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P-ROGEEDI-NGS
(I nvocation offered by Charlotte
Kel | y- Spencer.) (Wl conme by Nancy Janes.)

CH EF NANCY JAMES: It's really inportant
when peopl e cone into our country to respect the culture
and | anguage and to say -- to put a stop to speaki ng our
| anguage and testifying, | don't think that's good.
That's not a very good thing to nention. Over and over
agai n, we have been asking for translator. W do have
transl ators avail abl e.

And | really don't think that it's the budget
situati on when you ask to report everything that you al so
have |live transl ators because when you speak from your
| anguage, it really cones fromthe heart and that you need
to realize that. So | would caution you on that.

The other one is that you cone in with short notice
for your public neeting. W in GmMchyaa Zhee are united,
as al ways have been. And we need to renenber that
hi storical concept.

Today we are standing here on a |land i ssue. W were
war ned about this that's going to happen 20, 30 years
after the ANCSA. And that's what | see today, unless we
have an i nput and start speaking for our young people, a
new generation that is before us and to protect and talk

about | and and what's happeni ng.
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We see the global warm ng. Every one of us sees big
changes in global warm ng. And when we tal k about
devel opnent and so forth at 1002 and coastal plains with
t he high seas |l evel going up, it's going to affect al
that, with the ice fromthe northwest to the Arctic coast
openi ng up and now t he barges are going through. |If that
doesn't tell you anythi ng about protecting water and
coastal plains, | don't know what history is. So | share
that with you.

| also share the other one that when you have public
nmeeti ngs, you have the courtesy to | et our council know
because there needs -- really, this is a big issue and we
need to know ahead of tine. And just to assune that,
well, the tribe has been contacted, that's not good one,
especially with all the technol ogy and everything el se
that's avail abl e.

And coastal plains 1002, going back to history, nany
of you renenber the Reverend Dr. David Sal non, Trenble
Gl bert, our chief, David -- nmany have spoken, and
especi al |y Jonat han Sol onon, who | was nentored under,
tal king about this is exactly what's going to happen and
you need to speak up and continue to do your work to
protect what is going to happen in the Arctic Wldlife
Ref uge, or even behind the scenes between the GM ch'in

Bl ack Ri ver agreenent which we have with a nenp of
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agr eenent .

And doi ng research, that's just a backdrop. W have
a meno of agreenment for anything devel opnment that happens
wi t hout the local input, whether it be Arctic Vill age,

Fort Yukon, Birch Creek, Stevens, Ranpart, Beaver,

Chal kyitsik, Crcle, we all are affected one way or
anot her because we are the subregion. And we are -- we
are one of those that's really strong within the TCC
region to organi ze a CATG the Gnmch'in Steering
Commttee, united and we are stronger.

And so we are here today. And | really don't want to
take too nuch of ny tine to welcone to make a statenent,
mai nly because | want to hear also fromeach and every one
of you. | think it's really inportant in |ooking at that.

Wiy are we opposed to Arctic WIdlife Refuge.

Because | just nentioned it, with the things that's
happeni ng: The gl obal warm ng, the barge line fromthe
east, fromthe northwest opening up right in front of us.
Al'l the changes that's happening. W are not just talking
about econom c devel opnment. W are tal king about
preserving water, preserving survivors and food security.

And so it is -- not only that, with subsistence, when
you say "subsistence,"” we are tal king about protection of
food security. Cdinmate change. And so it's really

I mportant to keep the people infornmed and the
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comuni cation, but in order to proceed with what we need
to do, | would ask M ke, one of the other chiefs, to say
sonething at this tine.

And before we do, Joe, you could introduce your
council today that is here and all that infornmation. |
understand 16 of you cane in. And we have biol ogy and
everything el se, informati on stacked up here and there.
And I'Il give it to you, Joe. |Introduce your --

MR. JOE BALASH: So thank you. Thank yo
Chi ef Janes, for hosting us here today. And |I do
understand the short notice. It was unfortunate. So
t hank you, Chief Janes, for hosting us here today here
t he hone of your tribe and the GM ch'in.

W are here to talk with the comunity about the

u

n

information contained in the draft EI'S, the Environnental

| npact Statenent, for the |easing programfor the 1002
area, the coastal plain at ANNVR W are not here to
convi nce anybody of anything. And instead, what we have
brought with us is our teamof scientists and experts.
have people fromthe BLM fromthe U S Fish & Wildlife
Service, the refuge staff, as well as sone of the
contractors who have helped us with this. W have a
handful of alternatives that have certain conditions,
stipulations that are different across each one of those

alternati ves.

We
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And one thing that I do hope to convey is that we
heard | oud and cl ear that the Porcupine caribou herd and
t he cal ving grounds of the herd are incredibly inportant
to protect. And | think in each of our alternatives, we
have tried to take sone nmeasure of protection of that
area. W have utilized the best data we had available to
us to identify where the caribou are, when they are
calving. W have many, nany years of data to hel p us
identify those | ands and pl aces and then have attached
certain stipulations or conditions to ensure that we can
| ook at the potential inpacts to calving in those areas.

So please, if you would, we would be happy to provide
the information. W have sone of our people here that can
answer your questions. And while we are noticed here for
1: 00 to 3:00, we definitely want to hear from everybody,
so we can extend a little bit longer, if that's okay with
you. And that would be fine with us.

Just to introduce sone of the other people who are
here, again, ny nane is Joe Balash. |'mthe Assistant
Secretary for Land and M neral s Managenent at the
Departnent of the Interior. | grew up in Alaska in North
Pole. | worked in state government for nany years before
goi ng to Washington, D.C. in 2015 where | worked for
Senator Sullivan and now in this particul ar job.

|"mjoined with a colleague fromthe Secretary's
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office, Steve Wackowski. He's the senior advisor to the
Secretary on Al aska affairs, dealing not just with BLM

but with every part of the Departnment of the Interior. So
i f you have an issue with BIA Steve is your guy to talk

t o.

Next to himis Mke Gerry. He is fromthe
Solicitor's office. He is one of the attorneys that hel ps
us plan our processes accordingly to the law. On down the
line is Ted Murphy. He's the Acting State Director for
the BLM And then finally we have got Ni col e Hayes. She
is the project nanager. She's the one that's been doi ng
all of the work on this every day for the | ast, boy, 14
nont hs or so. And she probably knows where to find the
answer to nost things, even if she doesn't have the answer
hersel f.

Around the room we have a variety of other people
who have these white nane badges on. They are all part of
our teamthat's here with us, and I'lIl do ny best not to
m ss anybody. But Any Lewis and Chad Prickles are with
EMPSI. They are the contractor that's hel ping to keep the
docunents in line and together. W have Steve Berendzen;
he's the Arctic National WIdlife Refuge nanager.

And then as | go around, the next person | see is
Paul Al exander. He's with -- I"msorry. Alex Prichard is

wth ABR, one of the caribou specialists for us. Erin
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Julianus is a terrestrial manmal s bi ol ogi st fromthe BLM
Paul Al exander [sic] is with Steven R Braund &

Associ ates. They gather a tremendous anount of

subsi stence informati on from across the North Sl ope, and
that's really inportant to our understandi ng of the
potential inpacts. And then Steve Arthur is a caribou

bi ol ogi st on staff with the refuge, as well.

So that is our team W are all here to help.

And then one other thing. Mary is our fantastic
court reporter. She's got the task of keeping track of
everybody's coments and making sure they get into the
record. And it wll be very hel pful to her if you would
clearly state your name for the record. And then also she
may ask you sone foll owup questions along the way just to
make sure that we get things stated correctly in the
record. So she might ask you how to spell perhaps the
nane of a river or a place. And we are here today to help
give you information, but also to get your comments.

And then finally, one person who | neglected to
menti on, Sherman Hogue is also with us fromBLM He's our
vi deogr apher and phot ographer who is hel ping us today to
hel p docunent sone of the neetings here that are going on
so that we can further push the information out to the
publ i c.

And so we, again, are very happy to be here and | ook
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forward to hearing what you have to say today. Thank you.
CH EF NANCY JAMES: And to keep this
moving, | want it stated as the chief representing the
GmM chyaa Zhee tribal, that this is in no way a tribal to
tribal consultation. | expect Joe and your panel to cone
back after all the hearing. And that's a request that we
have as a tribe. So | just want to nake sure that this is
not a tribal to tribal consultation. So noted. M ke.
Chief. You want a mc?
MR. M CHAEL PETER: "1l wait till the
conment peri od.
CH EF NANCY JAMES: Mary Beth. | want to
recogni ze ny council first if they want to speak. Mary.
M5. MARY BETH SOLOMON:  Good afternoon.
My nane is Mary Beth Solonon. |'mcurrently a counci
menber on the tribe here. And | also work in the
educational field. | have been involved in many different
I ssues in nmy comunity and the region. Sonetines | do
sone statew de stuff.

However, we're here together today to listen to sone
coments on 1002 area that | know of. | renenber when
was young it was sonmething | never knew about, but
t hr oughout the years | |earned, as well as anybody here
can learn. Today we are here tal ki ng about protecting the

1002 area, better known as Arctic Refuge or the ANWR area
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along the coastal area up there in the northern area to
our -- fromour village.

As we all know, we depend on the Porcupine [sic] that
goes up there and calve in the spring, which is right
around the corner. That's our food security. W depend
on this aninmal for our food, our basic needs. W also
make clothing out of it. W use their bones to nake tools
and such things |ike that, that we are teaching our kids
to do that because | believe in the future that we won't
be able to go down to the store and buy food. W won't be
able to go to the gas station. So | encourage our people
to get healthy and |l earn how to do these things.

W fight for fish, and we wll always fight for our
food security because that's what we will depend on.

| remenber when | noved back to Fort Yukon, 1970, ny
gr andf at her, Paul Sol onon, Sr., said to ny nother, the
Yukon Ri ver could be full of nopbney, but if there is no
fish in there, where are you going to buy food? So think
about that and | earn and teach your people how to do these
things. Invite themto your canps. Invite them out so
that we are fighting for sonething we actually believe in.

W need to protect our |and and ani mals and resources
out there so we can continue |living throughout the
generations. As you all know, we have been here for over

10, 000 years, and no matter what the outside people do to
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us, we will continue to survive for our future people. W
are all going to be grandparents. W are going to get

old, and | hope that | see our people growwith that. W
need to continue that.

And al so we fight for our water. Water is inportant.
Your body is nmade up of 98 percent of water. Conme on,
folks. You got to drink water. W provide water. W are
bringing water in, bottled water. For goodness sakes,
let's protect our |land out there and protect our water,
ani mal s and resour ces.

Mahsi .

CH EF NANCY JAMES:. As part of the
courtesy, before we open the panel, | would like to
recogni ze our elected council menbers, any one of you.
Ceral d, would you like to nmake a comment ?

MR, GERALD ALEXANDER: "1l wait for the
comrent peri od.

CH EF NANCY JAMES: Carol.

MS. CAROL SHEWFELT: 1'Il nake a conment,
yeah. | get nervous.
So ny nane is Carol Shewfelt. | grewup in -- | am

from Fort Yukon, but I was raised in Arctic Village. And
my brother Paul is over there. But |I'mreally |earning
this -- | didn't | earn about the Native way of life until

after | left ny parents' hone because ny dad raised us up
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white. M nother agreed with that. That's how we grew
up. Even ny brother Paul, he didn't start fishing until
after he left honme. We didn't know about stuff like this
until after we left honme, so this is really a | earning
experience for nme, too.

And you know -- and we do -- the Porcupine caribou
herd is really inportant to ne because | grew up in Arctic
Village. And you know, we do have to protect our |and and

our water, you know.

| f you think about -- 1 don't think about ny
grandkids. | think about ny grandkids' grandkids and what
we are going to |l eave them Ckay. | have to teach ny

grandki ds about protecting the | and and wat er because if
that's gone, then there is nothing. So what's going to
happen to ny grandkids is their grandkids. That's how far
we got to think ahead. So that's all | want to say.

Thank you.

CH EF NANCY JAMES: Thank you. Charlotte.

MS. CHARLOTTE KELLY- SPENCER: "1 wait.
"1 wait.

CHI EF NANCY JAMES: Bernadette, would you
pl ease. As you all know, Bernadette is chief of the
GMch'in Steering Commttee. | know that in a western way
they call her an executive director, but she is the chief

of the steering commttee.
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MS. BERNADETTE DEM ENTI EFF:  (Speaking in
GMch'in.) First I want acknow edge Jonat han Sol onon's
famly and just that this is his honmetown, also. | do a
lot of -- I follow his path a lot of the times. | want to
wel conme you guys. This is ny honmetown. And we are the
ones who is going to have to live with the aftermath of
t he destruction you are going to be causing. | do
under stand that you guys are changing a refuge into an
oilfield, but we are going to be the ones who have to |ive
wth this aftermath. | know you don't care about our
human rights or our survival, but we conme from strong
peopl e that survive sone of the col dest, harshest w nters,
and we wll always remain here.

But what you are doing is wong. You guys are not
trying to take any -- in your reports, you have no | ocal
I ndi genous input. There is nothing in there about what's
goi ng to happen to us or what's going to happen to our
future generations, what's going to happen to our food
security. W are real people with children, with jobs,
wth famlies, and our concerns are valid.

70 percent of the United States oppose devel opnent in
the Arctic Refuge. And this is considered federal |and.
So why aren't you having neeti ngs outside of Al aska
besi des Washington, D.C.? | think that you guys shoul d

also -- you are just bulldozing your way in here and doi ng
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what you want. You are not listening to the people of the
US., of this country, and you are not listening to the

| ocal i ndigenous peopl e.

The scientists -- you say you bring scientists.
Well, we have scientists that also say that this is the
wong nove to nmake. | know you guys, you know, have a job

to do, but you have 13 communities, plus many others. W
have 42 federally recognized tribes fromthe Tanana Chiefs
Conference. W have Council of Athabaskan Tri bal
Governnents are all telling you to stay out of the Arctic
Refuge, to stay out of the cal ving grounds of the
Por cupi ne cari bou herd, but you are still noving in there.

You are having all these neetings, but you're not
even taking any of our concerns. You are not putting it
i n any of your reports whatsoever.

You are still noving -- | nean, if you were |listening
to our voice, you would have sl owed down this process.
Somet hi ng that takes four years, you are doing it in one
year. And we have every right to be concerned. W have
every right to be worried. And I'mworried. | have
children that's going to have to live with the m st akes
t hat you guys are naki ng.

On record | would like to ask that you guys
acknow edge the | ocal indigenous people of this -- of

Al aska, not just the corporations, but the indigenous
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tribes. 1'd also like to ask that you recogni ze the
GnM ch'in Nation of Canada because they, too, are al so
going to be affected by the decisions that you nake.

You guys are the ones who are in charge of this. You
guys can slow it down. You guys can nake a
recomendati on. You have visited enough of our
communities to have made sone sort of connection with us.
And | feel like you guys are not listening. W are
worried. Start taking our concerns and our -- serious.
That's what we are asking. So Mahsi Cho.

CH EF NANCY JAMES: | think before we have
information presented, it's really inportant with the tine
span for themto hear fromevery individual, so please
rai se your hand if you want to speak. You are welcone to
speak. | encourage you.

MS. KELLY FI ELDS: Hel | o. My name is
Kelly Fields. | amfrom Fort Yukon. | had the pl easure
of traveling down Lower 48 and w tnessing other tribes
that do not have the privilege that we have of hunting and
fishing. | see themgoing to the stores for their neat,
for their berries, for their fish. | recently |earned how

to cut fish, process neat and gather berries. And | do

not want to see that for ny grandchildren or their -- or
any of our children. So | oppose drilling in the National
Wldlife.
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CH EF NANCY JAMES: Thank you. Vera.
MS. VERA ENGLI SHOE: M nane is Vera
Engl i shoe. Before | speak, | would like to sing a little
verse here. (Singing.) Praise CGod.
| would like to say if this neeting was com ng on
| i ke 30 or 40 years ago, our elders, our strong | eaders
woul d have said no because they know what they are tal king
about. W all cone fromstrong | eaders. And | renenber
t hat .
| was born and raised here. And | amtotally not for
what's going on. W are going to lose it. W are going
to | ose our animals. That's what we eat. And for our
generation, we have to think about them So nake the
ri ght decision. Mney don't mean nothing. Qur land is
very inportant. W need to | eave it al one.
Thank you. God bless all of you.
CH EF NANCY JAMES: Thank you, Vera.
Anybody el se? Bobby.
MR, BOBBY SOLOMON: Mahsi. You know, |
travel ed up that Porcupine River with ny dad Charl es
Sol onon. Every fall we hunt caribou to bring back neat to
our famly. W got a big famly. | go to Venetie with
snowrachine. | hunt caribou. | go to dd Crow with boat.
| go above A d Crow and hunt cari bou. These are the

Por cupi ne cari bou herd we are tal king about here.
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You know, | know you got these alternatives for C, B
and whatever it was. But the |last ones, the D1 and D2, no
drilling activity on -- on the cal ving grounds of the
Por cupi ne cari bou herd. | think the Gam ch'in people
shoul d stand up together and say that. Al villages,
stand up and say, hey, we want Alternative D or D1 or D2.
No drilling activity on cal ving grounds of the Porcupine
cari bou herd, and this is why.

As Gn ch'in people, we are -- we have been in this
| and, like Mary Beth said, 10,000 years. You know, we
have been taught how to preserve nmeat, how to even tan
skin, how to make our own cl othing, everything, hunt,
fish. This is our land. This is what we need to teach
our kids. That's why there should be no drilling there
because our generation that is still not here is what we
are fighting for.

You know, if ny dad was standing up here, | don't
think you guys -- he would be really mad. Everything he
did, he even gave his life to the GMch'in people, to al
of you Gamch'in people, so you wouldn't want to drill on
that land. And now it's open because of Trunp and his
bunch.

So you know, take our word seriously here. | know
you don't get nuch statenents in Fairbanks from probably

too much GM ch'ins, but we are in the village now. This
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I's where the neat cones. It doesn't go to Fairbanks.
Mahsi Cho.

CH EF NANCY JAMES: Anybody el se?

MR, JOHN STOFFA: Hell o, everyone. My
nane is John Stoffa. | was raised by the |late |saac Adsoe
[ph] here in Fort Yukon. You know, ny birth nother is
fromBarrow. And so | have the best of both worlds. You
know, I'm Il nupiat by blood, but I"'mGach' in by tradition.
And that's how | was raised all ny life.

Most of ny childhood | spent on the Black River up
until | was 12 years old. As long as | can renenber, |
was out in the woods with ny not her and grandnot her,

Mar garet Adsoe, who always went with us every fall to go
hunt i ng.

But anyways, | have famly in Nuigsut and ot her
pl aces where Al pine oilfield opened up. And | renenber, |
wor ked on the Slope when they first opened up. They were
| i ke 400 yards, the size of their whole drilling pad,
everything. They prom sed the Inupiats there they
woul dn't encroach on the river, which they were hundreds
of yards away fromthe river at that tinme.

Since then, they have gone expanded over 4,000 yards
fromone runway to two or three runways. They encroached
right up to the Mecade River. They've got fences all al ong

the main riverbank there. Every prom se -- al nbst every
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prom se they told the I nupiags they woul dn't do, they have
done, all for the nanme of oil and wealth.

So | know a | ot of people don't agree with a | ot of
things | have to say, but this is one thing | do agree
with everybody here, especially the GMch'in: That there
should not be any oil drilling in ANVR

MR. RI CHARD CARROLL, JR : Hello, ny nane
Is Richard Carroll, Jr. Born here in Fort Yukon. I|I'ma
little di sappointed in your Environnental |npact Statenent
survey, | guess, statenent. But under your current
adm ni stration, | guess you guys are kind of -- | guess
you can't really say no to whoever is paying your salary.
Commander in Chief. Going to set us back about 50 years,
but that's another story.

But our nation is being run by profit-nade
corporations only, and the human rights of the GaMch'in
peopl e have been totally ignored. | don't agree w th your
survey. You did a good job, apparently, or maybe you
didn"t. | wasn't there. | alnost went to Venetie when
you had neetings up there and you had neetings in Arctic
Village. That's fine.

You m ssed one other village, though, you know.
Canyon Village is a village. There's nobody presently
living there, but it is an existing village. You got

property owners, you got Native sharehol ders of their
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group, of their native group residing not only here in
Fort Yukon -- | don't know if you met with them You
totally ignored one whole community of people. You know,
they're living there.

And nysel f personally, 1974 | graduated from hi gh
school. | went out trapping that winter. | wanted to be
a trapper sincel was a little kid. And | spent al nost 40
years, winters, fur trapping. |I'mnot |like sone of ny
uncles trap, you know, in the off-season. That's a joke.

They used to say if it's worth 50 in the winter, it
must be worth 20 in the sunmer. Bad joke, just to |oosen
you up a little bit.

My own -- ny famly, ny dad, hel ped establish the
vill age of Canyon Village and the comunity of Canyon
Village in the '50s. They didn't end up staying there
until -- only spent a couple years there, but later on ny
dad got a Native allotnent about ten mles bel ow Canyon
Vil |l age.

And we established a hone, had a home base there, you
m ght say, for our outdoor activities. And I
home- school ed nmy kids there. Two of ny children
hone- school ed. They spent quite a bit of their youth
there. And you know, hey, did you sit down and talk with
us? How many famlies did you know living in the Arctic

Nati onal WIldlife Refuge besides the ones you see on TV?
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Is that what America is watching, a bunch of hippies out
there making a living off the | and when they really don't
have to?

My income was fur trapping. | never had a regqular
job in 30 years. And the |ast one | got got ny bl ood
pressure so high | had to | eave before | get permanently
laid off. That's a joke, too.

But anyway, you just ignored people. You can't do
that. You ignored a whole community. You ignored
famlies that spent 30 years. A lot of sumers | worked
in tourismtelling stories like this, you know, but true
ones. But you ignored them That's not right. Your
whol e process excl uded too many peopl e.

And for nyself, 1962, 1963 in Canyon Village all the
men went upriver, cone back with 150 cari bou, raft

t oget her, | ogged, booned together. Wile they were gone,

cari bou ran through the village. | renenber that. And
|ater on in the late "70s -- | nyself, |I've killed
hundreds of cari bou, hundreds. | nean hundreds. | nean,

the joke was, they should just have a zi pper on them

And you only get one chance at it, nbst of the tine.
That's the thing. They do not winter in that area. You
m ss that one chance, you are -- you are out of caribou
for the rest of the year. Very seldomin the

springtine --
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A few years ago, maybe about four years ago, |
noticed I got -- | spent the winter up there -- this is
going to be ny third winter | haven't been there in many
years. Just due to conplications and nedi cal reasons and
my famly, | have been here in the village. | was getting
pretty hard to put up with people. But thousands and
t housands of cari bou from about the Canadi an border ri ght
into the village of A d Crow because this is May 9th, now.
| ce had went out, and ny wife and | and the kid and
grandson, we went to dd Crow just to visit. W had
plenty of gas left over, you know, and there was nobody
around. We had been there a couple nonths by oursel ves.

Anyway, thousands of caribou. And the only reason
they were there was the unusual ice breakup. It happened
so fast that in about 30 hours, you had a 40-foot drop.

I ce went by and stacked the ice, stacked the ice. And as
it was dropping, it was piling ice up. So for about 30
mles below dd Crow, you had a canyon of five |ayers of
ice like that, just |ike that.

That's very unusual. | talked to people when | was
up there. They never seen nothing like it. W spent two
days just chopping our way down to -- ice was piled up all
over the place.

These kind of activities, these kind of changes --

three years ago, | couldn't travel nore than four mles
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from ny house because of warm w nters.

There is global warm ng going on. | don't care what
your boss says to you. |It's happening. And you know, we
can't be brow beated and getting till we can't respond.

That's what's happening to us. W' re getting bonbarded
w th fake news, you know. W know the source. So can't
f ool wus.
But these are -- these are facts that has been
i gnored in your inpact statenment. You ignored people.
You i gnored know edge of people who live there. Stanley
Jonas, chief of Canyon Village, just recently passed away.

Did you go see himbefore he passed away? He lived to be

over 90 years old. | don't think you did. | don't think
you did. M dad is still alive, but I don't know what
good he will do now. Just end up telling you jokes, you
know.

These people lived years and years in our side. And

the Canadian -- we got a treaty with Canada. W have a
treaty with Canada to protect the caribou herd. You
ignore them You ignore them Are you going to tear this
treaty up |like the president done every other treaty? You
can't do that. W live here. |I'mnot going to retire to
Pal m Springs. North to Al aska just don't work for us. W
are going to die here. Born and raised here, not |eaving.

Yeah. |I'mnot here to -- yeah. There m ght be an
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oil boomor I mght get a job on the pipeline. That's
good. [|'ll get enough noney just so | can spend it on
t rappi ng.

But anyway, those are sone of the -- you didn't match
up on some of those areas. And | ask you to go over it
again. GCGo over it. Don't ignore people. Don't ignore
people. W live. W are alive. W are real

That's about all | can say. Thanks for your tine.

CH EF NANCY JAMES: Anybody el se? Paul .

Gary.

MR. GARY LAWRENCE: M nane is Gary
Law ence. Fort Yukon. | oppose any devel opnent on the
refuge. There is no clean way to drill for oil. It's a

dirty business. There is going to be contam nati on.
There's going to be a ot of infrastructure, pipelines,
r oads.

And then this whole EI'S process. You know, you guys
aren't only violating Section 810 of AN LCA for
subsi stence priority, but you are violating Executive
Order 13750 signed by Bill dinton,
gover nnent -t o- gover nnent rel ati onshi ps. And al so under
the National Hi storic Preservation Act -- | forgot which
section, but Section 7, 8 -- stating any devel opnent
wthin our traditional territories, that the tri bal

gover nnent be consulted and do historic archeol ogi cal
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surveys. That hasn't been done, either.

Al so under your EIS process, it says cooperative
agencies. You have Venetie and Arctic there. Wre they
at the table when your EI'S was devel oped? And also |I know
each departnent has a governnent-to-governnent policy
whi ch Cbama put in saying each departnent has to develop a
policy on how they are going to do a

gover nnent -t o-governnment rel ationship. So that hasn't

been foll owed through, | don't think.
But yeah, it's just the whole process, | think, has
to be -- you guys are pushing through the process and you

are not getting all the stakehol ders invol ved.

But yeah, oil is a dirty business.

And al so, |ike Robert was saying, there is
Alternative DI and D2. Were is Alternative E, no action?
Each EI' S shoul d have a no acti on.

MR. PAUL SHEWFELT: M nane is Paul

Shewfelt. Born and raised here. | was born in Paul
Sol onon' s house right there, Main Street; '59, the year of
statehood. | just turned 60 years old yesterday. And I

t hought to nyself that from60 to 70 I'mgoing to give it
my all.

So woul d anybody in their right mind drill for oi
under the done of a rock in Mecca? Wuld anybody dril

for oil under the wailing wall in Jerusal en? Those are --
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you know what will happen. There is Mislins and
Christians. And, oh, man, there would be war. And you
know what? | think there is going to be a war, and it's
not going to be of -- in the human way.

| think it's going to be in the spiritual realm
because | did testify before that if the cal vi ng grounds
are going to be disturbed, the earth is going to react
violently. | said that in June. Nancy, renenber that
emai | ? But a couple nonths later there was a big
eart hquake up there in the North Sl ope. Coincidence? You
can think of it that way, but you know what? Thank you,
Richard -- where are you? Fake news? | |ove that because
it leads right into this.

Fake history. The Russians that were com ng up the
Yukon only nmade it as far as maybe, what, Tanana or
Nul at o? 1867. Sold our birthright and our inheritance
when the |ine wasn't even drawn in Canada? That |ine was
drawn -- it was cut in 1903 because of the Gold Rush.

When you had sone grand idea to build a damand flood this
whol e area out, the Ranpart dam conceived in World War 11.
Actually, they wanted to go across the Yukon River to go
to Nonme to give the Russians planes so they could bomb us
| at er.

But anyway, the Arny Corps of Engi neers brought up
the idea in 1964. And peopl e fought against it here,
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GM chyaa GM ch'in. Now the sane group we are fighting
against ANNR. So it conmes back.

The cl osest thing that we have on this planet to the
Garden of Eden is ANVNR.  And that's how we believe. |
bel i eve personally that it's -- it's -- you don't know
what you are doing. You don't realize the inplications of

how devastating it's going to be to go up in that |and and

disturb that area. | nmean, |I'mtelling you, |I'm not
j oki ng.

You want to go ahead and test it? Man, |1'd be
scared. 1'd be scared to be tanmpering with sonething that

was created. And our people here were created for a
reason, too. You know, it's for -- if you | ook at ANVR
it's a big stop sign. The whole human race will | ook at
t hat place and go, let's leave it alone. W got to do
sonething different on this planet.

| don't understand how cone there is trillions of
cubi ¢ yards of natural gas, and people aren't choosing to
use that. 1It's clean burning. You want to go up and ness
around with the caribou herd?

And the other thing | want to bring up real quickly
is -- | don't want to be disrespectful to you, Joe, but
when we tal k governnent-to-governnent relations, we want
to talk to grandpa, not the grandson. That's just |ike ne

talking to a little kid in the corner. | don't want to be
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di srespectful, but in governnent-to-government

rel ati onshi ps, that's exactly how it works. Wen you have
| eaders of two different countries tal king, they are not
going to -- you send the guy, the boss.

| once tal ked about a challenge to humanity. Let's
have a no-fly zone. Let's have a no-fly zone in the Yukon
Flats. | tell you what. Nothing cones in, nothing goes
out. We will send sonmebody out to check on your
civilization in 100 years. You can send sonebody. W'l
see who is alive. See who is around, you know.

I n theory, you know what's going to happen. The | ast
big oil boom when they started up at North Slope -- why is
it that we end up paying $8 a gallon for gas? Saudi
Arabia, they got a lot of oil. Wat do they pay? 10
cents? Wo is maki ng noney here? Wo is behind the push
to open up that place? It can't be -- it can't be people
that are going to benefit directly fromit. It's -- we
are not going to really benefit. W are going to |ose,
all of us. Every one of us is going to lose in the |ong
run. And people that don't even live in our state are
goi ng to be benefitting.

The -- just by doing this presentation in this nanner
for the government to send representatives here, you are
just opening up the door for lawsuits. | can just see it

now. And the process wasn't done correctly, it's not --
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it's flawed. And sure enough. But you have got -- you
have got the Suprene Court being stacked. You have got
people -- the Chief Justice has already represented the
State of Al aska against the Native people in Al aska
t hrough the Katie John case in the Venetie deci sion.

Chi ef Justice Roberts, | net himdown here at the
airport. | said, what are you fine gentlenen doing in
t own, business or pleasure? W are going to Venetie.
said, for what? He said, we are attorneys. Wat's your
name? He said, John Roberts. | told him geez, with a
name |i ke that you could probably live up there. But
Geor ge Bush appointed himon the way out the door, and
he's already famliar with cases in Al aska. So you know
where that's headi ng.

It's sort of sad that the governnent would go so far
as to play those kinds of ganes because they know that
what eventually is going to happen to the resources of
Al aska. It's been ongoing in the back burners for nmany,
many years.

Fake history. Look at the -- look at the | and
clains. It wouldn't even have happened if they weren't

rushing the pipeline through. D d that cone fromthe

governnent? No. It cane from people who wanted oil and
want ed noney. Yeah. It all just follows just a pattern.
And the people that hold power are the -- you know,

31
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the oil people, why don't they try to foll ow sonething
different? Wy don't -- solar, wnd, sonething clean.
Things that we believe in. You know, it's not that hard
t o under st and.

Wiy don't you give the Gamch'in brothers a chance to
sit at the table of brotherhood and re-eval uate the course
of hunman events and try to do sonething, |earn from us.
Just to cone and ask for sone process to go open up a
sacred place on the -- like | say, that's the cl osest
t hing we have got to the Garden of Eden sitting right up
there, and |1'd be a damm fool or scared to even think
about goi ng there.

This canmera crew cane into town. Renenber there was
Nati ve guys from U ah? Where were they fronf

MR. M CHAEL PETER: Navaj o Nati on.

MR, PAUL SHEWFELT: And they asked, you
guys go to ANVR? | said, are you crazy? Nobody is
supposed to go there. Nobody is supposed to set foot in
that land. The aninals breed there. Once they cone out,
that's when we get them

So | guess there is no question that -- whether |I'm
for opening it or closing it. | don't know Draw your
own conclusions. But if you m ssed the nessage, the
nmessage is clear. You don't know what you are doing. The

peopl e who want to open that do not know what is going to

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

33

happen in the future because of their actions. Now, you
could follow this process and believe in it, but there

is -- there is fair warning that if you don't listen, live
with the consequences.

MR, GERALD ALEXANDER: Good afternoon. My

nanme i s Gerald Al exander. I|"mfrom Fort Yukon. | was
born and raised here. I'mon the GMchyaa GM ch'in tri bal
counci | .

Boy, when you sit back there, you can really think of
sone things, but when you are up here, it's different.

Anyhow, | married a Gnm ch'in woman from Canada. |
travel ed the Porcupine River to hunt. And you know, the
scenery is nice. You can nake up there in ten hours nax
If you have a nice notor. The scenery is so beauti ful
t hat you' ve got to take your tine. You are going to hunt.
And nowadays with the clinmate change, you get to Canada,
you are taking -- as an Al askan, you cannot go across the
border with a | oaded gun

Now ti mes have changed. You have to take the shells
out. If you go across the border with a duck in your boat
t hat you got to eat, you get fined on the other side.
They take npbney fromyou. They are scal pi ng you.

In other words, | go to Canada to take ny famly
honme, visit. And ny brother-in-laws take ne out hunting.

We have to travel extra, another 100 mles up the
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Porcupine River to get our neat. |In turn, we cone back to
Add Cow, we process it so it don't spoil. W got to
travel all the way honme. And we are talking 300 mles
max. And we get it hone, and we distribute it. People --
it's hard.

It's hard for all us hunters here. To get in our
boat, we got to have nobney up the bunholio. |I'm serious,
man. W got to have nobney. Money, oil -- | nean, gas and
oil just to get in the boat and travel.

Once you have all that, you are good. You are on
your way. But there is no telling where the caribou is
because of clinate change. W used to go to the border,
sit there a couple days, once it starts snowi ng and here
t hey cone, thousands. Get your five -- fill your five
kegs, you know, we are happy. W cone hone, process it.

And now it's changed. They nove -- because of the
big fire back in 1990, | believe it was, they don't travel
that area, that way anynore. They go up further up into
Canada. They travel way up. And ny -- you know, |I'm --
ny famly, Peter Lawence, when | was young he told ne
once that, | opened the door one norning and I was conbi ng
their hair, he said. Caribou running left and right.
was combing their hair. He said, | don't see that no
nore. | mean, it's rarely seen. Rarely.

So if you open up ANVR, | nean, ny God, what are we
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going to do? W can't live on Spamthe rest of our life.
| mean, nost people can, but canned neat just ain't the
t hi ng anynore.

Thank you.

MR. M CHAEL PETER  Good afternoon. Thank
you for comng and listening to our voices. | hope it's
bei ng heard, not on deaf ears. M nane is Mchael Peter
I'mthe GM chyaa Gumch'in tribal nmenber, Second Chief.

| could follow up on what John said. You know, a | ot
of people, they are inpacted. They can't even barely go
out in their own country, their own land that was theirs
because of all the oil devel opnent and all the
infrastructure that is in place, especially wth Honel and
Security now. |I'msure security is a lot tighter up
there. You probably can't even go out in your backyard
with a gun to even | ook for a grouse.

But not only that, that area that they are tal king
about devel oping is going to be inpacting one of the
greatest nunber in the world of waterfow , also, that, you
know, hatch there, that are also -- the young ones are --
the birds lay eggs there. And they are cal ving grounds,
al so.

So it's not only inpacting us; it's going to inpact
everybody el se, |ike our neighbors in Canada. The

mgratory treaty is in place. Are they getting a chance
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to speak on their behalf, what's happening to their food
security, al so.

Not only that, it's a violation of our human rights
as i ndi genous people, not only nationally, but
i nternationally.

And | think with that, you know, | nean, |ike the
eart hquake t hat happened, that never happens up there.
You know, that is that's the heart and soul of Mot her
Earth that's being nmessed with up there.

It's not only going to inpact our people, but it's
goi ng to inpact everybody else. |It's going to be like a
ripple effect. And once you develop that, is it going to
stop anywhere? What's Al aska going to be? Al aska is not
going to be the last frontier. Wat's going to be left?

You know, we have -- we have the younger generation
behi nd us what are growing up. | got kids. | worry about
t hem every day. What's going to be left for them

And also with that, too, our water rights are being
I nfringed upon, al so.

You know, there is so much. | can go on and on, but

36

l'd like to thank you for coming here, and | hope that you

guys do naeke the right choice and right decision. |'m
sure you got famly and kids, also, and they are going to
be i npacted, al so.

Wth the Trunp Adm nistration that's going on right
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now, they've never stepped foot up in Al aska yet. There's
not one del egate that | see, besides you guys up here that
knows what our life is like. Qur life is not easy, but
it's the way we choose to |ive.

Thank you.

MS. SHI RLEY FI ELDS: Good afternoon.

Thank you for comng here. M nane is Shirley Fields.
work as a realty director and natural resource director
for the Gu chyaa GM ch'in tribal governnent. | |like a |lot
of these comments. | also oppose any oil and gas |easing
in ANVR, the coastal plain.

| thought that there was very good comrents nade by
Ri chard and Gary, along with all the rest of the people
that commented, but two points | wanted to poi nt out was |
t hink that you guys need to do your research. It does not
i nclude all the stakehol ders invol ved.

And | just wanted to nake -- ny final comment is, |
t hi nk you guys should include Alternative E, no action on
any devel opnent.

Thank you.

MR, PATRI CK ADAMS, JR. : Hel | o. I'm

Patrick Adans, Jr., but everybody calls ne Billy. Just
li ke Mke and Gerald were saying that, yeah, | want our
kids to see that | and we seen all these years and to

hopeful ly have them their kids, seeing it, too, you know.
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But yeah, that's all | want to say. But then -- yeabh,
just want our |land to be protected, you know,

M5. CAROL SHEWFELT: Ckay. Again, I'm
Carol. |1'mgoing to nake ny conmment now. Listening to
everybody here tal king about the | and and water and the
animals, | want to tal k about sone people. | want to talKk
about the people of Arctic Village right now.

You know, | grew up in Arctic Village, and a few
years ago | got sick, and | called ny dad up in Arctic
Village, Allen Tritt. | called himup and | told him I'm
sick. | got cancer. Two days |later there was a cari bou
on the plane on Wight Air; every piece cut up, every
pi ece separated, every single piece of that cari bou was
sent to ne.

And during ny treatnents, | boiled up those caribou
meat -- that caribou neat, and | drank the cari bou broth.
And | make soup, and | called people in Fairbanks and told
t hem cone get the soup and neat. And they sent ne berries
fromthe | and.

And the doctors couldn't -- they kept telling ne --

they were really surprised. You are so healthy during

this treatnent. It's that cari bou and those berries that
saved ne.
Right nowin Arctic Village -- | just wanted to

nmention that, you know.
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Right nowin Arctic Village, there is nen going out
hunting for caribou, and they are taking it to the hall.
And all those wonen, little kids up in Arctic Vill age
t oday, right now today, cutting up caribou neat. They are
happy. Those kids are giving out neat to every househol d

in Arctic Village. They are happy for that caribou. They

are not going to the store and buying neat. W are not
going to the store and buying neat. That's not what we
do.

But | see pictures of it. | see pictures of it. And

there is elders, there is nmen, there is wonen, there is
kids, there is grandkids sitting on the floor with the
caribou right there in front of them and they are al
cutting it up. That's life.

And that's ny coment. Thank you.

CHI EF NANCY JAMES: This is an opportunity
for everybody to really express their coment. It's
really inmportant. Thank you.

MR. STANLEY JONAS: Good eveni ng, Chi ef
and council and tribal people and our GM ch'in people.
And 1'd like to say that (speaking in Gamch'in) from
Canyon Village. |'msorry that none of ny nenbers are
here today because everything is rough. Life is rough.
You guys go hone, you guys have a rough life, too, also.

But the reason we're here today is that we want to
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say -- I'd like to say that when you guys say 1002 | ands,
when you guys say all this stuff, I'd like to say that
this is the calving grounds. | was born in Fairbanks, so

| had to go to Fairbanks. And so that caribou have to
travel from where their honeland -- when they go over
there, that's their clan. Not just the caribou. |It's
also for every other animals, the | akes, you know, the
birds, as they say.

But there is a lot in our lakes. There is lots in
our streans. There is lots. There is -- that's another
source of water for our source that conmbines to all of our
water, all of our rivers.

And so | would just like to say that life is hard and
hopefully you guys wll go hone and take that under
consi derati on.

And just |ike they said, you guys got to go to the
store and stuff like that. | see nyself going to the
store like that. | never -- that's ny -- 200 mles up the
Porcupine River is the Canyon Vill age, 200-plus by the
border. So that's where ny famly was raised for a | ong
time. And | never got to go up there for a couple years
now because | got to work. | got to earn the noney to get
t he gas, earn the noney to get the oil, earn the noney to
get everything like that. Just |ike you guys got a job,

I"mtrying to do that.
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And so I'd like to say that that is a very spiritual
pl ace, and | hope -- | hope you guys understand that it is
going to affect you guys, also. And it's going to affect
your kids, also. And there is a |lot of resources out
t here, but there is not always going to be the sane

resource out there. Everything got to cone to an end,

just like ny life is going to cone to an end, just like
your guys' life is going to cone to an end. W're here to
tal k about the kids' life, our next generation.

| see that |I'mthe youngest person in this room so |
shoul d have to talk for the younger people. And | say |
want to talk for you guys, future generations, also, that
this is going to affect your guys' famlies also, not just
ours.

Thank you.

MS. BELVA ANSAKNCK: My name is Bel va

Ansaknok, and | never nade a speech in ny life. So here |
am But it had to take sonething this inportant to bring
me up here.

| was born here and | grew up here. Wen | was five
years old | entered BIA school, a Native talker. No
English. They put us in school and they translated us to
English. English |anguage. That's all we could talk.
They stop us fromtalking it. But they taught us English,

all right. But they didn't teach us anything el se. Just
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t he | anguage, nothing to go wth it. Not that, hey, there
I's your Yukon River. Hey, they didn't teach us about
that. They just taught us straight English | anguage. And
this day, | don't think it did us any good.

| mean, if | was five years old and | grew up
GnM ch'in, maybe |'d be convincing you guys in Gach'in.
But it's not going to happen now. But | grew up in those
vil | ages, too.

But 1'Il tell you sonething: One tine | went up to
Arctic Village and | went to -- | stayed up there the
sumertine, and then | went to this famly, and they said,
let's go up to Daa' chunla'. ©Ch, okay. Let's go. So we
went up there. And ny grandma, she said, do you know
where you are going? | said no. | don't know where |I'm
goi ng. You are goi ng where no man ever made footprint.
There is not a footprint up there that bel ongs to anybody.

But mne is there now, but it doesn't do any good.
But they are tal king about this -- they were tal ki ng about
cari bou calving grounds. At that tinme | didn't know it
was ANVR. In fact, | didn't even know about ANVR till a
coupl e of years ago because there was no infornation. Al
your data you got is in your office. R ght? Does it get
mailed to us? No. Nothing. W don't get nothing.

Yesterday at 4:00, | had a phone call. They told ne

there is going to be an ANVR neeting. | said, where at?
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Tribal hall. That's how nuch informati on we are getting.

Matter of hours w th no paperwork, nothing.

Anyways, | really believe that -- that caribou
cal ving grounds, | heard about it all ny life, but it
never really connected to ne until now because if you guys

open that, guess how much footprints are going to be up
there. |It's going to outnunber the caribou, right? You
guys are going to outnunber them right?

Anyway, man, this is -- | think it's pretty bad the
way we are getting treated. | know they educated ne, but
that's all they did. But they should have educated ne
about the stuff that was going on here, not in a book that
| have to learn to speak. And there are stories about

Dick and Jane, and it doesn't do ne any good now. But at

that tinme if they taught ne, | don't know | wouldn't be
standi ng here alone, | don't think. | wouldn't be tal king
Engl i sh.

And | think you guys are wong. | don't think you --
you know, if -- if you are going to -- if you are going to

bui | d sonmet hing, you go out to the |Iand and you take a
bucket of dirt off the ground. Ckay. You put that bucket
of dirt on that side. Now, what's -- which one is |osing
out? You know, this one that they are taking it away
from They are building the other side bigger than this

si de.
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So | don't know if you guys understood an English
word | said, but | said it anyway. GCkay? Any questions?
Any questi ons?

MR, JOE BALASH. | think Mary needs to
know how to spell your nane.

CH EF NANCY JAMES: There was a request
for a five-m nute break, so we will take that and then we
w |l continue.

(A break was taken.)

CHI EF NANCY JAMES: The mc is now open to
continue for anybody. Please cone up. W need your
I nput .

MR. JOHN STOFFA: | get so nervous
standing in front of people, you forget what you want to
say and half the things you want to say.

| nmoved back here to Fort Yukon 25 years ago, and the
first ten years | spent noving back here, the famly that
they tal k about that lived in Canyon Village, | travel ed
every year for the first ten years | noved back here to
Canyon Village and hunted cari bou. And every year we
hunted cari bou successfully. W would have a boat full of
cari bou and, with God's bl essing, we would have a noose,
al so, on the way hone.

The | ast 15 years, | have not been able to hunt the

cari bou at the border. That's 15 years we haven't been
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able to hunt caribou at the border. And what's the answer
we get from people that don't live here? You know, they
want to degrade Natives, thinking we are all jobless,
we're all on welfare and everything else, we |live off

f ederal funding.

Well, | have a job, and npbst of these people have
jobs. Have you tried to go to the grocery store here and
buy yourself a dinner? Go to the store and -- get a job
and go to the store and buy yourself groceries. W pay
$18 for a gallon of fresh mlk over here, you know, when
you guys got the cows right there in Fairbanks and payi ng
2-, $3 a gallon. W pay 8- to $10 a gallon of gas,
depending on the price of gas going on out here. You guys
got it easy conpared to how we have it.

And you know, just hearing that froma | ot of people,
you know, they could have pork chops and steaks and
everything. No. Even us people -- I'man electrician by
trade, and | have been an electrician for al nost 20 years.
And | can't afford to feed ny famly at this grocery
store. M paychecks will be conpletely gone just feeding
my famly at the prices we pay here for groceries.

And then -- yeah, we could fly to Fairbanks and get
it cheaper, but that's 2- to $300 for a round-trip ticket.
And then the price of freight has gone up. W're paying

$1.70 a pound for freight. For four boxes of groceries |
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brought hone, they wanted $300. Who can afford those
prices?

We choose to |ive here because this is where our
ancestors, our famly, and we were raised to live in this
lifestyle. And we are being forced to change our
lifestyle by just the prices of our groceries and the
prices of our gas.

You know, it's so easy to say one thing on soci al

medi a, but cone out here and live here and live with a job

and try living out here. 1It's not easy at all, as Stanl ey
sai d.

Speaki ng of young, | mght be the second youngest
person here. Makes ne feel -- 1'Il be 47 this year.
Anyway, | just forgot to say a few things.

Like | said, ten years | spent hunting caribou at the
border. The last 15 years, | haven't seen a cari bou at
the border. It mght be climate change. But if you ask
nme, it's the hunting guides that get dropped off by the
dozens al ong the Brooks Range. They are chasing the
cari bou further north. They take shots at the | ead
cari bou and they go further north. Then these oil rigs
and platfornms and everyt hi ng.

| worked on the Slope for ten years. |'mproud to
say haven't worked on the Slope for 20-plus years because

| don't agree with what's happening there. And | went to
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school and got another trade so | wouldn't have to be
forced to work on the Sl ope.

But it is detrinental that these people get their
foot into ANWNR, just like the Alpine oilfield, they are
going to prom se not to expand over this nmuch area, but
give themten years, and the whole ANVR wi Il be full of
drilling rigs and platforns and roads and everything el se,
satellites, expansions here and there. They wll break
every prom se they make about ANVR  And | prom se you
t hat .

Thank you.

CH EF NANCY JAMES: Mc is open. Anybody
el se? Duane.

MR. DUANE SOLOMON: Kind of nervous for a
speech. Anyway, |'mopposed to drilling in ANVR  You
know why? | used to work in the oilfield. | worked at
Al pine fromday one. Used to watch the caribou, thousands

of caribou cone by. There was one pad that we were

drilling on. Thousands of caribou cane by.
Year after year, less and | ess caribou. Now, Iike
t oday, there would be, like, 20 or 30 of them out there.

That's all you ever see now. You don't see them Once
t hey build those gravel roads, thousands of mles of
gravel roads, trucks, vehicles, vehicles pollute the air

up there. They don't nonitor the air quality up there.
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see these diesel trucks just idling all wnter |ong, 24/7.
Pol lutes the air.

Also -- I'"'mkind of going brain dead here. | thought
about everything when | was sitting down, but it went
away.

But why |I'm opposed to that, because it changed the

caribou. It chased themaway fromthe oilfield. GQGlfield
Is not good. |I'ma witness to that. | sawit. |'ve seen
it wwth ny own eyes. | don't know why you guys want to
drill in ANVVR, anyway. | nmean, Al pine, Kuparuk, Prudhoe

Bay, you guys got new technol ogy. The oil conpani es got
new t echnol ogy where they get nore oil out of a well. |
mean, how much noney do they need?

Once you build a road and pad in ANNR, you never take
back ANVR again. ANWR will never be the sane. The
animals will never be the sane. Al the pollution wll
scare them away.

And that's what | -- I'"'mseeing. | already saw it.
| saw it in Kuparuk. | sawit Al pine. You got to think
really hard. Once they build that road, that's it.
You'll never going to get it back. ANWR will be
dest r oyed.

So | wish you guys would think really hard on that.
O | conpanies are powerful. They are the ones causing al

this. Al the oil conpanies.
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We want our caribou to mgrate |ike they usually do.

Once you put gravel roads and pads, they are going to

change their mgrations, and it will be for the worse.
They go up -- the caribou go up there to lay -- not to
lay -- to have their calves. You guys scare them away.

They go sonewhere else. Now all the predators they try to
avoid, gane on. They are just going to destroy them So
t hi nk about that.

That's all 1've got to say. Thank you. Mahsi Cho.

CHI EF NANCY JAMES: Charlene, | know you
want to say sonet hing.

Don't forget the mc is for you.

MS. CHARLENE Fl SHER: Mahsi Cho.
(Speaking in GMch'in.) Good afternoon. M nane is
Dr. Charlene Fisher. | amthe executive director of CATG
Thank you to the people of GmM chyaa Zhee for allow ng ne
to speak. And thank you Khehkwaii Janes and Khehkwai i
Peter for allowng ne to speak on tribal | ands.

As a Beaver tribal nenber, | don't have an
opportunity to comment unless | travel to Fort Yukon or to
Fai rbanks. BLMis only doing public neetings in Arctic
Vill age, Venetie, Fort Yukon, but none of the other
communities that were granted tribal consultation have had
t he opportunity to comment on the EIS. And their

comunities will be inpacted, as well.
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| distributed to you the CATG resol ution. That
resolution affirns the CATG commtnment to protect the
bi rt hpl ace of the Porcupine caribou herd. It is signed by
all ten tribes and attested for their support, all the way
from Ranpart, Stevens Village, Beaver, all the way to
Canyon Village, including all of our communities. And as
one organi zation, we stand together united in this
position.

We support option of no developnent. And there are
many things in this EIS that are very concerning. First
of all, as an indigenous researcher, you know, that's what
education does. It teaches you these different
nmet hodol ogi es.

There is a nunber of nethodol ogies and different
types of things that -- you know, shane on BLM for
excludi ng so many of their stakeholders. To have findings
that are crafted to -- to a particular end is not
research. |It's a position paper of sone sort. You have
to triangul ate data, you know, be objective, all of those
things that lead to a conclusion. If you already know the
conclusion at the end, you are not -- you know, what Kkind
of statenent is that? |It's not sonething that | feel any
researcher should be proud to be part of.

| have a nunber of comments, and bear with nme as | go

t hrough t hem
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So the nost egregious part of the draft BLMEIS is
that it doesn't acknow edge the input of tribal authority
of these self-governing entities and all but ignores the
comments of the tribal nenbership. There have been tri bal
menber after tribal nenber cone to you pleading for this
devel opnent to be stopped, and these tribal -- these sane
tribal nmenbers, GmMch'in on both sides of the border in
Canada and Al aska, have been | and and resource managenent
managers of these resources in this area for thousands of
years.

To ignore their comments, to maliciously, callously,
you know, dism ss ancestral know edge, traditional
ecol ogi cal know edge accepted in the areas of academ a
wor | dwi de i s unacceptable. The sacred nature of the
calving grounds is sonething that is putting pressure and
stress on already a stressed people that is undergoing
extrene | anguage | oss, cultural change; all of these
pressures that cone to do with col oni zati on.

Those, you know, pressures are only conpounded with
t hese sort of on-the-fly initiatives, you know, political
agenda of one politician or another who, you know, threw
in alittle caveat into a tax bill, and then suddenly here
we all are, you know, talking about this.

The di vi de-and-conquer strategies that have been used

to put one agenda to one indi genous group of people and
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t hen anot her to another group of indi genous peopl e has,
you know, been used for many years. And you know,
i ndi genous people, we stick to the resolve that the
bi rt hi ng grounds are sacred. They are not to be
devel oped.

You know, goi ng agai nst your own rules by not having
ANI LCA 810 be properly foll owed by, you know, having this
refuge that suddenly is now devel oped, you know, that --
you know, your intent or the intent of the lawis well
known and well justified. But for the people, the
GmM ch'in stand unified that this place should not be
devel oped.

| gnoring the 1987 Porcupi ne herd conservati on
agreenent, ignoring the International Porcupine Caribou
Board and their nanagenent, ignoring the input of Canada,
and ignoring the input of the GMch'in First Nations, you
know, and saying that they -- you know, the people wll
not be i npacted, you have heard many experi ences of our
peopl e having these interrelated clan systens, famly
systens where they help one another. They hunt wth one
another. They clearly will be inpacted.

If the potential -- and the potential is great for
the cari bou herd's nunbers to be di m nished, for the
calving ground to inpact the health of the herd, for the

health of the herd to be maintained in a, you know, an
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oilfield, all of those things really have -- are going to
have a great inpact on the Porcupine caribou herd and, as
such, will have inpact on the people. To say so in

your -- the BLM devel oped draft EIS statenment is just

i rresponsi bl e and unaccept abl e.

You know, CATG strongly recommends that you
reconsi der your conclusions that the Gumch'in people wll
not be inpacted by this irresponsi bl e devel opnent. The
people of Arctic Village, Venetie, Fort Yukon, Chal kyitsik
wll all be directly inpacted fromthe potential harns
fromthis devel opnent. And the regional ties that exist
t hrough these interwven systens wll be secondarily
I npacted in nmany conmmunities in the region.

There is already i npacts caused by this process. You
are causing stress on these people. You are causing
unnecessary worry. You are causing tine and resources on
behal f of tribal governments who are already stressed to
t he max, on even CATG s tine and efforts.

You know, there is -- there are so many things that
we can be working on in a positive manner. CATGis known
nationally for their work in self-governance. W have
sone of these people here, Pat Stanley sitting over here,
sone of the el der people mentioned: Stanley Jonas, Chief
Stanl ey Jonas, and all of those old ancestor -- you know,

our people, our elders, they worked very hard to establish
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this sel f-governance.

These are people who are independent. They want to
be self-sufficient. They don't, you know, cone beggi ng
for things. They are not asking for, you know, naybe I
get a new gymout of this. Mybe BLMw Il build us a new
community hall. W are not asking for anything. W are
standing firmthat the Porcupine caribou herd stays, you
know, protected and the sacred pl ace stays sacred.

So you know, the work that CATG did over all these
years built out of this self-sustaining, self-governing
i ndependent sort of Al askan spirit should be cel ebrated by
peopl e li ke yourself, scientists, managers, Al askans, and
support ed.

My ask on behalf of CATGis to revise your
Envi ronment al | npact Statenent, redo the AN LCA 810
analysis to fully consider the inpacts to the Gach'in.
These revisions would all ow BLM the opportunity to
properly conduct hearings and conduct proper tri bal
consultation with all of the inpacted tribes and cone to a
conclusion that is not biased and is an honest
strai ghtforward pi ece of research.

Thank you for your tine.

MS. KAREN DI XON: (Speaking in Native
Anerican | anguage.) [|'mfrom Lower 48, New Mexico. |'m

Dene Navajo fromthe Navajo Nation tribe, and have cone up
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here to live and to work anongst the Gm ch'in people. |
also work with six different other villages, as well. |
stand before you as a community nenber, as a Native
Anerican, and as part of the sovereign nation throughout
our United States.

| cone to you with great concern about what this
public law holds. It is ny understanding in talking in a
brief discussion with these folks up here that this public
| aw started way a number of years before it was passed in
2017. And that this public | aw passed in Decenber 22nd of
2017 was sponsored by sonmeone from Texas. And so it was
al so attached to a tax | aw.

So we have a nunber of variables that are inpacting
the things that you are commenti ng on today. And what |
do know that the governnent is aware of and is fully ready
to respond to our things like stand-ins, riots. |'mnot
proposing them |'mjust saying that those are kinds of
things that they respond to. Lawsuits. Because sonetines
t he comments about our culture, the conmments about our
future of our people, our young people, the sustainability
and the sovereignty of our Indian people, our Indian
nations, is not what's at their best interest.

| asked about this lawin terns of what it neans to
our tribal people. Wat it neans is that right now you

have a m ni num -- they have a m nimum of two | eases that
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they are required to do. It's not whether they want to or
not. The |law says you wll have two | eases. They could
go up as far as ten, nmybe nore.

The other thing is that once the drilling starts,
once the operations all start, none of the npbney goes to
the tribes. 50 percent of the npbney cones to the state of
Al aska and the other 50 percent of the dollars go into the
general coffers of the treasury. And so those are
i nportant things for our people to understand, for you all
t o under st and.

And what it nay take is for you all going down and
visiting your congressnan and your state representatives.
And it's a very difficult thing. | see sonebody shaking
their head. It's a very difficult thing to do, going to
Washi ngton. The only way that this thing will stop -- |
heard many of you say no, don't do it. Don't drill.

Don't do any of those kind of activities. Stop. The only
way that it's going to stop is if the |l aw changes. And
that's it.

| ' m deeply concerned about the |ivelihood of Native
people. |1'mdeeply concerned that public | aw 93-638,
| ndi an sel f-determ nation, is understood and i npl enent ed
with tribal people. That's the law that |evels the
playing field. But it's much bigger sonetinmes in another

public | aw.
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And so I'd be interested in hearing fromthese fol ks
how maybe t hey can support bringi ng sone of that nopney
back to here or even stopping it. And |I'mhere to help.
"' mhere to support.

So those are ny comments today to you all is it's a
big, big thing that they are asking, not just to hear
about no, don't do it, it's going to hurt our cari bou,
it's going to hurt the future. They need to hear other
t hi ngs about what are -- what are going to -- howis it
going to inpact your tribe in terns of dollars because
it's going to happen. What's going to happen to the | and?
How much of that poison is going to go into the | and and
filter down under the -- under the land, into the ocean?
How is that going to be conpensated for?

So | am deeply concerned about this public | aw and
how it's going to inpact these folks. Thank you.

MS. NANCY SHEWFELT: Hel | o. My nanme is
Nancy Shewfelt. [|'mfrom Fort Yukon, raised here. |
wanted to -- just want to nmake a coment that Bureau of
Land Managenent conveys a nessage to ne that you are
responsi ble to be good stewards of our lands. So | would
highly -- | guess | would want to be -- | want you to
convince ne that you are good stewards of our | ands that
we have here and have consideration for all the

I nhabitants of the |land we are concerned with, the people,
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the animals. And just be good stewards.

Thank you.

MS. BERNADETTE DEM ENTI EFF: | just want

to make a couple comments. As Gach'in people, we have a
spiritual and cultural connection to the land and to the
Por cupi ne cari bou herd. And no anount of npbney is going
to change that. W don't want any noney. W want heal t hy
| and. We want healthy animals. W want a heal t hy
environnent. No anpount of nopney is going to change our
m nds on that.

I"'ma little bit, you know, upset that | heard that.
We have never asked for noney. W do not want noney. W
want our children to have a healthy environnent to survive
off of. O course we understand. | go to D.C al nost
every nonth, al nost every week. So | do know how hard it
is to go down there. But this is -- this fight is not
over until the -- I wll stand and | will fight unless --
until the first rig goes in there. And | wll keep
fighting after because our children are going to be the
ones who have to live with the aftermath. And we are not
giving up. | won't give up

Thank you.

CH EF NANCY JAMES: l'd like to ask for

t hose that have not addressed anyone here. Make sure. |

want to make sure.
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MR. DACHO ALEXANDER: My nane is Dacho
Al exander from Fort Yukon. There are just a couple
things. | read in the paper that M. Balash -- is that --
is that you?

MR JOE BALASH:. Yes, sir.

MR. DACHO ALEXANDER: | heard that you
stated that the majority of Al askans were for devel opnent,
and that nmay be true.

But | also want to talk a little bit about another
proposed project by the Departnent of the Interior that
had w despread Al askan support. And it's a project that
Paul had alluded to earlier, and that's the Ranpart
Project. And that is in 1954.

The Arny Corps of Engi neers proposed buil ding a dam
across the Ranmpart, which is downriver fromhere. The
effect of building the damis that it would produce 50
times the anount of electricity that Al aska needed at the
time, in 1954.

Now, the downside is that it would create a | ake the

size of Lake Erie. It would be the | argest manmade
reservoir even today if they had -- if they had done it.
Thi s idea had wi despread support. In fact, in the

run up to the 1960 presidential election, both John F.
Kennedy and Ri chard N xon cane to Al aska sayi ng we support

t he Ranpart dam project. John F. Kennedy. Can you
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I magine that? Qur wse, wise iconic |eader, John F
Kennedy, was in favor of flooding nine villages,

di splacing all the people in the Yukon Flats. Well, we
were told that we woul d get houses on the | akefront. They
actually said that, houses on the | akefront.

1962. At the election in 1962, the Al aska State
Legi sl ature, every single person elected to the
| egi slature at that tinme had al so supported the Ranpart
project. Every single person elected. So to say that the
Ranpart project had w despread support is kind of an
understatenent. |t had universal support.

Wel |, universal support except for a rowdy bunch of
Yukon Flats residents, GmMmch'in people, Duane Sol onon's
father, and eventually a group of conservationists, the
sane people that are basically | eading the fight against
ANVR right now.

Now, fast forward to 2004, 2004 here in the Yukon
Flats. Once again, Departnent of the Interior, this tine
Fish & Wldlife refuge, they wanted to do a | and exchange
w th the Doyon Corporation, which would effectively build
a road into the Yukon Flats, into the heart of the Yukon
Fl ats where you are right now And you are probably
famliar with this project. And in exchange the Yukon
Flats -- the refuge systemas a whole would get 2 percent

of the well head. And this would fund the Fish & Wldlife
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Service all over the United States so they coul d conserve
| and.

Seens ridicul ous, even, you know, only, what, ten
years later -- not even ten years later it seens
conpletely ridiculous. Again, another project that had

w despread support by Al askans.

So if you are | ooking for wi sdom | wouldn't go
wth -- with what the popul ation says. Let's |ook at --
actually, you know what? These -- when a project like
this conmes up, it brings out the worst in humanity. It
does. | nean, who is going to benefit fromthe drilling

of oil inthe Arctic WIldlife National Refuge? 1It's going
to be oil conpanies. W know this. G conpanies.
It's not going to be the BLM It's not going to be
t he Departnent of Interior. [It's going to be oi
conpani es, foreign oil conpanies, nost likely. 1It's not

going to be the people on the North Slope. It's not going

to be us. It's not even going to be the Anerican people.
From what | understand, the anmpunt of noney that w ||
cone into the United States will -- the anobunt of revenue

that the United States government and the state of Al aska,
di vided equally, would get would be 50 billion dollars
apiece. So that's 100 billion dollars, okay, that we
woul d be sharing with the U S. governnent.

Well, you know what it also is worth? You know
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what's worth 116 billion? Jeff Bezos of Amazon. How
about you guys keep Jeff Bezos and we keep ANVR? And you
guys would have an extra 116 billion. Actually, 16
billion.

So ny point is that, yeah, you know 100 billion
dollars sounds like a |lot of nobney to sone people, but I
think it was just |last year the USS Gerald Ford -- it's an
aircraft carrier. 13 billion dollars. You could build
three aircraft carriers with the anbunt of nopney that you
are going to be recovering. |It's not worth it.

The one positive thing that | have to say about
situations |like this where we are, you know, forced to
defend our values is it brings out the best in people, as
well. You know, now, while it brings out the worst, you
know, vanity and greed and hubris and, you know, pride, it
al so brings out the best in us, which is, you know,
respect, responsibility, conservation. It brings out the
best in humanity, too.

And | have faith that this is another battle that we
are going to wn because we are relying on the val ues of
our forefathers; not just our forefathers, but your
forefathers, as well. Your forefathers -- | know none of
you took this job thinking I1"mgoing to go up into the
Arctic National Wldlife Refuge and drill for sone oil.

And we know that in 2020 our best chance of defeating ANVR
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Is to probably get another president, if Congress doesn't
do that for us.

So right now we have this draft EI'S and, you know, we
are going through the notions. And | know that not hing
that | say here is going to affect the decision one way or
anot her because that decision has about been nmade by the
Trunp Adm nistration. But the one thing that | can say
here that will nake a difference is that we all need to
vote. 2020, get out the vote. GCet out the Al aska Native
vot e because we need a change in adnmnistration if we are

going to stop this.

It's the sane way that the -- it's the same way that
t he Ranpart dam was stopped. |It's the same way that the
| and exchange was stopped. It was the sane way that this

is going to be stopped is a change in adm nistration.

So you know, |I'm not saying don't fight. | say, you
know, conti nue keeping up the fight. These folks here,
they are not the decisionnakers. So they get to travel

around and get beat up a little bit by all of us and, you

know, it's -- you know. I'msorry. | hope |I'm not
beati ng up on you guys but, you know, | just -- | just
wanted to say that -- that it doesn't -- drilling in ANVR
doesn't nake any sense ecologically, financially or -- or

human-w se.

And |'m opposed to drilling. Thank you.
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CH EF NANCY JAMES:. Anybody el se? Thank
you. For those that haven't spoken, anybody el se that
wants to nake a comment ?

M5. JULIE MAHLER Hi. M nane is Julie
Mahl er, MA-H L-E-R | "mnot much of a tal ker, but | do
work with Fish & Wldlife Service and the council,

At habascan Tri bal Governnent, kind of dual. So | agree
W th everybody that said what they said. | agree with

them And they kind of took all the words | wanted to

say.

But I'll add sonething to it, but it's nothing that
you probably never heard. Now, Fish & Wldlife, they
preserve wildlife, right? So this land -- | thought this
| and, the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge, was put aside
to preserve for wildlife for the future. And that's a
smal|l portion of land. So if you open this up, that's
going to open up -- that's just |ike openi ng anot her door
up for another piece of |land for stuff -- just going to
conti nue and so --

And |'mno scientist, but what are the possible
i npact, you know, for -- for the Porcupine caribou herd
and others? Because there is a lot of scientists out
there that know what it can do to our |and, our air, our
water, so -- you know, to nature and the inportance of

healthy |l ands, like a | ot of them said.

64
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| lived out there for 30 years, and that's right in
the Arctic National Wldlife Refuge. | raised five
children. Six. You know, we had no stores. W didn't go
to the store. W got the basics. W grew wheat. It
grew, so we nade flour with it. W had horses. W had
goats, chickens. And the caribou was in our back door.
So yeah, we survived out there.
And | just want to continue this for no drilling.
CH EF NANCY JAMES: Anybody el se?
M5. ANNIE JAMES: Hello. M nanme is Annie
Janmes, and 1'm21. |I'mfromFort Yukon. It took nme a
while to come up here because | get really nervous. And
was t hinking, who am| to speak in front of you guys or
hal f of Fort Yukon?
|'"'m 21 years old, and | still haven't seen the

cari bou herd yet. And that's, |ike, one of ny biggest

goals. And once they start, if they do start drilling,
like, 1'"'m21, and only, |ike, the young ones in Arctic
Village and A d Crow, |ike, have seen the cari bou herd,

and they know their traditions up there.

But | lived in Fairbanks for half ny life and I don't
know -- | just started learning ny traditions, |ike, two
years ago. | stayed up in Arctic for a while, and that's

when | first |learned how to cut a caribou, had ny first

caribou dry neat. It has a natural seasoning. And went
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out on the land in Arctic. | net ny famly in Arctic. |

finally got really close to them And then they say if |

ever go back up there, they will take me out again if they
never drill in the ANVR

And that's all | want to say. |1'm21. And there is
younger ki ds younger than ne that still do want to go out
there, that it will be a downfall. It would be a really

bi g downfall because I'mjust learning right now And |
hope every word counts here.
Thank you.
CHI EF NANCY JAMES: Anybody el se that

hasn't spoken?

MS. PAT STANLEY: Hi . Well, | have been
wel conmed to Fort Yukon. | have been here for about 36
years now. M nanme is Pat Stanley. | grew up in L.A

And | can renenber in high school when I was thinking,
what if they shut off our water? Wsat if they close the
stores? There are so many people. It was just -- and the
air quality was terrible. | went to school down there. |
went to art school down there. Used to sit in that class
downt own and breathe, and it used to hurt our | ungs.

Wen | cane to Alaska, | said, this is hone. | was
in Anchorage, and | -- for a nunber of years. | worked
there for alittle while. And when | turned 40, ny car

quit. | had been neeting people in Fort Yukon at AFN and
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ot her events. And people said, why don't you cone up
here? Don't worry about working. Just cone up.

And you see that man in the upper left? That's Titus
Peter. Titus -- Reverend Titus Peter drove ne up here.
And then he told nme, you white people talk too nmuch. So
ever since then | have been a little bit nervous about
speaking publicly. 1 don't. So I'mgrateful for people

| i ke Charl ene who get up and speak to you

| come to these events because | |isten to peopl e and
their wisdom and they are so -- so wise. | worked with
CATG when it first started, and the chiefs -- | was so

I npressed with the chiefs and what they wanted to do.

They were the people who took responsibility for what they
wanted. And we were only the workers who hel ped to bring
sone of those things to fruition.

W wor ked on creating jobs. W worked on taking
over, taking over our own managenent of our health system
part of, anyway. Taking over education, taking
responsibility for our education. W have been working to
educate our young people for about 14 years now, huh,

Charl ene? And we have early chil dhood. W have natura
resour ces.

On the Canadi an side of the villages are the sane
peopl e as the people you see in this room | w sh they

were here today. WMaybe if we had | onger events warni ng of
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this neeting, maybe sone of them would be here. They cane
to our first neeting for the CATG W had |ots of people
from Canada cone down by boat and speak about devel opi ng
t his organi zati on and pl anning for what we were going to
do. It was a very exciting tinme.

Since then we have taken responsibility, as | said.
But in Canada on the Canadian side, the Gamch'in are
managi ng their land. Their governnent is a little
different than this governnment. W should be managi ng --
the Gni ch'in people should be managing this territory, the
Yukon Flats. W shouldn't be having so nuch federal and
state oversight. This is the |and peopl e have nanaged for
t housands of years. They don't need these rules and
regul ati ons.

In terns of the Arctic Refuge, | renenber in 1988 we
had a big neeting in Fort Yukon, first of all, in summer.
| ndi genous Survival International. |ndigenous Survival
I nternational, we taught -- you know, it was the Canadi ans
and the US. GMch'in. People fromall over cane and
t al ked about the future. Then there was an el ders
conference here. Fromall over Al aska, el ders cane and
tal ked about their future. Then the first Garch'in
gat heri ng happened in Arctic Vill age.

And you are going to be going back to Arctic Vill age.
Well, in 1988, this -- this fight has been going on since
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1988 with the GMch'in people. They said their
resources -- they worked hard to educate you, to explain
to you, to get your attention and to help you to

understand why it's so inportant to keep this ecosystem

cl ean.

You see what's happening to our world. | think the
elders -- | think the elders of the GMch'in predicted a
| ot of what's happening now. | don't know if you agree

with that, but that's things that |'ve heard.

So it's not only the Porcupi ne caribou herd. | know
that things were put into these plans to give sone
opportunity for protection of the Porcupine caribou herd,
but it's not just the herd. 1It's the whol e ecosystem
nmean, it's the one place we have in the United States
where we have this environnent. And now -- now this | aw
has been passed.

And | agree. | agree with Bernadette. The only --
and wth Dacho. The only opportunity we have is our vote
and what's going to happen in 2020 and what we can do
about this law. This is a wong | aw.

And | agree with everything that's been said here,
and | deeply appreciate hearing everybody's story. |It's
so nuch better than what | can say and so nuch deeper.

But |I've stayed here for these many years because

this is a community. This is a community all over the

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

70

Yukon Fl ats and Canada. And the GMch'in in Canada, |

hope the Canadi an governnent -- there is a treaty with the
U.S. | hope the Canadi an governnent sues the U. S.
governnent. That's what |'m hoping for. | don't know if

it will happen but, you know, there is, what, 10, 000
GMch'in. | think --

You know, | agree. | have faith that this is not
going to happen. This is not going to happen. People are
going to keep fighting for it. And | support. And I'm
non- Nati ve person living here, and | fully support what
the Gn ch'in are doing.

And keep fighting. Keep fighting.

CH EF NANCY JAMES: Anybody else? Nowl'd
li ke to ask -- Lance. Dr. Lance.

DR. LANCE BOWE: Good afternoon. M nane
is Lance Bowie. As you see, I'mnot GMch'in. But | have
lived here for a nunber of years; eight years, to be
exact. | don't even know that | have the right to cone
bef ore you and to speak with this cel estial gathering
that's here. |'musually sonewhat shy about ny words.

And you know, as | sat, | thought | should say this.
|'ve heard it said today that years ago they woul d not
all ow us to speak our own | anguage in the schools. |
represent that "they." What | heard today spoken that you

are not allowng us to take care of our own |land. |
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represent that "you," as you represent that as well.
The thing that's hurtful for ne is that | hear that
part of the inpact statenent is that it's not going to

i npact the region and it's not going to inpact the

children. | don't believe that.
| can say this about nyself: | was born in Seattle,
Washi ngton. | have been in Al aska since 1955. I|I'ma

product of the Al aska educational system So |I'm not new
to that.

| have a nmaster's degree from University of Al aska
Anchorage. And | have a doctorate fromthe University of
Sout hern California, so I'mnot, again, foreign to the
acqui sition of know edge.

| would say to you that it is going to have an i npact
on the young people here. It will have an inpact on the
young people. M job is to educate folks that | represent
in this region, six different schools. And |I'm watching
the culture slip away. And when you say that it's not
going to inpact their culture and it's not going to inpact
t he educati onal know edge and the | earning of the young
people and to -- that's not true.

| stand before you as a black man. And | can tel
you this: |'ve gone through lots of things, you know, as
| mgrated, you know, and acquired the degrees and things

that | have. And every tine | |ook at some of the cases,

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

72

t he | andmar k cases, Plessy versus Ferguson, Brown versus
t he Board of Education, it had an inpact on ny life.

What you are doing is going to have an inpact on the
culture and on the people of this region. | say to you
t hat what ever deci sion that you nmake, you shoul d wal k
t hrough that quagmre very carefully. But nore
i nportantly, you should listen to the needs of these
peopl e.

|"ve lived out here. |1've |earned to eat nuskrat.
|'ve learned to eat beaver. \Were is Paul that just
turned 60 years old? He taught ne how to eat whitefish

And | spent, as | said, 33 years in the Anchorage
School District. | amnot an uneducated person. But when
| came out here, the education that | had there neans
nothing to what's out here.

So | say to you, you nust listen to what these fol ks
say. They have a perspective that you probably don't
have. And I'msorry to say -- and | don't want to be
mean, but when | | ook at you, you all are white people.
You know, and what they have is perspective that is
di fferent than yours.

And you can say the people of Al aska want this, but
t he people who are affected from Al aska may not want it.
So you have got to listen to what it is they say. And |

know you have got hard decisions to nake, but any deci sion
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t hat you make shoul d be based upon the needs of the people
that are going to be nost affected, and that's the people
bef ore you.

Thank you for your tine.

M5. CHARLOITE KELLY- SPENCER: My nanme is
Charlotte Kelly-Spencer. |I'mon the tribal council. And
you have heard a | ot of people speak today and voice their
opinions. And | do oppose the drilling, also.

| have a quote here | want to nention: |If you see
sonething that is not right, not fair, not just, you have
a noral obligation to do sonething about it. That was
John Lew s.

And that's what we are doing. W are speaki ng about
sonething that we really believe in. And we are asking
you today, when you | eave, think on what was said by some
of the younger people, sonme of the older people. | would
| i ke my grandson -- ny grandson Kai nmana, he's Athabascan.
He's al so an Anerican. He's just a little fellow |
would love for himto go hunt and do sone of the stuff on
the land. M other grandson, Jericho Anbs Ray, he's
At habaskan Korean. So | would like himto | earn sone of
his own cul ture.

So |I'm asking you to please consider tonight what you
are doi ng.

And | wanted to thank this young |ady right here that
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has been supporting. Thank you for your service. 30
years with the conpany. Thank you so much for hel ping the
GmM ch'in people. Thank you, Bernadette.
Thank you for hearing our voice.
CH EF NANCY JAMES: Anybody else? | don't
want to m ss anyone.
In closing, then, I1'd like to ask ny council and
Ber nadette to cone up, and al so Charl ene representing
CATG. This is our land. W are the ones that's going to
be affected for a long tine in everything, any decision
that's been nade. But | think the nain thing is that,
pl ease listen. You have heard. You asked us to have a
public hearing. W invite you into our |land. Pl ease
consi der --
And right now I'mgoing to ask publicly, for those
t hat support no devel opnent, stand up with the council.
(Audi ence st ands.)
CH EF NANCY JAMES: Every one of them
Thank you. And | think it's only fair that | ask Joe to
make a statenent. Unless, Mke -- Mke in closing. Any
closing comments? But | think we need to hear from Joe.
MR M CHAEL PETER  Stanley, | think the
youngest person just left the building. There is one to
your left.

| thank Joe and his staff for comng in and hearing
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our voices. Also, too, I'd like to thank Bernadette, too,
for all she's done. She does travel quite a bit. And
al so, too, we don't stand al one. W got other Indian
nations that are standing with us in this fight.

And | asked her if she could give ne sone of the
nanes, and there is hundreds of them Right now there is
Nat i onal Congress of Anerican |Indians, Anerican |Indian

Movenment, Soci ety of Native Americans, Navaj o Nati on,

Standing Sioux Tribe -- there are seven tribes -- and
Vet erans of -- Veterans of Natives, Tanana Chiefs
Conf erence, Yukon WAt er shed Council, Athabascan Tri ba

Governnents. And the |ist goes on.

And al so we support them too, because they are al so
facing the sane issues we are facing up here, like in
Three Bears, Utah; Navajo Nation; Standing Rock. Also in
Sioux in -- North Dakota Sioux with the pipeline that's
goi ng through their sacred | ands.

But al so, too, you got to renenber, they need to
understand that there is also two major oil strikes that
Duane nmentioned. And how are you goi ng to devel op 900
| eases? It will be after ny time and into our kids'
tinmes. So it seens like a rush, rush to do that.

Just because who is in there, | nean, you got -- you
can't listen to what everybody says and do what they say.

They tell you to junmp off a cliff, you going to go junp
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off acliff?

This is what makes our country great. America has
al ways been great.

And with that, 1'd like to thank Bernadette, too, for
what she does. She spends a |lot of tinme away from her
famly. 1'd like to give her a round of appl ause.

|'d also |like to thank you, the tribal menbers, for
coming out. I'd like to thank Robert, Mary Beth and
Duane. They had a good teacher, Jonathan Sol onon. And we
have all had other people that we | ooked up to that guided
us.

And |'d also like to thank our elders that have
passed. And we did |ose a |ot of people this past year.
And let's not forget them Thank you.

CH EF NANCY JAMES: Bernadette, closing,
before | ask Joe.

MS. BERNADETTE DEM ENTI EFF: " mgetting
ready to get on the plane, but | just want to say thanks
to everybody that showed up yesterday and thanks today.
Thank you guys for comi ng to hear our input.

| learned a | ot since | have been working at the
GMch'in Steering Conmittee, a |lot that -- you know, I
feel like I lost ny identity after high school, and |I'm
slowy finding who I am agai n.

And t he Porcupine caribou herd, they are our
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identity. |If they go, we go. And that is what Jonat han
Sol onon said. What befalls the caribou befalls the

GmM ch'in. And just because he's not here anynore, that
doesn't nean that we don't foll ow what he said.

The direction that our elders gave in 1988 is to
protect the Porcupine caribou herd, not to see what we can
get out of it. They told us to protect it for all tine,
not just for all our people, but for all people. And we
just got to renenber to follow that.

Mahsi Cho.

CH EF NANCY JAMES: Joe.

MR JOE BALASH: Just one nore tine, Chief
Janes, I'd like to thank you for allowing us to cone and
hold this neeting. This was just the formal public
neeting for the BLM as part of this process. |
acknow edge this was not a governnent-to-gover nnent
nmeeting. | look forward to com ng back to Fort Yukon in a
few weeks to have that fornal governnent-to-gover nnent
nmeeting with you and your council.

| know that this is a difficult issue. This is
sonet hi ng that the people here, the Grvch'in, feel very,
very strongly about. And as | said earlier, we are not
here to try and change anybody's mnd. W are here to get
your feedback, your input. W will be happy to stay a

little longer if people want to tal k individually.
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And then | know that getting up in front of everybody
and speaking, even for ne, is sonething that causes ne to
| ose track of nmy thoughts. So we are going to keep Mary
here a little bit longer if sonebody wants to cone and say
sonet hing further that you maybe renenber.

And so we are going to have this coment period open
until March 13th. So if there are additional things that
you would i ke to say to us to put down in witing, we
woul d be happy to receive that, of course. And we have
got lots of ways for you to do that. W wll nake sure
that the tribal offices here have the information to be

able to contact us further, as well.

And again, | want to thank all of you. | know that
the days are getting a little bit longer. 1t's al npst
spring. |It's a strange thing to say in February, but

t hank you all.

And we are just in the draft stage. These are not
representative of any final decisions. These alternatives
are to help get feedback fromthe individuals all across
the country who care to comment on this. W have to
listen to the comments from everybody. But there is a
reason that we are hol ding public neetings in Fort Yukon,
Arctic Village, Venetie, Kaktovik, Uqgiagvik. And that's
because we want to hear and pay very close attention to

t he people nost affected by these deci sions.
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So thank you for com ng and sharing your stories with
us and your perspective. Mhsi Cho.

CHI EF NANCY JAMES: | also know that you
have a video that you would |like to show that people woul d
li ke to have nore information or whatever, but | do thank
you for acknow edging the tribal-to-tribal consultation
that will take place that the council requested. Thank
you for acknow edging. And that's the nain thing.

And 1'd |ike to thank everyone that cane. But there
is going to be nore information here that's going to be
provided. They are going to stay a little while.

So t hank you.

MR. ANDREW ANSAKNOK: Okay. | have a
little problemw th public speaking, but all this is
affecting me, and | know about the -- | didn't know about
this Environnental |npact Statenent they are tal ki ng about
because are they there studying what -- if a car drives

over the sane piece of road 20 tines, it's going to nake

an indent, right, in the land? And all of the hunman stuff
that goes along with this, because they spill fuel --
people -- it's not a perfect world. People go out and
fill up their chain saw, they spill a little bit of fuel

you know. And it all affects the |and, the caribou and
ever yt hi ng.

And | just know, |'ve worked in many places up on the
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North Sl ope down to Georgia, and | seen equi pnent bi gger
t han any house and any building in this whole village of
Fort Yukon, equipnent for mning and drilling and stuff

li ke that that's bigger than any building that's going to
be in this whole town.

|'ve seen -- and they say that this little study,
this Environnmental |npact Statenent, they don't know
what's going to go on after this start to drill and
everyt hi ng because that's just what they think is going to
go on.

So | kind of oppose all this because |I know once they
start, it's just going to |l eave barren | and and no nore
animals |live there.

| seen a mne down in Womng, | used to work at it.
On the way there, | see all kind of animals, but once we
get closer to the mne, then there is no aninals and where
is all the animals? The first tinme | rode there, where is
all the animals? And there ain't no aninals.

That's all I'd like to say. But | really oppose
this. And thank you for |istening and taking ny
st at enment .

Thank you.

(Proceedi ngs adjourned at 3:45 p.m)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY A. VAVRI K, RVR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken before
nme at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcri bed under ny direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that tinme; and that | amnot a party to nor have

| any interest in the outcone of the action herein

cont ai ned.

| N W TNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscri bed
ny hand and affixed ny seal this _ day of February
2019.

MARY A. VAVRI K,
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Not ary Public for Al aska

My Conm ssion Expires: Novenber 5, 2020
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