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Sean Cottle

From: Hayes, Miriam (Nicole) <mnhayes@blm.gov>

Sent: Thursday, March 7, 2019 12:20 PM

To: coastalplainAR; Sean Cottle

Subject: Fwd: [EXTERNAL] Comments on Draft EIS

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

Nicole Hayes
Project Coordinator
Bureau of Land Management
222 W. 7th Avenue #13
Anchorage, Alaska 99513
Desk: (907) 271-4354
Cell: (907) 290-0179

----------Forw ardedm essage---------
From :A idanCastle<aidan.s.castle@ gm ail.com >
Date:T hu,M ar7,2019 at11:18 AM
S ubject:[EX T ER N AL ]Com m entsonDraftEIS
T o:<m nhayes@ blm .gov>
Cc:<ryan@ northern.org>

N icoleHayes
P rojectCoordinator
Bureau ofL andM anagem ent
222 W est7thAvenue,S top#13
Anchorage,Alaska99513

R e:DO I-BL M -AK-0000-2018-0002-EIS ,CoastalP lainO ilandGasL easingP rogram

DearM x.Hayes,

T hankyou fortheopportunity tocom m entonthecurrentDraftEIS fortheCoastalP lainO ilandGasL easingP rogram .I
am anAlaskaresidentw ritingtovoiceconcernsovertheDraftEIS ,specifically aboutitspotentialim pactsonthetheP CH
andtheGw ich'inpeople.

A key areaofm y concernw iththecurrentDraftEIS isthatitsubstantively equatestheP orcupineCaribou Herdw iththe
CentralArcticHerd.Ifeelthatsuchacom parisonisinvalid,astheherdsaresodifferentfrom oneanother.Forexam ple,
theP CH issignificantly largeranddenserthantheCAH.Inordertovalidly assertthattheP CH w illberobustto
disturbancesfrom oilandgasextractionbecausetheCAH hasenduredsuchdisturbances,theEIS m ustscientifically
dem onstratethattheCAH andtheP CH areequivalent.T hecurrentDraftEIS doesnotdothis,and,thus,failstoachieve
theprecedentnecessary toproceedw iththeleasingprocess.
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Innotsubstantiatingthecom parisonoftheP CH totheCAH,thecurrentDraftEIS also,by extension,failstoaccountfor
thepotentialdam agetothesubsistencepracticeoftheGw ich'inpeopleresidingintheCoastalP lainarea.T heGw ich'in
havebeenresidinginthisareafor20,000 years.Caribou from theP CH areanirreplaceablefoodsource,asw ellasa
culturalbase.A failuretodem onstratethattheCAH andP CH aregenuinely equivalentisafailuretoaccountforthetrue
im pactofCoastalP lainoilandgasextractionontheGw ich'in.T heinadequaciesofthecurrentDraftEIS thereby present
ahum anrightsissue.

T hisissueisim portanttom ebecausetheArcticN ationalW ildlifeR efugeishom etoanim alsandpeoplew hohave
inhabiteditharm oniously forthousandsofyears.Itisalsosom eofthelastarctichabitatnotcurrently openforoil
drilling.O ilandgasextractiontakingplaceinthisareastandstohaveirreversiblenegativeim pactsonthew ildlife,and
thesurvivaloftheGw ich'inpeople.W ehaveanopportunity heretosavesom eofthelastpristinehabitat.Ifw efailto
saveit,itw illbegoneforever,andw ithitthe20,000-yearoldlegacy oftheGw ich'inpeopleintheterritory oftheP CH.

InordertosaveAN W R from negativeim pactsrelatingtooilandgasextraction,w em ustapproachany leasingw itha
thoroughEIS thatsubstantively accountsforpotentialenvironm entaleffects.T hecurrentDraftEIS fortheCoastalP lain
O ilandGasL easingP rogram failstodothis,particularly by thefactofitsnotdem onstratingtheequivalency ofthe
P orcupineCaribou HerdtotheCentralArcticHerd.InordertoprovethattheP orcupineCaribou Herd,andthelifeofthe
Gw ich'inpeople,w illnotbedam agedby thisproposedproject,m odelingm ustbeaccurate.M odelingcannotbe
accurateifthetw ocaribou herdshavenotbeenshow ntobeequivalent.

T hankyou fortakingthetim etoreadm y com m entsabove.Ihopethatyou seethefundam entalim portanceofcrafting
anEIS thatfully addressesthepotentialim pactsofoilandgasextractioninAN W R .

S incerely,
AidanS tevensonCastle
326 W edgew oodDrive,AptE25
Fairbanks,Alaska99701
aidan.s.castle@ gm ail.com


