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Sean Cottle

From: Hayes, Miriam (Nicole) <mnhayes@blm.gov>

Sent: Thursday, March 7, 2019 1:29 PM

To: coastalplainAR; Sean Cottle

Subject: Fwd: [EXTERNAL] Oil development in the coastal plain of ANWR

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

Nicole Hayes
Project Coordinator
Bureau of Land Management
222 W. 7th Avenue #13
Anchorage, Alaska 99513
Desk: (907) 271-4354
Cell: (907) 290-0179

----------Forw ardedm essage---------
From :m ichaelsterling<m .sterling50@ yahoo.com >
Date:T hu,M ar7,2019 at12:08P M
S ubject:[EX T ER N AL ] O ildevelopm entinthecoastalplainofAN W R
T o:m nhayes@ blm .gov<m nhayes@ blm .gov>
Cc:ryan@ northern.org<ryan@ northern.org>

DearN icoleHayes,
Iam com m entingonm y thoughtstow ardsoildevelopm entofthecoastalplainoftheArcticN ationalW ildlifeR efuge.I

am notinfavorofdevelopm entofthisareaforanum berofreasons,firstandforem ost;itisaprovenareaof
im portancetotheP orcupinecaribou herdfortheircalvingareaandtheircalfdevelopm entareauntiltheyoungcalves
areabletosurvivew ithinthefirstfew m onthsofbirth.T hearea,Ihaveheard,isrichinplantnutrientsandessentialfor
calfsurvival.Ifoildevelopm entoccurredintheareathebirthingm othersw ouldbedisplacedfrom thisplantnutrient
richareatoafarthersouthorw esterly area.S incethem ountainsareclosetotheS outhandm oreoildevelopm entisto
theW estthesurvivalrateofcalvesw ouldprobably suffer.Displacem enttootherareasm ightbringonhigherpredation,
lessintakeofnecessary nutrientsforthem othersandsolessm ilkproductionforcalves,m oreavoidancetom an-m ade
infrastructurew hichcouldcauseevenm orem igrationatatim ew henthecalvesarenew ly bornandw eak.Avoidenceof
thecoastalplainby thecaribou m ightalsocausethem tosufferfrom insectsasthey usethew indy areatoescapethe
m osquitoes,botfliesandw arbleflies.T osum upm y firstreason;Ibelievethecoastalplainism oreim portantforthe
caribou thenfortheoil.
R easonnum bertw o;coastaldevelopm entforoil,Ibelieve,w ouldinterferw iththesurvivalofpolarbears.W iththe

changingclim ateandtheunsurity oftheeffectsonpolarbearpopulationsIcannotthinkthatdevelopm entw ouldhelp
thebearssurvivalasm orebearsseem tobeusingthelandw iththedisappearanceoftheseaice.
Anotherreason;nativepeople'saccesstothecaribou andthelandifoildevelopm entturnsdetrim entaltocaribou

populationnum bers.Iknow theGw ich'inpeoplesofN ortheastAlaskaandN orthernYukondependheavly onthe
caribou forafoodsource.Ifcaribou num bersoftheP orcupinecaribou herdgodow n,how m uchw illthateffectthe
huntingandgatheringofafoodsourcedependedonforthousandsofyearsby anativepeopleofthatarea? T herestoo
m uchofanunknow njustinthattopictow arrantadisturbanceoftheareaforoildevelopm ent.
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L astly Ihavetw oreasonstodisapproveofoildevelopm entofthecoastalplain;thehurriednatureofthistopictogetit
doneandtheideathatw eshouldbedevelopingm oreenergy efficientm eansthatarenotsocarbondependentand
polluting.Itjustseem sthatthere'sahurry topushthisdevelopm entthrough,especially sinceit'sbeensuchahottopic
fordecades.W hy notputourenergiesintodevelopm entofnonpollutingw aystom akeourcarsgofrom oneplaceto
another?
T osum up;Idonotfavoroildevelopm entonthecoastalplainoftheArcticN ationalW ildlifeR efugeforthereasonsI

havestated.
S incerely,
M ikeS terling

S entfrom YahooM ailonAndroid


