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From: Lisa Baraff <lisa@northern.org>

Date: Tue, Mar 12, 2019 at 4:58 PM
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Coastal Plain Oil and Gas Leasing Program EIS -comments

To: <mnhayes@blm.gov>

Cc: Lisa Baraff <lisa@northern.org>, Ryan Marsh <ryan@northern.org>

Dear Ms. Hayes,

| tried to open the E-Planning site to submit the attached letter and got a response that the specified URL cannot be
found. | hope that that is a temporary issue, given the comment deadline tomorrow. So, | am, instead, e-

mailing this to you directly.

The attached letter is signed by 54 Alaska businesses that are speaking up to make it clear that not all
Alaskans favor drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and that drilling there does not make business
sense -- for Alaska or Alaskans. Please accept this letter as a comment submission, for the public record, on

the Coastal Plain Oil and Gas Leasing Program Draft EIS.

| would appreciate acknowledgement of receipt of this e-mail and the attached document.

Thank you.

Lisa

Program Director
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Fairbanks, Alaska 99701-1535
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March 13, 2019
Dear Ms. Hayes:

We, the 54 undersigned Alaska businesses, wish to make it known that we support
permanent protection of the entire Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, including the
sensitive Coastal Plain.

As business owners, we represent a wide range of backgrounds and priorities. But we
all oppose the current effort to open the Coastal Plain to seismic testing and oil and
gas exploration and drilling. We believe permanent protection of the entire Refuge is
in the best interest of Alaska and the nation for the following reasons:

. Protecting the Arctic Refuge is a matter of human rights. The narrow coastal
plain provides calving and nursery grounds for the Porcupine Caribou herd,
and is known to the Gwich’in people as “the sacred place where life begins.”
Oil development would adversely affect the Porcupine herd, and thus the
health, food security, and cultural practices of the Gwich’in.

. The Arctic Refuge is one of the most biologically diverse areas in the
circumpolar region. Five ecological zones that extend from the boreal forest to
the polar sea, including the coastal plain, have remained largely untrammeled
by human influence since the beginning of time. Renowned for its
incomparable wildness, the Arctic Refuge stands as an iconic symbol of our
nation’s resolve to preserve its most treasured landscapes.

. 0Oil and gas development would negatively impact other business users.
Tourism is vital to Alaska’s economy. Most people visit Alaska because of its
spectacular natural beauty and extraordinary wilderness character. Properly
regulated eco-tourism is a sustainable means of economic development, and it
relies on intact ecosystems with high wilderness values, such as the Arctic
Refuge. Oil and gas development would have long-term consequences for the
recreation and tourism and associated service industries that rely on these wild
lands.
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Fairbanks, Alaska 99701-1535
(907) 452-5021
www.northern.org

. Despite new technologies and strict regulations, there is no way to ensure
environmental protection of this fragile ecosystem from the impacts of oil and
gas development. Spills are inevitable, and extreme conditions make complete
clean-up difficult. For this reason, oil and gas development is incompatible
with the other goals of the Refuge, which was originally established to preserve
wildlife, wilderness, and recreational values.

. Oil development on the Coastal Plain will exacerbate effects of climate change
in a region already experiencing impacts at an accelerated rate. If we wish to
avoid the worst impacts of climate change for Alaska and our nation, we
simply cannot continue to open new areas to drilling. Instead, we must work
together to develop a truly sustainable economy for Alaska while protecting
Alaskans from current and future climate impacts.

For these reasons, we oppose the Department of Interior’s effort to open the Coastal
Plain to leasing and development. We encourage our customers and clients to join us
in opposition.

We ask that Congress repeal legislation opening the Coastal Plain to drilling and
instead designate all suitable lands within the Refuge as Wilderness, thereby
protecting all of this magnificent place for future generations.

Sincerely,

Aaron James Long Andrew Scrivo

Wilderness Birding Adventures DragonFly FishingGuides LLC
Homer, AK Seward, AK

Amelia Beaudoin Anna Sorensen

Ougzel International Expeditions Valley Girl Bookkeeping
Girdwood, AK Fairbanks, AK
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830 College Road
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701-1535
(907) 452-5021
www.northern.org

Ben Millstein
Kodiak Island Brewing Co.
Kodiak, AK

Bernd and Uta Hicker
Arctic Getaway
Wiseman, AK

Bethany Boyd
Denali Hostel & Cabins
Denali, AK

Brad Elfers
Alaska Fly Fishing Goods
Juneau, AK

Carol Kasza
Arctic Treks
Fairbanks, AK

Christine Everett
CJ Everett LLC
North Pole, AK

Dale Banks
Loopy Lupine Distribution LLC
Homer, AK

Dan Oberlatz
Alaska Alpine Adventures LLC
Anchorage, AK

David Lesh
Gustavus Inn
Gustavus, AK

Dawnell Smith
The Writer’s Block Bookstore & Café
Anchorage, AK

Debbie S. Miller
Nature Books
Fairbanks, AK

Erica Moeller
Frozen Root Farm
Fairbanks, AK

Gail Mayo
Happy Hay Farm
Fairbanks, AK

Garrett Jones
Arctic River Guides, LLC
Fairbanks, AK

Hugh Rose
Hugh Rose Photography
Fairbanks, AK

Janeen Hutchins
Alaska Wildland Adventures
Girdwood, AK
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Janet Lokken Marshall
Polhavn Petrissage
Fairbanks, AK

Jeff Fair
Fairwinds Wildlife Services
Palmer, AK

Jennie Frost
Kiss A Moose, LLC
Anchorage, AK

Jim Campbell & Carol Kasza
Arctic Treks
Fairbanks, AK

Joan B. Franz OTR/L
Occupational Therapy for Children
Fairbanks, AK

Joe Jacob
Alaska Personal Journeys
Clam Gulch, AK

John Schauer
Think Far Beyond
Fairbanks, AK

Juliette Boselli
Too-loo-Uk River Guides
& Denali Mountain Works
Denali Park, AK

Kara Berg
Glacier Bay Sea Kayaks
Gustavus, AK

Kelley Kalafatich
Expedition Guide
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge

Kenneth R. Whitten
Wildlife & Wood
Faibanks, AK

Kirk Hoessle
Alaska Wildland Adventures
Girdwood, AK

KK Davis
CanoeAlaska
Fairbanks, AK

Libby Roderick
Turtle Island Records
Anchorage, AK

Macgill Adams
Wilderness Alaska
Anchorage, AK

Mary Shields

Alaskan Tails of the Trail
with Mary Shields
Fairbanks, AK
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Mary VerHoef
Black Spruce Music and Art
Fairbanks, AK

Michael LeMay
Good Karma Inn
Homer, AK

Mollie Foster
Traverse Alaska
Denali Park, AK

Nancy Wallace
Computer Lizards
Anchorage, AK

Nita Rae Fowler
Sirius Sled Dogs, LLC
Fairbanks, AK

Odin Peter-Raboff
Nomadic Stars
Fairbanks, AK

Pamela A. Miller
Log House in Birch Woods B&B
Fairbanks, AK

Patricia Gaedeke

Iniakuk Lake Wilderness Lodge, LLC

Brooks Range, AK

Patrick Endres
Alaska PhotoGraphics
Fairbanks, AK

Philip S. Marshall
Polhavn Woodfabrik
Fairbanks, AK

Ray Bulson
Wilderness Visions, Inc.
Eagle River, AK

Ronald Yarnell
All About Adventure
Fairbanks, AK

Sally Andersen
Arctic Wild
Fairbanks, AK

Simon & Jenna Hamm

Denali National Park Wilderness
Centers

Denali Park, AK

Stuart Cohen
Invisible World
Juneau, AK

Sue Sprinkle
5" Avenue Design & Graphics
Fairbanks, AK




Susan Baker
Clay Creek Pottery
Kodiak, AK

Terry Boyd
Denali Photo Guides
Denali Park, AK
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Fairbanks, Alaska 99701-1535
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