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Sean Cottle

From: Hayes, Miriam (Nicole) <mnhayes@blm.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, February 5, 2019 9:30 AM

To: Sean Cottle; coastalplainAR

Subject: Fwd: [EXTERNAL] Comments: Arctic Wildlife Refuge proposed oil drilling

Nicole Hayes
Project Coordinator
Bureau of Land Management
222 W. 7th Avenue #13
Anchorage, Alaska 99513
Desk: (907) 271-4354
Cell: (907) 290-0179

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: E H Thomas <spikeline@yahoo.com>
Date: Mon, Feb 4, 2019 at 5:20 PM
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Comments: Arctic Wildlife Refuge proposed oil drilling
To: mnhayes@blm.gov <mnhayes@blm.gov>

February 2,2019

Erik Th om as
517 32n d St.# 55
B ellin gh am ,W A 98225

To A llItM ay C on c ern ,

I am w ritin g aboutTh e A rc tic Nation alW ild life Refuge,w h ic h ison e ofth e w orld 'sm ost
ic on ic w ild areas.Itn eed san d deserves ourm osten d urin g legalprotec tion s.Th e
C oastalP lain isth e c alvin g groun d sforth e P orc upin e C aribou upon w h ic h th e Gw ic h ’in
people d epen d forth eirsusten an c e an d survival.In d eed ,th e P orc upin e C aribou are th e
c ulturalid en tity of th e Gw ic h ’in an d d rillin g in th e c oastalplain isa d irec tattac k on th eir
w ay oflife.

Th e A rc tic Refuge isan im m en se w ild ern essric h w ith biod iversity.Fram ed by th e aw e-
in spirin g B rooksM oun tain Ran ge,itispristin e an d breath takin g.Form ore th an 50
years,ourc oun try h asrem ain ed c om m itted to protec tin g th isun paralleled lan d sc ape,
partic ularly itssen sitive C oastalP lain .W e w an tto guaran tee th atitrem ain soff-lim itsto
m in eralexploration an d d evelopm en tin ord erth atfuture gen eration sm ay also
experien c e th isarea asa w ild ern ess,n ota w astelan d .

Rec en tpollin g by th e C en teron A m eric an P rogresssh ow sth attwo-thirds of A m eric an s
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are opposed to d rillin g in th e Refuge,w ith a m ajority “stron gly opposed .”

Th e A rc tic Nation alW ild life Refuge isa n ation altreasure.Itm ustnot be open ed up to oil
leasin g.

M ostSin c erely,

Erik Th om as


