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Adrienne Hollis <adrienne@weact.org> Tue, Jun 19, 2018 at 1:25 PM
To: bim_ak_coastalplain_EIS@blm.gov

Dear Ms. Hayes;

Please find attached a comment letter from the Environmental Justice Leadership
Forum on the EIS Plans for the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.

Thank you,

Adrienne L. Hollis

Dr. Adrienne L. Hollis, Esq.
Director of Federal Policy

WE ACT for Environmental Justice
50 F Street, NW, Seventh Floor
Washington, DC 20001

office: 202-495-3036

Email: Adrienne@weact.org
Twitter: @EjToxicdoc

Follow us on Facebook | Twitter | Instagram

" |FOR ENVIRON MENTAL JUSTICE
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Adrienne Hollis <adrienne@weact.org> Tue, Jun 19, 2018 at 2:00 PM
To: bim_ak_coastalplain_EIS@blm.gov

Ms. Hayes;

Please find a revised letter attached, adding an additional group in support. For your
records, I was unable, after numerous tries, to post the comment letter to the website.
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Environmental Justice
Leadership Forum

CLIMATE CHANGE

June 19, 2018

Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington DC 20240

Nicole Hayes, Project Leader

BLM Alaska State Office, Attn: Coastal Plain EIS
222 W. 7™ Ave, #13, Anchorage, AK 99513-7599
Sent via: blm_ak_coastalplain EIS@BLM.gov

RE: Public Comment on Arctic National Wildlife Refuge Coastal Plain Oil and Gas Leasing
Program EIS

Dear Secretary Zinke:

We, the undersigned leaders and organizations working for environmental justice for indigenous
peoples, low income communities and people of color stand in support of the Gwich’in people
and the importance of protecting their way of life. !

We rise in opposition to the BLM’s proposed oil and gas leasing program in the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge coastal plain. This issue is about environmental justice. If there is oil and gas,
it will harm the Coastal Plain, the area the Gwich’in define as lizhik Gwats’an Gwandaii
Goodlit, The Sacred Place Where the Life Begins. It is also a threat to all of our public interest
lands and refuges. The air and water in our communities are disproportionately harmed by fossil
fuel pollution.

Environmental Justice means that there is adequate time to hear all voices and access for all to
the public process. That is not the case now with the Coastal Plain Leasing EIS, and it did not
happen last December when Congress opened the Arctic Refuge to oil and gas development for
the first time in a rider to the Tax Act that favored rich Americans and corporations over our
communities. There were no hearings on that bill.

1 Since 1991, we have worked to implement many principles of Environmental Justice, including
http://www.ejnet.org/ej/principles.html, that need to be addressed and incorporated into the EIS

review of oil and gas impacts.
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We oppose the Interior Department’s extremely rushed process for scoping of the environmental
impact statement. We request an extension of the public comment period for another 120 days.

Once the oil industry gets into the Arctic NWR coastal plain, public interest land that belongs to
all Americans, then the precedent will move for access to everyone’s backyard, and there will be
no control of access to industry for extraction. It is important to protect the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge, for Gwich’in, and it will also protect every backyard across the Nation.
Whether you are rich or not, this issue will still affect your backyard, as there are Refuges in
every part of the country. This is an environmental justice issue that disproportionately impacts
health and communities. It concerns pollution from oil and gas extraction in our backyards -
across the nation as well as in the Arctic - and it also needs to be addressed as we have a stake in
the public lands that belong to all of us.

The BLM’s proposed leasing program will launch fossil fuel seismic exploration, development,
production, pipeline, roads and other operations that will harm its ecological unity, affect the
interdependence of the Gwich’in with the caribou that give birth and nurse their young here,
impact Gwich’in health and community, and pollute clean air and clean water. The Gwich’in
have the right to be free from environmental destruction of this sacred land and its consequences
to the caribou at the heart of their culture. There is no reason to sacrifice the Arctic Refuge so
that oil and gas industries continue business as usual with fossil fuel development that impacts
climate change. Climate change is real, and environmental injustice is real. Climate change is
real in the Arctic and will affect all Americans where they live. It is everyone’s backyard. We
will be the first ones to be affected by the combination of climate change and fossil fuel
exposure. Burning the fossil fuels extracted from the refuge will not only add to climate change
in the Arctic, but everywhere.

We stand in support of the human rights of the Gwich’in and speak about the importance of
considering the environmental justice consequences in the oil and gas EIS and also emphasize
how the cumulative impacts of climate change will affect Americans across the nation, as well as
the disproportionate adverse health impacts on people in our communities.

Sincerely,

Center for Earth, Energy and Democracy
4511 34th Ave. S. Suite A
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55406

Connecticut Coalition for Economic and Environmental Justice
10 Jefferson St. #1C
Hartford, CT 06106

Deep South Center for Environmental Justice
9801 Lake Forest Boulevard
New Orleans, LA 70127



East Michigan Environmental Action Council
4605 Cass Avenue
Detroit, M1 48201

Energy Justice Network
1434 Elbridge Street
Philadelphia, PA 19149

Got Green
3518 S. Edmunds Street
Seattle, WA 98118

Harambee House, Inc.
1115 Habersham Street
Savannah, GA 31401

Jesus People Against Pollution
199 Friendship Church Road
Columbia, MS 39429

Kingdom Living Temple
2056 2nd Loop Road
Florence, SC 29505

Low Country Alliance for Model Communities
2125 Dorchester Road
North Charleston, SC 29405

New Jersey Environmental Justice Alliance
Thomas Edison State College

315 W. State Street, 3rd floor

Trenton, NJ 08608

North Carolina Environmental Justice Network
P.O. Box 68
Rocky Mount, North Carolina 27802

OPAL Environmental Justice Oregon
3202 SE 82nd Ave b
Portland, OR 97266

People Organized for the Defense of Earth and Her Resources (PODER)
P.O. Box 6237
Austin, TX 78762-6237



Southeast Care Coalition
1702 Suite 172 Todd's Lane / 2100 Jefferson Ave
Newport News, Virginia 23607

The City Project
1055 Wilshire Blvd # 1660
Los Angeles, CA 90017

The Tallahassee Food Network
514 Dunn Street

PO Box 365
Tallahassee, FL 32302

Texas Environmental Justice Advocacy Services (T.E.J.A.S.)
6733 Harrisburg Blvd
Houston, TX 77011

WE ACT for Environmental Justice
1854 Amsterdam Avenue (at 152nd Street), 2nd Floor
New York, NY 10031

and

50 F Street, NW, 8th Floor
Washington, DC 20001

Omari Wilson, Esq.
43 Georgetown Court
Durham, NC 27705



