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DONATE 

----
Oppose Oil Drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge \\A-\~ I-\. c~ 'v' \ \'\ (J \V'\. e-1-\ \ \'\~ 

{~V j C \.-\ \\L }:\-\ '> J~ '\ '-t 

President Trump's Interior 

Department is moving ahead with 

plans to sell oil leases in the 

pristine, publicly-owned Arctic 

National Wildlife Refuge. 

If approved, a newly released 

Environmental Impact Statement 

will serve as a step-by-step guide 

for handing over cherished 

Refuge lands to Big Oil to start 

drilling very soon. 

We can't allow the Trump 

administration to leave millions of 

acres of unspoi led, publicly­

owned wilderness forever 

destroyed and risk the lives of 

iconic wildlife like polar bears and 

Porcupine caribou. 

Submit an official public 

comment opposing oil drilling 

in the Arctic National Wildlife 

Your message will be sent t 

rn.hardt, Acting Interior Secretary 

rian Steed, Director, Bureau of Land 

age-rnefi 

Nicole Hayes, Project Manager, Bureau of 

Land Management 

Subject line: 

I oppose oil drilling in the Arctic Refuge 

SY\\ ~ 1----\. Cr- L'-~ 1. \ I 
(Consider adding your own thoughts - personalized 

messages are especially effective) \ ~"v""-.. \/'---' 

. ~ ---
Dear Acting Secretary Bernharat, 

Director Steed, and Ms. Hayes: 

I strongly oppose opening the Arctic 

National Wildlife Refuge to oil drilling 

and call on you to reverse course 

immediately on efforts to allow oil and 

gas permitting in the Refuge. 

One of the last completely unspoiled 

wild places on earth, the Arctic Refuge 

is irreplaceable. It's home to most of 

Your Information .J-\.---. 
F. *~ \,~ (~'\-'? 

1rst name \\\ "'~ __ 



The big story Habitat loss 
An orangutan 
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Biodiversity 
chance of safeguarding a stable planet I 

t for humanity's future on Earth.'' 

An animal die-off is an 
existential threat to 
humanity. Why are we 
'sleepwalking towards 
the edge of a cliff? 

By Damian Carrington 
and Jonathan Watts 

umanityhaswipedout6o% . 
ormamm:ns;tlmis,fiSJ'iai1d , 
rep essmce l970, ea mg · 
o experts isswng a warning 

that the annihilation of wildlife is an 
emergency that threatens civilisation. 

The estimate of the massacre is made 
inamajorreportproducedbyWWFand 
involving 59 scientists from across the 
globe. It finds that the vast and growing 
consumption of food and resources is , 
destroying the web of life, billions of ' 
years in the making, upon which human 
society ultimately depends for clean air, 
water and everything else. 

Many scientists believe the world 
has begun a sixth mass extinction, 
the first to be caused by a species -
Homo sapiens. Other recent analyses 
have revealed that humankind has ! 
destroyed 83% of all mammals and half ! 
of plants since the da~N1l of civilisation I 

and that, even if the destruction were 
to end now, it would take 5·7 million 
years for the natural world to recover. 

The Living Planet Index, produced 
for WWF by the Zoological Society of 
London, uses data on 16,704 popula­
tionsofmammals, birds, fish, reptiles 
and amphibians, representing more 
than 4,000 species, to track the decline 
of wildlife. Between 1970and2014, the 
latest data available, populations fell 
by an average of60%. Four years ago, 
the decline was 52%. The "shocking 1 

truth", said Barrett, is that the wildlife 
crash is continuing unabated. 

Wildlife and the ecosystems are vital 
to human life, said Prof Bob Watson, 1 

the current chair of an intergovem- 1 

mental panel on biodiversity that said 
in March that the destruction ofnatme 
is as dangerous as climate change. 

"Nature contributes to human well­
beingculturally and spiritually, as well 
as through the critical production of 
food, clean water and energy, and 
through regulating the Earth's climate, ' 
pollution, pollination and floods;' he 

"We are sleepwalking towards 
the edge of a cliff," said Mike Barrett, 
executive director of science and 
conservation at WWF. "If there was a 
60% decline in the human population, 
that would be equivalent to emptying 
North America, South America, Africa, 
Europe, China and Oceania. That is the 
scale of what we have done." 

1 said. "TheLivingPianetreportdearly , 
demonstrates that human activities 
are destroying nature at an unaccep- ; 
table rate, threatening the wellbeing of . 
current and future generations." 1 

The biggest cause of wildlife losses 1 

is the destruction ofhabitats, much of : 
it to create farmland. Three-quarters 1 

The worst affected region is South 
and Central America, which has seen 
an 89% drop in vertebrate popu­
lations, largely driven by the felling 
of vast areas of wildlife-rich forest. In 
the tropical savannah called cerrado, 
an area the size of Greater London is 
deared every two months, said Barrett. 

The habitats suffering the greatest 
damage are rivers and lakes, where 
wildlife populations have fallen 83%, 
due to the thirst of agriculture and the 
large number of dams. "Again there is 
this direct link between the food sys­
tem and the depletion of wildlife," said 
Barrett. Eating less meat is an essential 
part of reversing losses, he said. 

Meanwhile, ahead of an interna· 
tional conference to discuss the col­
lapse of ecosystems, the UN's biodiver­
sity chief warned that if a new deal for 
natwe wasn't agreed in the next two 
years, humanity could be the first spe­
cies tOLrocurnent our own extihcbon. 
- emtiana P3$ca Palmer sa1d people 
in all countries need to put pressure 
on thei r governments to draw up 
ambitious global targets by 2020 --~ 
to protect the flora and fauna that __ ! 

"This is far more than just being 
about losing the wonders of nature, 
desperately sad though thatis;· he said. 
"This is actually now jeopardising the 
future of people. Nature is not a 'nice 
to have' - it is our life-support system." of all land on Earth is now significantly Very important arthropod 

"We are rapidly runningoutoftime;• 
said Prof Johan Rockstrom, a global 
sustainability expert at the Potsdam ! 
Institute for Climate Impact Research 
in Germany. "Only by addressing both 

Worldwide, 60% of vertebrates have 
been wiped out since 1970 

100% 
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affected by human activities. Killing 
for food is the next biggest cause -
300 mammal species are being eaten Limpopo's lions 
into extinction -while the oceans are 1 ~. '-'· ,JGJ • , 7, , -) 

hugely overfished. :\)a e ..- ... 

Freshwater habitats are the worst hit: 
populations have collapsed by 83% 

· Indian crocodiles 1 rem; 
: are on the verge of 

__ __ ~ extinction due to ~ 75 
1 the collapse 

. ---------- . -. . .• ---- . --- . -- . -- so 

.). ' \... {.lr \ 't:.. 
South an Central America is the 
worst affected region globally 

I An 89% total drop 1~ \00% 
i -giant ott!rs and 
· spider monkeys are L75 
I among the species 1 
i worst affected 1 
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