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P-ROGEEDI-NGS

(I nvocation offered by Myra Thumma.)
(Drumm ng song perforned.)

M5. MYRA THUMVA: My nane is Myra Thumea.
" m second chief of Native Village of Venetie. And on
behal f of our GM ch'in, on behalf of our people, | want to
wel cone you into our community. This is our honel and.
And this is -- it's very inportant for us that this is our
way of life. Qur subsistence is very inportant to us.
I|"mnot only talking, | nean, for nyself, but only who are
our grandparents, our grandmas who are all sl eeping down
here. And they work really hard for us to be here, you
know, their hardship of traveling on our |and hunting, and
they pray for us and, you know, we are glad that we are
all here alike and we exi st.

And this is who we are, and not hing cannot change
that. This is who we are, and this is how we are |iving,
and this is what we are fighting for.

And | just want to thank everybody that's here: CQur
vill age council, our tribal, parents, our elders. And
this is our traditional chief Abraham Henry. | think
Abrahamis the ol dest one here in our comunity. And
anot her elder that we have here is Eunice WIIians.

And | just want to thank everybody. And so for now

"Il introduce Nicole. And Nicole, you can introduce
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everybody and what their titles are so everybody could
know. Nicole is going to do a presentation, kind of
update us on the EI'S and all that.

M5. NICOLE HAYES: Ckay. So | will do a
qui ck round of introductions. And then before | do the
present ati on, our Assistant Secretary for Lands and
M neral s Managenent for the Departnent of Interior, Joe
Bal ash, will make a few conments.

Agai n, thank you for having us here. W are real
excited to be here. W're looking forward to hearing your
coment s.

I|'m Ni cole Hayes. |'mthe project manager for the
coastal plain oil and gas |easing program Over here to
nmy right is Steve Wackowski, the Senior Advisor for Al aska
Affairs for Departnent of Interior; Joe Bal ash, the
Assi stant Secretary for Lands and M nerals Managenent for
Departnment of Interior; Ted Murphy, our Acting State
Director for Bureau of Land Managenent; M ke G eryic, our
attorney advisor for Departnent of Interior.

Standing up in the back right there is Steve Arthur,
awldlife biologist with Fish & Wldlife Service. FErin
Julianus, she is a biologist with the Bureau of Land
Managenment. Steve Berendzen, he's our Fish & Wldlife
Service Arctic National WIdlife Refuge Manager. Pau

Law ence, he is wwth Steven R Braun & Associ at es. He
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does a | ot of subsistence work on the North Sl ope and
across Al aska, actually.

Chad Ricklefs, he's one of our primary contractors
that is helping with devel opnent of the EIS. Al ex
Prichard, he's with ABR. He's a terrestrial biologist.
He's been very hel pful wth devel opnent of the EI'S and can
answer questions about caribou and the analysis in the
El S.

Lesli Ellis-Wuters, she's our comuni cations chi ef
for the Bureau of Land Managenent. Any Lewis is back at
the table. She's also one of our primary contractors wth
devel opnent of the EIS. Did | mss anybody?

Ch, Mary, the nost inportant person. Mary, she is
our court reporter, and she is taking down everything that
we di scuss today to make sure we get your public comments
on the record. So she will ask that you pl ease state your
nane before you speak, and she may ask a few foll ow up
questions so she can make sure the record is accurate.

We al so have our pilots sitting over on the side,
Tono and John. They got us here safely. They are going
to be sitting here for the neeting to stay warm

So I'lIl turn it over to Joe before | give ny
present ati on.

MR. JOE BALASH Wl |, good norning, Mra,

Chi ef Abraham Ms. Eunice. Thank you for hosting us here

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100
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this norning, allowng us to cone and hold this neeting
here in Venetie. | want to first acknow edge that this is
a public neeting of the BLM as part of our NEPA process.
This is not a governnent-to-governnent neeting. It's
sonet hing that we | ook forward to scheduling and hol di ng
soon.

And just a couple of things that I want to nention
here. First and forenost is that | hope, you know, that
when we were here previously to conduct scoping and the
previ ous gover nnent -t o- gover nnent neeti ngs, we heard very
| oud and clear the concern for the caribou that is so
i nportant to your entire way of life in this region.

And as such, we have spent a lot of tinme |Iooking at
all the best information we could. And with our western
scientists and know edge conbi ned with what we heard from
the communities | ast year, we were able to put together
sone information that hel ped us take a | ook at the
conditions, the stipulations that are enbedded into the
docunent .

And one thing in particular that has made a big
i npact on ne is the data that we have on where it is the
Por cupi ne cari bou herd cal ves every year. And so for -- |
t hi nk we have 37 years of data. |It's not nearly as long a
hi story as your traditional know edge has, but it is

hel pful to understand the period of tine each year that
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the herd calves. There is sone areas that it -- that the
herd is generally in.

They, of course, nove fromyear to year and
over tinme, but | think that infornmation hel ped us craft
and fashion the things that Nicole is going to present
here today. And every one of our alternatives, B through
D2, contains sone | evel of protection for the cal ving
grounds.

So that's sonething that we are paying very cl ose
attention to and | ook forward to hearing nore fromthe
communities in the public comments here, as well as in the
further witten comments that we will get |ater on.

The last thing | want to say is that this docunent is
a draft, neaning we are taking public comments because we
want to inprove it. W want to make it better. | know
that for the people here in Venetie and Arctic Village and
in the larger region here that no drilling is the outcone
that you want and believe is very nuch in your interest,
and | conpl etely understand that.

But we are trying to listen, trying to pay attenti on.
We have a job that we have to do. And so anything that
you are able to help us with to nmake it better we woul d
greatly appreciate. So | have and continue to have every
expectation that the Gach'in will stand strong and resi st

and fight this every step of the way. And I hold no
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grudge or ill wll towards anybody here. | understand
conpletely why you are doing what you are doing and still
appreci ate very nmuch the opportunity to be here and hear
your specific comrents.

So I'I'l turn it back over to N cole.

MS. NI COLE HAYES: Thank you, Joe. So
I nstead of doing the full-on presentation, we are going to
do an abbreviated version at the request of the council so
that you all nmay have nore tine to provide public coment.
But if you have questions, please ask them And then al so
we are going to be around for a while on break or
afterwards. Any one of us with a nane tag, please feel
free to cone ask us any questions that you may have about
our alternatives or what sonething neans or just nore
clarification about sonething. W are all happy to answer
your questi ons.

So I'"'mgoing to start off with how we got to the
poi nt where we are right now And it is driven by what is
call ed the NEPA process. The National Environmental
Policy Act requires that any federal agency with an
undertaki ng that could have environnental inpacts disclose
what those i npacts woul d be.

So in Decenber of 2017, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of
2017 was passed. And it required the Secretary, acting

t hrough the BLM to inplenent an oil and gas | easing
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program To do that, the BLMhad to initiate what is
called the Environnmental |npact Statenent, and that's the
draft docunment we are tal king about today.

On April 20, 2018, we issued a Notice of Intent that
we were going to develop a draft -- or an Environnental
| npact Statenment, and that really kicked off the NEPA
process.

There was a 60-day scopi ng period, and during that
peri od we conducted scoping neetings. W were in Arctic
Village and Venetie and received a | ot of comrents during
t hat period. W received over 700,000 comments. And that
went into helping us formor identify the issues that we
really needed to analyze in the Draft Environnental | npact
St at enent .

Part of the NEPA process, you have cooperating
agenci es that have specialized expertise or jurisdiction
by | aw, and sone of our cooperating agencies include the
Native Village of Venetie Tribal Governnent, Arctic
Vill age Council and Venetie Village Council, and al so the
Nort h Sl ope Borough, State of Al aska, Native Vill age of
Kakt ovi k and the Environnental Protection Agency and U. S
Fish & Wldlife Service.

They were all at the table when we had di scussi ons
regardi ng devel oping draft alternatives. They provided a

t remendous anount of input along the way. W have been
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conducting neetings to include governnent-to-gover nnent
consul tations, which as Joe had nentioned, really
contributed to what we needed to | ook at when we were
devel opi ng the alternatives.

So fromthat April kick-off period until Decenber
when the draft EI'S was published, we have been drafting
the EIS. W had a prelimnary draft which we coordi nated
wth all our cooperators and recei ved over 400 pages of
coments that we took into consideration and addressed to
further revise the docunent that we published i n Decemnber.

Now we are conducting our public neetings for the
draft docunent. W are answering questions. And nost
I nportantly, we are | ooking for input on what was put
t oget her, what can be inproved in the docunment, what needs
to be clarified and, then, of course, the alternatives,
which is the nbost inportant part, what -- what
al ternati ves nake sense or don't nake sense, what
stipulations need to be inproved. BLM has not identified
a preferred alternative yet, so we are | ooking for input
on which alternative BLM should go wth.

And we are |l ooking to have the final EI'S conpleted in
third quarter of 2019. So that's late sumer, fall tine
frane.

MR. PATRI CK HANSON: W got sone peopl e

that are leaving on this norning flight, and we want to
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give thema chance to speak. Can we do that before you
conti nue?

M5. NI COLE HAYES: Sure. They want to
speak now?

MR, PATRI CK HANSON: Yeah. |'m Patrick
Hanson. |1'mthe tribal admnistrator for the village of
Venetie and | sit on the Native Village of Venetie Tri bal
Governnment Council. And we got a plane comng in here
pretty quick because these neetings were schedul ed too
cl ose to each other, and people have got to go. W have
got our Chief Tinothy Roberts here, council nenbers,
[indiscernible] Tritt, Bobby Tritt. And we have a few
peopl e that need to speak before the plane will be here
in, like, 15 mnutes. So who is going to speak first
bef ore the neeting?

M5. TONYA GARNETT: Tonya Garnett,
T-ONY-AGARNET-T. Al right. | didn't really
prepare anything, but -- so I'"'mfromArctic Village and
Venetie. This is where our people have cone from And so
| don't know how nmany tines we have to tell you guys or
feed you guys caribou, but in that whole draft of the EIS,
it doesn't really show how we hunt and |live off the | and
and how we are going to be inpacted socially,

economcally, health-wise. And it's going to be a direct

I mpact .
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If there was devel opnent in the refuge, there is
going to be a direct inpact to our people, to our
wel | -being here in Arctic Village and Venetie, and the
draft totally | eaves that out.

| know it's nentioned -- | nmean, | know Arctic
Village and Venetie are nentioned in the draft, but there
I's nothing of substance that includes in detail how our
people wll be inpacted because of the | oss of cari bou,
because we all know that any type of disturbance di sturbs
t he cari bou, and they nove. 1've heard from people up
north that they say too nmany pl anes pushes the cari bou
away and that they have to go further now so that -- so
it's a fact that they will be disturbed.

And we are -- you guys ate cari bou yesterday. You
guys Wl |l eat caribou today. You guys have ate cari bou
all year long every tine you have come up to our
communities. So we need those to be put into that draft
ElS instead of only focusing on the people up north
because we are going to be inpacted, as well.

And people here, don't be afraid to conme up here and
speak. Cone up here and talk and tell themall about
how -- how you guys are inpacted or just cone up here and
tell them how you guys |ive, how you guys grew up, how you
guys hunt, how you guys eat all of our Native foods.

And a lot of things that we have tal ked about, a | ot
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of people say not only the caribou will be inpacted; the
birds. This is one of the biggest places where the birds,
t he ducks cone. And it's really big here in Venetie.
Peopl e cone here to hunt ducks. So that's going to be
i npacted, as well. So that's just as inportant.
Everybody's voices in here counts. Everybody
matters. And | want you to feel free to cone up here, and
don't be scared. Don't be intim dated. Just conme up here
and talk and tell themyour story. And sign up -- don't
forget also with P.J., sign up. He has a |list of people

who are speaking. And | don't know if Myra -- okay. So

that's it.
So l'll give it to Myra.
MS. MYRA THUWA: My nane's Myra Thummma.
' mborn and raised in Venetie. | also grewup in Arctic.
Part of growing up -- I"'mhere -- since this NEPA process
started, | have been really deeply involved in the

nmeeti ngs and stuff, and we have been continually telling
you guys how i nportant the caribou is to our -- to our
di et.

And | speak here on behalf of our elders and al so ny
granddaughter and the kids that's in the future. W are
doing this for them because tonmorrow a |lot of us, we don't
know i f we are going to be around or not. But this is ny

granddaughter, Holland. She really |ove eat caribou and
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noose neat, and this is what we are fighting for. And
this is our way of |life that nothing cannot change that.

And our elders worked so hard. They went through
hardship. And that's what we are trying to tell the world
of who we are. And in the EIS there is no harvest data
about Venetie or Arctic Village. There is only a | ot of
I nformati on around Kaktovi k because it's closer. The 1002
I's closer to KaktoviKk.

And our people live off the land. Qur people trap.
And this is how we survive all these years. | nean, this
is who we are. And that's why we are trying to tell you
guys that we exist. This is the |life that we know.

And it's just so sad that, you know, we are being
told what to do on our -- on our |and. And we have been
here t housands of years, and people are coming in telling
us that, you know, this is what's going to happen on your
| and.

This drilling is going to have an i npact on our
| ifestyle, on our -- for our children, our grandchil dren.
But as the Ganch'in people, we stand as one. W have one
voice, and we will not back down. And this is who we are.

And | just want to thank everybody for |istening, and
| thank you guys that you cone here. And we know that you
guys got to do your job. So you need to start telling the

whol e world of who we are, and we wll not back down.
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Thank you.

MR. PATRI CK HANSON: Anybody el se that's
| eaving on the norning flight that wanted to say
sonet hi ng? Anybody else? If you are |eaving on the
morning flight, you got a chance right now to say
sonething. All right.

Ni col e, you can conti nue.
M5. NICOLE HAYES: | don't have a ton

|l eft, so don't worry. 1'll be quick

16

So this board -- you have it in your slides, but they

are kind of small. It describes the four alternatives
t hat we have, Alternative A, Alternative B, Alternative C
and Alternative D. Alternative Ais analyzed in the EIS.
It's the no action alternative, and it's what all other
alternatives are neasured against. So it's the baseline
for the analysis of the other alternatives.

Alternative Ais really inportant because we have to
analyze it, and we analyze it against all the other
alternatives. However, because Congress has mandated that

we i nplenment an oil and gas | easing program it's not an

alternative we can select. Alternative B, C and D are the

action alternatives, and I'lIl go into nore detail on the
next slide where we have a vi sual .
As | nmentioned before, we have -- we do not have a

preferred alternative, and we are really |ooking forward
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to input on the alternatives that we have drafted. I|I'm
going to go over the summary of the stipulations and how
they differentiate, but a lot of the concerns that Tonya
menti oned and Myra nentioned we really took into

consi deration when drafting these alternatives. So we are
interested in feedback if those protections nake sense,
why they do or why they don't.

Alternative Bis this top one shown here. The areas
al ong the coast and areas along the streans are covered by
what's called a no surface occupancy. No surface
occupancy neans you can't do anything on the surface.
There is -- so if you wanted to access the subsurface
resources, it would be through sonething |ike directional
drilling. The entire coastal plain would be avail able for
| ease. The green areas would not be avail able for surface
di st ur bance.

There are two exceptions. |If there is a need for
crossing of a streamthat could potentially be an
exception, it would have to be applied for and aut hori zed.
So there would be a process to go through to apply for one
of those exceptions. So the green areas, the no surface
occupancy primarily for things like the mgratory birds,
subsi st ence access, the different species that use the
coastal areas; for a wde variety of reasons there is no

surface Ooccupancy.
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The yellow area is the prinmary cal ving habitat area
that was identified, and there is atimng limtation on
that. So during the primary calving period there would be
no construction activities. And there is a |lot of
limtations associated with that that | can go over. The
rest of the coastal plain is covered by 46 required
operating procedures that protects a wde variety of
things and have Iimtations for, |ike, aircraft use,
protection of grizzly and pol ar bear habitat areas,
hydr ol ogi cal reginmes, a wide variety of things.

All of the alternatives are covered by those 46
requi red operating procedures. And the D alternatives,
they may be a little nore restrictive, but they all have
t hose sane protective neasures that cover them

Alternative C varies fromAlternative Bin that it
has a wi der area of no surface occupancy on streans and on
t he coast that goes fromone mle to two mles. And this
area, the primary calving habitat area, is also covered by
no surface occupancy. So that neans there would be no
devel opnent on the surface to protect this primary cal ving
habitat area. There could potentially be directional
drilling. Wth current technology, it mght access about
hal f way under, but nothing could be done on the surface in
this alternative.

The yel |l ow area represents kind of the post cal ving
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habitat area, and there would be timng l[imtations for
certain construction and access activities.

Under alternatives D, again, the no surface occupancy

for the streans in the coastal areas are w der. In sone
cases they are as wide as four mles, |like on the Hul ahul a
R ver.

This purple area down on the bottom the primry
calving habitat area, would not be available for |ease in
this area. That cones to about 520,000 acres. And then
the green, all of this green area again is no surface
occupy, so nothing could be done on the surface.

This blue area in the mddle is a controlled surface
use stipulation. No central processing facility can be
constructed in this area in addition to these other
protections, and then under D2, the primary difference is
there is a sunmmer timng limtation for access,
transportation on roads and stuff during the sumer nonths
because it's recogni zed that the entire coastal plain is
Central Arctic and Porcupine caribou herd habitat.

Those -- did | mss anything, Chad? Does anyone have
any questions about the alternatives.

Yes.

MR, PATRI CK HANSON: What was the yell ow
area?

MS. NI COLE HAYES: The yell ow areas
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© o0 ~N o o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

20

represent timng limtations, so --

MR. MACARTHUR TRI TT: You sai d sonet hi ng
about diagonal drilling. Sone of those on the cal ving
ground, they say no drilling, right?

M5. NI COLE HAYES: So inthis area, it
woul d be -- you couldn't access the subsurface resources.
These woul d not be available for |ease. But under
Alternative C, this area would be avail able for | ease.
They just could not access anything on the surface. So
t hey woul d have to access subsurface if they wanted to
access the oil and gas resources. So it would have to be
directional drilling from outside of that region.

MR. MACARTHUR TRITT: That's what you are

sayi ng.

M5. NI COLE HAYES: Correct.

MR, MACARTHUR TRI TT: | think a | ot of
this, our people -- | work up there in Prudhoe Bay, you
know, pipeline all nmy life, but the point | want to get to

Is a lot of our tribe, sone of them been up there, but a

| ot of our tribe don't have no know edge about what --

what you are sayi ng about this diagonal drilling. Say
that you are right here and the oil is across the river,
right? And you drill down and you shoot over to that one,

right? That's the reason I'"'mtrying to bring that word

up.
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MS. NI COLE HAYES: Any ot her questions |
coul d answer ?

Yes.

MR, JOHN ERICK: Are there pol ar bear dens
in that area?

MS. NI COLE HAYES. Yes, there is polar
bear denning, and a | ot of these no surface occupancy
areas are in part to protect polar bear -- they are
protected for a variety of reasons, but that is one of the
protections that it would offer, any -- any activity post
| easi ng.

So what this Environnmental |npact Statenent is for is
to |l ease the area. Anything to do on the ground, so any
surface disturbing activity would require a permt and
subsequent analysis simlar to what we are doing now. And
at that tine any operator or anyone | ooking to devel op
woul d have to conply with the Mari ne Manmal Protection Act
and ensure that their inpact to polar bear are avoi ded or
mtigated or whatever is required by the U S. Fish &
Wldlife Service.

MR TIMTHUMWA: M nane is Tim Thunma.
And |I've got a lot of famliarity with what takes place in
regards to onshore and offshore drilling up there. And I
see you got a lot of plans up there. 1In case one may not

be a good opportunity to do things safely, you could
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al ways do backups. But in the process, | think finding a
backup, you are still at a high risk of endangering sone
form of species.

If you want to do directional drilling and you can't
get on site because, as John Erick said, you could have
dens or sonething over there. It may take a while. You
are not going to nove the aninals in order to do this.
Maybe you're going to do directional drilling.

How are you going to be able to control any one of
t hese plans at any given tinme safely before you disrupt
what is naturally growing or |iving, you know? You' ve got
all kinds of plant Iife. You' ve got all kinds of species
of birds and | and animals. How can any of these plans be
justified in use at the current tine it really takes
pl ace? You just back pedal and say, oh, geez, we nmde a
m stake. W already created a problem How can we fix
t hat wi t hout doing another one? | nean, how are you goi ng
to go through these here and deci de which one you' re going
to use?

M5. NI COLE HAYES: That's what we are
really | ooking for feedback on. Because the | ease

stipul ations and the required operating procedures that go

along with one of these alternatives -- and they could
still be revised. W are looking for input on that. That
wll go wth the lease itself. Wen there is a subsequent
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activity that's proposed, that woul d have to be anal yzed,
and site-specific conditions and nonitoring and

requi rements would be applied to that site-specific

pr oj ect .

MR TIMTHUMVA:  Yes. | understand site
specifics and deep concern because you can't change -- you
can't undo what's going to take place. And | understand
what you are here to do but, you know, there are so many
things that we are all subjected to. W are not going to
profit fromany of the dollars that are taking place up
there and all these investnents.

We still have Eskino people that |ive up there, and
t hen you have Gnm ch'in down here. You may even have a
road because you do have one up there in Deadhorse. And
t hen you do have hunters. You have got sone plans here.
But what's to stop the nedia, the pressure, politicians or
oil conpanies to go and hunt? How are you going to be

able to assess this after production starts taking pl ace

in any form if it does? Chances are it mght. Chances
are any of our words will never be heard. So you wite
themdown. |I'mfine with that right now

But | understand politics in general, and it's a
vicious cycle. You can't dispute that because we have
seen it in history. So ny question is, how can you really

saf eguard anyt hing? You can have six nore plans after
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this, but what's really going to hold back, you know, that
upset that's going to take? 1It's going to take place. W
know this. Man is so full of errors.

We have got trillions of dollars to spend in any
direction that we want in any lifetinme. But the damage
wll be done. How can you stop that no natter what pl an
you got? Even though our input is regarded and -- and
eventually we as peopl e have to suffer because of what
sonebody el se wants to do irregardless. You know what [|'m
sayi ng?

| don't think you got any real plans there that's
going to really work for any of us here on the land. W
can't conprom se the dangers that are going to take pl ace.
Cancer risks are high nationw de.

And as far as indi genous people go, when we |ive off
the |l and and we see a disruption in alife cycle within a
species, we will have that to attend because we have
mgration of birds. And we hunt those birds. 1It's not
just the caribou. You know what | nean? O maybe we have
a hybrid bear com ng down and nay be disrupted in the
brai n departnent because of associated chem cals used or
in the air. | don't think any of these plans are a viable
neans to say it's okay to drill. You know what |'m
saying? |It's not [indiscernible], just the questions I

have.
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MS. TONYA GARNETT: |Is this part of the
public testinony?

M5. NI COLE HAYES: Yeah, it's being
recorded. So we could go right into public testinony, or
we could take a brief break if people want to ask
questions of individuals.

MR PATRI CK HANSON: We coul d take a bri ef
br eak.

M5. NI COLE HAYES: P.J. says we're going
to take a brief break. Five-mnute break, and then we'll
start public testinony. So if people want to ask any of
us individuals questions, please feel free to cone talk to
us.

(A break was taken.)

MR, PATRI CK HANSON: All right, everybody.
We are going to get started with public coment testinony.
Don't be shy. Cone up, introduce yourself, what your name
I's, and say your comments.

MR. MACARTHUR TRITT: MacArthur Tritt,
counci | nmenber, one of the council nenber, and | live here
in Venetie. And I'moriginally fromArctic Village where
| traditionally grew up with ny grandfather, Elijah Henry
and Mary Henry, ny dad's parents. Tell you the truth, I
been brought up traditional way of |ife anong ny

grandf at her and ny grandnot her.
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And early | was talking to a couple of people about
the way | have been brought up. And back in tine when
grew up, there was no such thing as snowrachi ne, no power
tools, no chain saw. And nostly hand saws, sw ng saw and
dog team And the way -- we hunt in the winter tinme with
dog team and hunt caribou. But in the sumrertine, the
dogs we used for dog pack, for harvesting our caribou and
bring themto the canp. W didn't live in Arctic Vill age
in the fall time. W live out there where the cari bou
m gr at e.

And | was telling these people earlier that ny
grandpa, Elijah Henry, he got a whol e bunch of sticks the
size of a half-inch but tall, about three feet. And we
used to live up at Deadnman Creek above Arctic Vill age.
And there is a | ong open neadow on the left side, way big
open neadow. And we would canp right there on the bank of
Chandal ar River. And a grandson, in Indian they tell us
(speaking in GMch'in). W talk Native | anguage at the
tine. W didn't speak Engli sh.

And he told ne we are going to go -- | didn't know
what we were going to do. And he told ne he got those
sticks about this tall [indicating] and fromthe tent up

on open big neadow. (Speaking in GaMch'in) in our
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| anguage. And he told ne the tundra tussocks. He told ne

kick it, and they would fall off. They are about that big
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[indicating]. You probably know I'm tal ki ng about.
And he told nme that you get these little tundra
t ussocks, you put on the post. And fromhere to probably

| onger this whole airport, way out there, way out there,

it goes a long way to the -- and | told him how cone we
are doing this? He say caribou, they will see it and they
W ll keep their distance fromit, and they wll just keep

going right to where we are living in the tent.

And that caribou, the bull caribou, we call them
hasaii. This is pretty small. Wen | grew up, these are
small. And ny grandfather said, caribou will start com ng
in. And the caribou are right here fromthe corner of the
house, right there, comng in, because the caribou, they
see that long string of posts wth the tundra tussock on
there, and they keep their distance. And they keep their
di stance right to the tent.

That's when ny grandfather got 30, 40. 30, 40.

Shoot the caribou right there at the nouth of the tent.

We don't have to pack. R ght there we just butcher it up.
And that's the way | grew up. M way of -- traditional
way of life.

You know, | was just talking to them Nowadays our
way of life is changing lots, but we still -- |1 go 30
mles, 40 mles just to harvest cari bou now, at Bob Lake,

hal fway to Arctic. I'mstill in good shape. | can do
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t hat .

But the point | want to bring up at this neeting here
is that we strongly agai nst devel opnent of the cal ving
ground. And | was talking earlier, and they explained to
nme what a really sensitive area it is. W don't want no
di sturbance during the calving grounds. And | just want
to put nmy point of view of how | grew up traditional way,
you know. So | just want to say that.

Thank you very much for listening. Thank you.

MR, PATRI CK HANSON: Sonebody want to cone
up next? John?

MR JOHN ERICK: Hello. Welcone to our
vill age, people fromQutside. |1'mJohn Erick. |I'mfrom
Venetie. | grew up here, Fort Yukon. | think |I have been
around this land nost of ny life. Venetie, Arctic, all
t he way through on the border Iine.

" mone of the council nenbers. They asked ne to

speak up on behal f of our people, on behalf of our caribou

and ANVR. Coastline drilling, we are not for it. W are
in a tight spot now that government shutdown. | don't
know. February 15th, after that, | don't know how | ong
the president will be shutting it down.

Qur grandfather, our great grandfather told us that
hard time is comng. At that point | didn't know -- |

didn't understand what he was tal king about. W are -- we
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are in the hard tinme, hard life back then. Barely getting
by. W had to go out and get our own wildlife to feed our
famly, feed us. By hard tinme he neant was final --

The high cost of groceries, high cost of gasoline,
hi gh cost of snowmrachi ne that -- that going up and up.
asked how nmuch a snowrachi ne cost in Fairbanks. 13, 000.
Where are we going to get 13,000 to buy snownachi ne?
There is no job. People are just hangi ng on around here.
Hard life. That's what it neant, high cost of life. W
can't afford it sonetines. W have to -- we have to do
little bit at atinme, get alittle neat. W have to pass
it around to elders, single parents.

A | ot of people com ng around saying we want to
drill. And it don't sound too good for us. W are not
going to benefit out of it. | know that for sure. Back
in the pipeline days, they say we are going to benefit.
You guys going to be nunber one on the job. None of us
wor ki ng right now, nobody. Texas people have cone up and
got the job. Us poor Indians, we are just barely hangi ng
on here. And people keep com ng around, com ng around
saying, we want to do this, we want to do that.

We are going to be here last. And we are going to
provi de food for our grandchildren and our fol ks.

My grandfather, |Isaac Erick his name is. He's the

one that really taught ne how to speak Native way. He
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told ne about ANV\R. He been there. And he didn't fly up
there. He walk up there. He wal k around anong the

Eski nos and trade with them And that's when he told ne
about the place where cari bou have the young ones.

As | was growing up, | pick up words pretty fast, but
| didn't know where this English come around in ny town.
Don't know how in the heck it got there, but it's there.
That's how |'m speaking. | grew up the Native way. M
first | anguage was At habascan | ndi an | anguage.

And white nan came up to -- excuse ne, but they cane
up to ne and asked ne questions. | was just standing
there |like a stunp, don't know what he say. To this day I
never knew -- | never knew what he said.

We live on this country and we are going to be |iving
here the rest of the life, our life. W are going to
start -- we are going to be feeding our people caribou,
noose and birds, geese that |lay eggs up there. Cone from
where the ducks have rest to go up north.

Back when | was about five, six, seven years old, you
can even hear people talking, so nmuch noise with geese
there. Now |l go there, | got tears in ny eyes. Barely
see geese. W are losing. W are |osing ducks, caribou,
and |l ess and |l ess. Moose is getting less. Fish is pretty
scary.

And wi Il you please take this word back to wherever
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you guys are cone from explain to themthat we are -- we
don't want no drilling. W want it left the way we are
yet for next 100 years.

As a reservation people we got -- like | said a few
m nutes ago, we are not going to benefit out of it.
Listen to the people that want to drill even though they
are still going to do it.

Back when ny grandfather told ne, ny grandnother,
don't let the people wal k over you. So that's why |I'm
here. |1'm standing on ny two foot speaking on behal f of
nmy people. | went down to Washington, D.C. and | tal ked
to the people down there, too, and | speak in ny | anguage
then. But | had it translated over to English. So
(speaking in GmMch'in).

| say we are having a hard tine. W are going to see
nore hard tinme. The people that cone around that ask
questions, they give us piece of paper, and | see bl ack
line that | don't understand. But if it cones to ny | and
and ny cari bou, ny noose and geese, |'|l| speak behal f of
it.

Thank you very much.

MR, PATRI CK HANSON: Anyone want to go
next ?
MR. BENJAM N PETER M/ nane is Benjamn

Peter. | have been around for 64 years now. And I |ive
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off the land. | just want to say one thing about this.

Qur peopl e have been living here for many years, depend on
t he cari bou. And even they are starving they won't go

t here because they know they are havi ng young ones there.
And now you guys want to go drill there and disturb it.
And a | ot of people depending oil and cari bou and all

t hat .

That's what | wanted to say. Thank you.

MR, PATRI CK HANSON: Sonebody want to go
next? Tin®

MR TIMTHUMVA: Ckay. M nane is Tim
Thunmma, and you know, nobst of us been raised by our elders
one way or the other and just encouraged with great ideas,
self-sufficiency and/or providing for not only our famly,
but other famlies. | think one of the biggest |essons
t hat each one of us have learned is that when an el der
spoke to you, you had to listen. The elder also taught
you the nmeans to wal k, how to walk, how to |isten and how
to just have respect.

So we are taught that the | and provides, and in that,
wher ever you go, they can take care of the land. This is
what we -- this is before you even go out to hunt, before
you go out, just to be respectful of the land. And it
didn't invol ve any noney.

So | don't see where the noney is going to even help
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us. And we in fact, are not even encouraged by the

t hought of receiving any kind of noney. That's not our
goal here. | think our goal is just to help you guys
identify who we are as a peopl e.

Here i s another thought that | was kicking around
over here. |If these elders that you see on any of these
portraits were here and the nunbers that -- | was raised
by great men. They are not here. And |I'msorry to say
t hat because there are just so great. They would be
appal l ed at what's taking place. And you would hear great
anger. You would hear kindness, and if you went to their
honme, you would be wel cone. But on the subject of
traditional issues, it would be intol erable, you know.
This neeting wouldn't even have taken pl ace.

Now we have a new generation of people here that have
been subjected to neans of npbney and the ideas of
sonet hi ng greater down the road but we knowit's
short-lived, you know. Money is not the neans to our
happiness. It's a lifestyle here that you woul d have to
try to learn to adjust and naybe walk the trails that we
do or breathe the air that we do or, in fact, regret the
fact that you see a big damm plane flying in the air with
contrails. That's not just one. That's many of them

And now we have -- we have this need to devel op. And

many times we try to wonder why are we going to devel op
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that oil because the price that we pay for it, nine bucks
a gallon for gasoline, we have to be successful to go get
meat. And we are not assured of that, you know But we

don't have noney to pay that. W don't see the benefits.

Dog teans -- there is no fish really in the river for
us to sponsor a dog team It just doesn't work. It's
just too much effort. W have got people here that still

fight wwth a dog teamto nake it work in the winter. And
t he anount of fish required -- and we don't know what's
happeni ng. W have heard excuses that it's just ravagi ng
nets, these big trawl ers and they are scoopi ng up
everything. And then on the flip side we see probl ens
W th our nobose. W do see sone problemw th cari bou and
whi ch one associ at ed what happeni ng.

And |i ke Mac said and John Erick said, the hard tines
were comng. These were predicted by our elders. Al of

t hese guys that you see in these pictures carry the wei ght

that we feel today. |It's not a justifiable happening
that's going to take place. [|I'msorry.
| didn't nean to target you at all in plan A, B, C or

D, but I"'mjust trying to find out a bal ance to where how
the GMch'in live with devel opnent of oil when there is
really no profit or gains for a lifestyle that really
lives it, you know. W have special interests here and

you are all welcone here to share and understand who we

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

W are trying to encourage or discourage the fact
that oil is not going to serve a purpose, you know, for
animal s and the inhabitants of the |land that are closely
related to this drilling. And it's a shane that we have
politicians far and w de. W probably have, as a nati on,
outside interests other than the United States that want
to see this devel oped. WMaybe it's England. | really
don't know. But no one lives |like we do.

You can't challenge us that we have been here for
1,000 years. You don't dare do that. That's not in
question. Wiat's in question is that we have been here
| ong enough, and then how | ong are we going to be here.

That is the truth. How long are we going to be here? W

35

can't afford what you guys in the city have. You make big

sal aries. You' ve got retirenent pensions. You are
saf eguar ded.

W are only safeguarded by what we can feed our

famlies from But if it's ruined in any way, if there is

a disease, if there is sonething inside the marrow, if the

hair is slipping off or the animal is not fat, you know,

we ki nd of question can we even eat the head, you know.

So |l think -- | think, you know, if | don't speak
now -- and | know this may just shoot off like a wild
branch, a wild branch, nothing good, at |east | had an
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opportunity to say sonmething, and | hope it carries sone
ki nd of wei ght.

"Il tell you what: The tinmes that we hear cari bou
comng fromBig Rock up the east fork, there is a few of
us have the neans to go up there and sustain oursel ves and
hope that maybe we can shoot sone caribou neat. So we go
on up there and we sit on that bench on the left. Mac
knows what |'mtal ki ng about. Mst of us, we know that.

W will sit there and wait for days for caribou to
cone through. And if we do see it, we'll be able to pick
what we want. W don't waste that neat. But we know in
our heart we're happy at that tine. W do shoot neat.
There is sone there that do a dance. That's the joy that
we have in our heart.

So we cone back and maybe we took five; maybe we took
seven; but whatever anount of caribou, we feed other
people, and it's -- no one is getting sick. There is
nothing at this current tinme that's proven ot herw se.
That's not to say it's not going to happen. W can't
afford anything at the store, and nost people here are
nmeat eaters. |It's not |like we are so used to diverse
vegetables and fruits and stuff |ike that.

When you hear ny wife speak or the people fromArctic
Village speak, caribou is a way of life. There is not

t hat much nobose. You know there is a lot of grizzly bear.
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Try eating a grizzly bear. |It's not that great. So what
do we have? W have cari bou

And that is the big focus of this drilling programis
how it's going to disturb it and the babies thereafter,
you know. You've got an ecosystemthat is so finely
bal anced and in tune with itself, and you throw it into a
spin. How can it recover? It can't recover. You can
spend hundreds of mllions of dollars to clean up your
nmess, but you don't know just in that concentrated area
what's the downfall thereafter. Man nakes m stakes. Mn
makes a |l ot of m stakes, and it's horrible.

And who is going to pay for it? CQur kids? OQur
grandki ds? They are going to be subjected to a treatnent
there that was indirect and so far away. But it happens
today, and it's going to happen if this gets all owed, you
know.

|'"'mnot trying strike a hard core. I'mnot trying to
ease your mnd. I'mjust trying to tell you a story of
who we are. And the kids. M w fe brought up our
grandkid. Love her to death. Can you envision her having
cancer because of sonething up there on the north end that
sone politician said with this noney that we have enough
studies right now to prove that we can saf eguard the
ecosystem and your way of life. | don't think so. They

can't. It can't be a reality.
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You know, you guys have got your kids stationed in
Anchorage and Fai rbanks and out of state, and you have
patrol officers and you've got mlitary. W really don't
have an i medi ate neans for safeguardi ng oursel ves except
for our voice and our own concern. So if there is
sonet hi ng that neans anything to anybody, it is what we
are, who we are because of what we eat. W are strong.
We ar e happy.

W are able to take that fall tinme caribou skin and
make a sl eeping mat, far better than what you can find at
sone outfitter store because it's warm It's hollow hair.
O we can sew it and caribou |l eg skin boots. There's so
nmuch to a caribou that it's just awesone. But why take a
chance of ruining that? Wy? How can you say you have
got these protocols that can work? Drilling nachines and
the contractors are going to do everything that's set in
stone. You will have road construction crews. You wl|
have flare tips burning off gases.

You know, it's not just spills. [It's the whole
by-product of drilling. 1It's a big process. The animals
are directly related to it, and so are we.

So | don't know, wthout repeating nyself, so many

times -- hopefully I haven't done it yet. M head is kind
of swnmmng trying to project what | want to say, but I
know what | see and | know what | feel. Wen these elders
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say there is going to be hard tines down the road, we were
trying to nuster up an idea of [indiscernible] what they
wer e tal ki ng about .

| think we see it. | think we see it today. You
know, we get by. Take a | ook around Venetie. Just walk
around. You woul d be welcone to stop at anybody's house.
We don't have the best of anything, but we have a good
heart. And we have got a healthy lifestyle. That in
itself nmoves us forward. W can help each other out. But
you can't do that if an animal, just one aninmal, one
ani mal species that is directly affected.

Don't you guys understand? | nean, really, don't you
understand that the noney is not the neans to good end?
It's not. You can't safeguard sonething that's toxic.

Got to be sonmething else with it.

You know, it's a hand-in-hand affair with oil. You
can't eat it. You know, you can't add it to any soup, you
know. Then it flares off and fallout conmes down on the
ecosystem and the caribou eat that. WlIlIl, we eat the
caribou. It's amazing. |It's anmazing what, as the general
public and a nation what we are able to lie to about. W
can't live this way. None of us can live this way.

Try living with us for six nonths, see what we are
tal king about. If you think you can endure six nonths

wWth us, I"'mcertain you' re going to see how we feel, how
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we |live, and the real integrity of the GMch'in Nation.

So with this, | will shut down. | wll close this.
But | kind of inplore you guys to just strongly consider
of not drilling. [It's not needed.

Thank you.

MR. PATRI CK HANSON: Thank you, Tim
Somebody want to go next? Bobby.
MR. BOBBY TRITT: M nane is Bobby Tritt.
l'ma council nenber, Venetie Village Council. | hear a
| ot of good words comi ng fromour people there in Arctic
Village. And it's true. The calving ground is the only
pl ace where those young ones survive. They've got this
little plant grow ng up there. For about two weeks they
eat on that plant to keep up with their nom The nomis
al ways on survival. WIf is chasing it. Bears are
chasing it. And we cone along and we grab our share, you
know. And it's really inportant that they don't drill up
t here.
| read a book there one tine about calves, and it's
the only place where those plants grow and they eat that
for two weeks to keep up with their nom And if they
don't, they fall to wolves, bears.
Maybe out of the whole Venetie area, maybe about five
people, that's all | know that work up north. M brother

is retired fromunion, but he earned it. He wor ked al
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his life. But nmany tinmes | turned down North Sl ope job
nysel f, four or five tines. To ne, oil is not really

i nportant, but we all do need oil. But animals need to
survive, too. Caribou, they need to survive.

And for the 20 years or so | have been readi ng about
1002, Arctic National WIldlife coastal plain, about 20
years, and fromthe tine | start reading about it to now,
It sounds like there is only, like, six nonths' worth of
oil. That's it. After that, this whole country will burn
it up in six nonths. And we are also going to go after
t hat .

So |I'mjust happy you guys are all here and we are
tal king about it. Al of ny people's future, especially
t he young ones, in our hands right now wth the cari bou.
So it's really inportant that we protect this caribou, you
know. So anyway, | got a |lot nore to say, but maybe some
day before the final EI'S cone out.

Thank you very nuch

MR. PATRI CK HANSON: Anybody? Does
sonebody want to go next? Nowis the tinme to speak.
Denni s.

MR. DENNIS ERI CK: Wl cone, visitors. My
nane is Dennis Erick. I1'ma former chief. And ny dad is
John Erick, Sr. And ny nomis Maggi e Roberts. Maiden

nane is Roberts. That's ny grandfather, O d Man Roberts.
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Hs real nane is Jimy Roberts, but they call himdd Mn
Roberts.

And that's all ny grandpa there, Jimy Roberts. They
are all sharing. They are all sharing caribou, caribou
meat that they got. And they are so happy. They are
sharing with other people. They even share with people
that they don't know because of cari bou neat.

And I"moriginally fromhere, but | grew up in the
surroundi ng villages, Fort Yukon, Arctic, and other
soundi ng vil | ages.

| really oppose cari bou because we need t he noney.
Peopl e do need noney. People do need jobs, but still, a
job is not being created for us. A lot of our people are
not know edgeable. W live the Guch'in way of |ife.
Also ne, I'mliving the Gamch'in way of life. | survive
off the caribou. |If | had no food in ny freezer, what am
| going to do? There is no grocery store. There is no
big grocery store that we can buy food from W have to
get food from Fairbanks.

And our econony is going up. Qur food is being
destroyed. To ne it's going to be destroyed. It will be
destroyed. But still we are survivors. W all are. W
are Al askan people. W survive nany, many years. Nobody
told us what to do. W already know how to do it. But

t he technol ogy that nowadays they got, we can't keep up
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wthit. It's hard for our mnds to live in two worl ds.

And ny world is Gumch'in and cari bou and noose,
ducks, geese. And | asked ny grandnother at one tine, |
asked them -- ny grandnma, where did all the caribou cane
from And she told ne, grandson, the caribou cane from
where we want it to cone from And that's where you guys
are trying to go.

And nowadays the technol ogy that you guys got, you
know, you guys are just destroying -- destroying the |and.
We got North Slope. North Slope, they said they were
going to give us jobs, |like what |ike Mac said; only very
few of us get it.

And I'mreally happy for the speech that the el ders
made and the people and the | eaders to oppose this as far
as we can go. That's our only baroneter. That's the only
thing we got in our mnds is to protect what we got. You
guys are not here to protect what we got. Maybe
envi ronnental, you know, they probably protect a little
bit, but they can be override. They are not trying as

hard as they coul d.

W have to stick together to do this. W can't -- we
can't fall apart. |If we fall apart, then we don't care.
Money is -- it cones and goes. Right now | got no noney.

| can't go around to the store and buy soda because |

ain't got no noney. Wat can | do? Wat can other people
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do? How are we going to do this?

The president signed a bill already, but what are we
going to get out of it? A table with no food? Are we
going to dissolve it? Are we going to forget about it?
No, we can't.

We have to keep fighting. W appreciate all you
peopl e com ng here and telling us this and that, and I
know it's for you guys all good, the way the npbney is put
i nto your pockets, you know, but the noney is not com ng
into nmy pocket. Wiy deal with those kind of stuff, you

know? But ny belly is full because | just ate sone

caribou neat. |'m happy. |'m healthy.
The calving grounds is -- that's for little ones to
grow up. Just like these little children running around,

that's their food. That's going to be their food.

It's pretty hard to speak, especially when you are --
when you are here fromthe Bush, especially you are out
there in the woods. You got your own mnd out there in
t he woods. You got your clear m nd how to survive. And
there i s nobody disturbing you. Wen |I'mout hunting, if
sonebody disturbs ne, | won't be able to hunt that good.
And | wouldn't be able to provide for ny famly and ot her
fam lies and other vill ages which we support.

Qur relatives that are staying in Fairbanks, our

rel ati ves stayi ng wherever they are at, they pray for ne
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because we are neat eaters. W are not -- no working

[ ndi scerni ble] technol ogy, but we are still living in the
third world. And nowadays technol ogy that's com ng up, we
don't even know not hing about it. Like people got their
Facebook, they got their iPad, they got enmail, they got
Facebook, all that. Even on the other side of the world

t hey know what's goi ng on around here. You know, they
never did before, so we never got disturbed. And now we
are bei ng di sturbed because of our food.

And 1'd |ike to see ny people speak up nore in this
paper they sent us or showing to us. A lot of -- a |ot of
stuff are witten in little words where we don't even see
the words. We don't even know what the words nean because

they are so small.

But I'mstill fighting. W wll still be fighting.
Maybe one of these days I'll be a chief again and I'11
still be fighting. 1'll still be representing ny people.
I"mnot afraid to speak out. A little nervous at first
but, you know, once | start getting into it, it's just

| i ke playing a gane here for me. Are we playing ganes or
are we talking lies or --

But if it ever happens, which | feel inny mndit's
goi ng to happen one way or another -- but what are we
going to get out of it? Wat are we going to get out of

it? Anybody got the answer for that? Wat does the
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GM ch'in people going to get out of it? Because they are
taking food off our table and our kids' table and their
ki ds and so on and so on.

You guys would be comng like -- like the stars. You
know, the stars in the sky, that's how nuch people is in
this world. But the stars are still nore. And you people
fromthe Departnment of Interior and the BLM and the State
Secretary, you know, what are they going to do for nme?
That's the way | look at it. Thank you.

MR, PATRI CK HANSON: Thank you, Dennis.
Does sonebody want to go next? | know you youth got
sonething to say, too. Now is your chance.

MR, KYLE ALEXANDER: Hel | o. ' m Kyl e
Al exander. And I'mgoing to talk about the -- speak on
behal f of the kids here in Venetie and Arctic Vill age.
And we eat the caribou. W use the caribou. W use that
as a drumand the antlers, make bead work. And the skin,
we can make bed out of that.

And that's all 1've got to say.

MR. PATRI CK HANSON: Thank you, Kyl e.
Anybody want to go next? Eddi e.
MR, EDWARD FRANK: Hel | o. My name is

Edward Frank. | don't know how to start, but what | want
to say is that I'mreally, really, really disappointed in
what's going on, but | know things are going to nove
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forward even, so it's -- to ne, to hurt the caribou is --
Is not a good thing. And |I know that's going to happen.
| know it. The caribou -- the caribou, | like to say, it
belong to us, but at |east we share it with everybody.

And the thing that | really wanted to say was that we
have future generations comng. Future generations
com ng, what are we going to |leave then? | nmean, we go to
ANVR, we take all the oil out of it, and then what? |
mean, are we going to | eave nothing for our future
generations? That's -- | think that's a bad thing.
That's just ny thoughts, | guess.

But like |I said, ny people, we -- we depend on it.
And you look at all the waterfow and the aninals that
live up in the coastal plain, the inpact on themis going

to be bad, | think.

But | just wanted to say, you know, | -- | worry
about our future generations, and that's -- not only our
generation, but your generation. |It's going to -- it's

sonet hi ng going to happen, not going to be good.
Thank you.
MR, PATRI CK HANSON: Thank you, Eddie.
Wul d sonebody el se like to cone up, share your thoughts
and concerns? Gary? You know, you got sonething to say
and you don't want to cone up here, on break you can cone

over and just talk to them one on one, and they'll record
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it. But | do encourage you to cone up and say sonet hi ng.

MS. KIMBERLY HUNT: Is it for citizens and
tribal nmenbers only?

MR, PATRICK HANSON: It's for anybody that
has a thought on drilling.

MR PATRI CK HANSON: Qur traditional
chi ef, Abraham Henry.

CH EF ABRAHAM HENRY: M nane i s Abraham
Henry. 1'm 83 years old. What | worry about, you know,
the kids going forward. Venetie, good village to live
here in Venetie. You see on the wall the pictures of ny
grandfather, nmy uncle right here. They work together.
renmenber they worked together. They worked together.
They got sheep. They got cari bou. They got good sheep.
The council, thank you very much. You are doing a good
job. [indiscernible] good |life, no alcohol. Thank you
very much. This is the | and we have got.

You know, our children finish their education.
Education i s nunber one today. You got to finish your
hi gh school and go to coll ege because ne [indi scerni bl e],
World War Il was going on, no school, just no airplane,
nothing. W traveled [indiscernible] all sumer we never
go to -- [indiscernible] after the war, | renenber when
was a kid.

Today, education. You kids finish your school,
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pl ease. High school, finish it and go to coll ege.
[ ndi scerni ble] no school, no teacher, nothing, nothing.
The call frommlitary, a tough tine, you know. Lucky I
[indiscernible]. Now today you got a good school up
there. Over there is a good school. [It's got everything.
The cari bou, they come down a coupl e days ago. One
cari bou wal k out there. He go through. Don't shoot, I
told them That's a |leader. He go by.

' mglad you guys cone here. Appreciate to see you.

l"ve lived in Venetie all ny life. 1 lived in Chal kyitsik
for five years. N ce country up there. | got a house up
there. [indiscernible] | like ny people there in Venetie,

you know. Thank you very nuch, village council.
Everybody, thank you. [Indiscernible] Thank you very
much. That's all 1'm going to say.
MR, PATRI CK HANSON: Thank you, Abraham
It's after 12:00. Let's take a break, and we w ||
continue testinony after we get sonething to eat. |Is that
okay wth everybody? W wll have a 20-m nute break.
(M. MacArthur Tritt bl esses the food.)
(A break was taken.)
MR, PATRI CK HANSON: All right, everybody.
M5. M RANDA TODOROV: Hell o, everybody.
My name is Mranda Todorov. And that is T-ODOROV. |

am enrol |l ed nenber of the Native Village of Venetie Tri bal
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Governnent. | was raised in Venetie, but a big chunk of

ny life was spent in the city. But | was raised with ny

great grandnot her and ny grandnother. | have | ot of
traditional values that are still within ne.
You know, | have this nenory of when | was younger.

| was probably about six, maybe seven years old, and we
were getting ready for a big gathering. And | didn't know
why we were having the gathering, but it was big because |
had cousins conming from Ga ch'inyaa, which is Fort Yukon,
and | had sone famly conme in fromArctic Village and as
far as Chal kyi tsi k.

And ny grandma was telling ne what had happened when
the pipeline first went up. And she had told ne stories
that -- it did scare ne. She said that it was very
difficult to go hunting that first fall. And she was
telling ne about ny uncles, how they had struggled to
provide for the famly. And at the end she said, thank
God they never drilled in ANNR  Thank God they left that
| and unt ouched because that's where they have their
babi es. That's where they get strong enough to, you know,
get bigger and to cross the river and then to sonewhere
down the line feed us.

You know, | -- like | said before, | spent a | ot of
years, 26 years, out of this village, and | |learned a | ot.

| canme back in Septenber of '18. And right now | have --
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| have four children that live with me. They are not ny
bi ol ogical children, but | do care for them And cari bou
and noose neat and fish, that's how | feed ny babies.

And | read that EIS, and it nmakes ne sick. |[I'll be
honest with you. It nakes ne sick, particularly the part
where they tal k about Katie John's law. This is how we
live. This is our lives. And it terrifies ne, you know,
to think that in the years to cone, this is going to -- it
may happen, and there is no reversing. There is no rew nd
in this world.

| know why you guys want to do it, because it's
noney. Money nakes the world go around. Well, you know
what ? Qur peopl e have gone without noney for a long tine
and will continue to go to pull forward.

|'"d rather live this |ife for 100 years than to have
all the riches in the world because we are -- we are

richer in many ways, you know.

Whien | got back -- or before I left Anchorage, | got
a full blood panel. | got ny weight checked. | was a
type | diabetic on netformn, 500 mlligrams of netformn,

very hi gh dosage of antidepressants, bl ood pressure
medi cations. And | was -- yeah, |I'mbrave to say this.
was a whoppi ng 350 pounds.

| just had ny bl ood checked not too | ong ago and went

over it with the PA here at the hospital, and I'mdown to
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312 pounds. That's a lot of weight to lose in the

wntertinmne. | no longer need netformn. | amway far --
|'"'mfarthest fromthe prediabetic line. | don't take
anti depressants anynore. | don't take bl ood pressure

medi cati on anynore. M/ life here in the past five nonths
has changed drastically than the 26 years | had been

living in the city.

| hope that this sumer | get to go hunting so | can
feed ny kids. | look forward to fishing. And the thought
keeps com ng into play, when you guys start drilling,

what's going to happen to us because you guys don't live
here. | mean that with all the respect, but you don't
live here. You don't know what it's like for us here.
hope that you guys take that into consideration.

| know that our country is in need of noney, but it's
going to run out at sone point, and then what are you
going to do then? Al our land is going to be destroyed.
Qur ecosystemis going to be nessed up.

But | thank you for comng and |listening to us.
That's all 1've got.

MR, AVERY PETER M nane is Avery Peter.

| speak for ny people. |I'mproud to be a GaMch'in. God
gave ne the Native way of life. | eat ny -- | eat ny
first caribou. | love it. Please don't drill on the

cal vi ng grounds.
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MR. PATRI CK HANSON: Thank you for reading
that. Sonebody el se want to cone up? Carson.

MR. CARSON CLEVELAND: Hello. M nane is
Carson, and our grandparents chose Arctic Village and
Venetie to nake our village our hones because of our
cari bou, npose and fish that nake -- that are plentiful
here. Qur people depend on caribou to feed oursel ves.

Nobody el se knows what will happen in the future for

our children and grandchildren. [|If the governnent opens
t he 1002 area to gas and oil devel opnent, that is going to
bring the birth grounds to our caribou -- our whole way of
life mght change. So we need to protect and keep our
birthing -- the birth grounds sacred. Qur way of life
depends on it. Thank you.

MR, PATRI CK HANSON: Sonebody want to cone
up next? Laticia.

MS. LATICI A VH TWELL.: My nane is Laticia
VWiitwell. And we depend on the caribou neat |ike our
ancestors. Please do not do any drilling because it is
our food and our way of life. |If you choose to drill, it
wll destroy the line. Watever our future is, what wll
happen to us? Please don't drill and scare caribou off,
or they won't cone back for a very long tine.

Thank you.
MS. BLISS SIMPLE: M nane is Bliss
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Sinple. | like the animals here. | don't like it when
they drill and when they kind of hurt the aninals, and I
don't like themto drill.

MR, PATRI CK HANSON:  Thank you.

MR GARY SI MPLE, JR.: Hi . My name is
Gary Sinple, Jr. I'mfrom Venetie, lived here all ny
life. And | think ny daughter said sonething pretty good,
t oo, because peopl e keep com ng back to protect the
cari bou, protect the caribou, but there is a |lot nore

ani mal s than just caribou up there, a whole lot nore

ani mal s.

And when | left here and went to school in Healy when
| was a teenager, | knew that one day they are probably
going to drill. | knewit. So did everyone el se except

for people that lived around here that [indiscernible],
and | understand that. But if they do drill, | just ask
to add sonething else to these regul ations that these
drilling conpani es have up there. Add sonething to it.
Add sonething for the caribou. Add sonething for the
endangered animal wildlife up there. Just add sonething
el se, as well.

Thank you.

MR, PATRI CK HANSON: Anyone want to go

next ?

MS. NINA JOHN. H. M nane is N na John,
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and |'mfromArctic Village. | have four kids that | ove
caribou. W eat it every day when |I'mhone. And all ny
kids call it candy when they bring it in. They are like,
nmmm candy. And ny ol dest son, he's 12. Two years ago he
was ten, and he shot his first caribou. And it was the

bi ggest day of his life. He was so happy.

And if you guys drill, other kids won't have the tine
to experience that like he did. And it would be really
heart br eaki ng.

And we all look forward to canping every fall up
there. And when we wake up in the nornings, there is
cari bou right there, 20, 100 feet away fromus. And al
t he kids, everybody in the canp are so happy when they see
It because it's so beautiful to see. And |'mpretty sure
you guys never experienced that.

W don't want to change none of this. None of us do.

W all |ove our | and and our cari bou, our animals, our
bi rds. W |love -- we love it. It's our |ife. It's our
way of life. W all |ove our |and, our caribou,

everything. W as a people speak and stand as one. W
want you to understand that.

MR, PATRI CK HANSON: Thank you, Ni na.
Anybody el se want to go?

MS. CHERI SE TACKETT- MOORE: Hi . I m

Cheri se Tackett-NMbore. " mfrom Veneti e. And 1'd like to
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tal k about our caribou. And I |ike eating caribou. And
I f they put the oil up, then we won't have no neat to
support our famlies and stuff.

And that's where the cari bou has their babies, where
we have to sonething to eat. And if they put the oil up,
then there won't be nothing to eat. Al the aninmals w |

probably go different directions. They mght die from

eating the oil, all the aninals. And | think the oil
drilling would be a bad i dea.
That's all |'ve got to say.

MR, PATRI CK HANSON: Thank you, Cheri se.
Anyone el se that wants to cone up and say sonethi ng?
There is a sign-in sheet right back there on the table if
you haven't signed in yet. She's waving her hand back
t here.

MR, HAROLD ERICK: M nane is Harold
Erick. | live here in the village. And drilling for oi
on the coast would really hurt our caribou. And it wll
really hurt our caribou because ny grandna told ne way
back when | was staying with her. She said that if you
hurt the caribou where it mgrates, it will never go back
to that place again if you bother that birthing place.
And | listened to her, and | asked her why. And she said,
because they are the calving grounds. They shy away from

peopl e, and they wouldn't cone back to that place.
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Cari bou is nost everybody's table -- it goes on
everybody's table. And we live with -- we live on that
nmeat, caribou, noose. And all that other animls we
trap -- links, wolf, wolverine -- they all go in that sane
pl ace, especially birds. Qur geese fly over and they stay
up there in the calving grounds. That's where they breed
and have little ones. And | don't want anybody there.

Thank you.

MR, PATRI CK HANSON: Thank you. Anybody
el se want to conme up?

MR DENNIS ERICK: | can speak nore. M
nane is Dennis Erick. | was going to tal k about the
cari bou and how the little ones are born up there. You
know, I'"'m-- up there in the coastal plains, they -- they
are there. They go up there and they have a route from
Canada, all the way from Canada and all the way to the
coastal plains through our area, the Porcupine caribou
her d.

And al ong the way, you guys know and everybody knows
that there is predators out there. There is wolves,
bears, like ny brother said, you know. There is a |ot of
predators out there that feed on that sane thing that we
are feeding on.

And what would happen if -- if those predators have

no -- nothing to eat, there is no caribou? Wich way are
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they going to turn, too, you know, the aninmals up there,
the predators? Wuld they turn to people? Wuld they
start eating us? |If they are hungry, if they are
predators, they will attack.

And right now as we |live around here, we trap, we see
wol ves, we see predators out there, but they don't bother
us because they are feeding on the caribou out there.

They got their own neal. They got their own tabl e out
there. And | was just wondering what's going to happen,
you know, because the way | look at it, the first drilling
they did was up in North Sl ope.

And now t hey have gl obal warm ng. W never had
gl obal warm ng before in our life. W didn't even know
t hose kind of stuff existed. And even the polar bears are
going inland, and we all see it. You know, what are we
goi ng to do about predators if -- if this do happen
because the predators, they feed on the ganme that's out
there. If it's not plentiful, they'Il probably turn the
other way. And that's ny concern.

And you know, the only way we could control predators
isif we trap them snare them You know, predator
control. | nean, we don't have those kind of stuff.

W do trap them though, and we do use the nobney to
feed our famlies, to buy stuff at the store.

You know, there is not very nuch trappers left. Furs
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are going down, and gas is going up. Back in the day when
the North Slope start, they told us, hey, we are going to
have free gas, free oil. Were is it now, you know?

Thank you.

MR, PATRI CK HANSON: Thank you, Denni s.
Anybody el se want to say sonet hi ng?

MS. KIMBERLY HUNT: M nane is Kinmberly
Hunt, and I'ma high school teacher in Venetie. This is
my fourth winter in Alaska and ny first in Venetie. So
I'm by no neans a Native, but | feel conpelled to cone up
and say just a little bit.

My first winter | taught in Barrow, and they showed
me a cliff |ooking out over the Beaufort Sea, and they
said, we used to be able to park four pickup trucks end to
end to end and it would slope gradually into the sea. And
four years ago, there was room for two.

Before | cane up, | was in touch with the Chief M ke
WIllians down in the Yup'ik area, and there were pictures
of himin various newspapers | ooking at a village that had
eroded into the sea and would need to be rebuilt. There
i s anot her village called Shishmaref off of the coast of
the Bering Strait in the Bering Strait School District.

It will need to be rebuilt because of the erosion and the
ri sing tenperatures.

Anot her anecdote | have to share is there was a herd
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of seals that didn't have any ice and cane aground j ust
west of Barrow. | forget the nane of the town. And so
t hey had 1, 000 seal s | ooking for ice.

So the planet is warmng. Qur climtes are changi ng.
The herds are noving. And it all affects us. | think
that's one reason that we should | eave the ANVR and t he
surroundi ng areas untouched and pri stine.

Al so, south of the ANVWR and south of where we are,
there's an area called the Peel watershed. And it's
supposed to be ground zero for clinate change because the
origins of so many species and life -- nenbers of the
chains of life and nenbers of the food chain can be found
there. And if that is danmaged in any way, it's
irreplaceable. It won't cone back.

So | can vouch for what Mranda is sayi ng and what
Timsaid before them There are no second chances. |If we
damage these -- danmge these resources or scare the
caribou or affect their food chain, it's going to be a
|l ong, long tine before they conme back. And it's going to
affect these peopl e.

Of of the scientific and onto the personal, |I'ma
Nati ve of the Great Lakes area. M great grandfather grew
up in the Chicago area. My father was raised in the
Detroit area, and | was born west of Ceveland. And | am

proud to say that ny favorite noise in the entire world is
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listening to the wwnd in a raven's wings as it flies over.
And | think that all of you should be lucky -- all of you

who are visiting should be | ucky enough to hear that. And

| think what that will require is leaving this area
pri stine.
As far as the people go, |I've watched people -- [|'ve

wat ched children return to the village for vari ous reasons
fromthe different schools, and |I've watched them start
flourishing over the past year as they reconnect with

their heritage and their stories and their history and

their wildlife. 1It's priceless to watch these kids
flourish.

| ' ve heard one guy say, |'ma B student. And I
expl ained to sonebody else -- to sonebody el se sonet hi ng
in decimals. He said, that's all there is to it? | nean,

t hey cone here because they can connect with people. They
can be honored. They can be heard. And they can grow.
And | hate to see that taken away.

An anecdote just to add sone color, sone of the
tables, if you walked in here two or three nonths ago, you
woul d have seen a huge, huge ani mal head and a cari bou
that's probably as big as a small car being harvested and
peopl e comng in and bringing their own containers and
their own bags and bei ng fed.

And peopl e sawed into the caribou wth what nust have
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been a 50-year-old saw and honoring their ways and
honoring their traditions and not braggi ng about it.

| wal ked in and I don't know who shot the caribou
because they don't brag. | wal ked around the school, and
| see take only what you need. Honor our way of life.

And what you m ght be experiencing here today is
hospitality. People welconed you. They honored you.

They told you about their way very pleasantly and very
politely, but that doesn't make it any |l ess inperative or
any less valuable. W really need to | eave this area

unt ouched and pri stine.

One of ny favorite things to tell ny students is that
the people in the Lower 48 just mght be finally catching
up with them The people here have practiced direct
representati on and hearing each other and being in touch
with the | and and part of the life cycle for 500, if not a
1,000 years. And | think that people in the Lower 48 are
finally catching up with that, with technol ogy and with
the new representatives that we have sent to governnent.
They are finally coming full circle, and | hope that these
students and this people will becone the | eaders and t hat
this land will be protected so that we can show peopl e
what our nation really could be.

Thank you.

MR. PATRI CK HANSON: Thank you. Sonebody
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el se wants to cone up? Eddie.

MR, STEVE WACKOABKI :  What's the nane of
t he wat er shed?

MS. KI MBERLY HUNT: Peel , P-E-E-L. It's
down near -- it's down in the Whitehorse -- there is like
a triangle area near Wiitehorse. And now the town escapes
me. Thank God |I'm not on tape down. Near the Witehorse
area. Check the Peel watershed.

MR, EDWARD FRANK: My name is Edward
Frank. | just had a thought, and maybe the Fish &
WIldlife need to know about this. But there is a herd
that are called the Western Arctic herd. At one point
t hat herd used to be about 500,000. And now, from what |
hear, it's down to about 200, 000.

So if you think about it, |I wonder what's going to
happen to all the Porcupi ne herd because that Wstern
Arctic herd -- like | said, when | lived in Kotzebue,

t here was 500, 000 of them Nowit's down to about 200.
So sonething is inpacting them and it's probably oi
devel opnent .

But thank you.

MR, PATRI CK HANSON: Thank you.

MR JOHN ERICK: M nane is John Erick.
I"mfromthe village council, again. | just want to -- |

just want to bring up a true story about the -- ny
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not her-in-law and ny old man. They traveled from here by
foot all the way to Arctic Village, past Arctic Vill age,
way up there where there is no trees just to get cari bou.
They cone back all the way back here. You know how | ong
that takes? It took them one whole summer to walk it.

That's how nmuch we depend on the caribou. And that's
how much they really |ike caribou neat, dry it, save it
for wwnter. People like that really work hard to provide
food for their famly. Wuld you walk that far to get
cari bou neat and feed your famly? | don't think so.

The people like that all gone. Their famly is here.
If they didn't wal k the country, they won't be here.

There won't be any famly here if their parents, their
grandfather, didn't walk the country to provide caribou
meat for their famly.

That was a pretty anmazing story she told ne about, ny
not her told ne, Helen Henry and her husband David Henry.
That's Abraham Henry's parents. And Abraham renenber it
hi msel f.

So we are not playing around here. W are just going
back and forth, going back and forth, but we are not going
to give up. W are going to fight for our country. W
are going to fight for our caribou. No matter what it
takes, we are going to be the last people that's going to

speak up.

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

65

Thank you very nuch

MR, PATRI CK HANSON: Thank you.

MS. RAE ANN GARNETT: |'m Rae Ann Garnett.
l"'mfromArctic Village and Venetie. 1'ma Neets'ali
GM ch'in Navajo. | did live nost of ny life in the city,
but Arctic Village and Venetie is ny hone. | |ove
travel i ng back how nmany tines a year. | |love |earning
about ny culture fromny aunts, uncles, grandparents,
cousi ns.

| love going out on the land. It's beautiful. I
feel peaceful when I'mhere or in Arctic Village. CQur
culture is inmportant. Qur land is inportant. Qur caribou
I's i nportant.

We are one as GmM ch'in people. The Porcupine caribou
herd is sacred. The birthing grounds are sacred. Pl ease
no drilling on our |and.

| just really hope all you understand what we are all
so passionate about. Thank you.

MR. PATRI CK HANSON: Thank you, Rae Ann.
Anybody el se want to cone up? |If nobody wants to cone up,
| guess 1'l1l go.

MR, PATRI CK HANSON: Patrick Hanson. |'m
on Native Village of Venetie Tribal Governnent Council. |
just have one thing to say. Arctic Village and Veneti e,

we opted out of becom ng corporations. W chose our |and,
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our way of life. And if you guys start drilling up there
di sturbing the cal ving grounds, you are going to destroy
our way of life.

That's all | want to say. Thank you.

Anybody el se want to say sonet hing? Last chance.

MR JOE BALASH: |If we are at the end
here, | just wanted to say on behalf of our team here from
BLM and our sister agencies, Fish & Wldlife Service,

t hank you for the hospitality. Thank you for the
wonder ful | unch.

And this is not the |ast stop on our process or our
journey here. W wll be back to talk further with the
communi ty through governnent-to-governnent neetings, and
we W Il have opportunities to continue to tal k about the
contents of this study and continue to work with your
| eaders as we continue to execute the | aw that was passed
by Congress.

Again, we very much appreciate your hospitality today
and sharing the warmh of the building, and | ook forward
to our next neeting.

MR, PATRI CK HANSON: Thank you. Thank
you. Sonebody got one nore thing to say before we quit.

M5. SARAH GRAHAM My nane is Sarah
Graham |I'mten years old, and I"'mfrom Venetie. | |ove

cari bou very nmuch, caribou neat very much. The place you
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guys are planning on drilling is the place where our

cari bou have their babies. |If you drill, then you wl|l
scare the caribou off and they won't cone back for a very
long tinme. Caribou neat is the way of |life. W love to
hunt for it, we love to see it, and we very mnmuch | ove to
eat it. Please, please don't drill on our land. Thank
you.

MR PATRI CK HANSON: Could we -- what tine
are you guys planning on | eaving?

M5. NI COLE HAYES: Wen we are done here.

MR, STEVE WACKOWBKI : We can answer
questions if you want us to stick around.

MR. PATRI CK HANSON: So does anybody have
any questions for the people that are here? Any questions
about what you are seeing up here, what you heard?

MR, STEVE WACKOWSKI :  We can hang out for
alittle bit, P.J. W can hang out.

MR. KYLE ANDERSON: If you drill on the
cal ving grounds and the wolves eat it and get sick, and if
we eat it and we got sick, and we are the peopl e that
pass -- if you drill on the calving grounds, nost of the
peopl e here m ght get sick.

And that's all |'ve got to say.
MR. PATRICK HANSON: Al right. So |

guess we wi Il socialize and hang out and neet each ot her.
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MS. NI COLE HAYES:. Thank you.

(Proceedi ngs adjourned at 1:36 p.m)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY A. VAVRI K, RVR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken before
nme at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcri bed under ny direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that tinme; and that | amnot a party to nor have

| any interest in the outcone of the action herein

cont ai ned.
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ny hand and affixed ny seal this _ day of February
2019.

MARY A. VAVRI K,
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Not ary Public for Al aska
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