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P-ROGEEDI-NGS
(I'ntroduction by Joe Bal ash.) (Invocation
offered by M. Roy Nageak, Sr.) (Presentation by
Ni col e Hayes.)

M5. NICOLE HAYES: So now is the public
comment period, so if people want to cone up and ask
questions or even stand up and ask questions or provide
comment on the draft EI S

MR, ROY NACGEAK, SR : State your nane for
the record to be recogni zed.

MR, GEORGE EDWARDSON: My nane is CGeorge
Edwardson. |I'mthe president of |nupiat Conmunity of the
Arctic Slope, and our jurisdiction is the whole NPR-A,
plus ANVR north of the Arctic Grcle.

What |'mwatching herein is a |l ease sale, the way |
| ook at it being conducted illegally because the | and has
not been bought fromthe people. Wen Naval Petrol eum
Reserve No. 4 was created, the president of the United
States said they needed help with the war, and there was
potential oil and gas up here in the Arctic. And after
t he war was over, they were going to turn it back to us.
This town owned the property fromthe ocean up to the
Colville River. The other regions have their
jurisdictions, |ike Anaktuvuk, too, behind up in the

nmount ai ns. And President Harding said, when |I'm done with
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the war, we will give it back to you. Instead of giving
It back to us, you created an act called NPR-A and then
clainmed you owned it all.

We took this to the Suprene Court and we won there in
our lawsuit against the ARCO versus U S. A And the
tri bunal asked how nmuch do we owe you. But before we
could nane an anount, our |awer was killed. And nobody
could take over after that.

So you have not paid for a square inch of the Arctic
you are trying to sell. [I'Il get back to you again after

MR, ROBERT SWLU:. (Speaking in Inupiat.)

My name is Robert Suvliu. I'mborn and raised here in
Barrow. Thank you for comng here. WIlcone to Barrow. |
have been worki ng seasonally because of ny own interest in
t he i npact on the ecosystem from gl obal warm ng, so-called
gl obal warm ng. So |I have been working with the seismc

and docunenting the nelt inpact on the aninals during

the -- at the Prudhoe Bay site.
But what | have noticed thus far is the subsistence
| npact does not necessarily take into consideration, |ike,

t he studies on the ecosystem So the inpact of the plants
by the global warm ng. So we have | ess snow coveri ng on

t he tundra, but how nmuch inpact has that occurred?

Because we have warm and cold tenperatures. So each

season we have |less snow than | ast year, but this year we
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have hardly any snow. |It's primarily from bl ow ng snow.

But what | don't see is a consideration of the I npact
on the vegetation. And that needs to be done, sone type
of research that needs to occur because it inpacts the
food source of the animals, the caribou, all the way to
the lemmng. So that wll inpact tremendously. And those
type of studies are not occurring.

What we are not seeing the -- the primary concerns of
t he animals, but not the food source. And sone type of

buffer need to be established in the river systens and the

| akes where the food source is for a lot of the -- so that
type of a buffer needs to occur, also. That's what |I'm
seei ng needing. But | do have the research, and |'|
forward it to you guys later. That's what |'m seeing that

needs to be done.
Quyana. Thank you

M5. AMY¥ LEWS: Anyone el se?

MR. JOHNNI E BRONER: Good evening. M
nane is Johnnie Brower. | live here in Uaqgiagvik. | was
brought up to be out in the country froma very early age.
By the tine | had to go out to high school or governnent
boar di ng school seven mles north of Salem ny parents
sent ne a letter stating | had to cone hone early to get
ready and prepare to go to school. And | was right on the

| ow tide area of just past Prudhoe Bay, what is now the
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Endi cott Road going out to the Endicott oilfield.

| was brought up and raised by ny grandfather to do
rei ndeer herding. And | didn't expect to go to school,
but my parents asked ne to cone hone. And | sheltered a
| ot to what is now between Service Area 10 and the end of
t he runway, which is now owned and operated by
ConocoPhilips. The general |ocation of where | made ny
dried neat is now a 40-foot gravel pad that is now part of
Sagvagni qt uug Ri ver.

After | graduated from high school, | tried to get ny
parents to help ne to deal with on how to conti nue
rei ndeer herding, but I tried |like crazy and very hard for
over 25 years, and | couldn't budge ny father to teach ne
on which way to go or what to do, even though | already
had some know edge of what ny grandfather, A Hobson,
Seni or instructed and taught ne.

Wien | first -- when I first | earned how to go
hunti ng and canping, | was not even ten years old when
go get caribou on the south side of Teshekpuk Lake.
woul d go out there and cone back. M dogs would bring ne
out there and bring nme back safely.

Fromthe infornmation that was put together and
i nf ormed about the oil and gas activities when they first
di scovered oil in Prudhoe Bay, | went hone just before the

first week of August in '66. Wen | left, there was
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absol utely nothing out there except wild ani mals that
lived there in the winter, and they cone up and mgrate in
the spring, and for the sumrer for nursing -- to nursing
their eggs, nurture themto life till they would learn to
be on their own. And caribous, wolves, wolverines,
grizzly and pol ar bears and brown bear would cone in as
far as for their own food before they go out and hi bernate
up into the upper hills.

And the prom ses that was nade to ny elderly people
when -- when Prudhoe Bay was first di scovered as a struck
oil status, what condition is that prom se in | ooking at
It fromtoday's point of view? They prom sed that they
woul d restore the |land back to the way it was when it's
all done and over with. And | want to know from ny heart
if that promse is still the same as the way they stated
it to ny elderly people.

My parents' parents, the grazing pernmts were under
nmy grandparents' nanes. M nother was daughter of Al fred
and Maggi e Hobson, and they owned and operated the
farthest north reindeer herding conpany. And their
grazing range goes all the way to Demarcati on Point from
t he head of Baird Bay, all the way across the North Sl ope,
practically covering what is now the entire North Sl ope
Bor ough and t he ASRC boundary.

And Charles C. Brower's first wfe, Toctoc, had
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grazing permts issued to her by her husband, Charles D
Brower. And when she passed away and eventual |y got
remarried, it was under her nanme until she had a bunch of
boys. And they were called the Brower brothers. And they
pretty much had a grazing ground permt fromthe nouth of
Chipp River out to [indiscernible] Island and up into the
nmount ai ns wi t hout any boundaries to the southern edge. It
woul d go into the nountains.

And now |I'm at an age where ny elders has tal ked to
me and teach nme about reindeer herding, but they coul dn't
go back to rei ndeer herdi ng because when they came back
fromWerld War 11, they had no interest or ability to do
rei ndeer herdi ng what soever. Nobody even tried to see if
they woul d be reoriented back to reindeer herding.

In the bottomof ny heart, | would like to have -- to
be able to continue what ny father did when he cane back
fromthe service fromWrld War I1. Even his coupl e of

brothers and a few other hel pers, they did rei ndeer

herding right up to -- I was born in 1951 in Ol ock
I sl and.
My parents were heading fromreindeer -- reindeer

ranch, Al atak Rei ndeer Ranch, and they were heading to
Ut giagvik to help ny nother get to the hospital and have a
baby. But her water bag broke, | guess, when they got to

Ol ock Island district section, and they had to stop and
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shelter and nmake canp there to nake her confortable. And
that's where I was born. And they continued to reindeer
herd right up to 1954, to the end of 1954.

Wien ny parents didn't have any children, they were
out goi ng back and forth out into the reindeer herding,
out doing reindeer herding. They had a skin boat, which
believe right nowis in the bottomof the -- m ght be the
sout heastern section of the [indiscerni ble] Lake area.
And if | get it located and retrieve it, that is evidence
of ny famly's rei ndeer herdi ng equi pnent during the
summer. They used it for transportation along the | akes
and ravines and rivers to go back and forth into the
country out there.

And to try reindeer herding all by yourself
individually is a very hard thing. But when you are
taught and trained at a very early age and follow the
instructions, it could reward -- there are rewards to it.

Wien | nmade it hone in early August, | was scol ded by

nmy grandfather, A Hobson, Senior. Wat the hell you

doi ng around here? | thought | told you to stay in
Prudhoe Bay until first sign of freeze up. | didn't want
to talk back to him | didn't want to answer him but |

had to. M parents sent ne a letter asking me to cone
home so | could catch ny flight to go to boardi ng school

i n Oregon.
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That was the last tine | saw the exact nature and the
beauty of the reindeer herding country. And it's stil
getting devastated and reduced, and it's continued to be
reduced by oil platfornms, roads, construction facilities,
gat hering centers, manifold buildings, oil pads and the
punp stations.

At first there was no interest or mention of anything

about doing additional oil exploration drilling outside of
t he Prudhoe Bay unit because it was just -- it was said to
be a nassive -- it was said to be a very |arge massive oi
deposit. But now when you are | ooking at it, the reindeer
and cari bou, they still around Prudhoe Bay. They

rel ocated their grazing habitat sanctuaries. They go in
and out of the oilfield facilities and constructi ons and
roads here. And sonetines they block roads. But their
maj or feeding habitats, if it rains |ong enough during the
summer, it would be their grazing grounds for the winter.
They graze --

MR, ROY NAGEAK, SR : Tal k about ANWR

MR. JOHNNIE BRONER: | know. 1'mgoing to
get to that.

It's not only just in one |location, but our Inupiat

friends and famlies, they occupy the North Sl ope region
i n vast distance. The United States governnent nakes

specifications to nmake boundary |ines and call them al
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sorts of things: NPR-A, ANVR They didn't take a | ook at
how we were and how | ong we have al ready been here.

W were never part of Russia. W were never part of
any other country until state of Al aska was fornalized and
establi shed and politicians running around asking all the
community villages of the North Sl ope, would you rather be
a Russian or would you rather be an Aneri can.

But the bottomline is, the United States bought
Al aska from Russia, according to what the Russians sol d.
But to our know edge and history from our own observation
and under st andi ng, they bought Gulf of Al aska coast al
areas where the sea otters could be. That's the only
thing that the United States purchased. And then they
turn around and i nvestigated and surveyed beyond what they
purchased. The Russians didn't even know we lived in the
Nort h Sl ope regi ons of Al aska.

Ani mal s cone and go during the winter and sunmer.

The mgratory birds cone and go. Those have been our
bread and butter for centuries, past centuries, past
centuries. Now sone of the nmjor nesting ground areas are
di srupt ed and destroyed or even practically reduced to a
certain size. According to the way we live, we are
harvesting people. W can snoke, sun dry and prepare food
and store themfor the winter use. But our capacities in

terns of the kind of clinate changes we are facing from
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the '50s and '60s to today are drastically changing quite
a bit.
What other kind of wildlife are we going to be able

to utilize, obtain, harvest so we can survive for the
w nter nonths? Do you have anything set aside or | abel ed,
signed, promsed if there is too nmuch destruction and
damages on the ability to conpensate and refurbish the
| and with what it had?

MR, ROY NAGEAK, SR : They don't want

comments on that, Johnnie.

MR, JOHNNI E BROVWER: l"mtrying not to say
that word. I'msaying it froman aboriginal person |iving
on the land. | stated relatives in the villages that we

have t hroughout the North Sl ope regi on, but designated as
ANVR, even though |I'm here from I glugpauraq on the other
side of the | ake from Ut qgi agvi k.

What we say in comrenting probably don't have very
nmuch bearing because we don't live in ANNR  Qur relatives
that live in Kaktovik region do. They face very hardship
statuses than conpared to what we are -- what we are
facing. Wat kind of prom se can you inplenent in an
event your oil and gas hunger and thirst goes too far and
devastates that they no | onger cannot do hunti ng harvest
to prepare for the living through the winter nonths? And

that is ny bottomline question. | love ny relatives for
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the way they are and who they are.

And | don't need to be pushed and tine limted and be
put down by ny own |local citizens people. Wen they hand
nme a mcrophone, 1'll hand it back when | am done
speaki ng.

MR. ROY NAGEAK, SR : There's other people
that want to speak.

MR. JOHNNI E BRONER: | know that. Don't
rush people. These people are running on fast tine. They
are not here for a week to take comments. They are in a
hurry. Don't rush nme like they are in a hurry.

MR. ROY NAGEAK, SR : You got to comment
on ANVR. That's what we are commenti ng on.

MR. JOHNNI E BRONER. Yeah. I|'mstating
sone of it as the way | spoke it, trying not to nention
the word capitalized by the United States Congress as
ANVR.  Qur honel and, our people, live in the |and.

MR. ROY NAGEAK, SR : There is other
peopl e that want to tal k.

MR. JOHNNI E BRONER. Then don't treat your
| ocal citizens and push themin a tine-consum ng status
and rush themin a hurry. You are distracting ne from
sone of the things | would like to say. Your prom se,
based on your job getting paid, is in your hurriness wth

t hese peopl e.
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Thank you very nuch. And | hope that you take
peopl e's comments and statenents very seriously instead of
just hearing themand witing them down and put themon a
pi ece of book called ESI [sic] and devastate how people
live in the Arctic region especially in the ANVWR district.
Thank you very nuch for the tine.

MR. ROY NACGEAK, SR : Anybody el se?

MS. MARY BRONER My nane is Mary Brower.
30 years ny other half gone off to paradise. And since
before that in 30 years, we used to check our cabins with
t heir airplanes or chopper or whatever. Not airplanes.
Excuse nme. | wonder if you guys are authorized to do
that. W never checked on themfor nore than 30 years
since l'"'ma single -- 1"'mseeing the way they sitting on
wi t hout checking our lands. It was our right to do that,
for themto do -- give us a ride or whatever, or ny other
famly. They are old enough, ny boys.

MR. STEVE WACKOABKI : Are they allotnments?

MS. MARY BROVNER Yes. | got about four
allotnents waiting. Cheap area, too, on 13.

MR, GEORGE EDWARDSON: All in NPR-A.

MR, STEVE WACKOWABKI: |'d be happy to --
so you want, like, soneone to go there or a nap or aeri al
I mage?

MS. MARY BRONER. We only get hunting tine
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for geese, we check.

MR, STEVE WACKOWBKI : |If | CAS or the
Native Village of Barrow could get us, |ike, a location,
we could see what we can do. Pull a map or -- so if you

can work through this --

MS. MARY BRONER We ought to let them
know, huh?

MR. JOHNNI E BRONER. North S|l ope Borough
has G S-based conputer systemthat has naps out on all the
Nati ve allotnents on the North Sl ope.

MR, STEVE WACKOWSKI :  We woul d be happy to
have BIA or BLMsee if we can pull sone inages on it.

MS. MARY BROVWER  That woul d be okay if
they going to get that. Sone of them | never checked.

MR, STEVE WACKOWBKI :  Sure. | f George or
sonebody can give ne a map or a |location, | can see what
we can do.

MR, GEORGE EDWARDSEN: Through the North
Sl ope Borough they have all the Native allotnents
applicants, the ones that have been certified, the ones
t hat have not been certified, all those that have been
applied for. Mst of the allotnents have not been
approved and worked out their -- their paper titles
haven't been cleared. And here you are selling | and that

on -- that's on questionabl e deeds, people's Native
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allotnents. Most of them have not been processed. And
before you sell a single | ease, at |east that should have
been taken care of. | nean, that's the | east you can do
as the governnent, give a person what's theirs when they
ask for it.

MR. STEVE WACKOWBKI : | don't disagree.
Bl A has taken far too long to process allotnents. That is
an i ssue we are well aware of that Assistant Secretary
Sweeney is looking at that we're working with the BI A
office. And | don't disagree it's taken far too | ong.

MR, GEORGE EDWARDSON: When you | ook at

NPR- A, probably over 80 percent of the applicants have not

been processed yet. And that is totally uncalled for.
And you are going to nake billions out of that |and
selling it. And it actually belongs to sonebody. If |

went down to your part of the world and sold it as the
governnent, you woul d nake sure that you got your share of
it. That's -- that's a given. Right?

MR, JOHNNI E BROAER: Wiat about the ones
that are -- the Native people that have applied for in
Prudhoe Bay unit area? (Indiscernible) talking about ny

part, but ny uncle was born in Prudhoe Bay.

MR, STEVE WACKOWSKI : l'mnot -- 1'mnot
aware. |'d be happy to neet with | CAS and Native Vill age
of Barrow and go through sone of these. 1'd need BIA to
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cone up with ne to conme, and |I'd be happy to commt to --
St eve Wackowski, Secretary's office. |1'd be happy to
commit to bring our BIA state director up here and conduct
a governnent-to-governnent with both | CAS and Nati ve
Village of Barrow to tal k through sonme of the all ot nment

| ssues.

MR, GEORGE EDWARDSON: As the regional
governnent, we were processing a Native allotnent one
every five mnutes. And they put a stop to that because
we were going too fast. And all we were doi ng was
verifying whose property it was, where they were born,
where their parents are buried. W can't even take care
of our ancestors', you know, graves. And that should be
on the priority list before you could nmake a dollar on it.
And under the Indian Tax Status Act passed in 1982, as
tri bal governnents, regional or village, we have the
ability and authority to collect taxes, but we can't under
NPR- A because you are saying that's yours. | nean, let's
do what's right. Let's be honest both ways. That's just
one way.

That's all we ask.

MR, JOHNNI E BROVWER: How many Nati ve
allotments are still pending in Prudhoe Bay unit for
Native all otnent applicants?

MR, GEORGE EDWARDSON: It's only 2,000 in
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t he whol e NPR-A and the North Sl ope.

MR, JOHNNI E BROAER:  That have not been
even been recognition or just |abeled pending. The
| ocations we living and tal king about is all covered with
oilfields, airports, construction canps, POCs, nanifold
bui | di ngs, gathering centers, hundreds and hundreds of
mles of pipeline this way and that way. And what are we
getting out of that? Just being (indiscernible).

MR GEORGE EDWARDSON: We have never
coll ected a penny from NPR-A, ANWVR, Gates of the Arctic,
anywhere there is federal |ands over any resources,
whet her it be hard mnerals |like gold, |ead, zinc or oi
and gas. | nean, it's -- what's fair is fair. You got
Ten Conmandnents you are supposed to follow. At | east

follow half them so we can at | east get what is ours.

It's sinple. No anger, just, you know, just -- let's work
on it because we are willing to show you what we know i s
ours.

MS. MARY BRONER | got this -- excuse ne.

Are you done?

MR GEORGE EDWARDSON: |' m done.

M5. MARY BRONER: | notice wthout
notifying us, too, they fly around up there. Sonebody
notice -- tell ne when you notice that w thout any

notify -- peoples who are -- build their cabins up there,
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you know, without notify them I|like me, ny -- I'ma single
parent with ny boys. | hear about that they fly up
w t hout notifying. Wat are they doing?

Thank you.

MR, GORDON BROWNER: Thank you. Gordon
Brower. |I'ma director for planning and conmunity
services for the North Sl ope Borough. Maybe | need to
under stand better what the evening is about. | know you
are tal king about the coastal plain oil and gas | easing
program and how to provide comments. |Is that the thene is
how do we provide comments, or are you taking any
comment s?

MR. JOE BALASH So we are taking coments
orally. The court reporter is here to help capture that
for the record, and then we al so have set up sone
i nformation stands. W have brought in sone of the
experts and scientists who hel ped us put the document
t oget her so peopl e can ask questions of those individuals.

MR. GORDON BROVWER: Thank you. It hel ps
to -- I"'msorry I"'ma little bit late. | just got off the
plane. And it's good to see you, Joe. | think that's
Ted, right? And is that Jin?

MR, JCE BALASH: M ke.

MR. GORDON BROVER: M ke. Sorry. I'm

just putting the nane to a face here.
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MR MKE GERYIC I'mMKke, and this is
St eve.

MR. GORDON BROWNER  Steve, | think I net
you a coupl e of tinmes.

| just want to provide a couple conmments. And I
think it's inportant, too -- there is elders here -- to be
able to talk in their | anguage as well and convey t hat.
(Speaking in I nupiat.)

So that's what we are tal king about is 1002, right on
the outskirts of Barter Island, the 1002. It's inportant
to make sure when people are wanting to under st and
better -- | heard Mary Brower right there wanting to know
what it's about a little bit and notification. | don't
think informati on gets around good enough. Unl ess naybe
you have public outreach, a little bit nore effort in
public outreach, which we try to make sure we try to do
that in the community so that it's nore effective that way
and know what it's about.

And having said that, | think it's inportant to talk
about sone of -- | nmean, | represent the borough at the
pl anning | evel, and there are things in the 1002 that
shoul d be inportant for others to know.

It's been a, | think, a good 40 years maybe, in this
area where Congress has elected to | ock up areas and ki nd

of disenfranchising the local village corporation from

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

22

engagi ng in econom c opportunity in areas of | ands that
are selected by them | nean, there is a long history of
t hese ki nds of concerns.

When ANCSA was created, Native Lands C ai ns
Settlenent Act was created, it was for self-determ nation
in fighting over |land. There was al ready these things
that were out there. So | just want to say those kind of
t hi ngs because it's been a | ong, arduous process of
different admnistrations, different congresses, and then
sone day we have a wi ndow that say these Natives | ands
t hat have been | ocked up are suddenly open to do nore
things. And it's inportant to realize what the | oca
people in that area have to say.

And in the battle that has ensued over a |ong period
of tinme about -- can you imagine U C or Kuukpik, if
Congress |l ocked up their | ands and say, hey, you are not
going to benefit fromthe | ands you sel ected? That's what
It paramounts to for 40 years in that regi on over there.
And | think there are inportant things to realize to hear
t hese t hings.

You probably got pages and pages of comments,
probabl y thousands, and maybe a mllion coments. 99
percent of themare going to be fromthe Lower 48, from
outside the region, and a very snmall handful of those are

going to be local witten comments fromthe nost affected
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people in those areas. So take a | ook at that because
sheer quantity shouldn't be overridden by the nost

| npact ed peopl e and the people that have the | and base
t hat have fought for this for a long tine.

The other thing, the North Sl ope Borough is a
regi onal governnent here. The North Sl ope Borough
provi des services, and it's inportant to note that we
provide infrastructure in Prudhoe Bay.

A coupl e of years ago, you know, there was a --
alnost an ultimatumto DNR from the borough because our
landfill at Oxbow was maxed out. So we are going to shut
down waste managenent in Prudhoe Bay unl ess nore | and
conveyances are conpleted in order for us to provide the
utility services that we provide throughout the borough,
the residents, including the oil and gas industry.

Those are inportant things to note as El Ss are going
on for the NPR-A going west and then going east into the
1002 area and in between. The services that need to be
provi ded, you just can't carve out these things that are
required to be done. WAste managenent is a -- it
shoul dn't be an unfunded mandate type thing. | think the
| ocal governnent is struggling to provide sonme of these.

A coupl e years ago, the borough put in about 100
mllion dollars of new infrastructure in the oil patch to

manage waste, and the needs to continue to provide

23
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services like that are inportant to those that are going
to create additional opportunity, which also creates
addi ti onal waste and nmanagenent.

So | think that's an area that is not stated enough,
unl ess we continue to provide waivers and fragnent for the
publ i c conveni ence the borough holds to provi de waste
managenment, which | think we should all frown upon in
continuing to frane that thing.

So those are inportant. | thought they are well
worth to nention. And it's inportant to realize the | ocal
folks that stand -- that have been, | think in ny view,

di senfranchi sed from being able to benefit fromtheir own
| ands.

Wth that, I'"mnot going to take up any nore of your
time. | just got off the plane, and sonmebody was gracef ul
enough to pick nme up and bring ne here.

Quyana.

MR, GEORGE EDWARDSON: |'ve got a
question. |Is this hearing on NPR-A or ANVR? \What do you
want, on both of them or on one of thenf

MR. JOE BALASH: W are here on the ANVR
| easi ng program the draft EIS.

MR, GEORGE EDWARDSON: Okay. Just wanted
to make that clear because the paper also said NPR- A, and

that's what | thought you were here, too, for. And that's
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why we were commenting on NPR-A

MS. SUSAN ETOS: Susan Etos, for the
record. | thought nmaybe this would be good tinme to
explain not only to Mary, our elder, in Inupiaq how your
BLM | aws, they are regulated -- how they assist in
regul ating the |ocal |aws regardi ng subsistence in
traditional |and use areas. And with the past EI'S, how --
wth comments given by the villages, how you woul d enhance
themto better today with the upcom ng EIS. How would you
assi st in enhancing the subsistence | and use areas and
traditional |and use areas?

Maybe you could also explain this for Mary to go to
her canpsites, how she would work with -- she wanted to
work with planning and Native Village of Barrow and | CAS,
| believe.

So with the past EI'S prograns and all the coments
that were given in the past, how would you enhance your
|l aws to better our |ocal |aws regardi ng subsi stence and
traditional |and use sites?

MR. JOE BALASH Ckay. So this is the
first EIS for leasing oil and gas in the coastal plain in
ANVWR.  There are docunents and managenent plans that have
been put together for the refuge by the Fish & Wldlife
Service in a CCP, a Conprehensive Conservation Plan. That

docunent, | think, was |ast updated in 2013, or
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t hereabouts. Coser to this comunity and in the NPR-A,
t here have been nultiple planning docunents.

The Integrated Activity Plan is the one that provides
nost of the direction there. And that was undertaken in
2012. The final version was signed in 2013.

| know that there were sone concerns fromthe borough
w th how t hat docunent went together in the final version,
and that is one of the reasons why the BLMis undertaking
a revision to that.

Now, we are not here to talk about that tonight;
however, | will say that we are still conducting scoping
for that. There is still an opportunity to conment on
that. And we have reinitiated the NPR-A wor ki ng group
wth residents fromeach of the communities here in the
borough that participate on that. And that was sonet hi ng
we were able to do earlier this afternoon.

And so sonething that is very inportant to ne as an
Al askan, who happens to be serving in a senior position at
the Departnent of Interior now, is to make sure that these
pl anni ng docunents are as close to what the | ocal
community wants as possible. And that's sonething that I
know firsthand that there have been frustrations in the
past and the very recent past, even, with regard to sonme
of the rules and conditions that are enbedded in those

pl ans.
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Just going -- sticking with the ANWNR topic, the
coastal plains topic, we were in Kaktovik yesterday and at
a governnent to governnent neeting with the Native Village
of Kaktovi k and heard an awful | ot about subsistence
access and frustration that their access in the sumrer
nmonths and the fall is l[imted and they are not allowed to
use notorized vehicles. And that limts their ability to
get out and conduct their subsistence hunts and nove
further inland for their gane.

So these processes, these neetings that I'mcomng to
and participating inis allowng ne to hear from el ders
and hunters and the community | eaders to help ensure that
t he decisions that are getting nade in these revised
docunents wll reflect as nuch as possi ble what the people
who have |ived here for thousands of years and want to
continue to live here and thrive for thousands nore, that
we can hel p nanage the land in a way that works for your
| ocal needs.

MR, GEORGE EDWARDSON: On your NPR-A are
you including Nuiqsut's private property, or are you j ust
t al ki ng about | eaving around the outside of their private
property? Because they do have patented deeds.

MR, JOE BALASH. They do, indeed. And so
the 1AP, the Integrated Activity Plan, sets up the ways in

whi ch we conduct our nanagenent of the federal |and. Now,
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we have to take into account and be considerate of our
adj acent nei ghbors, as well as those who have i n-hol di ngs
i nside the programarea. And so you are absolutely right.
W can't say what will or will not happen on those private
hol di ngs.

MR, GEORGE EDWARDSON: And al so when t hey
created ANNR, they said they were going to make it a
reserve to save it, and here you will end up selling it.
Which | aw are you going to follow?

MR, JOE BALASH: W are follow ng the nost
recent |aws that have been passed. And we have a | ot of
| awyers hel pi ng us understand what we can and can't do and
that we follow the right procedures.

VMR, GEORGE EDWARDSON: You heard there

VMR. JOE BALASH: | understand there i s

MR. JOHNNI E BRONER. (kay. This hearing
I s budgeted by noney appropriated by the U S. Congress.
And the noney to be spent, to what year does that nopney
that it budgeted and approved to be well spent? Wen is
t he next budget assessnent to be approved after -- after
these -- this budget that is being spent for these kind of
activities on -- in the North Sl ope regi on now under the

ANVWR di strict center?
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Money appropriated -- there is usually noney to be
appropriated to be well spent. Like if it was approved in
1955 and it would be noney well spent to 1975 and anot her
one approved 1975 to 1990, and then another one approved
1990 to 2015. And how many years is this noney well spent
|isted as to what year does it end before it gets renewed
by anot her budget that would be tabled by the United
States Congress to the people that appropriates all these
funds into | abeled to be well spent?

And al so the way | was speaking earlier, when |
| ook -- when I first cane in, | was |ooking for a nap, a
specific map that says ANNR in the general vicinity of the
| ocations that woul d be subject for | ease sales. And here
you got the community com ng together to tal k and di scuss
that. And | don't see a well-organized map of the entire
ANVR in the general vicinity that would be | abeled for
| easi ng.

How are we going to be able to pinpoint in our
comments and what we want to say without the aid of the --
the | ocations of the subject that is being provided for
this neeting to -- for coments to be -- we need sone very
serious aids to be able to hone in and tal k about the
subject. It's got the whole ANWNR, but it's a certain
sector of ANVMR district in the coastal plain, | believe.

M5. AMY LEWS: You cane in after the nmap
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was up.

MR JOHNNIE BRONER: |t would be nice if
t hey were handed to each person that signed to register
for the neeting.

MR JOE BALASH: So M. Brower, | think we
have got a couple of the alternatives identified here on
the screen now. And we do have behind this |large screen a
couple of |large posters set up. And we will be happy to
maybe take a little bit of a break and | et people conme ask
questions of our experts and scientists, and we can cone
back and start taking comments again. Watever is nobst
conveni ent .

MR. JOHNNI E BROAER It woul d be very
ni ce, but on this paper you have Alternative B,
Alternative DL and Alternative D2, Alternative C, but it
does not say appropriately designated exact |ocation, but
you have nultiple labels and titles of the general
vicinity area. But the final say-so on the anount of --

t he anmount of acreage of |and that would be sold for
| easing is ny bottom|line question.

|"mnot interested in these alternatives, this, that
and those al phabets and nunmbers. |I'minterested in the
total anmount of acreage that is appropriate for sale.

MR JOE BALASH: So what occurred in the

Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 was Congress told us at the
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departnent to establish a |leasing programin the 1002
area. That's a little nore than 1.5 mllion acres. And
of the alternatives there, B and C, all of the acreage
woul d potentially be available in that area. What those
maps depict are certain conditions or restrictions that
woul d conme along with the | ease in the 1002 area.

Alternatives D1 and D2 w t hhold sone of the | and and
woul dn't offer themfor sale if and when we get to a | ease
sal e.

The process we are going through right nowis to put
t hese alternatives up for discussion with the public, with
the communities, and get feedback on what final version
shoul d be taken forward and put up for sale. And so if
there are -- if there are specific areas that shoul d not
be offered for |leasing for particular reasons, we would
li ke to hear that.

MR JOHNNI E BRONER: |' m speaking |ike |
never went to school and I"'mstill out reindeer herding.
The general vicinity of the grazing grounds permtted
applied for by ny great grandfather, Fred Hobson, he had
it under his wife, Mriam Driggs Hobson, ny great
grandnot her. And her grazing permt application
boundari es covers the entire North Sl ope Borough boundary
lines. It always -- goes all the way to the Denarcati on

Point. M area of interest is -- I'mtalking acting |ike
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they are still alive. They are still reindeer herding.

And | want that -- | want that for nyself. And I
have been out in the country doing that for a while in ny
younger days.

And what | do, the way | do it, doesn't matter who
says what, whether they put ne down or cut me down, it
doesn't affect ne that way because ny great grandnother's
paperwork is listed to a specific person only. And that
person woul dn't have to answer to anybody except to
hi nself and to whatever is affecting and di sturbing and
damagi ng the grazing grounds that are and were under ny
great grandnot her Marian Driggs Hobson, ny grandfather, Al
Hobson, Sr.'s nother.

And if people say I'mall whacked out and not in tune
to anything, her grazing permt goes all the way to the
nmount ains, all the way to Denarcation Point and covers the
entire North Slope. And we should have been busy
conducti ng and wor ki ng and bei ng rei ndeer herders
continuously if Wrld War Il hadn't started, but the fact
Is it did and it changed a ot of lives that were reindeer
herders. And they were specialty people in the Wrld \War
Il arenas.

And like | said, the coastal plains is a mjor
I mportant grazing ground for the Porcupi ne, Prudhoe Bay

herds. At one point when one of ny in-laws passed away, a
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f ew weeks before he passed away, the reindeer/caribou

m xXtures that usually heads into Baird Bay from Teshekpuk
Lake region, they mgrated all the way to his birthplace
at U uktuq [ph], way on the other side closer to the
Canadi an border.

And they spent there a couple of nonths and headed
back. On their way back, they picked up sone
cari bou/reindeers fromthe Prudhoe Bay district, and they
m grated to Teshekpuk Lake. And when Teshekpuk Lake herd
m gration, sone of the reindeer/caribou m xtures just
stayed here in the vicinity of Barrow during the w nter
nont hs.

And he was born in U uktuqg, but his favorite place
was Cape Sinpson. He was brought up and raised in Cape
Si npson. He was born in U uktuq, the whole famly unit
nmovi ng and traveling and pushing their reindeers sonetines
past Baird Bay, sonetines up towards Colville along the
river drainage, sonetines close to Nuiqsut before 1930s,
and then sonetines basing the sunmer in the general
vicinity of where the Endicott Road is and sonetines they
were pretty close to the Demarcation Bay unit area. And
the grazing permt covers the entire region of the North
Slope. And ny interest covers that.

It don't matter who says what to ne because what

matters to ne is what was given to ny great grandnother
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M riam Dri ggs Hobson, and who she designated as to who is
goi ng to be what.

And | thank ny elders for supporting and hel pi ng ne
and pushing ne to be the way | am |I'mnot in love with
t he begi nning and the existence of the state of Al aska
because that one al one, creating state of Al aska, has
devastated quite a bit of our hunting territories and
harvesting areas. |It's still good hunting, but there is
sonething mssing. And it's terrible when you don't go do
t hi ngs the way you want to because it's covered up with
oilfields this way and that way.

And the -- like | said earlier, the activities of the
war damaged our reindeer herders (indiscernible) and
hel pers to a point where it's not feasible to rei ndeer
herd anynore. It would be nice to have that. It would be
very nice if they designate a certain anount of |and and
rei ntroduce a rei ndeer ranch that would help facilitate
the need for harvesting food where we have sonething to
eat instead of finding out that the areas where they are
hunti ng, go out hunting and harvesting is danaged and no
| onger has feasible enough to sustain the food supply
sour ce.

Thank you.

MR, STEVE WACKOWEKI : Last question before

a br eak.
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MR, GEORGE EDWARDSON: Last question. On
your 1002 area. |Is it that sane size right there, or has
the 1002 grown? Seens like it's a |lot bigger than what it
was when you first cane up with the 1002 area. Is it the
same?

MR JOE BALASH: It's the sane as it's
been since 1980.

MR, STEVE WACKOABKI :  So | think we -- |
have to use the restroom Take a quick break. Sone of
our scientists -- anyone with a white noniker is going to
be here. W have got sone plaques behind us that have
sone naps and touch different subjects.

If you are interested in giving nore private
t esti nony, our stenographer is going to be avail abl e.
Just go grab her and she can take nobre comments. And if
peopl e want to stick around, we can reconvene with nore
public testinony. It would be a good tine to tal k about

NPR-A with us and grab us. W will be happy to talk with

you.
(A break was taken.)

M5. AMY LEWS: Ckay the m crophone is
available. | know there are people that want to say
sonet hi ng.

MS. SARA THOVAS: (Speaking in |nupiat.)
My name is Sara Thonmas. | ama community nenber of
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Ugiagvik. | amraising ny five kids here. They are
proud to be Inupiagq. They are -- we are trying to |learn
t he | anguage. W are trying to get into the cul tural
stuff, sewi ng and hunti ng.

"' mhere to speak on behalf of nyself and ny famly,
but I also want to point out, | think a |lot of people in
our community are not here and we are not being
represented. | don't know how t he process goes for -- |
heard there was five days -- | saw that this was happeni ng
two days ago.

| know a | ot of people don't think this is a bit --
this process -- we knowit's rushed. R ght? W knowit's
coming down froma very snall part of governnent that
wants this to happen. If we |ook at the surveys of the
wll of the people, nost of them-- for nost of them they
don't want the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge to be
drilled in. [It's been an ongoi ng, constant thing.
Correct?

What's it called when the governnent is acting not in
the -- the way of what the people want? W are supposed
to be living in a denpbcracy. However, we are seeing that
corporations, groups of billionaires, a small bit of
people in our nation and sane on the North Sl ope, we are
being -- we are not a true denocracy. This is an

oligarchy. Let's not kid ourselves here. W are allow ng
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the corporations to control things. They cone in and they
are pretending to represent the people, and |I don't buy
it.

' mconcerned for ny kids, for ny grandkids. |'m
concerned that we do need oil devel opnent to sustain this
lifestyle that we are in.

| don't know if you gentlenen are aware that we now
have the hi ghest rates of suicide, highest ever. | know a
14-year-old boy that just commtted suicide in
St. Mchaels. To ne it's -- we are goi nhg down the w ong
path. | know |'ve seen you gentlenen in the past. | know
| recogni ze you

| " mnot confused. A |lot of people are confused
because we get -- we get the noney fromthem-- fromthe
oi |l devel opnent. Yeah. W are highly addicted to oil and
gas. |It's confusing for a lot of people. They are not
even showi ng up. They were disillusioned or disenchanted.
Qur governnent doesn't represent us. W know this. And
if you really | ook deep down into your heart, | think --
you know, we talk about the lifestyle that we want to see,
that we want to have. |It's not going back to living in
sod huts. It's not. |It's going forward knowi ng now t hat
our wat ersheds around the world are in peril.

A lot of our own community here, we don't even

know -- | learned in a class at UAF that our comunity is
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I n danger of -- we have been marked needi ng i nmedi ate
rel ocation. The Arny Corps of Engi neers have -- we are
hi ghly vul nerabl e now nore than ever because our -- one
nore stormlike we had in 1964, and the water -- our
drinking water will be contam nat ed.

The lifestyle that we are |iving now we are goi ng
down the wong path. | have no doubt in ny mnd, this is
not the right way to go about it.

And let nme think if there is anything el se that |
wanted to say because | have the mc. | think I'll let

soneone el se speak. That's all for ne.

Thanks.
MR. CRAWORD PATKOTAK: My nane is
Crawford Patkotak. I'ma resident of Ugiagvik. |I'ma
whal i ng captain. | also serve on the board of directors

of Arctic Slope Regional Corporation and serve as

chai rman. W have 13, 000-pl us sharehol ders w thin ASRC.
I'"mhere to speak a little bit about the 1002 area. But
I'd like to also tal k about the history of the |and and
our peopl e.

Wien we | ook at the life of the Inupiat and our | and,
during the land clains fight, what was -- what was the
prem se of the clain? Land use and occupancy, trade and
commerce, famly and kinship. W all know that. It was

based on those three things that this clai mwas nade by
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t he | nupi at people of the Arctic Sl ope, under the
| eadershi p of Etok, Charles Edwardsen, Jr., Reverend
Sanuel Simonds and Guy Okakok.

Congress knew that claimwas |legitimte based on | and
use and occupancy. W never sold it to anyone. W never
lost it in any war. W never turned over to anyone. W
occupi ed the whole Arctic Slope throughout. Famly and
kinship. W had to prove all of this, both for the | and
clainms and for the incorporation of the North Sl ope
Borough. Al l docunent ed.

| think several fol ks tal ked about the histories of
t heir grandfat her and what not toni ght where we tal ked
about all of our ties to the land. W never lost it in
any war. The natural barrier, the natural boundary was
t he Brooks Range. W had to protect our land fromthose
that would try to cone up north. It's all in the
hi storical record. So we have all of this history.

We got dealt a hand with the passage of public | aw
92- 203, Al aska Native Clains Settlenent Act. W were |left
wth five mllion acres to select out of all 56 mllion
acres of the Arctic Slope. It was already determ ned
whi ch part of the Arctic Slope was al ready cut out for
NPR- A, Nati onal Petrol eum Reserve. The first Al aska
Wldlife Range, right, as it started before it becane

ANWR, you had state already claimng |lands all the way
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I nto the Prudhoe area.

W were dealt a hand. W nade it work the best way
we could. We had wi se |eaders that not only fought for
the |l and cl ai ns, but fought for incorporation of the
borough. Wwy? Not only to exercise our rights, but also
to inprove the lives of the people in the Arctic Sl ope.
That conti nues today.

Wien you |l ook at what little land we were able to
select, D ck Adans, our |and chief during that tine,
wor ked very closely with the elders, industry, governnent
totry to get the right mix of |Iand sel ections for ASRC
| ooki ng at the cultural value, econom c val ue, soci al
val ue; all of these things.

And yet it took 30 years, just about, for us to have
our first comrercially devel oped asset, which was Al pi ne.
That was in 2000. Al npbst 30 years passed after ANCSA. W
were finally able to tap into our own resource. During
this whole tinme, the | and exchange for what is now known
as the 1002 was legitimately nade. |It's been fought over.
It's been litigated fromour very own fellow Natives
across Al aska.

W won every time, each step of the way. W have had
to go over nmany hurdles to try to cone to this day when
ANVWR is finally passed and we have an opportunity to

exercise our right and devel op our own resource.
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We, as |l nupiat, have gone through struggles |like no
other. Wen you | ook at our whaling, we are rem nded by
beauti ful pictures of whaling and pai ntings of them here.
We | ook at the responsibility of the whaling captain,
which is -- covers quite a bit. Wen you | ook at the
whal i ng captain's responsibility over tine, to | ook out
for their people, to provide for, to encourage, to get
peopl e involved, to go after sonmething as huge as a whal e,
we had to work together. That's a friendly rem nder for
all of us, working together.

| always put it this way: Anybody can catch a seal
or a caribou and feed their famly for a day or a week or
what ever that will bring. But if you are going to be
serious about feeding your comunity for a year and
beyond, you have to work together to harvest sonething
t hat big.

It also is a rem nder of our rights that are at
stake. W just had -- after 40-plus years this past year,
we were fortunate to be blessed with going to the
| nternational Whaling Conm ssion to have our own
gover nnent being able to stand up for us, to back us up in
that international arena. | felt proud as an Anmerican
t hat our governnent was able to back us up, fight for our
rights. W didn't have that in the |last adm nistration.

| don't know who is trying to fool who, but those years
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during the Cbama Adm ni stration, our rights were tranpled
on.

Wien you | ook back in just recent history, AN LCA,
under a Denocratic president, Jimy Carter, what did they
do? It was the biggest land grab in Al aska, | ocking up
enlarging ANWR, but within that deal, what did they say?
What di d Congress say? The 1002 will be set aside to
explore. Thank God for that because we own interests in
t hat 1002 area. And we are going to exercise our right to
devel op our own resource.

| really believe, whether it's the whales and the
right to hunt the whales, that same struggle, it's the
right to the resource, whether it's renewabl e or
nonrenewable. That's our right, God-given right as a
peopl e. Before governnment cane, we were strong, resilient
peopl e, hard-working people. W didn't just survive here.
We thrived here.

So chal l enges that conme before us, they are nothing

new. What we need to be really looking at -- and I'm
hopi ng and I know you guys are listening -- however many
mllion comments that you get fromoutside this regi on who

want to dictate what we can and cannot do w thin our own
region, our own |land, that's not right.
So when you are goi ng through your process, our

voi ces, our local voices need to have a | ot nore wei ght
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t han those voices fromoutside. Qur very way of life,
both culturally and economcally, is what's at stake here.
We have had many | eaders over the years fight too hard for
us to let go of any of our rights.

Internationally, even in the United States, they
attack our whaling. And you are tal king extreme ani nal
ri ghts groups, extrene environnmentalists that if they had
their way, we would be still living in a Third Wrld
condi ti on here today.

We are being asked, as a people, as a region, based
on sone theory that global climte change is an
ant hr opogeni ¢ cause caused by nan, and that -- based on
that interpretation or based on that theory, we are being
asked to help save the world. Save the planet. Keep the
oil in the ground. Right? You hear a lot of that.

So they want to shut us all down here to hel p save
the world at our econoni c expense and |letting us pay.

That woul dn't be right when what we pollute doesn't even
conpare to what China, the other countries around the
worl d are producing as far as pollution.

And | think industry has denonstrated, working
closely with governnent and | ocal -- |ocal people, our
fight for self-determ nation and | ocal control continues.
That's sonet hing that our people have fought too hard for.

So we need to keep that in mnd as far as what we are
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going to do noving forward. This is a rights issue.

Wien | hear that our federal Native Al askans south of
our region within the Venetie and Arctic Village area
start to claimthat they have ancestral rights to our |and
up north, next thing we hear they are claimng spiritual
occupancy. | don't think so. Qur people have occupied
this land fromtinme imenorial, and it was based on that
| and use and occupancy, trade and commerce, famly and
ki nship, that the settlenment was nmade. You need to keep
that in mnd: The intent of the land fight, the intent of
ANCSA, and how we as a people cannot be |left out of the
econom ¢ equation in all of this.

W fight -- we are fighting for our right to be
self-sufficient, not on governnent welfare. W are a
har d- wor ki ng peopl e.

Thank you for giving ne the tine to share a few
words. And |'d be happy to share a few nore, if needed.
Thank you.

MR. ROY NACGEAK, SR : Sone of the people
that | work with, Patkotak, his |ast name, his grandfather
was a brother to ny grandnm, Susie Akootchook, and
Pat kotak. And our famly -- | grew up in Kaktovik. And
just want to say a few words about the special area that
Kakt ovi k i s.

My grandnma and his grandpa were brother and sister,
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and they lived in ANVR It wasn't ANWR at that tinme. It
was the Kaktovik area. And ny nomwas born in 1913. And
then they always told us a story that when he was |ike
three or four years old, death was com ng fromthe south.
It had started dissenm nating around the Nome regi on, and
It started going towards our region. And it was in the
Barrow area, and people were dying from di sease.

Especially hard was at that tine in 1900, the Yankee
whal ers had cone | ooking for a different kind of oil, and
that was the oil fromthe bowhead whale. And they al nost
di ssem nated them Al nost killed themall off. A good
thing they found out what black oil could do because the
oil fromthe bowhead is so clean and so soft and burns so
sweetly that they use themfor |anterns before bl ack oil.

And t hen when they heard that death had stopped, ny
grandpa was chi ef, Andrew Akootchook. Took the tribe
back, and then they started noving west to go check on
famly. And they went all the way to NANA regi on, and
they started repopulating a | ot of areas that were
di ssem nati ng.

| know one family that's real close to us is the
Chris [ph] fam |y around NANA regi on who are brothers and
sisters: Ahsogeaks, and there is Ckonuil aks, Nukapi gaks.
All those big famly nanes were fromthat one region

that -- this is a different perspective on | ooking on that
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regi on.

And then fromthere the repopulation. And it took a
while for the whale to repopul ate. Wien | was like ten
years old and really got active in whaling, there were
fewer whal es. There were nmany years when | was younger
t hen when they didn't catch any whales in Barrow. It was
t ough.

And al ong those |lines, but now -- and one of the
reasons why havi ng agreenents nmade, especially with
I ndustry, was avoi dance of conflict. It started about
that tinme, about 1970, 1980 that we started working wth
I ndustry so that they don't have any shi ps goi ng back and
forth when the whaling season started: Kaktovik, Nuigsut,
Ut gi agvi k. And that worked. Wen good agreenents are
made wi thin each other, it works.

And during that time all those years, like |I say, we
have never |ost the right of whaling. And it's our
per si stence and our belief that if we work together with
whonever is comng up and not fight each other with --
avoi dance of conflict is one of our Inupiat values. W
have 12 values that we utilize. And that's what's kept us
alive for many hundreds of years.

And if we use avoidance of conflict like we did with
I ndustry, the population of oil has increased, and we have

got a perpetual right to hunt whales, and it's all working
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W th people that have always in a way tried to fight us
for what have al ways been, what have al ways been since CGod
created all the animals and our right to them

But at the sane tine, we are -- we found out we are
bei ng bl essed because they are finding black oil. In some
ways fromthe other regions within the state of Al aska, we
are fortunate that we are bl essed that we could afford our
own schools, health clinics, water and sewer. And | think
t he way that our people work together, we are going to
keep going that way, that direction, for betternment of our
peopl e.

And |i ke he stated, the |and, we only received a
little bit of it. And it took us 40 years. W got that
on a different perspective. W lost it, but we are still
bei ng bl essed. W are going to keep going forward. And |
see nyself as working with people that cone up, and we
could work together for the benefit, for the energy needs
of a great nation. And |like we always say, for the
benefit of our people and our children, ny grandchil dren
and our great grandchildren. And that's howit's always
been.

MR GORDON BROWNER:  Gordon Brower. And
l"mjust going to talk on ny own behalf. And | would just
like to -- | love what Crawford has stated over the

hi storical aspect of 1002 and the struggle over a | ong
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tine. | think those are inportant things to grasp the
gravity of land clains and the creation of the borough and
t hose kind of things.

Earlier | nentioned about waste managenent, which is
a key topic for the North Sl ope Borough. [It's an
I nportant thing. But in listening and other things that
have i nportance for the last 30 to 40 years, the North
Sl ope Borough has had a conprehensi ve plan and acconpani ed
by village profile that was witten by sonebody ot her than
residents of the conmmunities.

Today over the | ast seven years, we have worked with
communities to devel op conprehensive plans for every
comunity, and now cul mnating wth an update to the North
Sl ope Borough conprehensive plan, which takes in the
commonal ities of all the other plans.

But I would just |like to enphasize, use these pl ans.
These are tools. They are communities talking. There can
be others that say we are speaking for not the majority,
but these plans that are devel oped by comunities with
public meetings and inputs fromall of their communities,
fromthe young to the old to the | eadership of their
communities. Look at these plans. They are inportant
dialogue in there. There is information in there that's
useful .

One of the things that is a really big issue in every
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one of the communities, if you | ook at these plans, is the
extrene high cost of doing anything in comunities. There
Is testinoni es out of Anaktuvuk Pass where an i ndivi dual
has purchased a door at Hone Depot in Fairbanks and ship
it up COD, only the freight was $1, 300 to have it | anded
for a $120 door.

The other thing | would |like to enphasize is the
services that are provided -- Kaktovik, Point Hope,

VWi nwri ght, Atqgasuk, Anaktuvuk Pass -- the | ocal

gover nnent subsi di zes the energy needs, actually provides
t he energy needs, up to 20 mllion dollars -- in excess of
20 mllion dollars annually.

Whien we got these resources of natural gas, which
have been | ocked up by Congress and inaccessible for, in
particul ar, Kaktovik, and while we have this small w ndow
of opportunity, to ne after 40 years of fighting to have
t he | ocal people use these resources, that w ndow bei ng
open, we should al ready be having a pipeline in Kaktovik
w th natural gas before they close that door.

These are sone of the nore inportant things because
we get our fuel fromrefined areas. R ght? Gets shipped
out, goes to Louisiana or Seattle or sone other place,
gets refined, and then we ship it all the way around
anot her 20,000 m | es, probably, through ocean voyage, only

to bring it back up here and then try to distribute it to
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our communities; in sone cases, if you just | ook at sone
of the villages, $12 a gallon in sonme cases.

Energy -- this -- we are all tal king about energy up
here. That energy -- because we live in the npbst extrene
climate in the United States, maybe on the face of the
pl anet, other than Antarctica, we should have extrene
energy security up here. Energy security. And that neans
natural gas for our conmmunities.

These are sone of the things. That is a very
| nportant thing.

The conprehensive plans for Atgasuk and Wai nwri ght,
the needs that are expressed, the communities are saying
connect us to the outside world, connect us to the hub.

We are hanmstrung with transportation needs throughout the
North Sl ope. Think about that. Qur barges cone once a
year. And these resources, in order to do comunity needs
and stuff, only served by air service and by very extrene
hi gh cost of airfreight. | just want to nake sure we
express these things that are surfacing.

The conprehensive plans for the villages are new.
It's a change. They are communities that are actually
speaki ng for thensel ves. They are speaking for thensel ves
and their needs. These should not be just another oil and
gas planning charrette anynore. You need to | ook at the

sustainability of communities, synergize where we can.
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The borough is working with DNR on transportation
pl anni ng. The North Sl ope Borough's own conprehensive
pl an, a conponent of that is area-w de transportation
pl anni ng.

You can't really address a | ot of these many issues
unl ess you change sone of the dynamcs. Wth
transportation corridors and planni ng, suddenly you have a
new way of providing utility corridors. Another thing is
the 1984 Gas Transfer Act, a vehicle created by Congress,
again, that we need to use. It says that we should be
able to commandeer oil and gas exploration and devel opnent
wel | s that are underserved and commandeer themif they are
viabl e for providing these energy needs in our
communi ties.

That's an act created by Congress about why the
Arctic needs energy security up here. It shouldn't just
be punped |i ke a giant vacuum sucki ng sound on the
pi peline. There needs to be a | evel of conprehension of
t he energy needs of the Arctic and think about how we do
t hat .

| just thought it was inportant to expound a little
bit on those. There are other things like the -- 2014 |
happened to help finish an old grant, an old NPR-A grant
that was fromthe 1990s era and finished -- actually

fini shed working on a docunent that crossed at |east three
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or four admnistrations in that grant called the --
supposed to be a conprehensive oil and gas plan, which it
was too large. W whittled it down to the NPR-A technical
report, the North Sl ope Borough's technical report. Take
a |l ook at that docunment on the current state of uses.

We have | ots of new technol ogi es today proven. W
have been punpi ng subsea pipeline oil to nmarket for 20
years now. New technol ogies that could alleviate sone of
the mtigation issues. They use thaw stable areas
near shore and sone of the rivers, |ike the Sagavani rkt ok
Ri ver.

If you go down the Haul Road, about 40 mles of the
Trans- Al aska Pipeline is in thaw stable areas of these
t haw hol es, naturally formng, identified. And it hel ps
Wi th caribou novenments and other things like that. And we
have proven that for the |ast 40 years of the Trans- Al aska
Pi peli ne, punping in these innovative ways. So it's
I nportant to | ook at that technical report and the other
things in there.

| just thought it's inportant to expound a little bit
on sone of the infornations that are around. And yet we
still have -- after the dem se of the coastal nanagenent,
right? Mirkowski put that to rest in 2012, sonewhere
around there, 2011.

The ol d coastal managenent program which was ki nd of
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li ke a big stick for the North Sl ope Borough when the
state had the coastal managenent program W were able to
i nfl uence federal action because it was a federal act, the
Coast al Managenent Act.

But with the dem se of that, we still use those
policies even though the voluntary programis not being
used by the state, but all of those policies are ingrained
in our Title 19, including the coastal resource atl as,
which has a | ot of infornmation that you could garner from
And it's good information that we use to hel p gui de and
steward | arge project reviews internal to the North Sl ope
Borough. And it's -- it's conprised of traditional |and
use and interviews fromthe 1970s era traditional |and use
gathering by the first nmayor.

So very inportant tools to be used and not -- it
gives you a -- alnost a crystal ball view of the resources
and how they nove into traditional know edge.

Thank you.

MR, GEORGE EDWARDSON: Thank you. M/ nane
I's George Edwardson. |I'mthe president of I|nupiat
Community of the Arctic Slope. Education-wise, |I'ma
geol ogi st, mning and petrol eumtechnician, and the only
certified gas field operator in the state of Al aska.

And 1'Il start off wth when ANCSA was passed. And

when the vote cane throughout the whole North Sl ope, every
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person 19 years and ol der voted a unani nbus no agai nst the
| and clainms when it cane. Before that when the vote to
start the state of Al aska cane, the same people voted a
unani nous no agai nst statehood. This is what all our

el ders 19 years and ol der did.

1977 | was hired by ASRC to put their engineering
firmtogether, and after | did that, the first job they
gave ne was are we going to succeed in the land clains in
ANCSA. And that was the first job I was gi ven by ASRC

Wien | | ooked at it, the only thing | could tell the
board of directors was, as |ong as you have 7(i), you
cannot succeed because you can't succeed into a business
when you have to give 70 percent of your incone to the
other 12 regions. Even Communismdid better than that and
failed. That's what was said, you know, when the honmework
| was given by ASRC was back in 1977.

Wien the elders first got together, the main thing we
were worri ed about was when the freshwater touches the
saltwater, this is where the food chain in the Arctic
begi ns. You cannot destroy that because if you do, you
have broken the food chain of the Arctic Ocean. And when
you |l ook at from Point Barrow going out 200 mles to 168
mles west of Wangell Island going out 200 mles, this
turned out to be the last third of the world' s nursery.

This is the last third of the world's fish nursery.
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That's got to be protected.

Remenber when the Yukon River had no fish that one
year? That occurred because the seism c was bei ng done
off of work -- off of WAinwight all across. The fish
that used to go down to the rivers in the southern part of
Al aska, eastern part of Asia and northern part of Japan,

t hose fish were chased into the Arctic Ccean.

Renenber the elders when they all got together, they
said, do not break that food chain where the freshwater
touches the saltwater. You cannot break that. And then
when you | ook at the Statehood Act, the so-called purchase
of Al aska, when you |l ook at that, Al aska came up wth the
St at ehood Act that said Section 9(a) and (b), Section
10(a) and (b), the northerly and the westerly boundari es
of the state of Alaska is five mles north of the
Por cupi ne, Yukon and Kuskokwi mRiver. This is in the
St at ehood Act .

Renenber when Ni xon cane through? N xon warned the
| egi sl ature, you have got five years to change your
constitution. |If you don't change it, you are going to be
stuck with it. And with Section 9(a) and (b), 10(a) and
(b), Nixon was trying to warn Al aska about. They never
changed it, so the northerly and the westerly boundari es
of the state of Alaska is five mles north of the

Por cupi ne, Yukon, Kuskokwim 182, the Arctic policy was
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passed by Congress. Over 84 percent said the PYK,

Por cupi ne, Yukon and Kuskokwimis still intact in 1982.
This is what, you know, Congress said. 84 percent of
Congress voted, yep, the PYKis still intact.

That means when you read that, this town is 440 mles
north of the northernnost part of Al aska. Those words
have never been changed in the land clains, in the
St at ehood Act. Those are still like that. Unless they
have changed the English | anguage, we are north of the
state of Al aska.

And | was -- when | was hired by ASRC, they wanted ne
to find a safe way to devel op offshore. | | ooked and
| ooked. | got three coll ege degrees. Never found the
safe way because the way the industry expl ores has never
changed fromthe day it first struck oil.

That we have to be very careful about because our
food chain begins where the freshwater touches the
saltwater. Wth global warm ng occurring, this town is
going to be 254 feet under the water. That nmeans this
town has to nove up to Umat again. That neans all the
oil that's been di scovered and being exploited is going to
be al nost 300 feet under the ocean.

And they struck oil offshore. True. That's true.
Except the oil they struck is in the formation that's too

tight and it can't flow Qut of the 16 wells di scovered
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offshore, they had to frac 13 wells out of the 16. And
those 13 wells only flowed for three weeks, according to
t he manager of those wells for the industry, which I net
about two weeks ago.

The el ders, when we put themall together, 60 years
and ol der from Canada, Al aska, northwestern part, western
part, and the Yup'iks, we put themall in one room The
borough paid for it here. And when we put themall
together, the first thing they were worried about was we
have to protect where we feed ourselves from

The authority that canme fromthe tribe created our
whal i ng comm ssion, which nmakes it sonething to be very
proud of, as you heard fromthe previ ous speakers.

That oil you are going after is not the only oil.

The offshore. On the eastern part of the Rocky Mountains,
the largest oilfield had been struck, and that's all sweet
oil. They say no sulphur. It flows easy, mddle of the
|l and, and it's nore than enough to take care of Anerica,
Canada and Mexico for over 1,000 years. W are not even
tal ki ng about the tar sands in Al berta, Mntana or

Col orado, which is another couple thousand years of oil.
We got nore than enough oil on land to destroy our planet.
We don't have to go and destroy an ocean just to make a
handf ul of conpani es get rich.

And you can understand what | said. | use the
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satellite, infrared satellite by Land Stat 3. Took NASA
over three years to figure out, you know, how nuch to
charge ne for those pictures. And with that, | was

| ooking a quarter mle bel ow the surface and found

m nerals, oil and gas, all that, you know, that we have in
our hand. W have all the mnerals of the northern part
of the state owned by our corporation. That's ours. W
are not poor, and we are not w thout resources. And the
world is not running out of oil.

M5. NICOLE HAYES: So | think that's going
to conclude the public comrent part of our neeting
tonight, the public testinony part. W do still have sone
forns for people to fill out if people want to fill out
forms. And sonmething | had talked to a few fol ks about
was com ng back in a few weeks. People wanted to get
t oget her and just go through the EI'S and the structure of
the EI'S and what the alternatives are about.

So I'"'mgoing to be coordinating wth I CAS and the
Native Village of Barrow and the North Sl ope Borough. So
If there is an interest in that, people have ny contact
information. You can definitely reach out to ne.

W t hank everybody for com ng out tonight, and we
definitely appreciate all the comments that we have heard.
Thank you.

(Proceedi ngs adjourned at 8:46 p.m)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY A. VAVRI K, RVR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken before
nme at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcri bed under ny direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that tinme; and that | amnot a party to nor have

| any interest in the outcone of the action herein

cont ai ned.

| N W TNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscri bed
ny hand and affixed ny seal this _ day of February
2019.

MARY A. VAVRI K,
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Not ary Public for Al aska

My Conm ssion Expires: Novenber 5, 2020
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