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P-ROGEEDI-NGS
MS. AMY LEWS: CGood afternoon, everybody.
We are going to get started here in a mnute if you want
to take a seat.

Ckay. Good afternoon, everybody. Wl cone to the
public meeting on the Draft Environnmental | npact Statenent
for the coastal plain oil and gas | easing program M
nane is Amty Lewis. |I'mwith EMPSI. W are the contractor
that is working with the Bureau of Land Managenment on
devel opi ng this docunent. M colleague, Chad Ricklefs, is
al so here in the front, and he will be hel pi ng organi ze
t he speakers as we get going tonight.

| wanted to introduce sone people and then | ay out
how the day is going to go in terns of flow and all the
different opportunities that are available for you all
here to ask questions and provide conments.

So first 1"'mgoing to introduce the people up here on
the stage. Immediately here first is Ted Murphy, the
Acting State Director for the Bureau of Land Managenent.
Next is Joe Balash. He is the Assistant Secretary for
Lands and M neral s Managenent for the Departnent of
Interior. Next to himis Steve Wackowski. He's the
Seni or Advi sor for Al aska Affairs for the Departnment of
Interior. And then finally on the end is Geg Siekaniec.

He is the Regional Director for the US. Fish & Wldlife
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Service, who is a cooperating agency on this EIS wth us.

And additionally a few other inportant people.

Ni col e Hayes with the Bureau of Land Managenment, she is

t he project manager for the Bureau of Land Managenent, and
she will be available to answer questions. She will also
be giving the presentations today that are going to occur
at 2:00 and again at 5:00. It wll be the same
presentation given two tines.

We al so have -- Mary Vavrik here in the front is our
court reporter. You will be -- she will be taking your
comment s when you cone up to speak if you wish to give
them publicly. W also have a second court reporter
that's back -- there is Sue waving her arms. Her station
I's back behind the curtains there. |If you do not feel
| i ke you want to speak publicly, but w sh your comments to
be on record, she is also capturing oral comments, so you
can go sit with her and provide themthere.

For both stations, for the public testinony and al so
for the one-on-one, there is notine limt. So you can
get all of your thoughts out, but please be respectful of
t he other attendees and your other commenters. W want to
make sure that we get as nmuch public testinony fromall of
you as possible. So be aware of the anount of people that
wll want to speak today.

Wien you cane in, if you wish to provide a public

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100
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comment, you shoul d have stopped over at the ticket booth
over there and gotten a nunber. W wll be calling you
sequentially and staging you up here in the front row. W

are going to start with No. 1 here and we are going to go

to ten and then ticket nunbers 11 through 20 will go over
here, and we will just keep cycling up as the day goes on.
And we will let you know what nunbers we are on as we are

goi ng so you can keep track. And those nunbers are the
| ast three on your ticket.

So if you have ticket nunmbers 1 through 10, please
cone up here and sit in your seat so we are ready for you

So if you have 11 through 20, you can start staging over

here, as well. Wen you cone up, Chad wll be up here.
He will ask you to just sign your nane so we have it for
the record and so Mary will be able to capture it, as
wel | .

And as you give your testinony, Mary nay ask you
questions. Try to speak clearly. She m ght have sone
questions about spellings. And if you have a copy of your
testi nony, she would appreciate it if you leave it wth
her so she can capture your thoughts exactly.

Al so today, along with the two court reporters that
we have avail able to take public comments and one-on-one
oral comments, we have two conputers that are set up in

t he back of the roomthat are -- you can type coments

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

directly into the E-Planning website for the Bureau of

Land Managenent, and those will be captured there, as
well. W have comment forns available that you can fill
out and | eave here with us today or mail in to the Bureau

of Land Managenent at a |l ater date.

Let's see. \What else? Oh, throughout the day -- the
nmeeting runs from11:00 until 7:00 tonight. W have poster
boards set up along the back wall with resource
specialists available to talk about the EIS and what is
shown on the boards and answer any questions that you
m ght have. And again, N cole Hayes here is also -- wll
be roam ng around when she's not giving her presentati on,
and is also avail able to answer any questi ons.

Anything else? GCkay. WlIl, wth that, we are going
to start the public testinony. And again, the public
testinony is going to be running consistently throughout
the day until 7:00 ppm And so this will be happeni ng.
There i s one-on-one testinony opportunity back there, and
additionally the open house wth the specialists. So
there is |ots happening and | ots of opportunities to ask
questi ons of resource specialists and Bureau of Land
Management staff.

And another rem nder that if you have ticket nunbers
11 through 20, you can also cone up here to this front row

over here to ny right and start staging those chairs.
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Ckay. Thank you.

MR. DAVE HARBOUR: My nanme is Dave
Har bour, HA-R-B-OUR | want to start by saying this
I's, at the beginning, one of the best organized Depart nent
of Interior events that |I've witnessed in about ten years
in Alaska. So thank you for that organi zation. It
el i m nates probl ens.

As a 40-year resident, forner and retired nenber of a
state regul atory agency, | hope that some of these brief
remarks -- about four and a half mnutes' worth -- will be
useful to you that you mght find a nugget or two.

In sone of |ast year's scoping neetings, you heard
froma few witnesses that the current EI'S process should
be ri gorous because nuch on Al aska's North Sl ope has
changed over the years since ANILCA. Wile that statenent
is partly correct, the BLM U S. Fish & Wldlife Service,
and Departnent of Interior managenent shoul d val ue and
never di scount sone extrenely inportant studies that could
have great value in today's work.

By 1976, the Arctic Gas Consortium had conpl eted 250
mllion dollars worth of engineering and environnent al
studi es which, in large part, covered the 1.56 mllion
area we know as the ANWR coastal plain. The 26-nmenber
consortium had al so constructed an engi neeri ng and

environnental test facility at Prudhoe Bay where
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ANWR-r el at ed studi es were conpl et ed.

All of those -- by the way, ANWR at that tine
referred to the Arctic National WIdlife Range.

Al those vast studies are found within a 44 vol une
bi ol ogi cal report series which the consortiumfiled with
t he Federal Power Comm ssion and the Departnent of
Interior and which was donated to UAF, the University of
Al aska- APU Consortium Library and the State library
archives in Juneau.

The bi ol ogical report series, along with vast
engi neeri ng studi es enbraced the omi bus ecol ogy of the
coastal plain. As part of that vast study, the Arctic Gas
Consortium studied the wintering habits of anadranous
arctic char. Environnental researchers determ ned where
in the rivers of the North Sl ope the char overwintered in
deep, cold and unfrozen freshwater pools. But they al so
kept those exact |ocations secret, |est enthusiastic |ocal
or visiting fishernmen clean out the whole run of fish in a
si ngl e expedition.

The summertinme cari bou noi se studies in that
bi ol ogi cal report series are also rel evant today, as well
as the effect of nobsquito popul ations on caribou calf
survival and the benefits to cari bou of the gravel pads
and roads rising out of the nuskeg to provi de breezy

relief frombugs. Archeological sites, revegetation and
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ot her useful values are a part of that ancient but still
val uabl e environnental study from 1976.

Sone of your previous witnesses |anented that BLM was
taking the hel mof this project fromthe U S. Fish &
WIldlife Service. But many of us |local folks wll
remenber that earlier U S Fish & Wldlife Service
hearings resulted in what many of us regarded as bi ased
deci sions to manage the refuge as a wil derness. Those
actions violated ANILCA s Congressional intent.

So | would urge nanagers to approach this
Congressional Coastal Plain nandate in an objective way
that is sensitive to the will of Congress, both during
passage of the tax bill |ast year and ANILCA in 1980. The
passage of those two bills Congress intended to authorize
oil and gas devel opnent, not the use of NEPA or other
factors to discourage, stall or derail it.

Havi ng spent nuch tine with many dear North Sl ope
village friends, | found both wi sdom and special interests
represented in your scoping coments fromlast sunmmer in
the transcripts. After all, Arctic people are hunman |ike
us, and have their own valid agendas. | particularly
val ued sone of the enlightened statenents of Dennis Stacey
and Charl es Lanpe, though all of the village comments give
| mportant perspective to regul ators.

As a fornmer regul ator nyself, | appreciate the nany
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appl es and oranges val ues that you will be evaluating, for
sone comments directly address the EI'S process and DO
busi ness, while other comments deal w th what subsidies
from sonme source could nmake nore pleasant light in that
harsh Al aska North Sl ope environnment.

Separating the public interest fromprivate interest
Is often the nost demandi ng feature of regul ation.

Thank you for the opportunity.

M5. CHRISTINE H LL: Good afternoon. M

name is Christine Hll. I'mrunning for Assenbly. M

husband and | own Al aska Aucti on Conpany and Duane's

Antique Market. |I'mvery nmuch in favor of openi ng ANVR
It wll be good for Anchorage. It will be good for the
state of Alaska, and it wll be great for the United

States of Anerica for the econony.

| think there has been enough studi es done, and I
think that we are doing very responsible drilling in the
north, and we can conti nue doing that.

So | would like to see ANVR opened for our great
state. Thank you.

MR. PETE NOLLAND: Good afternoon. My
nanme is Pete Nolland, and I"'mw th the Al aska Chanber.
The Al aska Chamber represents over 700 menbers across the
state of Al aska, from Uqgiagvik all the way down to

Ket chi kan. And our nenbers for many years have had in our
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stated priorities each year on a federal basis the opening
of ANVR. There's been very inportant discussions had
many, many tinmes with our nenbers, our executive conmttee
about this issue and how inportant it would be for the
state of Al aska.

The ElI A predicts that by 2050 petrol eum and ot her
liquids will renmain, by nultiple magnitudes, the nobst
consuned energy source in the United States. So
production fromthe coastal plain will significantly
reduce U. S. reliance on future foreign oil.

The EI A predicts that from 2031 to 2050 production
fromthe coastal plain will reduce U S. expenditures on
crude oil and petrol eum products inports by up to $595
billion.

The Draft EIS is an inportant step toward fulfilling
Congress's directive of opening up Secretary of Interior's
conpetitive oil and gas program And the Al aska Chanber
and nyself personally have felt for many years that ANWR
is viable. It is an area that should be opened within the
confines of this | ease issue for gas and oil exploration.
And on behalf of the Al aska Chanber and our nenbers, we
encourage you to nove forward with the Draft EI'S and open
it up.

Thank you.

MR. KEN FEDERICO H there. M nane is

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100
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Ken Federico. |I'mtestifying on behalf of nyself. | just
kind of figure I'd give you a little bit of a working
man' s vi ew of what has been going on in the past 40 years.
| have been up here about 40 years. | have been in and

out of working off the oil fields and whatever |ike that

probably about ten of those 40 years. |'ma carpenter by
trade, but 1've run equipnent. So |I have been up there
for about ten years. |I'mactually currently up there

ri ght now.

Alittle bit about ne, just so you know where |I'm
coming from is I'minvolved with wildlife issues here in
Al aska, fish and gane. | served a three-year term under
the advisory commttee on the Mat-Su Fish & Gane. |'mthe
chair of the Southcentral Al aska D pnetters Associ ati on.
So | have a very great concern on inpact to anything that
happens to our wildlife and al so the environnent.

In the sane respect, |'ve watched the transition for
the past 40 years. It was, |like, right after the
pipeline. It was kind of like the WIld Wst up there out
at Prudhoe Bay. But over the past 40 years, what |
observed, at that tinme the oil conpanies would al ways tell
us, don't feed the animals, you have to worry about
spills, the whole nine yards, you' ve got to report it.
And, like, people were out there feeding the foxes. And

m dl i ne managers and stuff would just kind of roll their
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eyes and wal k away.

But |I've watched the transition through the past 40
years. And let ne just give you an exanple from where
they used to just be wild drinking and parties the whole
ni ne yards before work, they would just feed the wildlife
and stuff like that, the oil conpanies would still harp on
us and say, you guys got to tow the line.

Wll, fromthe wld days back in the early '"80s to
now, just three nonths ago, | watched one with of the
| ar ger subcontractors fire two guys, truck drivers. \Wy?
Because they couldn't -- they had to urinate and they
couldn't hold it. They turned around, and just like a
typical truck driver, they went around to the back tire
| i ke that, and they got caught, and they were both fired.
So the guys just lost 75- to $80, 000-a-year jobs just for
taki ng a | eak. Ckay.

So that's how strong the oil conpanies are pushing
the contractors and subcontractors up there to be very
concerned about the environnent. So |I've seen it go from
one end of the spectrumas a working man to now everyone
i's so concerned about the environnment, they don't want to
| ose their jobs, too. So as | said, | think we can do it
responsibly to go ahead and drill and explore up there in
ANVR.  And say, if nothing else, let's do it in reference

to Senator Stevens.
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Thank you.

MR. CARL PORTMAN: Good afternoon. M
name is Carl Portman, and |'m here speaki ng on ny own
behal f today. | was born in Fairbanks and proudly worked
on the construction of the Trans-Al aska Pi peline during
the summers while attending the University of Al aska
Fai rbanks. | renenber what life was |i ke before TAPS when
| paid a state incone tax before 1980. Like thousands of
Al askans, ny livelihood depends on the oil and gas
i ndustry, yet | do not work directly for the industry.

Wth the pipeline nowrunning at one-quarter
capacity, TAPS could face a premature shutdown. And if
this were to happen, Al aska would face an unmtigated
econom c disaster. Cearly wthout increased production,
the state's econony will be in jeopardy.

According to a study by the University of Al aska
Anchorage, up to 50 percent of the state's econony and at
| east one-third of all jobs, including those of public
enpl oyees, are in sonme way connected to the oil and gas
I ndustry. The sane reports stress that nothing el se can
replace oil in the state's econony. Wthout oil, how w |
the state neet its long-termobligations, fromfunding the
central services to public enpl oyee pensions, education
and heal th care?

According to the Energy Information Adm ni strati on,
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oil and gas devel opnent on the coastal plain could result
I n new domesti c production of 880,000 barrels per day for
a period extending for approximately 12 years, wth
addi ti onal production for many years follow ng. Such
producti on woul d create thousands of new jobs, refil

TAPS, and generate billions of dollars of new revenues for
the state treasury.

Under the proposed | easi ng program not one acre of
federally designated wi | derness woul d be di sturbed by
devel opnent. In fact, no nore than 2,000 acres of the 1.6
mllion acre 1002 area woul d be devel oped. That is a
m nuscul e portion of the coastal plain.

Wth advantages in technol ogy significantly
dim nishing the footprint of devel opnent, | know that we
do not have to choose between energy production and
environnental protection. It is possible to develop the
energy reserves inside the coastal plain while directly
utilizing only a fraction of the area. This can be
acconpl i shed wthout significant disturbance to wldlife,
subsi stence use or the environnent.

In conclusion, | believe the Bureau of Land
Management nmade a good effort in this well-organized EI' S
to be responsive to the Congressional direction while
anal yzi ng potential effects on devel opnment consistent with

NEPA requirenents. | encourage BLMto pronptly proceed
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wth the final ElIS.

Thank you for your tinme and for holding this hearing
i n Anchor age t oday.

M5. JONELLE JONES: Hel | o. My name is

Jonel l e Jones. |'m Navajo Indian and Yup'ik Eskino. 1'd
| i ke to speak about natural |aw and how it applies to what
t hese oil conpani es and people are doing to the earth and
are against preserving life itself.

This is the human condition, |adies and gentl enen.
Whet her anyone has recogni zed it or not or accepted it or
not, the human condition is slavery. |'mnot going to
sugar coat words here. 1'mgoing to cone out and say it
just as it is in plain |anguage, regardless of who |ikes
It or not.

The whol e goal of true spirituality is the ending of
t he human condition called slavery. 1t's never been okay.
It's not okay now. It never will be okay. It's
conpletely immoral, and the people who continue to perform
the actions that hold the human condition in this state or
support and condone those actions are inmmoral people.

People will say, well, there is many paths to freedom
and spirituality, but I'll take unbrage wi th that
statenent. There are nany paths that can get you to an
under st andi ng of what the solution is, but there is only

one real true sol ution.
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To say sonething to the effect of do you believe in
natural law or do you think it's sone type of religious
dognma is as ridicul ous as asking soneone if they hold an
object up and then let go, will it fall downward. There's
no dogma or religious belief required for that. It's |aw
I n the universe.

Well, behavior is also bound by law. This is the
problemw th the human ego, though. The hunman ego refuses
to accept that behavior is bound by |law, and we want to
t hink we can do anything we want as |ong as we don't get
caught .

The only solution is the understandi ng of natural |aw
and how we are inextricably forever bound by it. W have
free will to choose our behavior, but we do not have free
wll to be insulated fromthe consequences of our choices
in free will.

Natural law is the nost occulted information that
needs to be understood by humanity, and there is very
little progress in propagating a worl dw de under st andi ng
of natural law to the body of humanity. And that's what
our work of the people in this roomand the people who do
understand this is, folKks.

The natural lawis a set of universal, inherent,
obj ective, nonmanmade, eternal and i mutabl e conditions

whi ch govern the consequences of behaviors of beings with
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the capacity for understanding the difference between
har nf ul and nonharnful behavior. That neans it applies to
intelligent beings who have a devel oped brain and a
nervous systemlike we do. It doesn't apply to | esser

bei ngs, to the animal kingdom They are not going to sit
there and reason. W have the capacity for reason. They
are instinctual creatures. They have enotions, as well,
but we have hi gher thought functions. That's why natural

| aw applies to us.

A wor | dwi de common sense under st andi ng of true
objective norality and the | aws that govern behavi oral
consequence is the only true solution to the human
condition of slavery. For as |long as humanity renains
i gnorant of the occulted know edge of natural law, it wll
remai n ensl aved.

The oppressors of slavery, the governnent and the
corrupt systems within governnent and i moral actions they
perform are exanples of initiation of aggressi on agai nst
others, which is what all wongdoings are. The oppressors
perform ng such actions are viol ati ons agai nst nat ur al
rights and therefore constitute viol ence, nmurder, assault,
rape, coercion. Theft is a taking of property, physical
property which doesn't belong to you. Trespass is a
taking of the security of another person in their domain,

their dwelling place which does not belong to you to take.
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Pl ease do not take this sacred land. It belongs to
the GM ch'in people. Thank you.

MS. LAURA HERMAN: My nane is Laura
Herman. | was born on Kodiak Island, and | grew up in the
Mat-Su Valley, as well as in Anchorage, Al aska. And |
don't know about the four of you, but if you have lived in
Al aska nore than 15 years, you can see with your own eyes
that the climate is changing around us. And you can see
with your own eyes that we have to do sonething to protect
access to lands, to protect the air that we breathe, to
protect the sal nobn runs.

My famly has gone to the Copper River near the
Canadi an border every year of ny life to get our sal non
limt, and we weren't able to go this year because the
entire sal non system was shut down. Because of the
war m ng oceans, because of inaction on behalf of us as a
society, as well as on our governnent to deal with this
crisis that we are living in. There were not enough
salnon to | et people go and get the food that they -- that
sustai ns us throughout the year.

Al askans are incredi ble people. And every tine |
travel in the Lower 48, | think about how great we have
it. But the reason why we have such an amazi ng pl ace to
live is because so nuch w | derness surrounds us and so

much protected space is there for us to enjoy, for us to
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connect with the land, for us to live, breathe and exi st
In this amazi ng pl ace.

| was just in Houston, Texas, and it was one of the
nost di sgusting places |'ve ever seen. No offense for
t hose from Houston. It was really incredibly spraw ed.
There was concrete everywhere. The park that | was near
was under about four or five bypasses of nmultil ane
hi ghways.

And | thought | could never, ever |ive here because
l"'mfromthe nost amazing place in the world. And to
protect that, that neans that we need to stand up and
engage as a society and say no, we need wild spaces and we
are going to need them so nuch nore as the environnent
starts to attack the cancer that is us, really.

W are in sonme ways not living in right order with

the earth and, therefore, we are starting to get

i ncredi ble storns, incredible floods here where -- we
don't have snow anynore. | got to see one so far this
year.

And | think that you have to be conpletely blind to
that to not know that we have to do sonething. W have to
do sonething incredibly drastic. And it has been our --
our nethod over the past 50 to 100 years of we see a
resource, we are going to develop it, we are going to use

it now, it will nake our lives so nmuch better in the next
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one or two or three years.

But we are now reapi ng what we have sown of not
thinking critically about what it neans for us to devel op
t hose resources and then not preserve those w |l d spaces.

And | really inplore you to think about what it neans
not only for the extraction for our state, but what it
nmeans to then have all of that oil and gas burned,
rel eased into our air, released into our grounds, rel eased
into the oceans that are warming. And if you appreciate a
good sal non dinner, we are ruining that resource. The
Paci fic Northwest doesn't have that anynore because they
have rui ned that resource.

And | feel very strongly and have since | was very
young that additional ANWR devel opment will not help us in
the long-term It helps us very nmuch in the short-term
but we really need | ong-termthinking.

So |' m maki ng substanti ve comments today, and | ask
that they be recorded as such in your official
proceedi ngs, to be followed up with an official inquiry
and translations -- the response to be translations in
GmM ch'in and | nupi aqg.

These are the people that we are choosing to i nvade
their space and develop the land. And | think that if you
do that without any sort of consideration for their

preference and action, it's exactly what's happeni ng down
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on the border when you have people using em nent donain to
take incredibly sacred |lands to develop a fence. [It's not
appropriate to be acting in -- against the people that are
in this region.

| would also like to holdup that in 2012, which feels
| i ke just yesterday, but was actually al nbst seven years
ago, the GmMch'in Neets'aii resolution said unani nously
that they did not want ANWR devel opnent because of the
Por cupi ne cari bou birthplace and breedi ng grounds. And
t hat maybe feels very separate from nme who has never
touched and felt a caribou but, again, we need wld
spaces. That's what makes Al aska this amazing place to
live. And if we want to be just |ike Houston, Texas, then
let's just rip it all up, pour concrete everywhere, and we
can drive as far as we want.

But as far as what makes this place sacred, we have
to defend and not develop the Arctic.

| also want to share that this has been this fast
tracking of this process. And fromthe 2017 tax bill,
that this is an arbitrary and capricious way to fast track
the process. |It's not appropriate that this is such an
incredibly | arge project that we need to nake sure we are
doing it deliberatively. And I think, you know, a
previ ous speaker nentioned that there was information in

1976 about how devel opi ng the ANVVR, ANWR woul d be so
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great .

Well, you know what? W have | earned a | ot since
1976. And the great thing about science is that we are
continuing to | earn nore about the environnent around us
and how we interact with it. And so to say that we have
studied it and we have studied it and we need to just nobve
on isn't fair because we are continuing to | earn about
this space and how precious it is.

And just like Brazil, | believe -- or mght be
anot her South Anerican country -- was trying to get other
nations to invest in themto save the rain forest, which
Is essentially the lungs of the earth, which absorb al
t he carbon di oxide that we are producing and then rel eases
oxygen, which we all need to live and exist on this
pl anet. And they couldn't find other countries to come
forward and to support themin protecting that resource.
So they are actively starting to |log and di m ni sh that
resource, and we are doing the sane thing here.

We know that there is tons of fossil fuel -- sorry --
carbon di oxi de gases in the frozen | ands of the Arctic,
which are now starting to warm up and rel ease those gases.
So we are quickly spiraling down, and we need to stop and
then start reversing our behavior to actually be able to
have our children and grandchildren survive on this planet

in any way that | ooks |ike our existence today.
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So | inplore you to please listen to the people, to
pl ease listen to your hearts about what does this | ook
li ke. You | ook outside, and this is not the January
weat her that we are used to. | don't renenber -- well,
except for that one tinme in Decenber of this year -- when
we | ast had a consistent negative 10 degrees, negative 15
degrees |li ke when I was young. |'m29 years old. | am
not old. | should not have oldtinmer stories to tell about
when | was young.

But our environnent is changing incredibly
drastically around us, and we have to listen to that and
we have to pay witness to that and not just w tness that,
but actually act. Change our behavior and try and nmake it
so that our children and grandchildren and great
grandchil dren can actually survive on this earth.

Thank you.

M5. SHAWNA LARSON: ( Speaking in Al aska
Nat i ve | anguage.) |'m Shawna Larson. |'m Sugpiaqg on ny
nmom s side fromthe village of Paluw k, also known as Port
Graham |' m Ahtna At habaskan on ny dad's side fromthe
village of Nay'dini'aa Na, also known as Chickaloon. This
nice little man with the clipboard to ny left was nice
enough to grant ne the privilege to speak today. He said
he was thi nki ng about not allowing it, but he would go

backwards and allow ne to do that. So that was very nice
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of him very generous.

| have a | ot of concerns about this process. It's a
huge concern for ne that BLMis under Departnent of
Interior and so is the Bureau of Indian Affairs. And
technically if you have ever travel ed outside of the
United States and done work, for exanple, wth attorneys
of the United Nations, you wll hear they call us
quasi -sovereign at the United Nations. And that's a
technical termthat the United States Attorneys use in the
international area. And they say that we are wards of
actually the Bureau of Indian Affairs. So it's a little
bit confusing to ne that the Departnent of Interior could
be managi ng the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the BLM at
the sane tine. It's alittle bit |ike the fox guarding
t he hen house, in ny opinion.

Wien | was -- it was about eight or nine years ago,
there were -- | was at a tribal council neeting for ny
tribe, and one of the elders brought up the term
subsi stence, the word subsistence. |If you |look that word
up in the dictionary, it neans to nerely survive, to
barely make it. And he was really offended by that term
because he said that's not how you woul d descri be our
traditional way of life, to nerely survive.

Wien | was very small, ny grandnma woul d speak to her

sister in our traditional Ahtna | anguage, and they would
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| augh and laugh. And I was an only child, and so |I'd be
sitting next to ny grandma, and | would say, what are you
| aughi ng about? What's so funny? And she woul d ki nd of
get this sad | ook on her face and she would say, there is
no way to translate it. There is no words in the English
| anguage to say that.

And | thought to nyself, howis it possible? | nean,
every word I know is in English, and so how could we not
use sonme of these describing words that we all know to
translate the neaning. | couldn't understand why she
couldn't tell nme what she was tal king about and what they
wer e | aughi ng about.

Well, that elder in that council neeting asked ne to
pl ease | ook for another traditional word to replace the
wor d subsi stence because he did not like it. So |
volunteered to do that job. | thought, well, there's got
to be other tribes in the Lower 48 or around Al aska that
have found another word. So, of course, | Googled it. |
wasn't able to find anything.

So then | talked to our elders separately. | asked
t hem how do you say subsistence? And they both
separately gave ne the same exact definition. They said
when the land -- when it's tine -- when it's tine to hunt
noose, when it's tinme to pick berries, when it's tine to

fish. And they gave ne those in our traditional |anguage
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as separate. And | thought, that's not quite what we are
| ooki ng for here.

So I, a fewnonths [ater, was at a Federa
Subsi stence Board neeting here in Anchorage, and there was
a Yup'ik elder here, and | asked him | thought nmaybe in
Yup'i k they have a different way to say it. So | asked
this elder fromthe Bethel area. | said, how do you say
subsi stence? And it was funny because he said the exact
sane thing that ny elders said. Wen it's tine to hunt,
when it's tine to fish, when the berries are ready to
pi ck.

And | was a little frustrated. | said, what do you
mean? | said, that's not what | nean. | said, that's not
what | nean. And he kind of |aughed at ne. And he said
wel |, what exactly do you nean? And | held out ny hands
and | said, if ny left hand was the | and and the ani nal s
and ny right hand were the people, and | cl asped ny hands
together, | said, how would you say that.

And he said, oh, oh, oh, oh, oh. He said, there is
no one word to say that, he said, because what you are
describing is a relationship. Wat you are descri bing,
you have to have feelings in order to conprehend the true
neani ng of that. He said that's what we have stories for
Stories are told to help people feel, and the feeling is

the only real way that you can understand your
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rel ati onshi p and your responsibility.

And so there were only stories about our traditional
relationship with the land. There was not just one word.

My dad when he was young growi ng up -- ny dad was an
al coholic. He was born in the old Native hospital, and I
went to Mountain View El enentary, Cark M ddle School and
graduated from East H gh. M dad had four siblings. And
| al ways wondered growi ng up what it was that caused him
to be an alcoholic. And | think that's nornmal for any
child who grows up with parents who dri nk. You wonder,
| i ke, what happened?

Wll, it wasn't until nany years later | was really
able to put it all together. Wen |I was about five, we
were living in Port Gaham and we had one little library.
And we would go to the school and we woul d check out
books. And | liked to check out Frog and Toad. And ny
dad woul d get very tired of Frog and Toad and Toad and
Frog and Frog and Toad. So he started telling ne his own
traditional hunting stories because he got tired of
readi ng the book. So he started telling ne the stories.

It took ne years and years to realize that the heroes
of those stories that he was telling ne were the men from
the villages who got to go out and do traditional hunting
and fishing and provide. And as a small child, he al ways

t hought that when he grew up, he would get to be a hero
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| i ke his uncle, like his grandfather, |ike his brothers.
He t hought he was going to get to do that job.

But when he was about 12 years old, they were forced
to nmove into Anchorage, and ny dad graduated from
Anchorage Hi gh School, which is now West Hi gh School. And
the only options for himat that point was not -- one of
t he choices was not to becone a hero. It was to enlist in
the service or go to college. There was no noney for
col | ege.

And so | really wonder what it is |like to grow up to
the age of 12 thinking that you are going to be a hero,
you are going to be a provider of nmeat, you are going to
be a traditional person, and to have that taken away.

We have stories that tal k about our relationship with
the animals, and it relates back to the way | was
expl ai ni ng those stories and how it relates to our
responsibility and our rel ati onshi ps.

| ' ve heard the GmM ch'in people tal k about their
traditional tribal nenber becane a cari bou person. They
were a person, and they becane a cari bou, and they had a
rel ationship, a very specific relationship. | don't think
west erni zed col oni zed people in Arerica today can really
conprehend what we are tal king about.

And | think this is one of those instances when there

are no words. There is no words for us to help you
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explain in your |inear mnds and your colonial way of

t hi nki ng what our relationship was to the ani mals because
when we tal k about those stories, they get conpared to
Disney stories. W are not talking about fairy tales. W
are tal king about actual relationships that we had with
the animals. And it's sonething that | don't think you
are actually able to conprehend.

But I"'mtelling you that we had these rel ati onshi ps
and we had these responsibilities. They were sacred and
they were real. And just like the GmMch'in peopl e had
their relationship with the caribou, in ny traditional way
we had our relationship wwth the ant people. W have
t hose stories. And that's how |l knowit's real because
why woul d we have those stories if it wasn't true? It's
real. And that's our traditional historical know edge
that's been passed down for generations and generations.

And if you drill and if you ness up the Porcupine
cari bou herd and people aren't able to hunt and fish, you
are not just nessing up sone |ogistical situation. You
are nessing up a sacred relationship that has been in
pl ace for thousands and t housands of years. | just want
you to sip that.

Thank you.

M5. SIG N Q MAUPI N (Speaking in

lnupiag.) I|'mdoing a greeting to all of you. M nane is
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Siginiqr M English nane is Sara Maupin. | was born in
Ut gi agvi k. M/ grandnot her is Lena Si nmonds Qal hapak. She
was born on the Kuukpi k Ri ver of the Kuukpi km ut peopl e,

al so known as Nuiqsut. M grandfather was born in

Ut gi agvi k and raised there, and ny nother was raised in
Nui gsut and Ut qi agvi k, Harriet Maupin.

Today | cone to testify in solidarity with the
GrMch'in, but | also would Iike to bring sone of the other
story that ny corporation, ASRC, has neglected to tell.

Now, | recently got back froma trip from Nui qsut
visiting famly. Now, for the |last two years, every
single night at 6:00 p.m dynamte is set of to get gravel
for the oilfields. M aunt's entire house shook. Now,
for the human popul ation, that's pretty disturbing, right?
You don't want to be sonewhere where your house shakes
every single night. | don't know how you think the
cari bou or the animls feel about that, but we can't
explain to them hey, it's fine, we are just getting
gravel. It affects their mgration.

Now, sitting in ny hone, ny aunt's home, she told ne
stories of Nuiqsut had so nmuch caribou there was enough to
feed the entire community, plus nore. There are no
cari bou that go through Nuigsut. There are few people
that can afford to travel far enough to feed their

fam |l i es.
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In nmy village, we are surrounded and engul fed by
nmet hane flaring, sonething that is heavily restricted in
the Lower 48, but not as restricted here.

W have had a 50 percent and hi gher anount of
respiratory illnesses grow in Nuiqgsut since the oil fields
have been built. The air is so dirty there that people
are forced to nove out and nove to Anchorage and Fairbanks
because they literally can't breathe. W have chil dren
with asthma. W have had two children in a 500 popul ation
town di agnosed with | eukem a. W have cancer clusters
gr owi ng ever ywher e.

Sol'"'ma little confused when ny own corporation that
acts as if they represent the | nupiag people says that
they are fighting for our sovereign rights, that they are
fighting for our human rights, when we don't have cl ean
air to breathe. | think that's a little bit nore
i nportant than a few people on a corporation board naki ng
multimllion, you know, in a year.

So I'd also like to tal k about traditional ecol ogical
know edge. W have experts in the back that are going to
expl ain what is being done to the Inupiag and Ga ch'in
peopl e's | and, but we have no Inupiaq or Gnamch'in
translators. W have no | nupiag or Gam ch'in,
quot e/ unquot e, experts that are sitting to explain this.

But we have been here since tine i menori al .
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As soneone el se had said previously, we can see the
changes that are happening with our own eyes. It Is nore
dangerous today to hunt for our traditional food than it
has ever been. Qur old ice has nelted. Wen we pull a
whal e up after hunting, it is cracking the ice and people
are falling in and dyi ng.

Qur way of life I'm seeing before ny eyes is
changing, and I truly don't know if ny children when they
grow up are going to enjoy the sane foods as | did grow ng
up. | don't even know if they're going to be able to go
back to Utgiagvi k because it's falling into the water.

As people conme up here and testify about how t hey
need jobs and how they think it's econom cally benefici al
todrill in the Arctic Refuge, they are ignoring the human
popul ation that is on the North Slope and in other places
around the world that are being devastated by this
devel opnent. \When all of the water is gone and all of the
clean air, what are we going to do with green paper? This
Is a human rights issue, and scientists and traditional
ecol ogi cal know edge hol ders agree: dimate change is
devastating our world, and what we do in the Arctic wll
affect everyone.

So when we sit here and debate whet her we should go
and drill in the Arctic Refuge, | don't understand why we

don't have the science community that has agreed that this
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I's not the way we can go.
So t hank you.
M5. JUDY PATRICK: M nane is Judy

Patrick. | have been taking pictures of the oil industry
in the Arctic for the last 25 years. 1've seen firsthand
how responsi bly the oil is developed. | see all the
mtigating efforts that are made by the industry. 1've

observed the shrinking footprint of what used to be quite
| ar ge gravel pads have gotten quite small. And | just
can't really believe that you could devel op oil off of
such a small footprint as what's being proposed for ANVR,
that it's such a tiny area that woul d be i npact ed.

And | think that this is not new [It's not |ike
I ndustry hasn't had a track record of what they have been
doing for the last 30 years in Prudhoe Bay. And in fact,
t he cari bou herds have increased.

| just have noticed that during the course of ny
wor ki ng up there just how nmuch nore attenti on has been
given to the environment and the care and the protection
that's given, and | just strongly encourage you to nove
forward. There is a | ot of enotional argunents agai nst
it, and there is a lot of actual argunents for it.

Thank you.

MR. CHAD RI CKLEFS: Thank you. That's

going to conclude the first portion of the public
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Ni cole to get set up, and if folks at the front need to
take a break for a mnute or so, we will have the

presentation which will |ast approximtely 25 m nutes or
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so. Following that, we will regroup again to provide nore

opportunities for public testinony. Again, we are calling

peopl e up by nunber, 14 through 20. So folks, if you
could just take a | ook at your tickets, and when the
presentation is over, we wll restart again. Thank you.

M5. NI COLE HAYES: And also for the nedia,

Joe Bal ash, the Assistant Secretary for Lands and Mnerals

Managenment, is going to have nmedia availability outside
the room here right now.

(Presentation by N col e Hayes.)

MR LUC MEHL: Thank you for being here to

hear me. M nane is Luc Mehl. |'mhere to represent
nyself. | consider nyself a candidate for Al aska's nunber
one fan. | grew up in McGrath on the Kuskokwi m Ri ver and

|l eft the state to study geol ogy and geophysics in coll ege
and grad school. And in that tine | had the | uxury of
getting to travel the world in search of these nagi cal
rocks. And everywhere | went, | conpared to home, to
Al aska, and hone al ways won.

| spent two nonths on the east coast of G eenl and.

That's the nost renote place | have ever been, and in that
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time | saw five animals. Mammoth -- not mammot hs. Misk
ox. And that was awesone.
But in an hour on the coastal plain on the Ckpil ak
River, | floated through -- 2:00 a.m in June 2017,
fl oated through 3,000 caribou in one hour, and it was just
mnd-blowing. It's transformative. And | appreciate that
opportunity so nuch in Alaska. It really fuels who I am
And so it has driven ne to | eave that geol ogy worl d.
| work now doi ng environnental data anal ysis and
stewardship. And in the last ten years |'ve travel ed,
|'"ve 10,000 mles of Al aska under ny own power. And it's
just amazing. | can't really convey how nuch that neans

to ne as an Al askan.

And so because of that, | would love to see you
support Alternative A, the no action. | would al so
request -- I'mnot Native, but growing up in McGath in
the Native commnity, | just request that you fully hear

the Native voice on this issue, especially comunities of
Arctic Vill age and Kakt ovi k.
Thank you for your time.

MR, KEN NAGACKA: Good afternoon. M/ nane

i's Ken Nagaoka. |1'm 22 years old, and | was born and
rai sed in Fairbanks, Alaska. | currently live and work
here on Dena'ina | ands here in Anchorage. |'mthe Youth

G vi c Engagenent Coordi nator at The Al aska Center, and
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|'ve had the opportunity to neet and work with nany young
Al askans fromall over the state.

|'"d like to start by saying that this is not a public
hearing. You are putting on this show to check a box for
a decision that has al ready been nade. You couldn't care
| ess about what we have to say here today. Therefore,
choose to speak not to you, but to everyone here and
everyone who m ght be listening on the airways.

| cone here to uplift the voices of ny Al aska Native
friends, nentors, brothers and sisters, for the Gmch'in
el ders who have been fighting this fromthe very begi nning
and their ancestors who have stewarded this |and since
time i menori al .

Young people in Al aska are envisioning a future
that's radically different from busi ness as usual. W are
maki ng bold steps toward a thriving Al aska built on a
regenerative and sustai nabl e econony, not an extractive
one that is destroying our clinate and threatening
I ndi genous |ivelihoods. W want a future where our
school s, our health care and public safety are reliable
fromyear to year, not slave to the swings of the gl obal
oil econony and outside corporate interests.

Drilling in ANWVR continues a cycle of violence to our
| ands and our people that nmust stop. It is a cowardly act

that is vastly out of touch with the next generation of
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Al askan | eaders.

Three sunmmers ago | got a chance to be in Arctic
Village for the 2016 GM ch'in gathering. | walked into
the tribal hall where eight years before | was born the
first GMch'in Ninstyaa was signed in agreenent to
protect the sacred place where life begins. | net Sarah
Janes, an el der, who has been protecting the refuge for
nore than 30 years and is traveling to D.C. yet again as
we speak here today.

If true justice is to be served, you would end this
process here, right here and now. But we haven't cone
here to beg you to care. 1'd like to close by uplifting
the words of Greta Thunberg, a l1l4-year-old clinate
activist from Sweden who spoke poi nted words at COP24 | ast
Decenber. "You have ignored us in the past and you wl|
i gnore us again. W have run out of excuses, and we are
running out of tinme. W have cone here to |let you know
t hat change is com ng, whether you like it or not, and the
real power belongs to the people.”

Thank you.

MS. CHARLENE APOK: (Speaking in |Inupiaq.)
My nane is Charl ene Apok. M Inupiaq nane is a Agpi k.
That there is ny son, Evan | ukwan.
| conme to you as an | nupiagq wonan. | also have a

master's in rural developnent. |'malso a doctoral
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student, and I work as a researcher, if those things
matter to you

| stand in solidarity with the GsMch'in Nation, a
soverei gn nation, original stewards to the |and which we
now call the Arctic Refuge. | oppose oil exploration in
the Arctic Refuge. What | do support is exploration of
t he under st andi ng of ecol ogi cal systenms of this place, the
rel ati onshi ps of biological and cultural diversity.

| support the exploration of understanding this whole
I nteracting system including the sacred birthi ng grounds
of the Porcupi ne caribou herd and that threats to this are
threats to all of our well-being, even those in favor of
oi | exploration.

Terns such as wildlife and this |inear way of
system-- this linear one-way system of taking statenents
does not express the sacred relations and direct
connection of the health of our |land to the people.

| wll also point out that the actions to open ANVWR
are in violation of the United Nations Decl aration on the
Ri ghts of | ndi genous People, and that these rights are
i nherent, despite any admi nistration's refusal to
acknow edge t hem

Maybe you are trying to understand ne and what |'m
saying. Maybe not. You may try with your m nd but what

you need in order to understand this is to listen with
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your heart.

Maybe you' re not understanding ne. That is okay. |
can switch ny |language. | can switch ny | anguage to one
you understand. Nunbers and econonics. | speak | nupiaq,
| speak English, and | can speak this | anguage, too.

It should be noted that nobst of the Anmerican public
Is against drilling in the Arctic Refuge, according to a
Yal e survey. The refuge is not a warehouse. Again, the
refuge i s not a warehouse, nor is it a bank. The proposed
drilling won't pay for the desired tax cuts that the state
I's seeking. The cost to explore this protected area are
expensive wth building roads and further | egal costs, as
far as | can see.

W are, in fact, in this troubled econom c spot
because of false sustainability of the oil industry.
Already fromthe '70s we see that big oil has not served
us well. We are desperate once again.

A financial analysis has shown that the average oi
price which would be needed to break even to costs are in
the high 70s per barrel. Qur current average price is
only 53 per barrel.

Anot her econonic analysis: Drilling in the Arctic
Refuge woul d yield no nore than 37 mllion over ten years,
not enough for the tax cut scam And for those who think

that this would provide jobs, even in optinmal production,
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we woul d I evel out at a max of ten years.

Because | cannot convince you of the sacredness of
this land, | will leave you with this: The bottomline is
that oil prices are too low and Arctic drilling is too
ri sky and too costly with inadequate environnental inpact
assessnents.

It's tinme you listen to the people.

MS. ELLA EDE: (Speaking in Al aska Native
| anguage.) Thank you for the opportunity to coment on
this issue. M nane is Ella Ede. | live here in
Anchorage, Alaska. | was born and raised in Al aska, and
have chosen to live here while | raise ny four children.
| strongly support the proposed oil and gas | ease program
that would allow limted activity within the nonw | der ness
portion of the coastal plain of ANVR

The future of Al aska depends on additional oil and
gas exploration. The econony of our state is reliant on
oil and gas. These are jobs for Al askans and jobs for ny
children. | amfortunate enough to |ive here and have
enj oyed a successful career working in the industry for
al nrost 30 years. | know. Can you believe that? M
husband al so works for an Al aska refining and oi
di stribution conpany.

Pol | s have consistently shown Al askans overwhel m ngly

support responsible oil and gas devel opnent in the
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nonw | derness portion of ANNR.  There is no valid reason
why we shoul d not be allowed to access the world cl ass
resources wthin just a fraction of the coastal plain.

My famly and ny friends are part of this majority
who support responsi bl e devel opnent and jobs. G| and gas
devel opnent shoul d occur here in Al aska where the
resources have been shown to exist but, nore inportantly,
where we have sone of the npbst stringent environnenta
regulations in the world. W have worked hard to protect
our resources and devel op themresponsi bly, as we have
done for the past 40 years. W wll continue to care for
t he environnment through strict regul ations and through
scientific studies.

Al askans take great pride in our nountains and our
wldlife. Tourists flock here every year to visit the
maj esty we are privileged to call hone. But | believe
this beauty can be protected and shared whil e we conti nue
to devel op our val uable natural resources. Protection of
our fish and wldlife resources wll not be conmprom sed
wth the careful environnental regulation of this
devel opnent .

|' m sure you can appreciate the inportance of
opportunity for our youth. It is the love of ny children
and their future as Al askans and Anericans that inspire ne

to provide coments on this inportant issue.
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| appreciate the chance to share ny opinion, and I
respectfully request BLMto allow the oil and gas | ease
programin ANWR for all of us, but especially for our
chi |l dren.

Wt hout jobs, we can't afford to live in this
beauti ful place. And for the record, | do not consider
nysel f cowardly or immoral by providing for ny famly.

Thank you.

M5 JUDY ELEDGE: Good afternoon. My nane
is Judy Eledge. |I'mrepresenting nyself. |I'mfrom
Anchorage, Al aska, and | want to thank you for I|istening
and giving us the opportunity to listen to all Al askans
because | think it is inportant.

|"'ma retired educator, and | have |ived and wor ked
in rural and urban Al aska since 2003. Most of those years
have been spent anong the Gm ch'in people, so |I'mvery
aware of how dear their land is to them and I'm al so
awar e of how nuch many have to depend on the assistance
fromthe State of Al aska in order to survive.

My husband has worked in the oil service industry

since 1982, and we are acutely aware of the depressed

econony in Alaska at the nmonent. But | amexcited for the
opening of the leases in ANNR It saddens ne to hear the
untruths told by the opposition. For Al askans, | rem nd
them and | ask, how do you think we will pay for things
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| i ke Medi caid expansi on, education, and that assistance |
tal ked earlier about, wthout new oil finds? Because

whet her you want to hear it or not, overwhelmngly this

state is still supported overwhelmngly with oil revenue.
| m excited because of the energy it wll put back
into a depressed Al aska econony. | do not understand the

opposition when the state of Al aska has the nobst stringent
environnental laws in the nation. And | resent the
feeling that | do not care about the land and | do not
care about the people that live there when |I have worked
and |lived anong many of them for nany years only because |
support the oil industry.

| encourage all sides to work together, particularly
t he opposition, to ensure that a robust but a safe
envi ronnent will cone because of this |easing.

Thank you.

MR, JEFF CHEN. For the record, ny nane is

Jeff Chen, and | live in Anchorage. 1'd like to give
thanks to the first peoples of this |l and, the Dena'ina
At habascan people, for allowng ne to speak, as | ama
guest on this |and.

For the record, | am opposed to oil and gas
devel opnent in the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge.
choose Alternative A no devel opnent, as that is the -- as

that's the option that nost respects the traditional ways
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of life, the sovereignty and the self-determ nati on of the
GnM ch'in and | nupi ag peopl es.

The GnM ch'in Niintsyaa 2012 resol ution declares the
entire GMch'in Nation's unified voice to protect the
bi rt hpl ace and nursery grounds of the Porcupine caribou
herd fromoil and gas devel opnment.

| request that this be recorded as a substantive
comment, followed up with an official inquiry with
translations into GM ch'in and | nupi ag | anguages.

Additionally, the GaMch'in people have a right to
subsi stence. Article 1 of the International Covenant of
Cvil and Political R ghts signed by the U S. in 1977 and
ratified in 1992 reads in part: In no case nay a people
be deprived of their own neans of subsistence. The rest
of Article 1 stresses that all peoples have the right of
sel f-determ nation, which includes economc, social and
cul tural devel opnent.

| request that this be recorded as a substantive
comment, followed up with an official inquiry with
translations into Guch'in and | nupi ag | anguages.

The BLM has ignored these assertions of sovereignty
and have nade arbitrary and capri ci ous decisions to
fast-track an i nadequate Environnental |npact Statenent
during a period of government shutdown and the holi day

season.
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| request that this be recorded as a substantive
comment, followed up with an official inquiry with
translations into GM ch'in and | nupi aq | anguages.
Furthernore, | believe the BLM has viol ated the
adm ni strative procedures act with their public neetings
announced with only four days' notice in Fairbanks.
| request that this be recorded as a substantive
comment, followed up with an official inquiry with
translations into GM ch'in and | nupi ag | anguages.
|'"d like to ask the governnment panel in front of ne a
question directly. Are you listening? Can | get a nod?
After visiting Al aska this week, can you say wth
confidence that the communities that would be nost
| npact ed by devel opnent -- can you say with confi dence
t hat these communities have given you consent to | ease
their land for oil and gas devel opnent ?
D d people give you consent? Do you want to answer
t hat ?
MR. JOE BALASH: W are not here to have a
di scussi on.
UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: It's your tine
to comment.
MR JEFF CHEN. Did you receive consent to
drill for oil and gas? You can't speak for them O

maybe you can. | don't know. They work for us. No
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answer ? (kay.
|'d like to ask the sane question to the public here.
In your heart, do you truly believe that you have consent
fromthe sovereign GaMch'in Nation for you to drill for
oil?
(Sonme audi ence nenbers say no.)
MR. JEFF CHEN. And to disrupt traditional
ways of life?
(Some audi ence nenbers say no.)
MR JEFF CHEN. Do you have consent?
(Some audi ence nenbers say no.)

MR. JEFF CHEN:. I n January the |l ast known
caribou to inhabit the Lower 48 was renoved fromthe wld.
In British Colunbia, 30 out of 54 remai ning caribou herds
are at risk of local extinction. W know definitively
that these | osses are due to industrial activity, |ogging
and oil and gas devel opnent.

In Alaska, in taking Gumch'in | eadership, we won't

allowthis. |If you think oil and gas devel opnent in the
Arctic National Wldlife Refuge will not decinmate the
Por cupi ne River caribou herd, you have been msled. | am

i n support of the Arctic Cultural and Coastal Plain
Protection Act to reverse the Trunp admi nistration's
m sgui ded interests in developing the Arctic Refuge.

| know this entire hearing is a formality, but if you
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actually listen to the people, we have solutions to create
a just transition away fromfossil fuels and to use
renewabl e energy instead. W have visions of protecting

t he Por cupine caribou herd forever into the future.

M5. MARY ANN PEASE: Good afternoon. My
nane is Mary Ann Pease, and | amthe owner of MAP
Consulting. |I'mmarried to David Pease, a |lifelong
Al askan. And ny two sons are also |lifelong Al askans.

| strongly support rapid approval of the Draft EI S of
t he coastal plain oil and gas | easi ng program

| have worked in the energy industry in Al aska for
over 15 years as a consultant. | have been an advisor to
several governors, and even with the city's electric
utility as we acquired a working interest in a gas field
to secure our energy security for our custoners.

Ol is the nost critical mainstay of the Al askan
econony. Al aska and the federal governnent need to do all
they can to pronote responsi bl e energy expl oration and
devel opnent in Alaska. The United States needs to have
abundant oil reserves that are not dependent on M ddle
East countries. The focus should be on U S. supply and,
nost inmportantly, the vast natural resources here in
Al aska, and in particular the coastal plain oil and gas
| easi ng program ar ea.

O | paves the way for a sustai nabl e econonic
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devel opnent in Alaska. It drives the econony and, as a
matter of fact, funds many of the prograns that the
naysayers screamfor. Increased oil production fromthe
Nort h Sl ope neans jobs, econom c devel opnent and

sustai nabl e fiscal security for our state.

It is inperative that drilling be allowed on the 1002
area. Industry and the state need to know what the
potential oil resource is in the region. 2,000 acres is a
tiny fraction, just .01 percent of the total ANWR area of
19.3 mllion acres, and drilling is necessary and
warranted to determ ne petroleum potential in this region.

The oil industry has a good record of responsible and
conpliant developnent in the Arctic. Exploration
conpani es are aware of the environnental concerns
surrounding their work in the Arctic.

| urge you to tinely advance the permtting process
to allow exploration in this limted area of ANWR

Thank you very nuch

MR. RICK WH TBECK: Good afternoon. M
name is Rck Whitbeck. 1'mthe state director for Power
the Future, as well as an Al askan born and Al aska resi dent
by choice for over 35 years. | amnmarried to a proud
| nupi at wonman, amthe father of an anmzing four-year-old
who is being raised to understand his culture, and have

traveled to over 120 villages off the road system
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t hroughout the state. | know Al aska.

The Departnent of the Interior and Bureau of Land
Managenent shoul d be thanked profusely by everybody in
this roomfor the scheduling of these hearings and the
| engt heni ng of the public input process. You could have
closed it as scheduled and didn't.

Especially after being held hostage in Fairbanks by a
group that had wllful disregard for fair process who used
sheer nunbers to create a bully pulpit, you stayed the
course and actually changed policy to allow for public
testi nony today.

For those of us who understand Al aska and its uni que
role in the energy comunity, we thank you for your time.

The 1002 area of ANVWR, while only a fraction of a
percent of the overall size of the refuge, is an
i ncredi bl e source of oil and gas reserves, so nmuch so that
we don't know exactly how nuch it holds. Decades, for

sure, of reserves; thousands, if not tens of thousands of

j obs, when devel oped. It would allow for state and
federal revenues. It would help with U S. energy
domi nance.

You may not realize it, but the worldw de energy
| andscape is changing for the better because the United
States is stepping up with increased production and

t echnol ogi cal i nnovati on.
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| n Decenber, America nade history to becone a net
exporter of oil and refined fuels for the first tine in
decades. It was a mlestone, according to the Wall Street
Journal. U. S. shale production has al so becone a
juggernaut in recent years, hel ping us snash oi
producti on expectations in 2018.

These wel cone devel opnents nake | ower prices at the
punp, even in Al aska, and | ess dependent on foreign oi
from dangerous areas |li ke the Mddl e East and Venezuel a.
It is inperative that America and Al aska does not rest on
its laurels for both the sake of our econony and nati onal
security. Energy dom nance i s necessary.

| see a | ot of scarves that read |isten to the
people. Let's do that. Let's listen to the people who
are nost affected by opening the specific 1002 area of
ANVR. It is the Inupiat. It is those villages across the
North Sl ope who have lived in the area for mllennia,
subsisting off both the land and the sea. Not only do the
| nupi at support responsi bl e resource devel opnent and the
openi ng of the 1002 area of ANWR, but they do so wth a
nearly unified voi ce.

In closing, nearly two-thirds of Al aska historically,
when pol | ed, whether by pollsters |leaning left or right,
by outside groups or frominside the state, they support

responsi bl e devel opnent in ANVR  Let ne say that again.
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Pol i ng shows two-thirds of Al askans support responsible
resource devel opnent in ANVR. Doesn't natter who does it.
That's the nunber.

| ask you to nove forward with the EI'S under
Alternative B, bringing | ease opportunities to bear in
2020 and ultimately allow ng for responsible oil and gas
drilling in that small section of the Arctic National
Wl dlife Refuge.

Thank you all for your tinme.

MS. ENElI PETER  ( Speaking in Al aska

Nati ve | anguage.) | just introduced nyself. M nane is
Enei Peter. |'m Navajo and D ne' O odham M/ children
are Navajo, D ne' Oodham and GMch'in fromthe vill age
of Arctic Vill age.

| stand up here today to speak on their behal f, ny
chil dren, who have grown up hunting and fishing, in Arctic
Village on their traditional territories, on their
ancestral lands, to say that, you know, due process has
not been done. W need a better process. W need a
suppl enental -- we need suppl enent docunentation in the
El S.

The EIS that |'ve seen, the Draft EIS, is inadequate
in so many places. There is a nunber of points on clinmate
change, environnental justice. These sections of the EI S

are not adequate.
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We need suppl enmental reporting before a final EI S
should cone out. W need those reports to be transl ated
into GMch'in and I nupiaq. You know, I work with a |ot of
people all over the state, and there is a |ot of folks
here saying -- there are sone fol ks here saying that al
t he people of the north support devel opnment in the refuge,
which is not true. There are many people all over the
north who want to protect -- that is their land. That's
their hunting and fishing grounds. They don't want that
area poi soned, poll uted.

But there is an oil industry that is silencing
peopl e's voices, that is threatening to take people's jobs
away iIf they stand up to say these things. You talk
about, you know, a hostage situation. All of Alaska is
bei ng held at economic -- in an econom c hostage situation
because we are all dependent on an oil industry, a single
econony. How is that smart planning for our future?

This is an econony that 30 years ago people said this
Is going to -- this isn't going to last, and we are seeing
that now. How? How can we not have the foresight to see
that this econony is not going to last if it's just based
on oil and gas devel opnent ?

W have to take steps to transition now. And that
means we don't need to pollute nore water and threaten

food security for the GMch'in people and the I nupiaq
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people. This is food security that wll |ast far beyond
this nonetary econony that we already know right nowis
|l eaving us in a hole in this state.

Yeah. W know. We know we are dependent on oil and
gas. And who has left us there? This process that has
kept us dependent on oil and gas has left us in this hole
where now our state is cutting education dollars, is
cutting all of these things that help us to grow just to
keep their addiction to oil. So no, it is not a snmart
econom ¢ plan to continue with business as usual, oil and
gas busi ness.

One of the things that's inadequate in your Draft EIS
I's the science around climte change. Oay. So not
only -- not only is it poor econom c planning to not
actually have Alternative A as an option, but it's also
poor planning for us as a civilization on this earth.
Right? So because it's not inthis EIS -- 1"l go ahead
and read part of what the scientists have said so that it
can naybe go into this report. Okay?

So this is part of the I PCC special report. R ght?
This is the international -- Intergovernnental Panel on
Climte Change. Right? It says: Limting global warm ng
to 1.5 degrees Celsius would require rapid, far-reaching
and unprecedented changes in all aspects of society.

The I PCC said in a new assessnent: Wth cl ear
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benefits to people and nature ecosystens, |limting gl obal
warmng to 1.5 degrees Cel sius conpared to two degrees
Cel si us woul d go hand-in-hand with ensuring a nore
sust ai nabl e and equitabl e soci ety.

The I ntergovernnmental Panel said this: The special
report on global warm ng of 1.5 degrees Cel sius approved
by I PCC says that with nore than 6,000 scientific
references cited and the dedi cated contri bution of
t housands of experts and government viewers worl dw de,
this report testifies to the breadth and policy rel evance
of the IPCC. 91 authors and review editors from 40
countries prepared the | PCC report.

One of the key nessages that cones out very strongly
fromthis report is that we are already seeing the
consequences of one degree Cel sius of global warm ng
t hrough nore extrene weather, rising sea |levels, and
dim nishing Arctic sea ice, anpbng ot her changes.

The report highlights a nunber of climte change
I npacts that could be avoided by limting gl obal warm ng
to 1.5 degrees Cel sius conpared to two degrees Cel sius.
For instance, by 2100, gl obal sea levels would rise by ten
centineters -- would levels rise would be 10 centineters
| ower with global warm ng at 1.5 degrees Cel sius as
conpared to two degrees Cel sius.

The |i kelihood of an Arctic Ccean free of sea ice in
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summer woul d be once per century for global warmng of 1.5
degrees Cel sius conpared with at | east once per decade
with two degrees Celsius. Coral reefs would decline by 70
to 90 percent with global warm ng of 1.5 degrees Cel si us,
whereas virtually all would be lost with two degrees
Celsius. Limting global warm ng woul d al so gi ve peopl e

I N ecosystens nore roomto adapt.

So the point of this report, right, is that we cannot
continue to take out any nore fossil fuels if we are going
to reach the 1.5 -- if we are going to reach the two
degrees Cel sius marker point. And already at two degrees
Cel sius, science across the gl obe has shown that the
Arctic will be nelting faster, will be inpacted nore
extrene even at two degrees Celsius rise. W have to
be -- we have to be aimng for lower than that. That
nmeans we cannot take any nore fossil fuels out of the
ground and have those be burned and continuing climate
change.

So not only -- not only is this a nmatter of gl obal
climate catastrophe and this science report has estinated
that in 13 years if we do not -- governnents around the
worl d do not take up this challenge of neeting the 1.5,
that in 13 years we are going to see najor crisis. W are
going to see refugees noving. W are already seeing that

i n Al aska.
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You know, this is -- this -- this process here that
you are proposing -- and | know that this is part of the
Trunmp adm nistration, and you all are doing your job, but
| think that you -- we need an Alternative A. W need no
action. That's what people are demandi ng.

Yet sone people who are paid by the oil industry want
to keep those jobs for eight years, maybe. W are
t hi nki ng | ong-term about the future of people's food
security. Long-term Right? It's not about eight years'
worth of incone and jobs. And again, it's poor economc
pl anni ng for Al aska to be banking off of this one area.

We need to take steps now to transition our econony away
fromthis hostage situation.

| just also want to close by just reflecting on the
| ong history that our peoples have. | know that | nyself
amfrom-- is not fromthis land. M children and ny
husband, ny partners, people are fromthis -- that |and up
there. And they have depended on that -- that cari bou,
not only for food security, but for their entire cultural
ways.

There was a relationship that they had had with the
| nupi aqg people to caretake for those caribou. And | know
that there are people from Kaktovi k who stand with us to
protect their lands. 1've heard their voices. |1've heard

t hem speak quietly about the fact that, if they speak
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| oudly, the oil industry will take their job away, wll
pull their funding for schools.

So the threats that are bei ng nade upon peopl e who do
live up there, that needs to al so be taken seriously. How
can denocracy continue if they are -- if the oil industry
iIs allowed to bully the people of those conmunities?

As a Navajo worman, as a Dine' woman -- our people
have a story of our people's -- our relatives up here. W
recogni ze that we canme fromthe sane people. Long before
this history that is witten was nade, we cane fromthe
sane people. W traveled south. W travel ed back and
forth. W know this land. Qur peoples mgrated this
| and. We knew how to care take for this | and.

W are in a tinme of great transition. That
transition is not only econonmic and it's not only clinmate
transition; it's economc transition. W nust -- we nust
transition to a new econony, and we nust listen to the
peopl es of that |and. They are experts. W nust |isten
to GM ch'in people, |nupiaqg people.

W need you to also translate all of this into
| nupiag and Ga ch'in. And the people who conme up to speak
in GMch'in and | nupiag, fromwhat | understand, their
comments are not being translated into English. So |I hope
that you will take the tine to translate their conments

into English so that you can respond to those comments, as
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| nupiag or GMch'in, it's hard to articulate their
concerns in English. R ght?

And that's -- we have this long history of
col oni zation, right, that cane and deci ded how to take
our -- kind of have these very interesting ways of
assimlating our people and educating our people in this
western way and nmaking us really dependent on this one
nonet ary econony.

So taking that into consideration also in this EIS,
that there is this long history that, yeah, now people
depend on this noney and, yes, we need our people to have
jobs; but also there is a |long process of unreconciled
hi story of taking, you know. And that |and, yeah, that
| and i s Kaktovik, is |Inupiaq people's |ands. W stand
wth -- we stand with I nupiaq people. W stand with the
peopl e of Kaktovi k who want to protect their |ands.

We have heard them say they are concerned about their

60

berry picking areas, their water, their fish. And we have

heard them al so say that, yeah, this is -- this is their

sovereign right to have self-determ nation over their

territories, not an oil conpany's right to bully theminto

what their rights are, but the people that are there to
have their right to decide what to do with their | ands.

We stand with those people, as well.

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

61

W stand with the Gum ch'in people, who depend on the
cari bou and who depend on the clean water. And we stand
with all the people in the world who want to conti nue past
13 years, while our children want to conti nue to have
cl ean water, have oceans that are functioning.

| was in None a couple years ago, and there was no
ice in the mddle of Decenber on the ocean. And an el der
cane up to ne and she said the nmammal s, the sea ani nal s,
are in trauma. They have no place to have their babies.
They don't know what's happening. The -- our marine
relatives are in trauma, and so we are in trauna.

So | urge you to do better on the climate, climte
section. | know |l would |love to see a suppl enental report
of that climte section. The environnental justice
section is inadequate. You know, environnental justice
neans that the peoples who are there have prior and
i nforned consent, right, that they are bei ng consulted.

And yeah, we know that sone of them-- sone of -- you
have brought sone people in as, what, consulting agencies,
right? But this process is actually not listening to
them It's not stopping this -- this devel opnent, which
is what they want. So nore suppl enental reporting before
a final draft.

And with that, 1'll say thank you.

MS. JANIS BRONSON: Thank you very nuch
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Thank you for listening. M nane is Janis Bronson. | am
alifetine Alaskan, and | al so have two young adult
daughters who -- and a husband whose future and jobs I
care about .

And therefore, | oppose drilling in the Arctic
Refuge, prinmarily for the reasons that the previous
speaker gave about the clinmate. | grewup -- | went to
Wasilla H gh School, graduated in 1977. It was right when
t he pipeline was opening. W had a | ot of resources.
feel super grateful, or | did feel super grateful to grow
up with so nuch oil wealth, but | feel |ike now that we
know what the burning of fossil fuels is doing to our
climate, that the responsible thing to do is to use |ess
and less of that. |If we are building infrastructure and
new projects, that it should not be of the type where we

are devel opi ng new oil fiel ds.

| think Al aska has a bright future. | love it here.

| know you are tired. | wll just |eave you with one
comment -- or | imagine you are tired. Mybe not -- |I'm
going to |l eave with one comment that I'd |i ke addressed in

the EI'S, please. And that is that | would |like the
Envi ronmental | npact Statenent to pl ease include the
i npact that the use of the fossil fuels would have, not
just the climate inpact that producing the fossil fuels

woul d have. Is that clear?
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Thank you very nuch
MS. SUSAN CULLI NEY: Hel | o. My nanme is

Susan Culliney. I'mthe Policy Director for Audubon
Al aska, which is the Al aska state office for the National
Audubon Soci ety. Audubon has over 4,000 nmenbers here in
Al aska and about 400, 000 nenbers nati onw de.

Audubon opposes fossil fuel developnment in the Arctic
National WIldlife Refuge. Speaking to today's
envi ronnental review process, we also find the Draft
Envi ronment al | npact Statenent deficient in its analysis
of oil and gas leasing on the coastal plain. Audubon w Il
also contribute to witten comments, but | want to today
hi ghlight a few of the many problenms in the EIS.

First, the coastal plain provides essential habitat
for mllions of birds and supports a w de diversity of
wat er birds, shore birds, song birds, raptors and other
gui l ds. However, the BLM s analysis of inpacts to birds
m sses entire aspects of the necessary analysis. So for
I nstance, the EI'S provides no maps of birds ot her than
snow geese. The spatial data do exist to provide the
public with the depiction of how birds use the coastal
pl ai n and how t he devel opnent scenari os woul d i npact them
Thi s visual and spatial conparison is vital for the public
and for the agency to understand and anal yze the i npacts.

Second, the EIS | acks basic scientific reference for
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many topics. For instance, in the four paragraphs on the
I npacts of oil spills on birds, this short section
entirely |lacks footnotes or any reference to scientific
literature. There is an unfortunate abundance of
scientific study of the inpact of oil spills on birds, and
t he agency nust | ook at and reference that infornmation in
its explanation of the inpact. And this deficiency is
seen throughout the EIS.

Finally, the EIS does not |limt devel opnent to 2,000
acres on the coastal plain as required by the 2017 Tax
Act. The EI'S woul d count gravel roads, pipeline supports,
and drill pads towards the 2,000 acres, but would not
count gravel mnes or ice roads, two types of
infrastructure that are inpactful. The EI'S woul d count
t he devel opnent acreage "at any given time," neaning that
as i npacted acres are supposedly recl ai med, those acres
woul d no | onger count toward the 2,000 limt. Mre acres
coul d be devel oped, and the cunul ative inpact of acreage
woul d be far greater than 2,000 acres.

Nor does the EIS clearly explain how the agency w ||
track the acreage through time and howit will hold
conpani es accountable. And finally the EI'S does not count
t he acres of indirect inpacts from dust, thernokarst,
noi se, oil spills and other inpacts that reach far beyond

that direct footprint.
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The EI'S does not Iimt devel opnent to 2,000 acres,
does not explain howa Ilimt would work, and al so sinply
reveals that the very notion of limting the inpacts of
devel opnent on the coastal plain 2,000 acres is fal se.

Speaking narrowy of this DEIS, the agency shoul d not
nove forward with the | easi ng program under this EIS,
gi ven the inaccuracies, scientific gaps, and w ong
I nformati on. Speaking nore broadly on this issue, Audubon
opposes fossil fuel developnent in the refuge, and we urge
all branches of governnent to do everything in their power
to restore protections for the Arctic National WIldlife
Ref uge.

Thank you for your time.

MR. BEN SULLENDER: Hey t here. I " m Ben
Sul | ender from Anchorage, Al aska, and | want to first
t hank you guys for changing the format of the neeting to
allow for public comments. | appreciate that. And thank

you so nmuch for your tine. Got to be exhausting being up

there all day. So we appreciate it. Thank you.

| am speaking on nmy own behalf. I'ma biologist, I'm
a backpacker, and I'm a packrafter. 1've hiked from
Arctic Village to Kaktovik. |'ve spent tinme packrafting

both the Ckpilak and the Hul ahula Rivers, and |I've hiked
peaks overl ooki ng the coastal plain in the 1002 area.

| " m speaki ng today broadly in opposition to oil and
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gas leasing and, in particular, |I'mdismyed by the

I naccurate analysis fromthe Draft EIS. |'mrequesting
that the EIS nore conpletely and explicitly account for
the full extent of industrial inpacts fromAlternatives B,
C and D.

Much of ny concerns have to do with the discrediting
of industrial inpacts on ecol ogy and recreational val ues.
The cl earest exanple of this is the 2,000-acre nyth, which
we have heard a | ot about today, both from Susan and a | ot
of the other industry speakers earlier today. G| and gas
devel opnent, even if constrained to a curul ati ve footprint
of 2,000 acres, would have | andscape-scale inpacts far
exceedi ng that nom nal acreage.

Today | want to tal k about three main aspects of
t hose | andscape-scale inpacts. First off, oil devel opnment
wthin the 1002 area woul d conprom se w | derness val ues,
as well as recreational opportunities across the Mllie
Beattie W1l derness portion of the Al aska National WIldlife
Refuge. Since its establishnment in 1960, a core purpose
of the refuge is to conserve w | derness and recreational
values. This was further underscored in 1980 with the
passage of AN LCA and establishment of formal wil derness
areas. The reason that you go there is to go sonewhere
wld away fromurban sprawl and industrial spraw.

But if devel opnent were to occur within the 1002
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area, for exanple, after traveling to the nost renote
nount ain range in Al aska, the Brooks Range, and scaling to
the top of M. Chanberlin about 9,000 feet tall, you would
pl ai nly see buildings or bridges across the Canning Delta.
And the reason is sinple: north of the Brooks there is
not much topographic relief. It's pretty hard to hide a
150-foot tall nobile drill rig or even a 50-foot tal
processing facility.

Say you are not nmuch of a nountai neer, so rather than
M. Chanberlin, you prefer a gentle float. If you are
attenpting to float down, for exanple, the Hul ahul a R ver.
In the course of your otherw se scenic float, you would
all of a sudden round a bend and have infrastructure
reari ng up over the horizon with industry serving
hel i copters and fixed-wing aircraft buzzing back and forth
overhead. Not exactly the idyllic surroundi ngs you were
envisioning in a federally designated w | derness area.

So all of a sudden that 2,000 acres would actually
i nvol ve far nore area in terns of conprom sing w | derness
and recreation. You would be building in plain sight of
the tall est peaks and the nost renote rivers in the Brooks
Range. For 60 years, the refuge has provided for
W | derness recreation. This EI'S process would conprom se
the | egacy built throughout those decades.

A second way to consider the fallacy of the
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2,000-acre nyth is froma biological standpoint. |I'ma
career biologist, |I have published peer review papers, and
|' ve conbed through decades of literature on caribou
nmovenent and habitat use. There is unequivocal scientific
evidence that oilfield infrastructure, such as pipelines
and gravel roads, seasonally negatively inpacts mgration
for parturient cari bou.

You can see pictures of nale caribou trying to
shelter under pipelines. For the nbost part, those are in
the mddle of the summer and the m ddl e of npbsquito or
bl ack fly season. |If you were getting hit with those sane
I nsects, you wouldn't hesitate to | ook for respite in sone
crazy places, either. But attenpting to pull scientific
conclusions from an occasional photo is really not science
at all.

So one final way to think about that 2,000-acre nyth
is nmaybe a little nore graphic. As oil industry knows,
not all areas are the sane. Due to various geol ogi ca
factors, sone places have far nore oil than others. The
sane thing goes for biology and ecol ogy. Sonme pl aces on
t he | andscape have nuch nore ecol ogi cal value. The
problemis that for the entire eastern Arctic ecosystem
t hese ecol ogi cal val ues are condensed into the 1002 area.
So no matter where you put those 2,000 acres, you are

going to hit sonething inportant.
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So here is that graphic nmetaphor: Rather than
extracting oil fromthe ground, think about extracting
sonething froma person. Even if it's areally small
amount you are going for, a few square inches instead of
that 2,000 acres, and it m ght seeminsignificant when you
| ook at everywhere you have to choose from if those few
square inches are targeted squarely at your heart, that's
going to |l eave a mark, and that's not just here.

The 1002 area is the heart of the Arctic National
WIldlife Refuge. To cut into that heart would conproni se
the entire system | expect to see that spelled out
plainly in the next draft of the EIS so that everyone
under st ands t he | andscape-scal e i npacts of cutting into
the Arctic Refuge's wld heart.

Thank you.

MS. SARA THOVAS: (Speaking in I nupiaq.)

Good afternoon, everyone. |'mjust practicing ny |nupiaqg.
As | just said, | live in Uqgiagvik. 1've lived there
since | was ten years old. | have a degree in
international relations that | received from University of
Hawai i Manoa. |'ma rural devel opnent student at UAF
currently. |I'm studying |Inupiaq | anguage, and in rural
devel opnent, |'m studyi ng sustai nabl e communi ti es.
Sol'm-- I"'malso a nother. (Speaking in |Inupiag.)

My five children are I nupiaq. M husband is Inupiaq.
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And |'m here today to speak on ny own behalf. No one
I's paying ne to be here. |1'mhere because | care. And
' m here because | see a big problem M husband, he
doesn't want to cone to this neeting. He doesn't think
it'"s going to matter. He's already seen his elders over
and over saying we don't want this. And he doesn't think
t hat anyone is |istening.

And | -- | can't help but feel really sad that I
think that's kind of true because, like |I said at the
Ut gi agvik neeting that | went to that was very, very snal
because we had very little notice -- and, in fact, | got
the notice in the mail on Friday after the neeting was on
Wednesday.

Qur community cares, and we are very divided. To ne,
this divisionit's in-- it's a division of the
envi ronnent and the econony. And this is what we are
dealing with. W have been conpartnentalized to think
that the environment and the econony are separate.
don't want to cone here today to be against anything. [|'m
not against -- I'mnot against -- I'mtrying to be for
things. Right? Al though there is a struggle. And | just
want you guys to understand that the struggle is real and
it's valid.

So I'mhere today in support of all the people who

haven't had a voice in this and who don't feel like it
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matters. They don't feel like their voice matters. | --
I'"mstanding in solidarity wwth the GMch'in Nati on who

has been unwavering in their asking, please stop. This

|l and is not the land. 1In their |anguage, this land is the
sacred place where |life begins. |If that doesn't evoke
sone kind of -- thisis a -- this is their place nane. It

IS sacred to them

They have been unwavering. And nmany | nupi aq people
have al so been unwavering. Many noni ndustry | nupi aq
peopl e have been unwavering. And even nmany ASRC
shar ehol ders, of which ny famly is, we have been
unwavering. W don't want this ongoi ng assault on the
| and. We don't want it.

| would |ike to ask that you pl ease consider the no

drilling option that you are saying is not an option. And
you are not listening to the people. Those -- that man
who said earlier -- | apologize for interrupting whoever

he was when | said it's alie. But it is alie.
Two-thirds of the people do not want ANVR to be drill ed
in. | study surveys, and |I know this. 70 percent of
people in Anerica, in the US., don't want ANVR to be
opened.

| believe -- although the surveys are not concl usive
in the North Sl ope because we know we don't take surveys.

W don't want themto keep studying. The people don't
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want to keep being an experinent. But | believe that the
majority of the people do not want this.

Many people on the North Slope will tell you that we

need this oil noney. W need it for our continued -- to
fix all of our crunmbling infrastructure. | can tell you,
| agree. | live in a flood zone right now at NARL in a
pretty poorly naintai ned hone of two bedroons that | have
nmy famly of seven in. It's -- it's cozy. But I'm

telling you that we know the infrastructure is crunbling.
Qur sw nmm ng pool for our conmmunity has been broken for
two years now. We don't know why.

Ckay. They are saying we need the oil. W need to
keep pushing for oil to fix our crunbling infrastructure.
And |I''m asking you right now -- because | see this as an
addi cti on i ssue because we have so many addi ctions that we
are dealing with in our communities where the trauma has
been so vast.

Wiere -- | have this question: Were did the noney

go so far? If we have crunbling infrastructure, we

can't -- we don't even have noney to fix it, and we are
just going to -- and we got so nuch fromthe previous oi
devel opnent, so what -- where did it go?

W know. W know there is a huge weal th inbal ance
problem and it's not just national. |It's not just

global. It's in our own comunities. W know that this
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noney fromthe previ ous devel opment has fuel ed greed and
corruption.

We know -- we know that oil and gas devel opnent, that
oil and gas extraction, is inherently not sustainable.
This is a nonrenewabl e resource. There is now currently
50 years left without going into all the sacred spaces.

50 years until we are going to run out of oil, and we are
still just trying to get nore oil. It is inherently
nonsust ai nabl e to extract nonrenewabl e resources.

" m not even going to go into the whole clinmate
change thing because | think a few others have touched on
that pretty well.

We are not agai nst progress. I ' m not agai nst
progress. | enjoy flying, traveling. | enjoy driving. |
shoul dn't have to nake those choices to not nove, to not
travel because | don't want the earth to be destroyed any
longer. 1'musing -- I'"'mtrying to use what resources |
have avail able to nake the nost out of ny life. And we
want better options. W do. W want alternative
energies. W are not even hardly investing in themon the
North Slope. W have a ot of wind. W have a | ot of
sun. W are not investing because the corruption is so
heavy. W are so used to this easy noney.

And we are -- and we are sick. Qur oceans are sick.

You can wal k around in Utqiagvik, walk around and see.
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Conme, please. | invite you to cone visit if you have
never been, and I'l|l take you to wal k on the beach and
| ook around, and you will see a lot of plastic bags in the
ocean. And it's beautiful. GCkay. But the ocean and the

tundra, there is plastic all over. And this is global.
We know this is a global problem W know that the oi

I ndustry has been exploitive fromday one in the U S.,

around t he gl obe.

People said it was God's will to take this land from
t he people, fromthe indi genous people and to ever explore
and expand for progress.

The problemis that this has been happening at the
expense of the whole for a snmall mnority. W all know
t his.

So I'"'mhere today. 1'd like to tell -- 1'd like to
assert that the Inupiaq and the GMch'in traditional
values that we are all connected, that the earth is
sacred, is valid.

The concern of the inpacts, of which we can't fully
know because we cannot tell the future -- could they have
known that the Exxon Val dez was goi ng to happen? They
could not have known that. They probably had a really
great bunch of their experts saying that it was not ever
going to happen and it didn't, and then sonething is going

to happen. W know that. And these concerns are valid.
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The belief that Mother Earth is sacred, ny belief
that Mother Earth is sacred and it's ny responsibility to
speak up for those that cannot, this is valid. And I
t hank you for giving nme this opportunity to assert that,
that we are valid in our beliefs.

Qur U. S. Congress, the president and nany of the oi
and gas conpani es, representatives of ASRC and ot her
Native -- Native nultinational corporations that are
attached to the U. S. governnent, they are acting on
personal interests. They have from day one, and |I'm sorry
to say.

| have this question for you: |If you are acting on

behal f of a corporation today, if you are here speaking in

favor of drilling on these |ands that the Gum ch'in have
said to please do not drill in this area, this is the
cal ving grounds, |I'm asking you to please question
yoursel f.

You gentl enen on this panel right now, are you going
to receive financial benefit fromthis action? | actually
really want to know how nuch i nvestnent you gentl enen,
especially, have in the oil industry.

| think I've said enough, so I"mjust going to stop
t al ki ng now.

MR. CHAD RICKLEFS: |In order for Mary, the

court reporter, to do the best job that she can do, we're
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going to give her a five-minute break here so that she can
rest her hands a little bit here so she can cone back
fresh for our next speakers. So let's say we cone back
here at 3:40. |It's 3:33 now. Thank you.
(A break was taken.)

MS. AMY LEWS:. A few quick things. Just
a rem nder that we al so have a court reporter stationed
back here for testinony, too, if you would |ike to speak
one-on-one. Right now we are on No. 30. W have a | ot of
peopl e that have taken tickets that would |ike to speak,
so when you conme up here, just be respectful and m ndf ul
that there are a |l ot of people that would still like to
get their testinony heard tonight.

And if you don't know if your nunber is going to get
call ed, you can also utilize the court reporter in the
back or one of our conputers or a witten comment opti on.

CGo ahead.

M5. M CHELLE LEBEAU: M chell e LeBeau.
| ' m speaki ng on ny own behalf today. 1| live in Anchorage,
and |' mchoosing to raise ny young famly here in Al aska.
And | strongly oppose oil and gas | easing programin the
Arctic Refuge. G| and gas devel opnent does not belong in
the Arctic Refuge, a place established to protect
w ldlife, recreation and subsistence values. | have

personally been to the Arctic Refuge, and | know this
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public land is too special to sell to the oil conpani es.

' mal so concerned that this process does not even
begin to address the significant inpacts that oil and gas
devel opnent will create for birds and other wildlife.

| urge you to halt this |easing program

MS. MARA@ DASHEVSKY: H . M nane is

Mar gi Dashevsky. W are assenbl ed today on Dena'ina | and,
and the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge is Inupiat |and
that is sacred to the GaMch'in people because it is the
sacred place where |ife begins.

For the GaMch'in Nation, protecting the Arctic Refuge
Is a matter of food security, self-determ nation and
ultimately cultural survival. The proposed oil and gas
devel opnent in the refuge is a direct affront to their
Nat i ve sovereignty.

I"'ma lifelong Al askan. | have been fighting to
protect the Arctic Refuge since | was 16 years old. |
gat hered petitions as a sophonore in high school and sent
themto ny senators. |t doesn't matter how many tines we
wn. W only have to | ose once. This is the | esson that
|'ve learned fromthis lifelong fight.

" m here to advocate for the best interests of
nyself, ny fell ow Al askans, and the future generati ons who
I nhabit our state and our planet. Drilling in the Arctic

Refuge prioritizes the short-terminterests of industry at
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the sacrifice of the long-termstability of our public
| ands and cl i mate.
"' m | ooking at you, and |I know that you are
har d- wor ki ng, intelligent people who care. And | wonder
if I can reach your heart to care about these | ands that

are so precious. M parents cane to Al aska as scientists,

field researchers. My nomis a botanist. M dad is a
geologist. | grew up steeped in the world of science.
I'"mtrained as a science educator. | translate that

jargon and nake it accessible and rel evant and conpel ling
to young peopl e.

And the way that the systens of know edge and how we
are presenting this information privileges western science
over i ndigenous know edge is oppressive. And there are so
many opportunities within the real mof science education
to support our indigenous youth in their sense of worth
and to directly conbat the astronom cal rates of suicide,
mental health, nental illness, these are top, top
priorities, and these are things that noney can't buy,
devel oping a tiny anmount of oil in the Arctic won't buy.

But by investing in these young people in their
future, we can support their self-determ nation, their
sense of self-worth. And a vital part of that is how we
hol d t hese know edge systens together, both indi genous

| ocal know edge that is passed through generations and has
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a climate record that shows us that our Al aska that we
care about so deeply is changing.

| grew up in Fairbanks. | don't renenber it ever
raining in the wintertime. One of the things that | |ove
nost is cross-country skiing, and now it rains every
w nter and the snowis gone. That's really superfici al
and that doesn't matter conpared to food security, food
sovereignty and the | ost know edge every tine an Al aska
Nati ve | anguage goes dormant. And | choose that word
carefully. They are not goi ng extinct.

My own Jewi sh heritage, we have a -- the Hebrew
| anguage is alive and a |iving | anguage after being
dormant for many, many years. So our Al aska Native
| anguages are a treasure trove of this |ocal know edge
t hat nmust be stewarded and saf eguarded. And how can you
separate that world view, that |anguage, fromthis |and.

And so the Arctic National WIdlife Refuge, the
reason that we are all here today, is absolutely a vital
link in the cultural survival and well-being of the
GmM ch'in Nation.

| stand here today to voice ny opposition to any oi
and gas exploration or developnent in the Arctic National
WIldlife Refuge. The urgency of the climate crisis
demands unprecedented action. Watever unknown quantity

of oil lying beneath the coastal plain and the 1002 area
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should stay in the ground and out of our atnosphere.

|'mhere to use ny voice to defend the sacred | ands
and waters that sustain us all. The fact that the no
action alternative is not currently under consideration
due to the requirenents of the Tax Act fundanentally
corrupts this process. The fact that we have, what, a
45-day comment period right now and it should be 120 days
Is further corruption to this process.

This Draft Environnental |npact Statement is grossly
I nadequat e because it fails to address concerns raised
during the scoping process and the action alternatives
offer nmuch nore acreage than required by the Tax Act
anyway.

Despite the over 700,000 scoping coments that were
submitted, the Draft Environnental |npact Statenent has
substantial flaws, including substantial gaps in the
scientific baseline. It conflicts with the refuge's other
pur poses. The analysis of the inpacts is inadequate,

I ncluding clinmate change, as Enei so el oquently

hi ghlighted earlier. It fails to offer a reasonabl e range
of alternatives. W need to have a no action alternative
and change the mandate fromthe Tax Act. And ultimately
it has not been translated into Al aska Native | anguages.

Therefore, the BLM should create a suppl enent al

Envi ronnmental | npact Statenent and translate it into
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| nupi ag and Gm ch' i n.

Pl ease record this as a substantive comment and
translate it into Al aska Native | anguages.

The BLMis cranm ng what should be a nmultiyear
process with lots of public input into a single year. The
fact that scheduling hearings continued during the
gover nnent shut down, even though the public had no way to
get ahold of BLMofficials, is egregious. And now with
| ease sales loomng, | want oil conpani es and t he banks
that finance themto know that they are risking public
backl ash because the majority of Ameri cans oppose
drilling.

| speak from ny professional expertise as a science
teacher wwth a master's in education. | consider
addressing climte change the greatest chall enge we face.
And pursuing a just transition to a sustainable and
regenerative econony is the greatest opportunity before
us.

| currently work in support of Al askan youth who care
deeply about the health and wel | -bei ng of our home state.
The next generation of Al askan | eaders are dependi ng on us
to diversify Alaska's econony so that we don't have to
face this fal se choice between econom c prosperity and oil
extraction. An intact Arctic National WIldlife Refuge is

a |l egacy we should all be proud to | eave them
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| urge you to use your power as you sit at this table
today in Alaska on Dena'ina |land in our beautiful state
and reconsi der how we can change the situation we find
ourselves in, change the mandate so that a no action path
is avail able for those of us living today and for those of
us yet to cone.

Can you stand to have oil drilling in your backyard?
What woul d that be like for the first year? The next
seven years? It inpacts the aninmals and their sensitivity
wll be sone of the first signs of these inpacts. And
killing the animals kills the people. So your opportunity
here is to change the future and support a | egacy that we
can all be proud of.

Those nost i npacted by potential oil and gas
devel opnent in the Arctic Refuge should have full and
prior and i nfornmed consent. The Inupiaq and Gamch'in
peopl e depend on these lands for their survival.

Al'l docunentation, Draft Environnmental | npact
St at enent i ncluded, presentati ons and public hearings
should be fully translated into the | anguages of GMmch'in
and | nupiagq. Hard copies of the Draft Environnental
| npact Statenment nust be nore readily available. Online
docunents are not enough. They do not provi de adequate
access to information to those with poor to no I|nternet

access. Hard copies nust be nade avail abl e.
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The food security of the Inupiag and the GMch'in
people will be threatened by oil and gas devel opnent on
the coastal plain. That's the last renmaining five percent
of northern Al aska that's not been devel oped.

d obal science reports agree that climte change is
t he biggest threat to hunanity. W nust not continue to
exacerbate the inpacts by furthering any new fossil fuel
devel opnent. GO and gas devel opnent in the Arctic Refuge
Is counter to scientific climate action.

| stand here today in solidarity and trenendous
respect and gratitude to the Gam ch'in people who have been
| eading this fight for ny lifetime. The Gm ch'in peopl e,
who have depended on the resources of the Arctic National
Wldlife Refuge since tine imenorial are united in their
opposition to oil and gas devel opnent in the coastal
plain. Their way of life is inextricably linked to the
cari bou of this place, the sacred place where |ife begins.
Protecting the Porcupine caribou herd is a matter of human
rights and food security. Many beings' way of |life are at
st ake here.

Since it was first federally protected by President
Ei senhower in 1960, the Arctic Refuge has been one of our
nation's nost inportant protected areas.

My m ddl e nane given ne by ny parents is Nul arvi k.

It's an Inupiaq word. It neans, literally translated,
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tent site. And as | have grown ol der and becone nore
connected with ny Inupiaq friends and community cone to
understand that canpsite is ny western col oni zed way of
under standi ng that word. And really it neans hone,

because peopl e nove through this land, and the entire | and

I s hone.

So ny mddle nane is sonething that, I'll admt, |
was kind of enbarrassed by it in mddle school. You know,
peopl e make fun of things that stand out. [It's sonething

that | am proud of today because it represents ny

connection to this land and it's sonething that, as a

white person, | recognize is of another culture and a

community that | stand here to uplift and advocate for the

people who will be nost inpacted by this oil devel opnent.
Wien | was in mddle school, | went backpacking in

the Arctic Refuge with ny famly. M little brother was
barely able to carry the oatneal for our breakfast, and |
was 12 and proud | could carry all ny own gear and food
for the group. And we traversed the Sadl erochit
Mount ains. We went al ong the base of the Nul arvik R ver,
where ny parents first fell in love with the vast expanses
of Al aska.

And that w de open space is sonething that is
qui ntessential of what we call w | derness and what we

strive to protect. And as an environnentalist, as a
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conservationist, that land is so vital because of the

rel ati onship that people have to capital Ww I derness.

And these wild places have al ways been inhabited. And the
connection of people to place is what this Arctic Refuge
can protect.

And being able to share that experience with you
today is inportant because not very many peopl e have the
opportunity to travel to those beautiful lands. And the
i npacts that oil, even just the exploration, has on that
sensitive vegetati on does irreparable danage. M nobm as a
bot ani st uses satellite inmagery to | ook at the seismc
trails that are left fromthe 1980s exploration, and those
trails have permanently altered the water hydrol ogy. They
have thawed the pernmafrost and, as a result, that
depression collects water so you have a positive feedback
cycle where the land is scarred and you can see it from
satellites.

That is the sort of inpact that is going to happen if
this goes forward. And so it is within our hands. The
tine is now to change this process.

The fact that the scoping was conpleted in just five
nmont hs and Congress authorized four years before the
mandat ed | ease sale calls into question whether the Trunp
adm nistration is conducting this Environnental | npact

Statenent process in good faith with adequate attention to
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public input and science and in conpliance with the | aw
The abbreviated tinmeline and analysis for the
Envi ronment al | npact Statenent appears to be the
consequence in part of Trunmp adm nistration policies and
Acting Secretary Bernhardt's guidance that arbitrarily
requi red the study contractor to confine the analysis to
| ess than 150 pages in |l ess than one year. Wile they
remain determ ned to adhere to this one-year limt, they
have far exceeded the page limt.
These 300 pages wi th appendi ces and ot her docunents
i ncorporated by reference will need to be reviewed and
t horoughly anal yzed, and that is inpossible in the 45-day
comment period. 90 days is necessary. 120 days is best.
Despi te acknow edging that oil and gas can have
i npacts on caribou, BLM concludes that there will not be
an i npact on subsi stence resources for the GaMch'in and
t hat the subsi stence needs of the Gavch'in do not qualify
for an 810 hearing under ANILCA, which is required for
devel opnent that will substantially affect subsistence.
Despite the fact that a significant percent of
GnM ch'in subsistence comes fromthe Porcupi ne caribou
herd, which the BLMs own analysis finds |leasing w |
affect, they then find that the GM ch'in subsistence wll
not be affected. This is circular |ogic, obviously. And

| can tell you, the GuMch'in food security wll be

86
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af f ect ed.

Further, this ignores the traditional know edge and
t he human rights of the Gach'in, as | stated earlier.

One of the specific purposes of the Arctic National
Wldlife Refuge as established is to ensure water quality
and necessary water quantity wthin the refuge to conserve
fish, wildlife and habitats. This Draft Environnental
| npact Statenment nust denonstrate adherence and that the
| ease sale will not negatively inpact water quality and
quantity.

Water on the coastal plain of the Arctic Refuge is
particularly scarce. There are few open | akes and rivers
conpared to the western Arctic, especially in the wnter
when the surface is frozen. The BLM does no new anal ysi s
of how much water is actually avail able on the coastal
pl ain and, therefore, an insufficient job of analyzing
I npact to that water quality.

The Draft Environmental | npact Statenent avoids
providing a clear estimte of how much water wll be
requi red, but if you piece together the information in the
docunent, the figure is staggering. Center for American
Progress did this, and what they found is that the Draft
Envi ronment al | npact Statenent estimates that drilling
each well requires 420,000 to 1.9 mllion gallons of

wat er . Al the alternatives have at |east 17 satellite
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pads and one anchor pad. And that's volune 2, table B-5.
Additionally, the Draft Environnental | npact
Statenent estimates that 30 wells will be drilled fromthe

average pad. Volune 2, B-17. So at least 540 wells wll

be drilled, requiring a total of between 227 mllion and
one billion gallons of water just to drill these wells.
Plus, every mle of ice road requires one mllion gallons

of water. Volune 2, B-13. And each pad requires 500, 000
gallons of water. B-12. And daily production of 50,000
barrels of oil would require two mllion gallons of water
per day. Let nme just restate. The refuge was set up to
protect water. And this is how much water wll be used
per day: Two mllion gallons.

In their comments on the Notice of Intent, U S. Fish
& WIldlife Service enphasi zed concerns about the
cunul ative inpacts of all stages of oil and gas
devel opnent on water. Water withdrawals fromthe streans,
rivers and springs could have significant and detri nental
i mplications to the popul ati ons and habitats of fish and
wildlife.

| haven't tal ked at all about polar bears and, in
part, that's because charismatic nmegafauna oftenti nes
overshadow what is far nore inportant about human rights.
But pol ar bears are an incredibly inportant part of hunman

ri ghts because of the cultural connections with polar

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

89

bears. And the inpact of devel opnent in the refuge woul d
have a huge effect on |arge areas of polar bear critical
habitat. There are currently just 900 sout hern Beaufort
Sea pol ar bears. And the popul ati on has decli ned

approxi mately 50 percent in the last 30 years. That's
vol une 1, page 3-125.

The land in the coastal plain that they use for
denning and as a sumer refuge has and will continue to
increase with the loss of sea ice pushing nore and nore
pol ar bears to require the refuge for survival. Polar
bear critical denning habitat constitutes 77 percent of
the programarea. Volune 1, page 3-133. And nmaternal
dens are disproportionately high in the hydrocarbon
potential zones. Volune 1, page 3-134.

The Draft Environnental |npact Statenent acknow edges
that the potential for injury or nortality could be high
when devel opi ng new oil and gas projects in polar bear
habitat. Volune 1, page 3-142. Nevertheless, there is no
estimate of the nunber of bears that could be killed,

i njured or displaced by the | easing process or seismc

testi ng.

Now cari bou. And as a daughter of a hunter, | grew
up eating caribou neat. | have processed and but chered
caribou. | aspire to one day harvest ny own cari bou,
although | have a learning curve there. | wll say that
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since chil dhood, caribou has been ny favorite food. And

when | left Alaska for college, it was one of the things
that | mssed nost. So when | cone back to coll ege after
break, | would bring a little |lunchbox, insul ated

| unchbox, of caribou neat and bl ueberries. That's what |
woul d bri ng.

The coastal plain provides vital calving and
post-cal ving habitat for the Porcupine caribou herd. The
coastal plain offers nutrient-rich forage, protection from
predators, and relief fromthe relentless insects of the
Arcti c.

As an ecologist, | can speak to the detri nmental
I npacts that all those parasites have on the cari bou, and
t hey need that vast anount of habitat to be able to nove
and avoid the huge swarns of nobsquitoes. | have been out
there in ny head net and had to take ny bites of food
under the head net because the nbsquitoes are so intense.
And t hese caribou, they will stick their heads in the
water on the river just to get their sensitive nose skin
out of the swarns of the biting insects.

And if you haven't seen the filmBeing Caribou, that
was a very eye-openi ng perspective for nme of how the
cari bou nove across this | andscape.

The Porcupine caribou herd use all of the coastal

plain for various habitat needs during their aninal
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m gration. The BLM acknow edges that oil and gas
activities wll likely disturb and di splace cari bou,
especially sensitive cows and cal ves. Mp 3-21 shows the
Por cupi ne cari bou herd cal ving and post-cal ving covering
nost of the coastal plain. Volume 2, 3-21

The BLM estimates that only 49 percent of the coastal
plain is sensitive cal ving grounds for the Porcupi ne
cari bou herd, but this vastly undercounts the val ue of the
coastal plain to the caribou, who use essentially all of
t he coastal plain during calving and post-cal vi ng when
they are sensitive to disturbance.

The agency fails to adequately address these inpacts
and to consider the full range of areas that are inportant
to caribou. Anything that noves the herd away fromthe
coastal plain has been shown to be detrinental to calf
survival -- volune 1, page 3-114 -- and in fact would
i kely halt popul ation growh. Volune 1, page 3-115.
Additionally, other potential calving areas to the east
have a hi gher density of predators and | ess suitable
veget ati on.

The Draft Environnental |npact Statement offers
insufficient mtigation of the inpacts to the Porcupine
cari bou herd. Even the nost restrictive alternative only
halts maj or construction activities, but not drilling for

a single nonth of the year when cari bou are cal vi ng.
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Vol une 1, 2-13.

Now | *'m going to get into the nitty-gritty of
i nfrastructure and the 2,000-acre rul e because the Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 stipulated a 2,000-acre surface
devel opnent |imt on the coastal plain. The Draft
Envi ronmental | npact Statenent interprets that ice roads
and pads, el evated pipelines and gravel m nes, do not
count as surface disturbance and, therefore, are not
considered in the 2,000-acre limt of surface acres
outlined in PL-115.

MR, STEVE WACKOWBKI: Can | ask a
question? Are you reading fromthe Canadi an -- the study
t he Canadi ans have submtted to us? Those are already in
our record, the entire study, so --

M5. MARG@ DASHEVSKY: So those will be
addressed in --

MR. WACKOWEKI :  The Canadi ans sent it to
us three days ago and we've already incorporated it into
our adm ni strative record.

MS. MARGA DASHEVSKY: Ww. In three days.
Rock on.

MR, STEVE WACKOWBKI : | just wanted to
make that clear so you don't have to read the entire
thing. Sorry.

M5. MARA DASHEVSKY: | respect that.
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Thank you. It is really inportant that this is thoroughly
accounted for so I'"'mglad to hear that. Thank you for
t hat .

| will -- okay. So the oil spills are also part of
that. Okay. Qut of respect to that comrent, | wll skip
to this part right here.

The Draft Environmental |npact Statenent mnim zes
I npacts to birds, mllions of which fromevery state and
continent, including off the coast of Antarctica, cone to
the refuge to breed, forage and nolt, allow ng | oophol es
for devel opnent to continue despite inpacts to birds.
There is no anal ysis of expected revenues, despite the
projected two billion in revenue, one billion dollars to
the state of Al aska and one billion dollars to the federal
governnment being a major factor in allow ng attachnment of
this rider to the Tax Act.

Concern with wi |l derness and recreation val ues, two of
the primary purposes for the establishment of the refuge,
Dr. Stuart Smith conducted a A S anal ysis of the visual
I npact of devel opnent and finds that the visual inpacts of
coastal plain devel opnent woul d be significant and w de
rangi ng.

For exanple, oil and gas activity across the vast
maj ority. 88 percent of the 1002 area would potentially

be visible to people rafting six of its nmmjor rivers, even
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when structures as low as 15 neters are in place. Further
fromhigh points within the federally desi gnated

W | derness portion of the refuge, over 99 percent of the
coastal plain and any devel opnent thereon will be visible.

Al right. Thank you all for being here today. |
really value this public input process, and I think it's
really inmportant that Al askans take stake of what is on
the line here. And the fact that we are all here today is
just the beginning. And it's going to be a | ong road.

But we are in good community, and we are standing in --
in -- in strong nunbers and in clear vision to support
what really matters.

So with that, | close saying thank you fromthe
bottom of ny heart, and | stand in solidarity with the
GMch'in, and | | ook forward to the day where we can | ook
back on today and be proud of fighting for what natters
nost .

Thank you.

MR JIMHLL: Hello. M nane is Jim
HIll. 1'"ma born-and-raised Al askan, and |'mraising a
couple kids nyself here in the state. Al aska becanme a
state particularly due to its vast natural resources, and
t he coastal plain has specifically been identified by
Congress for its incredible potential for oil and natural

gas devel opnent. The oil and gas industry in Al aska has a
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proven track record of responsible developnent in this
area, and has been an incredible steward in protecting the
environnent, the area wildlife and the lifestyle of the

| ocal residents.

The 1002 area in question has an extrenely snall
footprint, consisting of just a percentage of 1 percent of
the 19.3 mllion acres in the region. Wth the Al aska
pi peline running three-quarters enpty, the seven-pl us
billion barrel potential for this area is vitally needed
to help extend the useful life of TAPS.

Openi ng devel opnent in this area will help offset the
decline in the Lower 48 shal e production, while generating
billions of dollars for the Al askan econony. It can
create thousands of jobs, both direct and indirect, and
create a stable platformin the region for decades to
Core.

It's good for Alaska and it's inval uable for our
nation and will help to keep our country noving forward.

Thank you.

MR. RI CHARD GLENN: Good afternoon. Can
you hear ne okay? M nane is Richard G enn. Thank you
for allowing ne the opportunity to speak at this event.
It's inportant to us and inportant to all Alaskans. |It's
t he safe, responsible exploration and devel opnent of the

coastal plain.
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' mthe executive vice president of external affairs
for ASRC, or Arctic Slope Regional Corporation. | don't
have a lot of tine and | don't want to cheat others of
their opportunity to speak, and | want to | eave a few
| nportant nessages.

You shoul d know t he home base for our regional
corporation is Alaska's North Sl ope, eight communities:
Poi nt Hope, Point Lay, Atgasuk, Utqiagvik, Anaktuvuk Pass,
Nui gsut and Kaktovi k, Kaktovi k being the only community
that lives in the 1002 area, ANVR

What does this nean? It neans that we got the
greatest at stake when it cones to the treatnent of these
| ands. These are our |ands, our waters, our nei ghborhood,
our birthplaces, our burial places. That's why we support
and | ook forward to a very robust EIS process. W are
commenting on it. W have specific issues that we want to
make.

Wel cone to public policy. This is how you try to
I nfl uence devel opnent to the best of your ability for your
honme region. This has been done on the North Sl ope for 40
years, and countl ess projects we have comented on.

As industry has explored in our region, we have been
ri ght there beside because we want our waters clean. W
want our fish and our waterfow, our wildlife resources

preserved. W depend on subsistence for our food, but we
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have got to have a comunity to cone hone to.

And the real truth that a | ot of people don't like to
say is today's small villages are small cities. There is
power plants and tank farns. There is water and sewer

plants. There is a gravel footprint built into every

community. People were speaking about drilling for oi
and gas in your backyard, and |I drill for oil and gas in
nmy own backyard. | prom se you, in the 1980s, the seismc

acqui sitions programthat we laid out to find Barrow s
supply of natural gas left no marks on the tundra. And
that's 1989 and 1990. And it's cone a far way even since
t hen.

So this issue of scarring of the tundra is sonething
we inherited fromthe Navy in the 1940s and ' 50s.
Nevertheless, it's the presence of the oil and gas
i ndustry in our region. |It's the only thing that's hung
around | ong enough to generate an econony, to generate an
econony that we depend on. This is not bullying. This is
freedom This is what built our schools in our region.
This is what keeps our conmmunities healthy with the
physi cal infrastructure that everyone needs.

Question was raised earlier about what did we do with
t he revenues of oil and gas over these many decades. |'I|
tell you what we did: W inproved the quality of life.

The Journal of the American Medical Association posted an

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

98

article that the quality of life has inproved on Al aska's
Nort h Sl ope since the devel opnent of resources in our
regi on.

As a witness to the three generations of lifestyle

change fromny grandfather's tine to ny nother's tinme to

nmy children's tine, | can tell you that there is a
significant inprovenent in the quality of life just in
heal t h and sanitation alone, but on nuch -- all that and

much nore. So our communities are not bullied. They are
enpower ed.

Kakt ovi k, sitting as the only community with --

I nside the 1002 area hol ds special relevance to this

di scussion. And | look forward to ny friend and part ner,
Fenton Rexford -- we call each other paannag. That's an
| nupi ag word for trading partner. So don't take it any
other way. He's ny friend. | look forward to his words
here tonight.

Kaktovi k entered this decision with its eyes w de
open. They enbraced the opportunity that this brings
them As it stands now, they are an island of
Nati ve-owned |l and in the m ddl e of a cl osed-off coastal
pl ai n.

Even summerti ne subsi stence access up the rivers for
food for the caribou that everyone is tal king about is

difficult for them while other people get to backpack and
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travel downriver on floating rafts. And you can hardly
get in and out of the comunity sonetines because the
ecot ouri sm guys have hogged up all of the seats, eaten all
the food in the stores. Wat kind of econonic
self-determnation is that? That's the courage that this
community took to enbrace this opportunity.

The Porcupi ne caribou herd is a real herd. And I
have been in and anpong the Porcupi ne herd, the Central
herd, the Western Arctic herd. | know the sound of
clicking hooves when they wal k by your tent. | know what
it nmeans to hunt caribou all through every single nonth of
t he year.

| al so know that the caribou are born and raised in
and around infrastructure. |In fact, State Fish and Gane
studi es show that sone of the caribou being caught by the
residents of Arctic Village now are Central Arctic caribou
herd that are not strangers to oil and gas infrastructure.

The value of this resource to our people is real no
matter where we are from But also so is the future of
t hat resource and our dependence on it. Today's lifestyle
takes wal king in two worl ds.

It's in the best interest of the Kaktovik people and
the North Sl ope people to nmaintain the Porcupi ne, Central
and other caribou herds. They migrate south into the

explored areas of the Eagle Plain and even into GMch'in
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country, which has experienced its own oil and gas
expl orati on heyday.

They know t hat devel opnent of the Native-owned | ands
and the coastal plain can be done safely and responsibly.
Kakt ovi k peopl e know this because we created our hone
rural governnent in |large part to put those controls on
I ndustry.

In addition to that, it wll provide significant
benefits. W are not tal king eight years. This is 40
years now of industry of what was, quote, an unsustai nable
i ndustry. That's ny grandfather's tine, ny noms tinme, ny
tine and ny children's tine. And we will hold hands with
the rest of the world when we see that we have to change
our econony.

But | tell you this: |If we shut down Arctic
devel opnent now, the carbon effect won't be even felt.
Soneone is going to turn their valve a little bit open
sonewhere else. So by closing Arctic devel opnment, you are
only hurting our comunities, the very ones who need that
devel opnent to better thenselves. That's why we wel cone
this EIS process. That's why we continue to stand with
t he village of Kaktovi k.

M5. EM LY SULLI VAN: Hel | o. My nanme is
Emly Sullivan. | didn't grow up in the outdoors, but in

my near decade of exploring Al aska, | have | earned what it
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means to be hundreds of mles fromthe nearest road, what
It means to coexist with aninmals in their natural habitat,
what it nmeans to wal k, float, run, or ski across the
| andscape far froma single sight or sound that rem nds ne
of civilization.

Just neki ng sure you guys are |listening. Thanks.

| have learned in this experience only a fraction of
what Al aska's i ndi genous peopl e have known for thousands
of years. Their experiences are so much deeper than m ne.
They are far beyond ny understandi ng and far beyond yours.
And are these human experi ences of no value? Does the
word "sacred" have no neaning to the Bureau of Land
Managenent ? These | ands hol d i mmreasurabl e val ue, so much
nore i nmportant than nonetary value to so nany Al askans,
many Al askans who oppose oil drilling in the Arctic
Ref uge.

| s keeping the pipeline running at a detrinent to
Al aska's wildlife, to clean air and water, to a | andscape
t hat has existed without oil pads since the begi nning of
tine so inportant to you?

| realize these are abstract concepts, but they speak
to the values of |ands such as the Arctic Refuge coastal
plain to folks like nyself. 1'mnot wealthy, so ny val ues
m ght not matter to you, but I"mhere to tell you that

t hey should, just as the valves of so many i ndi genous
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peopl e who have spoken and will speak today, the people
nost i npacted by this proposed acti on shoul d.

You want to take one of the last places of this
pl anet that has nostly escaped the destructive tendencies
of human kind and ravage it.

l'd like to remnd you that there are resources other
than oil in the Arctic Refuge. |In fact, oil and gas
| easi ng was not even one of the original purposes of
protecting the refuge. You know that. This was added in
2017.

The resources that so nany of us care about have been
protected since the U. S. governnment deened the Arctic
Ref uge, quot e/ unquote, protected.

The Draft EIS that you have presented to us is
deficient in so many ways. It does not address or
mtigate the harmdown to the Gm ch'in people who have an
inextricable link to the Porcupine caribou. Nor does it
sufficiently address inpacts to clean air or clean water,
two of the original purposes for protecting the Arctic
Ref uge.

The EI S recogni zes in so many cases that harm nay be
done, but it does not properly work to mtigate the harm
This is why Alternative Ais the only acceptable route, no
action.

I, like so many Al askans, go to lands like the Arctic
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Refuge for solace. | connect with the earth in a way that
I never could outside of Alaska. W are so incredibly
privileged to live in a state with such uni que resources,
and we ask that you do not destroy them

It's not true that devel opnment won't affect the
Por cupi ne cari bou. Science tells us this. There wll be
irreparable harmto their population. The Draft EI S
brushes over this fact and i s unacceptabl e.

The only option for the Draft EISis Alternative A

Every other alternative is a joke. BLM has given us a

fal se choice, and we will not fold. W ask that you do
not drill in this place.
| wll |eave you with a quote from Margaret Miri e:

Therefore, when all the nonrenewabl e resources have been
dug up, haul ed away, piped away to satisfy the needs of a
certain span of users, Al aska can still have a renewabl e,
sel f - perpetuati ng resource of inestinmable value, value
econom cal, value spiritual, value for the health of the
people. Beauty is a resource in and of itself. Al aska
nust be allowed to be Al aska. That is her greatest
econony. | hope that the United States of Anerica is not
so rich that she can afford to |l et these w | dernesses pass
by or so poor that she cannot afford to keep them

We inplore you to choose Alternative A no action.

MS. MARLEANNA HALL: Hi . Good aft ernoon.
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My nanme is Marleanna Hall. | amthe executive director
for the Resource Devel opnent Council for Alaska. RDC is a
statewi de trade association. M nenbers consist of the
fishing, forestry, mning, oil and gas and tourism

i ndustries across the state, as well as the 12 | and- owni ng
Al aska Native corporations, nmany individuals, |abor

uni ons, and thousands of others who support responsible
resource devel opnent in Al aska.

" mhere today to express strong support for the
proposed oil and gas | ease programthat would all ow for
limted activity within the nonw | derness portion of the
coastal plain of ANVR

It is inmportant that the BLMs EI S eval uate the
alternatives that allow for devel opnent. Any alternatives
that do not allow for eventual devel opnent, production and
transportation of oil and gas in and fromthe coast al
pl ain woul d not neet the requirements established by
Congress and, therefore, could not neet the purpose and
need of the EIS.

Al askans statew de strongly support oil and gas
expl orati on and devel opnent in the coastal plain. 1In
fact, polling has consistently shown nore than 70 percent
of Al askans support devel opnent of energy resources
beneath the 1002 area. Local residents and the | nupi aq

peopl e who actually live adjacent to the area al so support
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devel opnent .

Responsi bl e oil and gas devel opnment in a snall
fraction of the coastal plain proposed for |easing wll
hel p ensure Anerica's energy security for decades and
al l ow Al aska and our nation as a whole to realize the
benefits that cone from expandi ng energy producti on.

From advances to the technol ogy and responsi bl e oi
and gas developnent in the Arctic to the benefits it wll
provide to all of Alaska's people, there is no valid
reason we should not be allowed to access the world-cl ass
resources within just a snmall fraction of the coastal
pl ai n.

| brought today with ne a panphlet called Arctic
National WIldlife Refuge, the facts. This is a production
t hat the Resource Devel opnent Council put out in the early
' 90s.

There are a few facts in here that | wanted to share
because thi ngs haven't changed. The advocacy for this
project continues -- or this opportunity -- excuse nme --
continues, but | wanted to share sone of the points in
t hi s panphl et .

G| production fromthe coastal plain of ANVR would
substantially reduce foreign inputs and help to decrease
the national trade deficit. That has not changed.

Billions of barrels of oil, which is now over 17
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billion barrels, have been produced on the North Sl ope

W t hout causing any significant harmto the environnent
there. Ar quality has consistently net federal and state
st andar ds.

Two decades, which has now been four decades, of
experience on Alaska's North Sl ope have shown the cari bou
who visit the area a few nonths a year have not been
har mred by devel opnent activities. The Central Arctic
cari bou herd, which mgrates into existing North Sl ope
fields, has expanded from about 3,000 animals in 1970 to
18,000 in 1988 and now today in the 60- to 70,000 range.

Federal research and regul atory agenci es have
concl uded that the appropriate environnental regulation --
excuse ne -- with the appropriate environnent al
regul ati on, the coastal plain of ANWR can be devel oped
w thout significantly affecting wildlife and the
envi ronnent .

The last point 1'lIl read fromthe panphlet is that we
recogni ze Congress has al so -- Congress al so needs to
encourage W se energy use and research into the fuels of
t omorrow, however, any policy to gain a neasure of energy
i ndependence nust allow for the responsi bl e devel opnent of
Al aska' s petrol eum reserves because no anount of energy
savings wll elimnate the need for |arge anmounts of fuel

now and in the future.
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So not only does Al aska need oil and gas devel opnment
in the coastal plain; Arerica wll benefit fromit, too.
We are one nation. Let's help one another and fuel
Anerica's future with devel opnent i n ANVR

Thank you for listening to Al askans and our broad
support for devel opnment in the coastal plain this week and
| ast week, as well.

The Research Devel opment Council will submt fornal
comments before the March 13 deadline, but thank you again
for this opportunity to testify this afternoon.

MR. ANDY MODEROW Hello. Thank you for
the opportunity to talk today. M nanme is Andrew Moder ow.
I'mstate director for A aska WI derness League. W have
offices in Al aska, here in Anchorage, and al so Washi ngt on,
D. C. and about 100, 000 nenbers around the country.

| had a chance to speak at scoping, as well. |
appreci ated that opportunity. And | spoke about the nad
rush to get this EI'S process going and how it was
concerning, as the adm nistration was | ooking to inpl enent
two pages that were in the Tax Act on a very fast and
expedited tineline.

| spoke how it nmade ne concerned that the decades of
t hought f ul nanagenent woul d be properly considered and
folded into that EIS process. | was al so concerned of the

t housands of years of history of humans taking care and
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living off of this |and, how that would be incorporated,
and I, like the magjority of the speakers so far today,
really have concern about whether or not those
perspectives of the GMch'in folks are being heard in this
process.

And | have to say that ny concerns have pl ayed out.
When you | ook at the alternatives, each of the action
alternatives offer up over a mllion acres for potenti al
devel opnent. That's double -- nore than doubl e of what
Congress put as a floor in the Tax Act.

The mad rush continues with sone neetings of |ess
t han one week of notice before them Congress gave you
four years, still not enough tinme to do this carefully.
But you are trying to get it done in tw. That's too
fast.

And | think the biggest concern -- we wll submt
sone witten coments, as well. But it's a bl anket
disregard for the primary purposes of the Arctic Refuge.
Wiile it's true that the Tax Act added oil and gas
devel opnent as a purpose of the Arctic National Wldlife
Refuge, that's the first tine it's happened in the history
of our refuge system

While that's true, the 1960 PLO that first
established it was focused on the purposes of wildlife,

recreation and w | der ness. ANI LCA in 1980 had the
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pur poses of subsistence, wildlife, habitat, international
treaties, water quality as purposes as well. These are
still the purposes, and indeed they are the prinary

pur poses, nore inportant than the new one.

So | just ask as we consider and as this process goes
forward, let's follow the |l ead of the GmMch'in people.
Let's think thousands of years into the future and not
just about a few decades of profit.

And by that lens, Alternative Ais the only way to
go. Thank you.

MR, CHARLES PASKVAN: Good afternoon,
gentl enen. Good afternoon. M nane is Charl es Paskvan.
Li fel ong Al askan, born in Fairbanks in '57. Started on
the oil pipeline in '75.

| am for ANWR devel opnent because |'ve seen what it
means to our country, to our state. | grew up in
Fai r banks before oil and saw how poor we were and what
it's done for Alaska. And for the nmany peopl e who have
said that they are agai nst oil developnent up in this
area, | wish they woul d have seen Al aska before oil. A
|l ot of themare pretty young still that are saying that.
And | wonder what they would think if they | ook far enough
into the future to think about what their kids or their
grandkids, if they have the financial stability of a ngjor

resource of this area being devel oped and provi di ng nany
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opportunities they m ght not be thinking about being able
to --

Now ot her issues. In '92 | was in Prudhoe Bay and
sitting on a bus, part of a construction crew. And I
wat ched the cari bou herd in Prudhoe Bay right in front of
the bus. W sat there for over 45 mnutes and m |l es of
cari bou. And every one of those caribou was born in
downt own Prudhoe Bay after oil was flowing. | thought
about it.

And then |I saw this Nati onal Geographic project on
the caribou. And it was about -- the one scene is -- the
guy talking in the novie says, well, the caribou, after
they are a few nonths ol d, can out maneuver the hungriest,
heal t hi est wolf because they are so agile. And in the
video |"'mwatching, this little spry little calf is
maneuvering the wolf till the wolf just gives up.

And the point is, now, all those caribou | sawin
downt own Prudhoe Bay, they had their cal ves in Prudhoe,
and those calves were all a few nonths old before they
noved on out. And the wolves don't cone in Prudhoe Bay
area. They don't |ike being around where there is too
much human activity. So the caribou are healthy and safer
for those first few nonths, and then nature has its way.
But | just thought that novie was great.

The oil pipeline is at about 500,000 barrels per day
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now, a little nore than that. |It's rated for over a
mllion barrels, 1.3, or sonething like that. W need a
full pipeline. The low flow rate and the tenperature of
the oil -- | know sone of the last few years' work |'ve
done was on the pipeline right of way, and the tenperature
Is so low now, and especially with that refinery shut down
in North Pole, there is serious concerns about the
t enper at ure droppi ng.

So a discovery of this size has the potential of not
only national security, Alaska financial security, but
al so keeping that flowrate at a level where it's safer to
manage in an event. So there are so nmany different
variables in this.

| know a | ot of people would |like to say save it for
anot her generation. And I'mall for every technol ogy
bei ng devel oped to nake it cl eaner, a cl eaner environnent.
When we have the opportunity for new alternative energies,
great. But until they cone up with the science for it,
this is what we need. And | think we would have a great
opportunity to devel op bank accounts for those other state
projects so that all the teachers, all the student
projects, anything they want to do, this could help that a
great, great deal.

And |' m concerned about our state budget and havi ng

the noney for all the things that we really need. And
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this could really significantly change the direction of
our future for -- and I'"'mdone. |I'mretired, basically.
It'"s not for ne. But it's for the next generation. And
|"d like to see good things happen for them So let's
make it happen as fast as possible.

A |l ot of people would say del ay, delay, delay because
of whatever reason. That's just what they -- del ay,
del ay, delay until you go away, you know. It's part of
t he techni que of keeping anything from ever happening.
And they don't really care about anything el se.

Now, | thought naybe sone of these environnental
groups mght be paid for by Saudi oil noney. | heard down
in North Dakota sone of the oilfield areas were being
bought up by environnental groups and the Saudis were
funding it. So I'mwondering if sone of these
envi ronnental groups m ght be paid for by Saudi oil. |
nmean, there is a lot of places in the world they don't
want this devel oped because they want to sell their oil.

So nmake sure it's for Alaska. | know we do it clean
and safe. | have been around the oil industry off and on
t hrough ny years in construction. Mst of ny work was in
town in Fairbanks out of the |aborers union. And the
| aborers union would | ove the work, too.

So Good Lord willing, let's nake it happen fast.

Thank you.
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M5. CHRI STINA EDWN.  Thank you,

M. Rcklefs. H. I'mChristina Edwn, CGCHRI-ST-1-NA
E-D-WI-N 1'm22 years old, and ny birthday is com ng up
on the 27th of February. | was born in '96, and | just

graduated from UAF with a Bachelor's of Arts in rural
devel opnent with a concentration in comunity research and
I ndi genous knowl edge. And ny mnor is in Yup'ik.

And in high school | took advanced pl acenent
envi ronnent al sci ence at East Anchorage Hi gh School. |
was born in Anchorage and raised here, but as a little
girl 1 lived in the village of Gal ena and grew up goi ng
back home to Koyukuk. I'man enrolled tribal citizen to
the village of Koyukuk. And | studied law in ny degree
and have been | earni ng about ANCSA and AN LCA in high
school. And I'malso Mexican from California, indigenous
to California, as well, and I'mwhite and Spani sh and
German and English and Irish, and all these other things.
I"mmxed, and I"'mlight-skinned. So I'd like to
acknow edge that and speaking in English and on the
record.

And | would also like to request that ny testi nony be
recorded as a substantive coment, followed up with an
official inquiry with translations into GMch'in and
| nupi ag | anguage.

Now I' Il begin ny formal introduction. Thank you.
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Thank you all for com ng. (Speaking in Al aska Native
| anguage.)

My Denaakk' e nane is Kk'odohdaatlno, and it neans
person who speaks well. For all of you here today who
speak the English | anguage, | would like you to know t hat
nmy | ate great grandnother, Degeyenne, her English nane was
Jesse Edwin, did not wite in the English | anguage, and
she was well and alive until the year '96, the year | was
born. M nother brought ne hone to the village of Koyukuk
for a potlatch, and when she was on the boat to | eave, she
cried leaving the village. She knew that that woul d be
the |l ast tinme she saw her grandnot her.

My story does not start with ne. M grandna Flora
McCoy was born in '54 on Bishop Mountain in fish canp on
Cct ober 11th of '54 before Al aska becane a state.

And for all the indigenous peoples of the world, our
story does not start here in this public comment process.
Qur story starts in 1400s when the Catholic Church decided
to wite the Papul Bulls docunent, which is why we are all
here today. W are here on Dena'ina | and because of
mani f est desti ny, because of slavery of black peopl e of
t he continent of what we know as Africa. Okay?

The fact that we have all these buildings and oil and
gas devel opnent is because of this idea that uncivilized

peopl e can be conquered w thout fully expressed and
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excited consent, we can be -- because we don't speak the
Engl i sh | anguage, we don't wite it, where our nanes
aren't docunented in churches that we can be conquered.
And so to cone and use this process and fast-track
when a man believes that Mexicans are stealing jobs, no,
nobody is stealing jobs or stealing entry into this place

that was stolen from peoples on this earth for thousands

of years.
So I've listed that |"'mmultiracial. To you all,
that's a checkbook -- a check on a box in governnent

docunents. But | would like to say that | also introduced
nysel f as educated in western science. Now |l would |ike
to say about how |I'm educated in ny people' s know edge,
and | have | earned from ot her peoples, which I'll talk
about proximty after this statenent.

(Speaki ng in Al aska Native | anguage.)

That was a poem| wote, Nunami, in ny land, in our
land, in Yup'ik. | would like to honor ny late friend
Evan Charles fromthe village of Emmobnak. As a person
fromthe Yukon River, | say up here to all of you all, and
as a Mexican person fromthe United States that we know
and refer to, that the story of colonization, if we just
pay attention, does not do the human popul ation justice.
Ckay?

And to have a | ot of people cone up here today and
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tal k about their 25 years of living in Al aska and worKki ng
on these lands or their few years in these places and
their proximty to indigenous peoples nade ne want to cry.
But | remenber that | need to be up here strong and j ust
speak fromny heart that these ideas of proximty are
really interesting. And | can speak in the rhetoric of
this. | took anthropol ogy and studi ed social critical

t heory history.

And | guess | just want to get a thunmbs up. Has
anyone studied the term"white privilege"? ay. So you
know t hat when you say, you know, you have married soneone
or you have sone type of connection that you can go to
pl aces and you see a certain thing, you know that with
white privilege, there is a |lot that you can say and
people will accept and clap for and all these things, and
you can attack other people and you won't experience the
reper cussi ons of the people nbst marginalized and nost
affected by certain issues.

So the fact that so many peopl e have been testifying
across the United States against oil and gas devel opnent,
not in the Arctic National WIdlife Refuge alone, but in
the worl d because we are facing a global clinmate crisis --
okay, in 12 years our world is going to be, you know,
maybe rapi dly gone.

And a lot of the privileges that nost of you all feel
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entitled to, like flying up to the North Sl ope and, you
know, living on CEO salaries of oil corporations or
heavily invested oil nonies, you may not see the
repercussi ons of global climte crisis because you may not
have to fill your freezer for your livelihood. You may
not have had a grandnma who was born into statehood and has
seen the repercussions of genocide and addicti on and
wel fare

As you all have spoke of that Native peopl e depend on
wel fare fromthese oil nonies, no. Native people depend
on our stories, our know edge systens, our | anguages, our
connections, our relationships to the |and, our
rel ati onshi ps to each other. Corporations, if you --

How many peopl e have read the whol e entire docunent
of the Alaska Native Clainms Settlenent Act? Can | get a
rai se of hands? Just a few of you. Gay. Thank you al
for participating. | |ove public engagenent.

You know, that document is a |living docunent.
Origi nal sharehol ders of 1971 are Cl ass A sharehol ders.
Class A Okay. So the Al aska Native Clains Settl enment
Act Cl ass A sharehol ders does not nean all Al aska Natives
today are shareholders. Can | get a raise of hands if you
are Al aska Native and you are not a Class A sharehol der

Wll, | see this roomis not jam packed with Al aska

Natives, but | would |like to say thank you again for
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participating with ne. And | just want to call out,
because a | ot of people listen to nunbers. All Al aska
Natives are not Class A shareholders. And legally, if you
study the law, the United States |law, the English |law, the
witten |law, Al aska Native Cains Settlenent Act, 12
regi onal corporations have no |l egal responsibility to be
transparent to their sharehol ders about their revenue
resour ces.

So can you tell ne right now wth express
ent husi astic confi dence that the opening of the coastal
plain oil and gas leasing for this -- for ANWR for opening
of oil and gas devel opnent is not connected to the
i ndustrial mlitary conplex and | CE and police systens?
Because when |'ve | ooked at where Doyon shares are, where
ASRC s shares are, way before Trunp cane into
adm ni stration, that our Native corporations, who are
supposedly Native, are out there getting nonies to be
| ocki ng children up, | ocking nothers up.

And can | get a raise of hand of all the wonen in the
room Al the wonen. So when you tal k about opening a
bi rt hi ng ground - -

| have so nany points to talk to about this public

process and this issue. | can just go on for days about
how you tal k about, oh, the birthing grounds will be okay.
The caribou will still have their babies around a
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pi peline. Wnen would just raised your hand, would you
have your baby next to a pipeline? Wuld you have your
baby next to a pipeline?

And fathers, people of children, of nothers, would
you want to be reared next to a pipeline with | oud noi ses
and disturbing foreign things that could potentially harm
you, risk your water source, risk your food? | don't
t hi nk so.

And | would |like to acknowl edge the peopl e who said

t hat young Al askans may not know the poverty faced when

Al aska was conming to a state. | would |like to say that
t he person who -- people who say that young Al askans
aren't paying attention to this issue -- or maybe you

didn't say that word for word.

But 1'd like to know -- we are watching and we are
| oud and we are listening and we are speaking and we are
here. W are showing up. And we are getting educat ed.
We are educating our famlies. W are speaking our
| anguages. W are carrying on our power, the people
power. And | want you to know that this is an
i ntersectional issue and that not just the Gamch'in here
stand with ne, but the indigenous peoples of the world
stand with ne to say that oil and gas devel opnent will not
be accepted on unceded territory of indi genous peoples no

nor e.
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Qur wonen, our children wll not be continued to be
abused. The hunman race wll not continue to all ow
i njustices of opening up gas and oil devel opnent for a

system an econonic system that's supported by the

idea -- what is that called, the -- where everyone has to
flock for the resources, the -- can you tell ne that
theory? It's -- I'"'msorry. |I'mso excited to say --

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: Tragedy of the
comons?

MS. CHRI STINA EDWN: Tragedy of the
commons. Everyone who is an oil executive | obbyist, which
| know Dunleavy is a part of that system Jason Brune.
Everyone who is in office right now who is for oil and gas
devel opnent is basically an oil and gas | obbyist. So if
you had a history of | obbying and now you are in the
of ficial governnent to serve the people, | just want you
to know that you're commtting acts of genocide and that
we do not give you consent to open up on these | ands and
to say that you represent us on this identity, this put on
us tragedy of the conmons.

| ndi genous peopl e have |ived on shared econonic
systens for thousands of years, and still do. Ckay? |
live just fine with really nothing in ny bank. GCkay?
| ook good. | feel good. | eat good. |[|'m happy. And I

can say for hours ny story about how this is an
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I ntersectional connected novenent of hunan rights

viol ations, environnental injustices, racism

col oni zati on, neocolonialism settler colonialismwapped
up in the Bureau of Land Managenent.

Al aska Native Clainms Settlenent Act, our indigenous
yout h of Al aska are not being taught. And the oi
| obbyi sts that continue to represent and say they stand
w th I nupiag people and GM ch'in people and not actually
take the tine to understand Papul Bulls and col oni zati on,
I think you should think again about your privil ege of
proximty.

And | could just go on, but | know there is a | ot of
| ovely faces show ng up to speak as the tine gets |ate and
peopl e are probably hungry.

So | just want to again request that all of ny -- all
of ny testinony be recorded as a substantive comrent,
followed up with an official inquiry with transl ations
into GMch'in and | nupi ag | anguages.

Thank you.

(I'ntroductions by Ms. Any Lewis. Presentation by M.
Ni col e Hayes.)

MR JIM CASVELL: Hello. M nane is Jim
Caswell. And | want to thank those folks for that nice
song and little introduction here and ny having an

opportunity speak in front of everybody.
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' mhere to speak on ny own behalf because |, too,
care. |'ve heard that tonight. | also care. |I'mhere to
speak for you as a -- not as a hyphenated Anerican and not
as a white Anerican, but sinply as an American. |'m an
i ndi genous Anerican. And | care. | care about the
future.

' mkind of an old Anmerican, so what | care about is

the future for the young people. And they need to have a
future.

Most of the people on a nunerical basis that have
spoken in opposition to this, they don't know what life
was |ike in Al aska before we had the oil wells. They are
just taking things for granted. W have all benefited
fromthe oil industry in this state, and we will continue
t o.

' m here speaking in support of Alternative B, and |
want to thank you all for sitting through all of this.
Your butt is probably getting tired. And I'"mnot going to
ask you to nod so you know that -- so | know you are
listening to ne. You are professional people, and | know
you are doi ng your very best to listen as closely as you
can to everybody that speaks here, regardless of their
position. And | appreciate that.

Now, |'ve heard sone people say 70 percent of

Anerican people don't want drilling in ANNVR  And that's
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supposed to sway you. That's supposed to nean sonething
because all these people don't want it. Well, | think
it's quite possible that the pollsters that gave us that
nunber al so said that dinton was going to be president,
so maybe they are wong.

| think nost Americans, you know, if they are
i nformed, are for responsi ble devel opnent. And that's

what we are | ooking for here. And | think that you people

are doing a good job naking sure that if the drilling does
happen, it will be done responsibly.

Now, | cane to Alaska in 1971. |'"'mnot Native born,
but | have been here a long tinme. 1|'ve done nmany things

in that period of tinme in construction and all ki nds of
jobs. And | wll say that -- | want to point out that
|'"ve had the privilege -- I"'mnow retired, but | had the
privilege of working in the fossil fuel industry. Not the
oil industry.

| worked for a very good conpany called the Usibelli
Coal Mne. And it was a privilege to ne because that's an
Al askan famly who is very nuch for responsible resource
devel opnent. | worked there a long tine. |'ve seen nany
things. And they are very concerned about doing a good
job and being in with nature, doing it right.

And | also believe that, in general, we can nmake a

general statenent about the oil industry. They've done a
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good job up here. W've all benefited, and | think that

w |l continue.

Like | said, | appreciate you listening to all points
of view, whether they agree with ne or not. But | want to
ask you to especially -- and | want to thank speakers

No. 34 and 38. The gentleman from Arctic Sl ope Regi onal

Corporation, | think he spoke for a | ot of people. Very
good, cogent, smart argunents. Very intelligent. Also
the gentleman from-- speaker No. 38. | think he probably

left. They had a lot of good points that | was going to
bring up, so |l won't repeat that. They did a very good
job, and please listen to them They did a very good job
t here.

Now, the opposition here, what they want to do, |
think, they want to transfer oil extraction from Al aska to
sonmewhere else in the world because the use of oil is not
goi ng to change based on what a few thousand peopl e want.
The demand for oil is global. If we don't contribute to
the pie, they are going to use it sonmewhere else. They
are going to get it fromsone other place. And if you --

Back in the 1970s, that's when the environnental
novenent got its start. They had a sl ogan back then. It
said think locally -- think globally, act locally. WllI,
that was a very good slogan and it made sense. And |

t hink we should apply it today.
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If we develop oil and extract oil in this state, we
have an opportunity to nmake sure it's done very well in a
nmost environnentally friendly way that it can be done. |If

we don't produce it here, that sane anount of oil could
possi bly be extracted sonewhere el se with a degradation to
t he environnent because they are not doing it to the sane
hi gh standards that we require in this state.

So it's a responsible thing to do for us in the high
standards to have it done here, that production to be here
in this state.

Peopl e can be afraid of change. OCh, sonething is
goi ng to happen up here. OCh, we don't know. | can relate
tothat. As an old guy, | get to where | don't |ike
change. But it doesn't matter. You can't stop change.

But it's smart to be part of it and try to steer that
change in a nost positive way that we can have.

| think that Al askans care about our environnment and
we care about our wildlife, and we will do a very
responsible job if it's permtted for us to extract that
oi | .

W as humans, we tend to take past progress for
granted. And we don't -- there is a give and take about
everything. And we know what we |like. W |ike our cel
phones, our snmartphones, our conputers, and that was --

that canme from progress. And progress is going to happen
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here in Al aska, also. Let's not be afraid of it. Let's
be part of it. | like personally -- | like it the way it
was 50 years ago, but that's not Al aska anynmore. And 50
years fromnow it's going to be different than it is now
But our job is to try to nake sure that progress is done
for the benefit of the future generations in the nost
responsi ble way that it can be done. And | want to thank
you again for listening to ne and all the other people,
regardl ess of their point of view

And t hank you agai n.

MR. ROGER JENKINS: M. Bal ash and ot hers
here, I'm Roger Jenkins. I'min ny 49th year, 49th state.
It's been an interesting run. In 1980, | spent 17 days in
95 degree heat in Washington, D.C. watching the nonsense
that | call the Al aska Lands Bill.

| had mning clains in what were deened two | ands,
and they were D1 | ands. And D1 | ands were going to go in
nati onal parks. The D2 |ands were going to go in to
nati onal forest, which have nultiple uses, theoretically.
| watched -- | was in the covered office building one
eveni ng when | wat ched Senator Tsongas from Massachusetts,
who supposedly was an even-handed fellow, unveil a map
that put ny DL land mning clains in the national park in
D1 | ands.

| had spent nost of the '70s watching, having great
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tines in what really was the Nutzotin Mwuntains. [It's not
the Wangell Muntains, but it got put in the Wangell St.
El i as park, east of Nebesna, halfway to the Canadi an
border, a place called Carl Creek. It was a potenti al

por phyry copper, really had possibilities. But it was in
bet ween two or three other properties in that sane |ineage
t hat woul d have been probably m nes today.

The mning -- the nunmber of mnes or properties --
properties that were one in ten of becomng a mine in 1980
were 280 in this state. 220 of those went into the
nati onal parks, or away from-- we have five mnes in this
state today and one coal mne. And none of them-- they
killed a bear over in Admralty not |ong ago, but as far
as if you get the permssion to do the job, you don't
do -- you have -- if you got the permts, you do the job
correctly because everybody is -- people here know,

Kensi ngton went all the way to the U S. Suprene Court to
get their permt. And Donlin and Pebble -- | saw Red Dog
before it was Red Dog.

It is a real serious process that we are in here.

And if done right -- the rest of the North Sl ope has been
done right. There are nore caribou than there were in the
Central Arctic herd when it got developed. And | want to
say that mning, of course, is different than the -- here

is -- here is the Petrol eum Geol ogy of the Northern Part
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of the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge Northeastern

Al aska, the thing we are tal king about today. Now, here
Is a newspaper. It says, tax bill passes with ANVR |
never thought in ny lifetine that | would ever see this
newspaper.

Now, | know a little bit about the North Sl ope. From
nmy standpoint, there is a couple things | want to say
geologically. Wen | was a senior in college, | took
Pl asticine and gl aci al geology froma fell ow who had done
his Ph.D. on the orientation of the | akes in Barrow.
Barrow has changed, but that's another story. But he
showed us things |ike pingos and ice |lenses and all this
kind of stuff. | hadn't heard of it. This is before
Prudhoe Bay.

| eventually got over and saw the | argest pingos in
the world. And |I've been to other places in the Northwest
Territories and the Yukon and all across Al aska and many
places. It is going to be done right.

And for the two things that | want to point out
geologically is in the |last 400,000 years, there has been
four maj or advances of the ice. In between it warnms up.
We call those interglacials, we are in an interglacial.
Very sinple. And as far as ANWR i s concer ned,
geologically -- and I don't know that nuch and nobody

knows that nuch because there has been only one hole

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

129

drilled. And that one hole was owned by Chevron and ARCO
and Arctic Slope. And | can guarantee you if there had
been oil in that hole, Chevron would have got this area
opened years ago. That's just an opinion, but | certainly
do think it's real.

And actually, looking at North Slope, the west side
of the North Slope is oil. East side is a gas province.
Now we are getting a little gas liquids from Exxon these
days, but | think that ANVR i s probably a gas province.

So with -- | don't know, but all I knowis that the KIC
wel | did not show anything that was significant enough for
Chevron to go after it.

So | don't know what the rest of the thing is. What
we shoul d be |l ooking at is the Nanushuk fornati on has
gi ven us unbelievable possibilities that | never thought
woul d have been real, but they are real. And the only
problemis that Wal ker didn't pay the 700 mllion dollars,
and sone of those conpani es haven't been able to go ahead
on sone of their projects. But they found other partners,

and those partners have enough nobney to go ahead.

So in all seriousness, | hope you open this because
it'"s real. This state needs it. This state has |ived on
oi | .

| have been here a long, long tinme, | think. [I'm
l ucky to still be standing. And in that tine | worked for
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the Cty and Muni of Anchorage for 15 years as an

engi neering tech, and then | was two years in the

| egi sl ature, and then | went out to -- on the Iditarod
trail toalittle town called Nkolai. And | was -- for
about 25 years was city adm nistrator there.

And in that process, |I've known -- this is no brag,
just fact. |'ve known nost of the politicians in this
state. |'ve known virtually all of the Iditarod racers.
And | have a picture which | | ove of Joe Reddi ngton and
myself. | have a picture of Governor Sheffield signing a
bill that | passed.

| was in the mnority. | got a mnority -- | got a
bill, and | got a resolution. There was only -- there
were 12 of us in the mnority. W only got seven bills
and six resolutions. And | got two of them and | was a
freshman. The ot her ones were nore senior |egislators.

But this has been a great state to ne and a wonderf ul
tine here, and | hope it isn't over. Go on with this ANWR
thing and get her done. |'m Roger Jenkins.

That's ny story, and I'"'msticking with it.

MR SAMUEL H JOHNS: | won't yell at you
guys this tine.
My nane is Ch'eedaih Zhee Kaii. M colonized nane is
Samuel Johns. It's a biblical one, ironically. M nother
is fromArctic Village, so that's -- that's why |I'm here
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t oday, to speak on her behal f.

So much -- it's so hard to conpress. There is so
much | want to say. And it's really hard to conpress.

One thing | really want to start with is, do you guys know
the suicide rate for Alaska Natives here in the state?

You guys happen to know that at all? It's twice as nany

t han non-Natives. Twi ce as nany. And the Al aska Native
peopl e are only 20 percent of the population. That is
very, very high

Now, | know naybe a | ot of people did studies on
that, but nost of the studies were done by non-Nati ves.

So | would like to give you a little perspective on that
fromny end.

G owing up, growng up in nmy comunity, all | seen
was non-Natives coming into nmy village telling nme what
woul d be best for me. M whole entire life |I've had
non- Nati ves comng into nmy village telling nme what was
best for me at nany different |evels: Education,
religion, developnent. Do you see a connection there? Do
you see that there would be a | ack of confidence in nyself

when there is perpetuation through white savior nentality?

It'"s real. I'mnot just saying that. |It's real

As a young Al aska Native, | only saw non-Natives
coming into ny town comng to save the day. | have never
really seen other Al aska Natives cone in. | brought that
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up | ast week.

Again, | cone into this space and | see one person of
color with a nane tag, one person of color with a nane tag
working with you guys. Do you guys see a problemwth
that? | do. | would |ove to see you guys hire nore
Al aska Natives so you guys could have sone consult --
consulting. People in this crowd are thanking the BLM for
havi ng an open comment. No. You thank Defend the Sacred
Al aska for that. W showed up in Fairbanks | ast week, and
made sure they changed the rule for all of you, even you
people that are for drilling.

All right. Wat I'mtrying to tell you, all right,
Is that suicide rate has a lot to do with confidence. And
in order for you guys to help us build confidence, take a
step back and |l et sone Natives get in these positions that
you are sitting in. | promse you that. One thing --
yeah, Anchorage -- there is one thing that is very
hi ghl i ghted about Anchorage. It's diverse. W are
al ways, yeah Anchorage is so diverse. |It's not in the
political realm [It's not diverse where peopl e are making
deci sions. You see that?

There is no Al aska Natives working for you guys here
in this building right now hel ping you nake these
deci si ons, asking you, hey, do you think -- do you think

this would be appropriate for an elder. Do you think any
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of those things?

So I'"'mjust letting you know what you are doi ng here
t oday does perpetuate suicide. It does. You are sitting
i n here maki ng decisions for us. You see that? Making
deci sions for indigenous people. |I'mnot -- |'mnot okay
wth that. |1'mglad ny daughters aren't here today. |'m
glad they are not in this building right now because |
woul dn't want themto see this. | want themto have sone
confidence in thenself. | want themto see sone Al aska
Natives up there on the stage with you guys, but it's not.
Everybody see that? There are no Al aska Natives on the
stage right now tal ki ng about i ndigenous | and.

And all you people are for opening ANVR W have 13
years left. Scientists are nmaking these decisions, saying
ri ght now that we have 13 years. You guys know that. |'m
sorry your boss doesn't care about that, that orange dude.
l"msorry. |I'msorry you guys have to have himas a boss
right now Full apologies. |'msorry.

Last thing I want to say -- and please take this --
pl ease, | hope you -- | hope you all hear this. To ny
| nupiaqg relatives, to ny Inupiag relatives, do not put
value to currency, to people. Do not put value next to
our socialized currency because when those jobs are gone,
' mgoing to be praying for your area that you guys are

still confident when you are broke. |1'mgoing to pray
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that you guys are still confident in yourselves when you

don't have any nore jobs and your |and | ooks just scarred

up. I'mgoing to be praying for you all.
|'"mnot here to talk down to anybody. | |ove every
one of you all. And sone of you all in here know who

am And if any of you all famly nenbers were stuck on
the streets, you know what | would do for them | would
hel p them get back to the village. That's what | woul d
do.

What |'mtelling you right nowis |I'm praying that
when those jobs are gone, |'m prayi ng you guys have

strength and you do not put value next to currency. You

don't put value next to ne. |'mbroke, but | have a | ot
of value. And | see that. | pray that the suicide rate
does not rise when all those jobs are gone. | pray that.

| don't want that for any of you.

And Joe, when the econony coll apses, when it
collapses, | wll confidently give your famly noose or
cari bou neat because where I"'mfromit's recession proof.
When t he governnent was shut down, nobody cared. Wen the

recessi on happens, when an econom c col | apse happens and

this -- everything you guys are working for fails, |
prom se you, Joe, hit nme up; |I'll give you some cari bou
neat .

MR. JOHN SCHOEN: Good evening. M nane
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I's John Schoen. |I'ma wldlife scientist. | spent 20
years as a scientist working for the Al aska Departnent of
Fish & Gane. |I'mretired now. Then | spent 14 years
wor ki ng for Audubon Alaska. I'mretired fromthem too.
|' ve had personal experience in the Arctic National
Wldlife Refuge. In 1989 | was part of a teamthat did
t he photo census of the Porcupine caribou herd. [|'l
never forget that day in early July flying a Beaver at 500
feet over a concentrated aggregati on of 90, 000 cari bou.
We counted them on the photographs. That's a | ot of
cari bou.

The Arctic National WIldlife Refuge protects an
entire ecosystem both south and north of the Brooks
Range. Decades of study within the Arctic Refuge have
confirnmed that the coastal plainis vital to the
bi odi versity of the entire refuge. The highly conpressed
habitats of the narrow coastal plain in an Arctic
Refuge -- they vary from1l5 to 40 mles to the foothills,
conpared to Prudhoe Bay and NPR-A which is 100 to 150
mles. This concentrates a wide array of wldlife native
to the Arctic, including, polar bears, grizzly bears,
wol ves, caribou and nore than 140 species of migratory
birds. According to the Fish & WIldlife Service, the
Arctic Refuge coastal plain contains the greatest wldlife

diversity of any protected area above the Arctic G rcle.
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Over 280 scientists have signed a letter to BLM
descri bing our concerns over devel oping the Arctic Refuge
coastal plain and deficiencies in the DEIS, and we are
going to submt that letter to BLM Il ater this nonth.

| will sunmarize here sone of the key concerns
identified in that letter.

One: The DEIS fails to thoroughly assess cunul ati ve
effects of a program and subsequent devel opnment in the
context of oil and gas and other industrial activity, as
wel |l as changing climte across Arctic Al aska.

Two: The DEI'S does not address or renedy the
conflict between the oil and gas program and the ot her
pur poses for which the refuge was established. Those
ot her purposes include to conserve fish and wildlife
popul ati ons and habitats in their natural diversity,
ensure water quality and quantity, and ful fill
international treaty obligations.

Three: The DEIS draws on inconpl ete, outdated and
ot herw se i nadequat e basel i ne dat a.

Four: The DEI S does not adequately address how t he
area to be covered by production and support facilities
will be limted to 2,000 acres, as required by law. This
is especially inportant in view of the National Research
Council's 2003 finding that the inpacts on Arctic

devel opnent extend far beyond the physical footprints of
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the necessary facilities and infrastructure.

Five: Differences in North Sl ope | andscapes.

Al t hough there is oil exploration and devel opnent to the
west of Prudhoe Bay and the northeastern NPR-A, there are
maj or di fferences in these | andscapes conpared to the
Arctic Refuge coastal plain. The refuge, as | said
earlier, is very narrow, nuch narrower than the area to

t he west where oil and gas devel opnent has occurred. This
has huge inplications for the inpacts on wldlife and fish
and the natural | andscape.

For exanpl e, the Porcupine caribou herd, which is now
at estinmated 218,000 animals, laying an oilfield
I nfrastructure over this narrow coastal plain would
significantly disrupt the natural novenents of this |arge
cari bou herd during calving and | ater when they are
seeking relief frominsects.

We know t he caribou, particularly |arge groups of
cows and cal ves, are displaced up to 2.50 mles from
oilfield infrastructure, including pipelines and roads.
These affects are estinated to have significant popul ation
| evel inpacts on the productivity of this herd. There are
al so significant concerns about the inpacts on denning
pol ar bears.

Six: Starting with an intensive grid of seismc

exploration tracks, oil and gas activity wiwthin the refuge
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coastal plain will comprom se the value of the Arctic
Ref uge coastal plain as a benchmark agai nst which
scientists can neasure environnmental change in an Arctic
| andscape free of direct industrial influence. This in
itself is an irrepl aceable | oss of international
significance, and it should be acknow edged in the DElS.

In addition, the DEIS is seriously flawed w t hout
describing and conmtting to a conprehensive nonitoring
pl an for the coastal plain.

Finally, No. 7: The DEIS |largely | acks adequate
scientific justification for its conclusions. For
exanple, in the section on the inpacts of oil spills on
birds, the DEIS does not provide a single literature
citation or a reference, making it difficult for the
public to follow the agency's logic. This |ack of
scientific support underm nes the very purpose of an
Envi ronment al | npact Statenent under NEPA

The scientists' letter concludes by stating: As
scientists and resource nanagers, we are opposed to oi
and gas exploration, |easing and devel opnent on the
coastal plain of the Arctic Refuge because we believe such
devel opnent is ecol ogically unsound and cannot be
acconpl i shed, while al so honoring the original purposes
for which the refuge was establi shed.

Now, finally, in ny opinion, the Arctic National
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Wldlife Refuge is our nation's only conservati on unit
spanning an intact ecosystemfromthe Arctic Ocean south
to the Brooks Range. The coastal plain of the Arctic
Ref uge represents only five percent of Al aska' s Arctic
coastal plain, nost of which is open for industrial

devel opnent .

This is also a national wldlife refuge. This is a
national interest, not just a state interest. Certainly
there are state interests, but it's also a national
interest. Managing the Arctic Refuge for its wildlife,
ecosystem and subsi stence val ues and as a baseline for
nmonitoring clinmate change will be inportant for increasing
our scientific understanding of Arctic ecol ogy and
achi evi ng bal ance bet ween conservati on and devel opnent.

The agency should not nove forward with a | easing
program under this EI'S given the inaccuracies, scientific
gaps and m sl eadi ng i nformati on.

Thank you very nuch for you attention. | appreciate
the opportunity to testify.

CHI EF GARY HARRI SON: (Speaking i n Al aska
Native | anguage.) Good day. |'m Chief Gary Harri son.
I'"'mfromthe village of Chickaloon. W are Ahtna peopl es.

There was a young | ady up here who rem nded ne that |

need to tell you all a little bit of history. By the way,

l"'mnot a witer, so | don't have this witten down.
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| n about 1824, around that tine, Russia tried to
cl ai m sovereignty over Al aska, but the United States and
Great Britain both protested i medi ately because Russi a
had nei t her conquered Al aska, nor had they discovered
Al aska. And | ater on, they asked the Russians, all right,
what did we really buy. The Russians sent back the kazlic
[ ph] of menorandum descriptive, which basically said they
sold themtwo forts on two islands, and they never got
into the mainl and Al aska. The only thing there was
readouts and unshuguks [ph], or tenporary tradi ng posts.

| used to argue this with Professor Cohn [ph] here at

the university. And he would say -- after a while he
woul d say, you are right. You are right. They assuned
Al aska. | thought, well, that's interesting. So | had to

| ook up this word "assuned,” and in the dictionary it says
they took it without law. And | agree with that. They
have taken Al aska without law. |If you | ook at the UN
treaty that was signed in -- whenever it was signed --

Anyhow, they were supposed to decol onize their
colonies. And they had a colony in the Mtanuska Vall ey,
close to where | came from And so |l know a little bit
nore about colonists than | really want to.

And | went to a decol oni zation neeting in Antigua one
tine. And Gbraltar was there saying they wanted to

decolonize G braltar. WlIIl, the chairman said, you can't
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decol oni ze G braltar because G braltar has been conquered
by al nost every nation in the Mediterranean. And the only
ones who are supposed to vote for decol onization are the
original peoples. And there is no nore original peoples
left in Gbraltar.

So it nade they think, what happened here in Al aska?
Well, they had the statehood vote. And on the |aws on the
books until 1970 was if you were a Native, you had to
prove that you could read and wite and have five
Caucasi ans sign that you were conpetent. So who really
voted for statehood in Al aska and assunmed ownershi p?
Wll, it was the mners, nerchants, mlitary and ot her
ne'er-do-wells. It wasn't the indi genous peoples, the
peopl e who were supposed to be doing the voting. They
weren't allowed to vote.

So that's why | say that it was assuned. |n other
words, taken without law. And the United States has
signed the treaty, so they are supposed to uphold that
treaty, yet they have not. They have done not hi ng but
steal the | ands and resources of the indigenous people in
Al aska.

And | heard people say that, well, everybody has
gained fromthis oil exploitation. Wll, thereis -- |
have al so been involved in the Arctic Council. And the

Arctic Council does nmainly scientific reports. And one of
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them say that the Arctic is warm ng faster than they had
originally intended, which is why nmany peopl e are saying
we have got about 13 years before there is no return.

Well, let's hope that that's not the case. But scientists
are proving that that is the case.

One of the reports also says that there is a | ot of
resources that have left the north and that the peopl e of
the north are getting very little of those resources. And
t he i ndi genous people are getting even less. So do you
t hi nk that nost of the indigenous people want this
resource exploitation when -- what are they going to get
out of it? A ness l|left behind.

And |'ve heard people say, well, it's all well and
good. Well, I also was a nechanic, and I worked at
Prudhoe Bay, and |'ve seen the pollution. One tine they
told us to hurry up and get all these | oaders done because
t hey were having an i nspection, and they had to bury all
this junk, trash and environnental degradation. So | know
about that.

And peopl e say, oh, it's so clean up there. Wll,
what about the hundreds and thousands of spills that have
been up there since they have been up there? People don't
talk about that. They just try and sweep it under the
rugs li ke, oh, everything is great. WIlIl, it's not.

| could tell you about the Central herds, but other
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peopl e have. | can tell you about the Porcupi ne herds,
but peopl e already have. But one thing that did happen
was | was at a neeting with the GMch'in, and they were

t al ki ng about how they were going to have to curtail sone
of their hunting because the herds were shrinking. W
just heard the | ast speaker tal k about how inportant this
calving grounds is that is being proposed to have this
envi ronnent al i npact.

Vell, we all know that it's going to be detrinental.
Peopl e can say that it's not and they know that they are
wrong because they can just |look at what's there now |If
they can tell nme that that's not detrinmental, then | nust
be blind, or they are, one of the two.

You know, also, the land clains act sone people talk
about, it was a genocidal act. Defines of genocide, one
of themis the fact that they left out the children. So
when they try and tell us about what they have done for
us, what they have given us, well, they have given us
genocide. And many of us know that. And to think that
this isn't going to perpetuate genocide, that's
i ncredi bl e.

And another thing that | want to | et you guys know
about is International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights. 1.2 says no people shall be deprived of their

subsi stence. Yet what's being proposed here will deprive
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many of the people of their subsistence. And the guy that
spoke before ne can probably go into detail on how t hat
coul d happen. He's a very intelligent speaker, and | hope
you |listened to himbecause he's the kind of guy that has
all of the facts and figures behind what he's saying. |
have these | aws and stuff behind what |'m sayi ng, but I
don't have the facts and figures in ny mnd |i ke sone of

t hese ot her peopl e do.

But | know t hat when people come up here and nake
out | andi sh statenents |ike, oh, it's not going to have no
harnful effects, it's ludicrous for anyone to think that
this kind of thing will not have an inpact on what's
there, a detrinental inpact on the |ife that's there, the
environnent that's there. And if you don't believe ne, go
| ook at Prudhoe Bay yourself.

And the other thing that struck ne was when we are
getting this information on all of these here, the only
one that nakes sense is A yet we are told in this neeting
here that Ais off the table. Wy did you even bring it,
then? To give sonme people hope, or just to show us how --
how this don't really nmean anything? Because the thing
that nost of us are trying to get done here, it's not
goi ng to happen. And we were told so by the | ady who just
gave that other report. |s that consultation? |Is that

comng into this open-mndedly? To nme, | don't think so,
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not when we are told that in the presentation that's given
to us on what's goi ng to happen.

And | hope you take sone of this to heart and
under st and what sonme of us are trying to say and say no to
your boss that we shouldn't do this in this unstable area.
And it's getting even nore and nore unstable by the day.
And the Arctic Council reports show that, and they al so
show t hat human devel opnment is one of the problenms. This
I s anot her big human devel opnment. It's a human
catastrophe, if you ask me. So you are asking ne, it's a
human cat astrophe.

Have a good day.

MR, PAUL JOSLIN. My nane is Paul Joslin,
and |'ma resident of Anchorage. I|I'ma retired wildlife
bi ol ogist. 1've had the good fortune to see the beauty of
the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge and to have fl oated
down the Kongakut River to the coastal plain where | saw
t he t housands of Porcupine caribou as they did their
dropping of their young. Dr. Schoen just a few m nutes
earlier tal ked about the inportance of that refuge and the
fact that hundreds of scientists specifically to do with
the Arctic Refuge are saying don't go and exploit it for
oi | .

But no matter where you fall on your feelings about

protecting this jewel in the crown of the refuge for its
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wildlife, I want to tal k about sonething el se nuch nore
serious when it conmes to why you should not exploit the
oil in the refuge.

Over the past few decades, there have been hundreds,
literally hundreds of scientific reports on climate
change. The answer is the sane when it cones to the
consequences of burning fossil fuels. No matter if you
nmeasure changes in the extent of sea ice, shrinking of
glaciers, rising CO2 levels in the atnosphere, rising
tenperatures in the tundra soil, the warm ng of the
worl d's oceans, increasing acidification, et cetera, et
cetera, et cetera, we have entered a period of rapid nass
envi ronnental change occurring literally within a few
human generati ons since we began burning fossil fuels in
ear nest .

Scientists tend to be very conservative when nmaki ng
predictions. The last thing they want to be accused of is
hyper bol e and doonsday scenarios. Mst of the earlier
predi cti ons nade by scientists about clinate change have
tended to underestinmate rather than overestinmate the
seriousness as to the oncomng threat. As the data keeps
com ng in, what scientists are discovering is that climte
change i s happeni ng even faster than their cautious early
war ni ngs had predicted.

In Cctober, the United Nations Panel on dimate

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

147

Change went so far as to say that if we don't nmake maj or
serious cuts in CO2 production entering the atnosphere in
t he next dozen years or so, we will likely reach a tipping
poi nt where it becones nearly inpossible for us hunans to
prevent clinmate change from becom ng cal amtous. Future
generations wll suffer imeasurably if we do not. And
t he econom c costs are going to be astronom cal .

Then in Novenber, the U S. federal governnment
rel eased the conbined findings of 13 different agencies
giving its own set of warnings, including its inpact on
Al aska, if addressing the climte change issue is not
taken seriously. dobal warmng is occurring tw ce as
fast in Al aska, as you all know, as it is in the Lower 48.

For the sake of our children and our children's
children, | ask that we not only not drill for oil on the
coastal plain in the Arctic Refuge, but that we and the
fossil fuel producers start listening to the voices of our
scientists -- they are not stupid people. W spend a
fortune on them-- and seriously cut back on the
producti on of greenhouse gases by sharply reduci ng our
dependence on fossil fuels.

Yes, it wll cost us and it will cost you sonething
to do this in the short-term However, the costs will not
be as nmuch if we use our ingenuity, if we create nore

green jobs. Oher states and sone countries are doing
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just this and proving, in fact, hey, it's an econom c boom
Iinits own right.

In the longer term-- and this is the nost inportant
part -- the benefits we will reap will be profound in
keepi ng our planet nore |ivable and healthy for future
gener ati ons.

Thank you for |istening.

MR JESSE THACKER  We have had sone
extrenely talented speakers, and | really appreciate your
attention today. | don't nean to make |light of a
situation, but I'lIl try to keep it maybe a little |ess
I ntense, and out of respect for all of our guests.

So ny nane is Jesse Thacker fromAl|l Pro Al aska. W
are a hunbl e service conpany in Anchorage here, and | want
to thank you to the panel and the honored guests, the
i ndi genous peopl e of Al aska and the honored Native tri bes.
It's with respect that | cone to you as a guest on this
| and.

Al t hough we are a different color, we all believe
red, which are the common interests, and that's for one
word, and that's | egacy; |egacy of our famlies and our
people. And | believe all people have this concern in
common. And along with legacy is inheritance, what we
pass onto our kids and our future generations. W have

that in common. |'m pro devel opnent, but I'monly pro
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devel opnent wth the responsi ble | eadership of those
peopl e who know how t o manage the | ands best, and that's
t he i ndi genous peopl e of Al aska.

Natives are not only necessary, but they are crucial
to resource devel opnent in Al aska. Wwo has |lived here for
generati ons upon generations? The people who know how to
best manage the |and. Al aska Natives, if you want to have
a stake in your future, your famly's future and in the
state, | beseech you, please grab the mantl e of
| eadership. Lead us into this future. Don't doubt for a
second.

You know, it's nice to be -- even if it seens, for
| ack of a better term oppressive, but | want you to
under stand that Russia and China and gl obal countries

outside of this are here to dom nate you if you do not

advance Anerica. They will dom nate you. You will be
nerely a Russian subjugate. You will be nerely a Chinese
stat esnan, an enpl oyee of the state. You will not have

the rights you have today as an Anerican citizen.

If you don't know not hi ng about Communi sm you are a
nunber. Socialismis not an ideology as far as, like, in
i nportance. Socialismis you are a tool of the state.
Conmmuni smis you are a tool of the state. You have no
i dea until you have lived in that society, which | have.

They are oppressive. They do not care whether you
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care about your land. You are a nunber and they w ||
dom nate you. This is the greatest country on earth, and
we care, and we need your | eadership, Al aska Natives. W
need you. W don't want you. W need you. You are
i nportant. You are inportant to the very fabric of our
society. You have made this great state.

So anyway, | appreciate the history, the rich history
that the Al aska Native culture has contributed here.
Wt hout you, we would not have a state. W would not have
a future. And | really appreciate you. M famly
appreci ates you as a guest on this |and.

So thank you for the love of this state. Thank you
for your famly and your enbracenent of your culture. W
are richer for it. And nost of all, thank you for your
| egacy. God bl ess you all.

MS. ROCHELLE ADAMS: (Speaking in

GMch'in.) Before | translate, for nyself and for all of
us, | want to acknow edge the traditional honel ands of the
Dena'ina people. And I want to say Chin'an to them
Mahsi' Cho for allowng us to be here today and in this
center naned after them Dena'ina people, the Athabascan
people, ny cousins. So | want to honor them and say
Mahsi' Cho.

What | said to you was ny introduction, and when we

do that, we know that we are relatives and we know who our
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famly is. And what | told you was I"'mGmMch'in

At habascan. |'m Koyukon. |I'm I nupiaq, anong other
things. | call Alaska hone. | call all of Al aska hone,
but nore specifically |I call the GaMch'in Nation ny hone.

| have fam ly over in Canada, as well, Vunta GaMch'in. W
have very close ties to this | and.

There are so many things that | want to say today.
|'ve sat here all day listening to people speak, |istening
to people stand with the Gavch'in, and | thank them so
much, and | thank you for going out to our villages. And
| know that ny -- because Gam ch'in people are very hunbl e,
caring, |loving people, and I know that when you were in
our villages that you were well taken care of and you ate
sone of our vadzai h. You ate sone of our caribou, and you
were fed that nourishnent. And so | know a part of that
is within you now, as it is with me.

It's really hard for nme to stand here today. | feel
like I"'mcarrying the weight of the world on ny shoul ders
as one GmMch'in person standing here. And |I know that you
went out to our communities and you tal ked with our elders
and you listened to our |eaders and you heard what they
have to say, but | also know that our people, specifically
when we tal k about this issue, when we tal k about our
| and, we specifically speak in our |anguage.

And so | want to acknow edge and honor that, not only
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for the GMch'in people, for the Inupiaq people and al

t he i ndi genous people of Alaska. All of our |anguages are
the official |anguages of this state. And | want to
acknow edge that these | anguages should be interpreted
because there is an entire world view that you are not
listening to and putting into the EIS and into all of

t hese docunents.

Like | said, this is hard to stand here today. And I
know t hat at the end of the day we are all just people.

We are all going to go hone to our famlies. And | want
to make sure that | have a hone to go to. | know that you
have a home to go to. And you don't have to |ive under

t he constant stress right now of being questioned, you
know, will ny children be able to live the way | [|ived?
WIIl ny children be able to go out onto the Iand the way |
was raised? WII there be the |land there? WIIl it be
heal t hy?

You know, when we think about our aninmals, we have to
study all of them because we are so tightly connected. W
have to thi nk about the caribou. Al of our villages, the
GMch'in villages, are along the mgration routes of the
cari bou. You should know that, right?

Because that's how inportant it is to us in Al aska
and Canada. And so when | think about that, | think about

the international treaty rights that we have with our
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cousins over there, and | know that they would be very
upset, too, you know. They are feeling the stress, as
well. And | know that they have a | ot to say about what
happens to the Porcupine River caribou herd and all the
other animals and the plants, the water, the |l and. They
have just as nmuch a right in this process wth sayi ng what
happens to that.

And by not acknow edging them that's a violation of
treaty rights, international treaty rights that should be
hel d up between the U.S. and Canada, bot h.

There is a lot of points | want to nmake. | thank
peopl e who are standing with the Gvch'in Nation all day.
There have been very eloquently stated, the facts. There
are so nany gaps within the EI S

One of the big things for ne is that | feel rushed.
You know, | don't feel |ike we have even had tinme to | ook

t hrough it. 300 pages, and we have only had a few days to

| ook over it. And | don't see fromwhat -- what | can see
in that, I don't see anything from what ny peopl e have
said intheir -- inthe villages. | don't see it In

there. That traditional know edge, you know, our
subsi stence, | don't see it in there.

And so |I'm asking you to |earn throughout this
process and include the indi genous peopl e' s perspective,

and that neans including our | anguages.
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Wien | see this picture up here, | see hone. You
know, when | hear people talk all day, they say oh, ANVWR,
you know. And it's an acronym It doesn't nean much to
people. But what | see, that's a sacred place. And it
just seems, like, ridiculous to me. | feel like I have to
stand here and beg you people for ny people to continue
living. As a hunan being on this earth, can you i nmagi ne
how that feels? | have to | ook at you and hope that you
will find it in you to let ny people live in a healthy,

i ntact ecosystem

You know, | was raised on the land. | really was. |
was raised on the rivers. | was raised on a trap |line
wth ny dad. | have a very tight connection with this,
you know.

And as a linguist, as a cultural bearer, you know, as
an elder in training -- | was trained by our elders. |
have spent a lot of tinme |learning our traditional stories
and specifically our creation story. | know these stories
about the caribou, our relationship with them you know.
And these are -- this is how we pass that know edge on.

And | i ke sonmebody said earlier -- | think it was
Shawna Larson. She said there is not a word to transl ate
subsistence. It's not just one word. And so | think
that's a really good exanple of how you really have to

listen to the stories of our people to understand, you
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know, that there is not only facts, you know. There is
science, all these things that go into this process. And
| know you have a | ot of work ahead of you. But for us,
t he i ndi genous people, this connection, is enbedded in our
| anguage. And | want to reiterate how inportant that is,
that whole world view And they are in these traditional
stories, you know.
And | think about the whole process, you know, this
setting. And the relationships that we have with one
anot her, the Gamch'in people, the |Inupiaq people, all of
us here, there are so many people that | |Iove and care
about that have stood up today. And I thank you so nuch.
But the people of that area, | nean, nobody can speak
for ne as a GMch'in person. And I really don't -- you
know, I don't want to feel this division betwen the
GM ch'in and the Inupiaq. | have famly that's | nupiag.

| have famly that's Gm ch'in and Koyukon, all these --

' meven Japanese. |'m Swedish, you know. [|I'mrelated to
nost of the state. These are ny famly. | don't want to
be divided with ny famly. | care about people.

| understand sovereignty. | want us to be able to

govern our own hones, but | also think that in this
process, it has to be fair. It has to be just, equitable,
and not just who has the nbst noney.

| mean, right now as we speak, we are in the mddle
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of climate chaos. Qur rivers are not freezing. You know,
It's raining. There is places flooding, you know.  Qur

|l and is burning. |'msure you have heard these stories.

' msure you are aware of what's happening all across our

| and. And maybe you know why. | woul d hope that you know
why.

And right now with your stroke of your pen, you have
a |l ot of power over people. You have power, you know.

And t hese seats that you are hol ding, you have the power
to do the right thing. And that can't be neasured with
noney, but it can be nmeasured with our future.

And so I'masking you and I'mgiving it to you wth
this know edge that you get from our people, because |
know you have been to our villages. You know, |'m honored
that you got to listen to our elders because | stand here
to represent and echo what they have told you in Arctic
Village and in Venetie and Fort Yukon.

But there is also the other villages that you haven't
been to. You haven't been to Beaver. You know, you
haven't been to Birch Creek, other Ga ch'in communities.
And | feel like we are all greatly inpacted, all of our
GM ch'in people. And | think for this to be an equitable
process, that you would listen to all of us. You would
listen to all of our people.

| just wish that -- you know, | know that this isn't
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enough tinme. This is one snapshot of, you know, our |ives
coming together in this nmonent, but it's so inportant for
me. | couldn't tell you what I'mfeeling right now, but
it's really heavy and it's going to take sone tine for ne
to process even today because this is -- it neans so nuch
to ne.

And seei ng people cone up as their job and
representing corporations and businesses, that's not the
voi ce of the people. This is a public process. This is
supposed to be the voice of the people, not the voice of
sonebody's job, not the voice of soneone's position and
where they are working. This should be from people's
hearts.

And when peopl e cone up here and they say, | have
been in Al aska 20 years, you know, |I'm an indi genous
Al askan or whatever, you know, whatever their reasoning
for calling this place hone and putting ownershi p over
this land, to nme it's -- it can't conpare to the thousands
and t housands and t housands of years that ny peopl e have
lived on this |and.

When we go out on the land and -- don't get ne w ong.
We don't step foot on this. That's sacred. You are not
supposed to touch that. But when we go out on our | and,
we know every bend of river, you know, |ike you are

driving down Northern Lights and you are |like, oh, take a
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ri ght here. You know, maybe you have a connection with
t hat pl ace.

But I'mtrying to tell you, we have stories, you
know. We have people that are buried. W have just so
many connections that | don't think I could explain to you
in this short anount tinme, you know. But let ne just tell
you, our ancestors are sleeping on this land. They are
sleeping in the water. M dad is in the river and ny
stepnother is in the river. W were never able to find
her body.

| just want you to know you hold that power. You
have the authority to keep this home clean so we can
mai ntai n that connection. | could know that our rivers
are going to be clean, our land wll be clean because ny
famly is sleeping in there.

W have |lived here for so long. W don't have
anywhere else to go. The dirt that's ny ancestors, the
trees. Wien we tal k about the caribou, they don't have
any other birthing grounds. The whales that will cone
here, the dinjik, vadzai h, dats'an, |uk choo, dats'an, all
of these, all of these species of animals, all these
bi rds, they conme fromaround the world just to nest here,
the one place in this planet that we have. And those
speci es have nowhere el se to go.

| know that you guys have a really big job, and I
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thank you for listening to us. And you know, |ike sone
people said, there is inequity in these systens. You
know, as an Al aska Native woman, it's hard for ne to stand
here. It's hard for ne to stand here and speak Engli sh
and try to represent ny people, but | do it with honor. |
was instructed by our elders to do this in a good way.

And |I'm sure you have heard all about that going to our

vi |l | ages.

And so | just want you to renmenber, you know, when
you were there with our people, you were sitting and
listening to Trinble Glbert in Arctic Village and Judify
Iin Venetie, you know, and our chiefs in Fort Yukon. You
know, think about them think about ne when you are making
decisions that will directly inpact our |life and our
future.

There is a lot of other things that, you know, | want
to say, and |'mgoing to include these in witing, but I
just want to nake sure that, you know, how do you
determ ne what's substantive? Because it seens to ne, how
can you -- how can you know that w thout, you know,
translating all of our |anguages? And how can you have
this DEI'S when, you know, it doesn't include any of those
t hi ngs that they have shared? It doesn't include the
stories, these connections to the |and, you know, this

sacred place where |ife begins. How can you know t hat
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when you don't even hear a word that they have said in

t heir | anguage.

So you know, | just want to say again that that needs
to be translated. And even with the -- you know, the UN
Decl aration for |ndigenous People, |I think that's article

13, you know, that we are supposed to be able to conduct
t hese processes in our |anguage when we deemit necessary.

And again, | just, you know, want to echo what sone
people said. This process, it's been fast-tracked and
there is not adequate tine, you know And it's rushed.
And it has to be a just process. W need our GaMch'in
experts. We need our |nupiat experts. They may not be
sitting up there with you, but they sure -- they exist and
there has to be a way to incorporate that know edge into
this systemin a fair and just way.

| just want to say, you know, again, Mhsi' Cho to
everyone that's standing with the Gach'in Nation and know
that a lot of us -- alot of us are in D.C. now W wll

be neeting with you there. Thank you for neeting with our

people in the village. I1'mglad that you got out there to
experience that. |'msure that you, you know, enjoyed
eating the vadzaih and that -- and that's sonething so
i nval uabl e.

You know, | know what it was like flying into Arctic

Village. And | don't know if you have actually seen the
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cari bou when you were |l anding, but that's really
sonething. And it's hard to put experiences |like that
into words, but | know that you feel it in your heart.
And | know that that will stay with you because what we
are tal king about is sacred. W call it the sacred pl ace
where |ife begins. And that |and has the power to heal
us. And if we do this in the right way, in a fair, just
process and we listen to the people, you know, if we are
able to choose Alternative A, |'msure that many peopl e
woul d |'i ke to choose that option. And so that should be
an option.

But | just want to say Mahsi' Cho. Thank you. And I
w sh you all well, wellness and safety in your travels.
And | hope that you cone back to our communities to talk
with our people. And I would like you to visit all of our
GM ch'in communities. So | invite you to work with all of
our GuMch'in communities. And that neans in Canada, too.

MS. KARA MORI ARTY: (Good evening. M/ nane

Is Kara Moriarty and, for the record, |I'mthe president
and CEO of the Alaska G| and Gas Associ ation, commonly
referred to as ACGA.

ACGA is the professional trade association for the
i ndustry in Al aska. M nenbers represent the majority of
conpani es exploring, producing, refining and transporting

oil and gas in the state of Al aska, both on the North
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Sl ope and in Cook Inlet.

As a remnder, the oil and gas industry has been a
| ong provider of jobs and wages and revenue to the state
and | ocal governnments. Since statehood, the oil and gas
I ndustry has provi ded over 160 billion dollars, not
adjusted for inflation, since statehood in the form of
royal ties, production tax, inconme tax and property tax.

Ri ght now we provide about one-third of all jobs in
the state of Al aska can be attributed back to the
i ndustry, as well as over 30 percent of private sector
wages in our state's econony.

This current fiscal year, when you roll in the noney
that we provide in property tax to the | ocal governnent of
the North Sl ope Borough, we wll provide over three
billion dollars to state and | ocal governnents this
cal endar year al one.

The Al aska G| and Gas Associ ati on has | ong supported
responsi bl e devel opnent of the coastal plain of the Arctic
National WIldlife Refuge. You often hear the majority of
Al askans support devel opnent, and about a nonth ago we did
a public opinion survey in the state of Al aska, and 64
percent of Al askans strongly support devel oprment in the
1002 ar ea.

As a bit of history, the Arctic National WIldlife

Range was created in 1960 at nine mllion acres. Wth the
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passage of the Al aska Native Interest Lands Conservati on
Act in 1980, 20 years later, the area expanded to 19.2
mllion acres with over 90 percent desi gnated as pernanent
wi | der ness.

There has been nention about there has never been a
pur pose for oil and gas in this area, and that is not true
I f you go back and | ook at the history. Because there is
a section in ANILCA, Section 1002 -- that's how we have
cone to know this area as the 1002 area -- that
specifically states that an area should be set aside for
future oil and gas devel opnent if approved by Congress.

So for alnost 40 years, there has been the potenti al
pur pose for oil and gas devel opnment in this area.

The U.S. Energy Information Adm nistration, referred
to as EIA predicts that by 2050 -- 2050 -- petrol eum and
other liquids, closely followed by natural gas, wll
remain by nultiple magnitudes the nost consuned energy
source in the United States.

d obal estimates fromthe I EA, the Internationa
Energy Adm nistration, also predicts by 2050 that over 50
percent of the world's energy will still conme from
tradi ti onal sources of oil and natural gas.

Wiy is that inportant when we bring it in context for
t he 1002 area? Conservative estimates fromthe 1980

sei sm c and exploration, geologists predict that the nean,
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t he average, production could be between 10 and 11 billion
barrels of oil. To date we have produced over 17 billion,
and counting, over 40 years.

So this could be the next generation of oil and gas
devel opnent. It still remains the best single opportunity
for onshore devel opnent on federal |and, and | know of no
ot her prospect on federal |and onshore that could have
this potential .

So production fromthe coastal plain wll
significantly reduce the U S. reliance on foreign oil for
t he next coupl e of decades. W know that production wll
take tine. So even if we do have a successful |ease sale
in the next year or two, we will not see production for at
| east 12 to 15 years. So this is the future oil that we
need so that we do not have to rely on foreign oil.

The EI A al so projects that from 2031 to 2050 --
agai n, the next couple of decades -- production fromthe

coastal plain could reduce the U S. expenditures on crude

oil and petrol eum product inports by al nost 600 billion
dol | ars.
The Draft EIS is an inportant step toward fulfilling

Congress' directive that the Secretary of Interior
establish a conpetitive oil and gas program for the
| easi ng, devel opnent, production and transportati on of oil

and gas in and fromthe coastal plain. The industry has a
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hi story of safe, effective and environnentally responsible
devel opnent of our Arctic spanning al nost five decades.

This record of devel opnent on Al aska's North Sl ope
and associ ated offshore areas provi des strong support for
BLM s proposed | easing program W have been able to
reduce our footprint. Technol ogy has changed.
Devel opment on the coastal plain today woul d be a nuch
smal ler footprint to get to a |arger area underneath wth
hori zontal drilling.

In general, the Draft EISis well organized and
provi des a thorough anal ysis of reasonably foreseeable
I npacts of a coastal plain |easing program The BLM has
made a trenendous effort to prepare the Draft EIS that is
responsi ve to Congress' directive, while anal yzing
anticipated effects of future devel opment consistent with
the requirenments of the National Environnental Policy Act,
or NEPA.

It is essential that BLMs EIS evaluate alternatives
t hat neet the purpose and need established by Congress.
And al t hough we, as industry, are still fully eval uating
the alternatives, sone of the alternatives coul d
provide -- could be challenging for actual devel opnent of
t he coastal plain because the devel opabl e areas woul d be
so snall, isolated and renoved that it would not support

I nt egrat ed devel opnent, which is safer and nore
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environnental | y consci ous.

Any alternatives that do not allow for the eventual
devel opnent, production and transportation of oil and gas
in and fromthe coastal plain would not neet the
requi rements established by Congress and, in our opinion,
t herefore, would not neet the purpose or need of the EIS.

So we encourage the BLMto carefully consider all of
the detailed witten comments and oral comments that you
have heard in the state over the | ast week and a half and
t he many comments that |'msure you will get by the March
deadline. And to continue to proceed with the preparation
of a final EIS

As a representative industry in Al aska, | often get
t he question, are any conpanies going to show for the
| ease sal e, especially because the seism c program | ooks
like it may not happen this winter. | can't guarantee
t hat any conpany is going to cone to the | ease sale, but |
can guarantee that they won't if the | ease sale is not
hel d.

So as a personal perspective and lastly as a nom and
soneone who has taught school on the North Slope, |
started ny career in Al aska teaching first and second
grade in Atgasak. It's in NPR-A so west of the coastal
plain. But | can assure you that ny desire to have a

strong and safer, healthy comunity is not just for ny
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children here in Anchorage who are here tonight, but also
for the kids back on the North Sl ope who are now parents.
My first and second graders are now parents with kids in
school and in the village. And sone are in Nuiqsut. Sone
i n Anaktuvuk Pass. Sonme are in Point Lay.

So we need strong and healthy economes. W love to
recreate here personally, and we enjoy the state and want
to see it successful for years to cone.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

M5. AMY LEWS: The neeting was schedul ed
to end at 7:00. There are still a |large nunber of people
that would like to give public testinony. W wll try to
accommobdate as many as we can. W have this roomuntil
8:00. W have to be physically out of this roomat 8:00.
So we can take public testinony, continue until 7:45. So
we wll try to get as nmany speakers in as possible in the
next 45 mnutes. Please be cogni zant of others that want
to speak and keep that in mnd as you are giving your
testi nony, but we wll keep going, try to get as nany as
we can in for the next 45 m nutes.

MS. ELENA CHARLES: Hi. As ny grandna
woul d say, ny gussuk nane is Elena Charles. | was given
the Yup'ik nane Ala and Alaq from ny grandparents, which
means ol der sister. | amYup'ik Eskino fromthe city of

Bethel, as well as ny father, Frank Charles. M nother,
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Priscilla Hunter, is fromthe village of Hooper Bay. And
we are nowhere near ANWR, but it directly affects us and
affects our cousins up there in the Interior.

| will be the first to stand up here and tell you
don't know nuch of anything about this, but I do know that
ANVWR was designated a refuge for a reason. It is a very
fragil e ecosystem not just there but the entire state of
Al aska. And any inpact, any little thing that wll throw
t hat environnent off balance will not only inpact the

peopl e of the region, not just the people of Al aska, but

this entire -- on a gl obal |evel.
| renmenber the Exxon Valdez oil spill, and I -- |
know it was a conpletely different issue fromdrilling,

but just imagine if sonething like that, even on a tiny,
m nut e scal e of that happeni ng, what the effects would be
on the environnent, the animals and the | and.

It's al so been shown that the use of fossil fuels is
directly linked to global warm ng, climte change, and it
really affects here in the north because it nelts our
permafrost. And as the permafrosts nelts, nore nethane is
rel eased into the atnosphere, and therefore we are just
destroyi ng oursel ves.

You know, our people don't look -- we don't work for
ourselves. W work for the generation that's com ng after

us and their children and their children and their
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chil dren because this land is not ours. This land is on

|l oan to us fromour children. And when ny chil dren have
children and they see pictures of the planet and what it
used to be, I would like to ask you, what answer do | give
then? What do | say to them when they | ook at pictures of
what this world was and why is it not the sane?

So you know, | don't know a | ot about anything, but I
do know that there is a Hopi prophesy, and it's called the
warriors of the rainbow Says when the earth is ravaged
and the animals are dying, a new tribe of people shal
cone into the earth frommany col ors, creeds and cl asses
and who, by their actions and deeds, shall make the earth
green again and they shall be known as warriors of the
rai nbow.

So | think all of you guys who are here hel ping
defend ANWR, protect the sacred, we are the warriors of
t he rainbow. W are that Hopi prophecy. Not just us, but
all of the nation and all of the world.

So t hank you.

MS. ANN RAPPOPORT: Thank you for this
opportunity to comment and for your patience in listening
to everyone. M nane i s Ann Rappoport, and |I'm a resident
of Anchorage representing nyself. And I'Il tell you about
my experience and background for commenti ng.

|"mretired fromthe US. Fish & WIldlife Service as
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a supervi sory biol ogi st where ny 33-year career included
ni ne years inplenenting Section 1002 of AN LCA, whet her
t he coastal plain of the Arctic Refuge should be open to
oil and gas drilling.

| participated in nonitoring the previous 1983 to '85
seism ¢ and surface geol ogy expl oration programon the
coastal plain in public neetings and affected vill ages and
in | eading the environnental assessnment teamfor the 1987
El S.

More recently | attended nultiday public neetings in
Fai rbanks and Ut qiagvik with BLM s Regional Mtigation
Strategy for oil developnment in the NPR-A which is sone
ot her federal |ands that have a | ot of potential for oil
and gas, contrary to a previous speaker.

But there are nany people fromthe North Sl ope
communi ties who recounted how current oil devel opnent, as
well as climte change, are negatively affecting their
ability to harvest fish and wld resources for essenti al
subsi stence, causing significance health and ot her
concer ns.

And you are hearing about these tonight, as well as
fromthe Gumch'in people who are spiritually and
culturally tied to the health of the coastal plain
Por cupi ne cari bou herd as a significant food source.

Since the 1987 EI'S, the geology of the coastal plain
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has not changed. Neither the biological inportance, nor
subsi stence val ues of the coastal plain have | essened
since the 1980 studies. |If anything, the area is nore

I nportant and uni que as devel opnent has covered and
affected a greater and greater area to the west.

The posters in the back of the room the infornmation
in the Draft EIS and what many ot hers here have said
graphically docunent the specifics about the diverse,
nunerous and i nternational species for whomthe coastal
plain is an essential habitat and likely inpacted from oil
and gas devel opnent.

These woul d occur to the international Porcupine
cari bou herd who cal ve on the coastal plain and about
whose protection there is an international treaty wth
Canada. You know about the i nmense nunbers of snow geese
breedi ng here and the other couple hundred nearly
m gratory bird species. You know that polar bears den and
I ncreasingly use the coastal plain as their sea ice
hunting platforns nelt wwth our warm ng clinate. You know
the fish in the rivers feed the people and fertilize the
Arctic bione, and countl ess other species depend on this
uni que ecosystem for various |life stages.

And you have heard about the inportance of this place
to the Native Al askans who consider it their sacred hone

and have subsi sted of these renewabl e resources for
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t housands of years. All of these have been protected
under the purposes of the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge
as initially established 60 years ago and updated in the
1980 Al aska Lands Act.

After extensive analysis in 2015, U S. Fish &
Wldlife Service recommended a wi | derness designation for
t he area.

So what's changed? Well, there is two factors that |
really want to nention and are why you can add to all this
for selecting the no action alternative in the final EIS,
even if that is contrary to a clause in a conpletely
unrelated tax bill that was passed by Congress and that
you have, unfortunately, been assigned to inplenent.

So the first factor is that current and pl anned
devel opnent over the past few decades now extends over
about two-thirds of the North Sl ope.

So the undevel oped Arctic Refuge coastal plain is now
even nore critical as the last remaining Arctic ecosystem
in the United States where there is not oil and gas
| easing occurring. |It's the last mgratory corridor from
nmountains to the coastal plain to the coast and sea
beyond.

There are adjacent state lands to the west crossed by
an extensive infrastructure of spider web and activities

of oil and gas production, and then there is the
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BLM managed NPR-A, where drilling and | easing with some
initial production is west of the state | ands.

The people in Nuigsut did not worry when Prudhoe Bay
devel opnents were 70 mles away, but now that drilling is
wi thin sight and sound, they are concerned about asthma
that their children are suffering, cancer rates and
decreasing availability of subsistence resources.

The second factor that's very iInportant now as you
consider this issue is our warmng climte, which is
exacerbating all these changes, and it's faster and faster
that it's happeni ng.

Pol ar bears spend nore tine on | and and have greater
difficulties finding food with a potential increase in
human/ bear conflicts. |Invasive species are noving north.
Freeze up is later and snow nelt earlier, shortening the
peri od when ice road and wi nter exploration can occur
w t hout damagi ng the tundra. Coastal erosion, nelting
per maf rost and changes in rivers freezing and thaw ng all
affect the ability of those from Kaktovik, Arctic Village
and other villages to safely travel and obtain needed
subsi st ence resources.

Mor eover, the social and econonmic costs of climte
change, which is speeding up as we devel op and burn nore
fossil fuels, are not sustainable. The cost in the United

St ates of extrene weat her influenced di sasters, such as
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wld fires and hurricanes, was recently tallied as 91
billion dollars in 2018 al one, as 306 billion dollars in
2017.

So how do those figures bal ance agai nst the naybe one
billion for the U.S. and one billion for Al aska that coul d
result fromleasing the coastal plan? Wat if instead we
could put those funds to inproving and i npl enenti ng
renewabl e energy technol ogi es across our country? Put it
to mtigating and sl owi ng down clinmate change?

W need to transition froman Al askan econony
dependent on oil to one enbracing clean renewal energy
resources and the new jobs that represents. But
unfortunately, that is not what's being consi dered here.

So while the Tax Act limts the specific devel opnment
footprint to 2,000 acres, one |look at a map of the
exi sting spider web of oil devel opment on Al aska's North
Sl ope shows that nuch, much larger of an area is traversed
by this developnent. It will cause secondary inpacts and
di sturbance throughout a significantly nuch, much nore
extensive area. Wth tw potential |ease sales of 400, 000
acres each, at least half the total area of the coastal
pl ain could actually be invol ved.

During preparation of the 1987 EIS for the coastal
plain, | wtnessed appointed officials at the highest

| evel s i nfluence and nodify the recommendati ons fromthe
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field scientists and experts. |If your recommendati ons are
changed as this process noves up the decision | adder, it
shoul d be transparent so all Anericans will know and can
weigh in on the future of this inportant national

treasure.

The information presented in the EI'S, ny coments and
those of many others clearly justify that the final EI S
must recommend the no action alternative. O herw se,
there is no alternative for the fish, wildlife, habitats
and subsi stence users of the Arctic Refuge coastal plain
if oil and gas devel opnent proceeds, nor is there nuch
hope for slow ng down and reducing clinate-i nduced
di sasters, |like communities sinking into our seas and
rivers as sea levels rise or for communities affected by
nore and worse wi Il dfires and hurricanes.

In closing, | hope you can be brave, listen to the
peopl e who depend on these resources for their food and
way of life. Pay attention to the ecol ogical and
bi ol ogi cal values and the | egislative purposes for the
Arctic Refuge. | urge you to be the | eaders who can hel p
us pursue other options to diversify and add jobs to our
Al askan econony, such as with renewabl e energy.

The correct conclusion for this EIS process is
selection of the no action or no | easing alternative.

Thank you.
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MS. MALI NDA CHASE: Good evening. |I'm
Mel i nda Chase, and |I'm here speaking on ny own behal f.
And | amdefinitely not as prepared as the | ast speaker
was. However, | do feel strongly, as she does, that the

no alternative is to be put forward.

My hone village is Anvik. It has the |argest chum
salmon run in the world. | did not know that until about
five or six years ago. And this is -- | do stand with the

GmM ch'in people and | do stand for those people up north
that do not want to see this devel opnment.

But this is not just about them It is about us
right now It's about our animals. [It's about our
future. And it's about our |ivelihood as we nove forward.

And t he previous speaker asked you to be brave, and |
think that's exactly what is needed for all of us as we
nmove forward. Heavy conversations are definitely needed.

Two years ago | flewinto ny hone village. Maybe,
yeah, two years ago. And when | hit Holy Cross, | could
see -- and it was in the end of July when cranberries and
the berries are ripe. And | could see no -- | could see
no | eaves fromHoly Cross up to Anvik. And | got on the
ground, and I went to ny little house, and I was thinking
there is no | eaves anywhere.

And | went down to the store and | asked one of the

gals there. | said, what's -- how cone you have no
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| eaves? What's going on? And she said, oh, all the
caterpillars. D dn't you see it on Facebook how nuch
caterpillars we had that cane through? And |I wal ked out
of ny house, and | started to | ook around, and there was
no berries, common berries. Conmmon berries that we rely
on: Cranberries and xushreds, which are rosehi ps.

Anyway | got back, because |I |live in Fairbanks, and I
ended up asking a coll eague who works in climte, you
know, about this. And she said this is definitely
related. The insects are definitely related to a rising
t enper at ur e.

And so what | share is that story with you because
what struck ne at that tine when | was hone and | could
see that the nbst common berries that we rely on were not
available. And this is in ny area. This has to do with
just one inpact of a warmng climate. And | think about
this for all of Al aska.

And today upstairs if you would have listened to the
speaker on sal nron and the anount of resources -- the
anount of noney that we get fromsalnon in this state and
the return on investnent that he cited, the keynote
speaker, Schindler [ph], today.

He said for -- we get a return on investnment between
40- and 300 billion for fish in the state of Al aska, nuch,

nmuch greater than the return on investnent for oil. Gl
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Is flat. So one to one. And he showed it today.

And he al so showed that in the watershed, you can
have one year that fish go up into one watershed in one
area in one creek, and three years later they go into
anot her one. And it was very conpelling. And if you
wat ch that -- you need to watch it because it was
recorded. And he shows the entire ecosystemfor fish.

And so we have definitely a warmng climate. You' ve
heard it here and you heard it fromthis gal who has got
expertise from being on these studies fromyears ago. |
think this is not just about the North Slope. It's not
just about the caribou. It's about all of our aninals.
And we are in a position where we can make a significant
change.

| am a Doyon sharehol der. Have | benefited? Very
little. 1 get a $600 dividend once a year. That's very
different than sone of the other -- excuse ne -- |I'm
pretty nervous.

And | think that when | | ook at how much fish goes in
ny freezer and how nmuch npbose goes into ny freezer and
what a difference that makes, the fact that | can work
with ny daughter and work with ny famly, nobody can buy
that. Nobody can buy that with any anount of nobney,
definitely not with a $600 di vidend. And who has been

able to benefit?
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| have been raised -- | was rai sed under ANCSA. |
was born into the systemand raised, and | watched the
devel opnent. And | never once had access to one of those
North Sl ope jobs. Very nmuch who you know, when you know,
when you showed up. And | still ook at this system and |
cone in, and who are in those positions? Wo are in the
VP positions? It's not our people. W have a very snall
nunber. 25 percent of Doyon's and Doyon subsidiaries is
how much enpl oy our shareholders. Ten years ago it was
only 11 percent. That is not very nmuch after 40 years.

So that's just one story.

If you were to | ook at our | eadership, of course they
are benefitting. If you were to | ook at our board, of
course, they are benefitting. But it's a sliver of people
across Al aska. And you have to | ook at what is happening,
and what are we going to be paying with. Wat are we
going to pay with for the next 30 to 40 years for this
short-term devel opnent? W are going to pay a hell of a
lot, and it's going to be not just for us, but for
generations after us. And what really bothers ne is when
| was | ooking back here and | spent tine -- because |I'm --

Part of the reason |I'm so nervous is |'mnot a person
to talk off the top of ny head, and | feel unprepared,

SO --

But | went back there to | ook to see because you had
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SO nany young people sitting up here. And when | wal ked
I n here, you had a young person sayi ng, where are we in
this picture? And | | ooked back at these posters, and
there is not one poster that denonstrates or shows the
climate projections and the inpacts as they happen on the
North Sl ope or for Alaska, just for all of Alaska in the
next 30 years or | ooking at the devel opnent 50 years out.
And that's -- you know, you are m ssing information.

So |l just -- | think that | ooking at that no action
alternative -- it was very underm ni ng what Mirkowski di d.
It was undermning to all of us. It was not sonething
that we had a chance to weigh in on. And to see our
| eadership go down -- and | say our |eadership in the
Interior. W have a | eader that went down, and he went
and testified, and he was relying on a 1995 resol ution.
Not one of our shareholders got to weigh in. M daughter
was born in 1995. And did she get to weigh in on that
deci sion for Doyon to support this? No, she didn't. And
does she get to weigh in on this?

So | just -- | urge you guys to be brave, to be brave
and to ook at all these -- we have the national climte
assessnent that's out that says we need to be adapting
now. W need to be mtigating now It's a better
I nvestnment right now Read those chapters. There is key

nmessages in those chapters, and they are easy to
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understand. We have the Intergovernnental Panel on
Cimate Change. Read that. That should be part of all
t his.
Thank you.

M5. AMAYA SHAW M/ nane is Amaya, and in
nmy | anguage it's Paul opsin [ph], which is night rain. M
nane Amaya i s Japanese, and it nmeans night rain, the sane
as ny GMmch'in nane. |I'mfrom Beaver, Alaska. And I'm
19.

And | just wanted to cone up here and say how nuch

this hurts to think about. Like, I'mnot too sure

about -- I'mnot too well read in this or anything, but I
just want to say that | just -- | feel |like being born to
be an i ndi genous wonan, | feel |ike being Native to this

| and | have been born with a hole in ny heart fromthe
col oni zation of nmy ancestors and of ne. There is a hole
in nmy heart. W are |losing our |anguage. W are | osing
our culture. There's a |lot of pieces of the puzzle that
are m ssing.

And | realize that, but alot of ny -- a lot of the
yout h around ne, they don't realize that. They don't know
why they feel a hole in their heart. And | do feel like
t hat hol e keeps growi ng and growi ng the older | get and
the nore that | learn and the nore aware that | have

become of things around ne.
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Li ke growi ng up and going out fishing wth ny grandpa

every summer having a fish wheel was so fun, | didn't
think of that, there were |aws against, |ike, we have
to -- we have to wait. W have to call every day in the

sunmer now to nmake sure that it's legal for us to fish.
And we don't even get enough fish to supply our famly
wth what we need. So that's another -- another piece
m ssi ng, another piece m ssing.

And | can just feel this hole in ny heart grow ng.
And | have to worry about if ny famly will get enough
food, and now | have to worry about if ny grandkids wll
even be able to get food, when | have them sonme day, and
if we will even be able to live on this land if it's going
to be healthy enough, you know.

So that's just what | wanted to say as an i ndi genous
youth of the |l and you guys are | ooking at.

Thank you for |istening.

MS. ADRI ENNE AAKALUK TI TUS: Hi . | had to

get on your |evel, guys. (Speaking in |Inupiag.)

Is there sonething that | can, |ike, get on their
|l evel so | can | ook eye to eye with these nen? | just
want you to know that | want to | ook in your eyes today as
| speak to you

' m standi ng here tonight as an | nupiaqg woman. |'m

standi ng here toni ght as an act of survival, not just for
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nysel f, but ny people, and the rest of the indigenous
people in this state. |'m standing here as an act of
survival for ny children, their children to cone, and
t hose who cone after us that will speak ny nane.

(Speaking in Inupiag.) | speak ny grandparents' nane
tonight to honor them | speak ny parents' nane to honor
them | stand here tonight to honor the three young nen
that we lost to suicide this sumrer alone. | stand here
toni ght to honor the nothers that are tired at hone
waiting for their husbands to | eave that dam Sl ope job
t hat they have been forced to work.

| stand here tonight for the people that are torn in
their hearts that don't have the courage to cone up and
speak out against this suppression of dissent that is put
upon them by these corporations that represent them
fal sely.

| stand here tonight in honor of ny people that
cannot be here because of their health that has been
I npacted by this industry that you say is such a success
I n our state, because we have not seen that success.

As an | nupiat woman that has grown up on the | and,
| ' ve seen nothing but desecration throughout ny life.
lived through the Valdez oil spill. | watched ny dad, ny
uncles, their famly, | watched them cry every norning

until the day they di ed because they wanted to feel that
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hole in their heart to be filled. And it never was.

And tonight | stood here and I listened to a young
woman who pleaded with you for her own survival. And as
you sit up there and you | ook down at our peopl e today
wi th your authority, | feel sorry that you have to go hone
and go to bed with all of these words running through your
mnds. And this DEIS that you propose, the 300-sone pages
that determne the rest of ny life and nmy survival, ny
peopl e's survival, the 300-sone pages isn't enough. It
isn't enough to conprehend who we are.

In Alaska we are all, every single one of us, are all
connected as i ndi genous people since tine i menorial.
Those seal grease trading trails that you guys have
| abel ed as national park trails, the Iditarod trail, al

of these different trails that have been | abel ed were once

where our ancestors have wal ked and where we still carry
and we still touch the ground and ask for themto return
to us.

And that's the very thing | did today before |I cane
in here. | prayed for words. | prayed for themto cone
up in through nme to be able to share their nessage so that
my children can know that | did not |eave this world and
gi ve up, so that ny dad, who | ooks down at ne fromthose
stars every night when they start shining, knows that I

never gave up.
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Who we are as indigenous people is a gift, and it's
not yours to take away. Qur land is our identity. 1It's
who we are. It's our language. It's our rights. It's
our stories. It's been given and passed on to us since
time imenorial. W didn't need a pen to bring that down.

Oral history has carried on since the begi nning of
tine. W still share those nonents. On Sundays | host a
famly dinner, and | open it to people that have been
di splaced fromtheir hones in the villages that have been
forced to nove into urban -- in these urban comunities
because they can't afford gas, because they can't afford
t he high cost of processed foods in those stores, because
they aren't offered those jobs that you tal ked so freely
about giving.

| got on a plane last week to go to Utqgiagvik. W
| anded in Prudhoe Bay. There was six of us left on the
pl ane, six indigenous wonen. And the rest were white nen
that got off the plane to work those fields, those oi
fields.

Whiere were our Native brothers in the hiring process?
What part of that benefits our people? Were is that
di vi dend benefitting our people? Howis desecrating nore
of our sacred places benefitting our people?

There are 33 comunities that face rel ocati on because

of erosion right now because of climte change. 33.
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That's 33 communities wth generations of people that have
lived in that place since the beginning of tine. | know
it's hard for you to think about that concept, the

begi nning of tinme, but it's right here in ny hands. M
DNA carries it with ne. M heart carries it with ne. The
stories that | hold inside ne carry it with me. And I
pass that on to ny children.

| stand here today in honor of those m ssing and
mur der ed i ndi genous wonen whose |ives were cut short
because of all of this that has conme into our |and.
stand here today to all of the -- to honor all of the
peopl e that have di ed of cancer and autoi nmune di seases
inflicted upon them because of this desecration of our
| and.

W see all of these things grow and you say that this
is going to grow our people, grow our econony, give us
better houses, help inprove our infrastructure, give us
better roads. W don't need any of that. W need our
| anguages. And in order to keep those, we need our | and.
And without it, we are nothing.

So you sitting up there telling us that you are doing
what's best for us is telling us that we are nothing to
you. And that neans nothing to ne because | know that ny
children and all of these other people's children in here

t hat have been here today to stand in front of you and all
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the rest of themthat cone forward and they speak out, it
nmeans everything to them Each and every one of them

And we honor our people in a good way, in a sacred
way. W honor our stories. W honor our |land, the water.
(Speaki ng in I nupiaqg.)

Water is |life. The land is life. | amwater. You
take anything away fromthis today, | hope that you take
each and every one of our prayers that we have said for
you for the decisions that you make that you hold on your
heart and in your mnds as you |l eave this place and that
you use that with dignity in a good way. And not just for
yoursel ves or that better salary that you get for sitting
up there or for that raise that you get or that pronotion
that you are working for

| ask that you take our prayers hone for the
betternment and the greater good for all of us, each and
every one of us, even your own children, your famlies
that you take -- you work so hard to take care of. And
remenber that we work so hard to take care our famli es,
as well. And we don't need nore noney. W don't need
nore oil. And we are not asking for anything el se but the
ability to be able to live in a place that we have been
since the beginning of time. Qur people, we don't want
anyt hi ng ot her than that.

Ri ght now i n Unal akl eet where I'"'mfrom there is open
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ice. There is open water. No ice. |In Ganbell yesterday,
the waves swelled up to 50 feet. W are seeing this
change. W are seeing it with our own eyes. You don't
need science to tell you that. You don't need people
sitting at universities or in these labs or flying in
their little helicopters to see that our | and i s changi ng.
Qur world i s changing.

And it's up to us to keep it going to be -- to becone
this healthy place again. And they rely on us as
I ndi genous people to set that exanpl e because they see
t hat our know edge really is true. They see who we are as
peopl e, real beings as protectors and defenders, as
stewards of this place since the beginning of tine.

| ask that when you visit these |ands, that you touch
down on that earth and that you ask your ancestors to cone
up in you and you ask that our ancestors also be there
with you and that hel ps you nmake those deci sions that you
are naking in a good way.

It's nerve wacking to get up here to stand in front
of you, sitting on that podium | ooking down on us. |It's
so unconfortable. And | applaud each and every one of
you, you young people and you el ders and everyone that's
been here today to listen to this. (Speaking in Inupiaq.)

Thank you for standing here with us, for sharing

what's on your heart, what you carry. |It's intimdating.
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You guys have this process where you sit up there and you
| ook down on our people and you flick your pen and you rub
your head and you act |ike you are tired of hearing us.

' msure that you are because it's going to be over,
and over again. That's all you are going to hear is we
don't want devel opnent. W don't need it. W don't need
any of it. W don't need those |oud trucks. W don't
need new | and, new roads. W don't need nbre nen com ng
up to our land and taking those flights fromclear across
the country to spend a couple of weeks up on the Slope to
go hone and spend that noney sonewhere el se.

What we need is to be able to carry on who we are as
I ndi genous people, to be able to sing our songs, to gather
our food together, to celebrate together, to nourn
together, to be able to carry on our ancestors in a good
way, to where when | get up and | | eave this place, that |
know, ny children know that I'mgoing to visit themin the
Nort hern Lights where the stars shi ne.

That's what we need, and we need your help to be able
to do that, each and every one of you. W have heard
scientific facts over and over again. You know all this.
You know about clinmate change. You can deny it all you
want to, but it's there and it's just going to continue to
get worse until you make the decision that you want this

world to continue to thrive in a good way.
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Econom c growt h for i ndigenous people is not based on

nonetary wealth. |It's based on being able to feed your
famly. |It's based on being able to tell those stories.
Economic growh is being able to be healthy as a
community. The last tine | went home was for a funeral,
over and over and over again. |I'mtired of it. | want t
be able to get on the plane and go hone and cel ebrate our

| and and our people, not have to nourn anot her death.

(0]

So toni ght when you | eave this place, | ask that you

t hi nk about all of these testinonies that you have heard

over and over and over again since this process has begun

wth you in this position where you are at and take that
I nt o consi derati on.

And | pray for themto reach your heart so that your

heart and your m nd nmeet because as | nupiaq people we say

i f your heart and your mind neet, you are just going to
keep on wandering this place until they do, and you won't
be able to think right because they have to connect for
you to be whole, your inu. That's what we call your
spirit is your inu.

Thank you for giving us all an opportunity to say, t

(0]

speak. | waited on this whole week, and I wote over and

over and over again. Then | decided, why tell that story

because you have heard it over. So | just cane out here

and | prayed for nmy ancestors give ne the right words, and
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| hope they were.
Thank you all for standing wth us today. (Speaking
in Ilnupiag.) Water is life. (Speaking in |Inupiaq.)

MR, FENTON REXFORD: Good evening. Hell o,
everybody. Been a |long day. M nanme is Fenton Rexford.
(Speaking in I nupiag.) O dest people of the Arctic,
mgrated fromarea by Wainwight all the way to G eenl and.
Sever al generations, handful of generations, 20, 30
generations ago. But | live in Kaktovik today.

First I want to thank ny lord and savior for giving
me this opportunity. Thank himfirst for placing the
| nupi ag on the Arctic |lands. And al so thank you for the
opportunity and extending the tinme this evening. |

traveled two, three days ago just to mss the blizzard.

And t hank you for the opportunity. | really appreciate
it.

| was born and raised in Kaktovik. | cone here to
speak to you on behalf of ny people and nyself. | know

that you all visited ny community | ast week and have been
traveling across our region while you are in Al aska, and |
hope your visit has been a good one.

As a rem nder, Kaktovik is the only community w thin
t he boundaries of the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge.
repeat: Kaktovik is the only comunity within the ANVR

Most inportantly, we are only the community within the
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1002 coastal plain.

First | would like to give you a short history of our
| and and our relationship with outside groups. 1947 the
mlitary cane in. They wanted to defend our country, the
Cold War era. W were on the barrier island on the end of
the island on the strip. It was ideal for the mlitary to
build a runway, so they dislocated us. W are in our
third | ocation without any U S. government or mlitary
assistance. This is injustice.

Then in 1950, during the Al aska territorial days, a
gent |l eman naned M. Rhodes -- he was the Fish & Wldlife
director -- cane to Kaktovik. |In those days the mlitary
were comng in. And he told Chief Andrew | saac, you can
only get one cari bou and one sheep. This started 70 years
ago. This is injustice for the people of Kaktovik.

We have consi dered our honeland to extend fromthe
Continental Divide with the rivers flowing north, fromthe
Sagavani r kt ok by Prudhoe Bay west, well into Canada on the
east. Qur tribe roaned that area. 23 mllion acres of
that land in our area, we inhabited that for nany years
with hunting, fishing, gathering, getting berries. W
raised our famlies. W buried our famlies up there for
many t housands of years, 11,000 years naybe.

Then in the 1970s, we heard about all this ANCSA

The federal governnent took over our 23 mllion acres and

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

193

gave us 92,000 acres for our -- our land. W lost it. So
now with the conservationists or the environnentalists and
the industry fighting this battle and now we -- we are at
this stage where a private | andowner cannot do anything on
their own |and that was given to them W wll have
nothing if the environnentalists or the conservationists

succeed in this. Wat are we going to have? W were

given resources. What are we going to do with that little
92,000 -- we used to roam east and west in that area.
So the deal was they gave us -- this |and was | ocked

up. We couldn't use it. No, it was part of the National
Wl dlife Refuge.

Let me give you a little bit of history of the -- the
history of the -- the history of the violent displacenent
of the Anerican Indians that when they created the
nati onal parks, historian WIlliam Cronon, CGR- O N A-N
[sic], began unearthing forgotten stories of indigenous
peoples in the 1980s. He just started witing this in the
1980s, followed by Mark Spence and Karl Jacoby.

Hi storians. Their witings reveal ed the di spl acenent
hi dden with an enduring ronmantic i dea about nati onal
par ks.

Conservationists used it as a tool of colonialism
Conservationists basically trying to say that --

conservationists are saying we are the state and the state
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bur eaucr aci es have the appropriate know edge to nmanage t he
environnent in the best way, rather than the indi genous
peopl es and other prior inhabitants. Jacoby's book Crines
Agai nst Nature draws on case studies fromthe Adirondacks,
t he Grand Canyon and the Yell owstone to denpnstrate the

hi story of displacenent that underlies the Anerican
conservati on.

| quote: In the 19th century there is a very strong
critique of Native environnmental practices and a |ot of
conservation literature that you can read. These are the
recent discoveries. And these -- the bureaucrats were
told, the only way you can cone in and say we, the state,
need to manage this place and manage the environnent is
you have been in sone way present, the current nmanagers of
t he Native peoples as inconpetent. That's wong. Native
peopl es |i ke the Ahwahnechee, however, did not |eave their
homes in the parks of their own accord and often had to be
renoved and kept away fromtheir home |land by force. This
I's by force.

M. Rhodes coming into Kaktovik, only one sheep and
one caribou. Wuat in the world -- this started -- 1960s
the Arctic National WIdlife Range was created. W
couldn't get to our Native allotnents because of the
policies. W can't run around in the sumertine. W can

see the caribou about two or three mles up in the coast,
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but due to the conservationists' policies, we cannot even
go up there and hunt them W have to wait for adequate
snow for our snowrachines. And with the freezing con ng

| ater and | ater, when we used to go across the island in
Sept enber, we are now crossing the island in Novenber. W
have to wait for adequate snow to gain access and hunt
because of the conservationist policies of the

envi ronnent al nongovernnmental organi zations. This is not
right.

So all too often over the years, national debate
frames devel opnent and preservation as an either/or
argunent, as if preservati on cannot exi st together.
Wthin our Inupiat conmmunity, we believe this is a fal se
nodel and one that is illfitted to the realities of our
exi st ence.

W do not need to choose between the | ong-held
traditions that are our birthright and the econoni c
security that cones with oil and gas devel opnment of our
resources, our land, as |ong as that devel opnent is done
responsi bly and with concerns of |ocal conmunities in
mnd. And this is good.

Utimately, the Arctic is a region with an interest
i n striking bal ance between environnental stewardship and
econom c growh. As Inupiat, we naintain our traditional

values. Wile our culture continues to evolve and adapt,
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we have to adapt to the changing rules around us. There
were policies and rules -- did you use four-wheel ers or

t hree-wheel ers? Have you used that before? These were

i nvented just recently.

Qur nodes of transportation to get into the -- where
the caribou are two or three mles up inland, we would
have used t hose nobdern nodes of transportation, but the
policies of the conservationist idea restricts us from
that. This is true fact. I'mtelling you the truth.

Kakt ovi k peopl e cannot hunt in the Arctic National

Wl dlife Refuge before there is adequate snow. W have --
you know, the only people that travel to gain access is to
their Native allotnment. And there is only a handful of
Nati ve allotnents that were successful in getting their
Native allotnments during that process. And nost of them
are up inland.

So we know over the years that industry and wildlife
can co-exist. Based on our experience, we have strong
confidence in our governnent, the North Sl ope Borough's
ability to protect our national -- natural wldlife and
envi ronnent and resources from adverse i npact,
particularly if decisions are nade after considering | ocal
input -- and |I've heard that earlier -- regarding
subsi stence resources as cari bou.

Responsi bl e devel opnent in the coastal plains neans
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all people wll continue to have access to runni ng water
and flush toilets throughout the region. Responsible
devel opnent neans access to |l ocal schools, health care
facilities, public safety, power stations, infrastructure,
t hi ngs that people fromoutside rural Al aska take for
granted. W just started flushing our toilets the year
2000, 18 years ago. W are happy about that.

So for nmany generations, the only options for ny
generations, for many in ny generations, the only option
for a school beyond eighth grade was to attend | ndi an
school in the Lower 48. | had to travel 15 years, told to
go to Salem Oegon to attend the Chemawa boardi ng school
ni ne nont hs out of the year.

Now our children, ny grandchildren can stay hone K
t hrough 12. Wuld he have a college in Uqiagvik,
four-year accredited -- northwest accreditation, four-year
coll ege. So we are happy for that.

The | nupi at have al ways been able to adapt and
enbrace the opportunities we are given. W consider the
resources that the | and provides to be our greatest gift.
And God gave us that land. He nmade us live there. You
going to be the I nupiaq people of this Arctic. So
what ever God ask of us, we continue that as a gift. W
consi der what cones from bel ow the ground as a synbol of a

gift just as inportant.
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W were living in treeless country. W have been
living in treeless country, and we are fortunate.
Mackenzie River is a fewmles away fromus. And that's
where the driftwod is. It's hard with driftwod, but now
we are able to -- we will be able to have natural gas.

So you do not have to tell the Kaktovi km ut, who have
lived on this land for generations, the inportance of our
| and. W see it. W knowit. W live it. W depend on
it. We are part of it, just like the rest of the -- ny
fell ow natives in Al aska and Lower 48.

So with collaboration -- and I heard this fromthe
testinmonies this evening, this afternoon. So wth
col | aborati on between the federal governnent, our | ocal
peopl e, and groups conmtted to legitinate environnent al
conservation, we can secure the protection of this |and
for generations to cone. Collaborate. Let's coll aborate.

We have sonething very inportant in common that often
gets lost in this debate. W all share a commtnent to
protecting this land, and we wll protect the |land. W
W ll protect the caribou. W w il protect our waters.

Yes. We will be on the table. And coll aborati on,
that's -- it's not going to be easy. W could take the
easy road, the easy route. |It's tenpting to take that
because this is hard. The NGOs are nmaking it hard for

peopl e of Kaktovik. | just briefly nentioned the history
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or the creation of national parks dividing us.

So with collaboration with the federal governnent,
our | ocal people and groups commtted to legitimte
envi ronnental conservation, we sure can secure protection
of this land for generations to cone. W have sonethi ng
very inportant in conmpbn that often gets lost in this
debate. W all share a commtnent to protecting this
| and.

And if we work together in pursuit of this goal, even
i f we disagree, | know that we will be successful. It is
tenpting -- tenporary tenpting to take the easy route and
reduce this issue to black and white, for versus agai nst,
Republ i cans versus Denocrat, industry versus environment,
peopl e versus ani nal s.

And yes, collaboration is difficult and takes tine.
But the outcone will be a |and that has potential to
peacefully sustain both human and wildlife communities
well into the future.

| want to be clear on one last thing. | was happy to
hear ny nei ghbors, the GMch'in and the Dinjii Zhu -- |
have rel atives. | have grand nephews that are from Canada
that are Dinjii Zhu. | have a nephew living in Arctic
Village, Grvch'in. Do not take the bait of the
nongover nnent al organi zati ons. They don't speak for us.

W nust not | et them divide us. W were here thousands of
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years before they stepped foot on our sacred | ands, and |
prom se you, we wll be here for thousands of years after
the oil and gas has gone. W will be there.

| extend ny hand to you, neighbors, Canada, that this
devel opnent can occur safely within our region. W
support it. And what you do as well, as we have proven
that the right bal ance of devel opnent and conservation is
what has allowed us to live the best of both worlds.

| have seen nunerous famly menbers of mne go out to
coll ege and get a degree and start careers. W have
better health care, better infrastructure and a better
quality of life. | believe that we can do this safely and
responsibly. Do not let the NGOs divide us. This is our
deci si on.

Wiile I'"m al ways m ndful of the need to protect the
envi ronnent and our subsistence way of life, the North
Sl ope Borough and the majority of our residents have | ong
supported careful devel opnent of oil and gas resources in
the coastal plain. Qur people working through our
governnent, the North Slope Borough and our regional
corporations, will act in the sane careful, responsible
and cautious manner. W always have when dealing with our
| ands and t he seas.

We have the greatest stake possible in seeing that

any and all devel opnent is done in such a way to keep this

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

201

| and safe because it is our world, your world. This is
where we |live. It holds the remains of our ancestors. |t
hol ds the econom c future of our state's children and
grandchi | dren.

Let nme just get back to the forgotten history of the
vi ol ent di spl acenent that hel ped create the nati onal
parks. It's worth hearing. This is the truth. Historian
Wl liam Conon began unearthing stories of indigenous
people in the 1980s. Conservation is used as a tool of
colonialism Jacoby told Huff Post.

Conservation is basically trying to say that we, the
state, and the state bureaucracy have the appropriate
know edge to nmanage the environnment in the best way,
rat her than the indigenous people or its prior
I nhabitants. The only way you can cone in and say, we,
the state need to nmanage the space is for you to be in the
sanme way present, the current nmanagers of it, the Native
peopl es as i nconpetent is outrageous. The United States
Arny, for exanmple, was stationed in Yell owstone from 1886
to 1918 to keep out indigenous people and others with
threat of violence. Jacoby said scholarship isn't
necessarily well received by conservati on advocat es. He
said ny book has not made ne very popular in the
envi ronnental i st circles.

So these NGOs, the industry, put the regul ar people

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

202

of Kaktovik in a rock and a hard place. This is -- we
need col |l aboration. W can do this together. And | thank
you. | thank the Lord for giving ne the opportunity to
comment. God bless you all.

M5. AMY LEWS: This marks the end of the
public nmeeting and testinony that will be given. I|f you
would i ke to coorment, the comment period is open until
March 13th. Thank you.

(Proceedi ngs adjourned at 8:00 p.m)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY A, VAVRI K, RVMR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken before
nme at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcri bed under ny direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that tinme; and that | amnot a party to nor have

| any interest in the outcone of the action herein

cont ai ned.

| N W TNESS WHERECOF, | have hereunto subscri bed
ny hand and affixed ny seal this _ day of February
2019.

MARY A. VAVRI K,
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Not ary Public for Al aska

My Conm ssion Expires: Novenber 5, 2020
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