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P-ROGEEDI-NGS
MARY SCHALLERT: My nane is Mary Schallert. |
want to go on record with a no to opening ANVR A big no.
As many no's as | can get. That will be all.

BRENDA HEW TT: My name is Brenda Hewitt,

He-wi-t-t, and | live in Wasilla, and | have lived in
Al aska for 52 years now, and this is really what | wanted
to say. | have been waiting for this devel opnent to
happen for nost of nmy life. | just think it's about tine

for it to happen, and | know nost of the comments you're
going to get are probably anti, and | just want to make
sure that sonebody is able to go in and say, oh, yes,

pl ease, you know. Do all the protections that you need to
to do to make sure that we keep the environnent as best we
can, take care of the animals, but, you know, there is
lots of oil in there, let's get it out and put it in the
pi peline. Keep it noving. That's it.

JASON GRENN:. My nane is Jason Genn. |'mhere
today representing nyself as a fourth generati on Al askan,
who is raising a fifth generation of Al askans. | believe
that the Departnent of Interior should conplete the final
EIS, as | do support a lease sale on lands in the 1002
area. Thank you.

CHARLES PASKVAN: Charl es Paskvan, and |'m here

to nmake comment on the Section 1002 of ANVVR, and |'mfully
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behi nd t he devel opnent of our resources as was guaranti ed
under our statehood agreenent with the federal governnent,
as agreed to under the ANILCA Act where they prom sed to
all ow t he devel opnent of Section 1002 after seismc
testing. W have finally been allowed to go out there and
do the testing and do the | easing and devel op our
resour ces.

This is a major part of Alaska's future to have
t he coastal plain devel oped for the enpl oyees of the
state, state jobs, for teachers, the school system that
t hey need the royalties paid into the state to help fund
all these prograns that everybody is conpl ai ni ng about
bei ng unable to get the funding for the projects and for

the kids. Always got to say: For the children.

This is not about ne. |'msem retired right
now. | would have liked to have worked nore in ny past
years, but I'msurviving. The key here is for the next

generations, the devel opment of the resources on the
coastal plain will be an incredible asset for the state of
Al aska and the national security. W don't have to buy
oil fromterrorist-sponsored states. W' re providing jobs
in Anerica and the wealth stays in Anerica and takes care
of Ameri cans.

The anmount of oil flow ng down the pipeline

right nowis a quarter of capacity. If we had a ful
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pi peline, we would not have the problens that we have. |
spent the |ast six years of ny work working as pipeline
safety. I'"'mnationally-accredited in safety. And | could
go into punp stations, and | would see that the | ow fl ow
rate has caused the pipeline to have cold spots and icing
up in certain low points. This is becom ng an issue on
the pipeline. So if we had a full pipeline, if we had a
mllion barrels a day goi ng down the pipeline, you would
have the oil that is hot enough to keep that safe, and
you' d had enough royalties to pay for all these projects |
was just referring to previously.

Next, on the caribou mgration, the caribou in
the National WIdlife Refuge, Section 1002. Now, |
wat ched a Nati onal Geographi c docunentary on cari bou, and
they said that after a caribou is two nonths old, it could
out maneuver -- this tiny little calf and | watched the
video. It could out maneuver the fastest healthiest wolf.
There was the video. | watched it. There was a little
cari bou out maneuvering a hungry wolf. The wolf coul dn't
catch this little calf that was about three nonths ol d.

So the caribou | ove downt own Prudhoe Bay. | was
i n downt own Prudhoe Bay in 1992, and | saw the central
cari bou herd cross over the road in front of nme for over
45 mnutes. There was mles of caribou going south. This

is like md August. | can't renmenber the exact week, but
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the point is all these caribou were born in downtown
Prudhoe Bay area, and they do their calving in Prudhoe
Bay, and so their calves when they are born, they are
safe. Their calves are safe because they don't |eave the
Prudhoe Bay area for a few nonths. So they are strong
enough and heal thy enough after they | eave the Prudhoe Bay
area to out maneuver the wolves. So the caribou |ove
downt own Prudhoe Bay. | have been around the oilfield
enough to know that. | have seen them get up on the
gravel pad to get away fromthe nosquitoes, to scratch

t heir back on the well head, the houses there. They
scratch their body agai nst the buil di ngs because
nosqui t oes bother them but they get away fromthem a
little bit up on at that gravel. That's nice. So there
is no argunent that is nore for the devel opnment than

wat ching the cari bou being safe and protected fromthe
wolves in their first two nonths as cal ves.

And they manage to nove through the whol e
oilfield unobstructed. People that work there, we nake
sure that they are not bothered, and they can, you know,
take their tinme going across the road. W sit and wait.
We're good. W take very good care of the wildlife up
there. Any wildlife issues, they are always first. Wen
the oil conpanies are in the area, we take care of the

wldlife first, and then we do out best to find sone oi
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and create jobs.

The potential for a great discovery in the
Nat i onal Petrol eum Reserve is so inportant for this
country, for the state, for jobs for the individuals.

Now, | was talking with this young gentl enman who owns --
he's a Native, lives in Kaktovik village, which is in
Section 1002, and | was at Fred Meyer's, and he saw ne and
he recogni zed ne. He said, | know your dad. And we
started chatting, and | says, so what are you doi ng down
here in Anchorage. He goes, well, you know, | live
actually in Kaktovik, but |I come to Anchorage once in a
while. | said, howis it living in Kaktovi k? He says,
wel |, how would you |ike pay $7.50 for a gallon of
gasoline when you're sitting on a world class oil deposit
t hat they have ownership of. They have a | ot of |and
there in Native lands. | think it's 70-, 80,000

acres that the Natives own.

The people | have talked to that are part of the
nati onal coastal plain there in Kaktovik village, they
want to have that oil devel oped. They want to have the
opportunity to create jobs for their people in that area,
and they should have the right to do it. It's their
| ands. He was adamant. He wanted it devel oped, and this
was |i ke half a dozen years ago | talked to him so | was

still working up on the pipeline at that tine, and it was
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pretty nice to chat wwth hima bit, tal king about ny dad.
My dad has passed now. | was born here.

Sonet hi ng has to happen for every reason. You
know, you can listen to these environnentalist and they
wll tell you, oh, it's the wong pl ace, go sonewhere
el se, and then you go sonmewhere else, and they'll say, oh,
this is the wong place, go sonewhere el se. You know,

t hey get such a power charge by being able to tell you go
sonmewhere el se, and you're stupid enough to | et them push
you around, and it ain't right.

These people, | asked this one environnmentali st
who worked for the WI derness Society, | said, so, who's
payi ng you these big wages to be an environnentalist? She
wouldn't tell nme. | said, | know the Saudis, they don't
want the coastal plain devel oped, and | bet you any anount
of noney these Saudis are contributing noney to these
envi ronnental groups, and they say they are doing it out
of |love, the environnmental groups, but they are doing
anything they can -- these Arab countries are doing
everything they can financially to stop the devel opnent of
Anerican resources because they want their oil sold to us.

Lord willing, we will get this done. Thank
you, you all have a good day.

CATHY DUXBURY: Cat hy Duxbury, and |I'm

testifying for nyself, and I"mhere in support of drilling
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in ANVR. |I'mnot going to give a long statenent, but the
truth is the people that are getting up there are giving a
|l ot of msinformation. W need to drill in ANVR we need
jobs. They can do it responsibly and it nakes sense. The
person up there right nowis scream ng for education, but
where do you think the noney cones fron? It has to be
done. And by the way: WMake Al aska great agai n.

JANI S BRONSON: My nane is Janis Bronson. |I'm
going to give the court reporter ny witten statenent.
Thank you.

ALBERT FOGE: M/ nane is Al bert Fogle, and I
represent the Al aska Chanber as well as nyself in these
Vi ews.

As vice president of the Al aska Chamber, |I'm
talking to you today in strong support for the proposed
oil and gas |ease programthat would allow |imted
activity within the non-w | derness coastal plain of ANVR
Here are sone bullet points that | feel are paranount to
the oil and gas | ease program which will allow activity
w thin the non-w | derness coastal plain of ANVR

One, responsible oil and gas devel opnment in the
smal | fraction of ANVWR proposed for leasing will help
ensure Anerica's energy security for decades and al |l ow
Al aska and our nation as a whole to realize the benefits

t hat cone from expandi ng energy production in Al aska.
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Two, the DEIS includes a w de range of
alternatives which contain neasures to avoid or mtigate
surface inpacts and m ni mze ecol ogi cal disturbances
t hroughout the the program area.

Three, under the three devel opnent alternatives
the footprint of production and support facilities wll be
limted to no nore than 2,000 surface areas of the 1.2
mllion square acres of the 1002 area, which is the non-
W | derness portion of refuge's coastal plain that is
equi valent to just .01 percent of ANNR s 19.3 mllion
acres.

Nunber four, energy production fromthe non-

W | derness coastal plain has the potential to offset a
decline in Lower 48 shale production, which is expected to
comence in approxi nately a decade. Wthout Iimted oi
devel opnent on the coastal plain, Arerica wll be forced
once again to rely on foreign inports of oil. Wth
limted devel opnent in ANWR, America and Al aska can grow

t he econony and reduce dependence on foreign oil.

Nunmber five, the program area covered by the
DEI' S contains an estimated 7.68 billion barrels of
technically recoverable oil and seven trillion cubic feet
of natural gas.

Six, Alaska's economc lifeline, TAPS or the

Trans- Al aska Pi peline System is now running at
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three-quarters enpty. New oil production fromthe coastal
plain has the potential to reverse throughput in TAPS, a
vital conponent of Anerican's energy infrastructure.

Seven, oil devel opnent on a fraction of the
coastal plain would create thousands of jobs nationw de
and in Al aska generating billions of dollars in governnent
revenue for public services, keep energy prices for
Aneri can consuners affordable, and further inprove energy
security for decades into in the future.

Nunmber ei ght, since the non-w | derness coast al
plain is less than 60 mles from TAPs, devel opnent of
energy resources is one of the nost environnmentally sound
ways to increase oil production in Al aska.

Nunmber nine, thanks to continuing inmprovenents
i n technol ogy, practice, and oversight, the oil industry
has denonstrated over the past 40 years that North Sl ope
ener gy devel opnent and environnental stewardship can and
do coexist. The industry has a proven track record of
responsi bl e devel opnent in sensitive areas, protecting the
environnent, wldlife, and subsi stence needs of | ocal
resi dents.

Nunber 10, advances in technol ogy have greatly
reduced the footprint of developnment in the Arctic. As
much as 60-plus square ml|es can now be devel oped from a

single 12-to-14 acre gravel drill site. Newdrilling
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capabilities are being devel oped that may increase the
subsurface devel opnment possible fromthe same drill site
as nuch as 150-plus square nmiles. The net effect is ever
decreasi ng i npact on surface resources.

| think the next one is 12. Devel opnent of
Nat i ve- owned | and on the non-w | derness coastal plain wll
provi de significant econom c benefits for the Al aska
Nati ves on the North Sl ope as well throughout the state
t hrough direct paynent of royalties and revenue sharing
anong the Al aska Native corporations and their
shar ehol ders.

13, polls have consistently shown that Al aska
overwhel m ngly support responsible oil and gas devel opnent
in the non-w | derness portion of ANNR  There is no valid
reason why we should not be allowed to access the world
class resources within just a mnuscule fraction of the
coastal plain.

14, while renewable energy is a grow ng part of
Anerica's energy portfolio, it is still projected to
account for a mnority of Anerican energy production in
2040. New oil and gas production will be required to
power America' s econony and can serve as a bridge until
renewabl e energy becones a dom nant resource decades into
the future.

The final point, the coastal plain was
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specifically identified for Congress pursuant to Section
1002 of ANILCA for its potential for oil and natural gas
resources. G| and gas fromthe non-w | derness portion of
the coastal plain is an inportant resources of neeting our
nati on's energy demands and achi evi ng energy dom nance.

We continue to support the ANWR section to be
devel oped for oil and gas. Any questions, please contact
nysel f.

PETER STOKES: M nane is Peter J. Stokes. |I'm
a professional petrol eum engi neer working for
Petrot echni cal Resources of Alaska. | amtestifying on
behal f of nyself, ny wife, ny three offspring who work in
Anchorage, and ny five grandkids and their future.

| grew up on the Kenai Peninsula, went to
col l ege in Fairbanks, and |I have been working in oil and
gas, starting in Alaska, with jobs in other states and
overseas and working for the last 18 years in Anchorage.

| strongly support the proposed oil and gas
| ease programthat would allow limted activity within the
non-w | derness portion of the coastal plain of ANVR
Responsi bl e oil and gas devel opnent in the snmall 1002 area
of ANWR proposed for leasing will allow Al aska and our
nation as a whole to realize the benefits that have cone
from expandi ng energy production in Al aska.

The footprint of production and support
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facilities will be limted to no nore than 2,000 surface
acres of the 1.6 mllion acre 1002 area, which is the non-
W | derness portion of the refuge's coastal plain. That is
just .01 percent of AN\R' s 19.3 mllion acres.

The program area covered by the DEIS contai ns an
estinmated 7.68 billion barrels of technically recoverable
oil and seven trillion cubic feet of natural gas.

Al aska's economc lifeline, the Trans-Al aska
Pi peline System is now running at three-quarters enpty.
New oi |l production fromthe coastal plain has the
potential to reverse throughput in TAPS, a vital conponent
of Anerican energy infrastructure. Since the
non-w | derness coastal plain is less than 60 mles from
TAPS, devel opnent of energy resources there is one of the
nost environnentally sound ways to increase oil production
i n Al aska.

O | devel opnent on a fracture of the coasta
pl ain woul d create thousands of jobs nationw de, generate
billions of dollars in government revenue for public
servi ces, keep energy prices for Anerican consuners
af fordabl e and further inprove energy for decades into the
future.

Due to i nprovenents in technol ogy, practices,
and oversight, the oil industry has denonstrated over the

past 40 years that North Sl ope energy devel opnent and
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envi ronnental stewardship can and do coexist. The energy
has a proven track record of responsi bl e devel opnent in
sensitive areas, protecting the environnent, wildlife, and
subsi stence needs of |ocal residents.

Advances in technol ogy have greatly reduced the
footprint of developnment in the Arctic. As much as
60- pl us square m | es can now be devel oped froma single
12-acre gravel drill site. Newdrilling capabilities are
bei ng devel oped for the North Slope that will increase the
subsurface devel opnent possible fromthe sane size dril
site to as nmuch as 150-plus square mles. This results
smal l er inpacts on surface resources.

Devel opnment of Native-owned | ands on the
non-w | derness coastal plain would provide significant
econom ¢ benefits to Al aska Natives on the North Sl ope as
wel | as throughout the state through direct paynent of
royal ti es and revenue-sharing anong of the Al aska Native
corporations and their sharehol ders.

The coastal plain was specifically identified by
Congress, pursuant to section 1002 of ANILCA, for its
potential for oil and gas resources, and natural gas
resour ces.

Once again, for the benefit of Al aska Natives,
both on the North Slope and in all Al aska, benefit to the

state and for future jobs for ny grandchildren, | fully
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support the exploration and | easing of the coastal plain
area of ANVR

ALLEN R THOWSON. M/ nane is Allen Thonpson.
I have lived in this state for 57 years and have seen a
very wi de range of devel opnent, both good and bad, and |I'm
a biologist, and | have lived in the Arctic for eight
years in both Anaktuvuk Pass and Wai nwight, which is
accessible to the ANWR regi on.

| specialize in botany and insect devel opnent of
the Arctic, and | have worked cooperatively with village
el ders from bot h Anaktuvuk Pass and Wai nwight in terns of
hi storical ethnic studies, especially as it relates to
wildlife, and I have physically explored the nountai nous
and coastal plain of ANVWR on nunerous occasions. | feel
that | have a good study of what |I'mabout to say in terns
of being in favor of devel opnent in the ANWR region.

My first point is that in ny experience in the

Arctic and nmy experience in the years that | have lived in
Al aska, | have seen the oil conpanies do a conparatively
fair job. 1In the last 10 years it's been an exceptionally

good j ob because of the pressure of the public, both
environnental and the general public, to hold devel opnent
in the Arctic to a high standard of safety.

|"min favor of devel opnent in ANWVR | think

that the state of Al aska woul d benefit measurably,
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financially, educationally, and historically as well, for
t hat ki nd of devel opnment.

In summary, | would like to specify that many of
t he peopl e who are opposed to ANWR devel opnent have not
had t he experience that |1've had both on site as well as
w th the indi genous people who live in the region, and I
feel that they are not being ethically, nor are they being
educationally sound, in their argunent for not devel oping
t he ANVR

In further summary, | want to go on the record
as being in favor of developnent, and | would |like to see
t hi s happen rat her soon. Thank you.

VWENDY LI NDSKOOG: My nane is Wendy Li ndskoog.
' man Anchorage resident. | cone froma long |ine of
Al askans. | want to voice ny support for the current
draft EI'S process and a conpetitive oil and gas program
for the | easing, devel opnent, and production of oil and
gas in the coastal plain of ANNR | support Alternative B
that would offer the maxi num acres for | ease sale.

| believe the oil industry in A aska for the
| ast 40 years has proven it can safely can develop oil and
gas resources while mnimzing environnental inpacts.
Advances in technol ogy have greatly reduced the footprint
of devel opnent in the Arctic. As nuch as 60-plus square

mles can now be devel oped froma single 12-to-14 acre
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gravel drill site. Newdrilling capabilities are being
devel oped that may increase the subsurface devel opnent
possi ble fromthe sane size drill site to as nuch as
150-plus square mles. The net effect is an ever
decreasi ng i npact on surface resources.

Responsi bl e oil and gas devel opnent in the snal
part of ANWR proposed for leasing will insure Anerica's
energy security for decades and all ow Al aska to realize
t he benefits that conme from expandi ng energy production.
By 2040 the world will still need over 50 percent of its
energy to cone fromfossil fuel. | believe Al aska is an
I nportant part of that future supply chain.

Finally, the Trans-Al aska Pipeline Systemis now
running at three-quarters enpty. New oil production from
t he coastal plain has the potential to reverse throughput
in TAPS, a vital conponent of Anmerican energy
i nfrastructure.

JAMES FUEG M nane is Janes Fueg. M address
I's PO Box 670236, Chugi ak, Al aska.

' mtestifying today to ask BLMto sel ect
Alternative B of the coastal plain Gl and Gas Leasing
Program Draft EI'S and to authorize oil and gas devel opnent
in the coastal plain of the Arctic National Wldlife
Ref uge.

The history of oil and gas devel opnent on the

M dni ght Sun Court Reporters (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

20

North Sl ope of Al aska clearly and definitively shows that
devel opnent in the area can be done safely and responsibly
with mninml inpacts to the environnent and fauna of the
area. This is in contrast to nmany ot her areas of the
worl d where oil and gas devel opnent is not done to the
sane standards as here in Alaska. Additionally, by

| everagi ng the existing production infrastructure in the
regi on, such as the Trans- Al aska Pipeline, and utilizing
recent technol ogi cal advances, such as extended reach
drilling, the footprint associated with this devel opnent
can be significantly reduced relative to what woul d be
required in other areas of the country.

For econom c and security reasons, the United
States needs to becone self-sufficient wwth respect to oil
production and this area offers one of the best
opportunities for long-termself-sufficiency as we work
towards a future of reduced oil consunption. This change
w ||l not happen over night, and it would be irresponsible
not to plan for sufficient domestic production as we go
through this transition.

For the State of Al aska, and those of us who
live here, this devel opnent can be an inportant boost to
our econony bringi ng nuch needed jobs and revenue to an
area where they are sorely needed. This topic is one |

have frequently discussed with ny friends and nei ghbors,
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and it is rare to find an Al askan who does not support
devel opnent of the oil resources in ANWNR, or one who does
not believe that it can be done in a safe and responsible
manner .

Again, | encourage BLMto select Alternative B
of the Coastal Plain Gl and Gas Leasing Program DEI S and
to authorize oil and gas devel opnent in the coastal plain
of the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge. Thank you.

BETHANY MARCUM M nane is Bethany Marcum In
| ast year's federal tax reformlaw, Congress opened up
area 1002 for oil and natural gas |easing. That decision
should ultimately boost oil production by 1.45 mllion
barrels a day. Mre that U S. currently inports from
Saudi Arabia. The Departnent of Interior recently

confirmed plans to | ease 2,000 surface area of area 1002

21

to energy conpani es beginning in 2019. Tapping into these

ri ch resources woul d boost Al aska's econony, which
currently suffers froma 7.1 percent unenpl oynent rate,
t he highest in the nation.

Al askans are eager to responsibly reap ANVWR s
bounty. In a 2016 survey, nore than 90 percent of
regi stered Al askan voters agreed that increasing donestic
production of oil and natural gas would create jobs and
stinul ate our econony. Nationw de, opening area 1002 for

ener gy production would create up 130,000 jobs. Al told
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ANVR energy production would bring in 1.1 billion in
federal revenue over the next 10 years, and as nuch as 296
billion in the com ng decades.

Sone fol ks are concerned about the environnental
I npacts, but spills are unlikely. In fact,
environnental ists started a website in 2015 to track
spills, but their page has not docunented a single spil
I n Al aska since that tine.

Wth the recent steps to open area 1002 for
devel opnent, | awrakers have put the country on the path to
prosperity and energy independence. | urge the BLMto
pr oceed.

FENTON REXFORD: Thank you for the opportunity
to present ny coments. M nane is Fenton Rexford. |
cone fromthe comunity of Kaktovik where I was born and
rai sed to speak to you on behalf of ny people and nyself.

| know you all visited ny community | ast week
and have been traveling across our region while you are in
Al aska, and | hope your visit has been a good one.

As a rem nder, Kaktovik is the only community
within the boundaries -- | repeat: Kaktovik is the only
community within the boundaries of the Arctic Nati onal
Wldlife Refuge. More inportantly, we are the only
community within the 1002 coastal plain.

First, I would like to give you a short history
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of our land and our relationship wth outside groups.
Grow ng up we consi dered our honeland to extend fromthe
Continental Divide in the Brooks Range to the Arctic
Ccean, from Sagonvani k on the west, well into Canada on
the east. Qur tribe had over 23 mllion acres of |and

t hat we have inhabited, used for hunting, fishing and
gat hering and raised our famlies for over 11,000 years.

Then in the 1970s the governnent took our 23
mllion acres and gave us back 92,000 acres around our
village. The deal was that this |and they gave us was
| ocked up. W couldn't use it. Now it is part of
wildlife refuge. W were unable to access our Native
allotnents and i nhol di ngs, and have been unable to access
our subsistence use sites wth three- or four-wheelers.

Because of changes in the designation of the
| and we have called hone for thousands of years, we now
live with the extrene restrictions on how we can use our
own | and.

Now sone outside groups that do not call the
coastal plain hone want to increase the restrictions, so
tourists and environnentalists can safely enjoy the
illusion that they are protecting the pristine original
state. These people forget there are actually humans who
live in the 1002 area who can and want to coexist with

responsi bl e devel opnent and protect our indi genous
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lifestyle.

All all too often the national debate franes
devel opnent and preservation as an either or argunent as
I f preservation cannot exist together. Wthin the |Inupiat
community we believe this is a false nodel and one that is
I1l1-fitted to the realities of our existence. W do not
need to choose between the long-held traditions that are
our birthright and the econom c security that conmes wth
oil and gas devel opnent of our resources, as |long as that
devel opnent is done responsibly and with concern to | ocal
communities in mnd.

Utimately, the Arctic is a region with an
interest in striking a bal ance between envi ronnent al
stewardshi p and economc growh. As lnupiat, we nmaintain
our traditional values while our culture continues to
evol ve and adapt to the changing world around us. W are
not an exhibit in a nuseum nor should the | ands that we
have survived and thrived on for centuries be | ocked away
for the piece of mnd of those fromfar away places. This
school of thought amounts to nothing nore than green
colonialism |and grabbing in the name of the environnent.

The Arctic is a vast vibrant diverse area that
cones Wi th uni que challenges as well as huge opportunities
to better the lives of our people who live init. CQur

peopl e know that industry and wildlife can coexist. Based
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on our experience, we have strong confidence in the North
Sl ope Borough's ability to protect our wldlife, natural
wi ldlife environment, and resources from adverse inpacts,
particularly if decisions are nade after considering |ocal
I nput and subsi stence resources such as cari bou.

Responsi bl e devel opnent in the coastal plain
means our people wll continue to have access to running
wat er and flush toilets throughout our regi on. Responsible
devel opnent neans access to high schools, health care
facilities, public safety and infrastructure. Things that
peopl e fromoutside recall Al aska take for granted. For
many of mny generation the only option for school beyond
eighth grade was attend to I ndian School in the Lower 48.
Now we're able to provide our children wth high school
education at honme on the North Sl ope.

The | nupi at have al ways been able to adapt and
enbrace the opportunities we are given. W consider the
resources the land provides to be our greater gift. W
consi der what cones from bel ow the ground as a synbol of a
gift just as inportant as the gift of the whales we catch
and the berries we gather from our honel and.

You do not have to tell the Kaktovikm ut who
lived on this |and for generations the inportance of our
land. W see it. W knowit. W depend onit. W are

part of it. Wth this collaboration between the federal
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governnent, our |ocal people, and the groups commtted to
limted environnental conservation, we can secure the
protection of this land for generations to cone.

We have very inportant -- we have sonething very
I nportant in common that often gets lost in this debate.
We all share a commtnent to protecting this land, and if
we work together in pursuit of this goal, even as we
passionately disagree, | know that we wll be successful.
Those tenpted to take the easy route and reduce this issue
to black and white, for versus agai nst, Republicans
agai nst Denocrats, industry versus environnent, people
versus animals, and, yes, collaboration is difficult and
takes tine, but the outcone will be a |land that has the
potential to peacefully sustain both hunman and wldlife
communities will into the future.

| want to be clear on one last thing. | love ny
GmM ch'in brothers and sisters, who not take the bait of
non- gover nnent organi zations. They do not speak for us.
We nust not |let themdivide us. W were here thousands of
years before they stepped foot on our sacred | ands, and |
prom se you, we will be here for thousands of years after
the oil and gas has gone. | extend ny hand out to you,
the Gum ch'ins, that this devel opnent can occur safely
W thin our region. W support it and we want you to as

well, as we have proven that the right bal ance of
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devel opnent and conservation is what has allowed us to
live the best of both worl ds.

| have seen nunerous famly menbers of mne go
off to college and start careers. W have better health,
better infrastructure and better quality of life. |
beli eve we can do it safely and responsibly. Do not |et
the NGOs divide us. This is our decision, and while I'm
al ways m ndful of the need to protect the environnent and
our way of life, the borough and the majority of our
resi dents have | ong supported careful devel opment of oi
and gas resources in the coastal plain of ANVR

Qur people, working through the North Sl ope
Bor ough, and our regional corporation wll act in the sane
careful, responsible, and cauti ous manner we have in
dealing with our | and and seas. W have the greatest
stake possible in seeing that any and all devel opnent is
done in such a way to keep this | and safe, because this is
our world. It is where we live. It holds the remains of
our ancestors, and it holds the economc future of our

state's children and grandchildren. God bless you all.

ERIC WARD: My nane is Eric Ward. |'mfrom
Anchorage, Alaska. | want to offer ny support in
devel oping the ANVR drilling area. | think it's inportant

for the security of Anerica. Nobody drills cleaner than

the United States of Anerica. | think drilling can be
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done and still protect the environnent. It's inportant
that Anericans do the developnent. | think for Alaska, it
makes sense. The environnmental inpact is minimal in terns
of the percentage of |and that woul d be devel oped under
this plan, and | just want to offer that as an Al askan and
an Anerican, as sonebody who has children, who is
concerned about our national security, | want to put ny
support for the devel opnent of this area. Thank you.

RYAN MCKEE: Ryan McKee, and |I'm speaking in

favor of opening ANMR for drilling, mainly because of the
econom ¢ inpacts that it will have for the state, the
econom c prosperity it wll bring to rural Al aska,

specifically with job creation where jobs are pretty
scarce. |In addition, the filling of the pipeline right
now i s about three-quarters enpty. ANAR would definitely
help refill the pipeline and bring a |ot nore econonic
prospective to Al aska. Thanks.

GEORGE SIELAK: My nane is George Sielak. I'ma
Kuukpi kmut fromthe community of Nuiqgsut, which in our
| anguage nmeans People of the Colville River.

I n Nuigsut, our relationship with the oil
i ndustry began at the Kuparuk fiel D 40 nmiles east of our
village, and then Al pine field, which our village lies
w thin, and we have the cl osest relationship with The

i ndustry, nostly in terns of distance, but also the
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relationship that such proximty requires.

Al pine was the first oil discovery on
Nat i ve- owned | ands, and we had to work hard to secure a
successful agreenent with the oil industry that provided
for education, training preference in contracting and
| ocal hire, but that al so protects the environnent and our
subsi stence resources through strict regul ati ons and the
creation of the Kuukpi k Subsi stence Oversi ght Panel that
provi des direct and ongoi ng |ocal input and oversi ght on
I ndustry activities.

Wien our people resettled in Nuigsut in 1973,
did we think we would be directly adjacent to oil fields
and industry activity; that we would be drawn so quickly
I nto western busi ness nodels, negotiating and fighting for
t he subsi stence rights of our people? No, of course we
did not. There have been road bl ocks, disappointnents,
set backs, and chall enges all along the way that we had to
face. It is a difficult bal ance between subsi stence and
t he cash econony that the nodern worl d demands we operate
on.

O course, no systemis perfect, and you w ||
not hear ne say that maintaining such an inportant bal ance
is easy. It takes constant vigilance, renegotiating,
cooperation, and conprom se, but it can be done. | know

because we are doing it in Nuiqsut, and we have | earned
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and adapted along the way, and | think that the fruit of
our | abor, as they say, speaks for itself.

Just over 45 years ago our people resettled in
the Colville River area and lived in tents on the tundra.
W ate only food that we would hunt and fish to survive in
tenperatures that got down to 40 below in the w nter
Today, we have a school; we have a health clinic, a store
and nodern houses and infrastructure, and we are worKking
now to get a nmuseumthat will honor and nenorialize the
hi story of our people. W cannot go back. W do not want
to go back. Qur young peopl e deserve the best that we
have to offer themin education, in opportunities, in
jobs, in life.

Today, one of the nost difficult issues that we
face is environnental organizations who try to influence
people that our way of life and culture will be damaged by
devel opnent. We work hard to maintain a delicate bal ance
bet ween subsi stence and responsi bl e devel opnent. W see
how ani mal s such as cari bou can coexist wth devel opnment
in ny village.

Wth respect to the Gnch'in people, |
under st and your concerns about the Porcupine caribou herd.
| want to share that in our community we are still able to
harvest cari bou even though we are in such close proximty

to devel opnent infrastructure.
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| also sit on the board of Arctic Education
Foundati on, which was started with seed noney from BP and
wor ks today to put our young people through coll ege and
job training prograns so they can follow their dreans
whet her that be on the North Slope or el sewhere.

| know that it can be difficult for young people
and for people that live many mles away to see that
per specti ve because you didn't experience what we did:
Haul i ng water, gathering driftwood for heat, every day a
constant battle of endurance and self-sufficiency to
survive. It is an honorable life that our people have
| ived for generations and there is nothing wong wth
forward notion, and the evolution of our culture to nodern
tines. W can only nove forward from here. W cannot go
back.

That is why | have cone to support the
Kakt ovi km ut who have fought so hard for decades to secure
t he sane opportunities for their village and people. Qut
of all the communities on the North Slope, and likely in
Al aska al t oget her, Kaktovi k has been treated the absol ute
worst by the federal governnent; the absolute worst. From
the mlitary relocations to the refuge and regul ati ons
pl aced on their subsistence, the federal governnent has
been very heavy handed in their interactions with the

Kakt ovi km ut .
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You, at the BLM have a real opportunity here to
correct sone of those wongs, and | hope that you wll not
| et outside voices and interests distract you fromthe
critical task that you have been assigned here. | hope
you will listen to the frustrations of the people that are
here today from Kaktovi k to speak to you and work to
correct the wongs done by past generations of your
departnent.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak.

Quyanag.

ROBERT ARCHI BALD: So |'m Robert Archibald. [|I'm
from Honer, Alaska. M/ comments on this is |I'mseriously
concerned about BLM especially with their funding and the
reduction of their personnel in the state. |'mjust
worried that their oversight is going to be conpronm sed
and and to get into the coastal plains right now with
their budget is going to be chewing off a little bit too
much.

So without better funding for BLM s oversight in
the state of Al aska, the federal government needs to | ook
at reality about what they want to do here. So | would
hope that they think seriously about postponing this until
they afford better oversight with enough personnel. Thank
you.

DENNI S WVALKER: My nane is Dennis Walker. [|I'ma
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resi dent of Anchorage, Al aska. | have worked on the North
Slope. Particularly one of nmy favorite projects on the
Sl ope has been working for ConocoPhillips when they have
been doing exploration. Those projects have been quite
meani ngful to nme as an individual and have been very fun
to do and to see the results and the firsthand process
that goes into exploration on the North Slope, and that's
why I'min favor of opening up the 1002 area, because |
see how responsi bly the exploration process is done, and
al so the operating of the field, in the operational phase.
| have heard many peopl e that have not worked or
been up to the North Sl ope make concerns about the inpacts
towldlife. | have seen firsthand that the wildlife does
coexist quite well with developnent in the oilfield. The
| ocals utilize ice roads and pernmanent gravel roads for
hunting and transportation which is a direct benefit to
t hem

I n cl osing, Al aska has sone of the best
practices to conplete and do a project and operate safely,
and in an environnental ly safe way.

CLAYTON GOODEN: My nane is Cayton Gooden. |1'm
here on behal f of NANA Regi onal Corporation. NANA
supports responsi bl e devel opnent of oil and gas in the
state of Al aska and believes it's possible to develop in

ANVR while mnimzing the inpact to the caribou. The area
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under consideration is a carefully defined and di screte
area and we're confident that it's possible to responsibly
develop in this area.

Devel opment in our region is mneral based, and
we know it is possible to develop responsibly while
protecting subsi stence resources and ensuri ng econom c
devel opnents that support communities, the state, and the
nati on.

Responsi bl e devel opment in the coastal plain
wi Il provide inportant opportunities for statew de
econom ¢ growt h as Al aska recovers fromthe recession.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment, and we
wll be submtting witten comments for the record.

REBECCA SENTNER: My nane i s Rebecca Sentner.
live in Anchorage, Al aska, and |I'm strongly agai nst oi
and gas developnent in the Arctic National Wldlife
Ref uge. | looked it up, in fact, and according to
the U S Fish and WIldlife Service website, the m ssion
of the National WIdlife Refuge systemis to adm nister a
nati onal network of |ands and waters for the conservati on,
managenment, and when appropriate, restoration of fish,
wildlife and plant resources and their habitats in the
United States for the benefit of present and future
generati ons of Americans.

| think that is a fantastic and worthy m ssi on,
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and it's sonething I'"m proud of an as Anerican that we
have that refuge system

| see devel opnent in the coastal plain in the
Arctic Refuge in direct conflict with this m ssion.
believe it will cause lasting damage to wildlife and
destroy the | andscape. And that certainly isn't to the
benefit of present or future generations.

|'"mworried that this | easing program process is
bei ng hurried along and that inportant environmental
i npacts are being overl ooked or ignored. | urge you to
stop the process and | eave the Arctic Refuge free fromoil
and gas devel opnent. Thank you.

RADA KHADJI NOVA: My nane i s Rada Khadji nova.
and |'mhere representing nyself, and thank you for the
opportunity to provide testinony for the coastal plain
El S.

|'"'mhere in support of EIS, and specifically |I'm
supporting the Alternative B proposed by BLM MW
per spective cones from25 years of living in Al aska and
working in the public/private sectors of our state,
primarily | work in environmental permtting, engineering
desi gn, and geotechni cal and geospati al data projects.
Energy production fromthe coastal plain has the potenti al
to extend the useful |life the Trans-Al aska Pipeline System

and provide needed economic security to our state and to
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our nati on.

I n revi ew ng docunments shared by BLM during the
scoping, | believe it is inportant to note that out of 19
mllion acres of ANWR, only 1.5 mllion acres of area 1002
I s under consideration for devel opnent, and out of those
1.5 mllion acres, only 2,000 acres could be used for
per manent production and support facilities at any given
tine. | believe this is a reasonabl e approach for
devel opnent that ains to mnimze unwanted inpacts to the
environnent and to naxi m ze positive econoni ¢ and soci al
benefits to the citizens of Al aska and beyond.

My firsthand experience working on the North
Sl ope, understandi ng of environnental permtting, and
conpliance process as well as continued inprovenments in
t echnol ogy have denopnstrated that North Sl ope energy
devel opnent and environnental stewardship can and do
coexist and will continue to deliver benefits to the
publi c.

Thank you for the opportunity.

JCE MATHIS: M/ nane is Joe Mathis. | live at
816 Cceanvi ew Drive, Al aska, Anchorage. 1|'m a 40-year
resident. | cane up here in 1975 and worked on the

trans- Al aska pi peli ne.
| spent 17 years working north of the Brooks

Range, and I'mcurrently the owner of a snall business
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canpground up here in Tal keetna cal |l ed Montana Creek
Canmpground. If it had not been for ny work in the oi

i ndustry and on the North Slope, | would not have been
able to buy that canpground and have that snall business.

So there is a positive benefit to the economc
activity going on on the North Slope, and |"'mfully
supportive of the opening of the Arctic National Wldlife
1002 area, and express ny support for that, and | hope
that this will nove forward with the opening of ANVR and
the permts required.

STEVE HHCKMAN:. My nane is Steve H ckman. |I'm
here representing nyself. |I'mfor the devel opnent in the
1002 area and for responsi bl e devel opnent, so that Al aska
has a future, so ny son has a future here.

That's about it.

CRAWCRD PATKOTAK: My nane is Crawford
Pat kot ak, P-a-t-k-o-t-a-k. And | would |like to speak a
little bit on the draft environmental inpact statenent on
the ANNR 1002 area, which is up for devel opnent.

| speak in the favor of responsi bl e devel opnent
within the 1002 area. | believe we have a strong history
and ties to that land to speak in authority over howit's
devel oped and who it's devel oped for.

The fight for land clains which was made by the

Arctic Slope in 1966 was based on three things: Land use
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and occupancy, trade and commerce, famly and kinship.

Land use and occupancy. W have used and
occupied the land since tinme imortal. W never lost it
in any war; we never sold to it to anyone, and we never
| ost in any which way. Never gave it up. So when the
Russi ans purchased Al aska, they never cane up north of the
Yukon River. They never dom nated us and that is proven
t hrough hi story.

Fam |y and kinship. W were related to one
anot her across the Sl ope and beyond the borders, and we
had a conpl ex tradi ng systemthat was in place before
west ern cont act.

So those are the main prem ses for the | and
clains. W received about a tenth of the |and that we
cl ai med understand ANSCA, Al aska Native Cains Settl enent
Act 92203. Wiich after the passage, we had very limted
access to the selection of those |ands. The NPRA, which
Is 23 mllion acres had al ready been | ocked up. The
Al aska Wildlife range at the tinme al ready had areas of
what is now know as ANWR | ocked up. State of Al aska had
already selected their lands within the Prudhoe area. So
we sel ected | ands based on what was i nportant to us, that
had to do with econom c opportunity, cultural inportance,
and what was inportant to our subsistence. And so the

boundaries of the Arctic Sl ope were set and based on that
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Al aska Native Clains Settlenent Act, so the whole northern
region i s |Inupiat region.

Wien Al aska Federation of Natives organi zed
there was certain rules that were set to keep continuity,
to keep peace within the Native groups of Alaska. One is
where we find commonality, we would work hard to fight for
sonething that we had in common. |[If there was an issue
that created tension and di sagreenent, it was put aside to
keep the peace within the Native community. And every
resolution that is considered at AFN i s supposed to be
non-controversial. It's supposed to have agreenent from
all regions. |If there was a problemw th one part of the
region, that would be set aside and try to work towards
what we can built in conmmon.

Where the rul es have been broken is where other
regions are trying to dictate what we can and cannot do
wth the resources within our region. That was not part
of ANSCA, and it was not part of the Al aska Federation of
Nati ves. W have the rights of the | nupiat people and how
we have fought hard for them both for our whaling rights
and land rights, and we need to keep intact those rights
for self-determnation, |ocal control. W have to have
our rights considered, our voice heard with a greater
wei ght than anyone el se since we are local, and we are the

nost i npacted by any kind of devel opnent.
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We believe in the right bal ance, responsible
devel opnent, perpetuation of our culture and our
subsi stence rights, and we believe they can go hand in
hand. It is not either or. W believe it can happen
si mul t aneously and be sust ai nabl e.

That is the end of ny comments.

LI NDSEY HAJDUK: My nane is Lindsey Haj duk. |
want to urge BLMto choose the no action, Alternative A,
in their final decision, regardl ess of what they believe
the tax code is mandating themto do. The inpacts of
seismc testing and oil and gas devel opnment are too great
for the area in the coastal plain. Alternative D1 and D2,
t hose areas, are no | ease areas, are not | arge enough to
adequately mtigate inmpact to the Porcupine caribou herd.

As well as Alternative C, the ability of directional

40

drilling underneath this coastal area for the caribou herd

woul d all ow seismc testing and ot her danagi ng devel opnent
to the habitat and the novenent of the Porcupine cari bou
her d.

On the eastern areas of the coastal plain, it
al so doesn't adequately permt for the Arctic cari bou
herds, especially during their sumrer mgration. During
nosqui to and bug season, they want be able to pass or
cross devel opnent.

And this is all seen within Nuigsut and all of
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the roads to ConocoPhillips devel opnent and within the
NPRA, and the inpacts they have on caribou mgration as
well as Red Dog Mne road in western Alaska is inpacted to
t he western Arctic caribou herd.

There have been studies for years on the
novenment changes by the cari bou. They have been seen to
cause |longer mgrations, and they wll nove faster,
further, and shorter anounts of tine, so it's not good for
t he health of the caribou, and all of these inpacts exi st
wi t hin Al aska and have been | ong studied by the BLM and
Fish and Wldlife Service and Fish and Gane for the state.

And all of those alternatives don't adequately
account for caribou inpacts, which are extrenely
I nportant, not only for Kaktovik, but also the GMch'in
communities off of the North Slope. They depend on the
sane cari bou, so do our First Nations partners in Canada,
and our treaties that are to protect caribou herds as
wel | .

| would also say there isn't an adequate buffer
al ong the coast for polar bears and other marine mammal s.
The Fish and Wldlife Service has | ong been considering a
buffer along the entire coast of the Arctic, and this is
only five percent of entire coast that currently is
protected from devel opnent, so it's really critical that

we have a | arge buffer for polar bear, and that is 10 to
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20 mles. It isn't little slivers as is outlined
Alternative C The buffer is not |arge enough. And
because there is no buffer in Alternative B, it is

I nadequat e protection for endangered species |ike the
pol ar bear.

So, again, | just urge BLMto nake a no action
alternative recommendation to the president and | eave the
coastal plain the way it is.

ERIC PARSONS: My nane is Eric Parsons. [|I'm
here today with ny son Finn, and | read the draft EI' S, and
| got to the executive sunmmary where it listed |ike the
overall inpacts, and not on that |ist was any nmention of
climate change as a result of burning up and using all the
fuels in, you know, in the ground as part of this | ease
zone, and | | aughed because this is supposed to be an
envi ronnental inpact statenent, and it's mssing, like,
one of the biggest environmental inpacts of all.

Then | started readi ng through the alternatives,
and wth all the attention to cari bou and ecol ogy and
wildlife in what is the Arctic National WIdlife Refuge,
only one alternative, D, had any real protections for
cari bou timng and cal ving seasons. | thought that was a
shock those would be the last two of the alternatives over
B and C

Additionally, there is 2,000 acre stipulation as
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far as | and usage, and | feel |ike BLM has taken the

absol ute m ni rum approach to how that coul d be
interpreted. | feel strongly that it should be total
usage of land for the entire devel opnent ever, because
it'"s like once that |land is disturbed, it's disturbed and
it's not going to heal for hundreds of years because its
the Arctic. And that doesn't take into account any kind
of reclamation, and they are also not counting things |iKke
borrow sites or gravel pits that they conduct.

But nost of all, I"mhere for this guy, ny son,
who it's his generation who has to |ive with our
decisions. I'mgetting all enotional about this.

VWhat we do to this earth will carry on to their
generation, and he's the one who is going to have to |live

with it, and, you know, the wild spaces are theirs to

i nherit.

That's all | got. Thanks.

MARIE DURIEZ: M/ nane is Marie Duriez. M
famly nane is Hopson. |I'mlnupiag, and ny famly is from
Utgiavik. | ama proud sharehol der of ASRC where ANVR
resi des.

Wiile | won't greet you in ny Native | anguage
| i ke those who claimto speak for ne and ny people, | am

proud to say that despite not being taught ny Native

| anguage by ny parents who never got a chance to |earn
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either, | can say with a hundred percent certainty that ny
Nati ve | anguage wll live forever as a result of one of
t he many benefits ny people have received fromresponsible
devel opnent in the Arctic Sl ope.

|"'mreferring to the I nupiat Rosetta Stone
project, which is nade able not only for our ASRC
sharehol ders, but the public free of charge. The | nupi at
| anguage will live forever through the benefits of natural
resource devel opnent. This is just one exanple of ny
cul tural benefits fromdevelopnment. | felt it was an
I nportant one to share today.

| stand with ny people of Kaktovik and their
right to responsi bly devel op natural resources in the
coastal plain, a small portion of the Arctic Refuge. A
smal | portion of land, | should add, that was prom sed to
us years ago by the federal governnment to nake our own
deci sions about. Qur Inupiat |eaders have fought for and
won to do what is best for our community and to fight to
ensure future generations can live a healthy and
sustai nable |ife.

We are | nupiag and have a deep respect for
nature. | see this in ny | eaders who are whaling
captai ns, hunters, teachers, and community | eaders.
Anyone who opposes this is claimng that our future

generations don't deserve a chance to live their best
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life. M leaders fight for the sacred, which is our
people. The elders, the famlies, the children, they are
sacred and they are our future.

" m proud to cone froma corporation that
doesn't cry and beg to be heard. W are heard. W set
the ternms for our future. W are not victins. W stand
wth and we listen to our people and our |land. No one
else has nore to lose in this | easing programthan those
who reside on the Arctic Slope. W are strong, and we are
resilient and support responsible devel opnent with our
eyes wide open. This is our |nupiagqg way of life.

| stand with Kaktovik, and | thank you for doing
t he sane.

DARLA MUNGUA: M/ nane is Darla Mungua. | am
hal f first-generation Sal vadoran Anmerican, Apache, Bl ack
and oppressor blood. | amindigenous.

| know for a fact the whole Ga ch'in | nupiaq
nati on does not stand, nor give consent to drill, as well
as nany other tribes and tribal beings, insects, w nged
four-legged and ocean |life around the worl d.

| know you see where we are snall in nunbers
here today, yet we're big in heart and spirit with
hundr eds of thousands of ancestors behind us. W speak
for all people in the world, including you and all who

cannot speak to you today.
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| wll not speak research facts. | know you have
heard themall. | wll speak fromthe laws of the spirit.
What is proposed is not newto the world, but another
tri be, another land. That can change here. Maybe you
personal |y cannot, but you can help. You can hel p your
own fate, change the wave | engths.

O hers tal k about jobs drilling will create.
Whio wi I | get those jobs; how exactly will drilling help
t hose communities, and why does Anerica need nore noney?
Wiy is noney nore of a priority over the preservati on of
t he earth?

Sure, this president is running Anerican further
into debt. Yet, look at all we already have. Do we

really need nore? There are healthy alternatives to

drilling. Fossil fuel is not the only option. For
exanple, henp oil. Fossil fuel will destroy all you hold
dear in your lifetinme. Fossil fuel will |eave us w thout
a future.

VWhat is sovereignty? Wat was sovereignty to
your ancestors? What is a sovereignty to you? Wat is
sovereignty to indi genous ancestors? What is sovereignty
t o i ndi genous peopl e today?

The elite, the new oppressors can fly to the
moon. | nean, Mars. Yet, Karma will neet themthere.

Science is a study of nature. Science is also
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t he nockery of nature. Science wll never exceed the
capacity of what nature can do. The ones in power can
betray that, but in 10, 15 years we will see the side
effects. | don't need 10, 15 years to know that once you

t ake nature outside of herself, she no | onger has the sane
attributes, and it's never for the good. Science has cone
to the sane concl usi ons we have been sensi ng.

| was going to say sonething along the |ines of
science is the white nan's perspective and nethod to
gat her how nature works. That is not how i ndi genous
peopl e connect with nature. That's it.

DORI McDANNOLD: My nane is Dori McDannold. [|I'm
from Pal nrer, Alaska. | have been a wi |l derness guide in
the Arctic National Wldlife Refuge and the Arctic in
general since 1998.

"' mone of the citizens of this state and this

country, along with the majority of people, who have

spoken up thus far on this issue of drilling in the Arctic
Ref uge who do not want to see any drilling in the Arctic
Refuge. | want to enphasize the majority, because that is

what every public process since this whol e i dea began has
shown, that the majority of the people who have spoken on
this issue do not want to see drilling in the refuge.

But that's not what we're really here about, per

se, because there is this draft EIS, and so what | see as
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a citizen of the state of A aska and the United States is
that the current adm nistration wants to push -- has
pushed the idea of opening up nost of the Arctic for
drilling. They want to see it drilled. Fromny
perspective, it's just a nere state of greed, and that in
this country with the capitalismand the greed that they
do not like the idea of limts or even the concept of what
I s enough.

So |l really want to pose the question of: Wat
i s enough when it cone to nore and nore drilling,
especially in the area like the Arctic refuge, which is
uni que and special in many, many ways frominhabitants
over thousands of years of the Native people and their
subsi stence right to the migratory birds and the habitat
for water fow and the Porcupine caribou herd, the I|i st
goes on and on. It's a consideration of when do we call,
in this county, enough is enough?

So ny question for this specific EI'S process, is
does it do enough to protect the water fow, the wldlife,
t he Porcupi ne caribou herd, the traditional uses of the
i ndi genous people? | would say no, it does not do enough,
and it needs to go much, rmuch further.

So overall | would say | would like to see no
pl an approved, and they go back and tell the

adm nistration that this is not a good idea. |If we have
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to pick a plan, I would pick D2, as that is the | owest
limting.

| would add the suggestion that if they don't
want to or if they are willing to recogni ze the val ue of
the refuge as a wildlife refuge, then they woul d consi der

finding a way to tell the oil conpanies, if they are going

to |l ease, that they can only drill from GCctober to the end
of April. | trust that if we were to push those
cor porations who neke billions of dollars off of our

resource that they would be able to conme up with the

i nnovation to do so: To drill only during the nonths of
Cct ober through the end of April. That is ny suggestion.
The end.

GRETCHEN STODDARD: My nane is Gretchen
Stoddard. |I'mfrom Anchorage, Alaska. |'mhere. I|I'm
happy that you are having this neeting and consi dering
openi ng the coastal plain to oil and gas devel opnment and
exploration, and | think that should nove forward.

It is -- the federal governnent owns a huge
percent age of Alaska, and it is -- to ne, we have a
regul atory schene that works and knows how to regul ate oil
and gas developnent. |t shouldn't be everywhere, but the
Al aska Arctic National WIldlife Refuge is the place to

have it. It is on shore instead of off shore. It seens

like it's easier to regulate it and control it, and there
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are operators in Alaska who can do it responsibly. There
are governnent agencies that are here, not only the
federal governnent regul ations, but there are state
regulations that will regulate the water usage and
interactions with wildlife and fish streans, and this is
the perfect place to have it.

G|l and gas devel opnent isn't going away any
time soon. To nme, it's nuch better to have it here than
| ndonesi a, or Angola or China. Let's do it in a place
where we can watch it and regulate it, and if we want to
work on alternatives at the sane tine, that's fine. But
until we have those alternatives, this is the type of
pl ace that oil and gas devel opment can be done safely, can
be done responsibly. It will use a relatively snall
footprint.

It's not like California that every, you know,
five acres of wetlands in some places is like we're down
to two percent wetlands, and this can be done in a snall
footprint relative to the anbunt of devel opnent that is
already up there, and this is the tine to nove forward
with this. Thank you very rmuch.

| will say it would be nice if the people
tal ki ng maybe had a tinme limt so that nore people were
able to have tine to talk. I'ma little disappointed to

be here and not be able to talk to the speakers, but I
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t hank you for taking these notes here.

Gretchen Stoddard. Bye.

ALANA STICKNEY: M nane is Al ana Stickney, and
" mrepresenting the Eyak Preservati on Counci

The Eyak Preservation Council is an organization
based i n Cordova, Al aska, and we're agai nst any
exploration for oil and gas, road building, or devel opnent
of any kind on the entire Arctic National WIdlife Refuge.
In the region still affected by the Exxon Val dez oil
spill, we know firsthand the devastation that oil spills
can cause, and they occur invariably where ever they are.

In addition, this in an ecol ogi cal ecosystem and
it should remain so for all time. Critically, the refuge
is a culturally vital region for the GMch'in people: The
sacred place where |ife begins.

To develop in the Arctic Refuge is to desecrate
their beliefs and threaten their food source and a tribe's
way of life. They have standi ng and have solid clains
connected to their survival on this productive and
pristine |and.

BECKY CARR M/ nane is Becky Carr. | have
lived in Alaska for 32 years. M education is in geol ogy.
I'"'ma small business owner. | started a business 14 years
ago hi ki ng people's dogs in the Chugach, and I know this

nmeeting is about permtting in the Arctic National
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Wldlife Refuge, and that it's not an option not to dril
or not to give out permts, but | just want to say that ny
nunmber one concern isn't so nuch about drilling in the
refuge, it's about climte change and gl obal warm ng.

| do think that the Arctic Refuge is a national
natural treasure that you can't put a price on. W have
drilled up there. It's 2019. W have got to do things
differently. W're not living in 1970, 1980, or even
earlier. W have got to do things differently now, and
that, to ne, neans changi ng our energy practices, stop
drilling, and try to decrease our carbon footprint as
qui ckly as we can.

| believe the scientists. | studied science,
and | really hope that the | eaders and the people that are
in charge of this can see that we really have to put our
energies towards a different energy resource. Thank you.

KEVIN VACCA: So ny nane is Kevin Vacca. |I'ma
part of Al aska Pacific University here in Anchorage.

| just want to say that if this does go on and
there is drilling in ANVR, how long will it be profitable
to them over the course of years? | nean, with the new
green plan that has just been, you know, on right now,
they are | ooking for new and greener energy, and so when
and if that is passed, it is going to be a huge change

fromthere. So if they really to approve the drilling,
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It's basically just going to | eave nore scarring on the

| and nore than anything. Just because once the new green
bill is passed, there is going to be new resources, and
oil and gas isn't really going to be needed any nore.
It's going to be a huge change.

The | and and m gration patterns of the Porcupine
caribou and all of the wildlife that is in ANVR, and |
think that that | and needs to be remai n untouched by
drilling. Just because Alaska is, as the Lower 48 says,
one of the last frontiers, and we need to keep it the | ast
frontier, and by drilling and scarring up the |l and, you're
kind of taking that title away fromit.

| think for the sake of the | and and the sake of
the people, | think it is best to |eave big -- big ideas
like this up to the people that have been here the nost,
and that is the Al aska indigenous people, and | think they
definitely have the best way to go about what to do with
the |l and, and that basically is |eave it untouched, and
|l eave it to the wldlife and to nature and to them They
deserve it nore than we do. That's it.

GARETT ROSE: Hello, ny nanme is Garett Rose.
I'"'ma staffer with the Natural Resources Defense Council's
Al aska program and |'m here speaki ng on behalf of NRDC s
14 hundred plus Al askan nenbers, a nunber of whom have

specifically asked ne to speak.
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Li ke a | arge nunber of Al askans, our nenbers
don't want to see American's | ast great w | derness
violated in the pursuit of extreme oil. They know there
are nmuch better uses of the Arctic Refuge: traditional
uses, recreational uses, habitat for wildlife to nane a
few exanples. They know it is a place for people and
nature to exist freely and they want to keep it that way.

Mor eover, they enphatically don't want the
Interior push forward with the underwhel m ng draft
envi ronnent al inpact statenent that's been produced this
far. The agency is under no obligation to nove at
| i ght ni ng speed. Congress gave Interior four years to
hold the first | ease sale. Yet, at the direction of
political appointees in D.C., that is precisely the speed
at which the Departnent is noving. The associated work is
predi ctably concerning. The DEIS is a branble of
confusing cross-references and truncated analysis. Qur
menbers know that the environmental inpacts of |easing in
the refuge are much nore serious than the DEIS suggests.
They want Interior to step back and use the tine Congress
has given to performa full, accurate and conprehensive
anal ysis of such inpacts that is based on the best
avai |l abl e science as the | aw requires.

Li ke many Al askans, our nenbers are confi dent

that the state's future is not in ruining the refuge for
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oil and gas that will not flow for 10 to 15 years under
the best estimates. They don't want us betting on extrene
oil inthe first place, and they certainly don't want us
to pony up the Arctic Refuge to do it.

The refuge is America's | ast great w |l derness
and the coastal plain is its biological heart. Pursing an
oil and gas |leasing programis a pipe dream and in the
face of shrinking prospects for fossil fuels and gl obal
climate change that weaks havoc on the Arctic, it is a
dangerous one. CQur nenbers know this and they know t hat
the refuge is no place for drilling.

Thank you.

VALANNE GLOOSCHENKO  Good eveni ng. Thank you
very nuch for the chance to speak. M nane is Val anne
d ooschenko. |'m speaking on behalf -- testifying on
behal f of the Friends of Al aska National WIdlife Refuges.

So l'd like to begin by comenti ng how i nport ant
the coastal plainis in terns of wwldlife. The Arctic
Ref uge is one of our nation's nost majestic public |Iands,
honme to the Porcupi ne cari bou herd, denning bears and many
of the other fornms of wildlife including Dall sheep, 200
species of mgratory birds, and the biol ogical heart of
t his amazi ng ecosystemis the coastal plain.

The coastal plain is no place for oil and gas

devel opnent. The Gm ch'in people, who are Athabascan,
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have spoken in clear opposition to the rush to drill in
the ANNR. A previous speaker comented that with 300
pages, she felt people rushed through it. There was not
enough tinme in just a few days to be able to get
substantive coments. | totally agree with this. this is
a very rushed process. You have not included indi genous
peopl e. You have not included their |anguages. You have
not reached out to the people and sumari zed their
concerns in this El S

In addition to the human rights and subsi stence
i ssues related to the inportant coastal plain, drilling
threatens to alter caribou mgration and reduce birth
rates, risking the GMmch'in way of life, which depends on
caribou as a significant food source. The Inupiat people
who |ive near the Arctic coast also hunt caribou that use
and rely on the coastal plain.

' mgoing to speak for a second about climte
change. The Arctic is ground zero for climte change.
Tenperatures in the Arctic are rising at twce the rate of
the rest of the planet. Villages are eroding into the
sea; pernafrost is thawi ng nmaking infrastructure insecure;
food resources are disappearing. Q1| production wll
exacerbate the devastating climte inpacts already being
felt in the refuge.

This comment was particularly enphasi zed by a
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previ ous speaker, Dr. Paul Joslin. He commented for
alnost 10 mnutes on the rate of gl obal warm ng which is
bei ng experienced in the Arctic and the fact that it is
ground zero. This is no place to exacerbate and make ours
t he devastating inpacts of clinmte change that are already
being felt by people in the Arctic. Part of this effect
wll conme about froml ocalized warm ng, warm ng from bl ack
carbon particul ates generated by industry.

" mgoing to talk now problens with the draft
EIS. The draft EIS is deficient in nmany respects,
particularly the draft EI'S continues four action
alternatives for leasing and drilling, but none of these
alternatives mnimzes the area to be leased. Al of the
proposed action alternatives woul d have unaccept abl e
I npacts on the coastal plain and on its wildlife.

Anot her major deficit inthe EISis it does not
show the sprawling nature of oil devel opnment under
different action alternatives on any of the plans to all ow
people to visualize and comment on the extensive nature of
t he devel opnent. The public has a right to ful
di scl osure of the inpacts that would result from each of
the four alternatives, but these are denonstrably m ssing.
They are absent fromthe draft EI'S, which is an
extraordinarily critical deficit.

Thirdly, the problemis the EI'S contains
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proposed infrastructure requirenents that also allows the
conpany to obtain waivers, exceptions, and nullification
of any of the requirenents. |It's inpossible to coment on
t he i npacts of devel opnent if the public does not know
what requirenents actually will be inposed. This is an
extrenely serious deficit.

The fourth deficit of the Draft EIS is the tax
| aw Congress passed aut hori zi ng devel opnent in the refuge
limts, quotes, "surface disturbance," quotes, to 2,000
acres. BLM has chosen to interpret the 2,000-acre
limtation to exclude ice roads and excl udes hundreds of
mles of elevated pipelines. It excludes gravel finds.
All the other types of infrastructure. However, BLM needs
to include all oil and gas devel opnent rel ated
infrastructure in the 2,000-acre cal culation. O herw se,
the BLMis proposing a false set of data upon which it
wants the public to comment. |It's proposing a fal se set
of information, mnus all the critical infrastructure
elenents that are sinply not even on the table. Shane on
you, BLM

Nunber five, nmany of the proposed requirenents
to protect caribou are drawn fromrequirenents to protect
cari bou in the NPRA, the National Petrol eum Reserve
Alaska. This is in northwestern A aska. The NPRA is not

t he sane as the coastal plain. However, specifically the
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refuge's coastal plain is nmuch narrower than the entire
coastal plain, and the entire coastal plain is of critical
i nportance to caribou life cycles. So protective neasures
in the NPRA are not going to be protective here.
Protective neasures in the refuge nust be based on

| ocations specific to the coastal plain, based on the best
avai | abl e science, specific only to the coastal plain and
toits unique wildlife.

Due to the these and other problens, it is clear
that the BLM nust issue a revised draft EIS that conplies
with the EIS I egal obligations to fully analyze the
I npacts of oil devel opnent on the coastal plain.

Respectfully submtted, | am Val anne
d ooschenko, speaking for the Friends of the Al aska
Nati onal Wl dlife Refuges.

LOS EPSTEIN:. My nane is Lois Epstein. |'man
Al aska- based engineer with The Wl derness Society, and the
organi zation's Arctic Programdirector. | give thanks to
the Dena'ina people for allowng ne to speak today on this
| and.

Since the Wl derness Society's beginnings in the
1930s, our scientists and other staff have worked in
Al aska to protect the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge from
devel opnent. W recognize it as a place where

extraordinary wildlife, w lderness, and subsistence val ues
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and as iconic as other Anerican | andscapes such as
Yel | owst one and Yosemte.

Had the provision supporting drilling not been
quietly attached to the 2007 Tax Act where it needed only
51 votes to pass the Senate, the refuge would still be
protected from devel opnent for future generations.
Fortunately, today California Representative Jared Huffman
i ntroduced H R 5911 with over a hundred co-sponsors, a
bill that would repeal the drilling provision of the 2017
Tax Act.

As a technical analyst, | would like to refute
several incorrect statenents often made by Arctic Refuge
drilling advocates.

First, the draft EI'S does not include a w de
range of alternatives. All of the alternatives offered
show sim | ar anmounts of devel opnent and production. None
of the action alternatives presented conplies with the
requi rements in the 2017 Tax Act to m nim ze surface
di st urbances and ot her i npacts.

Second, even though the 2017 Tax Act limts
surface di sturbances to 2,000 acres, the draft EIS
excl udes substantial anounts of acreage that woul d be
i npacted i ncluding gravel mnes, ice roads, pipeline
arrays, snow fences, raised structures, etc. In effect,

t he footprint of production and support will be nmuch, nuch
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greater than 2,000 acres under BLMs interpretation of the
law in the draft EIS.

Third, although the Trans- Al aska Pi peline System
is operating at less than its peak, pipelines are always
desi gned and operated to carry | ess than peak flow GOl
production in the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge is not
necessary to ensure that TAPS remai ns vi able and econom c
for decades to conme. Staff at Al aska Departnent of
Nat ur al Resources expect TAPS throughput to conti nue
i ncreasing through the |l ate 2020s due to new di scoveri es
t hat are now undergoing permtting, as well as offshore
Li berty devel opnent.

Fourth, the draft EI'S does not show the
sprawl i ng nature of oil devel opnent on at map that would
allow the public to visualize and comment on the extensive
nat ure of devel opnent. The public has a right to ful
di scl osure of inpacts that would result from each of the
alternatives.

Fifth, the draft EIS fails to do an adequate job
differentiati ng between requirenents devel oped to protect
wildlife in the geographically and geol ogically different
Nat i onal Petrol eum Reserve Al aska and the requirenents
needed to protect caribou, polar bears and other wildlife
in the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge. Moreover, the

draft EI'S does not sufficiently address data gaps, an
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I ssue that we will lay out in our witten comments.

Si xth, contrary to what sone have sai d today,

Al aska's Arctic oil devel opnment has sone real problens.
One enpl oyee died this past year. There have been two

bl owouts attri buted to thawi ng permafrost during the past
two years, and Al aska's venting, flaring, and fugitive
em ssions requirenents are well behind other state

st andar ds.

For these and ot her reasons, BLM nust issue a
revised draft EIS that conplies with its |egal obligations
it fully analyze the inpacts of oil devel opnent on the
coastal plain.

Last, on a personal |evel and as an Al askan,
am concerned the state will have a | ong-term bl ack eye
nationally and globally for unnecessarily destroying this
i coni c | andscape. Wile sonme nay argue that oi
producti on on the coastal plain is not destruction, no one
argues that there will not be permanent inpacts that wll

transformthis near-pristine area.

JANIE TAYLOR M/ nane is Janie Taylor. [|I'm
here to oppose the drilling in the Arctic National
Wldlife Refuge. | think the refuge was designated as a

preserve for a reason, because it's a precious place, it
had value to the Anerican people as a place to preserve, a

refuge for the | and, and aninals, and people. | stand
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w th the indigenous people in protecting their sacred
| ands.

| think we're in a tine of climte change, and
we need to start thinking differently about our energy
resources, and in the 10 or 15 years it takes to get oil
out of the refuge, we could be devel opi ng all kinds of

alternative cl ean energy.

So that's it. | oppose drilling. Thank you.
M CHELLE MARTIN: Mchelle Martin. | live in
Anchorage, Alaska. | just want to say that drilling in the

Arctic National WIldlife Refuge constitutes genoci de of
the GM ch'in and | nupiat people. It also constitutes
genoci de of the Porcupi ne caribou herd who rely on those
| ands, and of nmny, many of |iving beings who call that
pl ace horme.

| woul d urge agai nst industrial devel oprment in
that place. That's all.

NATASHA GAMACHE: My nane is Nat asha Ganache.
The reason that | am here today is because | would like to
give public testinony regardi ng potential |easing and oi
and gas devel opnment on ANVWR and the coastal plain on the

Arctic Sl ope.

" mhere as an Alaska Native. |'man | nupiag.
I ' mal so caucasi an, obviously. | come from both worl ds.
So | was born in the states, but | was raised here in
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Alaska in None. | was raised living the subsistence
lifestyle. | grewup fishing wwth ny famly, going to
fish canp, picking berries, picking greens, hunting in the
winter, living with ny el ders.

| know the history of our state, you know, and
havi ng | earned the history of our state, | know that there
are other things at play besides oil and gas devel opnent.
| think of Paul Hockens, | think is his nanme, he wote
"Bl essed Unrest"”, and he tal ks about how sone peopl e think
environnentalismis an issue all inits ow right, and
t hat other social justice issues are separate, but there's
an i ndi genous perspective that environnent conservation
and other social justice issues such as poverty, racism
t hose kind of things, they are not nutually exclusive. In
fact, they are not separate. They are all part of the
sanme system of control and oppression, especially for
peopl e of col or.

So when | think of why I am not okay wth
coastal plain oil and gas |leasing, again | go back to our
state's history. | know that Russians canme in in the
1750s, and | know what they did to our people. | know
what our Anerican governnent did after the treaty of
Sessi on and purchasi ng of Al aska from Russian. | know
what our American governnent did to our Al aska Native

people. | also know how statehood cane to even be a
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concept. It was because they wanted to drill for oil up
by Barrow, but they couldn't do it w thout owni ng Al aska
outright, and they found out that, oh, ny goodness, when
the Treaty of Session occurred between the U. S. and
Russia, Russia explicitly put that the | and was owned by
t he people, and the federal governnent had to honor that.
So that's how ANSCA cone into play, and that's how

st at ehood cane into play.

The oil and gas devel opnent goes back to, you
know, our state becom ng a state when our Native people
couldn't even vote, and we had a |lot of Native people who
weren't even here because they were sent away, sent to
boar di ng schools, sent out of state, sent to foster hones,
sent to vocational prograns.

So when | think of oil and gas exploration, |I'm
rem nded of not only the economc disparity between our
oi | conpani es and what everyday Al aska live with, but I

keep going back to all of our statehood is tied to this,

65

and | | ook at Al aska Native people now, North Sl opE Native

shar ehol ders, yeah, they have a | ot of npbney, and they
want to keep that noney. But if you | ook at other places
in Al aska, | ook at Newtok. ASRC isn't paying for New ok
to nmove. They are not paying for Shishmaref relocation.
They are not paying for the other villages that have to

rel ocate as a result of climte change. i mate change
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t hat was brought about by oil and gas devel opnent and the
burning of fossil fuels. Al of it is |inked.

And when peopl e spoke today and said all Natives
are for this, not all Natives for this. |1'man Al aska
Native. | amlnupiaq, and |"'mwhite. |I'mnot for this.

| worry that with oil and gas devel opnent, we're

going to have nore spills. Because as nuch as big oil can

say, well, you know, we're going to do this in the best
possi bl e way, but | still think of Exxon Val dez, because
" mold enough to renenber it. |1'mold enough to renmenber

what happened in the Gulf of Mexico with the oil spills
there. |1'mold enough to know that there have been oi
spills with our pipeline here in Alaska. Nothing is
perfect. No systemis perfect.

There will be accidents, and what are they going
to do. Are they going to take care of the peopl e when
t hat happens? They are certainly not taking care of the
peopl e that were exposed to radiation through nucl ear
testing here in Al aska in Northwest Al aska and Sout hwest
Al aska where Al aska Native cancer rates are three tines
t he national average due to exposure of atom c bonb
testi ng.

None of these things are separate. These soci al
justice issues are tied in with our environnental issues,

and our Al aska Native peopl e have suffered enough. They
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have gi ven up enough. M famly has given up enough. W
shouldn't have to give up nore to satisfy sonebody el se's
greed. M/ children need a planet to live on. | need a
pl anet to live on. W all only have this one planet.
We're not taking care of it and we're not taking care of
each other. W know better and we need to be doing
better. That's why |I'm here today.

| would ask that whoever is in the position to
make deci sions that they choose Option A, which is to do
nothing, to wait, to study nore, to give people tine to
actually read 700 pages worth of study, and to deci pher
all of that know edge and to understand it, and to
translate it into Al aska Native | anguages, so that other
peopl e have the chance to read it, and then | woul d hope
t hat they would take public coment testinony from al
Al aska, not just from people that have the ability to come
to Anchorage during busi ness hours when they can send big
oil executives to cone in and tal k everything up, and, you
know, ASRC oil executives to conme in and tal k everything
up.

You don't see a lot of poor Natives here, but
let me tell you, there are a |l ot of poor Natives living in
poverty that can't afford clothes for their kids, that
can't afford food for their kids, who can't afford hones

for their kids. They are not benefiting fromthis. They
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are not benefiting fromraping the | and of the natural
resources that our Native people protected for thousands
of years, that we thought were sacred, that our
spirituality was tied to in every aspect of our life.

We' re di shonoring that as people.

|'mhere to say that today | choose to honor
that. | choose to honor our |land, and |I ask that people
I n positions of power, that they respect that, and that
they listen, and they give us tine.

That's all | have to say.

JOSEPH WEST: | am Joseph West, and | conme from
a suburb south of Los Angeles, and | grew up isolated from
| ocal or natural |ands, and we have to drive an hour to
two hours to find a place that are -- | wouldn't even say
are unt ouched, because they have paved trails and have
trail crews that do mai ntenance, and | hadn't ever been to
a place in ny life that hadn't been untouched by anot her
person until | noved to Al aska three years ago. And
think that it is a very hunbling and eye-openi ng
experience to do this.

And | have found a | ot of people back home are
very caught up with superficial things, |ike noney, and
cars, and nice watches, and they keep up with the
Kar dashi ans and di stract thenselves fromthe sinple

pl easures that we have, that we shoul d experience nore.
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| find the comng up here, | have found so nany
ot her people that enjoy this pleasure and this passion for
the wilderness and what it can provide for us, not only
nouri shnment of our bodies, but of our m nd.

| work with kids, and I show themwhat it can
provide for them not only the physical nourishnent, but
t he nmental nourishnment that we can receive fromit. |
beli eve in adventure therapy as a nmeans of bettering
oursel ves, and using our lands to not destroy them and
take resources fromthem but to enjoy themin such a way
t hat we can co-exi st.

And this isn't a concept that people understand
where I'"'mfrom They don't know what that is. And I
believe it is -- | find an opportunity here to share this
thing with people around ne, especially with the youth,
because we're finding nore and nore that our youth are
becom ng depressed at younger ages because they surround
t hensel ves with video ganes, and Instagram and Snapchat,
and these are distractions, and | don't think that they
are healthy, and there are alternatives out there that
nost people fromthe inner city aren't aware of.

| noved to Al aska to separate nyself fromthis
superficial way of life, and | have been the happiest I
have ever been in ny life since noving here.

| know that Al aska is known for its oil, and for
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Its salnon, and its resources, but | think its natural
beauty is sonething that it should be known for nore. And
that as -- if what | have to say isn't any nore inportant
t han what the other people have to say, and | appreciate
what the ot her peopl e have been conm ng and sayi ng. They
speak and | hear their voices trenble, and it nakes ne
trenble. | have cried twice, three tinmes since | have
been here. It's very noving, and I'mso glad that I am

not the only one who shares this enotion for our natural

| and.

| just don't know what | can say, but | know
that | can share it, and it worries ne that Al aska is so
well known for its oil industry, and | think that BP is

probably the | argest building in Anchorage, and | think
that is awful. W have this Arctic refuge and we have,
you know, zoned it to be a place to be natural and

unt ouched, and if we let drilling happen here, who is to
say it's going to stop here? It's supposed to be a pl ace
that i s supposed to be untouched, and if they can rewite
the laws and the |l egislators can change it there, then

t hey can change it and do whatever they want anywhere
else, and | just think that is wong, and we should stick
to our pronises that we have made to ourselves and to our
| and.

That's all | have to say. Thank you.
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TOM LAKCSH:  Tom Lakosh, address 3301 Eureka
Street, Al2, Anchorage, Al aska 99503; e-nmil address
| akosh@l aska. net .

| would |ike to adopt and incorporate ny prior
comments on the five-year | ease plan for the Chuckchi and
Beauford Seas, and | would like to reiterate ny concern
that the EISis not sufficiently broad in scope because
it fails to account for the attraction of shipping to the
North Slope, which it has to travel through waters that
t he Coast Guard considers renote areas that Qpen 90 does
not provide sufficient protection to because of a | ack of
i nfrastructure al ong the route.

It fails to consider the use of best and saf est
technol ogy for oil spill recovery equi pnent, to recover
ice, to recover oil and broken ice, either on rivers or on
the coastal plain. It fails to use the state of the art
equi pnrent that is available for oil recovery in ice in the
Bal ti c and Norway.

It is therefore deficient in the anal ysis and of
the ability to nmeet the federal |easing standards as
requi ri ng best and safest technol ogy, not only on the
| ease site, but in transit to the |ease site, including
the oil transit away fromthe | ease site into Prince
WIliam Sound at the Val dez Marine Term nal, which has an

inability to prevent an air-fuel explosion at the term nal
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In the event of a catastrophic response plan a standard
size spill which may total, as an air-fuel explosion, of
up to five kilotons of TNT expl osive force equival ent, due
to the evaporation of light ends, which are likely to be
nore prevalent fromthe oil fields in ANNR as they is the
case in Point Thonpson.

| request that the EI'S scope be expanded to
I ncl ude the eval uation of those technol ogi es and exactly
what woul d be necessary to neet Open 90 requirenents,
whi ch woul d ot herwi se be applicable were it not for the
Coast Guard exenption in Al askan waters.

It is also a question of false statenments and
fal se docunents being present in a federal investigation
where the ability to neet the estimated daily recovery
capacity for the state equival ent thereof for oil spill
response equi pnent, where that have been proven to be
overstated by a factor of 300 or nore. In the MCondo
(ph) oil Spill, better known as Deep Water Horizon, where
there was quite a bit nore infrastructure avail able and a
professed ability to to recover 500,000 barrels of oil in
the region in the Mssissippi trench area. And an
additional 1.2 mllion or an additional .7 mllion barrels
of capacity were called into recover the McCondo spill,
but in fact even under that extrene ability to bring in

addi tional resources, the average recovery rate was 18
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hundred barrels per day as opposed to the half mllion
barrels per day professed as immedi ately avail abl e, and
the 1.2 mllion barrels of oil per day recovered capacity
t hat was eventually brought into the region.

It is therefore a fraudul ent m srepresentation
in a federal investigation to profess the ability to
recover that anount of oil in response to blowouts or a
pi peline spill along the coastal plain.

Pl ease revise the DEIS to account for these
additional inpacts to the environnent that wl|l
necessarily incur damage to the protected and endanger ed
species on the North Slope including speckled eiders and
pol ar bears and ring seals as well.

Pl ease make sure that the oil spill response
equi pnent capacity is evaluated in a realistic manner and

not in the fraudul ent manner that has been the case to

dat e.
Thank you very nmuch for your consideration
ALLEN DAHL: Allen Dahl. I'mtestifying to
oppose drilling in the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge.

This land was set aside as a wildlife refuge, not as a
place to drill, develop and expose. | cane to this public
testi nony today, and an overwhelmng majority of the
testinony that | am hearing oppose drilling in the

w |l dlife refuge.
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If you go back and you nake | aws that ignore the
voi ces of these people that so strongly | ove and support
this wildlife refuse, and if you ignore them and just pass
|l aws that will take away this land fromthem it's hard to
say what -- how nmuch -- how bad that is.

I'mat a | oss of words because of how strongly I
feel about this and how sickening it is to have to cone
here and tal k about it, and let ny heart out, and just
think that you guys are trying to take this |land away from
us, and take it away from people, our communities, and
nost inportantly the wildlife.

The Por cupi ne cari bou herd goes there to cal ve
as their sacred place, where their cari bou are born, where
t hey sustain thenselves. Developing this area to oi
drilling will really negatively affect that the caribou
herd. And it will negatively affect the Gavch'in
comuni ties that depend on that food source as a
subsi st ence food source.

So | strong urge you to consider putting
Alternative A, the No Action Alternative, into the
| egislature. |It's so disappointing to read this draft EI'S
and see the | anguage that al nost nakes it clear that
Alternative Ais not even a feasible option for you guys.
So | strongly urge you to reconsider that and choose

Option A, Alternative A, and do not drill in our sacred
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| and.

Thank you.

GLEN SCLOVON:  This is den Sol onon, submtted
February 11, 20109.

Good evening. M nane is den Sol onon, and | am
here to represent ny comunity, Kaktovik. In nmy village,
| ama father, a husband, a whaling captain, a hunter and
also a leader. | have traveled to be here today in the
hope that people will listen w thout judgenment to see the
needs of the people who |ive in KaktoviKk.

It seens |ike a |lot of people feel that they

deserve to have their say in how we |ive and manage our

own honel ands, but | hope that they will listen to what

t he Kaktovi km ut have to say on this issue. | know that |
don't speak for sone, but | know | speak for nost people

I n Kakt ovi K.

| amraising ny four beautiful children in
Kakt ovi k and ny deepest wish is that when they grow up
they will have the opportunity to raise their own children
I n Kaktovi k on the resources that our |and provides.

| want to thank the Gna ch'in for highlighting
t he subsi stence i nportance of the Porcupine caribou herd.
We have equal interest in their long-termsustainability.
I n Kaktovi k, we used to have access to harvest fromthis

herd. When | say used to, | mean that over tine the Fish
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and WIldlife Service has restricted our subsistence access
to the herd and to our traditional hunting grounds. W
wel conme the opportunity to work with the GMch'in to
protect this critical resource through the International
Por cupi ne Cari bou Board and ot her outlets, but | cannot
stand by while you claimfal sehoods and try to speak for
all Al aska Native people on this issue.

We are the people of the coastal plain and we
are the people you should be listening to. W are here in
the spring before the caribou conme and we are still here
in the dead of winter when there are no cari bou round.
Thi s conversation should be about people.

Anyway, we know from decades of devel opnent on
the North Slope that it is not caribou that you should be
worried about. You should be worried about the | ong-term
econom ¢ sustainability of indigenous communities who have
occupied this land since tine before nenory. You should
be worried about how they will support their people and
preserve their culture with no econom c opportunity. You
should be worri ed about your bully tactics and the work
you have done to el evate the voices of one Native group
over another Native group. You should worry about the
mllions of dollars you have spent fighting this issue
from Anchorage and Fai rbanks and the Lower 48 where you

don't have the sane difficulties that we do, when none of
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t hat noney makes it back to rural communities who need it.

| worry about the hypocrisy you have di spl ayed
in trying your hardest to mnimze the economc
opportunity of ny community when you | eased your own | and
for oil and gas devel opnent in the 80s. In light of this
I wonder whether this is really about the cari bou.

| could tal k about the health benefits, the
public safety and infrastructure benefits, the benefits to
our schools and children, that the noney the North Sl op
Borough is able to bring to our communities through taxes
|l evied on oil and gas facilities in the region and we
have. It is clear to us that you are not interested in
listening. You are only interested in listening to
I ndi genous people when they are follow ng your script and
sayi ng what you want themto say.

Wien people say that this is public land, | want
themto understand why. It is public |Iand because it was
taken fromus, the Kaktovi knmuit. You took our
sel f-determ nation. You took our access to subsistence
resources. You forced us through three military
rel ocations. You inposed western structures of |and and
ani mal nmanagenent onto us in an effort to stifle our
subsi stence. And now you try to mnimze our opportunity
to provide for our conmmunity. But our people are strong.

Qur people are proud. Qur people adapt. And the | east you
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could do is listen. W will not becone conservation
r ef ugees.

| will end with a quote from esteened | nupi at
| eader Joe Upi cksoun, who gui ded our people and Al aska
Nati ves across the state through the turbulent Native
Clainms process. He said this back in 1970, but it applies
just as well to today's fight, which will go to show just
how | ong we, as | nupiat, have been fighting for
sel f-determ nati on over our own resources.

"We realize that each of you has pride in his
own |and. By an accident of nature, right now the eyes of
the nation and the world are centered on the North
Slope... without intending to belittle your |and, the real
reason for the entire settlenment is the oil, which by
accident is on our |and, not yours."

Here are our requests for the BLM One, we need
access into the refuge in the summer for subsistence.
Two, we need access to our allotnments. Three, we need a
| ocal village |liaison. Four, we need a baseline village
health assessnent. Five, we need legitinate economnc
opportunity and potential for |ocal jobs. Six, we need you
to include current ani mal and subsi stence use studies, not
data that is alnost 20 years ol d.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak.

(Proceedi ngs adjourned at 8:15 p.m)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

|, SUSAN J. WARNI CK, RPR, and Notary Public in
and for the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken before
nme at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
testi nony and proceedi ngs were reported stenographically
by nme and | ater transcri bed under ny direction by conputer
transcription; that the foregoing is a true record of the
testi nony and proceedi ngs taken at that tine; and that |
amnot a party to nor have | any interest in the outcone
of the action herein contained.

| N WTNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto subscribed ny

hand and affixed ny seal this _ day of :

2019.

SUSAN J. WARNI CK,
Regi st ered Professional Reporter
Not ary Public for Al aska

My Conmm ssion Expires: April 8, 2022
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