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PROCEEDI NGS

M5. AMY¥ LEWS: Good afternoon, everybody. W're
going to get started here. Ckay, wel cone, everyone.
This is the start of the Public Meeting for the Draft
Environnental [npact Statenent for the Coastal Plain
Ol and Gas Leasing Program

My name is Any Lewis. | amwith EMPSI. W are
the contractor that is working wth the Bureau of Land
Managenent on this Environnental |npact Statenment. My
col l eague Chad Ricklefs is up here in the front and
will be helping to manage the flow and the speakers
t oni ght .

I"mgoing to introduce sone other BLM fol ks as
well. Here to ny right is Nicole Hayes. She is the
proj ect manager for the Bureau of Land Managenent, and
she will be avail abl e throughout the day to answer
guestions, and additionally at 3:00 and at 6:00 she
will be giving a presentation to wal k through different
aspects of the project.

Here on the stage with us so you all know who's
here, first here to ny left is Joe Balash. He is the

Assi stant Secretary for Land and M neral s Managenent
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for the Departnent of Interior.

Next to himis Steve Wackowski. He is the Senior
Advi sor for Al aska Affairs for the Departnent of
I nterior.

Next to himis Josh Kindred. He is the Al aska
Regi onal Solicitor.

Then next to himis Ted Murphy. Ted is the Acting
State Director for the Bureau of Land -- oh, sorry --
for the Bureau of Land Managenent.

And then finally on the end is Geg Siekaniec. He
is the Regional Director for the U S. Fish and Wldlife
Service, who is a cooperating agency with the BLM on
this project.

So the format for today, as you signed in, if you
wi sh to provide public testinony, we'll be starting
that as soon as |'m done up here. You should have
received a red ticket, and on that ticket, it has a
nunber, and we'll be calling nunbers in order. And if
you are not around when your nunber is called, we have
to nove on in order to fit as many speakers in as
possi ble. So please pay attention. W'I|l nake

announcenents at the end of each speaker about where we
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1 are in the nunber chronol ogy so you know if you're on

2 deck. But pay attention because if you m ss your

3 nunber, you'll have to go get a new ticket if you want
4 to speak.

5 We al so have an additional court reporter that is
6 just outside the roomhere in a separate roomif you do
7 not wi sh to speak publicly, but you would |ike your

8 conment captured by a court reporter today. So at any
9 time, he will be available for the duration of the

10 nmeeting from2:00 to 8:00 p.m You can go in there and
11 speak to himprivately one-on-one. And just like here,
12 we have a court reporter. Those conments are captured
13 for the record, and you have no tine limt in either

14 pl ace.

15 One thing that | would note for those giving

16 public testinony in the roomis even though you do have
17 no tinme limt on your testinony, just please be aware
18 that we have a nunber of people that want to speak

19 tonight, and we want to get through as many as we
20 possi bly can, so just be respectful of the rest of the
21 folks today here as well.

22 W al so have ot her nethods that you could provide
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comments here today. W have two conputers set up in
t he back of the roomthat are |linked to the Bureau of
Land Managenent E-Pl anning website. You can type your
coments directly in there, and it will be fed into the
coments system

W al so have hard copy comment forms that you
could fill out today and | eave in the comment box or
with one of us. And all of those comments are captured
and analyzed in the sane place. No one nethod is nore
val uabl e than another; they're all treated the sane.

kay. At 3:00, there will be nedia availability
wth Joe. |I'mnot sure exactly where that will be, but
-- okay, out in the roomon the left where the court
reporter is located. And, additionally, in the back of
the room |'m seeing ny coll eagues back there, you may
noti ce we have posters set up outlining, highlighting,
different aspects of the EIS. W have resource
specialists here that worked on different sections.
They can hel p answer questions for you and provide
further detail or clarification, and they will be here
t hroughout the duration to answer questions, so don't

feel like they're going to di sappear at any point.
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Anything else that | m ssed?

So again, Nicole will give her presentations at
3:00 and 6:00. And with that, | think we will open the
m crophone with the first nunber, which is 125 through
135, if you guys could kind of nove towards the front
and start staging up here. But the first nunber that
we'll hear fromtonight is 125. And when you do cone
up, Chad wll be making sure that you sign in your nane
and checki ng your nunber off.

So thank you.

M5. RAWLES: | don't know, |'ve never gone first
before. This is kind of scary. Coser? How s that?
Thanks for making it short.

Good afternoon, gentlenen. Thank you for
listening to me and thank you for having this hearing.

|'ve been a corporate |awer for nore decades than

even ny hair evinces. |'ve represented a |ot of
corporations, been in politics for -- Linda Raw es.
|"msorry, | guess | should start with that -- R A-WL-

E-S, from Carefree, Arizona, where we're carefree, but
not |ately.

|"ve been a Republican nost of ny life, and I'm
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1 usual |y not nervous when | speak. | amtoday because

2 this is very near and dear to ny heart, and |I'm here as

3 an individual citizen, not representing anyone. Excuse

4 nme.

5 So |l want to talk to you with nmy two different

6 hats that | have: ny non-lawer hat, ny non-corporate

7 hat. One of those is actually philosophically I'ma

8 Li bertarian, classic |liberal, the Madi sonian variety.

9 So I'mhere against the drilling. And you say, well,
10 that's kind of interesting, a Libertarian who's not for
11 deregul ati on?

12 Well, we believe in personal and econom c freedom
13 as Libertarians, but we also believe in this doctrine
14 called the "tragedy of the conmons."” Have you ever

15 heard of that concept? |It's a concept not just

16 Li bertarians but al so social scientists believe in,

17 which neans that if you hold sonething in common, but
18 you open it out for individual people or individual

19 conpani es or corporations or individual interests, |ike
20 fossil fuels, to take advantage of that conmons, that
21 usually ends in tragedy, and that that's because the
22 i ndi vidual interests use that common good in a way that
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1 doesn't equal the common good. Think, if you wll, of
2 a public park that people trash or sonething that isn't
3 owned directly through property rights, right? O the
4 refrigerator in your conmpany office, you know, that

5 nobody takes care of. And even though this is nuch

6 nore inportant than a refrigerator, | feel |like we're
7 trashing our communal property, and that this is a

8 cl assic exanple of the tragedy of the commobns, and that
9 soneday we will recognize it as such and we w ||

10 recogni ze it as such a tragedy.

11 So | am here for one reason today, to ask you to
12 t hi nk about that tragedy and think about the fact that
13 even sone of us who are for property rights and

14 freedom who have been Republicans nost of our life,

15 who are for deregul ation, who have represented

16 corporations for decades, think that this is not the

17 right thing to do, gentl enen.

18 Anot her hat that | wear, and | don't want to

19 insult any of the indigenous folks in the audi ence, but
20 | do practice neo-shamanismis ny belief system which
21 | know is al so unusual for a corporate attorney. But
22 we believe that every individual life is sacred, every

Alderson Court Reporting
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1 buffalo, |ike you have on your vest there, sir, every
2 caribou, you know, every pol ar bear, every indi genous
3 person, every non-indi genous person, we're all sacred,
4 and we're all interconnected, and everything that
5 happens to one happens to everybody.
6 And so when you're extracting fossil fuels, which,
7 by the way, are going to die eventually, and |I'm sure
8 that is a horrible thing for sone people in this room
9 to hear, but with climate change, it's not sustainabl e,
10 so if in sonme |ast desperate attenpt to get every bit
11  of fossil fuel out of our ground, including the
12 w | derness, is affecting all these precious creatures
13 and all these fol ks who have |ived there for tine
14 i mrenorial, you' re hurting you and ne, everyone in this
15 room every animal, and that's also a tragedy of the
16 commons.
17 So wearing ny hat for freedom ny hat for all of
18 creation and Mdther Earth, | plead with you to |l ook in
19 your hearts and think that people change. You know, |
20 was a Republican for decades till we ended up with a
21 madman in the White House. So now |I'm a Denocrat by
22 necessity. |'ve been different religions and changed
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1 ny religion. 1If you can't |look at the world and the

2 Earth and think, "Am 1 doing the right thing? Do I

3 need to be here, do sonething el se?" then we don't have
4 any hope.

5 So | won't take up nmuch nore of your tinme, but |

6 appreciate you listening to ne. And |I'd ask you to

7 reconsi der going forward with this.

8 Thank you.
9 (Appl ause.)
10 M5. SARAH JAMES: Once again |'mhere, and I'm

11 honored to be here, speaking on behalf of mnmy people. |
12 was born there and | was raised there, and English is
13 ny second | anguage. And |I'm honored that.

14 (Speaki ng Al aska Native |anguage.) | said | cone
15 fromArctic Village. M nane is Sarah Agnes Janmes. M
16 father's nanme is Isias (ph) Janes, and ny noms nanme is
17 Mart ha (ph) Janes. And Martha James is from cari bou

18 country. My father is fromsalnon country, Yukon. So
19 they are both Neetsaii Guch'in. And on ny nother's

20 side, ny grandpa, his name is Reverend Albert E Trip
21 (ph), and he was the first ordai ned Epi scopal Church

22 that he taught hinself fromgoing into w | derness.
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That's how he |l earned the Bible. And his w fe naned
Sar ah.

And on Birch Creek side, ny father cone fromBirch
Creek, Salnon River, Salnon Village, and Fort Yukon,
and Birch Creek. His father's nane is Chief Birch
Creek Janes, and his wfe nane is Agnes. And |I'm naned
after two of ny grandma, Sarah Agnes Janes. | honor
that. | honor ny elders. | honor people that's not
yet born. And |I'mgoing to speak behal f of everybody
that want to protect the Arctic National Wldlife
Refuge, the Coastal Plain of the Arctic Nationa
Wldlife Refuge, Neetsaii GmMch'in, we call it "lizhik
OGnat s' an Gnandaii Goodlit."

"' m an el der spokesperson for -- | ama Tribal
menber to the Native Village of Venetie Tribal
Governnment. And |'m honored that they appoint ne as
el der adviser on their board to be speaking on behal f
of the coastal plain of the Arctic National WIldlife
Ref uge.

This is not the first tinme I'mtalking to
governnent about the coastal plain, "lizhik Gaats'an

Gnvandaii Goodlit," "Sacred Place Where the Life Begin."
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That's a historical site we're tal king about, a Tri bal
honor, and we -- that's why we call it "lizhik Gnats'an
Gnvandaii Goodlit," not only for caribou, for many, many
other animals. Right now today polar bear is
threatened big tine. In fact, there's one cane to
Arctic Village this winter. That was not the first

one. It went even further into -- inland to Fort Yukon
years ago. There's even one further into inland in
Canada. So if we can't wake up to that, then | don't
know what we can wake up to. Right now over in Russia
they threatened a whole village. There's 52 running
around in a village. And if we can't wake up to that,

| think you -- | think -- I think you're sleeping or, |
don't know, ignoring it.

(Speaki ng Al aska Native | anguage.) | wal ked this
Earth many years. 1'm 75 years old. And | represent
ny Tribe, and we have our own governnent, we have our
own way of life. Today, I"'mworried ny nom Martha
Janes. My dad passed in '70, and being out there in
the relocation program and ny father died 1970, June
-- January 19, | had to conme back. | was on Alcatraz

| sl and exercising our Tribal power. | was young then.
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1 And then | had to conme hone. And always knew we had

2 relative in Canada. W knew that we protect the

3 caribou. W depend on the caribou fromthe tine

4 beginning. W're not -- we're not wong about that.

5 So when | cane hone, we help with our village, ny
6 brot her and sister.

7 Cone 1988, back in 1988, there was a threat to the
8 caribou. That neans there's a threat to the Gach'in

9 Nation. So elders fromboth sides, they got together
10 and say we've got to have a gather just like we did bow
11  and arrow days, and that's how we're going to handl e

12 It. Wien they got to Arctic Village, they threw away
13 witten agenda, and they said we'll do this in our own
14  way, bow and arrow way, just how we used to live, how
15 we used to nmake decision. And nost days when they nmake
16 deci sion, they nake decision for seventh generation,

17 and that's what they did. They said we're going to do
18 sonet hi ng about stopping the gas and oil devel opnent

19 wthin the Porcupine caribou birthplace. But there was
20 15 chiefs from15 GmMch'in village. There's 8,000 or
21 nore of us. All the chiefs said this is really good,

22 it's just like a rebirth of the nation. Everybody
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1 cane. Sone had -- sone people cane with boats, sone
2 people canme with their own -- they paid for their own
3 charter. W had 15 chiefs, we had 15 el ders, we had 15
4 young leaders. And they said this is really good. And
5 they said the only way it's going to work, the only way
6 that we are going to know about this, unless it's in
7 white and bl ack, and that neans we have to pass a
8 resol ution.
9 So the chief cane up to the H Il and passed a
10 resolution to be united and do it in a good way and
11 have gat her every 2 -- every 2 years to renew the
12 resolution. And they took it to the elders. They even
13 had to convince el ders.
14 | nst ead of paper, they introduced a talking stick
15 wth an eagle on it because talking stick is very
16 I nportant because we talk for things that cannot talk
17 for thenselves: caribou, birds, trees, water. W need
18 to talk for them And that's what God put us down here
19 for. Sothat's -- that's why they introduce a talking
20 stick. They said, "W're going to use a tal king stick.
21 It keep us warm W' ve got our cabin. So we're going
22 to have to use a talking stick.” So that's how t hey
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ran the neeting.

But the chief came back with a resolution, and
t hey convinced them and they passed it. And that was
15. Altogether, it was 8,000 Gavch'in. And we did
good. We did good till the tinme when Oohana |l eft the
office. W did really good. W educate the world. At
that tine, they didn't know there was Gwnich'in, they
didn't know caribou, they didn't know Arctic Nati onal
Wldlife Refuge, they don't know "lizhik Gnaats'an
Gnandaii Goodlit." Now they do, the world do.

So that, we won battles after battles. They put
down noney against us. The State of Al aska put $1
mllion every year to fight us to open up for gas and
oi | devel opnent, that maybe if | count right, it's $30
mllion now

Vel |, anyway, that's what we were against. But
we' ve been winning. W' ve been battles after battles.
W won. W educate world. They know what we're
tal ki ng about now. They know there's Gumch'in up
there, they know there's Porcupine caribou, they know
what (i naudible) are, caribou dance, and caribou skin

hunt (ph) dance (speaking Al aska Native | anguage). Hey
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1 ha hey. Hey ha hey.

2 Wl |, anyway, but they keep denying us. They

3 approach us. Even worse |'ve run after another. W

4 had to fight that. W had to fight that. Now us

5 Native Village of Venetie Tribal Governnment, and Arctic

6 Village, and Venetie, we are governnent, Tri bal

7 governnent, so now we're -- that's where |'m com ng
8 from That's where | am That's who | am |'m proud
9 to be a Tribal nmenber. | -- we always exercise that.

10 W always govern ourself. That's why we're here today.
11 And now we have -- the application with Tribal,
12 and that's how we're going to wn and because that's
13 the right thing to do. |It's always been the right

14 thing to do, all since 1988, even before, when | was

15 born, 1944. | know that nmy way of life is very
16 I nportant because | hear story fromthe past and what
17 happened. | have to protect ny -- ny famly, | have

18 to protect our people, our village, our river, our

19 water. There is not enough water on the coastal plain.
20 How can they neke ice -- ice road? |It's just going to
21 pollute. Once they pollute, there's not -- there's no

22 technology in the world will clean up the tundra |ike
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that. And when I had ny boy, | want to have hi mwhere
iIt's quiet, clean, private. That's what each animal --
we're tal king about birthing, we're tal king about

bi rt hpl ace of the Porcupine caribou, not only Porcupine
cari bou, but many, many, many life. Gmch'in, because
we survive fromyear to year. And it's just not a
sinple issue that can be tucked away and rush and push.
No. It's going to stay there and neant to be there

because the Creator nade it that way. W want it that

way.
It's the last place. There's no other place |ike

that in the world. | travel talking about this all

over the world. | haven't seen a safe place and a

heal thy place and a quiet place yet. So sinple as
that. |'mso honored to represent ny people, on behalf
of ny famly, Janmes famly, on behalf of ny son. |
gave ny life to tell the story, and that's the best |
know how to do, traditional story. So we do have

hi storical history, and that needs to be protected.

And later on, if | get a chance, you're going to hear
fromnme and |I'Il say, "Hey ha hey."

Mahsi ' cho.
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1 (Appl ause.)
2 M5. MYRA THUMVA: Mahsi'. M nane is Myra Thuma.
3 I"'ma Second Chief for our Native Village of Venetie
4  Tribal Governnent. And | represent ny people, the
5 Gm ch'in people, Arctic Village and Veneti e.
6  Throughout this process, throughout the NEPA, | got to
7 neet a ot of you guys, and it's kind of different
8 bei ng away from hone standi ng here and tal king, but I
9 know who | amand | know who ny people are. W exist.
10 W have identity. And | carry ny elders with ne.
11 They're standing here with ne like |I sit in Venetie
12 when | made the speech. All our elders are all gone,
13 they're all sleeping, and they put words in our heart
14 and our life, and they taught us who we are, that we
15 are Gumch'in people, and we stand up for our
16 (i naudi bl e).
17 And when | nade the speech in Venetie, | had ny
18 little granddaughter with nme, nmy little Holland (ph).
19 That was ny granddaughter. And | went back and thought
20 about ny grandma, how ny grandma raised us up, live off
21 the | and, and respect who we are and what we have. And
22 al so nmy people, you know, if there is drilling that
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open up, we know that it wll have a major inpact, the
way we |ive, of who we are. W are trying to protect
this area, which is really sacred for us. Like Sarah
was saying, it's a sacred place, where we cannot go.
That's why nobody go up there. They did, and tine

I mrenori al people talk about our ancestors been up that
way, they've been everywhere, but we've been taught
that we can't go up there, and we respect that. And I
do want to go up there and see where all the calving
ground, where the -- and all the aninmals go, our

cari bou, our birds, our waterfow , everything goes up
there because they know it's a peaceful place. It's a
safe place that they go. That's what we're trying to
def end because they cannot speak for thenself.

And | was thinking about when | was grow ng up, we
used to always go out canping with nmny nom and dad, and
we go up on the nountain. |It's so pretty, peaceful up
there, and see all the caribou herd just go by. And
| ast year when | went back up to Arctic, because that's
where | grew up during ny childhood, then we noved to
Venetie, but when | went back up there, all the

nmenori es, everything, cane back to life. And |I'mjust
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1 so thankful | did. 1've seen the world. |[|'ve seen the
2 beauty. | nmean, that's what's going to be destroyed.

3 No matter what, you guys are saying that it's safe,
4 "We're going to take care of everything,"” | don't think

5 It would. And that's what we're trying to tell you

6 guys. | mean, you guys listen to all the Gamch'in

7 peopl e.

8 You know, a lot of tinmes | would just get nmad and
9 stuff like that. No. | was taught to be hunbl ed and

10 to have respect. That's what | was taught. And to ny
11 -- | nmean, | would take it to the grave. For ny

12 peopl e, ny grandkids, | would not sell ny land to open

13 up for this coastal plain to gas and oil. | would not
14 do that. | carry ny -- what ny ancestors taught ne,
15 and | will not turn back on ny people. | nean, we need

16 to look at from 10, 20 years fromnow, howis this |and

17 going -- how the clinmate change, everything?
18 W' re tal king about human beings. W're alive.
19 Qur children. | nean, |'msure you guys have got

20 children. You've got to protect them That's what
21 we're trying to fight for. W are a hunan being and we

22 have rights, and we're trying to fight for the ani mals.
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1 There are just so many things to be -- | nean --
2 and | just thank God, | forgot to bring H mup, because
3 | just thank God that everything that he created, he
4 created, he gave us |land, he created all the aninals,

5 everything, the world, and we're trying to fight for

6 that. |It's a peaceful life that we have. And | just
7 hope that you guys put it in your heart. | nean, it's
8 -- I"'mjust talking for ny people. | think about ny

9 grandma, how she's just so hard worker. She works

10 hard. She goes out and trap little animals so we could
11 eat. She sews. | nmean, she does a |ot of work, and

12 that's who | want to becone, who she is, and | al ways
13 carry that in ny heart.

14 And | just thank you for listening. Thank you

15 very nmuch. Mhsi' cho.

16 (Appl ause.)

17 MS. GABRI ELLE TOURTELLOTTE: Onh, boy. | feel |ike
18 | can't feel ny fingers.

19 Hel l 0? Oh, okay. Just like that? Cool.

20 So I'mnot a public speaker. It actually

21 terrifies me. At the nmonment, | can't feel ny fingers.

22 So I"'mhere to try and do this. |'ve actually got
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1 sone statistics that | brought up on in terns of the
2 drilling in the wildlife refuge. 1'm22. 1'ma

3 student at CGeorge Mason. And this matters to ne quite

4 a bit.

5 So |'ve got -- huh?

6 MR, STEVE WACKOWBKI :  What's your nane agai n?

7 MS. GABRI ELLE TOURTELLOTTE: It's Gabrielle. The
8 |l ast nane is really, really long, but |I'mfrom Herndon,

9 Virginia.

10 So | wanted to touch on the anmpbunt of oil that can
11 be extracted fromthis place versus how nuch we consune
12 on a yearly basis. So | have a statistic here fromthe
13 Energy Information Adm nistration that the United

14 States consunes 7.8 billion barrels of oil per year.

15 And then a 1988 report by the U S. Geol ogi cal Survey,
16 there is only 4.3 to 11.8 billion barrels of

17 technically renovable oil fromthat -- fromthat --

18 fromthe wildlife refuge.

19 And so the point is the oil extracted fromthat

20 area would only give us, give or take, between 6 nonths
21 to about a year and half's worth of oil, and all of the

22 trouble that's going to go into building this oil
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1 platform-- the gravel roads, the airports -- the
2 drilling extraction process refinenent is really not
3 worth it is the point | amtrying to make here.
4 | amnot quite sure what the cost of this project
5 is. | couldn't find a statistic for that, but the risk
6 versus revenue is not -- is really not worth it. And
7 |"ve got a quote actually froman article titled "The
8 Energy Case Against Drilling in the Arctic National
9 Wldlife Refuge" fromthe Center for American Progress,
10 and that reads, "The North Slope oil fields average
11 nore than 400 oil spills per year across Al aska, and
12 there were 16 major spills from 2002 to 2016 that
13 rel eased at | east 10,000 gallons of oil into the
14  environment." Now, that's not -- it's just really not
15 somet hing you shoul d be doi ng, guys.
16 | know |'m hard to take seriously because |I'ma
17  young person, but this is really nerve-racking to speak
18 on. | nean, a |lot of people here have touched upon the
19 Por cupi ne cari bou. There are species that gravitates
20 to one particular mating ground, and oil devel opnent
21 here woul d cut through that, and it would hurt the
22 species. At the nonment, there is a herd of about
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1 197, 000 Porcupine caribou there. That's sonething I

2 pulled fromthe Fish and Wldlife Service website

3 earlier. So that was -- that's a cool read, but you

4 can't -- cutting through their habitat is going to hurt

5 their species, and Area 1002 is right there.

6 But it's hard to take a young person seriously,
7 but the reason -- the reason this matters to ne so nuch
8 Is it's actually ny dreamto work in Al aska as a park

9 ranger. Most specifically, ny goal is to be a sign

10 | anguage interpreter in the National Parks. That's ny
11 ultimate end goal. | applied for 20 positions with the
12 St udent Conservation Association, 14 of which are in

13 Alaska, and that's why this matters to nme so nuch, is
14 don't want these lovely pristine places to be trashed
15 by oil drilling platfornms. It's not worth it because
16 one platformis just one too many, even then.

17 But we can't ness with these places because if we
18 want them around for future generations, if we ness

19 themup now, we're not going to have them To quote ny
20 grandnot her, who's a wise old Italian woman, "Beauty

21 fades, and stupid is forever."”™ |If you ness up this

22 pl ace for a year or so's worth of oil, there is no
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1 going back if there is any foreseeabl e danage. |If
2 sonet hi ng breaks and nore oil spills into those areas,
3 you can't go back fromthat, or the cleanup would take
4 forever, or it just wouldn't happen.
5 This matters because | want to be a park ranger,
6 and | want these places to stay intact for future
7 generations. | nean, it honestly would be a hei nous
8 act of violence against our protected | ands, the
9 wi I dlife species, and the indi genous peopl es who have
10 owned that place for who knows how many thousands of
11 years. It matters to a |lot of people, and that's why
12 ' m here sayi ng sonet hing even though public speaking
13 terrifies ne. | can -- | can feel ny fingers again,
14 but | can feel ny knees shaking. But that's kind of
15 why this matters to ne.
16 | would actually like to close this out with -- |
17 need ny notebook -- with a quote from Senator MCain.
18 So -- and on his canpaign trail, he actually spoke a
19 little bit about the Al aska National WIdlife Refuge,
20 and what he said was, "As far as the ANWR i s concerned,
21 | don't want to drill in the Gand Canyon and | don't
22 want to drill in the Everglades. This is one of the
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nost pristine and beautiful places on Earth."

| think that's about as nmuch as | can nmanage at
the nonent. | can't stand up anynore. But thank you
for taking the time to listen to a young person to
which this matters quite a fair deal. So thank you.
Cool .

(Appl ause.)

MS. BERNADETTE DEM ENTI EFF: Hello again. First |
want to recognize the traditional |ands that we're on
The Piscataway Tri be. (Speaking Al aska Native
| anguage. )

I"mthe Executive Director for the GMch'in
Steering Commttee, which was fornmed in 1988 by the
Gn ch'in chiefs and el ders of Alaska and Canada. |'m
from Fort Yukon, and | oppose any di sturbance or
destruction to the cal ving grounds of the Porcupine
caribou herd. It's obvious that you're not -- that
you're ignoring Tribes and the elders that are telling
you to stay out of the Arctic Refuge, and you woul d
rather listen to the corporations. Never inny life
have | heard any respected | eader or el der encourage us

to produce oil or drill for oil or gas, but, instead,
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they directed us to honor and take care of our |and and
our aninmals. Nor would any el der encourage us to fight
each other for oil developnment. That's just plain
gr eed.

The process that you're doing is excluding many
GmM ch'in communities, including other Al askan villages
that get the caribou. You're also |eaving out our
Canadi an rel atives, who have a cultural and spiritua
connection to the caribou herd as well. W are al
going to be deeply inpacted by the destruction that you
are causing. It feels Iike you don't care about our
human rights or our food security. Wether this is the
| aw or not, you have the authority to recommend sl ow ng
down this very enbarrassi ng and sl oppy process.

Yest erday, over 100 House Representatives
I ntroduced a bill to restore protection. This shows
you that the congressional |eaders are listening to the
GuMch'in and to the Anerican people. This is not just
about oil or gas devel opnent, this is about our human
rights and our food security. |It's about our way of
life. This is about corporations versus (inaudible),

and we will not be bullied or we will not be di sm ssed.
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1 What you are doing is wong to do to anot her human
2 bei ng, but yet here you are noving ahead with

3 destroying a whole nation. You should be ashaned of

4 yourself. This is one of the |ast untouched ecosystens
5 in the world, and it's in our country. W should

6 respect that and stay out of the Arctic Refuge.

7 Thank you.
8 (Appl ause.)
9 M5. MARLEANNA HALL: Thank you. H . Good
10 afternoon. Before -- ny nane is Marleanna Hall.

11 Before | begin ny cormments regarding the oil and gas

12 | ease sales in the coastal plain, I'd like to share a
13 little bit about nyself.
14 | am | fiupi at, born in None, Alaska. M famly is

15 originally from Shishmaref for the nost part, a
16 comunity that is facing nmany struggles and economc --
17 and with few econom c opportunities. M father's

18 siblings, of which there were 15 total, all eventually

19 grewup in Nome as well. My Ifupiat nanme is Toytuck
20 (ph). It neans "to see.”
21 VWiile ny famly was not wealthy in the sense of

22 the dollar, we celebrated our traditional and cultural
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ways of life, but w thout proper education, training,
et cetera, many of ny aunts and uncles, and ny father
i ncl uded, did not have proper skills and education to
conpete in the workforce. This is a conmon thene for
Al aska Natives, particularly in rural comrunities.
Hi gh rates of unenpl oynent and dependence on the
governnent are often the norm

However, | do believe that these famlies and
these communities woul d be sone of the best -- would
benefit sone of the nost from future devel opnment across
Al aska, including in the coastal plain. Devel opnent
can be beneficial to the cultural and traditional

aspects of all Al aska Natives and Al askans as a whol e.

While | didn't learn ny native |anguage, | did |earn
much of nmy culture. | have grown up to respect ny
el ders whether they are or are not native. |'mnot
I npl ying that any of you are ny elders. | have been

taught to be respectful to others no matter their
belief. | have learned to use ny voice in a way that |
hope makes a real difference by findi ng common
interests and working in a collected way to push back

against the lies that often msrepresent the interests
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of few as the interests of nmany.

| attended the Anchorage public hearing this week.
| heard many stories, sonme full of enotion, while
others were not. The overarching nmessage from
activists was clear: no devel opnent anywhere. This
approach will not hel p Al aska Natives and our children
or any Al askans for that matter. Wat | support
strongly is the positive benefits devel opnent in the
coastal plain can offer. QOpportunities like this wll
not only provi de econom c benefits, but jobs, jobs that
typically come with training and skills that cannot be
t aken away.

We, as Al aska Natives, are a proud people, and
living a balanced life of cultural and traditional
custonms and econom ¢ security can hel p us going
forward. | have appreciated growing up with the
benefits we have seen since statehood. W don't have a
choice to say let's go back to a subsistence lifestyle
and let the world pass us by. |If we weren't part of
the greatest nation on Earth, | would wonder where
Al aska Native people would be today.

Many subsistence |lifestyles don't only include but
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1 often require access to nodern products, fromthe snow
2 machi nes that uncles use to check the trap lines to the
3 four-wheelers the aunties use to pull in a seine, we

4 are a part of a nodern world. There is no reason to

5 bel i eve subsi stence wll be conprom sed from

6 developnent. There is no reason to believe we can't do
7 it right.

8 | have lived in Al aska ny whole life and hope to

9 be able to continue living here for the rest of it. |
10 grew up fishing, hunting, and boating the rivers around
11 the Seward Peninsula as well as nmuch of the rest of our
12 State on the road system | grew up during the

13 construction of the Trans- Al aska Pipeline System

14  through the adm nistration and creation of the

15 Per mmnent Fund Di vi dend, and other significant economc
16 devel opnents that neke Al aska's econony tick, and

17 provides us with the ability to live and work there.

18 | attended the University of Anchorage, Al aska,

19 and earned a bachelor's degree in business managenent.
20 | went on to work for a nonprofit and quickly realized
21 that working for private industry -- private -- a

22 private conpany was sonething | was nore interested in.
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1 It eventually led nme to ny job today. My husband and I
2 have been fortunate to be able to raise our son and our
3 Labradors in a way where we can enjoy our fantastic

4 bits and pi eces of Al aska.

5 Al of that said, | would |like to now share ny

6 formal comments for consideration by the (inaudible)

7 | i ne managenent .

8 Good afternoon. M nane is Marleanna Hall. | am
9 the Executive Director for the Resource Devel opnent

10 Council for Al aska, commonly referred to as RDC. RDC
11 is an Al askan busi ness associ ation conprised of

12 I ndi vi dual s and conpani es from Al aska's fi shing,

13 forestry, mning, oil and gas, and tourismindustries.
14 My menbership includes all 12 of the | and-owni ng Al aska
15 Native corporations, [ocal communities, organized

16 | abor, industry support firnms, and thousands of

17 Al askans supporting responsi bl e resource devel opnent.
18 RDC s purpose is to encourage a strong diversified

19 private sector in Al aska and expand our State's

20 econoni ¢ base through the responsi bl e devel opnent of

21 our natural resources.

22 | am here today to express strong support for the
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1 proposed oil and gas | ease programthat would all ow

2 limted activity within the non-w | derness portion of

3 the Coastal Plain. It is inportant that BLMs EI S

4 evaluate the alternatives that allow for devel opnent.

5 Any alternatives that do not allow for eventua

6 devel opnent production and transportation of oil and

7 gas fromthe coastal plain would not -- would not neet
8 the requirenents established by Congress.

9 Al aska depends on the responsi bl e devel opnent of
10 Its natural resources to expand and support its

11  econony. Article 8 of our State constitution mandates
12 that we devel op our resources to the maxi num benefit of
13 all Alaskans. In fact, it wasn't until the discovery
14 of oil in the 1950s that |ed Congress to finally vote
15 in favor of Alaska's statehood. Through that discovery
16 of oil, Congress realized Al aska could have a healthy
17 econony through the devel opnent of natural resources.
18 Fromthat, Alaska's North Sl ope has produced nore than
19 17 billion barrels of oil safely since the discovery of
20 the Prudhoe Bay oilfield. G production has been the
21 econom ¢ engi ne of growh in Al aska.

22 In 1980, Congress identified the 1002 area of ANWR
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for its potential oil and gas resources. By 1987,
Departnent of Interior report, fulfilling requirenents
under the Al aska National Interest Lands Conservation
Act, ANILCA, recommended the 1002 area for oil and gas
devel opnent specifically. Since conpletion of that
report, nunerous oilfields have been di scovered near
the coastal plain, and oilfield technol ogi es have
significantly evol ved.

The coastal plain was specifically identified by
Congress pursuant to 1002 of ANILCA for its potenti al
oil fromthe non-w | derness portion of the coastal
plain is an inportant resource for neeting our nation's
energy needs. Billions of barrels of oil that have
been produced on the North Sl ope have been produced
Wi t hout causing any significant harmto the environnment
there. The program area covered by the EIS contains an
estimated 7.68 billion barrels of technically
recoverable oil, and another 7 trillion cubic feet of
natural gas. This is a valuable resource to Al aska and
our nation.

Al askans st atew de have strongly supported oil and

gas exploration and devel opnent in the coastal plain.
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In fact, polling has consistently shown sone 70 percent
of Al askans supporting the energy devel opnent. Local
residents and | Aupi at people who actually |ive adjacent
to the 1002 area al so support devel opnent.

Under the three devel opnent alternatives, the
footprint of production and support facilities will be
limted to no nore -- no nore than 2,000 square acres
of the 1.6-mllion-acre 1002 area, which is the non-

w | derness portion of the refuge's coastal plain. That
Is equivalent to just O point -- or, excuse ne -- .01
percent of ANVR s 19.3 million acres. Responsible oil
and gas devel opnent in the small fraction of the
coastal plain proposed for |easing will help ensure
Anerica's energy security for decades and al |l ow Al aska
and our nation, as a whole, to realize the benefits
that conme from expandi ng energy production.

The EI'S includes a wi de range of alternatives
whi ch contain neasures to avoid or nmitigate surface
i npacts and nminim ze ecol ogi cal disturbance throughout
the program area. Advances in technol ogy have greatly
reduced the footprint of developnent in the Arctic. As

much as 60-plus square mles can now be devel oped from
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1 a single 12- to 14-acre gravel drill site. New
2 drilling capabilities are being devel oped every day

3 that nmay increase the surface devel opnment possible from
4 the sane size drill site to as nmuch as 150-pl us square
5 mles. The net effect is an ever decreasing inpact on
6 surface resources.

7 Over four decades of experience on Alaska's North
8 Sl ope have shown that caribou who visit the area for a
9 few nont hs each year have not been harned by

10 devel opnent activities. The Central Arctic caribou

11 herd, which migrates into existing North Slope fields,
12 has expanded from 5,000 aninmals in 1970 to over 60, 000
13 mles -- excuse nme -- 60,000 ani nal s today.

14 G|l and gas operators and the U S. Fish and

15 WIldlife Service have jointly devel oped procedures,

16 training, and best practices that have set a gold

17 standard worl dw de for managi ng human- pol ar bear

18 interactions. Thanks to inproving -- continuing
19 i mprovenents in technol ogy, practices, and oversight,
20 the oil industry has denonstrated over the past 40

21 years that North Sl ope energy devel opnent and

22 environnment al stewardship can and do coexist. The
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1 I ndustry has a proven track record of responsible

2 devel opnent in sensitive areas, protecting the

3 environnent, wildlife, and subsistence needs of | ocal

4 residents. As the non-w | derness coastal plain is |ess
5 than 60 mles fromthe existing Trans-Al aska Pi peline

6 System commonly referred to as TAPS, devel opnent of

7 energy resources there is one of the nost

8 environnental |y sound ways to increase oil production

9 I n Al aska.

10 ANVWR can be devel oped wi thout significantly

11 affecting wildlife and the environnent. However, there
12 are special interests in our nation that are opposed to
13 further devel opnent of Anerica's energy resources.

14  They advocate leaving oil in the ground, but even in

15 this era of climte change, reality requires continued
16 devel opnent of Anerica's oil and gas resources. Wile
17 renewabl e and alternative energy will nake up a grow ng
18 part of the U S. energy portfolio, they will not

19 significantly reduce our reliance on oil in the near or
20 md-term
21 We don't deny renewable energy is a grow ng part

22 of Anerica's energy portfolio, but it is still only
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projected to account for a mnority of energy
production in 2040. New oil and gas production will be
required to power Anerica' s econony and can serve as a
bridge until renewabl e energy beconmes a dom nant energy
source decades into the future. Every barrel of oi

not developed in Anmerica wll sinply be inported from
over seas, where environnental regulations are often
weaker. To further reduce our reliance on foreign
sources of oil, America nmust continue to pursue
responsi bl e oil and gas devel opnent onshore and

of fshore Al aska. New production would provide a bridge
to the alternative and renewabl e energy sources in the
future.

Ener gy production fromthe non-w | derness coast al
plain has the potential to offset a decline in | ower 48
Shel | production, which is expected to conmence in
approxi mately a decade. Wthout limted oi
devel opnent on the coastal plain, Anerica will be
forced once again to increase its reliance on foreign
inports. Wth limted devel opnent in ANWR, Al aska and
Anerica can continue to grow the econony and reduce

dependence on the foreign oil. Further, Al aska's
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1 economc lifeline, TAPS, which is now running at one-

2 fourth of its capacity -- phone call, sorry -- would --
3 it would increase the -- it would increase throughput

4 in TAPS, a vital conponent of Anerican energy

5 i nfrastructure.

6 Were oil production occurring today on the coastal
7 pl ain, TAPS potentially could be operating at two-

8 thirds capacity versus its one-third current operation,
9 reduci ng Al aska's budget deficit and hel ping Al askans
10 as a whole.

11 Q| devel opment on a fraction in the coastal plain
12 woul d create thousands of jobs nationw de, generate

13 billions of dollars in governnent revenue for public
14  services, and provide inprove -- and further inprove
15 energy security for decades into the future.

16 And, lastly, devel opnent of native-owned | ands on
17 the non-w | derness coastal plain would provide

18 significant econom c benefits to Al aska Natives on the
19 North Sl ope as well as throughout the State through
20 direct paynent of royalties and revenue sharing anong
21 the Al aska Native corporations and their thousands of

22 shar ehol ders.
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1 Not only does Al aska need oil and gas devel opnent
2 in the coastal plain, but America will benefit fromit,

3 too. W are one nation. Let's help one another and
4 fuel America's future with ANVWR

5 Thank you for listening to Al askans and our

6 support for devel opnent in the coastal plain this week
7 and | ast week in Al aska and again today in D.C. Thank

8 you for the opportunity to conment today.

9 (Appl ause.)
10 (Break.)
11 MR, CHAD RI CKLEFS: Good afternoon, everyone.

12 Fol ks that just canme in, ny nane is Chad Ricklefs, and

13 I"mgoing to help facilitate organi zing the speakers up
14 here this afternoon and this eveni ng.

15 Prior to Nicole's presentation, we went through a

16 series of speakers already based on the nunber you

17 recei ved when you signed in. W stopped w th nunber

18 132, so we're going to start with nunber 133 now, Adam

19 if Adamis available. W're mssing two fol ks up here,
20 a few folks on the panel. They are getting intervi ewed
21 right now and they will be joining as soon as -- as

22 soon as they're finished with that.
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1 So cone on up, Adam
2 MR. ADAM HOUSER:  Thanks. Thank you for hol di ng

3 this hearing. Thanks, everybody who has shared prior

4 to ne.

5 My nanme is Adam Houser. [|'mw th CFACT, the

6 Conmttee for a Constructive Tonorrow. CFACT is a

7 nonprofit public educational organization that works on
8 envi ronnental and devel opnent issues. W' ve been

9 around since 1985; | haven't, but our organization has.
10 And our organization has over 100,000 citizen

11 supporters, a collegiate network on over 50 coll ege

12 canpuses, and a scientific and academ ¢ advi sory board
13 of over 50 | eading experts.

14 We are submtting these comments in support of the
15 Draft Environnmental |npact Statenment that allows for

16 the |l ease sale of land in ANAR for oil and gas

17 activities.

18 Al aska has 57 mllion acres, nore than all of

19 Ut ah, set aside as wilderness, as well as tens of
20 mllions nore wild acres off limts to drilling in
21 national park, wildlife refuge, and simlar

22 designations. \Watever final acreage is decided upon
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1 as being open to |l ease and the options laid out in the
2 DEIS will be but a small percentage of the tens of
3 mllions of acres of |and already set as w | derness or

4 off limts to devel opnent in Al aska.

5 In terns of the inpact on wildlife, there is
6 little wildlife activity in the area during the w nter
7 nont hs, when nost drilling would take place. At these

8 times, tenperatures reach -40 degrees Fahrenheit, and

9 nost food is buried under |ayers of ice and snow.

10 Sim | ar concerns of environmental or wildlife
11 i mpact were rai sed when the Trans- Al aska Pi pel i ne was
12 proposed, but years |ater, the proposed -- but years
13 | ater, the pipeline has proved to be reliably safe

14  whil e providing much needed energy for our nation. For
15 exanple, the Prudhoe Bay oilfield Central Arctic

16 cari bou herd is over 20,000 today conpared to 5,000 in
17 1975.

18 Ol and gas seeping into water or the surrounding
19 area does happen naturally. Sonmetinmes this is how we
20 know certain areas are good targets for oil and gas

21 devel opnent. Harvesting oil and gas in these areas can

22  prevent such |eaking fromoccurring in the future. O
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1 course, caution and oversight nust be in place to

2 ensure that when spills or other accidents occur, there
3 can be quick response to mnimze any environnent al

4 i npact. Responsible parties should be made to cl ean up
5 and pay for renediation. Requirenents in recent years
6 for double-hull ships are wi se and necessary

7 initiatives.

8 To concl ude, CFACT supports this Draft EI'S that

9 allows leasing for oil and gas devel opnent in ANVR W
10 support it because there are already the tens of

11 mllions of acres placed off limts to protect nature;
12 there has been a proven track record of devel opnment in
13 the area; and ANVR wi || provide nuch needed j obs,

14 revenue, and energy for both Al askans and al

15 Aneri cans.

16 Thank you.

17 (Appl ause.)

18 MR, GLEN SOLOMON. Good afternoon. M/ nane is
19 A en Solomon. I'mfromthe Village of Kaktovik from

20 the 1002 area.
21 Good evening. M nane is den Solonon, and I'm

22 here today to represent ny community, Kaktovik. In ny
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1 village, I'"'ma Tribal nenber, I'"'ma father, | am
2 husband, | am a whaling captain, and also |I'ma | eader.
3 | have travel ed here today in hope that people
4 wll listen without judgnent to see the needs of ny
5 people, who live in Kaktovik. It seens |ike a |ot of
6 people feel |ike they deserve to have their say in how
7 we live, how we nmanage our own honel ands, but | hope
8 they -- | hope that they will listen to the
9 Kakt ovi kmuits have to say on this issue. | know |
10 don't speak for sonme, but | know | speak for npst
11 peopl e i n Kaktovi k.
12 | amraising nmy four beautiful children in
13 Kakt ovi k, and ny deepest w sh is that when they grow
14 up, they will have the opportunity to raise their own
15 children in Kaktovik on the resources that our |and
16 provides. Unfortunately, | amthe only person from
17 Kaktovi k who is able to attend the hearing today. W
18 had a storm bl ow t hrough over the past several days
19 wth about 70-m | e-per-hour w nds, and they ground all
20 flights in and out of the community.
21 Today back honme we are also honoring the life of
22 one of our great, greatly respected el ders, Joe Kal eak,
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1 who passed on | ast week. And then, of course, not many
2 peopl e can afford to spend thousands of dollars it

3 costs to travel thousands of mles away from-- from
4 hone to fight on behalf of their people and their

5 village. W don't have the sanme backing and resources
6 fromenvironnental organizations to fly all over the

7 country, as some here today clearly do.

8 Qur noney is used in our comunities, in the

9 school s, health clinics, and the practice to our

10 subsistent lifestyles. It is not ny job. [|I'm not

11 getting paid to be here.

12 | want to thank the GMch'in for highlighting the
13  subsistence inportance of the Porcupine caribou herd.
14 W have the equal interest in their long-term

15 sustainability. In Kaktovik, we used to have access to
16 harvest fromthis herd. Wen | say "used to," | nean
17 that over tine the Fish and WIldlife Service have

18 restricted our subsistence access to the herd and our
19 traditional hunting grounds.
20 W wel cone -- we wel cone the opportunity to work
21 with the GMch'in to protect this critical resource

22  through the International Porcupine Caribou Board and
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1 other outlets, but | cannot stand by while you claim

2 falsehood and try to speak for all Al aska Native people

3 on this issue.

4 W are the people of the coastal plain. W are

5 t he people you should be listening to. W are here in

6 the spring before the caribou cone, and we are still

7 here in the dead of wi nter when are no cari bou around.

8 Thi s conversation should be about people.

9 Anyways, we know from decades of devel opnment on
10 the North Slope that is not -- that it is not caribou
11  that you should be worried about, you should be worried
12 about the long-termeconom c sustainability of
13 I ndi genous comuni ties who have occupied this |and
14 since the tine imenorial. You should be worried about
15 how they will support their people and preserve their
16 culture wwth no econom c opportunity. You should be
17 worried about how -- you should be worried about your
18 bully tactics and the work that you have done to
19 elevate the voice of one native group over another
20 native group. You should worry about the mllions of
21 dollars you have spent fighting this issue from

22  Anchorage and to Fairbanks and in the | ower 48, where
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1 you don't have the sane difficulties as we do, when

2 none of the noney nmakes it back to the real communities
3 who need it. | worry about the hypocrisy you have

4 displayed in trying your hardest to mnimze the

5 econom ¢ opportunity of my community when you | eased

6 your own lands for oil and gas devel opnent in the '80s.
7 In light of this, | wonder whether this -- whether this
8 Is really about caribou.

9 The Porcupi ne Cari bou Managenent Board website

10 states that the Denpster Hi ghway that runs from Dawson
11 City to Inuvik runs through the Porcupine herd' s w nter
12 range and that, and | quote, The road provide hunters
13 wth easy access to caribou, which nmeans that caribou
14  can be harvested when they are close to the highway.

15 I f the Porcupine herd isn't concerned about man-nade

16 obstacles in Canada, then why would they in Al aska?

17 Canada is also working on plans to industrially devel op
18 the Peel Plateau and the Peel R ver watershed, which is
19 part of the Porcupine caribou herd' s wi nter range, not
20 to nention the 33 wells that were drilled in the Eagle
21 Pl ai ns area where the Porcupi ne caribou m grate range

22 up until 1985.
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| could talk about health benefits, the public
safety and infrastructure benefits, the benefits to our
school s and children, that the noney the North Sl ope
Bor ough was able to bring to our communities through
taxes levied on oil and gas facilities in the region,
and we have.

It is clear to us that you are not interested in
listening. You are in the audience. You in the
audi ence and those who are fighting us are only
interested in listening to indi genous peopl e when they
are followi ng your script and say what you want themto
say.

When people -- when people say that this is public
| and, | want themto understand why. This is public
| and because it was taken fromus, the Kaktovikm ut.
You took our self-determnation. You took our self-
determ nation. You took our access to subsistence
resources. You forced us through three mlitary --
three mlitary relocations. You inposed western
structures on | and and ani mal managenent onto us in
effort to stifle our subsistence. And now you are

trying to mnimze our opportunity to provide a future
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for our community. But our people are strong. Qur
peopl e are proud. Qur people adapt. And at |east you
could do is listen. W wll not becone conservation

r ef ugees.

Too often the national debate franme devel opnent
and presentation as an either/or argunent as if they
cannot exist together. The |fupiat know that this is a
fal se nodel that does not fit the realities of our
exi stence. W do not need to choose between our
culture and the econom c security that conmes with oi
and gas devel opnent of resources as long as the
devel opnent is done responsibly and with the concerns
of nmy conmmunity in m nd.

The Arctic is a region with an interest in
striking a balance -- bal ance between environnent al
stewardshi p and econom c growth. As |fupiat, we
mai ntain our traditional values while our culture
continues to evolve and adapt to the changes in the
worl d around us. W are not an exhibit. W are not --
we aren't -- we are not an exhibit in a nuseum Nor
shoul d the | ands that have survived and thrived for

over centuries be | ocked away for the peace of mnd for
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those fromfar away places. This is not one of them
green colonialism |and grabbing in the nane of the
climate. You cannot solve climte change on the backs
of i ndigenous people while doing nothing to curb your
own consunption. You don't think tw ce about junping
on the plane for your famly vacation but will fight an
I ndi genous conmunity on one of their own legitimte
options to provide jobs and economc to their people.
We | fiupiat, for the nost part, don't rely -- don't
really care that ANNR is a Federal wildlife refuge. W
care about the land, of course, and the aninmals that we
rely on to survive. But | can assure you that the
Federal Governnent did not consult us before they
turned our |ands into Federal refuge -- into a Federal
refuge. This was no treaty. There was no public
neeting. There was no enotional testinony on behal f of
t he I fiupi at people who would | ose their access to
burial grounds, native allotnents, and hunting grounds.
The Federal Fish and -- the Federal wildlife
refuge system operates on assunption that native
peopl es are inconpetent to managi ng their own | and.

This is an assunption that we, as a people, reject. W
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managed our | and successfully for thousands of years
bef ore outside groups arrived, and we will -- and we
wi || manage our | ands for the next thousands of years
after your interest turns to the next breaking news.

You do not have to tell the Kaktovikm ut, who wll
-- who have lived on this land for generations, the
I nportance of our land; we see it, we knowit, we
depend on it, we are part of it. W consider our |ands
to be our greatest gift from God. W consider what
comes frombelow -- below the ground to be a -- to be a
gift -- belowto be a gift just as inportant as the
whal es we catch and the bears we gather. Wth this
col | aboration between the Federal Governnent, our | ocal
peopl e, and groups committed to legitimte
envi ronnment al conservation, we can -- we can secure the
protection of this and for generations to cone.

W all share a commtnent to protect this |and,
and if we work in the pursuit of this goal, | know we
all can be successful. The Arctic is a vast, vibrant,
and di verse area that conmes wth uni que chal | enges as
wel | as huge opportunities to better the lives of our

people who live init. Collaborationis difficult, and

Alderson Court Reporting

1-800-FOR-DEPO www.AldersonReporting.com


http:www.AldersonReporting.com

Meeting - Auditorium 2/13/2019

Washington, DC Page 58
1 it takes tine, but the outcone will be -- but the
2 outconme will be a land that has potential and peacef ul

3 sustainable both human and wildlife comunities well

4 into the future.

5 Il wll end this quote from esteened | fiupi at | eader
6 Joe Upicksoun, who guided our people and Al aska Natives
7 across the State through the turbulent Native C ains

8 process. He said this back in 1970, but it applies

9 just as well as today's fight, which will go to show
10 you just how long we, as |fupiat, have been fighting

11 for self-determ nation over our own resources. "W

12 realize that each of you has pride in your own | and.

13 By an accident of nature, right now the eyes of the

14 Nation and the world are centered on the North Sl ope.
15 Wthout intending to belittle your |land, the real

16 reason for this entire settlenent is the oil, which by
17 accident is on our land, not yours."

18 Here is a request for BLM G ven the alternatives
19 put forth in the Draft EI'S, | support Alternative B,

20 with roomfor some amendnents.

21 Nunber one, we need access into the refuge in the

22 sumrertime for subsistence.
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Nunber two, we need access to our allotnents.

Nunber three, we need a vocal village |iaison.

Nunber four, we need a baseline village health
assessnent.

Nunmber five, we need a |legitimate economnic
opportunity and potential for |ocal jobs.

Nunber six, we need you to include current animal
and subsi stence use studies, not data that is al nost 20
years ol d.

Thank you for this opportunity to speak. But also

| would like to -- | amvery proud to be up here, to be
for ny people. | had ny youngest son ask ne, "How cone
you're not com ng home?" and | told him you know, |I'm

goi ng down to Washington, D.C., to -- to do this
testinmony hearing for the BLMto show themthat this is
our land. This ain't GMch'in land, this is |Aupi at
| and. They are trying to take sonething that doesn't
belong to them"

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR, GALEN G LBERT: H . M nane is Galen Gl bert.

| amthe First Chief of Arctic Village. And I was
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1 standing talking to you guys |i ke over a week ago, not
2 too long ago. But I'mhere on behalf of ny people,

3 Arctic Village. |It's a population of 150, 160 people.
4 In Novenber, | was elected by all of themfor nme to run
5 as chief because they had faith in ne and they knew

6 could be a good | eader. And here | amtoday literally
7 talking for themto stop the drilling at ANVR

8 El ders. Sonebody did nention in their speech

9 here, but | totally forgot, but you know when sonet hi ng
10 happens to the caribou, the elders, they literally get
11 sick. | nean, even the health aide, who's ny cousin,
12 she treated -- when there was no caribou for like 3

13 nont hs, she treated like all the el ders because they

14 didn't have their native food, they were sick. And

15 that's just another thing to think about the caribou

16 has affected.

17 And also it's global warmng here. | think it's
18 already enough that we're dealing with gl obal warm ng
19 because we've seen a | ot of changes, and | nyself
20 experienced it. And it's -- it is pretty (inaudible)
21 subsi stence lifestyle that we -- we're still struggling

22 going forward, and we just, in the words of ny grandpa
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(i naudi ble) we really don't know what's going to
happen, we don't, and -- but what he said is just in
his way he's telling us how to be prepared for

anyt hing, and that's tal king about, you know, stock up
on food, and, you know, stock up on food, you know, the
pl ants coul d get shipped -- shipped -- not get shipped
(i naudi bl e), and that (inaudible), you know, no, if the
cities -- if the (inaudible) did get stopped, then the
shi pment (inaudible), but | think our city will have --

you know, go (inaudible) faster, right? So (inaudible)

for you guys and all, but we'll still have the caribou
hopefully and then we'll have food. And us, as people,
our generosity, we'll be there, and if you guys

(inaudible) we'll help you with if you guys, you know,

needed it. That's just what kind of people we are;
ani mal or not, you know, we would help you. That's the
ki nd of people we are.

And (i naudi ble) chief to ne (inaudible) you could
say (inaudible) chief in ny village (inaudible), but it
got changed to two, but all those years was one, and |
experienced a lot of chief -- chiefs. Sonme are bad,

some are good. And -- but (inaudible) it's just they
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1 were the nen, you know, they were the man, and they had
2 -- they had to (inaudible), they had to (inaudible),

3 and | always respected that.

4 And now (i naudi bl e) but nme being chief now, but,
5 you know, now that | am it's -- takes -- it's -- it's
6 alot of work. I'mserious, it's a lot of work, but

7 |"myoung, | can do it. And | (inaudible) a |lot of

8 work (inaudible) heart. And | like to think that |

9 know how to do ny subsistence |ifestyle, but I know |I'm
10 still learning, I am And I'll always go on

11 | have three daughters at hone, and ny ol dest one,
12 she's turning 8 on Friday, on Valentine's Day. MW

13 second one is 4 years old. And ny third one is 2 years
14 old. M youngest, she is really sick, and | al nost --
15 | al nost stayed home, | alnost didn't cone on this

16 trip, but ny (inaudible) said she heard about this

17 testinony thing, and, you know, | al nbst stayed hone

18 for ny baby, but then she said to ne, "Glen, you have
19 to go. This is inportant. Qur (inaudible) future

20 relies on this." So that nade ne think, and | said,

21 "You're right."

22 So here |l am | left ny three girls, nmy wife, and
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1 | have a | ot of dogs, too, and, you know, ny -- wth

2 the help of ny ol dest daughter, and ny wife is watching
3 the dogs, and -- but our baby, that's already a | ot of
4 work on her. And obviously she nmisses ne, and | m ss
5 her, too, real bad.

6 But -- and, yeah, the past -- our past wth this
7 caribou -- caribou has been there for us for thousands
8 of years, and they are the nmain reason why we're here
9 today and the people we are today. And today we still
10 carry that torch. And (inaudible) we'll go by the old
11 days than the new days. W'Il| still stay by the old
12 days. But, you know, change is |like everything el se,
13 (i naudi bl e), you know, it goes to us.

14 And cari bou, yeah, you know, caribou is our

15 future. | nean, | -- you know, every fall | take ny
16 famly up to a nountain in the fall tinme (inaudible)
17 have a canp. It's (inaudible) canp. And famly

18 menbers go up there, our daughters, we'll canp out up
19 there, and we hunt caribou. W (inaudible) all that.
20 And |'ve got to say ny girls love it. And (inaudible)
21 | couldn't -- | couldn't go on without my girls not

22 havi ng (i naudi bl e) because (inaudible) have what | had
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1 growi ng up. And (inaudible) ny grandfather (inaudible)
2 took ne everywhere with him everywhere. He taught ne
3 so nuch, the right and wong, you know, and he

4 (i naudi bl e) priest (inaudible), he's a priest

5 (i naudi bl e) there, and he brought ne up nore than ny

6 father did because ny father was just there to | ook

7 after me, and God bl ess his soul, that he went through

8 sone tough tines to care of nme and ny sister.

9 And caribou is our future, you know. And | just
10 can't imagine, | just can't, life without caribou wll
11 not work, you know.

12 And 1'd just like to end this by saying

13 (inaudi ble) we'll keep fighting, you know. [|f ANWR

14  opens, you're going to have to do it over our dead

15 Dbodies. Thank you.

16 (Appl ause.)

17 MR, JERRALD JOHN. All right. Before | start, |
18 want everybody to raise your hands, just one hand, cone
19 on, raise them You harvested a noose before, right?
20 You showed ne your picture. And as a native hunter,

21 you're going to have to feed these people. Al right?

22 That's just the way we are. You're going to have to
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1 feed themand help them And it's just the way a --

2 it's just a part of our life.
3 My name is Jerrald John, and |I'm an el ected
4 | eader, a hunter, a gatherer, and a provider froma

5 smal |l Tribe in the southern part of the Brooks Range.
6 Al you people, you guys know ne. This is the second
7 time | have to cone here.

8 What you guys are doing is wong. Just stop and
9 think. W told you about the story of our recent hunt
10 up there in Arctic Village. And due to the governnent
11 shut down and the unpredictable future, we, as a Tri bal
12 council, discussed and coordi nated four hunting groups
13 and sending them south out 45 mles south of Arctic

14  Village and 45 bel ow weat her to | ook and to harvest

15 caribou. Wthin days, we had 18 cari bou within our

16 comunity hall. Al nenbers of our community -- the
17 young, the youth, the elders -- everyone taught each
18 other, as we always do.

19 We do this because of the threat of another

20 gover nment shutdown. The |ast shutdown hit us pretty
21 hard. Now we don't really have to worry because we've

22 got neat in our freezers. W don't have cars out there
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bl owi ng hot air on us to keep us warm W're pretty
much exposed. |, for one, as an elected | eader, had to
stay behind and take care of things back in town, such
as taking names, taking gas, |ooking over rides. And
If we had no rides, we would use dogs. You know, we
would literally have our dogs pack our neat back to
town for us.

I f you guys want data on how we harvest cari bou,
you guys nust first cone back to Arctic and spend weeks
wi th us, you know, go out onto the | and and see how we
live. Most caribou right now are pregnant, all fenale
caribou, 85,000, 100,000 strong. Conme md-April, all
caribou wll be heading back up there to the calving
grounds, to the coastal plains. | don't think you'l
ever find that in your books.

We, the Gmch'in people, we nake countl ess
docunentaries on our life, on the way of our life, and
about 75 percent of our food we eat is caribou. |
nyself and it's in a nmuseum about this fight right now.
Caribou is our main source of food. W rely on it
heavily. Qur people depend upon it.

We still practice our traditional ways no natter

Alderson Court Reporting

1-800-FOR-DEPO www.AldersonReporting.com


http:www.AldersonReporting.com

Meeting - Auditorium 2/13/2019
Washington, DC Page 67

1 what happens, if oil devel opnent and the refuge

2 threatens our very existence. W still tan aninal

3 skins. You guys saw our finished product. W're still
4 trapping. W're still doing nman-made fish traps with
5 wllows. W all know that caribou can't talk for

6 thenselves, so that's why | amhere tal king for them

7 For sone of the last -- some of the | atest carbon

8 dating saying we were up there for 35,000 years, and it
9 will be that way, it will be that way for our |life, for
10 35,000 years, and it wll stay that way for the next

11 35, 000 years.

12 |, for one, harvested ny first caribou when | was
13 9, and that's when | was introduced to this fight, and
14 Il will continue to fight now and to protect nmy way of
15 life, and I will continue to fight your guys'

16 governnment until we w n.

17 Thank you
18 (Appl ause and cheering.)
19 M5. KARA MORI ARTY: Good afternoon. Thank you for

20 the opportunity to testify today. For the record, ny
21 nanme is Kara Moriarty, and I'mthe president and CEO of

22 the Alaska G| and Gas Association, commonly referred
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1 to as ACGA. W are the professional trade association
2 that represents the majority of oil and gas conpanies
3 that are exploring, producing, refining, and

4 transporting oil and gas in the State of Al aska.

5 | am here today to express our |ong support for

6 responsi bl e devel opnent in the coastal plain, which is
7 like the majority of Al askans. Still today, over two-
8 thirds of Al askans support devel opnent of the coastal
9 plain. Just this past nonth, in January of 2019, a

10 survey was conducted of over 500 Al askans with 64

11 percent statew de continuing to support this

12 devel opnent.

13 The oil and gas industry has a long history in the
14 State. Since statehood, we have contri buted al npst

15 $160 billion unadjusted for inflation through different
16 fornms of royalties and taxes. W still provide up to
17 one-third of all jobs in the State can be attri buted
18 back to the industry, and one-third of all private

19 sector wages. No other industry in Al aska conmes close
20 to that | evel of econom c inpact.

21 | can al so speak firsthand to what the industry

22 has done for the residents and communities of the North
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1 Slope. | cane to Alaska over 22 years ago as a schoo
2 teacher in Atgasuk. Wat drew ne to the North Sl ope

3 over offers in Fort Yukon and the Chugach School

4 District in Alaska was that the North Sl ope was one of
5 the richest school districts in the nation. | didn't
6 know it at the tine, but that is because of the

7 property tax that they generate fromoil and gas

8 facilities. What did that nean? WIlI|, of course, |

9 got a biggest paycheck. But nore inportantly, when |
10 showed up in the village in 1996, we had three

11  conmputers for 15 students. W had the best technol ogy.
12 | was able to have pen pals via video conference over
13 22 years ago with the first and second graders in Point
14 Hope. | had the best curriculumand | had the best

15 equi pnent and | had the best students.

16 Alittle bit about the history of ANVR  The

17 Arctic National Refuge was fornmed in 1960 at 9 mllion
18 acres, and we've heard today that AN LCA expanded t hat
19 to over 19 mllion acres in 1980 with over 90 percent
20 bei ng permanently protected as w | der ness.
21 In ANI LCA, there is a section called 1002.

22 Section 1002 of this Federal |aw says that at sone
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1 point, a small portion should be designated as

2 potential oil and gas devel opnent. How small? Wen we
3 talk about the area designated for |easing that could
4 belimted to 2,000 acres, that is about the size of

5 ranch | grew up on in South Dakota. But for an exanple
6 that nmay be nore relevant to those of you here, Dulles
7 International Airport is 12,000 acres. Up a little

8 further to the north at Baltinore Internationa

9 Airport, that airport is 3,596 acres. And back hone,
10 the Ted Stevens International Airport is 4,608 acres.
11 So why are we even discussing nore oil and gas

12 devel opnment as renewabl es continue to play a |arger

13 role in the energy market? The reason is the U S

14 Energy Information Adm nistration, or EIA predicts

15 that by 2050, petroleum and other |iquids, followed

16 closely by natural gas, wll remain, by large

17 magni t udes, the nost consuned energy source in the U S
18 The International Energy Adm nistration predicts that
19 over 50 percent of the gl obe's energy by 2050 wi ||
20 still come fromthe traditional sources of oil and
21 nat ural gas.

22 So this oil fromthe coastal plain is a very
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I nportant factor in neeting future U S. demand, but if
the demand for oil and gas is going to be there at

| east 30 years fromnow, why the coastal plain? In
different studies that the governnment has conducted
over the years, the average potential is roughly -- the
mean is 10 to 11 billion barrels of oil. How does that
conpare? Today, over the last 40 years, we've produced
17 billion barrels of oil and counting fromthe North
Slope. So this has been described by the Federal
Governnent as the nost significant oil potential in the
US., and it is clearly the |argest onshore play on
Federal land in the entire country.

Production fromthe coastal plain wll
significantly reduce U S. reliance on foreign oil. The
El A predicts that from 2031 to 2050, when production
would finally cone online fromthe coastal plain, it
woul d reduce U. S. expenditures on crude oil and
petrol eum product inports by al nost $600 billion.

The Draft EIS is an inportant step toward
fulfilling Congress' directive that the Secretary of
Interior establish a conpetitive oil and gas program

for the | easing, devel opnent, production, and
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1 transportation of oil and gas in and fromthe coastal

2 pl ai n.
3 As the ElI A projections denonstrate, the
4 inplenmentation of Congress' nmandate for the coastal

5 plain is key to reducing future U S. reliance on

6 foreign oil.

7 Al aska's oil and gas industry has a history of

8 safe, effective, and environnentally responsible

9 devel opnent of Al aska and Anerica's Arctic spanning

10 alnost five decades. This record of devel opnent on

11 Alaska's North Sl ope and associ ated offshore areas

12 provi des strong support for BLM s proposed | easing

13 program of the coastal plain.

14 | bought an exanple with nme, this chart, this map,
15 that denpbnstrates that devel opnent today does not occur
16 the sane way as it did 40 years ago. In the 1970s, a
17 typical oil pad would be approxi mately 65 acres above
18 ground, and the drilling areas underground woul d extend
19 about 3 mles. Today, the surface area has shrunk to
20 about 12 acres above ground, but with the advancenent
21 of technol ogies and cutting-edge drilling techniques,

22  which, frankly, have been pioneered in the State of
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1 Al aska, the drilling now extends up to 55 mles

2 underground. But we're not stopping there. There is a

3 new advancenent with a newdrilling rig owned by the

4 Interior Alaska Native Corporation of Doyon that we

5 expect extended-reach drilling wll expand another 100

6 mles, so for a total of 154 square m | es underground

7 while maintaining only a 12-acre gravel pad on the

8 surface.

9 In regards to the Draft EIS, in general, the Draft
10 EISis well organized and provides a thorough anal ysis
11 of reasonably foreseeable inpacts of a coastal plain
12 | easi ng program BLM has nade great strides to prepare
13 a Draft EIS that is responsive to Congress' directive
14  whil e analyzing anticipated effects of future
15 devel opnent consistent with the requirenments of the
16 Nati onal Environnmental Policy Act, or our favorite,

17 NEPA.

18 It is essential that BLM s EI S eval uate

19 alternatives that neet the purpose and need establi shed
20 by Congress. Although we are still evaluating the

21 alternatives, and we will prepare detailed witten

22 comrents by the March deadline, it does appear that
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sone alternatives could nmake actual devel opnent of the
coastal plain challenging because sone of the
alternatives would not allow or support integrated
devel opnment. Any alternatives that do not allow for

t he eventual devel opnent, production, and
transportation of oil and gas in and fromthe coastal
plain woul d not neet the requirenents established by
Congress, and, therefore, would not neet the need and
pur pose of the EIS. W encourage BLMto continue to
carefully consider all detailed witten coments and to
continue to proceed with the preparation of a fina

El S.

As the representative of industry, | often get the
guestion, WIIl the conpanies participate? | don't
know. We can't guarantee participation in any |ease
sale, whether it's in the coastal plain, other Federal
areas across the country, or even in our State |ands,
but | can guarantee that ny nenber conpanies are going
to continue to participate in | ease sales. The demand
requi res that conpanies continue to build reserves of
oil and gas to neet the energy needs across the gl obe.

As a nother of three little Al askans, | want
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1 Al aska to be protected as nuch as anybody el se, but as
2 | nmentioned, nore inportantly, as a fornmer teacher in
3 Atgasuk, with ny forner first and second graders, now
4 adults -- yes, I'"'mgetting old -- they're adults in

5 vill ages across the Slope, they are now parents with
6 first and second graders. They want a strong econom c

7 future where their subsistence lifestyle and cul tural

8 val ues can be maintained. |It's inportant to them so
9 It's inmportant to ne.

10 Thank you for the opportunity to be here today.
11 (Appl ause.)

12 M5. DONETTA TRITT: Hello. M nane is Donetta
13 Tritt. | amfromArctic Village, but I live in

14 Fai r banks.

15 So like ny first cousin, Galen Gl bert, Chief

16 Gl bert, said, there are elders who are -- who have

17 suf fered because we saw what coul d potentially happen
18 if we don't have caribou. To go a little nore into

19 that, as a health care provider, ny sister had to | ook
20 at the correlating problens within these | eaders and
21  why all of themwere getting sick and they were

22 suffering fromall of these gastric issues, and they
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1 were violent. | explained that in Fairbanks. And the
2 bi ggest -- the biggest connection that | cane to was

3 that their diet was Spam and macaroni and cheese, and

4 they didn't have their native good because we had none
5 for 3 nonths. And so this is what we're facing. One

6 of the nost vul nerabl e popul ations, our elders, will be
7 suffering.

8 | want to thank M. Sol onon for his comments

9 towards the GMch'in. | don't know which ones were

10 directed at us because we did not nove you to three

11 | ocations, but we are people, and | agree. And when

12 they go after your whale, we're going to be there with

13 you fighting because we respect you. That's respect.

14 (Appl ause.)
15 V5. DONETTA TRITT: W've had oil revenues in our
16 State for the past 40 years, since the '70s. It's no

17 big news. Tell nme then, why do Al aska Natives have the
18 highest suicide rate in the Nation? W are the ones
19 that suffer. W haven't benefited fromthis. W have
20 40 years of data that show that. Open your eyes. Step
21 back fromthe greed. [|'masking to be allowed to be

22 Gm ch'in and to always continue the way we al ways have,
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1 sharing that land with our I|fupiat brother and sisters.
2 It's hard com ng up here, and I comend all of you for
3 comng up here. It's scary. [|I'mshaking in ny boots.
4 But I want to thank you guys for |istening.

5 But one of the issues, one of the many, | have is
6 that there is no direct inpact to the native people in
7 the EIS, and that's conpletely false. You can get the
8 data. Go get it. Take the tine. W're here. You can
9 cone out and hunt with us. W'Ill feed you. Get the

10 right nunmbers. It does affect us.

11 As for the calving grounds, the unique situation
12 Is that it's the birthplace for these -- these female
13 cow caribous. M background is in childbirth. I'ma

14 birth doula, so | have the privilege of being next to

15 wonen bring life into the world. It's a powerful,

16 powerful process. |It's beautiful. | don't ever |eave
17 the sane person | am | |eave better.

18 The coastal plain is where the caribou bring life
19 into the world. No amount of planning will make it

20 okay or safe. W dedicate entire wards to wonen who
21 are giving birth because it's a vul nerabl e process.

22 You can't do anything. You have to focus on givVing
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1 birth to your baby, your newlife. W would never

2 al I ow construction, |oud noises, to be on one end of a

3 maternity ward while we expect wonen to have safe,

4  healthy babies on the other end with those | oud noi ses.
5 That's exactly what you're doing to these cari bou.

6 Birth is beautiful, but it's fragile for all wal ks
7 of life and all spirits.

8 So | just want to end with, | don't want to go on

9 too long, that an elder told us that we may not be rich
10 wth noney, but we are rich in the know edge of who we

11 are, and we're Guvch'in, and that's threatened right

12 now.

13 Thank you. Mahsi'.

14 (Appl ause and cheering.)

15 MR, RI CHARD GLENN: Good afternoon. Thank you for

16 having this hearing. And |I commend the panel for the
17 difficult logistics of traveling through our State and
18 our many comunities for this inportant hearing. And
19 we were weighing in at this last hearing so that you

20 know exactly where our peopl e stand.

21 My nane is Richard Aenn. | work for Arctic Sl ope

22 Regi onal Corporation. W have 13,000 sharehol ders. W
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1 have formed an association with all of the village

2 corporations and Tribes and nunicipalities in our

3 region, a nonprofit organization called the Voice of

4 the Arctic. The Voice of the Arctic I fiupiat have

5 passed a resolution supporting the people of Kaktovik,
6 supporting safe responsi ble exploration and devel opnent
7 of the coastal plain of ANVR

8 Specifically, we support a nodified warm-- a

9 nodified formof Alternative Bin the Draft EIS. W
10 support amending this alternative to address specific
11 community concerns of the residents of Kaktovik, year-
12 round subsi stence access to the coastal plain and

13 community inpact benefits to the village, much the sane

14 way NPRA villages are -- are receiving inpact date
15 today.
16 In case | forget, | have it witten on ny phone,

17 we stand with Kaktovik. The story is sinple. And it's
18 in this decision, in this process, we're united |ike we
19 have been few other tines in our history. And Qen

20 said it best when he said we don't speak for everybody,
21 but we speak for nost.

22 ASRC strongly believes that all voices should be
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1 heard t hroughout this process. There nust be a bal ance
2 bet ween preservati on and responsi bl e devel opnment. ASRC
3 contends that special attention should be given to the
4 community of Kaktovik and that exploration and

5 devel opnent, by its very own nature, is self-limting.

6 Wen you put, in addition to that, the limtation of

7 acreage that's nmandated by the act that authorized the

8 opening of the coastal plain, it's limted even

9 further.
10 So in addition to the specific support of a
11 nodified Alternative B, | question the |arge swaths of

12 no surface facilities. There's not going to be surface

13 facilities everywhere when you're limted to the 2,000-

14  acre footprint. It seens |like an unfortunate

15 consequence of a well-intended practi ce.

16 This is a part of a public |lands practice

17 deci si on-nmaki ng process that goes on all the tine. It

18 takes community invol venent, advocacy, standing up for
19 what you think is right, and seeing the process through
20 to the end, and ASRC is continuing to be with you every
21 step of the way.

22 So thank you.
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1 (Appl ause.)

2 CH EF TI MOTHY ROBERTS: All right. | just want to
3 start off by thanking everyone that has come up here

4  speaking on our behalf and your own Tribe's behalf.

5 This topic here, all of this, | honestly didn't think
6 It was real sone years ago, | just thought it was a

7 hoax, someone trying to scare us out of our honel and or
8 sonething like that, but I knowit's real now, and |I've
9 partly read the EI'S, and | understand that there are

10 sone things left out of it that sone of us would Iike

11 to be in there.

12 And if you would just take a |look at this picture
13 here and imagine it just getting devel oped, | nean,

14 getting full developed. It just -- I'mreally in awe
15 by this honestly because |I'mover 22 years old, |'ve
16 lived in the village all ny life. |'man elected

17 official now, the first chief of the Venetie Vill age

18 Council since | ast Septenber the 29th. And |I'mthe

19 youngest chief Venetie has elected, and | believe

20 there's a reason for that, and they all do, too. There
21 are |l ess than 200 people with the votes. So yes.

22 Again, ny nanme is Tinothy Roberts. And so when
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you guys hear Gm ch'in or any Native Anerican in the
State of Al aska say that we live off of the |and,
they're not just saying that because they lived there
for all their lives, they say that because they mean
that. They absolutely do live off of the |and. Take
for exanple this vest or anyone el se's beautiful vest
out there in the crowmd. These cone fromthe animals
that provide for us, that the |land provides for us. |
can go on and on about this, but | probably have enough
already. But | am say the GMch'in and the Venetie
Tribal Governnent and Village Councils of Venetie and
Arctic Village strongly disagree with devel opnents in
the coastal plain. Despite it being sonme hundred yards
fromour lands, it will affect us. That's no gi mm ck,
we all know that. | nean, even with the few pipelines
that are in the State today, they are affecting us
today, scranbling different herds to blend in with

anot her herd, and sendi ng coastal birds nore inland or
whatnot. W have seen sone strange -- | have seen sone
strange things behind ny backyard in nmy village. And
Arctic Village, for exanple, polar bears. W0 sees

pol ar bears in Arctic Village? That's -- that's wld.
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1 But yes. I1've lived inthe village all ny life,
2 nost of us have. And | tried to nove into the city
3 once; | couldn't doit. | noved back as fast as |
4 could. Yes, with -- I don't know how nuch | can stress
5 It to you guys that what this devel opnent will do to
6 us. Economcally, it may be appropriate for sonme, but
7 for others, our livelihood it will affect. |magine us
8 not being able to nmake vests anynore or snowshoes
9 because we don't have willows anynore or there's no
10 heal t hy boonmbush (ph) running around anynore. That's
11 what I'mgetting at.
12 And the Gmch'in of all different parts in the
13 States, Canada, we're all dependent on the land. |If
14 the land isn't healthy, we aren't, and that's -- that's
15 the bottomline.
16 So once again | strongly consider you guys -- or
17 for you guys to reconsider this option, and with all ny
18 heart, | -- well, Balash, gents, hear us out.
19 Thank you
20 (Appl ause and cheering.)
21 M5. MARJORIE CEMM LL: Hello. M nanme is Marjorie
22 Gemmill. 1'mNeetsaii GMch'in fromArctic Vill age,
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Al aska. My community is |ocated on the southern border
of the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge. M/ people, the
Gwm ch'in At habaskans throughout Al aska and Canada, have
coexi sted with the Porcupine caribou herd for thousands
of years. Gamch'ins rely on the caribou for food,
culture, and spiritual reasons. Qur culture revol ves
around the caribou, our traditional dances, our songs,
and the food nourishes our bodi es.

If there is oil drilling in the refuge, we wll
not be able to subsist off the | and anynore. The
caribou will get sick. The place where they have their
babies wll no |onger be safe for them As a result,
the caribou will have nowhere to go.

| grewup in a famly of hunters, ny brothers. W
brother Jerrald John is here with ne. | |earned at an
early age on howto -- ny brothers |learned at an early
age how to properly hunt and respect the animals. M
dad is a hunter. M |ate husband, Danny Gemrmil| was a
hunter, and he taught ny sons how to hunt when they
were 12 years old. And this is our culture, and this
is our way of life. It's not just our food source,

it's our Gvch'in way of life. And it doesn't matter

Alderson Court Reporting

1-800-FOR-DEPO www.AldersonReporting.com


http:www.AldersonReporting.com

Meeting - Auditorium 2/13/2019
Washington, DC Page 85

1 where ny comrunity resides, if it resides within the

2 refuge or not, we are on the boundaries of the Arctic

3 Refuge, and what matters is the protection of wildlife
4 within the refuge

5 What | dream about is a healthy and safe

6 environnent, clean environnment, for ny children and the
7 future generations. W need to ask ourselves, \Wat are
8 we |eaving behind for our kids? Wat are we doing to

9 make it safe and healthy for then? W need to do

10 better. W need to keep the | and clean, pristine, and
11 untouched.

12 My fam |y goes canping and hunting every fall. W
13 teach our youth how to hunt, how to gather plants and
14 berries, and there's no better feeling than to be out
15 on the land away fromsociety. And it's like being in
16 paradise; that's howit feels when you' re out there.

17 And this is what we're all tal king about when we --

18 when we're speaking. And we're speaking fromour heart

19 because this is our way of life, and we're not just

20 protesting drilling, you know, we're doing this because
21 -- to protect our culture and our people.
22 | also owmn land. | own 160 acres. |It's a Native
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1 allotment north of Arctic Village near the Arctic

2 Refuge. And | fully oppose any oil devel opnent in the

3 Arctic Refuge. And I'll restate what my Uncl e Abraham
4 said: Tell me, why are you so interested in the Arctic
5 Refuge? Wiy don't you go drill sonewhere el se? Leave

6 the Arctic Refuge al one.

7 In nmy opinion, why destroy a beautiful wildlife

8 refuge for a few nonths of oil? It's not worth it.

9 This agenda of drill and destroy land is a joke and
10 driven by greed. You all say safe drilling. Wat

11 about no drilling?

12 (Appl ause and cheering.)

13 M5. MARJORIE CEM LL: Al this is a political

14 pl oy to make Republicans | ook |ike they acconplished

15 something. Wat is the government going to do if there
16 IS no nore caribou? What are they going to do for us?
17 Not hi ng. Do you what lasts forever? Land. M elders
18 have taught ne that the land is forever, and noney is
19 short term And | will continue to speak up agai nst

20 oil drilling for nmy people and ny children. And the

21 best thing that John Fritzson (ph) did for ne and ny

22 people is to secure 1.8 mllion acres of land for us
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1 I nst ead of noney.
2 So mahsi' cho.
3 (Appl ause and cheering.)
4 M5. TONYA GARNETT: | guess it's my turn now.

5 (Speaki ng Al aska Native | anguage.) M nane is Tonya

6 Garnett. I'mfromArctic Village. | don't nean to be

7 (i naudi bl e) ny back, but you guys probably heard enough

8 fromnme. (Laughs.)

9 But I"'mfromArctic Village. | grewup in Arctic
10 Village. | work for my Tribal governnment, the Native
11  Village of Venetie Tribal CGovernment. W don't speak
12 for anybody else. W don't speak for anyone else. W
13 only speak for our Tribe.

14 | ama Tribal nenber of the Native Vill age of

15 Venetie Tribal Government. W are Neetsaii OGwich'in.
16 And as GM ch'in people, we stay united in protection of
17 the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge to protect the

18 caribou. And we will always stand together and we wl|
19 al ways stand to protect the caribou because caribou is
20 our life. W have been saying since 1988 caribou is
21 our life, and it's because we've |lived with them since

22 time imenorial. W've lived with them and we' ve
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1 al ways been the stewards of our land, and this is what
2 we're doing now, is we've always nmanaged our own gane,
3 fish and gane, our own resources traditionally, and

4 right now ours is being threatened.

5 And we m ght not be as close to the coastal plain
6 as other communities, but we are the second cl osest

7 village. And Arctic Village is the second cl osest

8 village to the cal ving grounds, to the birthing

9 grounds. And we have a direct correlation to the

10 caribou herd. And we've always respected the cari bou,
11 the land, and we -- we hope to continue to do that for
12 thousands nore years.

13 And we only speak on what we know and who we are.

14 We cone to you as sinple hunble people, and we cone to

15 tell you about who we are. W still live in a

16 community -- there's only -- you can only fly in and
17 out. There is no -- no road system And we still live
18 a traditional GMch'in life. W still go up to the

19 nmount ai n.
20 | grewup in Arctic Village, and we go to the
21 nountain. W canp every fall and we hunt and we

22 harvest caribou to sustain our communities. And when
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1 we get caribou, we share it wth everybody. W share
2 it with everybody in our communities and we trade it

3 wth the other cormunities. W share it with our

4 elders. W share it with -- we shared with BLM when

5 they canme up. They probably came up four or five

6 times. They have ate caribou neat. They have danced
7 wthus. W're hospitable. W're welcomng. And if

8 anybody cones up there, we wll always wel cone them and
9 invite them W are respectful people, and we were

10 taught to always respect everybody.

11 In 1988, when the threat becane real and we first
12 -- Wwe -- or we gathered in Arctic Village, and we never

13 gathered in over 100 years, the whole Gumch'in Nation,

14 i ncludi ng Canada's side and Alaska's side. | was 9
15 years old at that first gathering. | grew up with
16 this. | knowthis. And this is our life.

17 Today we bring our Tribal |eaders, we bring our

18 chiefs, we bring our councils, we bring our second

19 chief, we bring our elder, we bring youth, and we bring
20 -- we always -- we cone here to fight, we cone here to
21 educate, and even though we have to | eave our famli es,

22 | left ny 9-year-old son, we do it because it's
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1 I nportant to us. This is real to us. It's our
2 livelihood is at stake and our way of life.
3 And so even since -- since the passage of the TAPS

4 Act we've been through a lot. And we continue to fight
5 and we continue to show up no matter what. Like

6 Marjorie said, she lost -- since the passage of the

7 TAPS Act, we've really had to step up our gane as a

8 Tribal governnment and fight. She has |ost her husband.
9 Gal en has lost his nmother-in-law. | lost ny son's --

10 son's father. W lost our cousin. W've had health

11 i ssues. Three nonths ago | had a stroke. But we're
12 still here today because this is inportant to us. This
13 Is inmportant to our people. And we stand here and we
14 tell you we -- we need -- we -- we are so grateful that

15 everybody gives help, but we stand here and we only

16 represent our Tribe. W don't represent anybody el se.
17 W don't speak for anybody el se.

18 We have our culture. W know who we are. W know

19 where we cane from And we want to continue to |ive

20 there for thousands -- a thousand nore years.
21 And then we speak for those of us that came before
22 us, those that will conme after, and those -- and those
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that can't speak for thenselves, the caribou. And we
conme here and we speak for our youth, our kids, our

el ders. And we hope you stand strong and protect our
way of |ife.

Mahsi ' cho.

(Appl ause and cheering.)

MR, CGECFFREY HASKETT: Thank you. Hello, G eg,
Ted. Good to see you all, gentlenen. |If it's okay
with you, I'"'mgoing to face this way.

So ny nane is Geoffrey Haskett, and |I'm president
of the National WIldlife Refuge Association. W work
all over the country on wildlife refuges fromHawaii to
Florida to Alaska to Maine, but the Arctic Nationa
Wldlife Refuge is particularly inportant to us. And
"Il make it real clear, 1've heard | ots of el oquent
speeches, and | hear sone people call it ANWR sone
people call it Arctic National WIldlife Refuge. W're
al ways very careful to call it the Arctic National
Wl dlife Refuge because just calling it an acronym
makes it seem | ess inportant what's happeni ng there.

Prior to working for the Refuge Association, | was

a regional director for the Fish and Wldlife Service
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1 In Alaska. |'ve been to the refuge nmany, many tines.
2 | can tell you fromvery personal experience, it's one

3 of the nost nmagnificent and extraordi nary pl aces

4 anywhere in the world. The Arctic Refuge is an

5 unt ouched place. It is truly one of the very few

6 wldernesses left in the United States of America. The
7 GmM ch'in people live in the refuge. They know the | and
8 better than any of us here. Their footprint does not

9 I npact the novenent of wldlife or change the

10  topography, and novenent of water and m gration

11 patterns of animals. W need to listen to them

12 There conmes a point in our country when we have to
13 ask ourselves, Wien do we stop devel opnent and reserve
14 the fewremaining wild places for our children and our
15 grandchildren? The Arctic Refuge, and particularly the
16 coastal plain, is honme to polar bears and cari bou and
17 gray wol ves and Arctic foxes and wal rus, ringed seals.
18 There are 200 species of birds you see on these rich

19 nesting grounds, and these birds then mgrate to the

20 other 49 States. For many of these animals, the refuge
21 is a haven, it is their only hone. They have nowhere

22 el se to go.
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1 If BLM sets up drilling operations in the coastal
2 plain, all of this will change. W wll |lose that rich
3 abundance of wildlife no matter how carefully you think
4 you can drill. The machinery required for drilling,
5 the trucks, the installation, the roads: all of them
6 wll inpact this area for generations to cone. W
7 oppose the sale of leases in the Arctic Refuge, and we
8 wll do everything in our power to stop it.
9 Thank you for being here today.
10 (Appl ause and cheering.)
11 M5. ANNA JANE JOYNER: Hi. Thank you for having
12 me today. And thank you to all the Gmch'in who have
13 conme fromso far away to share your stories. | am
14 honored and hunbl ed to be here in your presence.
15 My name is Anna Jane Joyner, and |I'ma climte
16 activist. I'malso the host of a podcast called "No
17 Pl ace Li ke Hone," a show that gets to the heart of
18 climte change. |'mhere today to stand in solidarity
19 wth the Guvch'in and to share ny heartfelt opposition
20 todrilling in the Arctic National WIdlife Refuge.
21 "' mthe daughter of an evangelical pastor, and ny faith
22 has al ways been a driving force of ny activism These
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1 days, | am bl essed to share the Episcopal tradition

2 wth many of ny brothers and sisters who are Gwm ch'in.
3 You may not know it, but the first commandnent in the
4 Bibleis to steward the earth, Genesis 2:15: "The Lord
5 God took the man and put himin the Garden of Eden to
6 work and to keep it."

7 | believe that this Iife, this Earth, is a

8 m racul ous gift from God that we were commanded to

9 serve and protect. It's God's nmsterpiece, God's

10 creation. The central tenets of Christianity are,

11 "Thou shalt | ove the Lord your God with all thy heart
12 and with all thy soul and with all thy mnd. This is
13 the first and greatest commandnent. And the second is
14 like unto it: Thou shalt |ove your neighbor as

15 yourself." It's hard to love the Creator if you're
16 harm ng God's masterpiece. And it's hard to | ove our
17 nei ghbors if we're destroying their sacred | and,

18 community, and cul ture.

19 As we've heard today, the Gamch'in's lives are
20 Integrally connected to and dependent upon the
21 Por cupi ne cari bou and to that sacred birthplace of

22 life, the Arctic National WIdlife Refuge. The
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1 GMm ch'in are al ready experiencing severe harmfrom

2 fossil fuels. As the ice nelts due to climte change,
3 their ancestral way of |life beconmes far nore dangerous
4 and nore difficult.

5 |'ve never been to Al aska, though I'd | ove to go

6 one day, but | do have two very personal connections to
7 this fight. The first is that I, too, live on the

8 frontlines of climte change on the Gulf Coast of

9 Al abama, where ny famly has |ived, |loved, and thrived
10 on the water for six generations, over a century now.
11 Perdi do Beach is a small town of 500 people that's

12 surrounded by the sea on three sides. W're already

13  experiencing unprecedented hot Qulf waters, nearly a

14 f oot of sea level rise, and nonster storns that

15 terrorize us nore and nore every hurricane season. W
16 have al so seen the i nmense destruction caused by nearby
17 oil drilling thanks to the BP oil spill, a catastrophe
18 our wildlife and communities are still suffering and

19 recovering fromto this day.

20 It's not unlikely we'll lose ny famly's bel oved
21 honmepl ace within ny lifetime. |If | choose to have
22 children, it's alnost certain that we'll lose it within
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1 theirs. Wwen | sit with this reality about loss, it's
2 a feeling beyond heartbreak; there are sinply no words.
3 CQur famly has only been on our land for just over a

4 century. The GMch'in have been on theirs for tens of
5 t housands of years. | truly cannot imagine the pain

6 and anger they nust be feeling right now Their

7 courage is one of the nost profound and hunbling things
8 |"ve ever w tnessed.

9 The other reason | amhere is ny nentor, a | egend
10 of a man nanmed Lenny Kohm Lenny was a photo

11  journalist until he did a story on the Arctic, and when
12 he saw the devastation that oil and gas drilling were
13 causing, and he saw the Arctic National WIldlife

14 Ref uge, and he befriended the Gamch'in, he decided he
15 could no longer be a journalist, he could no | onger be
16 unbi ased, he had to becone an activist, and he spent

17 decades of his life working with GMch'in elders in

18 comunities going all around this country talking to
19 one person or 1,000, sharing how beautiful and sacred
20 this place is and how we should protect it.

21 He woul d be here today, but he passed away a few

22 years ago. Before he passed, he taught us a life
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1 mantra that he |earned fromthe GMch'in, and that's

2 sinply to show up and to do it in a good way. So |

3 canme here today, | showed up for Lenny and for one of
4 the places and people he loved nost in the world.

5 A vast majority of the Arctic is already open to
6 drilling. Wy destroy this sacred place, this bel oved
7 culture and community, for short-termprofit? You have
8 an amazi ng opportunity to save the sacred place and to
9 protect sone of our nost vul nerabl e nei ghbors.

10 As Christians and people of goodw Il of any

11 religion or spirituality, we are called to show up and
12 do it in a good way, and we are called to say no to

13 drilling in the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge. |

14 hope and pray you will join nme in doing so.

15 Thank you.

16 (Appl ause and cheering.)

17 V5. DESI REE SORENSON- GROVES: Thank you so much

18 for the opportunity to comment. M nane is Desiree

19 Sorenson-Goves. |I'mthe Vice President of Governnent
20 Affairs for the National WIdlife Refuge Association,
21 the only national nonprofit organization focused solely

22 on protecting and enhancing the National WIldlife
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Ref uge System for the benefit of the Anmerican people.

For the record, | want to express that while |
appreciate the BLMand its role as a vital |and
manager, | strongly disagree that they are |eading this
effort. The U S. Fish and Wldlife Service should not
be sinply a cooperating agent -- agency in sonething as
enornous as opening the largest national wldlife
refuge to the destruction of oil and gas drilling. |
appreciate that Regional Director Siekaniec is here,
but it |eads nme to wonder how the BLM has the expertise
to present to the Anmerican peopl e about the inportance
of the crown jewel of the refuge system

Your children and grandchildren wll know what you
did as part of opening America's last frontier to
devel oprment. They will know your role in protecting or
destroying the GMch'in people's way of life, your role
in allow ng destructive inpacts on inperiled species,
such as the polar bear, and ultimately your
participation to permanently protect or alter forever
one of the greatest and nobst inportant untouched
ecosystens |left on planet Earth.

Did you know that the refuge systemis the | argest
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systemof |lands and waters set aside for wldlife in
the world? |If it were a country, it would be the size
of India.

Did you know that every President, including
Presi dent Trunp, since Theodore Roosevelt has set aside
units of the refuge systemfor Anericans to enjoy?
Presi dent Dw ght Ei senhower set aside the Arctic
National WIldlife Refuge on Decenber 6, 1960. |If
| easi ng sal es go through, you will be part of the only
adm nistration in history to weaken the integrity of
the National WIdlife Refuge System

D d you know that the refuge system spans 13 tine
zones and, thus, the sun never actually sets on the
refuge systen? Did you know that the refuges in Al aska
enconpass 80 percent of the terrestrial acres in the
systenf? And did you know that the Arctic National
Wldlife Refuge is the |argest of all of the refuges in
the country at 19 mllion acres?

Did you know that the Al aska National |nterest
Lands Conservation Act, and when it was passed, it was
a conprom se, that drilling would occur in Prudhoe Bay

and not in the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge? D d
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1 you know t hat between Arctic Refuge and the adjacent

2 Arctic Qcean there are 700 kinds of plants, 200 species
3 of birds, 47 mammals, and 42 fish species? No other

4 protected area in the entire circunpolar north has such
5 abundant and diverse wildlife.

6 Did you know that this refuge is so inportant to
7 wldlife conservation not only in the United States but
8 to all the world, that in 2014, President OCbana

9 transmtted a w | derness recommendation to Congress to
10 designate the entire refuge as a wilderness, the first
11  such transmittal froman adm nistration to Congress for
12 the refuge systemsince 1974? D d you know that in

13 1997, | awrakers | ed by Don Young and John D ngell

14 passed a | aw mandating that the refuge system be

15 managed as a system and not as separate units? G| and
16 gas drilling in the refuge's coastal plain wll inpact
17 every species in the United States and six continents.
18 What happens in the Arctic Refuge doesn't stay in the
19 Arctic Refuge; it has inpacts to the entire refuge

20 system and, thus, violates the Refuge System

21 | mprovenent Act. May you all not be visited by John

22 Dingell's ghost should you drill in the Arctic Refuge.
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We at the Refuge Association stand with the
GmM ch'in Nation and are staunchly opposed to drilling
in Anerica's last frontier. | leave with you -- |
| eave with you a quote. |If you don't know who it's
from you owe it to the American people to find out.

"I hope that the United States of Anmerica is not
so rich that she can afford to |l et these w | dernesses
pass by or so poor that she cannot afford to keep
t hem "

Thank you for your tine.

(Appl ause and cheering.)

MR, CHUCK FEERI CK: Well, good afternoon, and
t hank you very much for the opportunity to be here
today. | knowit's difficult for you to sit in one

spot and listen to all of us, but we appreciate that.

My nanme is Chuck Feerick. | live in Fairfax,
Virginia. |'man environnmental engineer. And |I've
worked in the oil industry for over 40 years, and 35 of

those years for a nmgjor oil conpany. And ny primry
focus during those 35 years was to reduce the
environnment al inpact of our operations across North

Anerica and Europe, and | think I was fairly successful
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wth that. So |I've been involved in projects fromthe
@l f of Mexico up to the oil sands in Al berta, fromthe
shores of Sicily to the fiords of Norway. And |

apol ogi ze, | have not reviewed the Draft Environnental

| npact Statenment, but fromthe presentation this
afternoon, ny sense is it's very conprehensive and

t hor ough.

I wll say, though, based on ny experience, that
there is no technol ogy, there is no nethodol ogy, there
IS no approach, there is no way that you can go into a
pristine environment like the Arctic National WIldlife
Ref uge and not cause irreparabl e damage and extensive
desecration of the area. |t cannot be done.

(Appl ause and cheering.)

MR, CHUCK FEERICK: So the coastal plain, it's the
bi ol ogi cal heart of the refuge, and it supports
mllions of mgratory birds, thousands -- hundreds of
t housands of cari bou, wolves, grizzly bears, polar
bears, nuskoxen, you know, et cetera. And we've heard
that this coastal plainis really a small percentage of
the overall refuge, but it's the heart of the refuge,

and if you drive a stake through the heart, the body
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1 can't survive.

2 And | want to just nention, too, another

3 constituency that's very inportant to kind of the

4 economc -- the economics of this country, and it's

5 sort of a quiet constituency, you don't hear nuch from
6 it, but it's the mllions of naturalists and

7 bi rdwat chers, of which | amone, and we spend billions
8 of dollars really every year, we're buying optical

9 equi pnent, phot ographi c equi pnment, we're taking trips
10 from you know, the East Coast to the West Coast, we've
11 rafted the Canning River, we've hiked in the Brooks

12 Mountains. | mean, there's billions of dollars that we
13 contribute, you know, to the econony, and the reason

14 we're doing this is because these beautiful birds that
15 nest and breed in the coastal plain, they come our way
16 during the spring and fall mgration, they spend w nter
17 wth us. You know, it's the turnstones and the

18 phal aropes and dunlins and the | oons and the ducks. |
19 nean, that's what we cone to see, and when those
20 nesting areas are gone, those birds are gone, and
21 that's going to, you know, inpact -- it's going to

22 I mpact the economy. And oftentines that's di scounted
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1 and not really considered, but | think it's very

2 | mportant.

3 So I"'mjust going to again close ny brief remarks
4 to say at sonme point we have to | ook towards the future
5 and turn away fromthis phil osophy of exploiting, you

6 know, for short-termprofits the resources that bel ong

7 to all living beings for all tine.
8 (Appl ause and cheering.)
9 MR, CHUCK FEERICK: And the world -- the world is

10 awash in cheap oil and gas, and at the sane tine, it's
11 in the mddle of a -- of a nass extinction, and we
12 really don't need nore oil production; what we need are

13 nore national wldlife refuges.

14 Thank you.

15 (Appl ause and cheering.)

16 REVEREND LENNOX YEARWOOD, JR.: Thank you. M

17 name i s Reverend Lennox Yearwood, Jr. | amthe

18 presi dent of the H p Hop Caucus. |'m here representing

19 that entity, but I'malso here kind of just nostly as
20 an Anerican. For nmany years, | served as an officer in
21 the Chaplain Corps of the United States Air Force

22 Reserve, and for many years, | worked with young
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1 peopl e, hence, the H p Hop Caucus, which is a great

2 organi zation. But one of the things for ne that kind
3 of brought nme to being aware of what we're doing in our
4 transition fromfossil fuels to clean energy really is
5 where I'mfrom and that's I|"'mfromthe great State of
6 Loui si ana.

7 And being from Loui siana, which is a -- if you

8 haven't been, |'m sure you have, great food and all of
9 t hose great things, but we had sonething al so called
10 Hurricane Katrina. And in Hurricane Katrina, we had a
11 situation where over 1,800 people, and particularly

12 poor people and people of color, were not only left

13 behi nd, but were killed in a catastrophic hurricane.
14 So that kind of led me on this (inaudible) where |
15 began to connect with other people around our great

16 country, which brought nme in contact and actually took
17 me to Alaska and let ne get in contact with the

18 Gm ch'in people and to see the amazing State, | nean,
19 the drop-dead beautiful State of Alaska. | nean, it
20 was going through from Anchorage to Hope to ot her

21 places | nmean literally was stunning.

22 Now, there are great parts of Louisiana, but | was
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just blown away at how beautiful and seeing things that
were there in the roadway, fromthe caribou to seeing
the wildlife and the birds. And the first thing that
came to ne was this, it was that, How could we begin to
destroy this amazing | and? How could we destroy this

| and that the Gwm ch'in people have called hone for
centuries, to literally continue on the archaic,
literally old dinosaur-ridden industry of fossil fuels
when we can transition to clean energy?

And then | began to think that when | would cone
here to the Bureau of Land Managenent and have this
conversation, which was great, |'ve got to tell you
that fromnmy community also |['man African Anerican,
and when | told | was comng to BLM they said, "Oh,
you're going to Black Lives Matter." | said, "No, no,
no, it's the Bureau of Land --

MALE SPEAKER: (OFf m crophone.)

(Laughter.)

REVEREND LENNOX YEARWOOD, JR.: -- in that aspect,
have this conversation, the one thing that |I realized
and why | am here today is this: as a person of color,

clearly, as you know by my record of serving as an

Alderson Court Reporting

1-800-FOR-DEPO www.AldersonReporting.com


http:www.AldersonReporting.com

Meeting - Auditorium 2/13/2019
Washington, DC Page 107

1 officer, I love ny country. Many people woul d wonder,
2 how coul d a black man serve in a country that once

3 enslaved their ancestors? And this is why: because |
4 believe that in our country, when we know what to do is
5 right, we nmake right decisions. W can do what is

6 right.

7 Now, | understand that there are probably sone

8 forces even in this roomtoday who are literally trying
9 to make sure that you can't do what you need to do, but
10 | ask you to kind of rise above those forces, dig

11 within your internal spirit to do what's right, not

12 only for the GMch'in people, not only for the

13 wldlife, but for future generations. | stand before
14  you as a person of color who in this city was once

15 ensl aved.

16 So let me paint that picture. |nagine ne, now you
17 can be in front, and think about endi ng sonething

18 catastrophic like slavery and having a slave nan before
19 you while the slave owners are telling you not to end
20 slavery. Tinme would tell you that you were on the
21 right side of history if you stood with the slave and

22 didn't go with the slave ower. You are now at that
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1 point in history when you are at a point where it's not
2 only about equality, but it's about existence. Wen

3 there are those forces who are telling you to do the

4 wong thing and you are in this nonent, when you will
5 be judged by history.

6 And so |let ne conclude by saying this: | amso

7 glad that in our country black folk, white folk, brown
8 folk, male, fermale, straight, gay, saw how terrible it
9 was for us to have sonething |ike slavery, and they

10 literally gave their lives to stop it. You are now at
11 a nonent when you have to make a courageous stand, not
12 only for you, but for the next generation, in which

13 they will | ook back upon this nonent, this tinme, your
14  decision, and they will say either those brave nmen and
15 wonen stood up to one of the nost powerful forces in

16 the fossil fuel industry and said enough is enough, or

17  -- or --

18 (Appl ause and cheering.)

19 REVEREND LENNOX YEARWOOD, JR.: -- or they wll
20 | ook back upon this nonment and say they weren't brave

21 enough to stand up.

22 Let ne just say this, in 2119, 100 years from now,
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1 none of us, not nme or you, wll be here, none of us
2 wll be here 100 years from now, but your decision wll
3 be.
4 (Appl ause and cheering.)
5 REVEREND LENNOX YEARWOOD, JR.: That's the inmmense
6 nmoment you sit in. And so I'ma chaplain. | don't
7 envy at all. | don't play the ganme where Denobcrat or
8 Republican. 1'mhere for humanity. | don't envy your

9 deci sion or your bravery, what you may have to do, but
10 history, if you decide to | eave the Arctic sinply

11  alone, future generations wll | ook upon your decision
12 and say, "Well done. Well done, ny good and faithful

13 servant . "

14 | wish you the best in your decision. Godspeed.
15 (Appl ause and cheering.)

16 MR M CHAEL WALD: That's a little hard to foll ow
17 up. M nane is Mchael Wald. | know several of you.
18 | live in rural Alaska with ny famly, and I run a

19 wlderness guiding conpany in the Arctic Refuge. [|I'm
20 concerned that I'lIl be out of business if there is

21 devel opnent on the coastal plain. Honestly, that's the

22 | east of my concerns about BLM s proposed actions. M
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1 concern is for the land and for the people who have

2 depended on it for generations are infinitely greater
3 than ny personal stake in the future of the refuge.

4 But to have no anal ysis of the danage to

5 commercial guiding, a thriving and sustai nable part of

6 the econony in northern Al aska, highlights the

7 I nadequaci es of the docunent |I'm here to conment on.
8 |"ve spent every sumrer of ny adult life on the refuge.
9 |' ve paddl ed the | agoons, wal ked across the coastal

10 plain, navigated pretty nuch all the rivers, napped on
11 the tundra, spent countless days teaching people from

12 around the world about the ecol ogy of the place.

13 Unfortunately, the authors of this EI'S don't have
14  that know edge and on-the-ground experience. | read
15 the entire EIS. 1've never done that before. | wll

16 al so nake witten coments detailing the many

17 deficiencies, unfounded assunptions, and contradictory
18 statenents at a later date. It references rivers which
19 do not exist. It omts inportant resources entirely.
20 The first half of the docunent |ooks |ike it was cut

21 and paste froman EIS from another part of Al aska.

22 The Arctic Refuge is unique. It has unique
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hydrol ogy, climate, and wildlife. Assunptions based on
the Colville delta do not hold true in the Arctic
Refuge. This process is insufficient if BLM does not
even bother to characterize the place they propose to
turn froma tineless wlderness into an industrial

conpl ex.

It's 200 mles fromthe Achilik River to the
Colville delta. |It's unacceptable to assune that the
conditions in the refuge are the sane as they are on
the Colville. | have been to both places, and they are
not .

But even for a nonent, if |I | ook past the personal
harm t he devel opment will do to ne, and even if | | ook
past the hurried work on the EIS, if | |ook past the
| ack of current geophysical data and the litany of
absurd assunptions proffered in the EIS, we would still
be in a no-win situation.

For all the inadequacies -- excuse nme, |'m nervous
-- for all the inadequacies of the EI'S, the conclusions
of each section are still fairly clear. Over and over,
the EIS states that oil and gas devel opnent on the

coastal plain will do irreparable harm BLM concedes

Alderson Court Reporting

1-800-FOR-DEPO www.AldersonReporting.com


http:www.AldersonReporting.com

Meeting - Auditorium 2/13/2019

Washington, DC Page 112

1

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

that | easing has the potential to inpact the Porcupine
cari bou herd on a population level. The devel opnent

has the potential to further inpair polar bears of the
sout hern Beaufort Sea. Drilling will have significant

I npacts on subsistence for residents of Kaktovik and

the GM ch'in Nations. Environnental justice will not
be served. International treaty obligations will not
be net. The ecology of the coastal plain wll be

forever damaged. These are the conclusions of the EIS
witten in black and white by BLM And yet none of
these alternatives mtigate these inpacts in any
meani ngful way. D2 is quite a bit better, but it falls
way short.

So I want to go on record again in saying the
coastal plain is not an appropriate place for oi
devel opnent. The consequences are too great and the
rewar ds-benefit too few. Al aska and our nation need to
nove beyond oil. There should be no leasing in the
Arctic Refuge.

Thank you for your time. | appreciate being here.

(Appl ause and cheering.)

MR. JEFF CHEN. Hello. M nane is Jeff Chen for
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1 the record. | live in Anchorage, Al aska, and | would
2 like to defer ny tine to Bernadette Demi entieff, from
3 the Guch'in Steering Commttee.
4 VMS. BERNADETTE DEM ENTI EFF:  Thank you. Can | ask
5 everybody that wants protection for the Arctic National
6 WIldlife Refuge to please stand?
7 (Standing.)
8 MS. BERNADETTE DEM ENTIEFF: |'ma proud GmMch'in
9 fromFort Yukon, Alaska. | decided to conme up here
10 again to talk to you because you are trying to ask us
11 to defend 40,000 years of history in less than 42 hours
12 of hearings. How can you think that's okay?
13 Cari bou have up to 30- to 40,000 calves in a 2-
14  week period. They travel thousands of mles so that
15 they can go to this area that they have been going to
16 for over a mllion years. There is nowhere else for
17 themto go. You guys already have 95 percent of the
18 Arctic. |It's already open. Leave this alone. This
19 place is sacred to the Gamch'in. The oil underneath
20 nmeans nothing to us. W do not want the noney. W
21  want healthy environnent, we want healthy ecosystem we
22 want our children to be able to survive.
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1 (Appl ause and cheering.)
2 V5. BERNADETTE DEM ENTI EFF: W th over 70 percent
3 of Anericans oppose -- want protection for the Arctic

4  Refuge, and Al aska thawing twice the rate as the rest

5 of the world, we have 33 coastal communities falling

6 Into the ocean, and you are still comng into our

7 sacred lands, you're still comng in, and you're still
8 taking nore and nore. W are concerned, we're scared,
9 and we're worri ed.

10 Qur ancestors survived sone of the col dest,

11 harshest winters so that we can -- so that we can be

12 here, and that's why we are all standing here, because
13 we own that -- we owe that sane dedication and respect
14 to our future generations.

15 W will not be silenced and we will not be

16 di sm ssed, not when our way of life is being

17 threatened. This place -- this place is so special.

18 Look at how nmany people it has brought together, people
19 fromall over the world. W would not have even

20 connected otherwi se. You guys really need to

21 under stand what you're doing is not good, it's not good

22 for -- we have a spiritual and cultural connection. |
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1 personally -- | lost ny identity after high school, and
2 It is a huge part of the Porcupine caribou herd. And
3 i f you guys destroy their calving grounds, then you're
4 destroying us, as Gmch'in people.
5 So you need to stay out of the Arctic. Respect
6 our human rights.
7 (Appl ause and cheering.)
8 M5. AVANDA ROBINSON: Hi. That's kind of a hard
9 one to follow M nanme is Anmanda Robinson. | am here
10 on behal f of Creation Justice Mnistries, which is a
11 Chri stian nenbershi p organi zati on of orthodox mainline
12 Protestant historically black church, Peace Church, and
13 Baptist traditions. Through our nmenbers, we represent
14 roughly 100, 000 churches and 40 mllion people. And I
15 amhere today to stand in solidarity with the GMch'in
16 Nat i on.
17 For decades, religious communities have advocated
18 to protect the coastal plain of the Arctic National
19 WIldlife Refuge fromany extracted activity that could
20 di srupt the precious ecosystens therein. This
21 religious conmunity advocacy priority originated
22  through the Episcopal Church, which has a deep and
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special relationship wwth the Gmch'in Nation of
nort heast Al aska and nort hwest Canada.

For nore than 150 years ago, Anglican and,
subsequent |y, Episcopal mssionaries traveled to Fort
Yukon, Al aska, to establish a mssion there. Today,
nore than 90 percent of the Gm ch'in are Episcopali an.
Since 1991, the Episcopal Church has honored its
General Convention Resolution to oppose oil drilling in
the Arctic National Wldlife Refuge. Since the 1990s,
the cause to protect the refuge fromdrilling has
received long-terminstitutional support fromthe
Jewi sh Council for Public Affairs, the National Counci
of Churches USA, and the Evangelical Environnental
Net work, to nane a few.

Through our relationship with the Episcopa
Church, many religious communities have cone to
understand the ecological integrity of the coastal
plain as not only one of the |last best intact exanples
of the works of the Lord, but also as essential to the
religious liberty and | and-based subsi stence lifestyle
of the GMch'in people. For daily sustenance, the

Gwm ch'in depend on the Porcupi ne caribou herd, whose
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1 birthing patterns woul d be disrupted by oil exploration
2 in the refuge, ultimately threatening the survival of
3 both the caribou and the Gwi ch'in people.

4 W understand that the Porcupine caribou's

5 bi rthing ground, the coastal plain of the Arctic

6 Refuge, plays an inportant role in the GMch'in

7 creation stories. They call the coastal plain "The

8 Sacred Pl ace Were Life Begins," and any threat to the
9 animal is a threat to the GuMch'in. As one GmMch'in
10 woman put it to us, "It is our belief that the future
11 of the GuMch'in and the future of the caribou are the
12 sane. "

13 It is inportant to note that this land is

14  developed and it is in use to provide grazing and

15 bi rthing grounds for the caribou the GaMch'in Nation's
16 survi val depends on.

17 While this kind of |and does not -- |and use does
18 not create econom c benefit for corporations or the

19 State, it is the source of life for the GaMch'in and
20 has been for well over 10,000 years.

21 In the past 15 years, the United Methodi st Church,

22  the Episcopal Church, the Mennonite Church USA, and
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1 ot hers have been undergoi ng processes of study and

2 repentance for Christianity's historic role in

3 devastating indigenous cultures, spiritualities, and

4 the ecosystens on which they rely. As part of our

5 repentance, we seek to rectify injustices towards

6 I ndi genous communities, and we refuse to allow the

7 perpetuation of this historical trauma. For these

8 reasons, church communities have becone nore aware and
9 forceful about our noral responsibility to protect the
10 GmM ch'in people's ability to culturally, spiritually,
11 and physically rely on the bounty of the Arctic Refuge
12 as they have for nore than 10, 000 years.

13 Recently in Septenber 2017, over 120 Epi scopal

14 bi shops nmet in Alaska to learn nore and reaffirmtheir
15 commtment to the church's opposition to drilling. In
16 addition, the National Religious Partnership for the
17 Envi ronnent organi zed a petition calling for the

18 strongest possible conservation protection for the

19 refuge, which received nore than 100, 000 si gnatures by
20 peopl e of faith across the United States and was
21 submtted to Congress and the adm nistration in 2017.

22 In 2018, another National Religious Partnership
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for the Environnent petition specifically requested the
Departnment of Interior to refrain fromallow ng gas and
oil leasing. It secured roughly 17,000 signatures to
date, nost of which are from evangelical Christians.

Lastly, | appeal to those who are faced with
| easi ng decisions to consider carefully the full scope
of harmthat can be done to the ecological integrity of
the coastal plain. This includes not only the actual
drilling activities, but also seismc testing, as well
as the broader inposition of oil and gas
i nfrastructure, such as roads and pi pelines. Such harm
to this special part of God's creation has no nora
justification. The question posed today is whether or
not in 2019 the United States Governnent will make the
same grave errors it did in previous centuries towards
I ndi genous peoples. From Creation Justice Mnistries,
t he Episcopal Church, and the mllions of people of
faith we represent, we urge you not to inflict such
horrors agai n.

Thank you

(Appl ause and cheering.)

MR, ADAM KOLTON: | want to thank everybody for
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1 being here. Especially | want to thank the indi genous
2 peopl e from Al aska who are here speaking out so

3 eloquently and in such a noving way.

4 ' m Adam Kol ton. |'mthe Executive Director of

5 Al aska W/ derness League. W're the only national

6 organi zation devoted exclusively to the conservation of
7 Alaska's extraordinary national treasures. And

8 obvi ously we have a huge di sagreenent. You know, we --
9 we're here because this provision janmed in the tax

10 bill without a full fair and open debate as a way to
11 circunvent --

12 (Appl ause and cheering.)

13 MR. ADAM KOLTON: -- the vast mgjority of

14 Anmeri cans who know this, with any poll, don't want

15 drilling in the Arctic Refuge. It's well established.
16 Any poll, find any pollster, that's -- that's sinply

17 the fact. This had no vote in the House of

18 Representatives. There was no fair process. It only
19 was jammed in a bill, and it was jammed in a bill in a
20 way that -- that is reprehensible and, frankly,

21 I mor al .

22 But we're here. And you have a job to do, which
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Is this Environnmental |npact Statenent. So even if we
accept -- and we don't -- but even if you go to the
poi nt that we have this huge di sagreenment on whet her
drilling ought to occur, there were certain prom ses
made during the context of the tax bill debate and in
the legislation itself that had to be taken seriously.
The first is that the process itself, we heard the
Trunp adm nistration testify before the Congress that
-- that there would be a 4-to-5-year process before
there would be a | ease sale. That was your acting
director of the U S. Fish and Wldlife Service. Wll
you're trying to do it in 2 years. That's not what you
testified to, and the tax bill actually gave you tw ce
the time. So right there it's just outrageous.

(Appl ause.)

MR. ADAM KOLTON: We heard the senior Senator from
Al aska say that the reason for this is that you want to
create facts on the ground. You want to get a | ease
sale out there to make it harder to challenge. That's
not what we were prom sed. That's not a responsible
process by any definition.

M. Balash, the last tine that we were here at
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this hearing in D.C., we asked, requested, that we have
heari ngs around the country, and you ended the neeting
by saying that you woul d consider that. You inplied
that we mght do that. You have rejected any hearings
anywhere outside of Alaska and D.C., yet this is --
this is land that all Anericans own and have a rightful
stewardship responsibility for. | think that's wong.
There are no hearings anywhere else. This is not just
here in the Beltway, it's not just an issue for Al aska.
Al'l Anmericans have a say.

(Appl ause and cheering.)

MR, ADAM KOLTON: | think with respect to the EIS,
| thought one thing that was extraordi nary, and after
listening, it's really just profound after listening to
so many Gwmi ch'in speak, is that your EIS absolutely
di sregards the responsibilities under the Al aska
Nati onal Interest Lands Conservation Act to consult in
a formal subsistence way with these GaMch'in vill ages.
And it's extraordinary because you do that after
acknow edging there are going to be inpacts to the
Por cupi ne cari bou herd. So that's really unfortunate.

And there was a specific promse made in the tax bil
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debat e about adequate consultation with the indigenous
conmuni ti es.

The tax bill requires that you foll ow a process
that's simlar to the National Petrol eum Reserve Act.
You're doing nothing like that. There are regul ations
adopted by BLMthat govern how | easing prograns go
forward in the National Petrol eum Reserve. You ought
to be doing that first in the Arctic National Wldlife
Ref uge before you go ahead with this process. That's
just sinply you're not followng the | aw.

One of the nobst outrageous conponents of the EI'S
I's how you handle the 2,000 acres. | nean, frankly, we
al ways thought the 2,000 acres was a ruse to begin
wth, this idea that there would be this snall
footprint, when 2,000 acres is -- the Mall of Anerica
Is less than 2,000 surface acres, the New Jersey
Turnpi ke in ny hone State is |l ess than 2,000 acres, so
just to give you an idea. That's just if you take the
acres. But that sonmehow wasn't good enough for you.
You wanted to create a bunch of | oophol es and
exenptions so that to render this neani ngless by any

standard over any period of tine.
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1 As an exanple, gravel mnes are exenpt from 2, 000
2 acres. lce roads are exenpt fromthe 2,000 acre

3 requirenent. And just to give you an idea, the seisnmc
4 testing, 90,000-pound trucks that conme in, the inpact

5 they nake are exenpt. OCh, and if that's not enough, on
6 top of that, you have a -- you say, well, if we disturb
7 one area, but then we're done with it, and we go to --
8 and we kind of take stuff down and nove to another area
9 | ater, that doesn't count, that doesn't count in the

10 2,000 acres. That's just wong. You' ve nade this

11 nmeani ngl ess if you believe that your responsibility is
12 what was said in the tax bill debate, is to do this in
13 a way that has sone environnental neaning, which is not

14 what the EI S does.

15 "1l nmake another point. This was done in the tax
16 bill and there was this argunent -- this -- by the way,
17 this was the only offset in the entire tax bill to pay

18 for, what, a billion less, $700 nillion, of the $1.5
19 trillion tax cuts? Well, how are you going to get that
20 noney? We're not hearing anything from BLM about

21 m nimum | ease sale bids. Cearly, you nust not want to

22 just give this stuff away. | nean, sonme of the |ease
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sales we're seeing on the North Slope, $5.00 an acre,
$25 at nost. |In order to hit the nunmbers, by our
calculations, I'd be interested to see yours, you're
going to have to be upwards of $2,700 an acre m ni num
bid. You're going to do that? | nean, there's no

anal ysis of that. Look, this should be -- this -- this
-- this was a pronmise, to generate a certain anmount of
revenue. |If you're not going to hit that, don't do it.
There should be a mninmumbid, a mninmumbid, in the
progr am

(Appl ause and cheering.)

MR, ADAM KOLTON:  Finally, I nean, let's not kid
ourselves. You have a lot of nice flowery | anguage in
the EI'S, but you have all this -- the mtigation that
you have, alnost all of it is optional. 1It's you can
waive it if you choose to. Very little of it is
mandatory. And so, again, obviously we believe at
Al aska W derness League, we stand with the Gai ch'in,
we stand with the majority of Anericans who don't want
to see drilling in the Arctic Refuge, but if you
believe that you are trying to keep the prom ses and

the legal requirenents of the tax act, a lot of work to
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do. W suggest that you scrap the EIS, start over, do
a better job.

Thank you.

(Appl ause and cheering.)

MS. SALLY ANDERSEN: Good afternoon. M/ nane is

Sally Andersen. | have traveled to Washington, D.C.,
fromAl aska with ny famly to be here today. | am not
sponsored by anyone. [|I'mnot really a greenie. |I'm

here on ny own di ne because | just couldn't live with
nyself if | didn't take the opportunity to cone and
speak out against oil drilling and devel opnent in the
1002 area of the Arctic National WIdlife Refuge.

My husband and | own a snmall w | derness guiding
conpany, taking people canping in the Arctic. About
hal f of our business occurs in the Arctic Refuge and is
aresult of the wilderness that is there. | have also
worked in the oilfields both at Al pine and Prudhoe Bay,
and have firsthand experience with what an oilfield
| ooks and feels like.

Most people will never get to see what an oilfield
I s because once an area is devel oped, it becones off

limts to the public: no canping, no boating, no
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1 hunti ng, no birdwatching. BP or Conoco or whoever is

2 drilling forces ordinary Americans off of public |and.
3 Corporations win, citizens |ose.

4 | was born and raised in Al aska, and |I'mraising

5 my famly there now | want nmy children to continue to
6 visit the refuge throughout their |ives, and when

7 they're adults, to take their own children there. |If

8 the land is taken by oil conpanies, they will be

9 excluded, as will everyone el se.

10 Thank you.

11 (Appl ause.)

12 M5. LENA MOFFI TT: Thank you so nuch. M nane is

13 Lena Moffitt, and I amthe Senior Canpaign Director of
14 the Sierra CQub's "Qur WId Anerica"” Canpaign. And I'm
15 here today on behalf of our 3.5 mllion nenbers and

16  supporters across the country to encourage you, as nany
17 of nmy col |l eagues have urged you before today, to scrap
18 this rushed and flawed Draft Environnental | npact

19 Statenent, start over again, listen to the American

20 public, and not nove forward with this dangerous

21 proposal to drill in the Arctic Refuge.

22 The facts are clear. W think they are
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denonstrable, that this DEIS is wholly inadequate and
that drilling in the Arctic Refuge is not in the public
I nterest.

Il will say personally | ama climte activist.
cone to this work because | care about the devastating
I npacts that climate change and the | oomng clinmate
crisis is having on our planet. | have seen those
I npacts on ny hone State of New Mexico. |'ve seen it
in Alaska with our coll eagues whose villages are facing
rel ocation because they are literally falling into the
sea. The United States faced danages of over $300
billion in 2017 fromthe climate crisis. The tine to
act is now W need to be weaning ourselves off of al
fossil fuels. The rest of the world sees this witing
on the wall, and, frankly, it is enbarrassing that the
United States is so far behind.

(Appl ause and cheering.)

M5. LENA MOFFITT: And the fact of the matter is,
is that this is no |onger a technol ogi cal question. W
do not need this oil. This is a matter of nyopic
political shortsightedness, it is not one of

technol ogical feasibility.
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1 The solutions are out there. Electric vehicle

2 sal es soared 54 percent in 2017. People around the

3 world are committing to getting off of oil. China, one
4 of our big conpetitors, but now a | eader in the world,
5 commtted to banning internal conbustion engine sales

6 by 2040 al t oget her.

7 The United States is falling behind, and this

8 proposal woul d put us even further behind, and it would

9 exacerbate the climate cri sis.

10 Qur analysts at the Sierra C ub have crunched the
11 nunbers on this in |ooking at the inpacts that drilling
12 and burning all of the oil in the refuge would have

13 would be adding 776 mllion internal conbustion engines

14 tothe road if we did this, and that is exactly the

15 kind -- exactly the opposite kind of direction that we
16 need to be going in, exactly the opposite kind of

17 I nvestnment that our country needs to be maeking, and it
18 is unnecessary. That al one should be enough for this

19 administration to |look at the witing on the wall and

20 listen to the American public, see the crisis that is

21 comng at us. The wildfires in California al one | ast

22 year, entire communities are burning, people are
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burning to death in their cars while they are trying to
escape. This is no longer a future crisis, it is one
that is here today, and we need to take action.

That al one shoul d be enough to stop us, but the
I npacts that ny coll eagues have nentioned, the inpacts
tothe wildlife in this special, special place, one of
the last truly wild and pristine ecosystens on the
pl anet, woul d be devastating, and your DEIS fails to
anal yze those inpacts.

Il will say at the Sierra Club we, along with our
partners, are really heartened that it sounds |ike
dangerous seismc testing isn't going to happen this
winter. And | just want to say on the record that the
conpani es that are | ooking at going into this place and
i mpacting the wildlife up there and inpacting the
peopl e that depend on those wldlife, the Anerican
public is watching. The Anerican public is very much
agai nst this proposal, and conpanies that go up there,
t hose who are represented here today, should know t hat
this is an extrenely controversial and unpopul ar gamut,
and the people are watching, and you are going to hear

from us.
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(Appl ause.)

V5. LENA MOFFI TT: We were really excited to
del i ver 200,000 coments to SA Exploration | ast nonth
at their headquarters in Houston, legally letting them
know that the Anmerican public is against this. That is
just atiny little snippet of what will conme for any
conpany that goes into this sacred pl ace.

(Appl ause and cheering.)

M5. LENA MOFFITT: Then finally | just again want
to thank all the Gamch'in who have traveled so far.

My col | eague and dear friend, Bernadette
Dem entieff, thank you for your incredible words.

The Sierra Club stands with the GMch'in as they
have clearly outlined the inpacts to the cari bou woul d
be real. Past studies, nore in-depth studies, have
shown that the inpact could be as nuch as 50 percent to
t he Porcupi ne cari bou herd decline fromoil and gas
production. The caribou are so central to the
Gn ch'in. \What happens to the caribou happens to the
GMch'in. This is a human rights issue. This is not
just an environnental issue. The Sierra Cub is here

to stand with the GrMch'in, we're here to stand wth
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1 the Anmerican public, and we hope that you won't go

2 forward with this dangerous proposal.

3 Thank you.

4 (Appl ause and cheering.)

5 M5. MARY ANNE HI TT: Good evening. M nane is

6 Mary Anne Hitt. | amalso with the Sierra C ub, where
7 | serve as Senior Director of the "Beyond Coal "

8 canpaign. And |I've traveled here fromny hone in Wst
9 Virginia to be wwth you today on behalf of the Sierra
10 Cl ub, but also because | have a very personal

11  connection to this issue and to this place.

12 The DEIS, as currently witten, wll enable oil

13 drilling on the coastal plain of the Arctic Refuge,

14  which we are firmy opposed to at the Sierra C ub, and
15 | amfirmy opposed to nyself, having visited the

16 refuge and floated 300 mles of the Porcupine R ver

17 fromdd Crow to Fort Yukon.

18 | can say from personal experience that it is a
19 national treasure. Like blowi ng up nountains for coal,
20 which we are doing in West Virginia, once we break this
21 pl ace, we may not be able to put it back together

22 again. This is a permanent |loss that this part of the
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1 world and the GMch'in people are facing.

2 My dear friend Lenny Kohm was nentioned once

3 before by ny friend Anna Jane Joyner, who was up here,
4 who | host a podcast with called "No Place Like Hone,"
5 and he passed away a few years ago. He's the person

6 who brought ne to the Arctic Refuge. And he travel ed
7 this nation enlisting people in helping to protect and
8 defend the Arctic Refuge, always with Gam ch'in nenbers
9 wth him And he always said that if everyone coul d
10 just visit the Arctic Refuge for thenselves, if

11 everyone just could neet the incredible GMch'in

12 | eaders that you all have heard fromtonight, that no
13 one in America would condone drilling for oil in the
14  Arctic Refuge. And this is land that belongs to al

15  Anericans.

16 So he did the next best thing, he tried to bring
17 the Arctic Refuge to Anericans, to people in Iowa and
18 Nebraska and Kentucky and Kansas and Florida. You nane
19 it, if there was a church basenent, he would show up
200 with his slide show, often with a GMch'in partner with
21 him and they would tell the story of what was at

22 stake. He personally spoke to over 20,000 people, and
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1 that is just one slice of the people all across this

2 country that care about this issue. It matters to

3 Alaskans, it matters to the Gamch'in, but it matters to
4 all of us. It matters to nme, and | live in West

5 Virginia.

6 And unli ke nost of those 20,000 people who saw

7 this presentation and had a connection because of that

8 little window that they had into the Arctic, | actually
9 got to go there nyself. | actually got to spend tine
10 wth the Gvch'in. | got to travel the Porcupine

11 River, and it changed ny life. And | canme back firmy
12 confident that this is one of our nation's greatest

13 treasures, and that drilling for oil would irreparably
14 harmit, and | believe it would, as a person of faith,
15 Dbe an unforgivable sin against the Gamch'in people and
16 against this creation that we've been given.

17 (Appl ause and cheering.)

18 M5. MARY ANNE HI TT: And so as you've heard from
19 ny coll eague Lena, at the Sierra Club, we feel that the
20 Draft EIS in no way provides an accurate or adequate
21 assessnent of the negative inpacts of oil and gas

22 drilling on wildlife, on ecosystens, on the indigenous
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comunities, and we urge you, and | urge you, on behalf
of the Sierra Cub and as a nom and as an American, to
reject the DEIS, to go back to the drawi ng board and
take every neasure you can to protect this sacred pl ace
because ny children and grandchil dren and the children
and grandchildren of everyone in this roomare
wat chi ng.

Thank you

(Appl ause and cheering.)

MR, RI CHARD RANGER: Good evening. M nane is
Ri chard Ranger, and | am a senior policy advisor for
APl , the American PetroleumlInstitute. | have worked
in the oil and gas industry for over 40 years,
i ncluding al nost 13 years in Al aska. |In Al aska, |
wor ked on or conmi ssioned environnmental work for site
characterization and oil spill contingency planning for
drilling projects in Cook Inlet, for marine operations
in Prince WIIliam Sound, for exploration work in the
Upper Yukon Vall ey, and for production operations on
the Al aska North Sl ope.

| amoffering the follow ng brief coments on

behal f of APl and its nmenbers. W wll be submtting
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detailed witten comment in collaboration with the
Alaska G| and Gas Association at the close of the
publ i c conment peri od.

Saf e and environnmental |y responsi bl e operati ons
are the core focus of our industry as we devel op oi
and gas resources throughout the Arctic region, and
specifically in the U S. Arctic and the proposal to
devel op the coastal plain of the Arctic Nationa
Wldlife Refuge. Qur over 40 years of work on Al aska's
North Sl ope denpbnstrate this capability. It is a
statenment of capability and commtnent that not only
cones fromtwo trade associations that represent
Al aska's oil and gas industry in Al aska and throughout
the U S., and not just fromthe conpanies that are the
menbers of APl and AOGA; nost inportant, it is a
statenent that reflects the effort and care undertaken
by the nen and wonen who work on the North Slope. |
know t his because |'ve worked al ongsi de t hem

In the 40-plus years of production, the North
Sl ope has produced, and the Trans-Al aska Pi peline
System has delivered, over 17 billion barrels of oil.

Thi s production has provided unparall el ed econonm ¢ and
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soci al benefits to the State of Al aska, Al aska Native
organi zations, nunicipalities and villages, and all of
Al aska's citizens. To this day, the oil and gas
i ndustry remains the backbone of Al aska's econony.
Al askan oil production has provided jobs on the Sl ope,
I n Fai rbanks, in greater Anchorage, and throughout
Al aska. The industry's operations have contri buted
over $150 billion, not adjusted for inflation, to the
State of Al aska through royalties and taxes, and
provi de the | argest cash contribution to the Al aska
Per mmnent Fund, on which so nmany Al askans rely. Those
revenues have supported school facilities and teachers’
salaries in Alaska's cities and its villages along with
heal th care services and infrastructure for
transportati on and comruni cati ons that were unknown
before oil devel opnent.

The oil and natural gas industry's record of
devel opnment of the North Slope presents docunentation
of environnental stewardship and innovation. The
original fields, |ike Prudhoe Bay and Kuparuk, and the
newer fields, |ike Al pine and Point Thonson, are

| ocated in areas with wildlife popul ati ons and

Alderson Court Reporting

1-800-FOR-DEPO www.AldersonReporting.com


http:www.AldersonReporting.com

Meeting - Auditorium 2/13/2019

Washington, DC Page 138

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

bi odi versity simlar to those found on the coastal
plain of the refuge. And over the history of
operations on the Slope, Arctic wildlife populations in
the vicinity of the operations that exist now have not
only coexisted, but thrived. | have sat on a truck on
the North Sl ope's Spine Road, engine idling, watching
several thousand caribou fromthe Central Arctic herd
cross the road because one of the operating rules on
the Slope is caribou have the right of way.

Environnental professionals fromindustry and the
US Fish and Widlife Service jointly devel op
procedures, training, and best practices for managi ng
human and pol ar bear interactions that set a standard
for human-bear interactions and have been repeatedly
recogni zed as a success.

The "North S|l ope Environnental Field Handbook™
docunents best environnmental practices and standardi zed
measures for conpliance with environnental regul ations
that reflect years of experience in a closely watched,
cl osely regul ated work environnent.

Thi s standardi zati on ensures that enpl oyees and

contractors inplenment a consistent set of safe and
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1 responsi bl e practices and procedures that are observed
2 and owned by the nmen and wonen who work on the Sl ope.

3 I nnovations in drilling technol ogy have

4 substantially reduced the geographical footprint of oil
5 devel opnent whil e increasing the anount of resources

6 that can be reached froma single site. New

7 technologies currently in use on the North Sl ope have
8 I ncreased the reach, depth, and precision of drilling.
9 Multilateral wells or sidetrack wells mnimze surface

10 facilities and well footprints. Extended-reach rigs

11  can drill horizontal wells in an 88-square-mle area or
12 | arger from a single pad.
13 Recently, ConocoPhillips Al aska set a North

14  Anmerican drilling landmark by conpleting a 4-mle

15 horizontal lateral at the CD5 drill site in the

16 Colville River unit in NPRA. Hilcorp's |ight nodul e
17 riginthe MIlne Point unit has drilled tightly spaced
18 wells to the depths of 3 mles.

19 As a result of these technol ogi cal advances,

20 drills -- drill pad size has shrunk from 65 acres,

21 whi ch was the standard in 1970, to as little as 12

22 acres today. These advances denonstrate that oil and
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gas can be produced efficiently in Arctic Alaska with a
m ni mal geographic footprint and, consequently, with

m ni mal environnental inpact. This inmpact will only
continue to |l essen as the industry continues to

I nnovat e.

Finally, oil and gas devel opnent in Arctic Al aska
has produced significant scientific benefits,
especially research and | ong-termnonitoring of Arctic
wildlife in the natural environment. O ten the product
of coll aboration between industry, governnent,
academ a, and | ocal know edge, this work has produced
hundreds of publications addressing a w de range of
topi cs and species, including nearshore fish, tundra-
nesting birds, caribou popul ati ons and novenent,
predat or popul ati ons, permafrost nonitoring, polar
bears, spectacled eiders, brown bears, lighting
mtigation systens for birds, coastal erosion
hydr ol ogy, anadronous fish, and nunmerous vegetation and
wet | ands st udi es.

|'"'mgoing to skip -- there's a -- | have a section
you' ve al ready heard about forecasts by the U S. Energy

I nformati on Adm nistration on our energy use. There
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1 are a |lot of people who have travel ed great distances

2 to be here today. W don't agree, but they're entitled
3 to be heard. So I'mgoing to skip that and just cone

4 to ny conclusion, that BLMs Draft Environnental | npact
5 Statenent for the Coastal Plain G| and Gas Leasing

6 Programis an inportant first step to preparing both

7 i ndustry and governnent to ensure that the need, the

8 mtigation, the tasks ahead are realized if |easing and
9 wor k proceed on the coastal plain. It is a well-

10  organi zed docunent that provides an anal ysis of

11 reasonably foreseeabl e inpacts of the | easing program
12 on the coastal plain.

13 APl and ACGA wi Il be submtting detailed witten
14 comments. W support |easing and the opportunity to

15 explore for and produce the oil and gas resources

16 believed to lie under the coastal plain because our

17 I ndustry's record shows that the devel opnent of val ue
18 energy resources and the protection of Arctic species

19 and the environment can occur together.

20 Thank you.
21 V5. BETSY LOYLESS: MW nane is Betsy Loyless. |
22 live in Bethesda, Maryland. |'mhere today to stand in

Alderson Court Reporting
1-800-FOR-DEPO www.AldersonReporting.com


http:www.AldersonReporting.com

Meeting - Auditorium 2/13/2019
Washington, DC Page 142

1 the way of this caricature of a public process. [|I'm
2 here today to raise ny voice against the unprecedented
3 threats posed to this iconic | andscape, the Arctic

4 National WIldlife Refuge, its wildlife, and to the

5 Gm ch'in people, whose heritage and way of life is

6 gravely threatened.

7 The process that has brought us to this public

8 neeting today has been fatally flawed, and it's been

9 fatally flawed fromthe start of the process, as

10 previously nmentioned, first, by attaching the

11 corruption of this iconic |andscape to an unrel ated tax
12 reconciliation bill; second, by utterly failing to

13 consider the over 700,000 public comments received that
14  could not have been possibly considered in a realistic
15 way given the timefranme; third, by curtailing the

16 public's voice in these public hearings with only one,
17 one, hearing outside of Al aska even though this is

18 America's, our country's, greatest, greatest, national
19 wldlife refuge; and, fourth, by relying on outdated
20 and i nconpl ete science for decision making, and your
21 own, your own, alternatives denonstrate that; and,

22 fifth, by offering alternatives that fail mserably to
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genuinely take into account the foll ow ng issues.

The alternatives fail mserably in protecting
pol ar bears' critical habitat, in fact, throwing in the
greenhouse gas em ssions resulting fromdrilling. They
fail mserably in the near certain significant inpacts
to the Porcupine caribou herd, especially during
cal ving season; and by understating significantly the
risk of oil spills; and by ignoring certain damage to
the fragile tundra | andscape for generations fromthese
human activities. And they fail mserably by taking --
by failing to take into account the inpact of the
significant water withdrawals required for construction
and drilling. And these are only a few exanpl es of how
environnmental | aws and processes are undercut and
corrupted for political expediency in these
al ternatives.

Now, |, too, was one of the people who first
| earned of the Arctic Refuge from Lenny Kohm and so
that's been many, nany years ago, and | stand here on
Lenny's shoul der and on the shoul der of nany others
that cone before ne and that aren't present today but

that care deeply about this iconic | andscape.
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1 I've had the honor and privilege to journey to the
2 Arctic Refuge. 1've witnessed the majesty of an

3 unpar al | el ed | andscape and wildlife untouched by
4 exploitation. And | will continue to raise ny voice to
5 stand in the way, literally if necessary, of this

6 shaneful |and grab.

7 (Appl ause and cheering.)

8 MR, LEO WVALD: MWy nane is Leo Wald. | live in
9 Al aska. | learned to walk on the gravel bars of the
10 National Arctic Refuge. | love snow. | |ove cold

11 wnters. And | can't see why we would trash the Arctic

12 just for nore oil and worse clinmate change. QI is not
13 the future. Please do not drill in the refuge.

14 (Appl ause and cheering.)

15 MR. NOAH WALD: Hi. M nanme is Noah Wald. | live
16 in Alaska, and | visited the Arctic Refuge several

17 times. | love caribou and (inaudible) burgers or

18 tacos. First of all, | love the life on the tundra. |
19 can't imagine oil drills in the Arctic. |If you had

20 been there, | don't think you would either. The refuge
21 is a perfect place the way it is. Please |leave it

22 al one.
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(Appl ause and cheering.)

MR ARIAN RUBIO Hello. M nanme is Arian Rubio,
and | amw th the League of Conservation Voters. W
stand opposed to drilling in the Arctic National
Wl dlife Refuge.

(Appl ause and cheering.)

MR. ARIAN RUBIO After drilling in the Arctic
Ref uge was shanefully slipped into the tax package, we
remai n opposed. W stand with the GmMch'in people and
the public in our opposition.

Fromincredible wildlife to wild iconic
| andscapes, it's clear that sone places are too speci al
todrill, and this is absolutely one of them W
shoul d channel our energies into transitioning into a
cl ean energy future and conbating climte change rather
than drilling for fossil fuels in one of the places
that is nost hard hit by clinmte change. Destroying
this pristine wildlife refuge would keep us on the
wong path and would hurt those who rely on this
I ncredi bl e pl ace.

Rushi ng through the necessary environnental review

to drill as quickly as possible, cutting corners
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1 wher ever possi ble, does not give the public the input
2 they deserve in drilling in this place that belongs to

3 all of us.

4 (Appl ause and cheering.)
5 MR ARIAN RUBIG This place and its wldlife,
6 I ncl udi ng the Porcupine caribou herd, mgratory birds,

7 muskoxen and nore, this place has special inportance to
8 the Gmch'in people. This place has |ong sustained the
9 Gm ch'in people, who are here today, who have called

10 this place "The Sacred Pl ace Were Life Begins," and we
11 stand with themin their efforts to oppose transferring
12 this place to oil and gas interests. And we stand with
13 themin opposing the destruction of their way of life.
14 Protecting the Arctic Refuge is not only the right
15 thing to do, however; it's also what people across the
16 country want and demand that this adm nistration do.

17 Pol| after poll of people across the country, of

18 communities across the country, shows that the public
19 is opposed to drilling in the Arctic Refuge, and people
20  want this place protected.

21 Dat a has shown that the majority of people in

22 every State and the najority of people in every
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1 congressional district across the country, in all of

2 those places, nore people oppose drilling in the Arctic
3 Ref uge than supporting. |It's not just the right thing
4 to do, it's the thing that the people want us to do.

5 So, again, we stand here in support of protecting
6 the Arctic Refuge. To echo what Bernadette said

7 earlier, stay out of the Arctic Refuge, respect human

8 rights. And as Reverend Yearwood said earlier, none of
9 us will be here in 100 years, but the decisions we make

10 today wll.

11 Thank you.
12 (Appl ause and cheering.)
13 MR, CHAD RI CKLEFS: Thank you. W're going to

14 take a short break here for a mnute or two to all ow

15 Ni cole to make her way up to the stage.

16 (Break.)
17 M5. VENDY HALL: Good evening. M nane is Wendy
18 Hall. And nyself and ny son, Alex Hall, who | can't

19 find, are the founders of the Adirondack Wldlife
20 Refuge in the beautiful Adirondack Mountains of New
21 York State. The park is our gym And | have been a

22 wildlife rehabilitator for 47 years, and | have been
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very inspired by the speeches that |'ve heard, one in
particul ar where the young chief said that the health
of the environnent affects the health of the children
and everyone there. And in that vein, | have brought
pictures of what | call ny project. The face of
climate change and the animals that |1've dealt with in
47 years, the |l ast two decades have been devastating
for me to see. The last tinme | was here, | was here
three times, the first time for the Environnental
Protection Act, marine mammal, the mgratory bird, the
farmbill. That was nmy first tinme. And the last two
had to do with | obbying for the protection of the
Arctic National WIldlife Refuge.

At the Adirondack Wldlife Refuge, we are wildlife
rehabilitators. Several of the species that mgrate,
we have, for instance, the snow ow, the gyrfalcon,
the short-eared ow, and we actually brought with us a
peregrine falcon, and the reason we did was as an
i ndi cat or species, he has sone of the worst diseases.
Through the toxicity that this animal carries as a
juvenile peregrine falcon, the young man that brought

himto ne was able to pick himup and put himin his
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1 | ap. Now, we're tal king about one of the fastest
2 animals in the world. The young man called him
3 "lcarus" because the falling fromthe sky, this

4 magni fi cent creature.

5 At any rate, these are indicator species. There
6 Is no argunent here. Cimte change is real; it is a
7 factor; it is an absolute factor. | brought sone

8 pictures of -- | always bring pictures. Renenber | ast

9 time? Last time | brought pictures of four gray fox,
10 and they all had five different types of ticks. Now,
11  the Adirondack Muntains has not -- for 25 years ago,
12 that was never an issue for us. Now ticks are being
13 seen throughout the winter in wildlife.

14 So this tinme, surprise, no ticks, but I've got

15 sarcoptic mange, and that's -- that's the biggie. So
16 this little bear, of which I now have four, this is a
17 yearling cub, a yearling cub, which is supposed to

18 weigh 50 or 60 pounds, weighing in at 15 pounds with
19 the worst case of nange. Another nanme for that is

20 scabies, as we know it. Starving.

21 Al'l right. There's one. This is one of the nost

22 tragic pictures, is this sick eagle who has just about
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every positive test there is, including West Nile. The
sibling died, and we're still trying to keep this one
alive.

Anot her mangy fox. And it goes on and on.

Enmergencies are random and we basically, as
wildlife rehabilitators, cannot really plan our day
because we have had so many energencies with wildlife
In every species. Here's another fox that wasn't so
| ucky as the one I showed you before. Ckay. | think
I"'mdone with those. Ckay.

So basically -- and | also have, if anyone is
I nterested and under st ands anat ony and physi ol ogy and
testing of the avian species, which is very
complicated. So many of these tests, as you know, as a
human, if you have a lot of positive tests, that's not
good. Every single one of these tests were positive on
this peregrine falcon that we still have because we
provided himw th the right antifungal neds, antifungal
medi ci nes, antibiotics. These are all human nedi ci nes.
We're not supposed to have to do this with wildlife.
They' re indi cator species.

And, quite frankly, I would think that all the
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1 peopl e that realize clinmate change is real, and what is
2 the saddest irony is if there weren't climte change,

3 then the ice flows wouldn't be nelting and we woul dn't
4 Dbe able to drill in the Arctic. So that's -- that's a
5 factor right there that should really make peopl e think
6 about protecting the environnment, protecting the Arctic
7 National WIldlife Refuge, because the park that | cone
8 fromis protected, and all of these animals that | just
9 showed you are within the boundari es of the park.

10 W have had acid rain in the Adirondacks. W have
11 had to bring in trout because of the rivers. So when
12 I s enough? When are we going to stop? W are we going
13 to stop devaluing the environnent, which is our planet?
14  The word "planet,"” if you take apart the syllables, you
15 have "plan."” \Wat's the plan? Wat's the plan after
16 we've drilled in the Arctic and we have the residual

17 damage to go with it and the indi genous peopl es that

18 wll suffer? Wat's the plan?

19 Thank you.

20 (Appl ause and cheering.)

21 DR. CHARLENE FI SHER: ( Speaki ng Al aska Native
22 | anguage.) Very nice to see you all again. | have
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1 comented several tines, but | amgoing to begin again.
2 (Speaki ng Al aska Native | anguage.)

3 My name is Charl ene Fisher, Dr. Charlene Fisher.
4 | amfromthe Village of Beaver, Alaska. |'mthe

5 Council of Athabaskan Tribal Governnent's Executive

6 Director. And | shared with you previously our

7 standi ng resol ution that has been reapproved by our

8 chiefs of the 10 villages that are nenber Tribes to

9 CETG They start at Ranmpart and go about up to the

10 border and include both Gum ch'in people and Upper

11 Koyukon menber shi ps.

12 | do Ii ke what Congressman Hol |l and i s sayi ng about
13 I"'ma 35th generation indigenous person of Alaska. |
14 think 1'mgoing to start using that. | want to speak

15 to you about the many issues that the Al aska Native

16 peopl e are facing. Alaska, itself, as a State, is

17 having a financial crisis. There are a nunber of

18 issues that our chiefs of our |local communities face,
19 i ncludi ng public safety, education, transportation, you
20 know, food security. All of these things wap up and
21 contribute towards the health of our people, both

22 behavi oral health and nental health and physi cal
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1 heal th. Food security hel ps our people stay fit

2 through the diet, the quality of the diet, and being

3 out on the land also helps themvery nmuch with regards
4 to having that good peace of m nd, having those

5 resiliency factors that keep sobriety, keep hope, keep
6 | ove of culture, famly, sharing, allow themto express
7 all of those inportant values for one another.

8 This process and this act really contribute to the
9 di vidi ng our people. Al of the indigenous peopl e of
10 Al aska have very simlar values, very simlar world

11 views, are tied to the land, take care of our elders,
12 take care of our traditions, you know, have beli ef

13 structures that are very connected to resources, such
14 as water and air and tinber, the land itself, the

15 animals that occupy it, and are just all woven together
16 so that practices in our villages really are not things
17 you can take apart.

18 "l'izhik Onats'an Gnvandaii Goodlit," is a sacred

19 pl ace for us. CETG has participated in nmany research
20 grants, and that allows us to build our own database of
21 different kinds of things, traditional use areas,

22 sacred places in our Gamch'in | anguage, so place nanes,
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and these place nanes go all the way up to the Sacred
Pl ace, and then there is one large nanme, and that is
"l'izhik Gnats'an Gnvandaii Goodlit." And it's part of
the culture that we don't go there, it's a sacred
place. W don't desecrate it in any way. So that
spiritual connection is very just engrained in all of
t he peopl e.

The i ndi genous people of our region, the Gmch'in
peopl e, are stewards of this land, and as you -- as all
of the inmnmgrants arrived here, the water was cl ean,
the air was clean, the animals were healthy. They are
stewards. They have ancestral know edge that ties them
to this place, and that is largely being ignored.

ANI LCA A10 requires, Federal |law requires, that --
that i npact be properly done in evaluation, you know,

t hrough different processes, your own processes, that
are inadequately done. | -- | suggest that, as so nany
have, that this docunent be redone to fully consider
the inpacts to the GMch'in people and to have proper
heari ngs and proper Tribal consultation. Several of
our nenber Tribes have requested Tribal consultation

and have been excluded fromthis process to date except
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for Fort Yukon, and those include sonme of the smaller
villages. Qur villages are all interconnected. Qur
peopl e have nmarried, have relatives. W all benefit
fromthe use of the subsistence, whether it's fish on
t he Yukon, sal non on the Yukon, Porcupine caribou herd,
and fromthe Arctic. W are sharing people, and we all
are inpacted.

| -- 1 think BLM shoul d have public neetings to
I ncl ude these Tribes that have requested Tri bal
consul tation before you nove forward.

| -- the attacks on indi genous people through a
di vi de- and- conquer strategy has been used agai n and
again to conpel the |east fortunate to nake deci sions
based on a response to col onial constructed poverty in
acts of self-preservation

The Gm ch'in people stand united in their resolve
to defend the Sacred Place. And the treatnment of the
Gm ch'in and the indi genous peopl e violates human
rights. And this BLMEIS does not explain how or if
BLM is considering recommendati ons for the 1987
Por cupi ne cari bou herd conservati on agreenent,

conpl etely ignores the oversight of the International
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Por cupi ne Board and the input of Canada, including the
First Nations people. The BLM devel oped Draft EI'S AlO
section is irresponsi ble by concluding that oil and gas
activities will not significantly inpact subsistence by
the GM ch'in people, and, furthernore, ignoring and
denying the traditional use patterns is -- defies
Federal responsibilities defined in AN LCA

Gm ch'in people are stewards of this place and
have nmuch ancestral knowl edge. They're willing to
share with you. You need to have proper hearings and
proper consultation. At every instance,, when you
travel to our territory, we're happy to host you, to
feed you, to share with you, to teach you about the
culture, to drive you around in an old squeaky truck,
and share what we can with you in this comunity.

W -- with -- | -- you know, it's -- the
recomrendations on the EIS to include waivers that
di sm ss any options to protect the Porcupine caribou
herd nakes the entire set of protections null and void.
This is unacceptable. Ignoring the GMch'in people's
traditional ecol ogi cal know edge and margi nalizing them

is al so unacceptable. The entire CETG council has
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reaffirmed their commtnent to protect the sacred
birthplace. And we suggest you start again.

Thi s devel opnent is irresponsible. And, you know,
| -- | pray for you in your journey. |It's very
difficult for you, for us, for the American public, to
think of this place as being defiled in such a nmanner.
It doesn't nmake any sense, the argunents that sonehow
goi ng to save the Anerican econony by devel opi ng the
| ast 5 percent of this area.

Climate change is a very critical piece of
everything. | nean, climte change and the governnent
shut down pushed your w ndow back and led to this whole
seismc testing thing and the efforts to blast forward.
| nean, it's -- when | left ny hone in Beaver, it was
35 below. | did stop in Fort Yukon for a couple of
days. Then | had to conme here. But it's 15 above
t oday.

Climate change is very real, and how -- how are
you going to address that? None of us can address
that. Seasoned hunters can't address that. People who
have |ived on the |ands, everything is very

unpr edi ctabl e and not considered in this EI'S properly.

Alderson Court Reporting

1-800-FOR-DEPO www.AldersonReporting.com


http:www.AldersonReporting.com

Meeting - Auditorium 2/13/2019
Washington, DC Page 158

1 Mahsi ' cho (speaking Al aska Native | anguage), and
2 to the people, to the GMch'in people, and for guiding

3 us in these efforts to protect the Sacred Pl ace.

4 Mahsi' cho. Thank you very much.
5 (Appl ause and cheering.)
6 | NTERPRETER: Hi. | amgoing to be vocali zing

7 Gabriel's testinony. And | urge you to think just in
8 the future about how you neke these public neetings

9 nore accessible for those that m ght have different

10 abilities. So please think about that for the future.
11 (Appl ause.)

12 | NTERPRETER: So this is Gabriel Arellano. He is
13 the founder of STEMS, and he lives in Washington, D.C

14 STEMS is an acronym He'll submt it, yeah.

15 So in this Earth, we all belong to -- sorry, this
16 Is a new skill for ne.
17 In this Earth, we belong to -- we all hunman

18 Gm ch'in, Inupiag, Al aska Native, and all of you

19 breat he, hear, see, taste, and feel in the sane way as
20 all living creatures: caribou, Arctic fox, polar bear,
21 wol ves, and others who habitat in this beautiful planet

22 that we belong to.
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1 Drilling into our nother planet is like drilling
2 into your teeth. Do you like this experience? No.

3 Today we are here in the 21st century. W are
4 fortunate to live in this sophisticated lifestyle.

5 However, we need to know that our nother planet |ived

6 for over a mllion years, and yet it got a bad prune,
7 short-lived i mediately, when drilling occurred.
8 Gl and gas are outdated to our need in the 21st

9 century, like expired mlk. Do you like to drink

10 expired mlk? No. Every day in this 21st century, our
11 children study geol ogy as part of science, technol ogy,
12 engi neering, and mathematics. So that's STEM the

13 acronym Qur children understand the danger of oi

14 that harmmarine life, plants, aninmals, algae, and nany
15 other small mcrobes. Al children do not |ike the

16 sight of marine life covered with oil. Their nightnmare
17 from acknow edging that oil and gas are toxic to us,

18 marine |ife, and humans. However, children wll read

19 our history and will be happy to know that BLM

20 cooperated to stop oil drilling.
21 Thank you. ©Ch, wait. Yes. Thank you.
22 (Appl ause.)
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1 DR JEFFREY STODDARD: Thank you. Thank you very
2 much. M nane is Dr. Jeffrey Stoddard. [|'mfrom

3 G arksburg, Maryland. And | am very appreciative of

4 the opportunity to testify before the Bureau of Land

5 Managenent today.

6 As it happens, | ama private citizen, but I'm

7 al so here representing the Defenders of Wldlife. 1've
8 been a |ifelong nenber of the Defenders of WIldlife,

9 and | speak on behalf of wld creatures today.

10 | mght also nention that | have nore than a

11 passing interest in the work that you all do and a

12 great respect for the work that you all do. M father
13 was Charles H Stoddard, the Director of the Bureau of
14 Land Managenent, appoi nted under President Kennedy, and
15 served under Presidents Kennedy and Johnson. The

16 synbol, the |ogo, that you show on your slide was

17 actually drawn up under ny father's direction. The

18 painting on which he based that | ogo hangs in ny hone
19 today.

20 So | have a great and abi ding appreciation for the
21 BLM and the work that you do. And | understand now the

22 very serious weight that rests on your shoul ders. What
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we're tal king about is a very precious nationa
wildlife refuge. Let's just renenber it is core.
That's what we're tal king about. Yes, it's very |arge.
Yes, it has tremendous reserves. Yes, it's a sacred

pl ace to many i ndi genous peopl es.

Al'l of those things are inportant, but at its
core, our governnment and our people of this nation have
decl ared over many years that this is a nationa
wildlife refuge. W're -- it's on our shoulders. It's
on our generation's shoul ders and on each successive
generation to nake sure that we protect it. That's
been done by the Anerican people for many years now.
We've set this land aside. W've said that it's there
for the polar bears, for the Arctic foxes, for the gray
wol ves, for the caribou. At its core, as a country, we
have to be able to stand by our iconic nationa
wldlife refuges and protect them as such.

Now, the Bureau of Land Managenent has witten a
Draft Environnmental |npact Statenment, and | beseech you
today to relook at it and look at it with the
under st andi ng and through the eyes that you're

required. You have a |legislative mandate at the bureau
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1 to do these -- to undertake these EISs with due

2 diligence. It needs -- respectfully, it needs a do-

3 over. The Draft EIS respectfully needs a do-over.

4 |"ve looked at it carefully. It does not adequately

5 assess the risks on the coastal plain to the wildlife

6 that exist there.

7 | can tell you, I'mnot just an arncthair

8 environnentalist, |'ve actually visited the region.

9 |'ve gone fly-fishing for Arctic grayling. There's

10 nothing I love nore than to fly-fish for Arctic

11 grayling on the coastal plain. Trust ne, | use

12 bar bl ess hooks, and I'mreally there not so nuch for

13 the fishing, but to appreciate the wildlife. And what
14 | would say to you is that each one of us, in positions
15 i ke yours, has a rare opportunity to truly be a hero.
16 You have that opportunity now.

17 And | want to nention one nore thing about the

18 bureau's I ogo. Wen ny dad cane into the BLM the |ogo
19 that existed before the | andscape that you see was a
20 picture of five exploiters. There was a |ogger, there
21 was a mner, there was a rancher, and behind them was a
22 devast ated | andscape. W noved ahead. The BLM changed
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1 Its m ssion under Stewart Udall, under Secretary Udall.
2 The BLM now has an opportunity to be environnental

3 heroes. You have that opportunity. Don't turn back

4 the clock. Don't be those people in that -- in that

5 1950s i nmage of exploitation and greed and environnental
6 devastation. Please be environnental heroes. You have
7 that -- you have that authority. You have that

8 capability. That's ny request.

9 Thank you

10 (Appl ause.)

11 DR. CHARLENE STERN: My nane is Charlene Stern,

12 and I'mhere as a Tribal nenber of the Native Village
13 of Venetie Tribal Governnent. | was born and raised

14 into the coomunity of Arctic Village and the | arger

15 Gach'in Nation as a whole.

16 For countl ess generations, our people have

17 harvest ed and stewarded the Porcupine caribou herd, and
18 it's been a central part of our culture, our food

19 security, and a cornerstone of who we are as a peopl e.
20 Many of you have visited our communities. You have
21 wtnessed firsthand how we |ive, how we prepare caribou
22 for sharing with our community and our guests. You
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have eaten at our tables. You have heard our people
and how afraid and concerned they are with the EI S
process itself and the ultimte goal of selling | eases
within the coastal plain, which we recognize as a
sacred pl ace.

Agai n and agai n our people have been put in
def ensi ve position to protect the caribou, their
birthing and cal ving grounds, as well as our way of
life that depends upon it. Again and again we have
stood before BLM and raised concerns wwth this rushed
El S process, and still we feel unheard. No alternative
that seeks to open leasing in the coastal plainis
acceptable to us.

Qur Tribal governnents and our chiefs are here yet
agai n today, as they have been at other hearings,
stating and restating our position. W do this because
we have a responsibility to speak for our grandparents
and their grandparents, who depended on the | and and
caribou for survival. W speak for our peopl e today
that are continuing that way of life, and we're
harvesting caribou just as of |ast week to nmake sure

that famlies are provided for. And we have the
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responsibility to speak for our own children and our
children's children that are yet to be born who are
going to inherit the outcomes of the decisions nmade by
BLMin this process.

So we urge you to do a good process. Do a good
process. Address the issues that have been m ssed
al ong the way, and consult with us on the range of
I ssues that we are entitled to participate in.

Thank you

(Appl ause and cheering.)

MS5. JENNIE GOSCHE: Good evening. M nane is
Jenni e Gosche. | live in Kensington, Maryland, and |
have brought a photograph with ne that | took in the
Arctic Refuge of a nother polar bear and her cubs, and
| would like you to look at it.

| strongly urge the Bureau of Land Managenent not
to allow any seismc testing and oil and gas leasing in
the coastal plain of the Arctic National Wldlife
Refuge. This hearing is an opportunity to give
testi nony about the potential environnental and
wildlife inpact of gas and oil extraction in the

coastal plain, also known as the 1002. Although there
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1 w il be no 3D seismc exploration in the Arctic Refuge
2 this winter, BLMstill plans to hold the | ease sales in
3 the coastal plain of the refuge this year

4 Many Anericans will never visit the Arctic

5 National Wldlife Refuge. | was fortunate to visit

6 Kakt ovi k, Al aska, which is within the Arctic Refuge, in
7 2016 to photograph the Beaufort Sea polar bears. |

8 travel the Arctic, and this year will go to G eenl and,
9 my fifth country to photograph the pol ar bears

10 throughout the Arctic. So far, Kaktovik has been ny

11 favorite trip.

12 The U.S. is one of five nations around the Arctic
13 where polar bears live, but the Beaufort Sea and

14 Chukchi Sea pol ar bear groups are two of the small est
15 anong the 19 in the Arctic. Because the Arctic sea ice
16 Is retreating farther and farther fromland due to our
17 warmng climate, many pol ar bears den on land in the

18 coastal plain of the refuge. Any and all seismc

19 testing would certainly harmand potentially kill polar
20 bears in the birthing dens. The dens are difficult to
21 | ocate, and 90, 000- pound trucks thunpi ng the ground

22 every 600 feet would certainly inpact the denning
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not hers and their cubs. Every cub is inportant, as
those groups struggle to survive in the Arctic, which
Is warmng at twice the rate as the rest of the planet.

The infrastructure necessary to punp oil and gas
wthin the refuge would al so negatively inpact the
hundreds of bird species who nest in the refuge every
year, as well as the Porcupi ne caribou, which we have
heard very enotionally fromthe GMch'in this evening,
who cone from Canada every spring to have their cal ves
i n the coastal plain.

Today, the Washi ngton Post reported the U S
Energy Information Adm nistration said, and | quote, it
expects the United States to punp 12.4 mllion barrels
of crude a day in 2019, and 13.2 barrels a day in 2020.
This is an increase from 2018, with nost of it com ng
from Texas and New Mexico. All of this oil, w thout
one drop fromthe coastal plain of the Arctic National
Wldlife Refuge. Many oil and gas | eases are bought
but never used. Wat a crine it would be if we allow
oil and gas exploration in the Arctic Refuge when we
don't even need the oil, risking oil spills, damge to

extrenmely sensitive tundra from huge trucks and | arge
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work crews, while spoiling pristine wildlife habitat.

The Arctic National WIldlife Refuge is the jewel
and the crown of Al aska, and one of the |ast pristine
habitats in the United States. Please keep the coastal
plain pristine and free fromoil and gas drilling.

Thank you

(Appl ause.)

M5. RHONDA ANDERSON: ( Speaki ng Al aska Native
| anguage.) | am | nupiag At habaskan. | happen to |ive
in Massachusetts now. Before | continue, one of the
things that |1've learned outside is | want to recognize
this land that we're standing on, this land that we are
all benefiting fromat this nonent in tinme was known
for thousands of years, and forgive nme (speaking
forei gn | anguage), an Al gonqui an word neani ng "a town
of traitors.” This land was |lovingly inhabited by the
Ni kosht ank (ph), Piscataway, Panunkey, and Rappahannock
peopl e. These indi genous people are still living
t oday.

This recognition is an inportant protocol, and it
gi ves voi ce and presence to indigenous people. W are

the invisible population. W are 1 percent of the
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1 popul ation in the United States. And arguably, the

2 popul ation in Alaska is even nore invisible to

3 mai nstream Aneri ca.

4 My enrollment village is Kaktovik, where ny akka
5 (ph), ny grandnother, dive Al upe (ph) Gordon Anderson,
6 was born, and countless generations frommllennia

7 before her. | have a very large famly, and | have

8 famly speaking here tonight. And it's fair to say,
9 even with sone of ny famly that was speaking here

10 tonight there are proponents, that the indigenous

11 peopl e of the North Sl ope, Kaktovik included, are

12 overwhel mngly against drilling on both the | and and
13 sea, as they depend on subsistence hunting, fishing,
14 and whaling for food. The very lives, cultures, and
15 wel |l -being of indigenous peoples of the North Slope are
16 threatened by this proposed drilling.

17 My heart hurts ne today to witness this |ateral
18 violence, and it's a painful divide that extractive
19 i ndustry has pitted on our people and our nei ghbors,
20 our relations.

21 | wanted to address a couple things that are

22 probably not necessarily in an EI'S or a BLM st at enent,
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1 but they are very inportant things to consider with

2 extractive industry. Alaska is well known

3 statistically as the rape capital of the U S, with

4 rape and sexual assaults three tines the national

5 average, and child assault comng in at six tines.

6 According to the 2010 Al aska Victim zation Survey, the
7 nost conprehensive data to date, 59 percent of Al askan
8 wonen -- and |'mbetting it's nore -- have been victins
9 of a sexual assault, partner violence, or both.

10 The causes of the violence are conpl ex and

11 entrenched. CGovernnment officials, |aw enforcenent

12 personnel, victimadvocates, they all note that the

13 factors conme from an abundance of nal e-dom nated

14 i ndustries, like oil drilling and the mlitary, to the
15 State's vast geography, and the many comrunities that
16 have no roads and little |law enforcenent. There are so
17 many factors that tip the scale for Al aska, says Linda
18 Chanberlain. She is the Executive Director for Al aska
19 Fam |y Viol ence Prevention Project. Adding man canps
20 to our vul nerable population will see a rise in rape,
21 sexual assaults, drug and crinme, in our already

22 vul nerabl e conmuni ti es.
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1 Anot her thing is subsistence food makes up nearly
2 90 percent of diets on the North Slope. Purchasing

3 food fromlocal stores or having them shipped in is

4 expensive and loses nutrition fromlack of freshness.

5 How i n-depth is the accounting in the I ES of what

6 construction will do to caribou herds, mgrating birds,
7 fish, mammal s, endangered pol ar bears and their denning
8 habitat?

9 There is little consideration for the irreparable
10 danmmge that will happen fromthe contam nation of

11 precious fresh water, land, and air. Human health wll
12 plummet with the rising cases of asthma, cancers, and
13 diabetes. There will be and there will be expected to
14 be contam nation as long as there is a detailed --

15 there's a long and detail ed history of what happens

16 W th extractive resources.

17 There today is still equipnent, debris, trash,
18 fromthe exploration of oil drilling decades ago,
19 contam nating soil, water, on the North Sl ope today.

20 The Environnental |npact Statenent nust be transparent
21 and aware of the dangers that are known fromthe

22 fracking industry to the |land, water, and the rise in
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the earthquakes on the North Slope. This is going to
be aggravated as climte change is happening at a
faster rate and felt nost harshly in the Arctic

regi ons.

| would like to refer to the "Free, Prior, and
I nformed Consent Manual " for project practitioners. As
| fear, some of these public hearings have been in
violation of international |aws through United Nations
decl arations of rights and i ndi genous people and the
Free, Prior, and Inforned Consent |aws. The | ast
public hearing in Al aska was not adequately pronoted to
all shareholders, and, in fact, it was not offered
transparently, objectively, nor free from bias nor
mani pul ation. And I'mbringing this up because | have
quite a few famly nmenbers on the North Slope in
Kakt ovi k that had no idea that there was a neeting on
Monday i n Anchorage.

So I"'mgoing to just quickly go over what Free,
Prior, and Infornmed Consent. The United Nations
Econom ¢ and Social Council estimtes there are around
400 million indigenous people, or 5 percent of the

total world popul ation, spread over 90 countries. They
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1 have been present for thousands of years, preserving

2 their language, traditions, culture, and livelihoods,
3 many tines barely surviving by living in isolated and
4 renote areas. They face critical challenges for their
5 survival and the preservation of their cultures. They
6 typically have higher rates of poverty, food

7 i nsecurity, and mal nutrition from non-indi genous

8 popul ati ons.

9 Public attention is increasingly focused on

10 I ndi genous people's issues for a variety of reasons.
11 On one hand, their rights, territories, and livelihoods
12 are seriously threatened by the world' s denographic

13 pressure conpounded by extractive industries' appetite
14 for their resources. A w despread |ack of respect of
15 their cultures and rights has resulted in many

16 comuni ti es being deci mated and di spossessed of their
17 | ands or forcibly rel ocated.

18 On the other hand, scientists have increasingly
19 recogni zed what i ndi genous peopl e have been voicing for
20 decades. VWhile holding much of the world's diversity
21 in terms of culture, l|anguage, and spirituality,

22 i ndi genous people are also the stewards of natural
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1 resources and guardi ans of biodiversity. This has

2 brought an increased interest in indigenous peoples in
3 the aftermath of the climte change negotiations in

4 Paris of 2015, that indigenous people hold so nmuch of
5 today's answers to tonorrow s chal |l enges.

6 In 2007, the UN General Assenbly adopted the

7 United Nations Declaration on the R ghts of |ndigenous
8 Peopl e, recognizing their rights and maki ng specific

9 mention of Free, Prior, and Informed Consent as a

10 prerequisite for any activity that affects their

11  ancestral lands, territories, or natural resources.

12 This process -- the how, when, with, and by whom-- is
13 as inportant as what is being proposed. For an FPIC
14 process to be effective, the result in consent or |ack
15 of it, the way in which the process is conducted is

16  paranount.

17 The tinme allocated for discussions anong

18 I ndi genous people, the cultural appropriateness of the
19 way the information is conveyed, and the invol venent of
20 t he whol e community, including key groups |ike wonen,
21 el derly, and youth in the process are all essential. A

22 thorough and well-carried FPIC process hel ps guarant ee
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1 everyone's right to self-determ nation and all ow ng

2 themto participate in decisions that affect their

3 lives.

4 Negative inpact on the life and natural resources
5 of indigenous people is evident. Equally, it is clear
6 that once resources are exhausted, there has been no

7 thought to the state of land in the aftermath of any of
8 these interventions. Mannade | and degradati on caused
9 by extraction projects inpacts the whole society at a
10 national and global level. 1In fact, the pursuit of

11 Free, Prior, and Infornmed Consent from indi genous

12 peopl e is the neans of how denocracy can evolve to

13 better decision-nmaking stages rooted in the respect for
14 human ri ghts.

15 In this sense, indigenous people can contribute
16 again to the betternent of human relationships. It is
17 al so a serious global call to rethink the ethics and
18 the creation of wealth. Wth this current path of

19 entrepreneurshi p and resource managenent, the world is
20 headed toward sel f-destruction.
21 To make sure that you have Free, Prior, and

22 | nformed Consent, the "Free," the information is
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1 offered transparently and objectively at the request of
2 the right shareholders. The process is free from

3 coercion, bias, conditions, bribery, or rewards. The
4 neeti ngs and deci sions take place at |ocations and

5 tinmes and in | anguages and formats determ ned by the

6 right holders, and all comunity nenbers are free to

7 partici pate.

8 Prior, anong other things, is nmaking the decision
9 -- making tinmeline established by the rights hol ders
10 nmust be respected, as it reflects the tine needed to
11 under st and, anal yze, and evaluate activities under

12 consi deration in accordance wth their own custons.

13 I nfornmed, anong other things, it neans delivered
14 in a local |anguage and in a culturally appropriate

15 format. Traditional |ocal nedia, videographics,

16 docunentari es, photos, oral presentations, or new

17 medi a. Objective, covering both positive and negative
18 potentials. Mking it accessible to the nost renote,
19 rural comrunities, and maeki ng sure that included youth,
20  wonen, and elderly, persons with disabilities, who are
21 soneti nmes negl ected and i nvi sible.

22 Consent, anong a lot of things, is the expression
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of rights to self-determ nation, |and, resources, and
territories, culture, and it can be given or wthheld
i n phases over specific periods of tinme in distinct
stages or phases of project activities. It's not a
one-of f process.

So in conclusion, one of the things that was
conveyed to me by ny relatives in Kaktovik was that
they wish to be heard. Since they had one neeting in
Kakt ovi k, and they didn't feel that it was a safe place
to speak, there's a lot of contention that's happening
between famlies that agree and disagree, and it's very
hard to speak up.

| saw nmy uncles here tonight, and they asked ne
who | was, how was | a sharehol der, and when | told
t hem who ny "opa" was, | got a hug. You know, that's
how it should be. W should be | ooking out for each
ot her, but their voices should not be silenced, and
t hey should not feel |ike they cannot be speaking their
mnd. We need to be | ooking out for the next seven
generations, but we're being silenced in the second.

So |l want to Iift their voices. And |'m not

giving their names because | know that they're afraid.
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"Don't conplain when there is lots of traffic and
t hi ngs nessing up our hunts. Wen the choppers and
pl anes are flying all the tine to set up everything,
they scare the tutu away." Tutu is caribou.

"Fol ks who don't see or feel inpacts read about
the other side of developnent. |If you live around the
I npacts and see the changes, as we have in Nuiqgsut,
it'"s real. They don't stop to study how nuch this or
that infrastructure inpacts the surroundings. W've
had | and | ost to our nikipiak (ph), our traditional
foods, with a drill site a mle fromhere where we canp
for fishing and tutus. For years now, it's lost to
devel opnment. And it's not just that, it defers
m gration and brings sickness to our nikipiak, our
traditional foods. Wen your elder are telling you --
are being told not to consune nore than six of
sonething a year, it's concerning to us. So understand
that those who feel firsthand inpacts to devel opnent,
we are the ones."

"I amsure if it was by your gardens, your
statenments would differ."

"Many flights of all kinds of choppers this sunmmrer
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1 di srupting our harvest, and it's frustrating, | tell

2 you. As we feel it and see it, we val ue our

3 subsistence, our land, our resources, and we're

4 starting to see nore fish like this caught in the fall,
5 all 16 of them" And she sent a picture, and all the
6 fish had different types of wounds on them They were
7 basically falling apart. They were not healthy fish.

8 "My auntie says this is not true. W do not

9 support oil and gas devel opnent in the Arctic National
10 WIldlife Refuge. Anchorage, please don't support this
11 ad." And she's referring to an ad that was nade for

12 the last -- the last hearing, very biased. "Don't

13 support this. Help save us, our hunting grounds. This
14 is our refuge. God bl ess Kaktovik."

15 "I"'ma resident of Anchorage and past resident of
16 Kakt ovi k, and we knew nothing of this as well." And
17 that's again referencing to Monday's -- the |ast

18 meeting in Al aska.

19 “I will be forever against ANVR. " Probably --
20 probably the fact that it's in Bureau of Land Trust
21 Managenent and probably for the drilling I'm guessing.
22 |"m putting those words in there so you can understand
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1 that maybe.
2 "Not all residents in Kaktovik want drilling in
3 ANVR And the ASRC and NSB," which is North Sl ope
4 Bor ough, "do not speak for all of us."
5 | am standi ng here today, and ny daughter w shed
6 she could be here with me, but | tell her school is too
7 i mportant, but although | choose to live in
8 Massachusetts, we go hone often and see 80 mllion
9 relatives, famly, and we are not w thout our culture
10 and our niKkipiak, our foods. My daughter can sniff out
11 a cooler froman auntie and get a big Z ploc of nuktuk
12 so fast. She likes to stand at WEO (ph) and watch the
13 seal s being skinned, and she'll stand there and wait
14 patiently and hopefully naybe one of the aunties w ||
15 give her a Ziploc bag. Al of these things, all of
16 these things that she | oves and adores about who she is
17 wll be gone.
18 So (speaking Al aska Native | anguage).
19 (Appl ause.)
20 MR. ROBERT VESSELS:. Hey, thanks. Thanks,
21 everybody, for sticking around past the deterrent
22 presentation. And thank you to the Gmamch'in for making
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the trip all the way to D.C. from Al aska.

Yeah, I'll hold it closer. So, hey, |I'm Rob
Vessel s, and | am here today, |I'mthe Senior Canpaign
Representative for the Sierra Cub's "Mlitary
Qut doors"” program So |I'mhere representing the 3.4
mllion supporters of the Sierra Club as well as the
65, 000 servi cenenbers and veterans we've gotten
outdoors on trips in the |ast 6 years.

| was going to wng it, and then it got late, so |
typed up sone notes. |'Il be brief.

So I"'mproud to -- proud to stand before you today

In solidarity with the GMch'in people to express ny

deep -- ny deepest opposition to drilling in the Arctic
National WIldlife Refuge. |[|'mIlucky enough to have
visited the Arctic Refuge two sunmers ago. | took a

group of 10 veterans to pack canoe the Canning R ver.
W went over 100 mles fromthe Brooks Range to the
Beaufort Sea.

On our way in, I was |lucky enough to actually fly
over the Porcupine caribou herd. | have -- | have -- |
have testified a few tines and | obbied a ot on this

i ssue, and | always struggle the find the words to
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1 descri be how powerful that nonent was. |'ve never seen
2 that many creatures in one place. It -- it made the

3 Brooks Range | ook like an anthill that was swarm ng

4 with ants, but the ants were caribou. It was an

5 unbel i evabl e experience to connect to the land in that
6 way.

7 So I spent rmuch of ny -- spent nmuch of ny early

8 twenties in conflict overseas. |'man Arny veteran. |
9 was an infantryman in the 10th Mountain. At the tine,
10 | believed I was making the world a better place by

11 fighting for denmocracy and human rights. \ether

12 that's true or not is sonmething I -- | truly struggle
13 wth on a daily basis. But the way |'ve cone to see it
14 is the Arctic Refuge and other public lands are a

15 physical representation of that denocracy and freedom
16 that | thought | was fighting to protect.

17 The struggle for human rights and a fair

18 denocratic process is actually here at hone. The

19 OGwich'in's sustenance and livelihood depends on the
20 Por cupi ne caribou herd. The Arctic Refuge is pristine
21 to this day because of their generations of
22 environnment al stewardship and respect for the |and and
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Its inhabitants.

| stand here today in solidarity with the GMch'in
people to oppose drilling in the Arctic National
Wldlife Refuge. Indigenous rights are human rights,
and GuMch'in rights are human rights. Thank you

(Appl ause.)

BRADLEY: H . M nane is Bradley. | fortuitously
nmet the father and younger brother, Sebastian, of a
pretty remarkabl e young wonan, 11 years old, who
couldn't be here tonight because she had a 100 -- I|ike
over 100 degree fever. But background on her. She
started a nonprofit at 5-1/2 called Epic Aninmals.
Every person initiates change, which links kids in the
city to kids that are at the epicenter of climte
change and poachi ng and deforestation, and just creates
conversations in those spaces.

She nost recently just got back fromneeting with
t he Pope about rewiting "Laudato si'," which is a
docunent about the environnment. And she read it and
decided that it wasn't approachable for children, and
just recently got approval by the Cardinal to rewite

it. So she wote this for you all, and 1'mgoing to
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1 read it.

2 "H --," it's Astrid Tuuli Gace Determan. Astrid
3 Tuuli Gace Determan. So here we go.

4 "Hi, my name is Astrid Tuuli G ace Determan.

5 |l ove animals. | always have. That's what drove ne to
6 becone a vegetarian and to create ny nonprofit at age
7 6. Very early on, | decided to |obby for the polar

8 bears and cari bou and against oil drilling in the

9 Arctic because it seened the nost dire situation.

10 Wiile neeting with Congress and then on the HII | net
11 Bernadette, a GmMch'in |eader, and heard for the first
12 time in detail about the caribou breedi ng grounds, the
13 "Sacred Place W ere Life Begins," and what this neans
14  for her people.

15 "Bernadette was the first Gvch'in | had ever net,
16 and | could tell she understood ny passion for aninmals
17 in a way nost people don't. Soon after, Bernadette and
18 a village elder invited me to speak at their gathering
19 in Arctic Village. | was hugely honored.

20 "Arctic Village is 120 m | es above the Arctic

21 Circle, so it took a bit of planning. First we flew

22 i nto Fairbanks and eventually to Arctic Village. Wen
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1 we | anded, we net up with Bernadette. She gave us each
2 a huge hug and wel coned us into the gathering. | nade
3 so many friends, including Jazzelin (ph), Natalie, and
4 Lexine (ph), and felt the lively nmusic and culture of

5 the GMch'in. Caribou was always the chef's special.

6 My friends at caribou every day while | was there. |

7 feasted on mac and cheese and hot dog buns. Seriously,
8 though, it was a funny place to find a vegetarian city
9 girl.

10 "I spoke in front of the entire gathering and used
11 that tine to encourage young GmM ch'in children to take
12 the lead on this issue because they are the nost

13 authentic voice, nmuch nore than | am It was an

14  amazi ng experience.

15 "The following afternoon in Arctic Village was an
16 especially beautiful one, and we set off in a snal

17 8-wheel vehicle owned by the | ead hunter, Charlie. |
18 was conpletely amazed by the beauty of the nountain and
19 the fact that what seened |ike an adventure to nme was
20 just another day in the lives of ny friends.
21 "We arrived at the hunters' canp just before the

22 nmountains crest. Charlie sat with us for a long tine
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1 and tal ked about the relationship that the hunters had
2 WwWth the caribou. He explained that after hunting,

3 they would always thank the animal for giving themits
4 life. 1In ny ignorance, | had wondered how peopl e can

5 have a deep relationship with the animal they hunt, but
6 after speaking to Charlie and many Gam ch'in, | began to
7 see the error in nmy thinking. The Gamch'in protect the
8 caribou herd as a whole, and, in turn, the caribou

9 hel ps sustain the GM ch'in.

10 "A few days later in Arctic Village | finally got
11 to neet Glbert, the revered Tribal chief and spiritua
12 | eader at his Episcopal Church, where he mnisters. He
13 was such a beautiful person, and it was truly unlike

14 any service | ever attended. G lbert was calling out
15 individuals -- individual villagers fromthe pul pit.

16 "Remenber when," he would say, and then tell stories of
17 their interactions wwth the animals all the while

18 incorporating norals of the Bible. Myst stories were
19 about the Porcupine caribou and their
20 I nt erconnect edness with the people, how the | ead
21 caribou presented itself to the | ead hunter, and even

22 the GMch'in's attenpts to save the caribou from oil
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1 drilling. And you would think that at a church there
2 would be a cross behind the preacher, but there wasn't.
3 I nstead, there was only a giant w ndow | ooking off into
4 the wilderness. It was as if nature itself was a thing
5 that proved and reaffirnmed their belief, just like it
6 was for St. Francis of Assisi, and it is for ne.
7 "When | went to Arctic Village, | expected to be
8 overwhel ned by the natural beauty, but what really got
9 me was the inexplicable spiritual connection between
10 the caribou and the GMch'in. They really depend on
11 each other. That is why it is so inportant that we
12 stop oil drilling. If we drilled for oil, we would be
13 destroying the incredible bond between man and ani nal .
14 | understood for the first time that what threatens the
15 caribou threatens the GMch'in and in nany ways
16 threatens us all.
17 "We spent our last night in Fairbanks, having
18 dinner with Bernadette, and for the first tine of the
19 whole trip, she actually did ask ne why | was
20 vegetarian. | told her about ny experience with
21 Charlie and with the elder fromthe church and how t hey
22 explained to ne the spiritual connection that the
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1 Gmch'in had to the Porcupi ne caribou, one that does

2 not exi st between WAshi ngtoni ans and the ani mals we

3 eat. By the tine the neat reaches our plates, the poor
4 aninmal has suffered trenmendously and is nanel ess to us.
5 Maybe if | lived in Arctic Village and | had a chance

6 to express ny gratitude to the animal and to the herd,

7 | would not be a vegetarian, just as Bernadette, if she
8 lived in D.C., mght not be a neat eater.

9 "I love aninmals. That's what brought nme to

10 testify here today even though | have a fever. | have

11 devoted a lot of nmy tinme to this issue already, but now
12 know why it is nore inportant than ever to devote ny
13 energy to protecting the wld flow of the caribou and
14  the ancestral and spiritual rights of the GMch'in."
15 And because | can't help nyself and | spent the
16 sunmer hi king the John Miuir Trail and have spent ny

17 life in the outdoors, a Thoreau quote that | think is
18 pretty rel evant.

19 "W need the tonic of wildness, to wade soneti nes
20 i n marshes where the bittern and the neadow hen [ urk,
21 and hear the boom ng of the snipe; to snell the

22  whi spering sedge where only sone w | der and nore
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1 solitary fowl wll build her nest, and the mnk craw s
2 WwWthits belly close to the ground. At the sane tine
3 that we are earnest to explore and learn all things, we
4 require that all things be nysterious and unexpl orabl e,
5 that and and sea be infinitely wld, unsurveyed, and
6 unf at honed by us because unfathomable. W can never

7 have enough of nature. W nust be refreshed by the

8 sight of inexhaustible vigor, vast and titanic

9 features, the seacoast with its wecks, the w | derness
10 wthits living and its decaying trees, the

11  thundercloud, and the rain which lasts 3 weeks and

12 produces freshets. W need to witness our own limts
13 transgressed, and sone life pasturing freely where we
14 never wander. These natural spaces are where we can
15 always find hope, where we can be noved by a beauty

16 that sinmultaneously rem nds us of our fragility while

17 maki ng us feel nost alive."

18 Thank you.

19 (Appl ause.)

20 MR GREG SINGLETON: H . M nane is Geg

21 Singleton. I'mfrom Springfield, Virginia. And | want

22 to thank you folks for taking these comments fromthe
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1 public on the Draft EIS for drilling in the coastal
2 region of ANVR.  And thanks for staying here so |ate

3 tonight because | knowit's kind of a pain. But, you

4 know, | just -- | don't have any real prepared remarks,
5 but just -- I'mjust an American. |'mone of 330
6 mllion people that you won't get to hear from but

7 except for the fact that | happen to live close to

8 where you're holding this -- this session, this public
9 heari ng.
10 So because | |ove the environnent, and | grew up

11 in the outdoors, spent 26 years in the Arny, retired,
12 def endi ng our freedons and denocracy. And one of the
13 things that |I felt like I was defending was this great
14  country of ours that not only has all these freedons
15 that we enjoy, but also the nost wonderful natural

16 resources of any country in the world. And Alaska is
17 one of those places, one of the |ast places, that's
18 still pristine.

19 And, you know, when | ooking at the overall schene
20 of things in the world, you guys did a Draft EI'S on
21 drilling in ANVR, in the coastal region. So | would

22 like to talk to you a little bit about a little bit
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broader EIS that was done for the globe, and it was
called the Intergovernnental Panel on Cdinmate Change.
So the | PCC said, You know what we told you before?
It's worse, and it's getting worse faster.

So then the NOAA canme out with a report back in
Novenber right around Thanksgiving, it was rel eased on
the Friday of Thanksgiving week if you renmenber, and it
said, You know what? The climate is getting bad, and
It's getting bad faster than we thought before. W
really have to do sonething by 2030, the sane thing the
| PCC sai d.

And then just recently, | think | ast week naybe, a
report came out and said, GQuess what, we found a hole
under the Antarctic ice sheet half the size of
Manhattan, which is causing the ice to nelt faster.

And by the way, NASA says that the Arctic ice
sheet is nelting at a rate of 12.8 percent per decade.
And guess what? That rate is getting faster over tine.

So what do you guys think is causing all the ice
to nelt and causing the globe to warn? |It's because
humans are burning too many fossil fuels. GCkay, we're

burning too many fossil fuels, so we could do sonething
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1 about that. W could start by, how about l|let's have

2 the United States back off on burning and harvesting so
3 many fossil fuels? W need to conpletely get off of

4 them but as a start point, why don't we start by not

5 drilling for nore fossil fuels and doing it in the one
6 pl ace left on the Earth where these Porcupi ne caribou

7 and pol ar bears and ducks and geese and all these other
8 birds use as a breeding ground? 1It's the |ast place

9 where they all cone together to do all their -- you

10 know, their nursery. And it's just such a wonderful

11 pl ace.
12 So | stand before you today to express ny deepest
13 opposition to drilling in the Arctic National WIldlife

14 Refuge. BLMs Draft Environnental |npact Statenent in
15 no way provides an accurate or adequate assessnent of
16 the negative inpacts for oil and gas drilling that wll
17 have -- will have on resident and mgratory wildlife
18 ecosystens and indi genous communiti es.

19 So I just wanted to say that obligatory part, but
20 really if you think about what we're doing as a human
21 species, we are destroying the planet. W're causing

22 all thisice to nmelt. Now, we're tal king about -- the
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1 ironic part of this is one of the things that's

2 contributing significantly to global warmng is the

3 fact that the Arctic ice sheets -- North Pole, South

4 Pole, Greenland -- the ice sheets are part of what keep
5 the Earth cool over tine by reflecting the sunlight.

6 So we're going to go up to the Arctic, where we

7 want there to be nore ice, and we're going to drill for
8 oil and bring it back and burn it, causing the climate

9 to warm nore, causing nore of these very ice sheets to

10 melt, which are the things that reflect the sunlight

11 back into the atnosphere and keep the gl obe cool.

12 mean, think about what we're doing here. It's -- it's
13 crazy.

14 So all 1'"masking you to do is please give sone
15 careful consideration in this -- | guess it's the Draft

16 ElIS now, and | didn't honestly look at the timng of
17 when it's going to beconme the Final EIS, but give sone
18 thought to how the burning of fossil fuels is going to
19 i npact the warm ng of the planet, which inpacts, you
20 know, sea |level rise and the changing of the climte.
21 You know, another thing that you all obviously

22 know because you're snmart people, you know that the
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planet's five warnest years on record were which years?
2018, 2017, 2016, 2015, and 2014. Those are the five
war mest years on record.

So we have the evidence before us, it's staring us
right in the face, that we are warm ng the pl anet
because of burning fossil fuels. And this EIS is about
harvesting nore fossil fuels in a country where our
President just told us |ast week that we are the nunber
one exporter of fossil fuels in the world. Wy do we
need to drill for nore oil in the Alaskan -- the Arctic
National WIldlife Refuge? It just doesn't nake sense
when you look at it froma |arger schene of things.

So pl ease take these thoughts into consideration
as you go forward throughout the process.

Thank you very much.

(Appl ause.)

DR. JEAN BUZBY: WM nane is Dr. Jean C. Buzby.
I"'ma U S. citizen. And I'man agriculture econom st
residing in Gainesville, Virginia, by the way, on Lake
Manassas. Two years ago, | counted 84 swans, | ast
year, only 14.

But my nessage here today is that | strongly
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1 oppose the Departnent of Interior's efforts to pursue
2 an oil and gas leasing programin the Arctic National

3 WIldlife Refuge, and that's for three reasons.

4 First of all, if you look into the history of the
5 refuge, the purpose on the FW5 website is to preserve
6 unique wldlife, wlderness, and recreational value for
7 all Americans. GO and gas extraction don't fall into
8 that category. They're not the purpose.

9 Second, | feel strongly that there should be

10 places in the United States that we, as a nation, |eave
11 undevel oped, and the Arctic Refuge is unfortunately one
12 of the very last wild and untouched | andscapes left in
13  our nation.

14 Right now, it is a fully intact Arctic ecosystem
15 that is a breeding grounds for mllions of mgratory

16 bi rds, such as the tundra swans, and the hone of

17 wldlife that |I care about, such as the caribou, which
18 use the refuge to calve and raise their young. But

19 this could all be changed irreparably, damaged by oi
20 and gas | easing. And we've heard tonight fromoil
21 peopl e that the damage can be irreparable.

22 M gratory birds al ready face increasing pressures
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1 from human devel opnent affecting their population's

2 survival, and they don't need the added chal | enge of

3 reduced or damaged critical breeding grounds. The

4 refuge should remain a place where Anerica's Arctic

5 birds and wildlife seeking refuge fromthe pressures of
6 climte change and w despread devel opnent. And we

7 should | eave the refuge permanently protected for the
8 people live there and all of Anericans, children, and
9 future generations.

10 Third, | amvery concerned that the Draft

11 Environnental |npact Statenent significantly

12 underestimates the inpacts that oil and gas activities
13 wll have on all the bird and animal life that depend
14  on the refuge. A broader range of negative

15 externalities should be included. There can often be
16 uni nt ended, unforeseen consequences.

17 And just as a quick aside, one exanple of an

18 uni ntended consequence is in Siberia they were building
19 a road for forests -- through the forest. And then the
20  sun was able to hit that road, and it -- it nelted the
21 per maf rost by exposing the land to sunlight. It's

22 called the Batagai ka crater in Siberia. And this --
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1 and every sunmmer, the sun keeps hitting that crater,

2 and it's like a big mning site, it's like a vol cano.

3 You can see it fromspace it's so big. That's just one

4  exanple of an unintended consequence of human acti ons.

5 And |'ve studied the map show ng the probability

6 of what's called near-surface permafrost, and the

7 refuge is a region with sone of the highest probability

8 of that in Al aska.

9 My point is that the land in the Arctic Refuge is
10 fragile and could face unexpected consequences from oil
11 and gas | easing. These negative consequences need to
12 be incorporated in your analysis, and quantifi ed.

13 Added pressure on wldlife could also lead ultimately
14 to permanent very real consequences, such as even the
15 extinction of species.

16 G| and gas devel opnent and the acconpanyi ng

17 seism c equi pnent and testing and nunmerous inevitable
18 i ndustrial oil spills are likely to cause pernanent

19 harmto the Arctic Refuge's fragile environnent and the
20 wldlife that depend on it.

21 As a related concern, this Departnent's rushed

22 tineline for oil and gas devel opnent and the i nadequate
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Environnental |npact Statenment is puzzling to ne. Wy
the rush? This rush will not allow for the full
analysis required by law. A full analysis is necessary
to nmeet our obligations to responsibly manage the
National WIldlife Refuge System

In summary, | strongly oppose the Departnent of
the Interior's efforts to pursue an oil and gas | easing
programin the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge for
three reasons. One, it's not part of the refuge
agreed- upon purpose to preserve unique wldlife,
wi | derness, and recreational value for all Anmericans.
Second, the U.S. needs untouched safe harbors for birds
and wildlife, and this refuge serves as one of the | ast
great w | derness | andscapes. And nost inportantly, the
i nadequat e Environmental |npact Statenment needs to be
nore thoughtfully and conprehensively devel oped w t hout
artificial deadlines jeopardizing the integrity of the
st udy.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide coments.
| hope that you will look into ny concerns and the
ot her concerns expressed here today and take the tine

to do a nore thorough and conprehensi ve anal ysi s.
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Thank you for your tine.

(Appl ause.)

M5. KARLA BRI GHT: Thank you. H. M nanme is
Karla Bright, and | really appreciate the opportunity
to speak today. | live in Virginia now, but | live in
-- lived and taught school in Fairbanks for over 25
years. | raised ny famly there. M husband worked
for the Fish and Wldlife Service there. But ny 25
years is nothing conpared to the GM ch'in, who have
lived in the land for countless tine. Their voices
shoul d count for 10 tinmes any of us, especially AOCGA
and API .

| support Alternative A, no action. | realize
that this does not comply with the law, but that tax
| aw was a huge sellout, and a sellout of the Arctic
National WIldlife Refuge.

| understand that the Al aska del egation and the
majority of Al askans support drilling in the coastal
plain, but they are the ones with the old bunper
sticker on their cars, and excuse the wording, but the
bunper sticker said, "Please, God, give us another

Prudhoe Bay. W promise not to piss it away this
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1 tinme." Well, it was pissed away. So let's not

2 sacrifice the pristine coastal plain for the sane

3 greed. The Arctic National WIldlife Refuge should

4 remain a refuge for caribou, polar bear, resident and
5 mgrating birds, and wi | derness. Once the w | derness
6 Is gone, we'll never get it back. And as Thoreau said,
7 "In wildness is the preservation of the Earth."

8 Thank you

9 (Appl ause.)

10 V5. Al MEE DELACH. Hello. Thank you for being

11 here tonight. M nanme is Ainee Delach. I'mwth

12 Defenders of Wldlife. [|I'mhere to register ny

13 opposition to the oil and gas exploration | easing and
14 drilling on the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge. And I
15 want to talk tonight nmainly about climte change, an
16 actual national enmergency as well as a gl obal

17  emergency.

18 Climate change is not a distant future. 1It's not
19 a distant threat in tine or place. It is affecting us
20 now. It is affecting us all over the country and all
21 over the world: in Puerto Rico, Florida, Texas,
22 Loui siana, North Carolina, even where | live in Athens,
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Chi o, where our local river hit flood stage three tines
in one week this week for the first tinme ever. But
nowhere is climate change inpacting nore severely than
in northern Al aska.

According to the 2018 National Cimate Assessnent,
which the Trunp admi nistration tried to release quietly
the day after Thanksgiving but did not try to
sugarcoat, the tenperatures on the North Sl ope of
Al aska are al ready 3 degrees Fahrenheit higher than the
m d- 20t h century average, and could rise by another 2
to 5 degrees just by the mddle of this century, nuch
hi gher by late this century. The consequences for both
wildlife and the human communities in the North Sl ope
area are potentially catastrophic. Loss of sea ice
devastates not just polar bear denning and hunting
habi tat but al so exposes coastal comunities to extrene
erosion, and you're seeing sonme conmunities actually
needing to retreat from-- fromthe coast of Al aska.

Melting permafrost is radically altering aquatic
habi tat and col | apsing the very ground on which we
wal k.  Warnmer tenperatures and changing precipitation

patterns are dramatically rewiting the entire
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1 | andscape, and everything from changes to food sources,
2 nore difficulty in finding food, and increased insect

3 harassnent is affecting mammal s |ike the caribou, polar
4  bear denning issues, and a whol e host of other problens
5 for nuskoxen, walrus, alnost the entire manmmalian

6 comunity in the Arctic Refuge, as well as the bird

7 communi ty, which includes, of course, over 200 speci es,
8 many of which mgrate to all the rest of the States,

9 and birdwatchers like nme ook for tundra swans that

10 mgrate fromthe refuge.

11 Ami d the upheaval of climte change to the

12 Nation's nost pristine ecosystem the current EI S

13 really tries to shortcut the situation. Instead of it
14 taking the hard | ook required under NEPA at the affects
15 of climate change, the EIS says the effects will be a
16 little bit |ike Moses Tooth 1 and 2, which were two

17 much smaller oil devel opnents far away in the NPRA, and
18 rely on science that's now 8 to 10 years old. Those --
19 the Mooses Tooth 1 came out in 2012 and references
20 material that's ol der than that.
21 And the Cumul ative I npacts Assessnent is al so

22 conpl etely inadequate. It never at all addresses the
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cunul ative effects of the climte change inpacts

| ayered on by turning the North Slope into a ngjor

i ndustrial devel opment. And, of course, the greatest
irony of that is that it's in the service of naking
climate change worse by drilling for oil and gas and
eventual |y burning those fossil fuels.

Thank you

(Appl ause.)

MR. MARK SALVO Thank you for staying late for us
tonight. W appreciate it.

Is it on? GCet closer. Eat the mcrophone, as
t hey say.

My nane is Mark Salvo. | represent Defenders of
Wldlife here in Washington, D.C., this evening.

The Arctic National WIldlife Refuge is a gl obal
treasure, a haven for wildlife on a planet contending
Wi th increasing habitat |oss and, as ny col | eague just
stated, climate change.

As a lawyer, it is incunbent on ne to rem nd us of
the legal requirenents of this planning process. The
adm ni stration is bound by | aw, Federal regulation, and

committed to agency guidance to anal yze, assess, and
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1 accomodate the followng in establishing an oil and

2 gas programin the coastal plain of the Arctic Nationa
3 WIdlife Refuge. It must manage and conti nue to nmanage
4 the Arctic Refuge to conserve the excepti onal

5 ecol ogi cal values for which it was established to

6 protect nore than half a century ago. The refuge | aws
7 were not waived in this process, including in the tax
8 bill that authorized this shenanigan. The Depart nent
9 of Interior nust conserve and recover inperiled species
10 protected under the Endangered Species Act. The ESA
11 still applies.

12 An oil and gas programin the coastal plain nust
13 accord with the Marine Manmal Protection Act, which

14 i ncludes clear requirenents for protecting marine

15 mammal s from potentially harnful activities.

16 The Departnent nust uphold international treaty
17 obligations for mgratory birds, polar bears, the

18  Porcupi ne caribou herd, and other resources.

19 The planni ng process nust especially evaluate and
20 di scl ose the extensive inpacts of oil and gas
21 activities it will have on inperiled polar bears and

22 their designated critical habitat in the refuge.
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1 The Departnent must fully consider the extensive
2 I npacts of oil and gas devel opnent on nearly 100 bird

3 species that nest, feed, and breed on the coastal

4 pl ai n.

5 The pl anni ng process nust assess and di scl ose the
6 harnful inpacts of oil and gas activities on a host of
7 wldlife species: brown bears, wolves, nuskoxen, anong
8 others.

9 And, finally, the planning process nust analyze

10 and reveal how oil and gas activities would worsen

11 climte change, both in the refuge's environnent and

12 around the worl d.

13 The Draft Environnental |npact Statenent issued

14 i medi ately prior to the | ongest governnment shutdown in
15 history failed to adequately anal yze and assess the

16 I npacts in accordance with these | egal requirenents.

17 The Final Environnental |npact Statenment nust do
18 so, but will alnost certainly fall short due to the

19 artificial requirenents and tim ng of resources that

20 have been provided to this effort.

21 Def enders of WIldlife and our partners will sue,

22 not because we're overly litigious or disagreeable, but
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because we are charged with upholding the law. The
Trunp adm ni stration, because of the nature of this
process, will |ose.

So let's save us all sone tinme and the taxpayers
sone expense, and as so nmany people here this evening
have so el oquently stated, start over. And this tine
properly consider the inpacts of an oil and gas |easing
programin the Arctic Refuge on polar bears, ice seals,
native peoples, our clinmate, and future generations.

Thank you

(Appl ause.)

FEMALE SPEAKER: H . |'mreading on behal f of
Jill LaRue, who couldn't be here tonight.

"I have travel ed through the Arctic Nationa
Wldlife Refuge and coastal plain twice. | have
observed incredible bird diversity, seen wol verines
traversing flows of (inaudible) ice. | saw a polar
bear sunni ng on dunes near the Beaufort Sea, and
grizzly bears fishing on gravel bars in the river. |
wat ched wol ves travel down the valley from our
Vi ewpoi nt across the Canning River. | have been

privileged to have caribou wal k through ny canp. |

Alderson Court Reporting

1-800-FOR-DEPO www.AldersonReporting.com


http:www.AldersonReporting.com

Meeting - Auditorium 2/13/2019

Washington, DC Page 207

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

wat ched tiny weasels hunting al ong the banks of the
river. | have talked with nmenbers of the Gaich'in

Tri be, who continue to depend on the Porcupine caribou
herd for their livelihood.

"l believe it is a travesty that there will only
be one official public hearing offered in the |ower 48
States, as if this issue does not affect us."

Jill Tives in Cashnere, Washi ngton.

"There will be no chance for ne to present ny
statenment in person because traveling to Washi ngton,
D.C., fromcentral Washington State is prohibitive this
time of year with unprecedented snowstorns.

"I believe it is irresponsible of the U S.
Interior Departnent to consider allowing oil drilling
in the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge. It has
carelessly released a Draft Environnental | npact
St at enent that downpl ays and underesti mates the damage
that would result fromdrilling in this area. This
damage includes the likely risk of oil spills,

I ncreased carbon pollution and surface disturbance, use
of water unavailable in a desert environnent. | am

concerned about the destruction of polar bear habitat
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and sensitive caribou calving grounds used by the
Por cupi ne cari bou herd during the |ongest mamal
mgration on Earth for tinme i menori al.

"Fuel ed by greed, oil drilling must not be all owed
In the Arctic coastal plain. W do not need this oil.
| believe the "no action" alternative is the only
opportunity to avoid irreversible destruction and to
protect this precious habitat and the ani mals and
humans who |ive there."

Thank you

(Appl ause.)

MR PH L LU H. M nane is Phil Lu, and |
represent Defenders of wildlife. As you can see here,
we appear in packs.

G ven the urgency of the climate change, it is
I rresponsi ble to open up the coastal plain to oil and
gas exploration and drilling. Fossil fuel extraction
on public lands already produces one-quarter of all
U.S. carbon em ssions. W cannot delay climte change
any longer -- action any longer. According to the 2018
| PCC report, we only have 12 years to dramatically

reduce our clinmate em ssions to stay within 1.5 degree
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1 Cel sius, the anpbunt scientists predict to avert nmgjor

2 di sruptions in our way of life.

3 Pl ease consi der the consequences of sea | eve

4 rise, an increase in infectious disease, and a sixth

5 mass extinction.

6 Thank you

7 M5. SARAH BETHEL: H . M nane is Sarah Bet hel

8 and | amreading the testinony of Mchelle Harnon, from
9 Alberta, A abama, who is also the founder of the

10  organi zati on Al abama Coast United.

11 "I"'mwiting to you today to ask that you stop
12 your plan to drill in the Arctic National Wldlife
13 Refuge. | grew up on the Gulf Coast and have w tnessed

14  firsthand the destruction of the coastal environnments
15 by the oil and gas industry here in the Gulf of Mexico.
16 | watched as mllions of gallons of oil and dispersant
17 spewed into the Gulf after BP carelessly all owed

18 Deepwat er Horizon to explode, killing 11 nen, countless
19 wldlife, and injuring the people of the Gulf Coast for
20 decades to cone.

21 "The tax bill of 2017 gave approval to open the

22 Arctic Refuge to oil and gas exploration and
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1 environnmental destruction, two things this wildlife
2 refuge was created to protect the wildlife and habitat
3 from Have we | earned nothing fromoil disasters like
4  Exxon Val dez and Deepwater Horizon? Exxon Val dez
5 happened over 30 years ago, and the inpacts are still
6 very real. QI still lies just under the surface rocks
7 on the shorelines. O ca and sal non popul ations still
8 haven't recovered. And 10 years after the BP disaster,
9 the Gulf of Mexico is still recovering.
10 "The Trunp admi nistration doesn't listen to sound
11  science, which has told us tine and tine again that
12 drilling in the Arctic Village is a disastrous idea.
13 We know climate change is already on the fast track.
14 lce is nelting at unprecedented rates, and pol ar bears
15 are dying fromstarvation due to the inpacts of hunman-
16 accel erated climate change.
17 "We all knowthat it isn't a matter of if an oi
18 disaster within the Arctic Refuge will occur, it is
19 nerely a matter of when. The Arctic Refuge is such a
20 renote and harsh environnent, cleanup of such a
21 di saster woul d be nearly inpossible.

22 "I urge every one of you sitting here today
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1 listening to the testinony of nyself and others and
2 joinwus in placing the environnent, wldlife, and

3 peopl e over greedy corporate profiteers. There is no

4 noney to be nade on a dead planet."

5 (Appl ause.)

6 M5. KATIE TAYLOR H . M nane is Katie Taylor.

7 And | have with ne a polar bear representative who wl|l
8 be joining us. | amgoing to be reading testinony on

9 behal f of Sally Magaziner, of Ml vern, Pennsyl vani a.

10 "Geed equals a limted nunber of people who stand
11 to win huge at the expense of the people and |iving

12 creatures who often | ose conpletely. It nakes ne so

13 angry that opening the Arctic Refuge for oil extraction
14 is real. The Trunp administration wants to turn this
15 magni fi cent ecosysteminto an oil field. Renenber the
16 anthem "This land is your land, this land is ny |and"?

17  What happened to that standard? As a taxpaying

18 citizen, | thought the refuge was ours, belonging to

19 you and ne. | say this now because once it's stripped
20 and punctured and ravaged, it's gone forever. |Its

21 pristine beauty and natural inhabitants will exist only
22 in history books for future generations.

Alderson Court Reporting
1-800-FOR-DEPO www.AldersonReporting.com


http:www.AldersonReporting.com

Meeting - Auditorium 2/13/2019
Washington, DC Page 212

1 "After the equipnment and greedy peopl e have

2 desol ated the Arctic coastal plain, after resident and
3 mgratory wildlife have watching their birthing grounds
4 violently ripped apart and destroyed, after once again
5 I ndi genous communi ti es have been chased off their

6 honel and, after the land is sucked dry of whatever oil
7 | i es beneath and stands ruined and abandoned, and after
8 the human race still is faced wwth the long-term

9 probl em of finding another energy source, what then?
10 "Flash forward to 100 years fromnow. The Arctic
11 coastal plain has been decinmated for nearly a century.
12 Your great-great-grandchild is school and | earns of

13 what was once called the great Arctic Refuge, with its
14  diverse and unique wildlife and indi genous peopl e that
15 flourished off the land. Your great-great-grandchild
16 sees phot ographs of the polar bear, Arctic fox,

17 Por cupi ne cari bou herd, and other wildlife, and she's
18 saddened greatly. She inquires, 'What becane of those
19 beauti ful animals, the people, and that pretty | and?
20 The answer, she learns, is because of the narrow,
21 short-termthinking of the then greedy people in power.

22 They stole this land fromher and her children who wl|l
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1 follow. The answer is not nore dirty fossil fuels; the
2 answer is long-termrenewabl e energy.

3 "I"d like to nmention ny own grandfather, Hernman

4  Baney (ph), once an electrical engineer at GE and

5 I nventor wwth nearly 100 patents. Forever com ng up

6 wth new thoughts and i deas, he was one of the original
7 pi oneers of the wind turbine, wind energy, back in the
8 1940s.

9 "I'f we turn our focus to innovative and cl ean

10 energy solutions, we could preserve the Arctic Refuge
11 forever and have an unlinmted source of clean energy to
12 keep the nodern world noving forward. The Arctic

13 Refuge is not there to fuel our tanks."

14 (Appl ause.)

15 M5. KRISTEN MLLER Since I'mthe last, |I'm going

16 to talk as | ong as possi bl e.

17 My name is Kristen MIler. |1'mthe Conservation
18 Director with Al aska W derness League. |'m honored to
19 be here to testify. |'mhonored to be in this room

200 with so many i ndi genous voices. And as a nenber of the
21 Al aska W derness League, |'m honored to stand with the

22 OGmach'inin this fight to stop devel opnent in the
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1 Arctic National WIdlife Refuge.

2 I"mactually going to read a testinony from

3 sonebody else like a few people before nme, but | just

4 want to put alittle context toit. | mght be the

5 | ast one to read proxy testinony, but it's not the only
6 proxy testinony that we have. As you know, we

7 requested for this public conment period to be |onger.
8 We requested for there to be nore public hearings

9 out si de of Washington, D.C , and outside of Al aska.

10 Since | have been working in Al aska W/ derness

11 League and since we were founded, there have been

12 mllions of Americans from across the country that have
13 engaged in this fight, and it's never ceased to amaze
14 me the passion that you see frompeople fromall over
15 the country that weigh in on this issue and that care
16 so passionately about these public |ands, care so

17 passi onately about the Gmch'in people. Those people
18 are not going to get the opportunity to conme and speak
19 directly to decision makers, which is why we decided to
20 cone here today and give themthe opportunity to have
21 their testinony read into the record.

22 So on their behalf, |I'm speaking for Dan Rosenan,

Alderson Court Reporting
1-800-FOR-DEPO www.AldersonReporting.com


http:www.AldersonReporting.com

Meeting - Auditorium 2/13/2019
Washington, DC Page 215

1 who lives in Salt Lake City. He has been to the

2 refuge, and his testinony is about that experience.

3 Many of these people that we have worked with

4  throughout the years have never been to the refuge, and
5 their passion is equal, and these are the people, these
6 are the majority of Americans that you' re going to hear
7 fromin public coments, and these are the people

8 across the country that want to see this place

9 protected. And so we all want to speak on their behalf
10 and recogni ze that we have nenbership bases and peopl e
11 fromall across the country that care about this issue,
12 and they have the opportunity.

13 | ask you, you know, you still have the

14  opportunity to provide nore public comment tinefrane

15 and nore public comment opportunities, in-person

16 opportunities like this.

17 So let me just take a nonent to speak on Dan's
18 behal f. 1'mgoing to speak in his voice.
19 "My name is Dan Roseman. | live in Salt Lake

20 Cty, Uah. This past sumrer | spent 2 weeks
21 traversing the refuge on foot and by pack raft,

22 i ncluding the western section of the 1002 between the
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Sadl erochit Mountains and Kaktovik. |In the EIS, this
Is the zone with the nost energy devel opnent potenti al
and al so the zone that politicians would | ead you to
believe is a barren wasteland. | can tell you nothing
is farther fromthe truth

"As we wal ked fromthe Sadl erochit east to the
Hul a Hul a, we caught our first glinpse of the fanous
Porcupi ne caribou herd. | literally spent an entire
ni ght awake on the banks of the Hul a Hul a wat chi ng
hundr eds of thousands of caribou nove across the
coastal plain. It was one of the nobst amazing
W | derness experiences |I've ever had. A large group of
animal s eventually swam across the Hula Hula 100 yards
away, and there were so many animals that the current
woul d strip their hair and deposit it in footw de piles
al ong the banks of the river that literally stretched
as far as | could see.

"But it's just not all caribou. The follow ng
days we encountered dozens of varieties of waterfow,
nests full of hatchlings, snow ows, and a grizzly sow
with her two cubs just a half a mle fromthe Arctic

Ccean. Where else in Anerica do we have the
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1 opportunity to see an entire ecosystemfromthe

2 Continental Divide all the way to the ocean, conpletely
3 intact, and free of alnobst all human devel opnent? It's
4 a scale of wilderness experience that sinply does not

5 exi st anywhere else. This is as close to understandi ng
6 the awe of the frontier that existed all across the

7 American West just 200 years ago, and to needl essly

8 fragnment these ecosystens woul d steal that experience

9 permanently fromthe com ng generations.

10 "After reviewing the EIS and experiencing these

11 | ands personally, | can say definitely the only

12 satisfactory option is Alternative A no action.

13 "Thank you for the opportunity.”
14 (Appl ause.)
15 MR, CHAD RI CKLEFS: Thank you. Unfortunately, we

16 have come to 8:00. This will be the end of the
17 conclusion for the public testinony.

18 (Whereupon, at 8:01 p.m, the neeting was
19 adj our ned.)

20

21

22

Alderson Court Reporting
1-800-FOR-DEPO www.AldersonReporting.com


http:www.AldersonReporting.com

	Index with Advanced Search Feature
	$
	$1 (1)
	$1.5 (1)
	$150 (1)
	$160 (1)
	$2,700 (1)
	$25 (1)
	$30 (1)
	$300 (1)
	$5.00 (1)
	$600 (1)
	$700 (1)

	,
	, (1)

	0
	0 (1)
	01 (1)

	1
	1 (3)
	1,000 (1)
	1,800 (1)
	1.5 (1)
	1.6-million-acre (1)
	1.8 (1)
	10 (7)
	10,000 (3)
	100 (13)
	100,000 (4)
	1002 (12)
	10th (1)
	11 (4)
	11.8 (1)
	12 (6)
	12,000 (1)
	12.4 (1)
	12.8 (1)
	120 (2)
	1201 (1)
	125 (2)
	12-acre (1)
	13 (3)
	13,000 (1)
	13.2 (1)
	132 (1)
	133 (1)
	135 (1)
	14 (2)
	14-acre (1)
	15 (11)
	150 (2)
	150-plus (1)
	154 (1)
	15th (1)
	16 (2)
	160 (2)
	17 (3)
	17,000 (1)
	18 (1)
	19 (4)
	19.3 (1)
	1940s (1)
	1944 (1)
	1950s (2)
	1960 (2)
	197,000 (1)
	1970 (4)
	1970s (1)
	1974 (1)
	1975 (1)
	1980 (2)
	1985 (2)
	1987 (2)
	1988 (7)
	1990s (1)
	1991 (1)
	1996 (1)
	1997 (1)

	2
	2 (9)
	2,000 (11)
	2:00 (2)
	2:15 (1)
	20 (3)
	20,000 (3)
	200 (6)
	200,000 (1)
	2002 (1)
	2007 (1)
	2010 (1)
	2012 (1)
	2014 (2)
	2015 (2)
	2016 (3)
	2017 (6)
	2018 (5)
	2019 (4)
	2020 (1)
	2030 (1)
	2031 (1)
	2040 (2)
	2050 (3)
	2119 (1)
	217 (1)
	21st (3)
	22 (4)
	25 (3)
	26 (1)
	29th (1)

	3
	3 (6)
	3,596 (1)
	3.4 (1)
	3.5 (1)
	3:00 (3)
	30 (3)
	300 (1)
	33 (2)
	330 (1)
	35 (3)
	35,000 (3)
	35th (1)
	3D (1)

	4
	4 (1)
	4,608 (1)
	4.3 (1)
	40 (10)
	40,000 (2)
	400 (2)
	40-plus (1)
	42 (2)
	45 (2)
	47 (3)
	48 (3)
	49 (1)
	4-mile (1)
	4-to-5-year (1)

	5
	5 (3)
	5,000 (2)
	50 (5)
	500 (2)
	5-1 (1)
	52 (1)
	54 (1)
	55 (1)
	57 (1)
	59 (1)

	6
	6 (4)
	6:00 (2)
	60 (2)
	60,000 (2)
	600 (1)
	60-plus (1)
	64 (1)
	65 (2)
	65,000 (1)

	7
	7 (2)
	7.68 (1)
	7.8 (1)
	70 (3)
	700 (1)
	700,000 (1)
	70-mile-per-hour (1)
	70s (1)
	75 (2)
	776 (1)

	8
	8 (3)
	8,000 (2)
	8:00 (3)
	8:01 (1)
	80 (2)
	80s (1)
	84 (1)
	85,000 (1)
	88-square-mile (1)
	8-wheel (1)

	9
	9 (3)
	90 (4)
	90,000-pound (2)
	95 (1)
	9-year-old (1)

	A
	A10 (2)
	abandoned (1)
	abiding (1)
	abilities (1)
	ability (2)
	able (13)
	Abraham (1)
	absolute (1)
	absolutely (3)
	absurd (1)
	abundance (2)
	abundant (1)
	academia (1)
	academic (1)
	accelerated (1)
	accept (1)
	acceptable (1)
	access (9)
	accessible (2)
	accident (2)
	accidents (1)
	accommodate (1)
	accompanying (1)
	accomplished (1)
	accord (1)
	account (3)
	accounting (1)
	accurate (2)
	Achilik (1)
	acid (1)
	acknowledging (2)
	acre (4)
	acreage (2)
	acres (28)
	acronym (3)
	act (16)
	Acting (3)
	action (5)
	actions (2)
	activism (1)
	Activist (4)
	activists (1)
	activities (12)
	activity (4)
	acts (1)
	actual (3)
	ad (2)
	Adam (13)
	adapt (2)
	added (2)
	adding (2)
	addition (3)
	additional (1)
	additionally (2)
	address (6)
	addresses (1)
	addressing (1)
	adequate (3)
	adequately (3)
	Adirondack (5)
	Adirondacks (1)
	adjacent (2)
	adjourned (1)
	Adjournment (1)
	adjusted (1)
	Administration (17)
	adopted (2)
	adores (1)
	adult (1)
	adults (3)
	advancement (2)
	Advances (3)
	advantage (1)
	adventure (1)
	adviser (1)
	Advisor (3)
	advisory (1)
	advocacy (2)
	advocate (1)
	advocated (1)
	advocates (1)
	Affairs (3)
	affect (5)
	afford (3)
	afraid (2)
	African (1)
	aftermath (2)
	afternoon (13)
	age (3)
	agency (3)
	AGENDA (3)
	agent (1)
	aggravated (1)
	Agnes (3)
	ago (19)
	agree (3)
	agreed-upon (1)
	agreement (1)
	Agriculture (2)
	ahead (4)
	aide (1)
	Aimee (3)
	ain't (1)
	air (5)
	Airport (4)
	airports (1)
	AK (1)
	akka (1)
	Alabama (4)
	Alaska (137)
	Alaskan (5)
	Alaskans (16)
	Alaska's (16)
	Albert (1)
	Alberta (2)
	Alcatraz (1)
	Alex (1)
	algae (1)
	Algonquian (1)
	alive (3)
	allocated (1)
	allotment (1)
	allotments (2)
	allow (13)
	allowed (3)
	allowing (4)
	allows (3)
	alongside (1)
	Alpine (2)
	alter (1)
	altering (1)
	alternative (10)
	alternatives (15)
	Altogether (2)
	Alupe (1)
	Amanda (3)
	amaze (1)
	amazed (1)
	amazing (5)
	amending (1)
	amendments (1)
	America (13)
	American (23)
	Americans (16)
	America's (11)
	Amid (1)
	amount (5)
	Amy (3)
	anadromous (1)
	analysis (8)
	analysts (1)
	analyze (5)
	analyzed (1)
	analyzing (1)
	anatomy (1)
	ancestors (4)
	ancestral (5)
	Anchorage (9)
	Andersen (3)
	Anderson (3)
	anger (1)
	Anglican (1)
	angry (1)
	ANILCA (6)
	animal (14)
	animals (29)
	Anna (4)
	Anne (4)
	announcements (1)
	answer (6)
	answers (1)
	Antarctic (1)
	anthem (1)
	anthill (1)
	antibiotics (1)
	anticipated (1)
	antifungal (2)
	ants (2)
	ANWR (18)
	ANWR's (1)
	anybody (5)
	anymore (5)
	anyway (2)
	Anyways (1)
	AOGA (5)
	apart (4)
	API (6)
	apologize (1)
	appeal (1)
	appear (2)
	appetite (1)
	Applause (68)
	application (1)
	applied (1)
	applies (2)
	appoint (1)
	appointed (1)
	appreciate (8)
	appreciated (1)
	appreciation (1)
	appreciative (1)
	approach (3)
	approachable (1)
	appropriate (3)
	appropriateness (1)
	approval (2)
	approximately (2)
	aquatic (1)
	archaic (1)
	Arctic (201)
	area (30)
	areas (11)
	Arellano (2)
	arguably (1)
	argument (3)
	arguments (1)
	Arian (5)
	Arizona (1)
	armchair (1)
	Army (2)
	arrived (3)
	arrow (2)
	article (2)
	artificial (2)
	ashamed (1)
	aside (6)
	asked (2)
	asking (2)
	aspect (1)
	aspects (3)
	ASRC (4)
	assault (2)
	assaults (2)
	Assembly (1)
	assess (4)
	assessment (5)
	Assisi (1)
	Assistant (2)
	associated (1)
	Association (12)
	associations (1)
	assume (1)
	assumption (2)
	assumptions (3)
	assure (1)
	asthma (1)
	Astrid (4)
	ate (1)
	Athabaskan (3)
	Athabaskans (1)
	Athens (1)
	atmosphere (1)
	Atqasuk (2)
	attaching (1)
	attacks (1)
	attempt (1)
	attempts (1)
	attend (1)
	attended (3)
	attention (4)
	attorney (1)
	attributed (1)
	audience (3)
	auntie (2)
	aunties (2)
	aunts (1)
	authentic (1)
	authority (2)
	authorized (2)
	authors (1)
	availability (1)
	available (3)
	average (4)
	avert (1)
	avian (1)
	avoid (2)
	awake (1)
	aware (4)
	awash (1)
	awe (2)
	AWL (1)

	B
	babies (2)
	baby (3)
	bachelor's (1)
	back (41)
	backbone (1)
	background (2)
	backing (1)
	backs (1)
	backyard (1)
	bad (5)
	bag (1)
	balance (3)
	balanced (1)
	Balash (4)
	Baltimore (1)
	Baney (1)
	banks (3)
	banning (1)
	Baptist (1)
	barbless (1)
	barely (1)
	barrel (1)
	barrels (10)
	barren (1)
	bars (2)
	base (1)
	based (5)
	baseline (1)
	basement (1)
	bases (1)
	basically (3)
	basis (2)
	Batagaika (1)
	battles (4)
	Bay (6)
	Beach (1)
	Bear (17)
	bears (25)
	Beaufort (5)
	beautiful (15)
	beauty (6)
	Beaver (2)
	befriended (1)
	began (3)
	beginning (1)
	Begins, (3)
	behalf (21)
	behavioral (1)
	beings (2)
	belief (5)
	believe (18)
	believed (2)
	believes (1)
	belittle (1)
	belly (1)
	belong (5)
	belonging (1)
	belongs (2)
	beloved (2)
	Beltway (1)
	beneath (1)
	beneficial (1)
	benefit (6)
	benefited (1)
	benefiting (1)
	benefits (11)
	Bernadette (15)
	berries (1)
	beseech (1)
	best (14)
	BETHEL (2)
	Bethesda (1)
	Betsy (3)
	better (9)
	betterment (1)
	betting (1)
	beyond (3)
	bias (2)
	biased (1)
	Bible (3)
	bid (3)
	bids (1)
	big (6)
	biggest (3)
	biggie (1)
	bill (15)
	billion (12)
	Billions (4)
	biodiversity (2)
	biological (1)
	Birch (4)
	bird (6)
	birds (21)
	birdwatchers (2)
	birdwatching (1)
	birth (4)
	birthing (8)
	birthplace (5)
	bishops (1)
	bit (10)
	bits (1)
	bittern (1)
	black (6)
	blast (1)
	blend (1)
	bless (2)
	blessed (1)
	BLM (30)
	BLM's (6)
	blow (1)
	blowing (2)
	blown (1)
	board (6)
	boating (2)
	boats (1)
	bodies (2)
	body (1)
	bond (1)
	books (2)
	boombush (1)
	booming (1)
	boots (1)
	border (2)
	born (8)
	Borough (2)
	bother (1)
	bottom (1)
	bought (2)
	bound (1)
	boundaries (2)
	bounty (1)
	bow (2)
	box (1)
	boy (2)
	BP (4)
	Bradley (2)
	brave (2)
	bravery (1)
	Break (4)
	breaking (1)
	breaks (1)
	breathe (1)
	breed (2)
	breeding (4)
	bribery (1)
	bridge (2)
	brief (3)
	Bright (3)
	bring (15)
	bringing (1)
	brings (1)
	broader (3)
	Brooks (4)
	brother (4)
	brothers (3)
	brought (15)
	brown (3)
	budget (1)
	buffalo (1)
	build (3)
	building (2)
	bullied (1)
	bully (1)
	bumper (2)
	bunch (1)
	buns (1)
	BUREAU (15)
	bureau's (1)
	burgers (1)
	burial (1)
	buried (1)
	burn (1)
	burning (9)
	business (4)
	buying (1)
	Buzby (3)

	C
	cabin (1)
	calculations (1)
	California (1)
	call (9)
	called (17)
	calling (4)
	calve (1)
	calves (2)
	calving (9)
	camp (7)
	campaign (5)
	camping (4)
	camps (1)
	campuses (1)
	Canada (10)
	Canada's (1)
	Canadian (1)
	cancers (1)
	Canning (3)
	canoe (1)
	Canyon (1)
	capabilities (1)
	capability (3)
	capacity (2)
	capital (1)
	captain (1)
	captured (3)
	carbon (3)
	Cardinal (1)
	care (20)
	carefree (2)
	careful (2)
	carefully (4)
	carelessly (2)
	caribou (140)
	caribous (1)
	caribou's (1)
	caricature (1)
	Carolina (1)
	carries (1)
	carry (4)
	cars (3)
	Case (3)
	cases (1)
	cash (1)
	Cashmere (1)
	catastrophe (1)
	catastrophic (3)
	catch (1)
	category (1)
	Caucus (3)
	caught (2)
	cause (3)
	caused (2)
	causes (1)
	causing (9)
	caution (1)
	CD5 (1)
	ceased (1)
	celebrated (1)
	Celsius (1)
	Center (2)
	centered (1)
	Central (7)
	centuries (3)
	century (10)
	CEO (1)
	certain (6)
	certainly (3)
	cetera (2)
	CETG (3)
	CFACT (4)
	Chad (6)
	challenge (2)
	challenges (3)
	challenging (1)
	Chamberlain (1)
	chance (3)
	change (41)
	changed (5)
	changes (4)
	changing (2)
	channel (1)
	Chaplain (2)
	characterization (1)
	characterize (1)
	charged (1)
	Charlene (7)
	Charles (1)
	Charlie (4)
	chart (1)
	charter (1)
	chased (1)
	cheap (1)
	check (1)
	checking (1)
	cheering (37)
	cheese (2)
	chef's (1)
	Chen (3)
	Chief (18)
	chiefs (9)
	child (1)
	childbirth (1)
	childhood (1)
	children (27)
	children's (1)
	China (1)
	cho (6)
	choice (1)
	choose (4)
	choppers (2)
	Christian (1)
	Christianity (1)
	Christianity's (1)
	Christians (2)
	chronology (1)
	Chuck (5)
	Chugach (1)
	Chukchi (1)
	Church (15)
	churches (2)
	church's (1)
	Circle (1)
	circumpolar (1)
	circumvent (1)
	cities (2)
	citizen (5)
	citizens (2)
	City (8)
	claim (1)
	Claims (1)
	clarification (1)
	Clarksburg (1)
	classic (2)
	clean (12)
	cleanup (2)
	clear (8)
	clearly (5)
	Climate (51)
	clinics (1)
	clock (1)
	close (9)
	closely (3)
	Closer (3)
	closest (2)
	Club (14)
	Club's (2)
	Coal (2)
	Coast (8)
	COASTAL (99)
	coercion (1)
	coexist (1)
	coexisted (2)
	cold (1)
	coldest (1)
	collaboration (4)
	collapsing (1)
	colleague (4)
	colleagues (4)
	collected (1)
	college (1)
	collegiate (1)
	colonial (1)
	colonialism (1)
	color (3)
	Colville (4)
	combating (1)
	combustion (2)
	come (51)
	comes (7)
	coming (12)
	commanded (1)
	commandment (2)
	commence (1)
	commend (2)
	comment (12)
	commented (1)
	Comments (21)
	commercial (1)
	commissioned (1)
	commitment (4)
	committed (3)
	Committee (6)
	committing (1)
	common (5)
	commonly (3)
	commons (4)
	communal (1)
	communications (1)
	communities (37)
	community (27)
	companies (10)
	Company (8)
	compare (1)
	compared (2)
	compel (1)
	compete (1)
	competitive (1)
	competitors (1)
	complain (1)
	completely (7)
	completing (1)
	completion (1)
	complex (2)
	compliance (1)
	complicated (1)
	comply (1)
	component (1)
	components (1)
	compounded (1)
	comprehensive (3)
	comprehensively (1)
	comprised (1)
	compromise (1)
	compromised (1)
	computers (2)
	concedes (1)
	concept (2)
	concern (2)
	concerned (7)
	concerning (1)
	concerns (7)
	conclude (2)
	concluding (1)
	conclusion (3)
	conclusions (2)
	conditions (2)
	condone (1)
	conducted (3)
	conference (1)
	confident (1)
	conflict (1)
	Congress (15)
	congressional (2)
	Congressman (1)
	connect (2)
	connected (3)
	connection (8)
	connections (1)
	Conoco (1)
	ConocoPhillips (1)
	Consent (8)
	consequence (3)
	consequences (7)
	consequently (1)
	Conservation (13)
	conserve (2)
	consider (13)
	consideration (5)
	considered (3)
	considering (1)
	consistent (2)
	consistently (1)
	constituency (2)
	constitution (1)
	constructed (1)
	construction (4)
	Constructive (1)
	consult (3)
	consultation (5)
	consume (2)
	consumed (1)
	consumes (1)
	consumption (1)
	contact (2)
	contain (1)
	contains (1)
	contaminating (1)
	contamination (2)
	contending (1)
	contends (1)
	contention (1)
	context (2)
	Continental (1)
	continents (1)
	contingency (1)
	continue (23)
	Continued (5)
	continues (2)
	continuing (4)
	contractor (1)
	contractors (1)
	contradictory (1)
	contribute (4)
	contributed (2)
	contributing (1)
	contribution (1)
	controversial (1)
	Convention (1)
	conversation (3)
	conversations (1)
	conveyed (2)
	convince (1)
	convinced (1)
	Cook (1)
	Cool (5)
	cooler (1)
	cooperated (1)
	cooperating (2)
	coordinated (1)
	copy (1)
	core (4)
	corners (1)
	cornerstone (1)
	corporate (3)
	Corporation (3)
	corporations (10)
	Corps (1)
	correlating (1)
	correlation (1)
	corrupted (1)
	corruption (1)
	cost (1)
	costs (1)
	Council (10)
	Councils (2)
	count (4)
	counted (1)
	counting (1)
	countless (6)
	countries (1)
	country (35)
	country's (1)
	couple (2)
	courage (1)
	courageous (1)
	course (6)
	court (4)
	cousin (3)
	covered (2)
	covering (1)
	cow (1)
	crater (2)
	crawls (1)
	crazy (1)
	create (5)
	created (4)
	creates (1)
	Creation (10)
	Creator (2)
	creature (1)
	creatures (5)
	Creek (4)
	crest (1)
	crews (1)
	crime (2)
	crisis (6)
	critical (6)
	cross (2)
	Crow (1)
	crowd (1)
	crown (2)
	crude (2)
	crunched (1)
	cub (3)
	cubic (1)
	cubs (3)
	cultural (7)
	culturally (2)
	culture (20)
	cultures (4)
	Cumulative (2)
	curb (1)
	current (6)
	currently (2)
	curriculum (1)
	curtailing (1)
	customs (2)
	cut (2)
	cuts (1)
	cutting (2)
	cutting-edge (1)

	D
	D.C (12)
	D2 (1)
	dad (4)
	daily (2)
	Dakota (1)
	damage (10)
	damaged (3)
	damages (1)
	Dan (3)
	dance (2)
	danced (1)
	dances (1)
	danger (1)
	dangerous (4)
	dangers (1)
	Danny (1)
	Dan's (1)
	data (7)
	database (1)
	date (5)
	dating (1)
	daughter (4)
	daughters (2)
	Dawson (1)
	day (14)
	days (12)
	dead (3)
	deadline (1)
	deadlines (1)
	deal (1)
	dealing (1)
	dealt (1)
	dear (3)
	death (1)
	debate (5)
	debris (1)
	decade (2)
	decades (15)
	decaying (1)
	December (1)
	decide (1)
	decided (6)
	decimated (2)
	decision (12)
	decision-making (2)
	decisions (7)
	deck (1)
	Declaration (1)
	declarations (1)
	declared (1)
	decline (2)
	decreasing (1)
	dedicate (1)
	dedication (1)
	deep (3)
	deepest (3)
	deeply (2)
	Deepwater (2)
	defend (4)
	Defenders (11)
	defending (2)
	defensive (1)
	defer (1)
	defers (1)
	deficiencies (1)
	deficit (1)
	defies (1)
	defiled (1)
	defined (1)
	definitely (1)
	definition (1)
	deforestation (1)
	degradation (1)
	degree (3)
	degrees (3)
	DEIS (5)
	Delach (3)
	delay (1)
	delegation (1)
	deliver (1)
	delivered (2)
	delta (2)
	demand (4)
	Demientieff (8)
	democracy (4)
	Democrat (2)
	democratic (1)
	demographic (1)
	demonstrable (1)
	demonstrate (4)
	demonstrated (1)
	demonstrates (1)
	Dempster (1)
	den (1)
	denning (4)
	dens (2)
	deny (1)
	denying (2)
	DEPARTMENT (13)
	Department's (1)
	depend (10)
	depended (2)
	dependence (2)
	dependent (2)
	depends (4)
	deposit (1)
	depth (1)
	depths (1)
	deregulation (2)
	describe (1)
	described (1)
	desecrate (1)
	desecration (1)
	desert (1)
	deserve (2)
	designate (1)
	designated (3)
	designations (1)
	Desiree (3)
	desolated (1)
	desperate (1)
	Despite (1)
	destroy (6)
	destroyed (2)
	destroying (7)
	destruction (9)
	destructive (1)
	detail (2)
	detailed (6)
	detailing (1)
	Determan (4)
	determination (1)
	determined (1)
	deterrent (1)
	devaluing (1)
	devastated (1)
	devastates (1)
	devastating (4)
	devastation (2)
	develop (5)
	developed (11)
	developing (1)
	development (94)
	developments (3)
	devote (1)
	devoted (2)
	diabetes (1)
	die (1)
	died (2)
	diet (3)
	diets (1)
	differ (1)
	difference (1)
	different (15)
	difficult (6)
	difficulties (1)
	difficulty (1)
	dig (1)
	diligence (1)
	dime (1)
	Dingell (1)
	Dingell's (1)
	dinner (1)
	dinosaur-ridden (1)
	dire (1)
	direct (3)
	directed (2)
	direction (2)
	directive (2)
	directly (3)
	Director (16)
	dirty (1)
	disabilities (1)
	disagree (3)
	disagreeable (1)
	disagreement (2)
	disappear (1)
	disaster (3)
	disasters (1)
	disastrous (1)
	disclose (2)
	discounted (1)
	discovered (1)
	discovery (3)
	discussed (1)
	discussing (1)
	discussions (1)
	disease (1)
	diseases (1)
	dismiss (1)
	dismissed (2)
	dispersant (1)
	displayed (1)
	dispossessed (1)
	disregards (1)
	disrupt (1)
	disrupted (1)
	disrupting (1)
	disruptions (1)
	distances (1)
	distant (2)
	distinct (1)
	District (2)
	districts (1)
	disturb (1)
	disturbance (3)
	diverse (3)
	diversified (1)
	diversity (2)
	divide (2)
	divide-and-conquer (1)
	Dividend (1)
	dividing (1)
	doctrine (1)
	document (5)
	documentaries (2)
	documentation (1)
	documents (1)
	dog (1)
	dogs (4)
	doing (21)
	dollar (1)
	dollars (5)
	dominant (1)
	Don (1)
	Donetta (4)
	do-over (1)
	double-hull (1)
	doula (1)
	downplays (1)
	Doyon (1)
	dozens (1)
	Dr (9)
	Draft (23)
	dramatically (2)
	drawing (1)
	drawn (1)
	dream (2)
	drew (1)
	drill (21)
	drilled (4)
	drilling (88)
	drills (2)
	drink (1)
	drive (2)
	driven (1)
	driving (1)
	drop (1)
	drop-dead (1)
	drove (1)
	drug (1)
	dry (1)
	ducks (2)
	due (6)
	Dulles (1)
	dunes (1)
	dunlins (1)
	duration (2)
	Dwight (1)
	dying (1)

	E
	eagle (3)
	earlier (3)
	early (4)
	earned (1)
	earnest (1)
	Earth (14)
	earthquakes (1)
	East (2)
	easy (1)
	eat (4)
	eaten (1)
	eater (1)
	echo (1)
	ecological (5)
	ecology (2)
	economic (23)
	Economically (1)
	economics (1)
	Economist (2)
	economy (10)
	ecosystem (5)
	ecosystems (8)
	Eden (1)
	educate (3)
	education (3)
	educational (1)
	effect (1)
	effective (2)
	effects (3)
	efficiently (1)
	effort (4)
	efforts (5)
	EIA (3)
	eiders (1)
	EIS (49)
	Eisenhower (1)
	EISs (1)
	either (4)
	elder (9)
	elderly (2)
	elders (23)
	elected (5)
	Electric (1)
	electrical (1)
	elevate (1)
	eloquent (1)
	eloquently (2)
	else's (1)
	embarrassing (2)
	Emergencies (2)
	emergency (2)
	emissions (3)
	emotion (1)
	emotional (1)
	emotionally (1)
	employees (1)
	EMPSi (2)
	enable (1)
	encompass (1)
	encountered (1)
	encourage (6)
	endangered (2)
	ended (2)
	ends (1)
	energies (1)
	Energy (42)
	enforcement (2)
	engaged (1)
	engine (3)
	Engineer (3)
	engineering (1)
	engines (1)
	English (1)
	engrained (1)
	enhancing (1)
	enjoy (3)
	enlisting (1)
	enormous (1)
	enrollment (1)
	enslaved (2)
	ensure (3)
	ensures (1)
	entire (16)
	entirely (1)
	entitled (2)
	entity (1)
	entrenched (1)
	entrepreneurship (1)
	environment (23)
	ENVIRONMENTAL (49)
	environmentalist (1)
	environmentally (3)
	environments (1)
	envy (2)
	Epic (1)
	Epic-Animals.com (1)
	epicenter (1)
	Episcopal (10)
	Episcopalian (1)
	E-Planning (1)
	equal (3)
	equality (1)
	Equally (1)
	equals (1)
	equipment (6)
	equivalent (1)
	era (1)
	erosion (2)
	error (1)
	errors (1)
	E-S (1)
	ESA (1)
	escape (1)
	Especially (6)
	essential (3)
	establish (2)
	established (6)
	establishing (1)
	esteemed (1)
	estimated (1)
	estimates (1)
	et (2)
	ethics (1)
	Europe (1)
	evaluate (4)
	evaluating (1)
	evaluation (1)
	evangelical (3)
	evening (9)
	eventual (2)
	eventually (6)
	Everglades (1)
	everybody (14)
	everyone's (1)
	everything, (1)
	evidence (1)
	evident (1)
	evinces (1)
	evolve (2)
	evolved (1)
	exacerbate (1)
	exactly (6)
	example (9)
	examples (2)
	exceptional (1)
	excited (1)
	excluded (2)
	excluding (1)
	exclusively (1)
	Excuse (5)
	Executive (5)
	exempt (3)
	exemptions (1)
	exercise (1)
	exercising (1)
	exhausted (1)
	exhibit (2)
	exist (8)
	existed (2)
	existence (3)
	existing (2)
	expand (3)
	expanded (2)
	expanding (1)
	expect (2)
	expected (3)
	expects (1)
	expediency (1)
	expenditures (1)
	expense (2)
	expensive (1)
	experience (14)
	experienced (2)
	experiences (1)
	experiencing (3)
	expertise (1)
	experts (1)
	expired (2)
	explain (1)
	explained (3)
	explode (1)
	exploitation (2)
	exploiters (1)
	exploiting (1)
	exploration (12)
	explore (2)
	exploring (1)
	exporter (1)
	exposed (1)
	exposes (1)
	exposing (1)
	express (7)
	expressed (1)
	expression (1)
	extend (1)
	extended-reach (2)
	extends (1)
	extensive (3)
	externalities (1)
	extinction (3)
	extracted (3)
	extracting (1)
	extraction (6)
	extractive (4)
	extraordinary (4)
	extreme (1)
	extremely (2)
	Exxon (2)
	eyes (3)

	F
	face (7)
	faced (3)
	facilitate (1)
	facilities (7)
	facing (5)
	fact (13)
	factor (4)
	factors (3)
	facts (2)
	fades (1)
	Fahrenheit (2)
	fail (4)
	failed (1)
	failing (2)
	fails (1)
	fair (5)
	Fairbanks (7)
	Fairfax (1)
	fairly (2)
	faith (5)
	faithful (1)
	falcon (3)
	fall (8)
	falling (5)
	falls (1)
	false (2)
	falsehood (1)
	families (4)
	family (23)
	family's (1)
	famous (1)
	fantastic (1)
	far (9)
	farm (1)
	farther (3)
	fast (3)
	faster (6)
	fastest (1)
	fatally (2)
	father (10)
	father's (4)
	favor (1)
	favorite (2)
	fear (1)
	feasibility (1)
	feasted (1)
	features (1)
	February (1)
	fed (1)
	Federal (15)
	feed (5)
	feel (18)
	feeling (3)
	feels (3)
	Feerick (5)
	feet (2)
	felt (3)
	female (4)
	fever (2)
	Field (2)
	fields (4)
	fifth (2)
	fight (20)
	fighting (7)
	fill (1)
	final (4)
	finally (8)
	financial (1)
	find (8)
	finding (3)
	fingers (3)
	finished (2)
	fiords (1)
	firmly (3)
	firms (1)
	first (41)
	firsthand (5)
	Fish (21)
	Fisher (4)
	fishing (6)
	fit (3)
	five (8)
	Flash (1)
	flawed (3)
	flew (1)
	flights (2)
	floated (1)
	flood (1)
	Florida (3)
	flourished (1)
	flow (2)
	flowery (1)
	flows (2)
	fly (3)
	fly-fish (1)
	fly-fishing (1)
	flying (1)
	focus (4)
	focused (2)
	folk (3)
	folks (9)
	follow (4)
	followed (1)
	following (7)
	food (22)
	foods (3)
	foot (2)
	footprint (7)
	footprints (1)
	footwide (1)
	force (2)
	forced (2)
	forceful (1)
	forces (5)
	forcibly (1)
	forecasts (1)
	foreign (6)
	foreseeable (3)
	forest (1)
	forestry (1)
	forests (1)
	forever (10)
	forget (1)
	forgive (1)
	forgot (2)
	form (1)
	formal (2)
	format (2)
	formats (1)
	formed (3)
	former (2)
	forms (2)
	Fort (9)
	forth (1)
	fortuitously (1)
	fortunate (4)
	forward (11)
	fossil (20)
	found (2)
	founded (1)
	founder (2)
	founders (1)
	four (7)
	fourth (2)
	four-wheelers (1)
	fowl (1)
	fox (5)
	foxes (2)
	FPIC (2)
	fracking (1)
	fraction (2)
	fragile (4)
	fragility (1)
	fragment (1)
	frame (1)
	Francis (1)
	frankly (5)
	free (11)
	Free, (1)
	freedom (4)
	freedoms (2)
	freely (1)
	freezers (1)
	fresh (1)
	freshets (1)
	freshness (1)
	Friday (2)
	friend (3)
	friends (3)
	Fritzson (1)
	front (4)
	frontier (3)
	frontlines (1)
	frustrating (1)
	fuel (5)
	Fueled (1)
	fuels (17)
	fulfilling (2)
	full (7)
	fully (4)
	Fund (2)
	funny (1)
	further (11)
	furthermore (1)
	future (35)
	FWS (1)

	G
	Gabriel (2)
	Gabrielle (4)
	Gabriel's (1)
	Gainesville (1)
	Galen (6)
	gallons (2)
	game (4)
	gamut (1)
	Garden (1)
	gardens (1)
	Garnett (3)
	GAS (97)
	gastric (1)
	gather (4)
	gathered (2)
	gatherer (1)
	gathering (4)
	gay (1)
	GE (1)
	geese (1)
	Gemmill (5)
	general (3)
	generate (3)
	generation (4)
	generations (20)
	generation's (1)
	generosity (1)
	Genesis (1)
	gentlemen (3)
	gents (1)
	genuinely (1)
	Geoffrey (3)
	geographic (1)
	geographical (1)
	geography (1)
	Geological (1)
	geology (1)
	geophysical (1)
	George (2)
	getting (12)
	ghost (1)
	giant (1)
	gift (4)
	Gilbert (7)
	gimmick (1)
	girl (1)
	girls (3)
	give (13)
	Given (6)
	gives (2)
	giving (6)
	glad (1)
	Glen (5)
	Glenn (3)
	glimpse (1)
	global (7)
	globe (4)
	globe's (1)
	go (57)
	goal (4)
	God (10)
	God's (4)
	Godspeed (1)
	goes (7)
	going (82)
	gold (1)
	Good (38)
	Goodlit (3)
	Goodlit, (3)
	goodwill (1)
	Gordon (1)
	Gosche (3)
	gotten (1)
	govern (2)
	Government (36)
	governments (1)
	Government's (1)
	grab (1)
	grabbing (1)
	Grace (4)
	graders (3)
	Grand (1)
	grandchildren (4)
	granddaughter (2)
	grandfather (2)
	grandkids (1)
	grandma (4)
	grandmother (2)
	grandpa (2)
	grandparents (2)
	grants (1)
	grateful (1)
	gratitude (1)
	grave (2)
	gravel (6)
	gravely (1)
	gravitates (1)
	gray (3)
	grayling (2)
	grazing (1)
	great (16)
	greater (2)
	greatest (8)
	great-great-grandchild (2)
	greatly (3)
	greed (7)
	greedy (3)
	green (1)
	greenhouse (1)
	greenie (1)
	Greenland (2)
	Greg (6)
	grew (11)
	grizzly (3)
	ground (14)
	grounds (18)
	group (4)
	groups (6)
	grow (2)
	growing (5)
	grown (1)
	growth (2)
	guarantee (3)
	guardians (1)
	guess (5)
	guessing (1)
	guests (1)
	guidance (1)
	guided (1)
	Guiding (6)
	Gulf (8)
	guys (29)
	Gwandaii (6)
	Gwats'an (6)
	Gwich'in (118)
	Gwich'ins (1)
	Gwich'in's (3)
	gym (1)
	gyrfalcon (1)

	H
	ha (3)
	habitat (12)
	habitats (1)
	hair (2)
	half (5)
	half's (1)
	Hall (9)
	hand (3)
	Handbook (1)
	handle (2)
	hands (1)
	hangs (1)
	happen (8)
	happened (3)
	happening (3)
	happens (9)
	happy (2)
	harassment (1)
	harbors (1)
	hard (14)
	harder (1)
	hardest (1)
	harm (10)
	harmed (1)
	harmful (2)
	harming (1)
	Harmon (2)
	harsh (1)
	harshest (1)
	harshly (1)
	harvest (5)
	harvested (4)
	Harvesting (4)
	Haskett (3)
	hat (5)
	hatchlings (1)
	hats (1)
	haven (2)
	Hawaii (1)
	Hayes (2)
	headed (1)
	heading (1)
	headquarters (1)
	health (14)
	healthy (11)
	hear (13)
	heard (22)
	hearing (16)
	hearings (10)
	heart (13)
	heartbreak (1)
	heartened (1)
	heartfelt (1)
	hearts (1)
	heavily (1)
	heinous (1)
	He'll (1)
	Hello (8)
	help (14)
	helping (3)
	helps (4)
	herd (34)
	herds (2)
	herd's (2)
	heritage (1)
	Herman (1)
	Herndon (1)
	hero (1)
	heroes (2)
	Hey (8)
	Hi (15)
	High (2)
	higher (3)
	highest (2)
	highlighting (2)
	highlights (1)
	Highway (2)
	hiked (1)
	hiking (1)
	Hilcorp's (1)
	Hill (2)
	Hip (3)
	historic (1)
	historical (3)
	historically (1)
	history (17)
	hit (6)
	Hitt (4)
	hitting (1)
	hoax (1)
	hold (5)
	holders (2)
	holding (3)
	hole (1)
	Holland (2)
	home (21)
	Home, (2)
	homeland (2)
	homelands (1)
	homeplace (1)
	honestly (5)
	honor (6)
	honored (10)
	honoring (1)
	hooks (1)
	Hop (3)
	hope (17)
	hopefully (2)
	Horizon (2)
	horizontal (2)
	horrible (1)
	horrors (1)
	hospitable (1)
	host (5)
	hot (3)
	hours (1)
	House (3)
	Houser (3)
	Housing (1)
	Houston (1)
	How's (1)
	hug (2)
	huge (8)
	hugely (1)
	huh (1)
	Hula (6)
	human (29)
	human-bear (1)
	humanity (1)
	human-polar (1)
	humans (3)
	humble (1)
	humbled (2)
	humbling (1)
	hundred (1)
	hundreds (4)
	hunt (9)
	hunter (6)
	hunters (5)
	hunting (11)
	hunts (1)
	hurricane (4)
	hurried (1)
	hurt (3)
	hurting (1)
	hurts (1)
	husband (6)
	hydrology (2)
	hypocrisy (1)

	I
	Icarus (1)
	ice (20)
	iconic (5)
	idea (5)
	ideas (1)
	identified (2)
	identity (2)
	idling (1)
	IES (1)
	ignorance (1)
	ignored (1)
	ignores (1)
	ignoring (5)
	Iizhik (6)
	image (1)
	imagine (6)
	immediately (2)
	immemorial (5)
	immense (2)
	immigrants (1)
	immoral (1)
	IMPACT (45)
	impacted (2)
	impacting (3)
	impacts (35)
	impair (1)
	imperiled (3)
	implement (1)
	implementation (1)
	implied (1)
	implying (1)
	importance (4)
	important (35)
	importantly (3)
	imported (1)
	imports (2)
	imposed (1)
	imposition (1)
	impossible (1)
	improve (2)
	Improvement (1)
	improvements (1)
	improving (1)
	inadequacies (3)
	inadequate (4)
	inadequately (1)
	inaudible (43)
	include (6)
	included (4)
	includes (6)
	including (15)
	incompetent (1)
	incomplete (1)
	incorporated (1)
	incorporating (1)
	increase (7)
	increased (4)
	increasing (3)
	increasingly (2)
	incredible (6)
	incumbent (1)
	in-depth (2)
	India (1)
	indicator (3)
	indigenous (41)
	individual (7)
	individuals (2)
	industrial (3)
	industrially (1)
	industries (3)
	industry (25)
	industry's (3)
	inevitable (1)
	inexhaustible (1)
	inexplicable (1)
	infantryman (1)
	infectious (1)
	infinitely (2)
	inflation (2)
	inflict (1)
	Information (6)
	Informed (7)
	infrastructure (6)
	inhabitants (2)
	inhabited (1)
	inherit (1)
	initiates (1)
	initiatives (1)
	injuring (1)
	injustices (1)
	inland (3)
	Inlet (1)
	innovate (1)
	innovation (1)
	Innovations (1)
	innovative (1)
	in-person (1)
	input (2)
	inquires (1)
	insect (1)
	insecurity (1)
	inspired (1)
	installation (1)
	instance (2)
	Institute (1)
	institutional (1)
	insufficient (1)
	insult (1)
	intact (4)
	integrally (1)
	integrated (1)
	integrity (4)
	intending (1)
	interactions (4)
	interconnected (2)
	interconnectedness (1)
	Interest (9)
	interested (6)
	interesting (1)
	interests (7)
	Intergovernmental (1)
	INTERIOR (12)
	Interior's (2)
	internal (3)
	International (9)
	interpreter (3)
	interventions (1)
	interviewed (1)
	introduce (2)
	introduced (3)
	Inupiaq (2)
	Iñupiat (12)
	Inuvik (1)
	inventor (1)
	investment (1)
	invisible (3)
	invite (1)
	invited (1)
	involved (1)
	involvement (2)
	Iowa (1)
	IPCC (3)
	ironic (1)
	irony (2)
	irreparable (4)
	irreparably (2)
	irresponsible (4)
	irreversible (1)
	Isias (1)
	Island (1)
	isolated (1)
	issue (16)
	issued (1)
	issues (11)
	Italian (1)
	its (25)

	J
	James (10)
	jammed (3)
	Jane (4)
	January (2)
	Jazzelin (1)
	Jean (3)
	Jeff (3)
	Jeffrey (3)
	Jennie (3)
	jeopardizing (1)
	Jerrald (4)
	Jersey (1)
	jewel (2)
	Jewish (1)
	Jill (3)
	job (4)
	jobs (8)
	Joe (5)
	John (8)
	Johnson (1)
	join (2)
	joining (2)
	jointly (2)
	joke (1)
	Josh (2)
	journalist (2)
	journey (2)
	Joyner (4)
	Jr (6)
	judged (1)
	judgment (1)
	jumping (1)
	June (1)
	Justice (4)
	justification (1)
	juvenile (1)

	K
	Kaktovik (26)
	Kaktovikmiut (2)
	Kaktovikmuits (1)
	Kaleak (1)
	Kansas (1)
	Kara (3)
	Karla (3)
	KATIE (2)
	Katrina (2)
	keep (17)
	keeps (1)
	Kennedy (2)
	Kensington (1)
	Kentucky (1)
	key (2)
	kid (1)
	kids (4)
	kill (1)
	killed (1)
	killing (1)
	kind (19)
	Kindred (2)
	kinds (3)
	knees (1)
	knew (4)
	know (129)
	knowledge (6)
	known (4)
	knows (1)
	Kohm (3)
	Kolton (7)
	Koyukon (1)
	Kristen (3)
	Kuparuk (1)

	L
	labor (1)
	Labradors (1)
	lack (4)
	lagoons (1)
	laid (1)
	Lake (3)
	LAND (108)
	land-based (1)
	landed (1)
	landmark (1)
	land-owning (1)
	lands (23)
	landscape (8)
	landscapes (3)
	language (19)
	languages (1)
	lap (1)
	large (7)
	largely (1)
	larger (4)
	largest (5)
	LaRue (2)
	lastly (2)
	lasts (2)
	late (5)
	lately (1)
	lateral (2)
	latest (1)
	Laudato (1)
	Laughs (1)
	Laughter (1)
	law (12)
	lawmakers (1)
	laws (4)
	lawyer (2)
	layered (1)
	layers (1)
	lead (6)
	leader (9)
	leaders (5)
	leading (2)
	leads (1)
	League (9)
	leaking (1)
	learn (4)
	learned (9)
	learning (1)
	learns (2)
	lease (11)
	leased (1)
	leases (3)
	LEASING (26)
	leave (12)
	leaving (3)
	led (5)
	left (12)
	legal (3)
	legally (1)
	legend (1)
	legislation (1)
	legislative (1)
	legitimate (3)
	Lena (7)
	Lennox (6)
	Lenny (5)
	Lenny's (1)
	Leo (3)
	lessen (1)
	letting (1)
	level (6)
	levied (1)
	Lewis (3)
	Lexine (1)
	liaison (1)
	liberal (1)
	Libertarian (2)
	Libertarians (2)
	liberty (1)
	lie (1)
	lies (3)
	life (65)
	lifeline (1)
	lifelong (1)
	lifestyle (6)
	lifestyles (2)
	lifetime (1)
	lift (1)
	light (2)
	lighting (1)
	likes (1)
	limit (2)
	limitation (1)
	limited (8)
	limits (5)
	Linda (3)
	line (2)
	lines (1)
	linked (1)
	links (1)
	liquids (1)
	listen (11)
	listening (12)
	litany (1)
	literally (12)
	litigious (1)
	little (22)
	live (39)
	lived (15)
	livelihood (4)
	livelihoods (2)
	lively (1)
	lives (12)
	living (8)
	lobbied (1)
	lobby (1)
	lobbying (1)
	local (11)
	locate (1)
	located (3)
	locations (2)
	locked (1)
	logger (1)
	logistics (1)
	logo (4)
	long (12)
	longer (8)
	longest (2)
	long-term (6)
	look (27)
	looked (1)
	looking (7)
	looks (2)
	looming (1)
	loons (1)
	loopholes (1)
	Lord (3)
	lose (7)
	loses (1)
	loss (4)
	lost (8)
	lot (23)
	lots (2)
	loud (2)
	Louisiana (4)
	love (16)
	loved (2)
	lovely (1)
	loves (1)
	lovingly (1)
	lower (3)
	Loyless (3)
	Lu (3)
	lucky (3)
	lurk (1)

	M
	mac (1)
	macaroni (1)
	machinery (1)
	machines (1)
	mad (1)
	Madisonian (1)
	madman (1)
	Magaziner (2)
	magnificent (3)
	magnitudes (1)
	Màhsi (6)
	Màhsi' (2)
	main (2)
	Maine (1)
	mainline (1)
	mainstream (1)
	maintain (1)
	maintained (1)
	maintaining (1)
	majesty (1)
	major (5)
	majority (9)
	makers (1)
	making (13)
	MALE (2)
	male-dominated (1)
	Mall (1)
	malnutrition (1)
	Malvern (1)
	mammal (3)
	mammalian (1)
	mammals (4)
	man (9)
	manage (7)
	managed (3)
	MANAGEMENT (19)
	Manager (3)
	managing (3)
	Manassas (1)
	mandate (2)
	mandated (1)
	mandates (1)
	mandating (1)
	mandatory (1)
	mange (2)
	mangy (1)
	Manhattan (1)
	manipulation (1)
	Manmade (1)
	man-made (2)
	manner (1)
	mantra (1)
	Manual (1)
	map (2)
	March (1)
	marginalizing (1)
	marine (7)
	Marjorie (5)
	Mark (3)
	market (1)
	Marleanna (4)
	married (1)
	marshes (1)
	Martha (3)
	Mary (4)
	Maryland (3)
	Mason (2)
	mass (2)
	Massachusetts (2)
	masterpiece (2)
	material (1)
	maternity (1)
	mathematics (1)
	mating (1)
	matter (12)
	matters (12)
	maximum (1)
	McCain (1)
	meadow-hen (1)
	mean (31)
	meaning (2)
	meaningful (1)
	meaningless (2)
	means (9)
	meant (1)
	measure (1)
	measures (2)
	meat (5)
	media (3)
	medicines (2)
	meds (1)
	meet (9)
	MEETING (15)
	meetings (3)
	melt (4)
	melted (1)
	melting (4)
	melts (1)
	member (10)
	members (10)
	membership (3)
	memberships (1)
	memories (1)
	men (5)
	Mennonite (1)
	mental (1)
	mention (7)
	mentioned (4)
	mentor (1)
	merely (1)
	mess (3)
	message (2)
	messing (1)
	met (6)
	method (1)
	Methodist (1)
	methodology (1)
	methods (1)
	Mexico (5)
	Michael (3)
	Michelle (2)
	microbes (1)
	microphone (3)
	mid-20th (1)
	mid-April (1)
	middle (2)
	mid-term (1)
	migrate (5)
	migrates (1)
	migrating (2)
	migration (4)
	migratory (8)
	mile (2)
	miles (16)
	Military (5)
	milk (2)
	millennia (1)
	Miller (3)
	million (19)
	millions (10)
	Milne (1)
	mind (5)
	miner (1)
	Minerals (2)
	mines (1)
	minimal (2)
	minimize (5)
	minimum (4)
	mining (2)
	ministers (1)
	Ministries (3)
	mink (1)
	minority (1)
	minute (1)
	miraculous (1)
	miserably (4)
	misrepresent (1)
	missed (2)
	misses (1)
	missing (1)
	mission (2)
	missionaries (1)
	mitigate (2)
	mitigation (3)
	model (1)
	Moderator (1)
	modern (3)
	modified (3)
	module (1)
	Moffitt (6)
	mom (3)
	moment (12)
	mom's (1)
	Monday (1)
	Monday's (1)
	money (10)
	monitoring (2)
	monster (1)
	month (2)
	months (7)
	moose (1)
	Mooses (2)
	moral (2)
	morals (1)
	Moriarty (3)
	Mother (5)
	mother-in-law (1)
	mothers (1)
	mother's (1)
	mountain (6)
	Mountains (6)
	move (9)
	moved (4)
	movement (3)
	moving (3)
	Muir (1)
	muktuk (1)
	Multilateral (1)
	municipalities (2)
	Murphy (2)
	museum (2)
	music (1)
	muskoxen (4)
	myopic (1)
	Myra (3)
	mysterious (1)

	N
	name (64)
	named (3)
	nameless (1)
	names (4)
	napped (1)
	narrow (1)
	NASA (1)
	Natalie (1)
	Nation (22)
	National (85)
	Nations (6)
	nation's (4)
	nationwide (1)
	Native (41)
	native-owned (1)
	Natives (7)
	natural (15)
	naturalists (1)
	naturally (1)
	nature (6)
	navigated (1)
	near (6)
	nearby (1)
	nearly (6)
	nearshore (1)
	near-surface (1)
	Nebraska (1)
	necessarily (1)
	necessary (5)
	necessity (1)
	need (43)
	needed (4)
	needing (1)
	needlessly (1)
	needs (11)
	Neetsaii (4)
	negative (6)
	negatively (1)
	neglected (1)
	negotiations (1)
	neighbor (1)
	neighbors (3)
	neo-shamanism (1)
	NEPA (3)
	nerve-racking (1)
	nervous (2)
	nest (4)
	nesting (3)
	nests (1)
	net (1)
	network (2)
	never (18)
	new (16)
	newer (1)
	news (2)
	nice (2)
	Nicole (4)
	Nicole's (1)
	night (2)
	nightmare (1)
	nikipiak (3)
	Nikoshtank (1)
	Nile (1)
	NOAA (1)
	Noah (3)
	noises (2)
	Nome (2)
	non (1)
	non-corporate (1)
	non-indigenous (2)
	non-lawyer (1)
	nonprofit (6)
	non-wilderness (5)
	norm (1)
	North (41)
	northeast (1)
	northern (2)
	northwest (1)
	Norway (1)
	note (3)
	notebook (1)
	notes (1)
	notice (1)
	nourishes (1)
	November (2)
	no-win (1)
	NPRA (3)
	NRDC (1)
	NSB, (1)
	Nuiqsut (1)
	null (1)
	number (20)
	numbers (4)
	numerous (3)
	nursery (1)
	nutrition (1)
	NVTG (2)
	NW (1)

	O
	Obama (2)
	Objective (1)
	objectively (2)
	obligations (3)
	obligatory (1)
	observed (2)
	obstacles (1)
	obvious (1)
	obviously (4)
	occupied (1)
	occupy (1)
	occur (6)
	occurred (1)
	occurring (2)
	occurs (1)
	Ocean (4)
	offer (1)
	offered (3)
	offering (2)
	offers (1)
	office (2)
	officer (2)
	official (2)
	officials (1)
	offset (2)
	offshore (2)
	oftentimes (1)
	oh (6)
	Ohio (1)
	OIL (196)
	oilfield (5)
	oilfields (2)
	Okay (10)
	old (17)
	older (1)
	oldest (2)
	Olive (1)
	omits (1)
	Once (16)
	one-off (1)
	one-on-one (1)
	one-quarter (1)
	ones (4)
	one-third (3)
	online (1)
	onshore (2)
	on-the-ground (1)
	opa (1)
	open (13)
	Opening (5)
	opens (1)
	operates (1)
	operating (2)
	operation (1)
	operations (8)
	operators (1)
	opinion (1)
	opportunities (5)
	opportunity (30)
	oppose (10)
	opposed (7)
	opposing (1)
	opposite (2)
	opposition (6)
	optical (1)
	option (2)
	optional (1)
	options (3)
	oral (1)
	Orca (1)
	ordained (1)
	order (4)
	ordinary (1)
	organization (9)
	organizations (2)
	organized (4)
	organizing (1)
	original (2)
	originally (1)
	originated (1)
	orthodox (1)
	ought (2)
	ourself (1)
	outcome (2)
	outcomes (1)
	outdated (2)
	Outdoors (5)
	outlets (1)
	outlined (1)
	outlining (1)
	outrageous (2)
	outside (7)
	overall (2)
	overarching (1)
	overly (1)
	overseas (2)
	oversight (3)
	overwhelmed (1)
	overwhelmingly (1)
	owe (2)
	owl (2)
	owls (1)
	owned (5)
	Owner (3)
	owners (1)

	P
	p.m (4)
	pack (3)
	package (1)
	packs (1)
	pad (4)
	paddled (1)
	PAGE (1)
	paid (2)
	pain (2)
	painful (1)
	paint (1)
	painting (1)
	pals (1)
	Pamunkey (1)
	panel (3)
	paper (1)
	paradise (1)
	paramount (1)
	parents (1)
	Paris (1)
	park (7)
	Parks (1)
	part (26)
	PARTICIPANTS (5)
	participate (5)
	participated (1)
	participation (2)
	particular (2)
	particularly (4)
	parties (1)
	partly (1)
	partner (2)
	partners (2)
	Partnership (2)
	parts (2)
	pass (3)
	passage (2)
	passed (10)
	passing (1)
	passion (3)
	passionately (2)
	paste (1)
	pastor (1)
	pasturing (1)
	patents (1)
	path (2)
	patiently (1)
	patterns (4)
	pay (4)
	paycheck (1)
	payment (1)
	peace (3)
	peaceful (4)
	Peel (2)
	pen (1)
	Peninsula (1)
	Pennsylvania (1)
	people (203)
	peoples (8)
	people's (4)
	percent (18)
	percentage (2)
	Perdido (1)
	peregrine (3)
	perfect (1)
	period (4)
	periods (1)
	permafrost (4)
	Permanent (5)
	permanently (4)
	perpetuation (1)
	person (16)
	personal (7)
	personally (4)
	personnel (1)
	persons (1)
	petition (2)
	petroleum (5)
	ph (16)
	phalaropes (1)
	phases (2)
	Phil (3)
	philosophically (1)
	philosophy (1)
	phone (2)
	photo (1)
	photograph (3)
	Photographer (1)
	photographic (1)
	photographs (1)
	photos (1)
	physical (2)
	physically (1)
	physiology (1)
	pick (1)
	picture (5)
	pictures (5)
	piece (1)
	pieces (1)
	piles (1)
	pioneered (1)
	pioneers (1)
	Pipeline (5)
	pipelines (2)
	Piscataway (2)
	piss (1)
	pissed (1)
	pitted (1)
	place (70)
	placed (1)
	places (17)
	placing (1)
	PLAIN (92)
	Plains (2)
	plan (6)
	plane (1)
	planes (1)
	planet (13)
	planet, (1)
	planet's (1)
	planning (7)
	plans (2)
	plants (4)
	Plateau (1)
	plates (1)
	platform (2)
	platforms (1)
	play (3)
	plays (1)
	plead (1)
	please (13)
	ploy (1)
	plummet (1)
	poaching (1)
	podcast (2)
	point (16)
	Polar (35)
	Pole (2)
	Policy (2)
	political (3)
	politicians (1)
	politics (1)
	poll (4)
	polling (1)
	pollster (1)
	pollute (2)
	pollution (1)
	poor (3)
	Pope (1)
	population (7)
	populations (7)
	population's (1)
	Porcupine (42)
	portfolio (2)
	portion (4)
	posed (2)
	position (2)
	positions (2)
	positive (5)
	possible (6)
	possibly (2)
	Post (1)
	posters (1)
	potential (12)
	potentially (5)
	potentials (1)
	pounds (2)
	poverty (2)
	power (4)
	powerful (4)
	practice (5)
	practices (6)
	practitioners (1)
	pray (2)
	preacher (1)
	precious (5)
	precipitation (1)
	precision (1)
	predator (1)
	predict (1)
	predicts (3)
	pregnant (1)
	preparation (1)
	prepare (3)
	prepared (2)
	preparing (1)
	prerequisite (1)
	presence (2)
	present (4)
	presentation (6)
	presentations (2)
	presented (1)
	presents (1)
	preservation (3)
	preserve (4)
	preserving (1)
	president (10)
	Presidents (1)
	pressure (2)
	pressures (2)
	pretty (8)
	prevent (1)
	Prevention (1)
	previous (1)
	previously (2)
	pride (1)
	priest (2)
	primary (1)
	Prince (1)
	Prior (11)
	priority (1)
	pristine (14)
	private (7)
	privately (1)
	privilege (2)
	privileged (1)
	probability (2)
	probably (8)
	problem (1)
	problems (2)
	procedures (3)
	proceed (2)
	process (43)
	processes (4)
	produce (2)
	produced (8)
	produces (2)
	producing (1)
	product (3)
	production (21)
	products (1)
	professional (1)
	professionals (1)
	proffered (1)
	profit (1)
	profiteers (1)
	profits (1)
	profound (2)
	PROGRAM (19)
	programs (1)
	Progress (1)
	prohibitive (1)
	Project (9)
	projected (1)
	projections (1)
	projects (3)
	promise (3)
	promised (1)
	promises (2)
	promoted (1)
	proper (6)
	properly (4)
	property (4)
	proponents (1)
	proposal (5)
	propose (1)
	proposed (8)
	protect (34)
	protected (10)
	protecting (10)
	protection (11)
	protections (1)
	Protestant (1)
	protesting (1)
	protocol (1)
	proud (7)
	proved (2)
	proven (2)
	provide (17)
	provided (5)
	provider (2)
	provides (8)
	providing (1)
	provision (1)
	proxy (2)
	Prudhoe (6)
	prune (1)
	PUBLIC (54)
	publications (1)
	publicly (1)
	public's (1)
	Puerto (1)
	pull (1)
	pulled (1)
	pulpit (1)
	pump (2)
	punctured (1)
	Purchasing (1)
	purpose (6)
	pursuant (1)
	pursue (3)
	pursuit (2)
	push (2)
	pushed (1)
	put (14)
	putting (1)
	puzzling (1)

	Q
	quality (1)
	quantified (1)
	question (4)
	questions (3)
	quick (2)
	quickly (3)
	quiet (3)
	quietly (1)
	quite (6)
	quote (8)

	R
	race (1)
	radically (1)
	raft (1)
	rafted (1)
	rain (2)
	raise (7)
	raised (7)
	raising (2)
	Rampart (1)
	ran (1)
	ranch (1)
	rancher (1)
	random (1)
	range (10)
	Ranger (5)
	rape (3)
	Rappahannock (1)
	rare (1)
	rate (7)
	rates (3)
	ravaged (1)
	R-A-W-L (1)
	Rawles (3)
	RDC (3)
	RDC's (1)
	reach (2)
	reached (1)
	reaches (1)
	read (10)
	reading (3)
	reads (1)
	reaffirm (1)
	reaffirmed (2)
	real (18)
	realistic (1)
	realities (1)
	reality (2)
	realize (4)
	realized (4)
	really (39)
	reapproved (1)
	reason (13)
	reasonably (2)
	reasons (5)
	rebirth (1)
	received (5)
	receiving (1)
	recognition (1)
	recognize (6)
	recognized (2)
	recognizing (1)
	recommend (1)
	recommendation (1)
	recommendations (2)
	recommended (1)
	reconciliation (1)
	reconsider (2)
	record (15)
	recover (1)
	recoverable (1)
	recovered (1)
	recovering (2)
	recreational (2)
	rectify (1)
	red (1)
	redone (1)
	reduce (7)
	reduced (3)
	reducing (2)
	refer (1)
	references (2)
	referencing (1)
	referred (3)
	referring (1)
	refinement (1)
	refining (1)
	reflect (2)
	reflecting (1)
	reflects (2)
	refrain (1)
	refreshed (1)
	refrigerator (2)
	Refuge (193)
	refugees (1)
	refuges (5)
	refuge's (4)
	refuse (1)
	regarding (1)
	regards (2)
	Region (10)
	Regional (8)
	regions (1)
	register (1)
	regulated (1)
	regulation (1)
	regulations (3)
	rehabilitator (1)
	rehabilitators (2)
	reject (2)
	rejected (1)
	related (1)
	relations (1)
	relationship (4)
	relationships (1)
	relative (1)
	relatives (4)
	release (1)
	released (3)
	relevant (2)
	reliably (1)
	reliance (5)
	relies (1)
	religion (2)
	religions (1)
	religious (6)
	relocated (1)
	relocation (2)
	relocations (1)
	relook (1)
	rely (9)
	relying (1)
	remain (4)
	remaining (1)
	remains (1)
	remarkable (1)
	Remarks (3)
	remediation (1)
	Remember (5)
	remind (1)
	reminds (1)
	remote (3)
	removable (1)
	render (1)
	renew (1)
	renewable (5)
	renewables (1)
	repeatedly (1)
	repentance (2)
	report (6)
	reported (1)
	reporter (4)
	reprehensible (1)
	represent (11)
	representation (1)
	representative (3)
	Representatives (3)
	represented (3)
	representing (4)
	represents (1)
	Republican (3)
	Republicans (2)
	request (3)
	requested (6)
	require (2)
	required (6)
	requirement (1)
	requirements (10)
	requires (5)
	research (2)
	reserve (4)
	reserves (2)
	resident (5)
	residents (6)
	resides (2)
	residing (1)
	residual (1)
	resiliency (1)
	resolution (7)
	resolve (1)
	resource (7)
	resources (33)
	respect (17)
	respected (5)
	respectful (3)
	respectfully (2)
	response (2)
	responsibilities (2)
	responsibility (5)
	responsible (14)
	responsibly (2)
	responsive (1)
	rest (7)
	restate (1)
	restating (1)
	restore (1)
	restricted (1)
	rests (1)
	result (5)
	resulted (1)
	resulting (1)
	rethink (1)
	retired (1)
	retreat (1)
	retreating (1)
	reveal (1)
	revenue (5)
	revenues (2)
	revered (1)
	Reverend (8)
	review (1)
	reviewed (1)
	reviewing (1)
	revolves (1)
	rewards (1)
	rewards-benefit (1)
	rewrite (1)
	rewriting (2)
	Rhonda (2)
	rich (5)
	Richard (6)
	richest (1)
	Ricklefs (5)
	Rico (1)
	rides (2)
	rig (2)
	right (45)
	rightful (1)
	rights (24)
	rigs (1)
	ringed (1)
	ripped (1)
	rise (7)
	rising (1)
	risk (3)
	risking (1)
	risks (1)
	River (14)
	rivers (4)
	road (9)
	roads (5)
	roadway (1)
	Rob (1)
	Robert (2)
	Roberts (3)
	Robinson (3)
	rocks (1)
	role (6)
	room (12)
	Roosevelt (1)
	rooted (1)
	Roseman (3)
	roughly (3)
	round (1)
	royalties (3)
	Rubio (5)
	ruined (1)
	rules (1)
	run (3)
	running (3)
	runs (2)
	rural (3)
	ruse (1)
	rush (3)
	rushed (3)
	Rushing (1)
	Russia (1)

	S
	SA (1)
	sacred (26)
	sacrifice (1)
	saddened (1)
	saddest (1)
	Sadlerochit (2)
	safe (16)
	safely (1)
	safety (2)
	salaries (1)
	sale (6)
	sales (7)
	Sally (5)
	salmon (5)
	Salt (2)
	Salvo (3)
	sands (1)
	Sarah (8)
	sarcoptic (1)
	sat (2)
	satisfactory (1)
	save (5)
	saw (8)
	saying (11)
	says (5)
	scabies (1)
	scale (2)
	scare (2)
	scared (1)
	scary (2)
	scheme (2)
	school (8)
	schools (2)
	science (4)
	scientific (2)
	scientists (3)
	scope (1)
	SCOPING (1)
	scrambling (1)
	scrap (2)
	script (1)
	sea (15)
	seacoast (1)
	seals (3)
	season (2)
	Seasoned (1)
	Sebastian (1)
	second (15)
	Secretary (5)
	section (6)
	sections (1)
	sector (2)
	secure (2)
	secured (1)
	security (9)
	sedge (1)
	see (33)
	seeing (6)
	seek (1)
	seeking (1)
	seeks (1)
	seen (13)
	seeping (1)
	sees (3)
	seine (1)
	seismic (8)
	Self (9)
	self-destruction (1)
	self-determination (4)
	self-limiting (1)
	self-preservation (1)
	sell (1)
	selling (1)
	sellout (2)
	Senator (2)
	sending (2)
	Senior (6)
	sense (5)
	sensitive (3)
	sent (1)
	separate (2)
	September (2)
	series (1)
	serious (3)
	seriously (5)
	servant (1)
	serve (4)
	served (3)
	serves (1)
	Service (12)
	servicemembers (1)
	services (2)
	serving (1)
	session (1)
	set (15)
	sets (2)
	settlement (1)
	seven (1)
	seventh (1)
	severe (1)
	severely (1)
	Seward (1)
	sews (1)
	sexual (3)
	shaking (2)
	shalt (2)
	shameful (1)
	shamefully (1)
	share (13)
	shared (3)
	Shareholder (2)
	shareholders (4)
	sharing (6)
	sheet (2)
	sheets (3)
	Shell (1)
	she'll (1)
	shenanigan (1)
	shipment (1)
	shipped (4)
	ships (1)
	Shishmaref (1)
	shorelines (1)
	shores (1)
	short (5)
	shortcut (1)
	short-eared (1)
	short-lived (1)
	shortsightedness (1)
	short-term (3)
	shoulder (2)
	shoulders (3)
	show (10)
	showed (5)
	showing (1)
	shown (4)
	shows (3)
	shrunk (2)
	shutdown (5)
	si', (1)
	Siberia (2)
	sibling (1)
	siblings (1)
	Sicily (1)
	sick (6)
	sickness (1)
	side (6)
	sides (2)
	sidetrack (1)
	Siekaniec (3)
	Sierra (16)
	sight (2)
	sign (2)
	signatures (2)
	signed (2)
	significant (8)
	significantly (8)
	silenced (3)
	similar (6)
	simple (4)
	simply (8)
	simultaneously (1)
	sin (1)
	single (4)
	Singleton (3)
	sir (1)
	sister (3)
	sisters (2)
	sit (4)
	site (8)
	sitting (1)
	situation (5)
	six (5)
	sixth (1)
	size (5)
	skill (1)
	skills (2)
	skin (1)
	skinned (1)
	skins (1)
	skip (2)
	sky (1)
	slave (4)
	slavery (3)
	sleeping (2)
	slice (1)
	slide (2)
	slipped (1)
	Slope (40)
	Slope's (1)
	sloppy (1)
	slowing (1)
	small (11)
	smaller (2)
	smallest (1)
	smart (1)
	smell (1)
	sniff (1)
	snipe (1)
	snippet (1)
	snow (3)
	snowshoes (1)
	snowstorms (1)
	snowy (2)
	soared (1)
	sobriety (1)
	social (3)
	society (2)
	soil (1)
	solely (1)
	Solicitor (2)
	solidarity (4)
	solitary (1)
	Solomon (5)
	solutions (2)
	solve (1)
	Somebody (2)
	someday (1)
	son (5)
	songs (1)
	sons (1)
	son's (2)
	soon (4)
	sophisticated (1)
	Sorenson-Groves (3)
	sorry (4)
	sort (1)
	so's (1)
	soul (2)
	sound (3)
	sounds (1)
	source (7)
	sources (4)
	south (4)
	southern (3)
	sow (1)
	space (1)
	spaced (1)
	spaces (2)
	Spam (1)
	spanning (1)
	spans (1)
	speak (40)
	speaker (4)
	speakers (4)
	speaking (23)
	special (10)
	specialists (1)
	species (25)
	specific (5)
	specifically (6)
	spectacled (1)
	speech (3)
	speeches (2)
	spend (5)
	spent (12)
	spewed (1)
	spill (2)
	spills (8)
	Spine (1)
	spirit (1)
	spirits (1)
	spiritual (8)
	spiritualities (1)
	spirituality (2)
	spiritually (1)
	spoiling (1)
	spoke (3)
	spokesperson (1)
	sponsored (1)
	spot (1)
	spread (1)
	spring (3)
	Springfield (1)
	square (4)
	squeaky (1)
	St (1)
	stage (3)
	stages (2)
	staging (1)
	stake (4)
	stand (38)
	standard (5)
	standardization (1)
	standardized (1)
	standing (9)
	stands (2)
	staring (1)
	start (16)
	started (2)
	starting (2)
	starvation (1)
	Starving (1)
	State (29)
	stated (2)
	statehood (3)
	STATEMENT (21)
	statements (2)
	States (22)
	State's (2)
	statewide (2)
	stating (1)
	statistic (2)
	statistically (1)
	statistics (1)
	staunchly (1)
	stay (13)
	stayed (2)
	staying (2)
	steal (1)
	Steering (5)
	STEM (1)
	STEMS (3)
	step (5)
	Stern (3)
	Steve (3)
	Stevens (1)
	steward (1)
	stewarded (1)
	stewards (5)
	stewardship (5)
	Stewart (1)
	stick (5)
	sticker (2)
	sticking (1)
	stifle (1)
	stock (2)
	Stoddard (4)
	stole (1)
	stood (3)
	stop (14)
	stopped (2)
	stopping (2)
	stores (1)
	stories (5)
	storm (1)
	storms (1)
	story (7)
	straight (1)
	strange (2)
	strategy (1)
	Street (1)
	stress (1)
	stretched (1)
	strides (1)
	striking (1)
	strip (1)
	stripped (1)
	stroke (1)
	strong (7)
	strongest (1)
	strongly (10)
	structures (2)
	struggle (4)
	struggles (1)
	struggling (1)
	Student (3)
	students (2)
	studied (1)
	studies (5)
	study (4)
	stuff (3)
	stunning (1)
	stupid (1)
	submit (1)
	submitted (1)
	submitting (3)
	subsequently (1)
	subsist (1)
	subsistence (22)
	subsistent (1)
	substantially (1)
	success (1)
	successful (2)
	successfully (1)
	successive (1)
	sucked (1)
	sue (1)
	suffer (2)
	suffered (2)
	suffering (3)
	sugarcoat (1)
	suggest (3)
	suicide (1)
	summary (1)
	summer (5)
	summers (1)
	summertime (1)
	sun (3)
	sunlight (3)
	sunning (1)
	support (27)
	supported (2)
	supporters (3)
	supporting (5)
	supports (2)
	supposed (2)
	sure (12)
	surface (11)
	surprise (1)
	surrounded (1)
	surrounding (1)
	surroundings (1)
	Survey (3)
	survival (5)
	survive (5)
	survived (2)
	surviving (1)
	sustain (2)
	sustainability (2)
	sustainable (3)
	sustained (1)
	sustenance (2)
	swam (1)
	swans (3)
	swarming (1)
	swaths (1)
	syllables (1)
	symbol (1)
	system (23)
	systems (1)

	T
	tables (1)
	tacos (1)
	tactics (1)
	take (34)
	taken (4)
	takes (4)
	talk (12)
	talked (2)
	talking (24)
	tan (1)
	tanks (1)
	TAPS (6)
	targets (1)
	tasks (1)
	taste (1)
	taught (14)
	tax (16)
	taxes (3)
	taxpayers (1)
	taxpaying (1)
	Taylor (2)
	teach (2)
	teacher (2)
	teachers (1)
	teaching (1)
	technically (2)
	techniques (1)
	technological (3)
	technologies (3)
	technology (7)
	Ted (5)
	teeth (1)
	tell (17)
	telling (5)
	temperatures (3)
	tenets (1)
	tens (4)
	term (1)
	terms (3)
	terrestrial (1)
	terrible (1)
	terrifies (2)
	territories (3)
	territory (1)
	terrorize (1)
	test (1)
	testified (2)
	testify (5)
	testimony (17)
	testing (8)
	tests (3)
	Texas (2)
	thank (81)
	thankful (1)
	thanking (1)
	Thanks (8)
	Thanksgiving (3)
	thawing (1)
	theirs (2)
	theme (1)
	themself (1)
	Theodore (1)
	thing (23)
	things (31)
	think (47)
	thinking (3)
	third (3)
	thirds (2)
	Thomson (1)
	Thoreau (2)
	thorough (4)
	Thou (2)
	thought (9)
	thoughtfully (1)
	thoughts (2)
	thousand (2)
	thousands (19)
	threat (7)
	threatened (8)
	threatening (1)
	threatens (4)
	threats (1)
	three (16)
	threw (1)
	thrived (3)
	thriving (1)
	throughput (1)
	throwing (1)
	Thumma (3)
	thumping (1)
	thundercloud (1)
	thy (3)
	tick (1)
	ticket (3)
	ticks (3)
	tied (1)
	ties (1)
	tightly (1)
	till (2)
	timber (1)
	time (68)
	timeframe (2)
	timeless (1)
	timeline (2)
	times (16)
	timing (2)
	Timothy (3)
	tiny (2)
	tip (1)
	titanic (1)
	titled (1)
	to, (1)
	today (91)
	today's (2)
	told (10)
	Tomorrow (1)
	tomorrow's (1)
	tonic (1)
	tonight (14)
	Tonya (3)
	Tooth (2)
	top (1)
	topic (1)
	topics (1)
	topography (1)
	torch (1)
	total (3)
	totally (1)
	touch (1)
	touched (1)
	tough (1)
	tourism (1)
	Tourtellotte (3)
	town (4)
	toxic (1)
	toxicity (1)
	Toytuck (1)
	track (3)
	trade (3)
	tradition (1)
	traditional (17)
	traditionally (1)
	traditions (3)
	traffic (1)
	tragedy (6)
	tragic (1)
	trail (2)
	training (4)
	traitors (1)
	Trans-Alaska (4)
	transferring (1)
	transgressed (1)
	transition (2)
	transitioning (1)
	transmittal (1)
	transmitted (1)
	transparent (1)
	transparently (2)
	transportation (5)
	transporting (1)
	trap (2)
	trapping (1)
	traps (1)
	trash (3)
	trashed (1)
	trashing (1)
	trauma (1)
	travel (7)
	traveled (8)
	traveling (2)
	traversing (2)
	travesty (1)
	treasure (2)
	treasures (2)
	treated (3)
	treatment (1)
	treaty (3)
	trees (2)
	tremendous (1)
	tremendously (1)
	Tribal (30)
	Tribe (6)
	Tribes (5)
	Tribe's (1)
	tried (3)
	tries (1)
	trillion (2)
	Trip (5)
	trips (2)
	Tritt (4)
	trouble (1)
	trout (1)
	truck (2)
	trucks (4)
	true (3)
	truly (6)
	Trump (6)
	Trust (2)
	truth (1)
	try (3)
	trying (17)
	tucked (1)
	tundra (8)
	turbine (1)
	turbulent (1)
	turn (8)
	turned (1)
	turning (2)
	Turnpike (1)
	turns (1)
	turnstones (1)
	tutu (2)
	tutus (1)
	Tuuli (4)
	twenties (1)
	twice (5)
	two (19)
	type (1)
	typed (1)
	types (2)
	typical (1)
	typically (2)

	U
	U.S (28)
	Udall (2)
	ultimate (2)
	ultimately (3)
	UN (1)
	unacceptable (3)
	unadjusted (1)
	unavailable (1)
	unbelievable (1)
	unbiased (1)
	Uncle (1)
	uncles (3)
	undercut (1)
	underestimates (2)
	undergoing (1)
	underground (3)
	underneath (1)
	understand (12)
	understanding (2)
	understands (1)
	understating (1)
	understood (2)
	undertake (1)
	undertaken (1)
	undeveloped (1)
	unemployment (1)
	unexpected (1)
	unexplorable (1)
	unfathomable (1)
	unfathomed (1)
	unforeseen (1)
	unforgivable (1)
	unfortunate (2)
	Unfortunately (4)
	unfounded (1)
	unheard (1)
	unintended (3)
	unique (7)
	unit (2)
	United (26)
	units (2)
	University (1)
	unknown (1)
	unlimited (1)
	unnecessary (1)
	unparalleled (2)
	unpopular (1)
	unprecedented (4)
	unpredictable (2)
	unrelated (1)
	unsurveyed (1)
	untouched (7)
	unusual (1)
	upheaval (1)
	uphold (1)
	upholding (1)
	Upicksoun (1)
	Upper (2)
	upwards (1)
	urge (7)
	urged (1)
	urgency (1)
	USA (2)
	use (19)
	usually (2)
	Utah (2)
	utterly (1)

	V
	vacation (1)
	Valdez (2)
	Valentine's (1)
	Valley (2)
	valuable (2)
	value (4)
	values (5)
	varieties (1)
	variety (2)
	vast (5)
	vegetarian (4)
	vegetation (1)
	vehicle (2)
	vein (1)
	Venetie (19)
	versus (4)
	Vessels (3)
	vest (3)
	vests (1)
	veteran (1)
	veterans (2)
	vibrant (1)
	Vice (1)
	vicinity (1)
	victim (1)
	Victimization (1)
	victims (1)
	video (1)
	videographics (1)
	viewpoint (1)
	views (1)
	vigor (1)
	Village (68)
	villagers (1)
	villages (11)
	violates (2)
	violation (1)
	violence (5)
	violent (1)
	violently (1)
	Virginia (8)
	visit (5)
	visited (6)
	vital (2)
	vocal (1)
	vocalizing (1)
	voice (10)
	voices (5)
	voicing (1)
	void (1)
	volcano (1)
	vote (2)
	Voters (2)
	votes (1)
	vulnerable (5)

	W
	Wackowski (3)
	wade (1)
	wages (1)
	wait (2)
	waive (1)
	waived (1)
	waivers (1)
	wake (3)
	Wald (9)
	walk (4)
	walked (3)
	walks (1)
	wall (2)
	walrus (2)
	wander (1)
	want (62)
	wanted (4)
	wants (2)
	ward (1)
	wards (1)
	warm (5)
	Warmer (1)
	warmest (2)
	warming (7)
	Washington (10)
	Washingtonians (1)
	wasteland (1)
	watch (1)
	watched (4)
	watching (7)
	water (13)
	waterfowl (2)
	waters (2)
	watershed (1)
	way (77)
	ways (4)
	weaken (1)
	weaker (1)
	wealth (1)
	wealthy (1)
	weaning (1)
	wear (1)
	wearing (1)
	weasels (1)
	weather (1)
	website (4)
	Wednesday (1)
	week (12)
	weeks (3)
	weigh (2)
	weighing (2)
	weight (1)
	welcome (4)
	welcomed (1)
	welcoming (1)
	well (36)
	well-being (1)
	well-carried (1)
	well-intended (1)
	wells (5)
	Wendy (3)
	went (9)
	WEO (1)
	We're (88)
	West (6)
	western (2)
	wetlands (1)
	we've (30)
	whale (1)
	whales (1)
	whaling (2)
	whatnot (1)
	when, (1)
	whispering (1)
	White (4)
	wholly (1)
	wide (2)
	widespread (2)
	wife (4)
	wild (10)
	wilder (1)
	Wilderness (30)
	wildernesses (2)
	wildfires (1)
	Wildlife (150)
	wildness (2)
	William (1)
	willing (1)
	willows (2)
	win (4)
	wind (2)
	window (3)
	winds (1)
	wing (1)
	winning (1)
	winter (9)
	winters (2)
	wise (2)
	wish (5)
	wished (1)
	withdrawals (1)
	withheld (1)
	witness (2)
	witnessed (4)
	wolverines (1)
	wolves (6)
	woman (3)
	women (9)
	won (2)
	wonder (4)
	wondered (1)
	wonderful (2)
	word (2)
	wording (1)
	words (6)
	work (32)
	worked (9)
	worker (1)
	workforce (1)
	working (7)
	works (3)
	world (40)
	world's (2)
	worldwide (1)
	worried (7)
	worry (3)
	worse (5)
	worsen (1)
	worst (2)
	worth (6)
	wounds (1)
	woven (1)
	wrap (1)
	wrecks (1)
	writing (3)
	written (10)
	wrong (8)
	wrote (1)

	Y
	yards (2)
	yeah (4)
	year (18)
	yearling (2)
	yearly (1)
	years (85)
	Yearwood (7)
	Yesterday (1)
	York (1)
	young (15)
	younger (1)
	youngest (3)
	youth (6)
	Yukon (13)

	Z
	Ziploc (2)
	zone (2)
	zones (1)


	Coastal Plain Oil and Gas Leasing Program Draft Environmental Impact Statement Public Scoping Meeting - Wednesday, February 13, 2019
	Participants
	Agenda
	Proceedings



