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Sean Cottle

From: Hayes, Miriam (Nicole) <mnhayes@blm.gov>

Sent: Sunday, April 7, 2019 6:43 AM

To: coastalplainAR; Amy Lewis; Chad Ricklefs; Sean Cottle

Subject: Fwd: [EXTERNAL] NSB Comments on Inupiat People and Culture

Attachments: Comments on Coastal Plain Draft EIS--Section 3.4.2.docx; Comments on Coastal Plain

Draft EIS--Section 3.4.4.docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

Nicole Hayes
P rojec tC oord inator
B u reau ofL and M anagement
222 W . 7 thA venu e #13
A nc horage, A las ka 99513
D es k: (90 7 )2 7 1-4354
C ell: (90 7 )290 -0 1 7 9

----------Forw ardedm essage---------
From :KevinS .Fisher<Kevin.Fisher@ north-slope.org>
Date:Fri,Apr5,2019 at10:24 AM
S ubject:[EX T ER N AL ] N S B Com m entsonInupiatP eopleandCulture
T o:Hayes,M iriam (N icole)<m nhayes@ blm .gov>

HelloN icole,

Attachedaresom eadditionalAN W R com m entsconcerningtheInupiatpeople.Ihopethesecanstillbeincorporatedin
som efashion.

T hankyou,

KevinFisher

AssistantBoroughAttorney

N orthS lopeBorough

Departm entofL aw
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P .O .Box69

Barrow ,Alaska99723

P hone:(907)852-0300

Fax:(907)852-5678

E-m ail:kevin.fisher@ north-slope.org



A num berofim portantreferencesappearnottohavebeenconsulted. T heterm “ historic” isusedto

refertositesthatpost-dateEuro-Am ericancontact. Itw ouldbepreferabletousetheterm “ post-

contact” forsuchsites. S im ply becausehistory isnotw rittendoesnotm eanitisnothistory.

S pecificcom m ents:
P g.3-153,para.1: T hebulletlistisanextensiveverbatim quotefrom thereferencedU S FW S report.

How ever,itleavesoutgraves,w hichcertainly doexistintheprogram area,notnecessarily in

conjunctionw ithany residentialsite.

P g.3-153,para.2: T hetablesreferredtohere(inAppendixL )needtobeupdatedpriortofinalizingthe

EIS . T hereareanum berofsitesw ithnew orupdatedinform ationcollectedatrecentN S B T L U I

w orkshopsw hichdoesnotappeartobecorrectintheAHR S asof3/2019.

T heT L U Itable(Appendix L ,T ableL -2)suffersfrom w hatappearstobeissuesw ithconversionfrom Inu

fontstow hateverisusedinthetable,resultinginm ultiplem isspellings. T hiscanberem ediedby getting

aP DFoftheoutputfrom asourcew ithInu fontsinstalled,and m anually enteringthecorrectspellings.

IfInu fontsarenotinstalledandused,adigitaltransferw illnotw orkcorrectly. T herearenoBsorFsin

Iñupiaq.

P g.3-154,para.1: Althoughthecoastalerosionintheprogram areaisquiterapid,itisnotthecasethat

allprecontactsitesnearthecoasthaveeroded. T hereareareasthatareprotectedorevenaccreting. If

theareahasnotbeensubjecttosystem aticsurvey,thepossibleexistenceofintacteligiblecultural

resourcesshould notberuledout.

P g.3-155,para.2: Additionalinform ationhasbeencollectedatN S B T L U Iw orkshops,butitw asclearat

thetim ethattherew asagreatdealm oreinform ationoutthereunrecorded. Itshouldeitherbem ade

m uchm oreclearthatm uchw orkrem ainstobedone(sinceitoftendoesn’tseem tobecleartoreaders

offinalEIS docum ents)oradditionaleffortsneedtobem adeatthispoint.



T hesecom m entspertainprim arily tosectionsthatdealw iththeIñupiaqpeopleandculture.

Ingeneral,thedescriptionsappeartobebasedprim arily onm aterialsthatpredate1990,w ithafew

exceptions. T hey alsoseem torely heavily onotherenvironm entaldocum entsw hichappeartosuffer

from sim ilarproblem s. A num berofkey referencesarenotcited,anddonotappeartohavebeen

consulted. O new ouldexpectathoroughliteraturereview ,includinggrey literature,forsucha

significantandw ide-rangingundertaking. T hisdoesnotappeartobeasm uchofaproblem w iththe

Gw ich’in.

S pecificcom m ents:
P g. 3-179, para. 2-3:  T he T aġiugm iut vs. N unam iut distinction, w hile not com pletely incorrect, is a 

som ew hatdatedw ay ofdescribingthesocioculturalsystem softheIñupiaqcom m unitiesw ithtiestothe

program area. Althoughthedocum entcitesS pencertothiseffect,itthengoesontousethatlensto

describethesettlem entpattern.

P g.3-179,para.3: S incetheInupiathavepreviously beendescribed(table3-25)asspanningtheperiod

from 400 yearsagotothepresent,itishardtounderstandhow Iñupiat/AthabascantradeatN uiqsut

(presum ably atoneofthepriorlocations)andKaktovikcouldhavem aintained connectionsbetw eenthe

interiorandcoastform illennia.

P g.3-179,para.4: T hereisnom entionoftheeffectsthatintroduced diseases(e.g.m easles)hadon

populations,w hichledtoneedforreplacem entsfrom inlandgroupstokeepupw halingcrew size.

T hereisalsonom entionofthenegativeeffectsofintroduceditem ssuchasalcohol.

P g.3-179,para.5-6: T hesetw oparagraphsbothdealw ithchangesinsettlem entpatterns. How ever,

thereisnodiscussionofthepost-w halingdispersionforfox trappingandreindeerherding,thecollapse

ofthefurm arketandconsequentm ovestom orecentralcoastallocations,orthedeclineofreindeer

herding. Althougheducationw ascom pulsory w heretherew asaschool,notallfam iliesw erelivingin

suchplaces,norw erethey forcedtom ove(m any fam iliesappeartohavedonesobecausethey w ere

tolditw ouldbenefittheirchildren. AnaktuvukP assdidnotgetatradingpostorpostofficeuntilthe

early 1950s,andtheschoolw asfirstbuiltin1960.

P g.3-180,para.1: T hisappearstoim ply thatKaktovikw asm erely atradingcenteruntilitw as

“ perm anently settledby Euro-Am ericans” afterT om Gordonestablishedatradingpost. T hisrepresents

afundam entalm isunderstandingofthetraditionalcoastalIñupiatsettlem entpattern. P eoplegenerally

hadaprim ary w interresidence,butalsohadotherlocationsw herethey habitually hunted orfished,

andw herethey m ighthavesecondary residences. Inaddition,they m ighttraveltovisitrelativesandbe

absentforanextendedperiod. W interhousesw erenotsuitedforoccupationinthesum m er,sopeople

oftenw ereelsew herehuntingorfishing.

T herew ereseveralw ell-establishedsettlem entsonBarterIslandw ellbeforeT om Gordon

establishedhistradingpost,ascanbeseenfrom archaeologicalevidence. T hereappeartohavebeen

sm allsettlem entsalongthecoastthroughouttheperiod,basedonreports(noneofw hichare

referenced)from severalscientificexpeditionsw hichw orkedintheareaofcabinsbelongingtovarious

individuals. T hepopulationofBarterIslanditselfw asgrow ingsincethe1930s. P eoplew erenotdraw n



backtoKaktovikforjobs,sincetheconstructionoftheDEW L inehangarandrunw ay in1947resultedin

thebulldozingofalm osttheentiresettlem ent,andtheforcedrelocationoftheentirepopulation.

P g.3-180,para.2: T heperm anentsettlem entofKaktovikdidnotoccurin1951. S eeabove. T hisneeds

tobecorrected.

P g.3-181,para.3: W halingisayear-roundendeavor. Crew m em bers(m aleandfem ale)areinvolvedin

activitiesorganizedby thecaptainand/orhisw ife(dependingontheactivity)throughouttheyear. Itis

notjustsom ethingm ore-or-lessad hocduringaw halingseason.

P g.3-183,para.7: T heIñupiaqtradenetw orkshad avery extensivereach. T hey didnotonly m ove

largequantitiesofsubsistencecom m odities(pokesofsealoil,caribou hides),butalsopreciosities

(beads,rareraw m aterials,iron)acrosstheN orthAm ericanArcticandbeyond. T radeclearly crossed

theBeringS trait,w ithitem slikeChinesehorsebrassesandVenetianglassbeadsbeingfoundinpre-

contactarchaeologicalsites.

T herecouldbem ultipleum ialiksinacom m unity. Ithasalw aystakenconsiderablew herew ithaltooutfit

aw halingcrew ,butindividualsalsohadtobetrustedby othersasleaders,sincew halingisavery

dangerousenterprise.

P g.3-184,para.1: T hetradingnetw orkincludedtradefairsatS isualikinKotzebueS oundand even

locationsacrosstheBeringS trait. M any ofthetradersatBarterIsland cam efrom theeast,andappear

tohavebeentradingw ithpeoplesevenfarthertotheeast. S oapstonelam psclearly cam efrom the

east.


