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Taken by:
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at the time and place duly noted on the title page, before
Mary A. Vavrik, Registered Merit Reporter and Notary
Public within and for the State of Al aska.
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P-ROCEEDI-NGS

MS. KAREN MOURI TSEN: Hel l o, everyone. W
are going to get started. Thank you so much for comng to
this neeting about the oil and gas |easing programfor the
coastal plain. And today we want to hear fromyou all.

W want to hear your conments about this project. W are
in the scoping portion of the project, which neans we want
to hear your comments. So first if we could -- 1'd |ike
to have an invocation. And lIda is going to do an
i nvocation for us.

(I'nvocation offered by Ida Angasan.)

M5. KAREN MOURI TSEN.  Thank you, Ida. So
| want to introduce people first. |'mKaren Muritsen
with BLM and | net a lot of you when | cane here in
February. Joe Balash is our Assistant Secretary. And he
was here in February, also. Geg Siekaniec fromthe Fish
& Wldlife Service, Regional Director. Joanna Fox, Fish &
Wldlife Service. N cole Hayes is with the BLM She's
our project manager. In just a mnute she's going to run
through a short presentation before we take conments from
you all. Chad Ricklefs is helping us. Amy Lews --

MR. CHAD RI CKLEFS: She will be back.

MS. KAREN MOURI TSEN:  She will be back.
And Paul is here assisting. And let's see. Mary Vavrik
Is our court reporter, and Mary is going to record all the
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conments you are saying. She would Iike you to say your
name first. And we don't have a m crophone, so would you
|i ke people to kind of cone -- come up here and speak so
that she can hear you clearly and get your nane and get
everything down that you are saying.
Let's see. Do we have anyone else to introduce?

Li eut enant Governor here and M. Cotten, our --

COW SSI ONER SAM COTTEN.  Conmi ssi oner  of
Fi sh & Gane.

M5. KAREN MOURI TSEN:  Commi ssi oner of Fish
& Gane.

MR MARK WGE N And Mark Wggin, Deputy
Conmi ssi oner, DNR

MS. KAREN MOURI TSEN: (kay. Good.
Vel cone.

So Joe, would you like to say a few words before

N col e does the presentation?

MR JOE BALASH. So ny name is Joe Bal ash.
| work now as the Assistant Secretary for Land and
M neral s Managenment in Washington, D.C. at the Departnent
of the Interior, but before I had that job, I lived up
here in Al aska for 30 years. One of the jobs that | had
up here was as the Conm ssioner for the Departnent of
Nat ural Resources, so | have spent a lot of tinme working
on natural resource issues, planning docunents, |ease
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sal es, those sorts of things.

And the purpose for tonight's neeting is to talk
about the leasing programfor the coastal plain, and
that's going to be done in the context of an EI'S. And
that's where we stand now. N cole is going to walk
t hrough some of the big inportant pieces of that EI'S and
what that planning docunent and process is going to | ook
li ke.

But, you know, one thing that |I'msure you are al
quite famliar with is a lot of the controversy, a lot of
the emotion that surrounds this issue has been building
for many, many years. But you know, Congress has given us
at BLMa job to do, which is to hold a | ease sale. And so
what we are trying to do is gather information fromthe
communi ties that are nost affected.

Wien we kicked off this process, we had originally
schedul ed Kaktovik for the first nmeeting because Kaktovik
is the community that is most directly inpacted, closest
to the activity that may happen, and we wanted to |isten
closely to the community here. Due to a death in the
communi ty, however, we reschedul ed to tonight.

And on Friday we are going to have another meeting in
VWashington, DC. It will be the final scoping nmeeting.
And there are a lot of voices out there across the country
and around the world that have an opinion about this. And
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it"s our job to listen to everything that everybody says.
But | want you to know that we are here to |isten nost
closely to what you have to say because you are closest
and nost directly inpacted.

V& have spent time in Arctic Village and Venetie, as
wel I.  They have concerns that we will be taking into
account. But considering proximty and the actual
| ocation of your community, it's going to be critical that
we understand the kind of things that matter nost to the
times of year that you hunt, that you go into the refuge
and conduct other subsistence activities so that as we put
toget her the conditions, the stipulations on |eases, that
we are planning for and acconmodating the things that
matter nost to the residents here in Kaktovik.

And so hopefully this is just going to be one of many
conversations we have along the way. This is just the
scoping stage. There will be a draft EIS prepared. W
wi || come back to engage further with the comunity as
there is nore substance to talk about. And | hope all of
you feel very confortable telling us exactly what you
think about this and what you think we need to be
concerned about and watching out for.

So thank you for hosting us here in Kaktovik.

MS. NI COLE HAYES: Thanks, Joe. So as he
said, I'"'mN cole Hayes. ['mthe project nanager for the
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coastal plain oil and gas leasing programElS. |'mvery
sorry we are late. W got alittle delayed with the
plane. So | appreciate your patience.

|"mgoing to go through the presentation fairly
qui ckl'y because the whol e purpose of being here is for you
to come up and, |ike Joe said, share your conments about
the oil and gas leasing program So | wll talk about
what that process is and why we are here, what the
requirenents are of both the Bureau of Land Managenent and
Fish & Wldlife Service.

"1l discuss what the NEPA process is. NEPAis the

National Environnmental Policy Act. I'Il walk through that
because the Environnental Inpact Statenent we are doing is
the NEPA process. |'ll talk about subsistence and AN LCA

Section 810 because here in A aska that's a critical
conponent of the evaluations that we do when we go through
t he NEPA process.

And nost inmportantly, 1'mgoing to talk about how to
participate. Again, we want to hear fromyou. There is
many ways for you to provide input, and com ng up and
having an opportunity to speak and have it recorded by
Mary is a great opportunity to share your thoughts
concerns and reconmendat i ons.

So on Decenber 22, 2017, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of
2017 was enacted. Wth this, the Secretary of the
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Interior, acting through the Bureau of Land Managenent,
was given the responsibility to inplenent an oil and gas
| easing programwi thin the 1002 area identified here --
it's called the coastal plain -- within the Tax Act to
inplenent this oil and gas |easing programwthin the 1.6
mllion acres of the 19.3 mllion-acre Arctic Nationa
Wldlife Refuge.

Part of the requirements of the Tax Act is that a
| ease sale be held within the first four years of
enactnent of the Act, and then a subsequent |ease sale be
hel d within seven years. Each of the |lease sales that are
required to be held are to contain 400,000 acres of the
areas with the highest potential for hydrocarbons. So oi
and gas potential. Those are sone of the main
requi renments of the Tax Act.

There are some other provisions which require that
the departnment allow for up to 2,000 acres of surface
devel opnent. What we are anal yzing and what we are
evaluating in our EISis for a |ease sale and any

additional activity -- and I'll touch on it alittle bit
later -- would require a separate process, a separate NEPA
anal ysi s.

So agency responsibilities for adm nistering the
coastal plain oil and gas |easing program the Bureau of
Land Management administers all federal mineral estate,
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including the oil and gas under the Arctic Nationa
Wldlife Refuge. We are responsible for devel oping a

| easi ng program we conduct |ease sales, and we approve at
a later date, again which requires a separate NEPA

anal ysis, applications for a permt to drill, potentially.

The Fish & Wldlife Service is responsible for
managi ng and adm ni stering the surface of the Arctic
National Wldlife Refuge, and they are a cooperating
agency. W are working closely with them because
obvi ously they know the resource, and we need that
information to help informus and hel p make good deci si ons
when we are devel oping this Environnental |npact
Statenment.

This slide shows the BLMoil and gas | easing and
devel opment process. You will note that the star and the
highlight is for that first bullet, which is the |easing,
the EI'S sales and | ease issuance. That is what we are
going to be analyzing in our Environnental |npact
Statenent.

The other steps, the geophysical, exploration,
applications for a permt to drill, operations and
production, inspection and enforcement, and reclanation
wi || be discussed because we have to have a reasonably
f oreseeabl e devel opnent scenario to anal yze in our
environmental document. However, the only thing that
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woul d be authorized as a result of the EISis a |ease
sale. So that first phase is what we are focused on. |f
there are applications in the future for these other
steps, then it would require a separate process, which may
be simlar to what we are doing right now. Yeah. Any
on-the-ground disturbance, any activities that would
result in sonme sort of devel opnent would require a
separate NEPA anal ysis.

So you will hear me say NEPA a | ot because the
National Environnental Policy Act is really long to say,
but that is what requires us to evaluate inpacts to
resources and | ook at ways to offset or avoid, mnimze
those inmpacts in our analysis.

So what initiated this process was the enactment of
the Tax Act on Decenber 22nd. We officially kicked it off
with the Notice of Intent that was published on April
20th. The Notice of Intent says that BLMintends to
devel op an Environmental |npact Statenment for the oil and
gas leasing program The scoping period is for 60 days.
This is areally critical part of the process because this
is when we are gathering input fromall stakehol ders.

So the scoping period currently closes on June 19th.
So today we are again interested in hearing your coments.
After the scoping period closes, we devel op the scoping
report, and in that scoping report are all the issues that
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were identified through the scoping process. So the
concerns that we need to analyze in the Environnental

| npact Statement are what's discussed in the scoping
report. And that's what we focus on in the EIS the areas
to avoid, the conditions that we shoul d be considering,

all the high priority resource areas. Those types of
things are the things that we are gathering through this
scopi ng process.

After we have that scoping report and we know the
inportant topics that we need to analyze, we will devel op
the draft EIS, the Draft Environnental |npact Statement.
After that, that's another really inmportant part of the
process because we take that draft EIS and we put it out
to the public for conment. W also do public conmment
meetings to go over what's in the draft EI'S and take
conments and receive input fromthe public again.

Based of f of that public input, we revise that draft
EIS, and then we publish a final one. And after the
publication of a final EIS, we wite a Record of Decision
and then woul d hold a | ease sale.

As | mentioned, a really critical part of our
analysis that's separate from NEPA, but we do it
concurrently, is evaluation under Section 810 of AN LCA
ANILCA is conducted concurrently, and it requires federal
agenci es to consider inpacts of our actions which would be
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the | ease sale and eval uation of subsistence uses. So at
the draft EI'S phase, we do an initial 810 eval uation and
finding, which is attached to the draft EIS. [If the

finding in that initial 810 analysis is may significantly
restrict subsistence uses, subsistence hearings are held.

As | mentioned, we have public comment neetings on
the draft EIS. W would wap that up, so it nmay be the
sane day one neeting after the next, but then we woul d
hol d a separate subsistence hearing to get inpacts on
those inpacts identified in that initial subsistence
finding.

Once we receive all of that input, again we make any
edits or changes to that final determnation, make up --
or to that initial determnation, we make a fina
determ nation, and that is appended to the final EIS.
Again, a very critical part.

So BLM has been given the responsibility to inplenent
the requirenents of the Tax Act. The requirenents require
that we hold | ease sales within this coastal plain area.
So the things that we really want to know are: \hat are
the areas that we should avoid? Wat are the areas in
whi ch we shoul d have timng restrictions on to hold a
| essee to not be able to do anything during that tine of
year? \What are the really inportant resources? Do you
have recommended stipulations? Al of that type of
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information is really inportant for our decisionnmaking and
will help formthe devel opnent of the alternatives. Al so,
| ease tract size, where to offer -- where to offer |eases
for sale. Those are really inmportant. So if you have
those specific types of conments, we are very interested
in hearing them

Cooper ating agencies, to date we have seven of them
V& have other invitations that have been sent out, and we
just haven't received acceptance letters. But what
cooperating agencies are, they are agencies that have
speci al i zed expertise or jurisdiction by law for specific
resources, and they help develop and informthe
Environnental |npact Statenment. So they bring their
expertise to the table and hel p ensure that the accurate
and nost -- best available information is in there. To
date we have Fish & Wldlife Service, of course.

MR ROLAND WARRIOR'  Are we not
cooperating? Kaktovik is not listed there.

M5. Nl COLE HAYES: W have sent an
invitation. W haven't received a response back. So we
are having a governnent-to-government consultation neeting
with Native Village of Kaktovik tomorrow, and that is
sonet hing that we could definitely discuss.

MR GLEN SOLOMON:  So | went over to one
of your testimonies |ike in Fairbanks and Anchorage, and
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all of thisis newto me right here. Al the pictures
that | took of your guys' schedule and everything, and you
guys don't have Fish & Wldlife in there. So you guys
just added these ones in there?

M5. NI COLE HAYES: So Fish & Wldlife
Service was actually our first cooperating agency that we
had. The ones that have been added were the Native
Village of Venetie Tribal Government, the Venetie Village
Counci | and Arctic Village Council and the U S.
Environnental Protection Agency, | think are new
acceptances. The State of Al aska was probably a couple of
weeks ago. So we have been updating the slides as we get
responses back, trying to nake sure we are sharing the
most current information. | expect that this list may
expand, but as of today this is who has accepted or asked
to be a cooperating agency. So --

MR. GLEN SOLOMON: Because the |ast BLM
hearings that | went to, you guys didn't have Fish &
Wldlife with you guys.

M5. NI COLE HAYES: We didn't have Fish &
Wldlife Service with us?

MR GLEN SOLOMON: The one in Fairbanks
and Anchorage, | think.

MS. NI COLE HAYES: Yep. W have had them
They have been with us. W are relying heavily on Fish &

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 16

Wldlife Service, so they are comng with us.

So this is the tentative schedule that we have. As |
mentioned, the Notice of Intent kicked off the
Environnental Inpact Statenent process. It started Apri
20th, and it goes through June 19th. So please, if you
want to provide witten conments, please provide it by
that date.

Over the summer we are going to be devel oping
alternatives, evaluating environnental consequences, and
this fall publishing a Draft Environmental |npact
Statement. Again, this is also another opportunity for
public coment of everyone, of all interested
st akehol ders. And then we would revise that in the
winter/fall or the winter tine frane and then publish a
final EISin the spring, signing a Record of Decision in
the spring or summer of next year.

| should al so nention throughout the process, we are
conducting gover nment -t o- gover nment consultations with
those tribes and ANCSA corporations that are nost directly
affected by this project. The government-to-government
consul tations, they go on throughout the process. And a
tribe or the council of a tribe can request consultation
or provide input at any time. So we do have two nain
periods in which we are gathering conments for the public.
There are other opportunities specifically for
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gover nnent -t o- gover nment rel ationships in which to provide
input into the process.

MR ROLAND WARRIOR:  If we wanted to
request a lesser air traffic time when the herds are
mgrating through, we do that through our local triba
entity to coordinate higher up?

MS. NI COLE HAYES: You can do that. You
can wite it in a scoping conment. You can -- you can do
it nultiple ways but, yes, | nean, that is definitely one
way, but providing it in a scoping comrent is a great way,
al so.

VW have -- as Joe nentioned, seven scoping neetings
scheduled, and this is the sixth of seven. W will be in
Washington, D.C. on Friday to conduct a scoping neeting,
and that will conclude the scoping meetings, with the
scopi ng period wapping up June 19th.

There are many ways to submt conments. Today com ng
up and getting your voice heard on the record, regardless
of what your thoughts, issues, concerns are, is areally
great way to provide input. My is going to get every
word you say down on the record, and that will be part of
the scoping report.

Another way is to go to this link. It's in the
handout. If you didn't grab a handout -- and submit
conmments directly online. You can email it to that emai
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address up there or mail it to the mailing address right
here. And again, comments are accepted through June 19th.

So this is the end of ny presentation. |It's really
short because we want to hear fromyou. So | hope people
want to come up and comment.

So the floor is open. It's really informal. W just
ask that if you want to come up and share conmments,
concerns, issues, that you just come up to the front so
Mary can nake sure to get everything you say on the
record.

MR ROLAND WARRI OR Your Environment al
I npact Statenent, when is that research information
gat hered?

M5. Nl COLE HAYES: So the Environment al
I npact Statenent is based off of the best available
i nformation.

MR. ROLAND WARRIOR Right, the best
available. Is that fromthe '80s? |Is that fromthe '90s,
2000s?

MS. NICOLE HAYES: | guess it wll depend
on the resources. So we are just in scoping, and we are
gathering information right now.

Pl ease conme up and --

MR. ROBERT THOMPSON: | right now | have a
question. Is Environnental Inpact Statement and the
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basel ine study, is there going to be another -- there
shoul d be anot her environmental statenment. Wat you had
before was about 30 years ago, and climate change has
changed a lot of things. So will there be a totally new
Environnental Inpact Statenent or are they going to try to
resurrect the 30-year-old one?

M5. NI COLE HAYES: This is a conpletely
new Environmental |npact Statement.

MR ROLAND WARRIOR W can request and
demand a new Environmental Inpact Statement to be
gat hered?

MS. NI COLE HAYES: W are creating a new
Environnental Inpact Statenment. But again, we are really
here because we need to know what to anal yze. W want to
hear your conmments and concerns.

MR. ROLAND WARRIOR  Right. W don't want
out dated research information used for these new
operations or devel opnents. W want new research
i nformation.

M5. | DA ANGASAN: |'mgoing to come up.
Sonmebody has to start, so it mght as well be me.

M5. Nl COLE HAYES: Thank you, Ida.

M5. | DA ANGASAN. Don't be scared. | know
you guys will say sonething afterwards. | want you guys
to come up here and say sonething. ['mgoing to go with
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i npact A right now. You know, things have been addressed.
They haven't been addressed. And we need to tell them
what we want and what we need at this tine. W are going
to be inmpacted with the oil and gas over there, and we --
we need to hear fromyou guys. Don't just stand there and
don't just sit there and not say something because if you
don't say anything, I'mnot going to listen to you. You
have to cone up here and say something

So what |'mtal king about is our schools. W have a
great school here and everything. Qur roads need -- our
roads need to be fixed. Qur community, we have pothol es
in our island and everything el se that we have here. And
we need housing. W really need housing for our
comunities. Al so we need a new search and rescue
building. Qur Native Village offices that we have in that
old Fish & Wldlife building is sooldit's falling apart.
It was given to us by Fish & Gane -- thank you very
much -- at one time. So we need a new Native Village of
Kaktovi k neeting -- or building.

And there are houses in this place that are noved
fromour -- fromthe old village to up here, and they are
all broken down and whatnot now. And then the houses that
were built long ago, they need renovations. And lots of
peopl e that are elders and those that are living in them
they need to be repaired. | know because ny father lives

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 21

in one.

And then what else is there? W need elder care. We
need recreation for all. Qur children need to have better
recreation than what they have. That -- the area that
they have right nowis -- | see part of it is new, but we

need a new place, a new safe place for our children to
have their recreational areas outside when they are out
there. And we need a new playground. So we could have a
new pl ayground with a baseball field or the playground
with all new things and whatnot. W need a new church
building. | know that.

And then we need to have three- and four-bedroom
houses, not just the little tiny box that we have down
there that are built up there which the wind coul d bl ow
away, |'msure, and so -- which is dangerous for famlies
when they have to clinmb up the stairs. That's a long 13
steps to go up those stairs because | counted them |
have been up there before, so --

And what else is there? But we also need to listen
and hear. But you guys have to listen to us. And we want
to -- and you -- and the village of -- you guys have to
tell themwhat we need. |'mjust part of it. You guys
are younger than | am so all of you need to say
sonething. So | don't know what else to say.

So thank you. If | hear sonething else -- if I -- if
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| think of something else, I'Il say it.

MR ROLAND WARRIOR One conment on top of
yours, lda, | would like to see our old orange
streetlights back. These new streetlights we have are not
good visibility to see polar bears wal king through town,
and that's regular. W need our old lights back. | don't
know i f that comes fromthe oil noney, fromthe borough.
That's one -- one on top of Ida's.

MS. | DA ANGASAN: | forgot one ot her
thing. W need nore airlines. Qur airlines -- and then
when the airlines do get filled up and everything, our

stores are hurting. That -- that inpacts our way of
living in our conmunity because we end up with no mlk, no
cereal, you know. Stuff -- vegetables, fresh vegetables.

Wien you order fresh vegetables, they are so rotten when
they come in, it's pathetic. So anything else you guys
want to say? Go for it.

MR ROLAND WARRIOR More airlines.
Agr ee.

M5. | DA ANGASAN: And we al so need to get
an inpact on -- alcohol and drugs will be flowing in. W
know that. So if thereis a -- | knowthe North Sl ope
Bor ough needs help with the police department and what not,
but we need help. It will flowin, the drugs, alcohol.
It's always here. But we need better inprovements on how
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to keep it out of here.

MR. ROLAND WARRIOR W would |ike to see
a termnal at our airport.

M5. | DA ANGASAN: | think | have a big one
where we are tal king about the gas line from Point Thonson
to here, but that's not only the biggest one. The biggest
one is we need better information about the rifles and
hunting stuff that the hunters have when they are going
hunting in between -- how far can you hunt fromcertain
areas of the oil and gas place? That needs to be set.

And our clinic needs inprovenents. | know there are sone
areas in it that needs help. CQur fire departnent is new,
just about, but it also needs help.

And the inprovements in the water plant. Lately our
generators have been going out. | don't knowif it's a
new part of the generation or not or the generator or not,
but it's -- we need many new things. Senior center. And
| don't know.

There is ways to get funding for these, and | know
the oil and gas people will listen. They can hear us.

And you guys need to say something about this. Please.
Thank you.

MR ROBERT THOWSON. M name is Robert
Thompson. 1've lived here for more than 30 years. | have
a concern if this were to happen, where will we be able to

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 24

do our subsistence hunting? W are guaranteed those
rights under ANILCA. Nobody has told ne so far if we wll
be able to hunt in this proposed oil field. That has got
to be decided because that is what we are guaranteed by
anot her |aw.

|"d like to know about what they are going to do with
Veteran's allotnents. Senator Mirkowski has a bill to
allow Veterans that's hurt in Vietnamto get allotnents
withinthis area. 1'd like to knowif that's included
with this because this is a newthing after her bill -- it
hasn't been passed yet, but it's pending.

| believe we should have Environnental |npact
Statenent to include human health. In other places they
haven't did that. Wen they have a m shap and sonet hi ng
happens, the oil conpanies will say, we don't know what --
what those people's health were. They have an increase in
respiratory problens in Nuiqsut. The oil conpanies wll
say, well, they snoke too many cigarettes. W shouldn't
have to have that happen here. Before this starts they
shoul d determ ne what our health concerns are and a
basel i ne of everybody here. Their health should be
inventoried so when later on you get a spill or em ssions,
they can't come back and say, well, you snmoke too nuch.

There is conmunities in this world where people don't
live to be old because of the pollution. There is a place
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in Canada, they don't have any elders, there is so nuch
pol lution. That could happen here. What's happened in
Prudhoe, you go into one small area, they say this is
environmental |y good. 1It's okay. The next year it's
another one. Pretty soon you have 1,000 square mles wth
industrial activity.

| don't know that there is a baseline here to
determne air quality, but that is inportant before you
start. Shell QI already got called on that with
em ssions for their drill fleet. So this is very
inportant. | don't think anybody can argue with it. And
| think the people that are proposing it because they are
interested in the noney, should support this also because
we all need to be concerned about health. And if it gets
adversely affected, it's got to be able to -- we can prove
it, not that we are snoking too nuch

And I'd like to see sonme something related to
cunul ative inpacts. There again, we have had these
industrial activities. |1've seen black snoke come through
here fromthe Prudhoe Bay area. Nobody is nonitoring
these permts. So we have got to be very sure that there
are people to nonitor every permt that's put out. And we
shoul d have people here trained to know that. | nean,
this -- this is going on. W can't just have them doi ng
it their way. That's been going on a lot.
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Previously there was offshore wells drilled. Nobody
here knew about it. And once we know, then we can do
sonet hing, but we definitely have to have sonebody here
knowl edgeabl e to nonitor what is going on.

Ckay. Another concern | have is that the private
hol di ngs, which are considerable, the holdings of Arctic
Sl ope Regional Corporation are held to the sane standard
as everyone else. They can't be having their own
environmental issues. |It's got to be consistent with the
larger plan. That's a concern because they might say it's
private land, we can do it our way, but they still have to
have -- allow nonitoring and sone oversight on this
because they are going to be part of this, and the
industrial pollution that could come up there has got to
be consistent with what's acceptable for human heal th

|"d like to see a tineline on this. It seenms |ike
this is just noving along to get this done before Trunp
gets out of office so we can approve all of this. | don't
know. It just seens to me it should be a |longer tineline
for study or coments.

And the fact that the baseline study was done 30
years ago, that shoul d be given serious consideration
because now we don't have any nore nmusk ox. The polar
bear are in peril. There should be concern about these
animals. The pol ar bear, by some studies, could be
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extinct inny lifetime, and there may be two nusk ox left.

So these things have got to be addressed. And with
more than -- every endangered or threatened species should
have a serious review. You have got 19 endangered or
t hreatened species. Every one has to be addressed, not --
| asked about -- before about the ivory gull. Oh, we wll
have a biol ogi st make a report on it. That's not
sufficient because they don't know what's causing the
decline. So if there is a decline in some of these
animal s, they have got to determ ne why and how to address
it to mtigate it.

That's what the Environmental Protection Agency is
about and the Cean Air Act and the O ean \Water Act. The
Trump Administration is trying to do away with these.
These are what can determne how this is conpatible with
us. |If we do away with all these protections, we don't
have anything. | nean, that's what the goal is, it |ooks
li ke.

So these should be all out in the open. It shouldn't
be do away with that Act so we can have our way. That is
what the oil industry -- they are not honorabl e people.
They are not people. They are just a for-profit
corporation, the sane way with Arctic Sl ope Regional
Corporation. They don't represent the people. They
represent a corporation that is in business to make noney.
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They have joint ventures at this nonment with Chevron,
Texaco and British Petrol eum

So they should not be considered a voice of the
peopl e here in Kaktovik. They surely have a right to
speak, but it should be very clear who they are speaking
for. | don't want that corporation to speak for me. |'m
not part of it. But they have a tendency to do that. So
that shoul d be very clear in any of these activities who
is presenting it and for what, because when you've got
for-profit corporations, their concerns are different than
alot of the rest of us. They are in the business of
maki ng noney, and sone of these environmental issues just
get in the way.

So that's what | got to say now. And |'ve probably
got a little bit nore, but I'll cone back. Thank you

MR. ROLAND WARRI R Thank you, Robert.
MR EDWARD REXFORD, SR.: Ckay. M nane

is Edward Rexford, Sr. I'mthe president of our triba
governnent here. Also the land nanager for our | ocal
corporation. And I'mglad you folks made it in after
the -- our funeral, and I'mglad you accormodat ed our
conmuni ty.

Qur concerns, our tribe and our people here have been
put in a hard spot after PLO 82, which was a mlitary
wi thdrawal of the Arctic, and that inpacted our people
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where they had to prove independent use to be eligible for
a Native allotnment. And the date they used for our people
was 1934. Renenber, PLO- 82 was in 1943. So our people
here has been used and exploited not by, you know, our own
governnent. It's been the Air Force with the three forced
rel ocations with no apology to this day.

Al so nedi cal experinments has been done on our people,
the iodine radiation experiments. And the other villages
got conpensated for being guinea pigs in that experinent,
but Kaktovik was left out. It seens |ike our comunity is
always left out for justice and human rights activities
that happen in our area

Unfortunately, we are here today to try to speak up
for our community and not let outside folks talk -- talk
about us and how we should be living. It"'s been happening
far too long. Qur own government has faul ted our people,
has abused our people.

So now we finally have perm ssion to make noney wth
our own corporation |ands. |Imagine that. They -- after
land clainms, all the corporations in Alaska. Now,
Kaktovik, they left us out because the |and exchange they
have. Now we can finally devel op our own corporation |and
and make nmoney out of our own property. Now that the U S.
Is saying we can finally do this, now we have the other
side, the environnentalists, saying we can't do this.
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Wiat's wong with this picture? Human rights violations.
Genoci de.

| know | get riled up when this kind of neeting
happens, but a lot of folks don't know our history and
what our people have to go through, the sacrifices we had
to make for this country. Now we are finally able to nake
money fromour own corporation property. | think we have
lots of stuff that our comunity needs here.

There is a guide that's in this place that the city
did in collaborating with the tribe in the past to have a
say at what happens and what kind of devel opnent happens
here.

And a little history. Qur tribe, before land clains,
we had 23 mllion acres of |and past the Canadian border
to the Continental Divide up to Prudhoe Bay. After |and
cl ai ms happened, what happened? They gave us 92,000
acres. Less than 000.1 percent. | don't think that's
justice. That's the greatest rip-off our government has
done to our people. 23 mllion acres. Al the mnerals,
all the gold in the mountains, all the oil. So they just
give us 92,000 acres.

Are we going to be used as pawns in the future, or
are we going to stand up for our people? That's what it's
coming to. W are put in a hard spot. Qur tribe, our
corporation, our city, we all have to work together to
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hel p our people.

And access to our Native allotment in-holdings, we
have in-hol di ngs past the 1002, past the w | derness into
the refuge. We will have to have access to our
i n-hol dings through the oil fields. And that's a priority
that needs to be worked on.

And the other one is the village health assessment.
|"mglad Robert brought that up. That's going to have to
be done so there won't be no excuses in the future. And
we have to be involved in the process, the decisionmaking,
where the buffer zones are for our hunting areas, our
traditional |and use areas. They are all recorded. And |
will be providing that for the record at a |ater date

And also Fish & Wldlife Service, two people cane in
the past to try to create the National WIldlife Refuge
here. They adopted a city council and they told the
people here that it's to protect the caribou. But they
didn"t tell our people, the city council, that if it's a
wildlife refuge, our rights woul d be inmpacted. Now the
wildlife refuge is putting restrictions on who can go, how
we can go to our property, by what means.

And also the closed state of allotments, | mentioned
that. There's over 25 people here that were denied their
Native allotnents.

And al so our conmunity is still waiting to hear about

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 32

the inpact aid that our community has been prom sed.
Hopeful 'y we can see that comng in the future and
hopefully -- otherwi se our conmunity will be run over. We
are going to need inpact aid for the conmunity. And those
are very inportant.

So | think we need to enter into a
government -t o-government or a -- to manage the wildlife
refuge. Oher tribes can do it. W are the only tribe in
the wildlife refuge here. W need to be part of the
management systemthat are fighting our people. W need
co-managenment for an equal voice

And I'Il be providing the list of names of the close
allotments that apply, the history of the access that was
prom sed to our people to the allotnents with Fish &
Wldlife and the city's negotiations in the past. A
that can be provided. And the traditional |and use areas
we use to subsist all the way into the nountains, that
also will be provided at a |ater date.

Thank you

M5. | DA ANGASAN: Thank you, Eddie.

MS. ADRIENNE TITUS: H, everyone.
(Speaking in Inupiaq.) Before | get started, | just want
to | ook around the roomand acknow edge each and every one
of you that are of this land, that are of this place. |
acknow edge the trauma that you carry, the hurt that we
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have seen, our ancestors that are inside us. [|'mnupiag.
| was raised on the land. You are ny people.

This is really hard for me to get up here today
because | know that you guys want reparation. |'ve seen
all of you before in Fairbanks. | know that you want to
carry your people in a good way.

So who am | to get up and ask questions about
drilling or devel opnent, to challenge technol ogy and
corporate efforts, to stand here and condemm oil conpanies
and Al aska Native corporations for desecrating the | and?
But who am | not to ask these questions? M grandchildren
depend on ny voice and ny |egacy, ny grandparents' |egacy.
To not question the rules and the regulations put into
pl ace that determne how clean the water and air are, but
inreality they are there to determne howdirty we can
make it before it's unsafe or unhealthy for consunption
for us all.

Al aska is 24th in the world when it comes to oi
reserves. W have thousands of gallons discovered in
pl aces that have already seen destruction, but restraint
is what we |ack. Another day, another dollar. Wen did
we all becone owners of the land? It has al ways owned us.
V¢ have al ways been indebted to the place that has kept
our people since tine imenori al

Wio am | to question fake technol ogy? Wat part of
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the shaking the earth and drilling into the core, setting
seism c waves through the waters that scare the sacred

bei ngs that give thenselves to us, the beings that have
sustai ned our people of the north since tine i menorial?
VWat part of seismc testing, digging and drilling makes
it safe or okay, not just for animals, but for us, for our
| and.

Money is the end goal, not health or security for the
peopl e of the north. Wwo is to determne our wealth?
Poverty has only recently been introduced to the Native
conmuni ties. For thousands of years people have subsisted
fromthe [ and and oceans and rivers of Al aska.

It was a hard life, but it had none of the
frustrations and stigmas of poverty. For the people, we
were never poor. Living fromthe |and sustained life.

The sharing created a bond between people that hel ped
ensure survival. Life was hard then, but people found
life satisfying. Today it's getting easier, but it's no
| onger satisfying. Since when does one way of |ife have
to die so another can live?

In closing, | reiterate the words of Mary Ann Wharton
[ph]. | can't stress enough. The cost of devel opment is
the land. No noney can buy it back, can repair it to the
way it was before.

| ask that BLM conduct a human inpact study, and the
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correlation with not just the land, but also the aninals
that have been used for thousands of years to sustain our
relationship with our land. | ask that the EI' S be
conpleted in an entirety with the consideration of climte
change and how it has progressed twice as fast than the
rest of the world. The stories that carry our
grandparents' |egacies nmust not stop here with oi
derricks and pipelines.

| ask that you renenmber the struggle your people have
endured to get you this far and the fight that you have in
you to make reparations for the wong that has been done
and end the cycle of colonization and assimlation that
has individualized our once intergenerational homes and
communities. Qur children and their children depend on
us.

| ask that you continue in the way of your ancestors
and defend all that is sacred, the sacred things that have
sustai ned i ndi genous people since tine imenorial: The
| and, the water, the aninmals. Please renenmber your sacred
duty to take care of yourselves because those people that
live inside of you nust live on for tens of thousands of
years. Long after we join our ancestors, our descendants

will. W want to be renenbered as good ancestors. Qur
peopl e have worked together to make our comunities thrive
for thousands of years. | encourage each and every one of
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you to take those thoughts with you as | |eave this
meeting today. Keep in mnd that oil dispersenent
chemcals don't work in Arctic waters, that the closest
rescue center is over 1,000 nautical mles away, and that
even when a nurder occurs in our villages, or when there
are things that we need i nmedi ate response for, it takes
days on end for one person. Think about what's going to
happen to this land if there is an oil spill and the
response that's going to cone along with it.

| feel this place. | got off the plane yesterday,
and | could feel the air and the |and and people, the
ancestors that live here. | hope that you keep that al

in mnd as well as you continue on with this, whatever
deci sions that you nake.
Quyana.

MR. ROLAND WARRIOR Thank you for that
message. My | ask where you are fronf

MS. ADRIENNE TITUS: Unal akl eet. MW
grandparents are Al ma and Rol and |vanoff and Jenny and
Charlie Bl atchford.

MR. ROBERT THOMPSON: Ckay. 1'd like to
bring up one nore point. On this issue presented that we
have to do this oil devel opnent in the 1002 because we
have such a strong need for it, | know of 90 billion
barrels of oil on the North Slope separate fromthe
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refuge. They have only extracted 17 billion in 40 years.
So there is plenty of oil. There is foothills. Headlines
say 17 billion barrels. There's 12 billion nmore in
Prudhoe beach. It goes on. They haven't even started on
the petroleumreserve, which |'d rather they didn't
extract that, but it's available, separate fromthe Arctic
Ref uge.

So what is driving this is sone corporations that see
the need for making more nmoney. But | think some of the
things that a lot of us care for is, you know, to keep it
as is.

So | think as part of this environnental assessnent,
Frank Mirkowski said, do not be msinforned. Let's honor
that and determne if there is, in fact, possibly 90
billion barrels that can be extracted w thout going into
the refuge. That is one of the facts that should be out
there because everybody is acting like this is the |ast
oil we have got. W will be riding bicycles if we don't
devel op. W can use this to help Shishmaref. Al kinds
of things are attributed to this little bit of oil here,
but there is plenty of oil in other places. In the state
of Alaska, | believe the foothills, I think that bel ongs
to the State. So it would probably be in their better
interest to exploit -- | don't say develop. | say
exploit. It's nore of a correct term
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But those are the things that should be | ooked at to
see if this is actually necessary to extract this.

Because we should know that the next step is offshore. |If
they get a foothold onshore, Shell G has |eases offshore
here towards the Canadian border. Wen they asked Frank
Mir kowski why they weren't -- and the State of Al aska has
got land, that they could not devel op because the Arctic
Refuge is not developed. |f they develop the refuge, it's
going to be a pipeline to acconmodate the offshore
interests. That's a fact. Frank Mirkowski again said,
when he was asked why didn't the state | eases sell, when
we get ANVR they will.

So the people who val ue whaling, give that very
serious thought why we should allow this because it is a
steppi ng stone to of fshore.

| don't think they really care about 10,000 Native
people on the North Slope. There is people in this world
that would run right over us, and if they can make noney
of fshore, that is what will happen. So those of us that
val ue whaling, we ought to take that into consideration

And if this oil is told to go ahead, could they put
in a stipulation that they will not go offshore? That
woul d probably appease sone people. Not me. | don't want
to see any of it. W got along for 10-, 12,000 years
without this oil, and |'msure we can keep on without it.
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So | hope this is considered by the Environnental |npact
Statenment.

MR DENNIS STACEY: |s there a sign-up
list for the remarks?

MS. NI COLE HAYES: Nope. |It's just
whoever wants to come up. There has been some great
testinony already.

MS. | DA ANGASAN. |'mgoing to say
sonet hing again. |da Angasan, NVK.  Thank you, this |ady
from Unal akl eet, for what you said. | appreciate that.

|"mlooking at bullet No. 7, for instance, require
that those who buy leases in 1002 are required to attend
cul tural and environmental sem nar by Kaktovikmut. How
about it says "mandatory"? W hear nmandatory many tines
fromall the other organizations. | think instead of
saying "require," we should say "mandatory." They have to
come here to listen to us first. Those that are buying
the | eases in the 1002 area, they have to be mandat ed.

And | also have one nore. No. 10, conmunity trails,
the canpsites, subsistence use sites by the commnity of
Kaktovi k shoul d be identified and protected in the EIS.
And should -- where it says "should,” it should be
"mandated.” Shoul d be nandated. "Shoul d" shoul d be taken
out of there and say "will not be included in the |ease
sales.”" Protected in the EI'S and nandate not to bhe
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included in the | ease sales. Those are Native allotnents
many of us have.

And that's -- that's what | have to say right now |
just want to say mandate. Those are not required.
Mandate them Everybody el se says it, you know. W need
to start | ooking out for ourselves. This is Kaktovikmut.
W live here. But we also have to be responsible for our
bei ng in Kaktovik, our whaling, our hunting, our fishing.
V¥ have to be responsible for everything that we have and
own in Kaktovik ourselves. Be responsible for yourself,
your parents, your children, your grandchildren. Be good
to one anot her.

Quyanag.

MR. DENNI S STACEY: (Good evening. M
name's Dennis Stacey. |'mcurrently working and |iving
here in Kaktovik. 1'ma long-termresident of Al aska
Been a 40-year resident. |'ve worked in resource

devel opment across Al aska in many places in mning and oi
and gas, and frankly | think that we can have a win/wn
situation with the devel opnent of the 1002 area. KIC and
ASRC are najor stakeholders within the 1002 area. And |
think that they are generally in favor of devel opment.

In Petrol eum News | ast week | saw that ASRC and KIC
have conmitted to a 3-D seismc survey of the area over a
couple of winters. So that tells ne they are interested
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But there is also a provision of Al aska Native C ains
Settlement Act, 7(i) provision, that mandates sharing
revenues fromnatural resource devel opnent with other
Native corporations. NANA has done this wth Red Dog
Sealaska did it with their tinmber. And | think other
Native corporations have done it, also

But oil devel opnent has brought prosperity to A aska
and to a lot of the comunities, such as Barrow and
Nui gsut where |'ve worked. And | think it can be
beneficial nearby here, too.

There was a |lot of concern that the devel opnent of
the North Slope oil fields would harmthe caribou, and I
bel i eve caribou have thrived al ongside the oi
devel opment. It has not destroyed the caribou

A couple of winters ago I worked on the Point Thomson
project and saw lots of caribou there, and we al so saw a
| ot of wolves that spring in 2016. But there have been a
variety of habitat enhancenent projects that | think can
happen here if the stipulations within the refuge permt
it.

For exanple, with the ASRC mine site, a mllion acres
of overburden was stripped a couple winters ago and put
back into the pit to reclaimit. But that kind of a hill,
in my experience, has been real beneficial for caribou in
summertine to get up on those hills to get out of the bugs
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and get sone wind. And | think that a variety of habitat
enhancenents |ike that could be very possible to do;
fisheries enhancenents fromgravel pits and al so waterfow
enhancements, too. And perhaps off-site mtigation
outside the refuge and conpensation for harmto wetlands
there.

But my understanding is that the direct inpact to the
| and woul d be 2,000 acres or less. And with directional
drilling, a lot of devel opment can take place fromvery
isolated pads. And the oil fields I've worked in, such as
Al pine, have a real high environnmental threshold for
maintaining the land. And the stipulations in 1002 area
shoul d be every bit as strict, if not more so, than the
NPR- A.

Anyway, | think it can be a win/win. And what we are
here for tonight, as | understand it, is we are taking
conments on what shoul d be concerned or considered in your
EIS. And so these are sone of the things that |I've
thought of. And | have some witten conments, but | don't
have themready to submt tonight. So I'll be sending
t hose in.

Anyway, thank you for comng to Kaktovik, and
appreciate that.

M5. NI COLE HAYES: Thank you.
MR. ROBERT THOMPSON: |'d like to comment
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on the gentleman's statement. He talked about 7(i). The
corporation, when they acquired it, excluded 7(i). So you

are wong about 7(i) being -- just getting shared wealth
with the rest of the state, Natives. And also concerning
the environnent, |'ve seen changes made to requirenents.

Like for ice roads, the climate is getting warner, so they
changed the standard. There's industrial people that work
inthe oil field |obbying and got it changed. It's going
to change some nore, and they will change it again.

Now t hey are tal king about snow roads. | don't know
what they are and | don't know if they have been proven to
work anywhere. But they want to be able to get access to
this, and they don't really care if they have to do
sonething. They are talking about -- is there enough
water for ice roads? They can't use ocean water. So that
is something that's got to be addressed. In the
Environnental |npact Statenent, can they do what they
propose? | brought this up at a previous neeting. They
said, oh, we will just build snow fences. We'Ill nelt the
snow and make ice roads. That's never been done. But
they will tell us that just to get their foot in the door
and get what they want.

And we want to be very careful because they are in
the business of making noney, not doing what's right for
all of us.
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So these environnental rules and regul ations and
things, procedures, have got to be watched because
industry, they'll do as little as they can to get by.

|"ve seen presentations by how this oil industry
operates in other countries. South America, they have no
concerns. There will be flaring going on in the mddle of
villages with kids playing around it. Pipes will be
laying on the ground. W have it a little better than
that. People fault the environmental comunity, but it's
because peopl e are watching them

Wien | first came here, the seismc was going on
offshore. W didn't know what it was. W would hear
soni ¢ boorms out there. They are going to do it their way
as much as they can, so people here better be aware and be
able to be know edgeable in howto -- how to watch them
and what to watch and be there to do it. If they are 40
mles out there sonewhere, we don't see it. So there
better be sone people here to get training to watch
industrial activity because --

Ckay. Al the permts that they do on the North
Slope are done with -- with permts. They get permts for
that. But they don't have people to nonitor their
permts. So every permt that they have here shoul d have
sonebody from-- the State or wherever allows the permt
to happen, they shoul d have sonebody there watching to
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make sure they do it. Like flaring is not supposed to be
going on. They do it as nuch as they feel |ike because
there is nobody there. Wen Hi ckel was governor, people
started to try and enforce these regulations. They just
fired the people.

So we have got to be careful that whatever
environmental regul ations and rules, that there is a way
peopl e here could know that they are being followed
because before they do sonething, they have got to have
those permts. But they disregard themin many cases.
Every time |'ve gone by Badam, there is flaring going on.
Wien | went through Badam, | stopped there, and they
asked me, do you have firearms or alcohol. | said, | have
a firearm He said, well, | have to take it.

So when you talk about a benign | andhol der, and when
they assert their right with security people and enphasize
this is our area, we got control of it, well, that gets a
little -- | get tired of that. | live here. | shouldn't
have security people telling me what to do. |'ve heard
people in this village say we can sneak around; they won't
catch us. W shouldn't have to sneak around. W should
have the right to go wherever we always did and that
shoul d be entered into this Environnmental Inpact Statenent
because that seriously affects us if we can't.

And | al so have concerns related to why BLMis
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handling this rather than Fish & Wldlife. |['ve dealt
with Fish & Wldlife, and I don't know how that's going to
change. Maybe you can address how this will change now
that we have a new person -- new agency adm nistrating
this land that we live on. So that's got to be -- just so
we know. If | want to get a permt to operate in a refuge
and BLMis now handling it, what's going to change, you
know? There's a lot of things we need to know.

Thank you.

MR ROLAND WARRIOR Can | ask you to
reintroduce yoursel f, your nane and who you are wth?

MR DENNI'S STACEY: Yes. M nane is
Dennis Stacey. |'mhere representing nyself. 1'm
currently working for U C Science here on the remediation
project at the hangar, but they have no input in what |'m
saying here. M enployer is elsewhere on the North Sl ope
wi t hin AFC and Nanug and Houston Contracting.

But the gentleman brought up the snow roads, and |
can speak to that fromfirsthand experience. |ce roads
were built to the end of ConocoPhillips' drilling areas
last winter, and then there was a snow road built all the
way to Barrow to provide overland access beyond there.

But the villagers in Nuigsut have used the ice roads going
into Nuiqsut and the Colville River ice bridge for many
years now. So they have overland access through the
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winter to get heavy supplies and things into the village
for building and other things.

ConocoPhi | I'i ps al so brought in natural gas for the
village. The village of Barrow enjoys natural gas from
the Barrow gas field. Mst villages don't have that.

Fuel is very expensive. | knowit's extraordinarily
expensive around here. You are at the end of a very |long
| ogi stic chain.

But | think it would be possible to have snow roads
coming in here, too, inthe winter fromthe ice roads that
woul d be brought into the 1002 area, but | have no input
on that. But | don't see why it wouldn't be possible.

But the North Sl ope Borough is the admnistrator for a |ot
of these permts, and they go out and inspect the
reclamation at the end of the season. They inspect the
ice roads and gravel pits. ASRC sold a lot of gravel to
ConocoPhi |l lips for their project, for exanple.

Anyway, | think it's a beneficial thing. There is
| ocal enploynent for people in the village there. But
these are things for you to have input on.

|"ma visitor here, although I amworking here and
living here at the present tine. But |'malso in A aska
and Al aska woul d benefit from devel opment within ANVR |
think that's a true thing. So the question is, can we do
the devel opnent in a way that doesn't hurt the
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environment, is good for the local comunities and Al aska
in general, and provides nmore energy security for the
United States, also.

So anyway, these are reasonabl e questions, and people
can have differences of opinion about them But it's
worth keeping an open mind on these things, but certainly
have reasonabl e stipulations to protect your interests
here, too. You are the |ocal stakeholders. You are the
| ocal village. So your input here -- BLMis here because
they adm nister the mneral estate for the federal
governnent. The Fish & Wldlife Service does not do that.
So that's the reason BLMis here taking these coments
because they are the |easing agency.

MR. ROLAND WARRIOR  Have they sel ected
any potential sites where they want to develop at? Wat
|"mgetting at is |I'mconcerned about our coastal access
for hunting caribou in a boat. There are safe, sheltered
pl aces where we can park, and there's places we can't park
because of the ocean waves.

M5. Nl COLE HAYES: So that's the kind of
input we are looking for. Those are the specific type of
conment s and concerns that would be really hel pful for us
to know about. So we haven't nade any deci sions.

MR. ROLAND WARRIOR Ckay. Right offhand
the one |'mthinking about is our POAD area to our

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O NO Ol WDN -

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNREPLOO®O®MNOOTON™AWNERO ®©

Page 49

Kanniniivik area. That's our coastal hunting fromthe
boast. It's a safe shelter where we can land. Canpsite

M5. NI COLE HAYES: So we have sone nmaps
outside the room Wen we are done, it would be hel pful
if you could mark that on the map

MR ROLAND WARRI OR Eddi e has got his
maps here.

Anot her one to think about is our akpik place, where

going to pick our akpiks.

MS. | DA ANGASAN:  Berri es.

M5. NI COLE HAYES: Please, if there is
ot her people that want to cone up and speak, | nean, we
are hear to listen. So we are all ears. And we have
appreci ated everybody that shared information with us
tonight. It is extrenely helpful.

MR. GLEN SOLOMON:  Hello. 1'mden, Gen

Sol onon, resident of Kaktovik, whaling captain, and al so
ASRC representative for our village, for ny people. W
have been fighting over this for over 40 years to devel op
on our own land. W have been surrounded by federal and
State land, and all we could do is just |ook at our |and;
no devel opnent, no nothing. And here everybody get a
chance to develop on their land like the Gmch'in people.
They | eased out 180,000 of their acres for oil and gas
| ease on the Eagle Plains, and caribou mgrate through
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there, through the Eagle Plains and al so through the --
what is the Denpster Hi ghway that they have.

And we just want to have a chance at the table where
we coul d devel op our resources to make profit, to nake
profit off our land |ike everybody el se. Like they got
trees and everything like that. Wat we got? W just got
the mnerals that's in the ground, and that will build
infrastructure for our people, that create jobs for our
peopl e, and al so dividends for our people.

Soit wiill really help our people out a |lot because
you know, what we use for whaling, we use gas and oil
Wiat we use to go hunt caribou, we use gas and oil. So we
have this right to devel op on our own land |ike everybody
el se has the right on their land. W have the right to
devel op on our |and, also.

Thank you

MR CHARLES LAMPE: M name's Charles
Lanpe. |'malso a whaling captain. | grewup with Gen
| grew up with everybody here. 1'd like to thank the BLM
for comng and |istening to the voice of Kaktovik because
a lot of tinmes the voice of Kaktovik, the people here from
Kakt ovi k, gets overshadowed and overl| ooked by | ouder
voi ces, fromenvironnental groups, from people that
haven't stepped foot, spent one day here in Kaktovik, that
know what the peopl e need, that know what our |ives are,
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that what we go through every year, every day, daily life.
Live one winter here and you will see exactly how hard our
life is. You have no idea.

More people walk into a MacDonald's in Anchorage in
one week than will ever set foot up here in ANVR but the
environnental i sts want to praise it as this great place
that shoul d never be touched. W touch it. W go up
there. W are the ones who hunt. W are the ones who
live. Qur famly, our ancestors lived up there. They
taught us respect for the land. They taught us respect
for everybody el se, our famly people, that come in, the
whal es that we catch, the fish that we eat.

Rol and, you go out, you hunt. @den, you go out, you
hunt, you feed our entire community. And we are bl essed
with that. But we have people that are not from here,
fromdifferent states, fromdifferent countries, from
Washington, D.C., fromgovernnments down here in Al aska
that tell us what we can and cannot do on our land. That
isn't right. 1It's been |ike that for far too |ong.

| love our land. | love our conmunity. | |ove the
way of our life, but | talk to people |ike Isaac, |ike
lda's father. He -- he tells people about how hard it
used to be, about how, you know, he had to get his own
wood. How hard it is just to even get water, keep
yourself warmin the wintertinme. He says he woul dn't want
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to go back to that. You know, that way of |ife was hard.

Wiat we have now, we have to develop. That's the way
we were taught. W use what we have to make our |ives
better. And we love our land. There is nobody that can
tell you different.

And you know, the biggest thing that | want to get in
this EISis the inpact of our comunity, of our people.
You know, since the Air Force has been here, | mean, for
the last, what, 70 years or so, | mean, we have seen an
uprise in cancer. And you know, | mean, they dunped druns
and stuff. W have no idea what they are. And on our
beaches, on our shores, they displaced our village
numerous times, no -- no apol ogies, no, you know, I'm
sorry, no reparations. But we live with that. W have
thrived through that.

| have seen -- you know, ny kids, | have a
three-year-old and a 13-year-old. And | noved out for a
few years, and | noved back here after ny daughter was
born because | want this to be the place where she grows
up because | know she's safe here. Her famly is here.
Her grandpa is here. Al of us, you know, we live
together. W watch out for each other.

Peopl e tal k about the bears, put nmore enphasis that
the bears are nore -- nore inportant than we are, the
peopl e, you know, and that isn't true. | nean, the bears

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O NO Ol WDN -

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNREPLOO®O®MNOOTON™AWNERO ®©

Page 53

didn't start really comng around -- | renenber when | was
a kid, we would play out all the time, and we didn't have
a care in the world about a bear, but now, you know, we
have pol ar bear patrol |ooking out for bears and, you
know, | nean, it's like kind of a nuisance for us, but --

You know, we have people coming in that -- in the
summertine that -- people and famlies used to be able to
go out and if they needed to make noney and they had a
boat, they were able to take people out and show themthe
bears, make a little noney for their famly, but because
of regulations there is, | think, five people now, if I'm
correct -- five or six people now that have |icenses to
take people out to view bears that -- you know, | nean
they have a monopoly on it, and there is nothing that
anybody el se can do. You know, that provided money for a
lot of famlies here that weren't able to work or get jobs
fromthe borough or KIC

And | nean, | knowit's hard sonetines to get by.
And that's why we help each other. That's why we hunt.
That's why we fish. You know, if anybody needs help, |
mean, we are a comunity. W are a famly. W help each
ot her.

| have been a KIC board nenber. Unfortunately our
past president, Phillip Tikluk, Jr., passed away. And
was on the board before him and | got -- | got voted out,
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which was fine with ne. And the board brought ne back,
and it was an honor to cone back in his position.

And | know how nuch he fought for this. | mean, |
went in nmeetings with him | was part of the Al O group,
the Arctic Inupiaq O fshore group, and part of a voice
with Phillip. And he was so adamant about us being able
to develop our land, to use our land, to use what, you
know, the governnent gave us that was al ready ours, but
after they gave it to us, they were like, well, you can't
do anything with it because it's a refuge now, so you
can't drill on your land. You can't, you know, make a
pipeline. You can't do anything with your land. You
can't even go on your land with a four-wheeler in the
summertine because it's protected, because it's a wildlife
refuge.

You know, that seeing that and hearing that -- we
see, like, Nuigsut, we see other places |ike Barrow and,
you know, anywhere el se down in the Lower 48, they don't
tell you you can't do this to your land. They don't --
they mght with some things, but | nean, like, with us, we
have never had the opportunity to devel op what is ours.

W have had so nuch taken away fromus that finally we
have hope that we can do sonething. W can nmake sonething
of our |and.

|"ve worked in the oil field before. 1've seen
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Prudhoe. 1've seen how clustered and everything it is.
|"ve worked in Alpine. | know howit's spaced out.
Directional drilling is way less of a footprint. It's the

safety and the environnental aspect of it is alot nore
strenuous than it has been or ever was in the past.

And there is going to be an inpact no matter what,
but we can make sure that us as a conmunity, the people of
Kaktovik -- not anyone el se, not people from Fairbanks,
not people from Anchorage, not people from other
villages should be able to come in and tell us, the people
of Kaktovik, what we can or can't do with our land. They
have no say in it. They shouldn't, you know, but they do.
Because of the nedia, because of other publications,
because of environnental groups, because of government
I ssues, our voice is -- is drowned out. And I'mjust glad
that you guys actually cane up and gave people the
opportunity to speak. And we have people here from ot her
places that don't live here that cane up here just to
speak against this.

And you know, | respect that, but you don't |ive
here. You know, this isn't where you live your whole
life. This isn't where you spend your winters. This
isn't where you raise your kids. Thisisn't -- you are
going to get on a plane, you are going to | eave, and then
what? You can go to a store. You can buy a |oaf of
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bread. You can buy a gallon of mlk.

Qur store went wthout eggs, mlk, bread; essentials,
you know, things for weeks, you know, on end because we
have one airline that can't fly it up. O during the
wintertime we get storns and they can't get planes in
here. W don't have a road system W don't have a barge
system Even in the wintertime, |'ve advocated for an ice
road just so we can get supplies here during the
wintertime when a plane can't come in or when stuff isn't
able to be transported here and nmake it a little bit
easi er.

But it's kind of nerve-w acking coming up here. |
mean, | love my honetown. | love ny people. | love ny
famly. | love all -- you know, it's just finally being
abl e to have the opportunity to develop land that is ours
and making sure that we have a say init, you know, not
everybody else. It isn't everybody else. It should be
us. W have a say. W should work side by side with the
oi | conpanies, with the governnent to nmake sure that our
land is protected, to make sure that in every way possible
our environment is protected, our animals are protected.

And not only that, but the way of life that we live,
hunting. W shouldn't be forced not -- | nean, there is
going to be certain spots -- like with a pipeline going
in, there's going to be certain spots where we can't hunt.
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Wth drill pads, there are going to be certain
restrictions about firearns around it. And that's fine,
just as long as we are able to go where we need to go to
hunt .

| nmean, my sister worked in Deadhorse for a |ong
time, and she was able to trap foxes and things there to
make hats and everything. And she spent nore than hal f
her life there working. And you know, | nean, people in
Nui qsut, they still hunt, they still get caribou, they

still get wolverines, they get wolves.
Wth the right -- with the right -- what's the word
I"mlooking for -- with the right arrangement and the

right opportunities to work hand in hand with the oi
conpani es and the governnent and, you know, BLM and the
Fish & Wldlife Service, to make sure that our voice is
heard, that Kaktovik's voice is heard.

Barter Island, this is where we live. This is our
hometown. This is going to affect us. It's not going to
affect -- it mght be sad that ANNR is open. It mght be
sad that there is an oil rig there. But if you live
sonepl ace el se, you get on a plane or you see it on TV, it
doesn't affect you. It mght affect your emotions, but it
doesn't affect you. It affects us. It affects our
children. It affects me. It affects ny future. It
affects their future.
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And after everything is said and done, all the oil is
gone, you know, we will be there to make sure that
everything is cleaned up. W wll be there to nake sure
that everything is tried to put back the way it was
because no matter what anybody says, we love our land. W
respect our land. And we don't want to see it hurt, but
we need to come together to nake sure that we are heard.

And thank you again for letting us -- but like |
said, the min thing is we need a health study, a
basel ine, to nmake sure what kind of inpacts we have, you
know.

And | guess that's it. So thank you again for com ng
and listening to us.

MR JOE BALASH. So why don't we take a
five-mnute break and stretch our legs a little bit, nmaybe
get sone fresh air. And we will come back and see who
el se mght want to say sonething

(A break was taken.)

M5. NI COLE HAYES: (kay. W're going to
go ahead and get started again. | just want to rem nd
people, this is your opportunity to share with us.
Everybody has shared some really great comments. W want
to continue to hear them Please feel free to come up and
speak. Don't be shy. So the floor is open again. So if
you want to cone up and talk, we are here to listen
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MR. JCE BALASH: So one of the things that
was part of the legislation that authorized the |easing
programwas a limtation on the nunber of surface acres
that can be disturbed for drilling pads, for pipelines and
potentially roads. And I've had conversations with Mayor
Brower in U qiagvik about the ASTAR program and the desire
on the part of folks to start |ooking at year-round gravel
roads to comunities in the borough.

And so a question | would have and appreciate sone
feedback on is whether a road in the 1002 area to support
the devel opnent is sonething that the people in the
conmuni ty woul d wel cone or oppose. And maybe you haven't
t hought about that, but | think that's sonething that
woul d be well worth understanding on the front end here.

| did note the conment about, you know, there is no
road access and there is not really barge access. Wll,
you know, in order to conduct exploration, sonebody is
going to have to nove some pretty big and heavy equi pnent
into the area. And there is going to need to be sone way
to land that. And so, you know, if there are better
pl aces than others for sonething |like that, those are the
ki nds of things that your |ocal know edge woul d be very
hel pful to us.

And one thing to consider is, you know, if sonebody
puts in a barge landing, you know, it doesn't nean it's a
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one-tine only location for themto use and themonly. If
it's sonething that the comunity would like to see nade
avail able for use here, where would you want it? Those
are the kind of things that we can start to build into the
programso that after a company gets their lease, if they
want to bring equipment in, where they bring it, how they
bring it, what time of year. You know, those are all the
kinds of stipulations and conditions that we can build
into the program

And your -- you are the people who know best, you
know, where that should be and where that should not be.
So you know, if you have thoughts on that, we would |ove
to hear it.

MR DENNI'S STACEY: How many acres are
aut horized for disturbance?

MR. JCE BALASH: So the federal law limts
the surface disturbance to 2,000 acres. And, you know,
the | anguage used in the Tax Act is not exhaustive. So
there will probably need to be some interpretations about,
okay, how do you count those acres, which specific
footprints are going to count against that acreage. To
the extent that there nmay or may not be surface
di sturbance on the KI G/ ASRC | ands, you know, does that
count against the 2,000 or not, you know.

So those are the kinds of things that we will be
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fleshing out here along the way. | think there is
certainly a reasonable interpretation that any surface
di sturbance on the ASRC portion of |and doesn't count
against the 2,000-acre limtation on federal |and.
|"msure that some other lawyer is going to interpret
that differently and test us but, you know, those are the
kinds of things that -- you know, we can't tell KIC and
ASRC where to put a barge landing, but if there are parts
of the federal acreage that you know woul d be a bad pl ace
for a barge landing, then it would be good for us to know
t hat .

MR ROLAND WARRI OR One comment on your
barge landing. 1'd like to see a nore appropriate barge
| andi ng here in Kaktovik. Last year during our whaling
time we got a barge | anded where we pull up our whale.

MR. JCE BALASH: Ckay. And that's close
here, close by here?

MR. ROLAND WARRIOR Yeah, to service our
village.

MR JOE BALASH  (kay.

MR CHARLES LAMPE: \Were we pull up our
whal es when we do our fall whale hunt, we get three whales
a year, and we usually use that part of the beach to pul
up the whale to divide amongst the comunity. And
unfortunately, that's the spot where the barge cones into
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deliver fuel and vehicles and equi pment and whatever is
needed. That's usually where they dock.

And fromwhat it sounds |ike, the renediation project
that they have going on right now with the hangar, they
are asking if they can use that portion of the beach to
dock and unload all the contam nated gravel and steel and
everything. And we are fighting it, but I don't know
exactly how much of a say we have on whether or not it's
going to be able to be off limts for them

So a barge landing woul d be nice. | nmean, we can do
a road to the other end to the island where it's pretty
much open ocean. There is a spot there that a barge
| andi ng woul d be nice or, you know, sone place other than
where we pull up our whal es.

Also with the ice road deal, the infrastructure for
the beginning -- | worked on Al pine when it was first in
construction, so |I've worked on, like, the runway and the
first pad that was built there. It's mainly done in the
wintertime, so ice roads can be built so heavy trucks can
haul gravel frommne sites. The majority of pretty much
all of the construction for gravel pads and stuff is done
during the wintertine. And we have never really had an
ice road here. W have Rolligons that cone that deliver
supplies every once in a while, but not very often.

But an ice road, | think the North Sl ope Borough nay
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have in the works right nowto start doing ice roads every
winter to each of the villages, which would be really
nice. W would be able to get nmore groceries and vehicles
and fuel or whatever we need a | ot easier and better
access to be able to | eave, you know, during winter. You
know, during the summertine it wouldn't matter, but during
the winter it would really help, so --

MR. JCE BALASH So the mention of the
fall whaling activity sparks something for ne, which is,
you know, typically the equipnment for exploration gets
moved in seasonally, right? So if you inagine the barge
traffic that may be increased for that, what kind of
activity or limtations on activity need to be considered
so that there is not interference with your fall whaling?

MR. CHARLES LAMPE: W kind of have
sonething in place right now w th Bowhead Transportation
and Carlisle.

MR GLEN SOLOMON: What he's really
tal king about is we work with the oil companies to
determ ne on when we do do our fall whaling hunt so
everything goes at a halt. And they had to wite a
contract on that and sign it and everything. But Bowhead
Transportation don't want to sign that contract or
anything like that. So whenever they come and go as they
pl ease while we are doing our hunting, we would like to
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see that put to a stop because once the oil industry says,
okay, we will put it at a stop, how | ong you need and
everything, and once we get done with our whaling hunts,
they get back into production or whatever they are doing
and everything like that, seismc and everything |like
that. It's just everything is put to a halt.

But we woul d sure |love to see Bowhead Transportation
do that, also, because, you know, it was kind of
di sturbing |ast year where we would be out there seven,
eight mles out and seeing a barge out there and calling
themon the radi o and saying you guys are not supposed to
be out here but, you know, they never signed that contract
or anything. And |'d sure love to see that.

And also | would really love to see a road system out
of here because, you know, it would bring nore
infrastructure to our conmmunity and also it would | ower
the cost of plane tickets, the cost of freight, groceries
comng into our village because, you know, you go to the
store here and buy a gallon of mlk for, like, $20 and,
you know, |ike if you are down there Anchorage, you buy a
gallon of nmilk for, like, $5. Try buy a loaf of bread for
$5 where you buy themfor, like, a quarter, 75 cents to a
dollar, but it's pretty spendy because the high price of
Ravn, it really takes a toll on our village because, you
know, they are the only airlines that cone into our
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village.

We brought it up at AFN so many years and nothing has
ever been done with it. And you know, |ike you said,
having other airlines come through here, but Ravn has
monopol i zed the whole North Sl ope where they set the price
and everything. It's pretty harsh because we ask for
| ower prices on airline tickets, and what they do, they
hi gher up the prices and everything |ike that and also the
freight. It's like 2.50, $3 for a pound, and that's
pretty rough

Thanks.

MS. LILLIAN LAMPE: M nane is Lillian
Lanpe, and |'mhere working in the community, and | travel
the villages. I'moriginally fromNuiqgsut, and |'ve
experienced that, the environnental inpact to our
community. The benefits are great. It really helps the
community. | just -- | know BLM doesn't do -- Fish &
Wldlife to do studies for you. And I woul d suggest that
the Native village in your community get resources to hire
a conpany that will -- what do you call that? Yeah, that
wi |l help do your studies. And they do it every year
And they are real good because they studied our fish, and
then they give those statenents back to us with BLM ASRC
And there is a lot of good things about it.

But the thing I'mconcerned about is the water
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resource. |If they are going to build ice roads, | don't
know how much -- you know, the |akes you have around the
conmunities, if they are going to build ice roads, make
sure they study those because they have fish. And they
are the healthiest fish in there other than the river and
the ocean because nothing probably gets into those | akes.
But they are really good fish. That's what we found out
in our years. And they just need to do nore studies on
how deep the lake is. And there is fish in there. And
just wanted to bring that up

The inmpacts that we have are great. And the
mtigation, the funds, you know, whatever your conmunity
wants. | just want to say that make sure you get al
mtigated for what your comunity needs because we have
those mtigations, as well. W got natural gas. W
have -- we don't have cheaper prices in the store because
our corporation got a business with AC store, and they are
expensive. But it really helps to get things into your
conmunity, especially if thereis -- if you wanted to
build your own homes because that's what we struggle for.

Those are our inpacts. Hones for the -- you know,
for your grandkids. | have grandkids. They need a hone.
They are not going to live in ny 20-, 30-year-old hone.
It's not going to |ast.

But those kind of statenments are very crucial, and it
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will help you. And the benefits are good. Qur hunting,
it's deterred [sic], but you know what? We still can
hunt. W have those rights. W still can hunt the food
that we eat, but they need to follow through when -- when
we ask for something to protect our food, our land, our
resources, they have to follow those. And | hope that,
you know, those things will be in place before.

And then the -- the base for -- like if they are
going to drill sonmewhere and they -- they won't have an
airport. |f something emergent happens, Barter Island has
got to be the base because you have an airport. It wll
help. | just wanted to bring that up. | think | got a
lot more. But | care about my comunities. | work for ny
comunities in all the eight villages on the Slope. And |
come to neetings like this. And | went to Point Lay
meeting, too, as well. And I'mhere today, so | just want
to voi ce out.

Thank you

MR. CHARLES LAMPE: As far as the airstrip
and the airline about flying workers in or the
infrastructure for that, I know there has been concern
froma few residents about not having Kaktovik as a
central hub because we don't want the influx of people
coming injust to go to work and having to go through
Kaktovik all the time, that people have to come in and out
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of Kaktovik. W would rather have it the way it was kind
of set up at Al pine where they have their own air strip
there or like a central hub |ike Kuparuk or Deadhorse
where they can fly in there without affecting Kaktovik so
much and use that as nore of a drop-off place for the

wor kers and have themeither helicoptered out or flown out
with a smaller flight to the different fields.

But it would be nice to get nore airlines flying up
here, like Gen and a few other people said. Ravn has a
monopoly on our little village. W spend $700 round trip
per person to fly to Fairbanks to take our kids on
vacation or shop or, you know, just to get out of the
village for a while.

But during the sumer nmonths we have a | ot of
tourists that come in, and they take up the flights every
summrer from | want to say, end of July, beginning of
August till the bears leave or till it freezes over, til
Novenber .

And we have a lot of people with health issues, you
know, people that have to go out for dental or nedica
issues that -- | knowit's hard for themto get a flight
out .

But that isn't the worst thing. The worst thing is
if you get a flight out and your stay is made | onger
because you have nore appointnents that weren't schedul ed
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or somet hing happens, either you get weathered out, you
can't get a flight back home, so you are stuck in

Fai rbanks or Anchorage during the peak season of tourism
where the prices for a hotel or car rental double or
triple where lowincome famlies here aren't able to pay
for that, but because of the one airline with flights
booked daily, not able to get back home, we have seen a

| ot of people get stuck in Anchorage or Fairbanks on --
for nedical reasons and just have no place to live or no
food to eat and rely on conmmunities. W pull together as
a community and make sure that that person has a place to
stay or food to eat or relatives in tow that will help

t hem out .

But we need nore -- nore enphasis on getting nore
airlines or different ways of people to either travel back
and forth or get goods that we need just for daily living
here. You know, it's -- like | said, it's hard living up
here, and it costs a lot. Yeah, we nake a | ot of noney.
Ve make hi gh wages, but those wages are offset because of
how expensi ve things are.

Natural gas woul d be great. | mean, that would help
so many people in this conmunity with heating al one, even
just to get a natural gas pipeline or a natural gas well
drilled here to help offset the cost of fuel because we
have our fuel barged in. What is it, $7 a gallon for
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diesel for gas, and for residential -- | nean, it costs an
armand a leg just to stay warmduring the winter. And
for us to be able to get a natural gas pipeline or natural
gas to hel p heat the hones woul d benefit our conmunity so
much. Even if that's all that came out of this, | nean
that would be worth it.

But you know, it's -- it's going to be hard the next
10, 15 -- it's not going to happen right away. It's not
going to be developed in a year or two or five or
whatever. [It's not going to happen right away. W are
going to be affected slowy. And we as a comunity need
to make sure that we are taken care of. Not only us, but
our future generations are taken care of and that our
voice is heard and that it isn't overshadowed by outside
entities or other groups that think they know what's best
for us here when they don't even really cone and
experience what we live through every -- every day, every
year, every week.

You know, it's -- it's disheartening hearing comrents
on TV and radi o from people who will never, ever step foot
here. But, you know, |'ve traveled to Washington to
advocate for the opening of ANVR so we can devel op our
| and, and just having people there that haven't even
stepped foot in Al aska have a say in whether you can
devel op your land or use your resources, they have nore of
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a say than we do, and we live here.

You know, that's the hardest thing. You know, people
telling you no, telling you you can't do what you want to
do with your resources to better your famly and your
community, that's the hardest thing. They gave us this
| and. They took the |and away, then they gave us a little
bit back and told you you can't do anything with it. You
know, it took an act of Congress just for us to be able to
have these tal ks, you know, and that's amazing. | never
t hought that was going to happen, you know, not in ny
lifetime, but it has.

|"mnot a Trunp supporter or a Hllary supporter.
I"mjust for us. | nean, this is to benefit us as a
people, as a community. And you know, it's going to --
it's going to benefit not only us. It's going to benefit
the North Sl ope Borough by the tax revenue that they get.
It's going to benefit Al aska fromthe Trans-A aska
Pipeline. It's going to keep oil flowing. It's going to
keep TAPS goi ng.

|"d rather have it onshore than offshore. ['m
against offshore. 1'ma whaler. | know, you know, how
difficult it would be for, you know, an oil spill to be
cleaned up. 1'd rather have it onshore where we woul d be
able to at least contain it and deal with it.

But you know, having -- | remember growing up. [|'m
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42 years old. | renenber grow ng up and watching ny dad
go house to house with a water truck filling everybody's
water tank so they have water to bathe, to cook, you know,
to clean their house. W renenber walking -- having to
use the bathroomin a bucket and picking that bucket up
and walking it outside. It was one of the daily, weekly
chores that we have to renove our own human waste into a
55-gal lon drumso it could be dunped out in the sewage
| agoon. W renenber those days. |'mnot that old. But
our kids, | don't want themto have to experience that.
They can experience that when they go canping, but as far
as having flushing toilets and running water, | don't want
to deal with that. W get that because of the tax revenue
fromthe North Sl ope Borough. And this would add to that.

This building that we are sitting in with the new
gym flush toilets, a lot of the jobs that we work is a
benefit fromoil discovery and oil production. And, you
know, just having that becone a possibility on our own
land is sonmething |'mlooking forward to hopeful |y seeing
and for wishing in the near future.

So thank you

M5. ALLISON WARDEN: I'ma -- | don't live
here. | live in Anchorage. | was born and raised in
Fai rbanks. 1'mone of those Inupiaqgs that probably

couldn't survive a winter up here, and | definitely

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 73

couldn't afford to live here. | would if I could, but it
definitely takes a certain kind of toughness that -- |
could do it, but --

MR. CHARLES LAMPE: You got famly here.
You could do it.

M5. ALLI SON WARDEN: For a while, | was
involved with the environmental organizations, Sierra
G ub. People saw nme comng around. | thought it was good
because | got to see how they operate and how they talk
about our people when the people aren't in the room GCot
to go to Arctic Village. | -- being that deep into those
organi zations and those big NGOs real ly woke ne up in
terns of how our people are viewed by these big, huge,

multimllion-dollar corporations. | think it would be a
| ot easier if Inupiags weren't here for a |lot of
different -- because we are left out of the conversation

or even just left out of the whole narrative a | ot of
tines.

| have so many stories. And | -- of where | was
just, like, are you serious? No nention of the Inupiaq at
all in certain narratives. At all. You know, at big,

huge | obbying sessions to try to -- and | just saw how the
money works and how the environnental organizations
utilize their big, huge bases of people who want to
protect wlderness and have this romanticized idea of what
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wi | derness is, like C.C. says who has never been here and
how they sell this idea of this place that's pristine and
all these things.

And it was -- it was really hard. You know, | |et
it -- 1 was like, | don't work with the Sierra Cub
anynore. | don't even -- | don't know if anyone is here.

But | know someone is here fromthem but | don't even
want to talk to them And the WIderness League, they are
like the worst, you know. And anot her eye-awakening
monment was when | was in a neeting at the \Wite House or
sonething, and | was just there -- they were |ike, hey, do
you want to go to this thing? | was like, I'll go listen
in and see what they are saying. And the Gmch'in were
| obbying for their area not to be wlderness and for our
area to be wilderness. And so that was one of those
moments where | was, like, whew, you know. [It's things
like that.

But I'mglad | went through it because | can talk to

you guys about it. | can talk to the people here about
what |'ve seen. It was really hard. | think there is
grassroots organi zations that are indigenous. So | nean,
that doesn't -- what |'ve said is that the power is in the
peopl e who live here. | don't live here. And | nade that
clear all the way. | don't live in Kaktovik. M voice
doesn't -- what matters is the people who |ive there. The
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power is in the tribes. The power is in the people who
live here.

And I'm-- it nakes ne happy to hear that the people
who live here are standing up for what they need and what

they want and how they want to do it. | thinkit's a
uni que opportunity for the people here who live here to
come together. | have a list fromny uncle and say this

is what we -- this is howit's going to happen and this is
what we demand, you know. And | see -- you know, it's --

| had a really hard time today because | was, like -- ny
uncle gave nme this list, and | was, like, | agree with
everything on here.

And | could just talk to any of you about ny
experiences working with the big NGOs and how they use the
pol ar bear's emblemof this place, howthe -- there is
just a lot of money. There is a lot a lot of noney behind
t hese big, huge organizations, and there is no voice from
the | nupi aqg.

MR. CHARLES LAMPE: They have all the
money, and none of it cones here.
MS. ALLI SON WARDEN: None of it comes

here. And | did try to tell them-- | was like, if you
want to change people's mnds here, then make all the
houses green and live off totally solar. | said, get a

natural gas pipeline here. Do this concrete action. GCet
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it so -- you know, natural gas so people don't have to pay
diesel. So | was a challenging person for themto work
with because | would call honme and talk to people and ask
what was really going on and what people wanted. [It's
hard because |'mone of those people that will get ny
feelings hurt, you know, not seeing the place the way it
was or is now.

But | believe in nmy cousin and the | eadership that's
in place right now Yeah, | was -- | just had ny own --
you know, | decided to put all ny energy towards art. So
| have been doing art exhibitions in nuseuns and things
like that. | travel all over the world doing ny art
because | -- there was no place for ne within that fight
because | don't live here.

So you know, that's just sone things | wanted to say.
You know, my uncle at one point when | cane here with the
Sierra Club gave me this great book called In This Place
a Quide for Those Wo Wuld Wrk in the Country of
Kaktovikmut. And I thought that was really inportant to
read because it cones fromthe people and the |and here.
Yeah.

| think it's inportant for you guys to have the
conversations, the direct -- | think -- | don't know. For
sone reason, like with the environnmental organizations,
they never came here. They weren't comng here to talk to
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the people for -- and when | had that filmfestival here,
that was the first time in 20-plus years that they even
tried to engage with the conmunity directly, except for --
but they were doing all this |obbying and gathering of
signatures and all this other stuff to protect the refuge,
but without actually talking to the people here.

So that was really -- you know, you could only see so
much of that, you know, until you are, like -- you know,
it's really hard. It doesn't -- it's not right.

And so | think the nmore that you guys have direct
conversations and the more people in the village that get
invol ved and actual ly work on what it's going to | ook Iike
and -- | mean, this -- and also retributions [sic] for
things that went wong. There is Native allotnents that
were never -- that aren't -- aren't rectified. People
don't -- nmy nomis one of them She doesn't have her
Native allotment. There is -- you know, there are so many
i npacts that happen and we haven't gotten reinbursed for
any of them The experiments that were done on us, on our
peopl e when they were kids.

Nobody signed up to be a refuge. And that's what |
had been saying when | was in the environnental belly. |
was, |ike, nobody ever signed the paper to be a refuge.

So it was something that kind of |anded on us, and then it
restricted a lot of the ways that people use their |and
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traditionally. And it's frustrating, I know, for the
hunters not to be able to go on four-wheelers like their
cousins do in Barrow. It's crazy that you have to get
sonme kind of permt to go in the ocean, a fancy Coast
Quard permt. Al the regulations around here.

But the power is in the people, and it's always been

in the people and the people who live here. | live in
Anchorage. | have land here. | would love to build on
it. | would love to live here. | take care of ny nom now

in Anchorage. So she's there.

There is something else | wanted to say. But | think
my cousin will say alot. | just wanted to say to the
peopl e here in Kaktovik, |'ve seen the whol e everything of
these big, huge environnmental organizations. | was way up
deep init, and I was -- ny whole -- | was just so
di sheartened. And when | needed themthe nost, you know,
they just cut me off without any warning and weren't there
for me when | needed them And just |ike now they are
doing the things that in a way that they -- there is no
| earning that happens because | tried to talk to them and
teach them how to even come into the community in the
proper way, and there is still no |earning, even now.
There is no learning. And I'mtalking about the
environmental groups. It's just not --

An exanple is CNNis here, and they didn't have any
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war ni ng, no proper protocol, nothing. And the president

of -- or the west chair of Sierra Club, Dan -- you guys

m ght have seen himhere before. He brought them here,
and he knew that he was supposed to -- he knew all the
things he was supposed to do, but he did it anyway. And
the trips they have taken so many people up the river, the
Sierra Cub, the fanous people. They don't even come into

the village or spend any noney. | mean, |'ve seen it all,
you know, and I'mglad | sawit.

You know, it's -- it's a big business. It's a big
busi ness, both sides. And yeah, and it's selling the idea
of this wilderness. And | just -- it's not w | derness.
It's your home. |It's the home of ny ancestors. It's -- |
just -- it's been pretty --

Anyway, | just wanted to say that the power is in the
people here, and it's up to them Al the power is in
what they have to say. They know the specifics of what
needs to be done. | think the whole comunity, you know,
needs to get involved with like -- okay, because they --
you know |ike the baseline health study, | think that's a

great idea and baseline for all the animals. | really
can't say because | don't -- | don't know. But | agree
with what my uncle is saying. Yeah

So that's ny story. | still make art. | do make
art. 1'mgoing to make an art show around, you know,
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things. | used to nake art around the -- around -- | had
a show where | had both sides, both voices of for and

agai nst opening the refuge, and it was a show. Both sides
were represented in different characters, but | stopped

making art around it. | was done. | was just |ike done
with all of that. So | made a cerenonial house, Inupiaq
cerenoni al house instead. | amgoing to make a show

around -- but I'll be back in September with sone artists

to ook at polar bears. They are artists fromlceland.
And they are going to nake art. So that's the first tine
|"mtaking a group to look at the bears. It's hard --
it's hard to cone here and -- ny nomand | are here. She
is here six weeks and |'mhere until | pack up her whole
house and nove her back down to Anchorage with ne.

So anyway, I'mwlling to talk to anyone personally
about what | saw and how it felt to be in those spaces and
how much the Inupiaq voice was not even on the radar,
especially with the big, huge canpaigns and all different
ki nds of ways.

| was in Paris and they wanted to do a video of ne
for the climate change neetings, and they were, like, why
do you support protecting the refuge. And | was, like --
| |ooked at them | was, like, | don't support protecting
the refuge. So | think they always get surprised. | was,
like, I don't believe in the refuge. The refuge happened
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and landed. It's not sonething people woul d have agreed
to if they knew what was going on. | don't think any of
our ancestors woul d have agreed to the designation of |and
and how everything happened. So that was wong fromthe
get - go.

And you know, you have got to understand the inpacts
that have been here haven't been here that |ong. You
know, the Boston whalers didn't cone here. W were
protected pretty much fromthe outside until, you know --

| just want to share a story about ny great
gr andf at her Akoot chook who |I'mnaned after. M nom al ways
told me that he would only let officers into the village,
and he woul d taste everything before he would | et
people -- he would taste everything before the other
people could eat them So that's just something to think
about is that he was -- when the mlitary first came, not
just any soldier could cone into the village. It was only
officers or higher. So he protected the village as nuch
as he could fromjust all the officers just anybody
running free, and he did the taste test.

So we have the ability to get retribution [sic], |
think especially for the experiments that were done and
for the -- everything. There are so many things that just
have been done that are so wong. | think thisis a
moment to tal k about those things and bring them out and
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make sure that they are all handled and the noney is going
to that.

| hate to see how it mght |ook, but | appreciated
what C. C. said about the people that will still be here to
deal with it as it goes. So it's hard. Yeah. | don't
know. | just -- | just wanted to share that.

| want to share another story because | was in
Guch'in territory and I was in Arctic Village, and they
said, you know, every time you guys have a medevac |ate at
night, we see that plane cone over. W see it because
they -- and they say, we pray for you guys whenever we see
that medevac plane. And that really touched ny heart. So

there is real people who live there. | just think they
shoul d have come up and -- | don't appreciate that there
has been no effort fromtheir part to cone here and neet
the people and cone to the land. | tried when | was with

the Sierra Qub to get a charter of Kaktovik people there
and Gwm ch'in people here, but there was no funding for
that fromthe environnental organizations. There is no
funding for all ny ideas that | thought m ght be good, and
they were healthy. Yeah. |It's hard. So | just wal ked
away fromthose. But I'mstill in --

You know, anyway, | have been talking a long tine.
Thank you.

MR. CHARLES LAMPE: |s this the only
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meeting that BLMis going to have up here in Kaktovik?
MR. JCE BALASH: This is the only scoping
meeting, but we will be back, I'msure, to have
gover nment -t o- gover nment neetings with and consul tation
with KIC and ASRC. So eventually there will be a draft
Environnental |npact Statenent prepared, and when that is
conplete and ready for publication, it will go out for
public coment, and we will conme back and have a public
meeting on the draft EIS. It will contain all the
different alternatives, different ways of doing the
| easing. And so yes, we will cone back for that.

And you know, as far as the dial ogue on howto -- how
to prepare that EIS, you know, that is sonething that |
think it's really inportant for people to understand that
the tribe is able to engage us and talk to us, regardless
of what the comment deadlines are. So you know, the tribe
can talk to us at any point along the way. And you are
not just another stakeholder. You have a specia
relationship with the federal governnent that we have to
honor .

And, you know, | am personally conmtted to engagi ng
on this project. That's why I'mhere today. And | wll
be back again in the future. |'mable to cone up to
Al aska roughly once a quarter to do these kinds of
meetings in conmunities and with the various governnents.
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And so if we need to talk nore frequently than that, it
may have to be by phone or video conference but, you know,
we are here to be available and accessible to nake sure we
are getting the right input and understanding fromthe
conmuni ty.

MR CHARLES LAMPE: Make sure before you
guys cone up the next tinme for better advanced -- nore
information for the commnity about when you will be
coming up and a different tinme for your neetings. | know
you guys planned it for the afternoon, which is not a good
time because a | ot of the conmmunity works, and we don't
get off till 5:00, a lot of the mgjority of the conmunity.
So it would be better to have the neetings at a later
time, say 6:00. 6:30.

MR JOE BALASH (Ckay. Ida says no.

M5. | DA ANGASAN:  Woul d you define
scopi ng, please. Define scoping.

MR JOE BALASH. So scoping is one of the
phases for us under the National Environnental Policy Act.
Wien we are considering a federal action, we have to take
into account the inpacts associated with that action, and
we have to look at what are the likely inpacts under a --

i f somebody comes to us with an application for a project,
let's say, or if we as the government are initiating a new
programlike this one, we have to anal yze the inpacts and
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we have to look at different ways of acconplishing the
pur pose of the action.

And so in this case what we are | ooking at is howto
conduct the |ease sales that Congress has told us we need
to conduct. So we will ook at the various descriptions
and conditions, but this phase we are in right nowis
where we are identifying all of the issues, all of the
el ements that we will study in the EIS document so that
when this draft comes out sonetime maybe |ater this year
we will have | ooked at all of the things that people raise
in these nmeetings or in these conments.

And it's inmportant -- you know, you don't have to say
in front of everybody here what it is you think we need to
| ook at. You can wite it down on one of the coment
cards. You can send us an email. Al of that gets
conpi | ed together, and we, after the comment period
cl oses, prepare what's called a scoping report.

MS. | DA ANGASAN: Thank you.

MR. GLEN SOLOMON: | have one nore, too,
to add onto that is infrastructure because, you know, we
have all these -- our old artifacts and everything that
are -- that are somewhere else, and we would | ove to have
a nuseum here so we could bring all our artifacts here.
And you know, that would nake a job for sonebody to take
care of the museum and al so sonebody there to tell them
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our tradition, our know edge of the past and everything

|ike that, how Kaktovi k became Kaktovik. | thought I'd
put that out to you
Thanks.

MR MATTHEW REXFORD: Hello. M nane is

Matt hew Rexford, and I'mthe president of Kaktovik Inupiaq
Corporation. 1'd like to first of all thank you folks for
comng to Kaktovik to hear what the people here have to
say. There is a lot of good input that was shared today.
And | just wanted to reiterate also that I'mlifelong
resident of Kaktovik. Al the gravel roads you see, the
runway, the lights, the power, the electricity, the
running water, this school, our clinic, public safety
officers, the buildings, North Sl ope Borough, all of this
is the benefits of devel opment in our region on the North
Slope. And we see those benefits and live with those.

And | like what has been brought up previously, that
the Bureau of Land Management should read In This Pl ace.
It's a Gty of Kaktovik document that they worked on in
the '90s all about the coastal plain of the Arctic
National Wldlife Refuge and history on what the people
and | eaders in those days have produced and recorded.
It's a guide for those who would work in the country of
t he Kaktovi km ut. Kaktovikmut are the people, the
traditional people, the tribal people who have lived here
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and have always |ived here.

And | would al so say that you shoul d include
recommendations that those who woul d participate in any
| ease sale for the coastal plain, that they review those
docunents, as well, because that's what pretty nuch --
essentially what those docunents are for, for those who
woul d like to work in the country of Kaktovikm ut, any
organi zation, any business.

And to ensure that the Kaktovikmut are an integral
part of this process, their voices should be heard, as you
heard them above those who do not |ive on or near the
coastal plain of the Arctic National WIdlife Refuge.

And | like the idea of a village health assessnent.
And that should be a part of this process, as well, to
provi de a baseline neasure of the health of the comunity
and to assure that we are not negatively inpacted.

And | would like to say that BLM shoul d ensure that
any adverse effects to the wildlife and subsistence
resources are thoroughly studied and protected.
| ndi genous know edge fromthe comunity nenbers should be
incorporated into any environnental and/or wildlife
studi es conducted in the coastal plain, and the
Kakt ovi km ut should be consulted on how these studies are
conduct ed.

Ve see sone scientific studies with poor planning.
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Once the polar bears was listed as a threatened species.
That mandated the United States government to
scientifically study the polar bear. And that scientific
study was highly invasive. They used a helicopter to dive
bonb every single polar bear in the state of Al aska that
they encountered on that study. Dart gunned them every
single one. Tranquilized them did not assure that the
bear was not -- no longer had the tranquilizing effects
before they left them So yes, the people should have a
say in how the research is conducted.

And | would recommend to the Fish & Wldlife Service
to enter into a comanagenent arrangement with the
communi ty of Kaktovik for that very reason

There should be a thorough review of closed and
pending Native allotnments, especially those closed with
the withdrawal of the mlitary Public Land Order 82 from
Barter Island.

The conmunity needs to be provided access, especially
all-terrain vehicle, in the sunmer and fall nonths across
|l and on the coastal plain and into the wlderness areas of
the refuge for hunting, fishing, camping and subsistence
use sites. Support should be provided to the comunity,
especially the Native Village of Kaktovik, to assist in
their capacity to effectively participate in this process
and to provide a tribal inpact |iaison.
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| npact aid has not been addressed. It was brought
up, and Kaktovik needs to know that they will receive
assi stance for their community.

The conmunity desires to have access to natural gas,
for reasons previously stated. And the -- another issue
is the roads. That is another tough issue that our
conmmuni ty has spoken on and about. And | see the benefits
of having a road to Kaktovik, along with a bridge,
per haps.

During the pol ar bear tour seasons, folks can be --
won't have an available flight for sone -- sone folks
| onger than three weeks before they could cone back into
the community, and they left for nedical purposes. And
that's a hardship on our people. It's alife, health and
safety concern and issue.

Thank you for being here. Thanks.

MR. ROLAND WARRIOR WAy to speak strong
Mat t hew.

MR. CHARLES LAMPE: How nmuch nore wei ght
is given to the voice of the people who are actually from
Kaktovik and live in Kaktovik? How much nore of an effect
or how much -- is our voice nore heard, or rather than
listening to environmental groups or people that don't
live here, how nuch nmore do you val ue our opinions, or is
there nore of a value of our opinions in your ears and
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eyes? And what you will bring back to Washington and to
the people that you guys answer to and work for? How much
will our words really matter to you is what | want to
know.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER.  They work
for the governnent.

MR. CHARLES LAMPE: |'mnot speaking to
you. | was speaking to them

M5. | DA ANGASAN. W want to hear what
they have to say.

MR. JCE BALASH: So everything about this
is going to be reviewed and probably challenged in the
courts. And so | wll tell you that we have to consider
the input and comments of everybody who conments in this
process.

MR CHARLES LAMPE: | understand that.

MR JOE BALASH  But, you know, the Deputy
Secretary and nyself came here in February to let the
communi ty know that this process was going to begin, that
we were going to be comng back for scoping. And the
reason we did that is because we know the inpacts that are
going to be felt and the consequences of this programare
going to be felt nost directly by the people who live here
and nearby. So we are paying very close attention to what
the people here have to say. And we want to take every
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bit of that into account as we devel op this docunent and
this program

So of course we are going to have to weigh the
conments of everybody, but -- but when it cones to
identifying those things that matter nost that are
specific to the locations here and the outlying areas, you
know, it's your know edge that is -- is going to instruct
us the best. That's probably the safest way for ne to say
t hat .

MR CHARLES LAMPE: (kay.
MS. | DA ANGASAN. Thank you. 1'mgoing to

stand up again. M nane is Ida Angasan. |'mwth NVK
My father, ny dad is |saac Kupaak Akootchook. He retired
fromthe DEWIline, ITT. And he's 96 years old, alert and
wel | and everything. He doesn't go much of anywhere
except to KIC and ASRC neetings, you know. Those are his
bi ggest events, you know, and | think that's very -- he
likes that.

And |I've known nmy dad to say change is com ng
Change is happening. Wen we don't like the change, we
have to think about it, think of our mnd and what we
think about it and how are we going to process it. And he
says oil conpanies have inproved. G can be drilled
onshore. He enphasized onshore, but not offshore. How
are you going to clean the icebergs? How are you going to
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clean the gas and the oil fromthe icebergs out there?
Has anybody ever in their life has oil conpanies gone out
to the ocean and cl eaned icebergs? Anyone?

My dad and my uncles, ny cousins, they built that DEW
line up there back in the '50s and '60s. You know who
your dad is. You guys know who your parents are, your
grandparents. They built that DEWIline. They built their
own houses out of scraps, plywood scraps that they found
in the dunp that the DEWIine people dunped into the end
of the old runway down there. [It's full of scraps, netal
and iron. And everything is rusted. And that's still a
-- what do you call that? Help. It's a --

MR CHARLES LAMPE:  Environment al
hazar d.

M5. | DA ANGASAN. It's an environmental --
it's a hazard. It is. Howwould you like to live with
metal and with all that stuff down there? But that's how
they built their own places. W would wake up in the
morning to go to school. It was cold. Has any of you
ever wake up to a cold house to go to school? Have you
wal ked to the school in the winter in the blizzards and
anything in your life? That's the way we lived. And then
my dad says we chopped wood. W pack water. You see that
wat er | ake we have? W lived down there. W used to --
they used to pack water fromthere to our houses, you

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O NO Ol WDN -

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNREPLOO®O®MNOOTON™AWNERO ®©

Page 93

know. They had to scrape for five-gallon buckets and
stuff like that, make their own yokes w th whatever string
or rope you can find, you know, and nake a yoke.

They built their own houses. They built their own
beds. They built everything of their own. Qur parents
never went to school. M parents didn't. But they
learned to live with the change.

And when they -- when the DEWIine dunped things into
the dunp down there, our parents would go down there and
see -- find and see what -- if they could find something
that is useful to us, maybe a bow or maybe plates or
maybe silverware or fork that was thrown away by the DEW
line people up there. To this day, | can say this: M
dad -- ny nomand dad found a big set of soup bow s, but
they are thin ones. W call themsoup bows. They are
like plates, but they have these little things on them
and they are glass. They don't shatter |ike today's
glass. Those were nade |ong ago, and they -- ny dad -- ny
dad still has those. Those are fromthe dunp that was --
that they went and got, you know, so --

Today what do we do? M dad says -- he says, come
over here. So | gowth himto the kitchen sink, and he
says, look. He turns the faucet, and it comes on;
whereas, before we have to pack water fromup there so we
coul d wash dishes with, wash our bodies wth, wash our
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houses with and everything el se. You know, we used --
sparing water

And |'mgoing to say this. Even though there is a
tub of water for there, we started with the babies first
and then went one, two, three, four, five -- there were
six of us, and we all used the same water so we coul d
bathe once a week. Once a week. What did they use for
di apers? Scraping the diapers with whatever we had. And
it's -- and that's how we used it.

And ny dad says, go to the bathroom What does he
do? He said, look. Press a button. Wat does it do?

Al the -- you just flowit -- you know, the water picks
it up, and it goes onto the sewer water. That is the
easiest thing he said he's ever done in his life.

Wiereas, before you get these honey buckets, buckets that
you use, you put the plastic in there and you had to go to
the -- make that 52-gallon drumand open it up and put the
waste -- the human waste in there. So -- anyways --

And our clothing. The women used the needl e and
thread. Many of the wonen, and even nen, you know, how
did they make our clothes? They -- they would sew fur and
calico and stuff, and order -- long ago they found
cal fskin. They used that to make designs for their --
to -- maybe the designs for their clothing, and then they
used caribou. They would sew the caribous together so you
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could have the clothing for your body and you stay warm
The fur, the wolverine and the fur and the wolf and any
kind of fur you have, like this, you know, you put the
hood over you, it keeps you warmfromthe blizzards and
the wind. So it's -- everything is sewn by hand.

How many children do you have? Six. Six children to
sew for. Everything is sewed by hand by the wonen. Long
ago they used candle lights with seal oil, and the wonen
are sewing inside the igloo. Means the ice -- you know,
the snow, i gl oo.

Thank you. I'mnot finishing it. | just have to say
t hat .

MR CHARLES LAMPE: | heard hi msay al nost
at every KIC neeting that he's had to live, learn, adapt,
but make sure that he takes care of his famly and
community all the time. And progress is always noving
forward and never going back. And in the past was hard.
They were hard people. And the things that they have gone
through, the way of life that they lived is just al nost
uni magi nable. Now just think of how easy we have it.

And they still installed our core values of famly,
| and, animals, taking care of each other, taking care of
the land and making sure that our famly and the land is
al ways taken care of. And you know, I'mtruly grateful
for that. So -- I'mlooking forward to seeing |saac at
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the neeting.

MS. NI COLE HAYES: So | think we have
until 9:00 p.m, so we probably have another half an hour
i f people want to come up and share anything they haven't
shared yet.

MR ROLAND WARRIOR Who are you
coordinating with here to notify the comunity of the
meeting? Who are you talking to to tell themthat you are
com ng for the neeting?

MS. NI COLE HAYES: So we have been -- we
sent out mailings to everyone we could find a P.O box to.
W sent fliers out and notified online. W have had press
rel eases. |'ve contacted KIC and NVK and the city
council. | actually originally coordinated the meeting
with the city council and the comunity hall, but when
this got reschedul ed because of the death in the
community, | think there is a council neeting tonight at
7:00, which is why we schedul ed the neeting earlier to try
not to conflict with that.

So if there are other ways we shoul d be reaching out
to the comunity, please pass it on and we will make sure
to do that next tinme.

MR. CHARLES LAMPE: See, a lot of us
didn't receive the notification of the meeting or the
pl ace or tine.
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M5. NI COLE HAYES: You didn't get card
mai | i ngs?

MR CHARLES LAWPE: No.

M5. NI COLE HAYES: Did anybody get card
mai | i ngs?

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: ¢ haven't
had mail for two weeks.

MR. CHARLES LAMPE: That's a problemwth
having only one airline comng in. They carry what they
want to carry, even if it is U S mail

MS. NI COLE HAYES: They probably woul dn't
have had the updated date on it. That's good to know.

MR JOE BALASH. |s there a way to let the
conmuni ty know that people see or hear? 1Is there a radio
programor --

MR. CHARLES LAMPE: KBRWyou can call. A
| ot of people listento it. There's a village |iaison
that can get a hold of people either at the Native village
office or the Kaktovik Inupiag Corporation office. You
can call the city and have sonmebody put out fliers. Just
word of mouth. That's how a | ot of people probably found
out. Facebook.

MR. JCE BALASH: Is there a comunity
Facebook page?

MR CHARLES LAMPE: Yeah. There is a
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Kakt ovi k announcenent page.

MS. NI COLE HAYES: That's good to know.
BLM has a Facebook page, too, or however that works.

MR CHARLES LAMPE: Send a friend request to
Kakt ovi k announcenents.

M5. Nl COLE HAYES: (kay.

MR CHARLES LAMPE: Like | said, a later
time for the meetings so everybody who has sonething to
say will be present and available for the meeting. Having
it at 3:00 in the afternoon -- have it later. Like a |lot
of people get off work at 5:00 and they want to go home
and eat. W cane here at 4:00, so a lot of us have been
here the whole time and haven't gone home to eat. So |ike
6: 00, 6:30 you know, that would be -- that would be a
little bit better.

MR JOE BALASH  (kay.

MR. CHARLES LAMPE: But again, | want to
say thank you for coming and |istening to the concerns of
peopl e from Kaktovi k. Thank you

MR. JCE BALASH: If it mght be easier, we
can maybe all stand up and mngle outside and you can ask
us questions individually, if you like. You know, we have
got Fish & Wldlife Service, two people fromthe Fish &
Wldlife Service, at |east two people fromBLM nyself
fromthe headquarters in Washington. Qur contractors are
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all here. W have the Commissioner of Fish & Game, the
Deputy Conmi ssioner of DNR and the Lieutenant Covernor
fromthe state. They are cooperators on this, and we are
relying on their expertise to help informsome of our

anal ysis of decisionmaking. So you know, there is --
there is a ot of people here who you can talk to, and
maybe that would be a little easier if -- if you just want
to just talk. Mngle, yeah.

MR. DENNI'S STACEY: | have a question,
Joe. How many acres are in ANVR itself in the refuge?

MR JOE BALASH. As a whole, | think it's
19 --

GREG SIEKANFEC: 19.3 nmillion,

t her eabout s.
DENNI S STACEY: 19.3 mllion acres?
GREG SIEKANIEC. Is that right,
Joanna?
JOANNA FOX:  That's right.

DENNI S STACEY: So we are talking
about devel oping 2,000 acres?

MR JOE BALASH. Well, the leasing that's
authorized is within the 1002 area, which is 1.6 mllion,
and then the -- so that's counting all of the subsurface
acreage. And the law l[imts our surface disturbance to no
more than 2,000 acres.

25 3 3
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MR DENNI S STACEY: Right. Ckay.

MS. ADRIENNE TITUS: | have a question.
Does that 2,000 acres also include the infrastructure
that's going to be built, the roads to and fromthe pads
that are going to be constructed, as well?

MR JOE BALASH. So the statutory |anguage
refers to the pads and pipelines. So yes, those will --
those will count. The -- the statute, though, the
| anguage is not exhaustive. And so, you know, that's
sonething that we will have to | ook at very closely and
make sure that, you know, we are counting things
appropriately along the way. And that's something we are
going to have to speak to in the EISis howw wll count
acreage and how a | essee woul d be able to get approval for
their surface disturbance. That's sonething that is going
to have to be contenplated up front so that |essees know
what it is they are buying when they buy a | ease.

MR. CHARLES LAMPE: The 2,000 acres, is
that the final cap on how nuch will actually be |eased
out, or wll it be -- or does it have the possibility of
expanding in the future?

MR. JCE BALASH: So the 2,000 acres
doesn't limt how much gets leased. It limts how nuch
surface disturbance there can be.

MR CHARLES LAMPE: That's a final cap
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or --

MR JOE BALASH. That's a cap that will be
in place. The agencies can't change that cap. Congress
can.

MR CHARLES LAMPE:  (kay.

MR. JCE BALASH: But if you are waiting
for Congress to do something, you mght want to prepare
for along wait.

MR CHARLES LAMPE: Yeah. W have waited.

MR. GLEN SOLOMON:  Who is the Fish &
Wldlife comm ssioner? This guy right over here?

MR. JCE BALASH: So the State Conmi ssioner
IS over here.

MR. GLEN SOLOMON:  You are the State
Conmi ssi oner, huh? So you know Beth and Jason? They work
out of Fairbanks. Beth Lenart, she works for the area of
fish and wildlife biologists, Al aska Departnent of Fish &
Game. But anyway, she wote nme this letter. It was |ast
year. It's about the 50 radio-collared caribou that they
were working on on the Porcupine herd, and they were
saying there were some that was with the Central herd, but
most of themwere still with the Porcupine herd. And the
studies that they were doing, they were flying bel ow 500
feet, diverting the caribou nore inland and cal ving
anongst the hills and also close towards -- close towards
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the nountains. And she gave me all of the information and
everything. And so here is her letter:

Wor ki ng out of Kaktovik right nowto collect data on
where the Porcupine herd is calving and what portion of
adult cows are giving birth. This data was been collected
on this herd since the late 1880s and is inportant for the
i nternational nanagenent of this herd. | have attached a
menmo that has all this calving data since 1987 along with
popul ation size estimates. Over the same tine period this
year and next, we will be collecting nore detail ed
information on calving and novenent that we hope wl|
allow us to estimte pregnancy rates and cal ving
distributions using only the novement data provided by the
GPS col lars on the cows.

So I was going to ask, so has it been successful on
this situation on where they are mgrating, where are they
calving at?

COMWM SSI ONER SAM COTTEN: el l, yes. Is
sounds |ike you al so have sone advice for us on how to
maybe not do things as far as diverting animals. But yes,
we have got sone ongoing work to determ ne where the
calving takes place. It's -- this year we -- we have
assunmed that the peak calving period was probably June
6th, alittle later than normal, around June 2. W were
trying -- | was just |ooking at some maps out here. The
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cal ving area was probably between the Kavik R ver and
Yukon Territory. There is another systemover there. So
there is a broad range, a broad area where the cal ving

t ook place.

The four-year-old cows were exceeding their norna
rate as far as delivering calves. The three-year-olds,
you don't get as many of those, so the data was not as
good as with the four-year-olds, but that was a little
| ower than normal. But overall, calving success was good
this year. And | think sonebody el se had mentioned
earlier that the population of the herd is up probably --
certainly in excess of 200,000 aninmals. So I'd be glad to
share all that data with you and, again, take to heart
your advice about how to advise our people to maybe
consi der some different practices as far as flying | ow and
perhaps diverting the animals. So appreciate that.

And if you would like nore information, we certainly
have it.

MR. GLEN SOLOMON:  Awesone. Thank you
They have ny enail address, so you can e-mail it to me if
you want .

COMM SSI ONER SAM COTTEN:  1'Il see you at
the break and figure out how to do that.

MR. ROLAND WARRIOR  1'd like to hear what
you find out fromthat. That's conflicting fromwhat |
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remember hearing the last two or three years.

COMM SSI ONER SAM COTTEN: | can share that
with everybody here. |If you want to check with ne, 'l
figure out howto email it to you inmediately.

MR GLEN SOLOMON:  Thank you.

MR. JCE BALASH: Wy don't we go ahead and
sort of end the formal part and the recording of the
meeting here, and we can continue to mingle and visit a
little bit before we have to exit the building. But I do
want to -- sir.

MR. BRUCE | NGLANGASAK:  What 1'd like to
know is -- my concern is about who are these people that
come up with this bright idea of burying PCBs on our
beaches? Qur DEWIline is washing out. This island is
washing out. And we got God knows how nmany tons of PCBs
buried about 10, 20 feet above sea |evel and about 100
feet fromthe beach. And it's getting -- it's washing out
pretty quick. Who are these guys that come up with this
bright idea of burying the PCBs in the worst place
possi bl e? MS. NI COLE HAYES: Do you have a
contact with the Air Force? Have you --

MR BRUCE | NGLANGASAK:  No.

M5. Nl COLE HAYES: Because they shoul d
have a project -- | mean, | can talk to you on break and |
could get contact information for the people that should
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be responsi bl e.

MR. BRUCE | NGLANGASAK:  Because | worked
for a shipping conpany in Canada for about ten years, and
we have hauled -- | can't renenber how many DEWIine sites
we haul ed out from Canada. But we took all their garbage
out. Wy is it different here and they bury their PCBs
here? And that's ny biggest concern. PCBs are pretty
serious.

Thanks.

MR. JCE BALASH: | just wanted to say
t hank you again and | ook forward to continuing to neet and
talk not only tonight, but later on in the year we will be
back again.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: And one nore
thing for you hunters or people who go out. There's maps
out there if you want to designate the places you hunt,
duck hunt or anything, please nake sure you note your
trails routes on the map.

(Proceedings adjourned at 8:12 p.m)

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O oo ~NOoO O wWwN P

16

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page 106

REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY A. VAVRIK, RVR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedings were taken before
me at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcribed under my direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that tinme; and that | amnot a party to nor have
| any interest in the outcome of the action herein
cont ai ned.

IN WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscribed
my hand and affixed ny seal this __ day of June 2018.

MARY A. VAVRI K
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Notary Public for Al aska

My Conmi ssion Expires: November 5, 2020
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1 | A-P-P-E-A-RANC Ej S 1 P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
2 For United States Department of Interior: > MS. KAREN MOURITSEN: Hello, everyone. We
3 iggi E{”‘ Iaﬁf' hSecr etary 3 aregoing to get started. Thank you so much for coming to
4 Mke Geryic 4 this meeting about the oil and gas leasing program for the
5 Solicitor 5 coastal plain. And today we want to hear from you all.
6 Managemant - € Department of Interior, Bureau of Land | g wewant to hear your comments about this project. We are
7 Karen Mburitsen 7 inthe scoping portion of the project, which means we want
8 Acting State Director 8 to hear your comments. So first if we could -- I'd like
12 D o et s ger 12 :;)Vr:)ac\ﬁiz: ifr;\:%c:tion. And ldais going to do an
For United States Departnent of Interior, Departnent of .
11 Fish & Wldlife Service: 11 (Invocation offered by Ida Angasan.)
12 Greg Siekaniec 12 MS. KAREN MOURITSEN: Thank you, Ida. So
gional Director
13 Joanna Fox 13 | want to introduce peoplefirst. I'm Karen Mouritsen
14 Deputy Refuge Manager 14 with BLM, and | met alot of you when | came herein
15 For EMPSI: 15 February. Joe Balash isour Assistant Secretary. And he
16 gpgjde?ﬁt C'K/Lﬁgéer 16 was herein February, also. Greg Siekaniec from the Fish
17 ) 17 & Wildlife Service, Regional Director. Joanna Fox, Fish &
18 é{%l :'SW'l nvol venent Lead 18 Wildlife Service. Nicole Hayesiswith the BLM. She's
19 For SRBEA: 19 our project manager. Injust a minute she's going to run
20 Paul Lawr ence _ 20 through a short presentation before we take comments from
21 Senior Research Associate 21 youal. Chad Ricklefsishelpingus. Amy Lewis--
22 22 MR. CHAD RICKLEFS: Shewill be back.
23 23 MS. KAREN MOURITSEN: Shewill be back.
24 24 And Paul ishere assisting. And let'ssee. Mary Vavrik
25 25 isour court reporter, and Mary is going to record al the
Page 3 Page 5
1 1 commentsyou are saying. She would like you to say your
2 Taken by: 2 namefirst. And we don't have a microphone, so would you
3 Mary A Vavrik, RMR 3 like people to kind of come -- come up here and speak so
4 BE IT KNOMW that the aforenentioned proceedi ngs were taken 4 that she can hear you clearly and get your name and get
5 at the time and place duly noted on the title page, before 5 everything down that you are saying.
6 Mary A Vavrik, Registered Merit Reporter and Notary 6 Let'ssee. Do we have anyone else to introduce?
7 Public within and for the State of Al aska. 7 Lieutenant Governor here and Mr. Cotten, our --
8 8 COMMISSIONER SAM COTTEN: commissioner of
9 9 Fish & Game.
10 10 MS. KAREN MOURITSEN: Commissioner of Fish
11 11 & Game.
12 12 MR. MARK WIGGIN: And Mark Wiggin, Deputy
13 13 Commissioner, DNR.
14 14 MS. KAREN MOURITSEN: Okay. Good.
15 15 Welcome.
16 16  SoJoe, would you like to say afew words before
17 17 Nicole does the presentation?
18 18 MR. JOE BALASH: So my nameis Joe Balash.
19 19 | work now as the Assistant Secretary for Land and
20 20 Minerals Management in Washington, D.C. at the Department
21 21 of theInterior, but before | had that job, I lived up
22 22 herein Alaskafor 30 years. One of the jobs that | had
23 23 up here was as the Commissioner for the Department of
24 24 Natural Resources, so | have spent alot of time working
25 25 on natural resource issues, planning documents, lease
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sales, those sorts of things.

And the purpose for tonight's meeting isto talk
about the leasing program for the coastal plain, and
that's going to be done in the context of an EIS. And
that's where we stand now. Nicoleis going to walk
through some of the big important pieces of that EIS and
what that planning document and processis going to look
like.

But, you know, one thing that I'm sure you are all
quite familiar with isalot of the controversy, alot of
the emotion that surrounds this issue has been building
for many, many years. But you know, Congress has given us
at BLM ajob to do, which isto hold alease sale. And so
what we are trying to do is gather information from the
communities that are most affected.

When we kicked off this process, we had originally
scheduled Kaktovik for the first meeting because Kaktovik
is the community that is most directly impacted, closest
to the activity that may happen, and we wanted to listen
closely to the community here. Dueto adeath inthe
community, however, we rescheduled to tonight.

And on Friday we are going to have another meeting in
Washington, D.C. It will be the final scoping meeting.
And there are alot of voices out there across the country
and around the world that have an opinion about this. And
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coastal plain oil and gas leasing program EIS. I'm very
sorry we are late. We got alittle delayed with the
plane. So | appreciate your patience.

I'm going to go through the presentation fairly
quickly because the whole purpose of being hereisfor you
to come up and, like Joe said, share your comments about
the oil and gas leasing program. So | will talk about
what that process is and why we are here, what the
requirements are of both the Bureau of Land Management and
Fish & Wildlife Service.

I'll discuss what the NEPA processis. NEPA isthe
National Environmental Policy Act. I'll walk through that
because the Environmental Impact Statement we are doing is
the NEPA process. I'll talk about subsistence and ANILCA
Section 810 because here in Alaskathat's a critical
component of the evaluations that we do when we go through
the NEPA process.

And most importantly, I'm going to talk about how to
participate. Again, we want to hear from you. Thereis
many ways for you to provide input, and coming up and
having an opportunity to speak and have it recorded by
Mary isagreat opportunity to share your thoughts,
concerns and recommendations.

So on December 22, 2017, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of
2017 was enacted. With this, the Secretary of the
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it's our job to listen to everything that everybody says.
But | want you to know that we are here to listen most
closely to what you have to say because you are closest
and most directly impacted.

We have spent timein Arctic Village and Venetie, as
well. They have concerns that we will be taking into
account. But considering proximity and the actual
location of your community, it's going to be critical that
we understand the kind of things that matter most to the
times of year that you hunt, that you go into the refuge
and conduct other subsistence activities so that as we put
together the conditions, the stipulations on leases, that
we are planning for and accommodating the things that
matter most to the residents here in Kaktovik.

And so hopefully thisisjust going to be one of many
conversations we have along theway. Thisisjust the
scoping stage. Therewill be adraft EIS prepared. We
will come back to engage further with the community as
there is more substance to talk about. And | hope al of
you feel very comfortable telling us exactly what you
think about this and what you think we need to be
concerned about and watching out for.

So thank you for hosting us here in Kaktovik.

MS. NICOLE HAYES: Thanks, Joe. So as he
said, I'm Nicole Hayes. I'm the project manager for the
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Interior, acting through the Bureau of Land Management,
was given the responsibility to implement an oil and gas
leasing program within the 1002 area identified here --
it's called the coastal plain -- within the Tax Act to
implement this oil and gas leasing program within the 1.6
million acres of the 19.3 million-acre Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge.

Part of the requirements of the Tax Act isthat a
lease sale be held within the first four years of
enactment of the Act, and then a subsequent lease sale be
held within seven years. Each of the |ease sales that are
required to be held are to contain 400,000 acres of the
areas with the highest potential for hydrocarbons. So oil
and gas potential. Those are some of the main
requirements of the Tax Act.

There are some other provisions which require that
the department allow for up to 2,000 acres of surface
development. What we are analyzing and what we are
evaluating in our EISisfor alease sale and any
additional activity -- and I'll touch on it alittle bit
later -- would require a separate process, a separate NEPA
analysis.

So agency responsibilities for administering the
coastal plain oil and gas leasing program, the Bureau of
Land Management administers all federal mineral estate,
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including the oil and gas under the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge. We are responsible for developing a
leasing program, we conduct lease sales, and we approve at
alater date, again which requires a separate NEPA
analysis, applications for a permit to drill, potentially.

The Fish & Wildlife Service isresponsible for
managing and administering the surface of the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge, and they are a cooperating
agency. We are working closely with them because
obviously they know the resource, and we need that
information to help inform us and help make good decisions
when we are devel oping this Environmental Impact
Statement.

This slide shows the BLM oil and gasleasing and
development process. Y ou will note that the star and the
highlight isfor that first bullet, which isthe leasing,
the EIS sales and lease issuance. That iswhat we are
going to be analyzing in our Environmental Impact
Statement.

The other steps, the geophysical, exploration,
applications for a permit to drill, operations and
production, inspection and enforcement, and reclamation
will be discussed because we have to have a reasonably
foreseeable development scenario to analyzein our
environmental document. However, the only thing that
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were identified through the scoping process. So the
concerns that we need to analyze in the Environmental
Impact Statement are what's discussed in the scoping
report. And that's what we focus on in the EIS, the areas
to avoid, the conditions that we should be considering,
all the high priority resource areas. Those types of
things are the things that we are gathering through this
SCopiNg process.

After we have that scoping report and we know the
important topics that we need to analyze, we will develop
the draft EIS, the Draft Environmental |mpact Statement.
After that, that's another really important part of the
process because we take that draft EIS and we put it out
to the public for comment. We also do public comment
meetings to go over what's in the draft EIS and take
comments and receive input from the public again.

Based off of that public input, we revise that draft
EIS, and then we publish afinal one. And after the
publication of afinal EIS, we write a Record of Decision
and then would hold alease sale.

As| mentioned, areally critical part of our
analysis that's separate from NEPA, but we do it
concurrently, is evaluation under Section 810 of ANILCA.
ANILCA isconducted concurrently, and it requires federal
agencies to consider impacts of our actions which would be
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would be authorized as aresult of the EISisalease

sale. So that first phase iswhat we are focused on. |If
there are applications in the future for these other

steps, then it would require a separate process, which may
be similar to what we are doing right now. Yeah. Any
on-the-ground disturbance, any activities that would
result in some sort of development would require a
separate NEPA analysis.

So you will hear me say NEPA alot because the
National Environmental Policy Act isreally long to say,
but that is what requires us to evaluate impactsto
resources and ook at ways to offset or avoid, minimize
those impactsin our analysis.

So what initiated this process was the enactment of
the Tax Act on December 22nd. We officially kicked it off
with the Notice of Intent that was published on April
20th. The Notice of Intent saysthat BLM intendsto
develop an Environmental Impact Statement for the oil and
gasleasing program. The scoping period is for 60 days.
Thisisareally critical part of the process because this
iswhen we are gathering input from all stakeholders.

So the scoping period currently closes on June 19th.

So today we are again interested in hearing your comments.
After the scoping period closes, we devel op the scoping
report, and in that scoping report are all the issues that
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the lease sale and evaluation of subsistence uses. So at
the draft EIS phase, we do an initial 810 evaluation and
finding, which is attached to the draft EIS. If the
finding in that initial 810 analysisis may significantly
restrict subsistence uses, subsistence hearings are held.

As | mentioned, we have public comment meetings on
the draft EIS. We would wrap that up, so it may be the
same day one meeting after the next, but then we would
hold a separate subsistence hearing to get impacts on
those impactsidentified in that initial subsistence
finding.

Once wereceive all of that input, again we make any
edits or changesto that final determination, make up --
or to that initial determination, we make afinal
determination, and that is appended to the final EIS.
Again, avery critical part.

So BLM has been given the responsibility to implement
the requirements of the Tax Act. The requirements require
that we hold lease sales within this coastal plain area.

So the things that we really want to know are: What are
the areas that we should avoid? What arethe areasin
which we should have timing restrictions on to hold a
lessee to not be able to do anything during that time of
year? What are the really important resources? Do you
have recommended stipulations? All of that type of
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information is really important for our decisionmaking and
will help form the development of the alternatives. Also,
lease tract size, where to offer -- where to offer leases

for sale. Those arereally important. So if you have

those specific types of comments, we are very interested

in hearing them.

Cooperating agencies, to date we have seven of them.
We have other invitations that have been sent out, and we
just haven't received acceptance letters. But what
cooperating agencies are, they are agencies that have
specialized expertise or jurisdiction by law for specific
resources, and they help develop and inform the
Environmental Impact Statement. So they bring their
expertise to the table and help ensure that the accurate
and most -- best available information isin there. To
date we have Fish & Wildlife Service, of course.

MR. ROLAND WARRIOR: Are we not
cooperating? Kaktovik is not listed there.

MS. NICOLE HAYES: We have sent an
invitation. We haven't received aresponse back. So we
are having a government-to-government consultation meeting
with Native Village of Kaktovik tomorrow, and that is
something that we could definitely discuss.

MR. GLEN SOLOMON: So | went over to one
of your testimonies like in Fairbanks and Anchorage, and
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Wildlife Service, so they are coming with us.

So thisisthe tentative schedule that we have. Asl
mentioned, the Notice of Intent kicked off the
Environmental Impact Statement process. It started April
20th, and it goes through June 19th. So please, if you
want to provide written comments, please provide it by
that date.

Over the summer we are going to be developing
aternatives, evaluating environmental consequences, and
thisfall publishing a Draft Environmental Impact
Statement. Again, thisis also another opportunity for
public comment of everyone, of all interested
stakeholders. And then we would revise that in the
winter/fall or the winter time frame and then publish a
final EISin the spring, signing a Record of Decisionin
the spring or summer of next year.

| should also mention throughout the process, we are
conducting government-to-government consultations with
those tribes and ANCSA corporations that are most directly
affected by this project. The government-to-government
consultations, they go on throughout the process. And a
tribe or the council of atribe can request consultation
or provide input at any time. So we do have two main
periods in which we are gathering comments for the public.
There are other opportunities specifically for
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al of thisis new to meright here. All the pictures

that | took of your guys' schedule and everything, and you
guys don't have Fish & Wildlifein there. So you guys
just added these onesin there?

MS. NICOLE HAYES: So Fish & Wildlife
Service was actually our first cooperating agency that we
had. The onesthat have been added were the Native
Village of Venetie Tribal Government, the Venetie Village
Council and Arctic Village Council and the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, | think are new
acceptances. The State of Alaskawas probably a couple of
weeks ago. So we have been updating the slides as we get
responses back, trying to make sure we are sharing the
most current information. | expect that thislist may
expand, but as of today thisiswho has accepted or asked
to be a cooperating agency. So --

MR. GLEN SOLOMON: Because thelast BLM
hearings that | went to, you guys didn't have Fish &
Wildlife with you guys.

MS. NICOLE HAYES: Wedidn't have Fish &
Wildlife Service with us?

MR. GLEN SOLOMON: The onein Fairbanks
and Anchorage, | think.

MS. NICOLE HAYES: Yep. We have had them.
They have been with us. We are relying heavily on Fish &
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government-to-government relationships in which to provide
input into the process.

MR. ROLAND WARRIOR: If we wanted to
request alesser air traffic time when the herds are
migrating through, we do that through our local tribal
entity to coordinate higher up?

MS. NICOLE HAYES: You can do that. You
can write it in a scoping comment. Y ou can -- you can do
it multiple ways but, yes, | mean, that is definitely one
way, but providing it in a scoping comment is a great way,
also.

We have -- as Joe mentioned, seven scoping meetings
scheduled, and thisis the sixth of seven. We will bein
Washington, D.C. on Friday to conduct a scoping meeting,
and that will conclude the scoping meetings, with the
scoping period wrapping up June 19th.

There are many ways to submit comments. Today coming
up and getting your voice heard on the record, regardless
of what your thoughts, issues, concerns are, isareally
great way to provide input. Mary isgoing to get every
word you say down on the record, and that will be part of
the scoping report.

Another way isto go to thislink. It'sinthe
handout. If you didn't grab a handout -- and submit
comments directly online. Y ou can email it to that email
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address up there or mail it to the mailing address right
here. And again, comments are accepted through June 19th.
So thisisthe end of my presentation. It'sreally
short because we want to hear from you. So | hope people
want to come up and comment.
So the floor isopen. It'srealy informal. We just
ask that if you want to come up and share comments,
concerns, issues, that you just come up to the front so
Mary can make sure to get everything you say on the
record.

MR. ROLAND WARRIOR: Y our Environmental
Impact Statement, when is that research information
gathered?

MS. NICOLE HAYES: So the Environmental
Impact Statement is based off of the best available
information.

MR. ROLAND WARRIOR: Right, the best
available. Isthat from the '80s? Isthat from the '90s,
2000s?

MS. NICOLE HAYES: | guessit will depend
on the resources. Sowe are just in scoping, and we are
gathering information right now.

Please come up and --

MR. ROBERT THOMPSON: | right now | have a

question. |Is Environmental Impact Statement and the
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impact A right now. Y ou know, things have been addressed.
They haven't been addressed. And we need to tell them
what we want and what we need at thistime. We are going
to be impacted with the oil and gas over there, and we --

we need to hear from you guys. Don't just stand there and
don't just sit there and not say something because if you
don't say anything, I'm not going to listen to you. You

have to come up here and say something.

So what I'm talking about is our schools. We have a
great school here and everything. Our roads need -- our
roads need to be fixed. Our community, we have potholes
in our island and everything else that we have here. And
we need housing. We really need housing for our
communities. Also we need anew search and rescue
building. Our Native Village officesthat we havein that
old Fish & Wildlife building is so old it's falling apart.

It was given to us by Fish & Game -- thank you very
much -- at onetime. So we need anew Native Village of
Kaktovik meeting -- or building.

And there are houses in this place that are moved
from our -- from the old village to up here, and they are
all broken down and whatnot now. And then the houses that
were built long ago, they need renovations. And lots of
people that are elders and those that are living in them,
they need to be repaired. | know because my father lives
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baseline study, is there going to be another -- there

should be another environmental statement. What you had
before was about 30 years ago, and climate change has
changed alot of things. So will there be atotally new
Environmental Impact Statement or are they going to try to
resurrect the 30-year-old one?

MS. NICOLE HAYES: Thisisacompletely
new Environmental Impact Statement.

MR. ROLAND WARRIOR: We can request and
demand a new Environmental Impact Statement to be
gathered?

MS. NICOLE HAYES: We are creating anew
Environmental Impact Statement. But again, we are really
here because we need to know what to analyze. We want to
hear your comments and concerns.

MR. ROLAND WARRIOR: Right. We don't want
outdated research information used for these new
operations or developments. We want new research
information.

MS. IDA ANGASAN: I'm going to come up.
Somebody hasto start, so it might as well be me.

MS. NICOLE HAYES: Thank you, Ida.

MS. IDA ANGASAN: Don't be scared. | know
you guys will say something afterwards. | want you guys
to come up here and say something. 1'm going to go with
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inone.

And then what elseisthere? We need elder care. We
need recreation for al. Our children need to have better
recreation than what they have. That -- the area that
they haveright now is-- | see part of it is new, but we
need a new place, a new safe place for our children to
have their recreational areas outside when they are out
there. And we need anew playground. So we could have a
new playground with a baseball field or the playground
with all new things and whatnot. We need a new church
building. | know that.

And then we need to have three- and four-bedroom
houses, not just the little tiny box that we have down
there that are built up there which the wind could blow
away, I'm sure, and so -- which is dangerous for families
when they have to climb up the stairs. That'salong 13
steps to go up those stairs because | counted them. |
have been up there before, so --

And what elseisthere? But we also need to listen
and hear. But you guys haveto listen to us. And we want
to -- and you -- and the village of -- you guys have to
tell them what we need. 1'm just part of it. You guys
are younger than | am, so all of you need to say
something. So | don't know what €else to say.

So thank you. If | hear something else -- if | -- if
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| think of something else, I'll say it.

MR. ROLAND WARRIOR: One comment on top of
yours, Ida, | would like to see our old orange
streetlights back. These new streetlights we have are not
good visibility to see polar bears walking through town,
and that's regular. We need our old lights back. | don't
know if that comes from the oil money, from the borough.
That's one -- one on top of Ida's.

MS. IDA ANGASAN: | forgot one other
thing. We need more airlines. Our airlines -- and then
when the airlines do get filled up and everything, our
stores are hurting. That -- that impacts our way of
living in our community because we end up with no milk, no
cereal, you know. Stuff -- vegetables, fresh vegetables.
When you order fresh vegetables, they are so rotten when
they comein, it's pathetic. So anything else you guys
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do our subsistence hunting? We are guaranteed those
rights under ANILCA. Nobody has told me so far if we will
be able to hunt in this proposed oil field. That has got

to be decided because that is what we are guaranteed by
another law.

I'd like to know about what they are going to do with
Veteran's allotments. Senator Murkowski has a bill to
alow Veteransthat's hurt in Vietnam to get allotments
within thisarea. 1'd liketo know if that'sincluded
with this because thisis a new thing after her bill -- it
hasn't been passed yet, but it's pending.

| believe we should have Environmental |mpact
Statement to include human health. In other placesthey
haven't did that. When they have a mishap and something
happens, the oil companies will say, we don't know what --
what those peopl€'s health were. They have anincreasein

17 want tosay? Go for it. 17 respiratory problemsin Nuigsut. The oil companies will
18 MR. ROLAND WARRIOR: Moreairlines. 18 say, well, they smoke too many cigarettes. We shouldn't
19 Agree. 19 haveto have that happen here. Beforethis startsthey
20 MS. IDA ANGASAN: And we also need to get 20 should determine what our health concerns are and a
21 animpact on -- alcohol and drugs will be flowing in. We 21 baseline of everybody here. Their health should be
22 know that. Soif thereisa-- | know the North Slope 22 inventoried so when later on you get a spill or emissions,
23 Borough needs help with the police department and whatnot, |23 they can't come back and say, well, you smoke too much.
24 but we need help. 1t will flow in, the drugs, alcohol. 24  Thereiscommunitiesin this world where people don't
25 It'salways here. But we need better improvements on how 25 liveto be old because of the pollution. Thereisaplace
Page 23 Page 25
1 tokeepit out of here. 1 in Canada, they don't have any elders, thereis so much
2 MR. ROLAND WARRIOR: Wewould liketosee | 2 pollution. That could happen here. What's happened in
3 aterminal at our airport. 3 Prudhoe, you go into one small area, they say thisis
4 MS. IDA ANGASAN: | think | have abig one 4 environmentally good. It'sokay. The next year it's
5 where we are talking about the gas line from Point Thomson 5 another one. Pretty soon you have 1,000 square miles with
6 to here, but that's not only the biggest one. The biggest 6 industrial activity.
7 oneiswe need better information about the rifles and 7 | don't know that there is a baseline here to
8 hunting stuff that the hunters have when they are going 8 determine air quality, but that is important before you
9 hunting in between -- how far can you hunt from certain 9 start. Shell Oil already got called on that with
10 areas of the oil and gas place? That needs to be set. 10 emissionsfor their drill fleet. So thisisvery
11 And our clinic needsimprovements. | know therearesome |11 important. | don't think anybody can argue with it. And
12 areasinit that needs help. Our fire department is new, 12 | think the people that are proposing it because they are
13 just about, but it also needs help. 13 interested in the money, should support this also because
14  Andtheimprovementsin the water plant. Lately our 14 we all need to be concerned about health. And if it gets
15 generators have been going out. | don't know if it'sa 15 adversely affected, it's got to be able to -- we can prove
16 new part of the generation or not or the generator or not, 16 it, not that we are smoking too much.
17 but it's-- we need many new things. Senior center. And 17  Andl'd like to see some something related to
18 | don't know. 18 cumulative impacts. There again, we have had these
19  Thereiswaysto get funding for these, and | know 19 industria activities. |'ve seen black smoke come through
20 theoil and gas people will listen. They can hear us. 20 here from the Prudhoe Bay area. Nobody is monitoring
21 And you guys need to say something about this. Please. 21 these permits. So we have got to be very sure that there
22 Thank you. 22 are people to monitor every permit that's put out. And we
23 MR. ROBERT THOMPSON: My nameisRobert |23 should have people here trained to know that. | mean,
24 Thompson. I'velived here for more than 30 years. | have 24 this--thisisgoing on. We can't just have them doing

N
ol

aconcern if this were to happen, where will we be able to

25

it their way. That's been going on alot.
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Previously there was offshore wells drilled. Nobody
here knew about it. And once we know, then we can do
something, but we definitely have to have somebody here
knowledgeable to monitor what is going on.

Okay. Another concern | haveisthat the private
holdings, which are considerable, the holdings of Arctic
Slope Regional Corporation are held to the same standard
aseveryone else. They can't be having their own
environmental issues. It's got to be consistent with the
larger plan. That's a concern because they might say it's
private land, we can do it our way, but they still have to
have -- allow monitoring and some oversight on this
because they are going to be part of this, and the
industrial pollution that could come up there has got to
be consistent with what's acceptable for human health.

I'd liketo see atimeline on this. It seemslike
thisisjust moving aong to get this done before Trump
gets out of office so we can approve al of this. | don't
know. It just seemsto meit should be alonger timeline
for study or comments.

And the fact that the baseline study was done 30
years ago, that should be given serious consideration
because now we don't have any more musk ox. The polar
bear arein peril. There should be concern about these
animals. The polar bear, by some studies, could be
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They have joint ventures at this moment with Chevron,
Texaco and British Petroleum.

So they should not be considered a voice of the
people herein Kaktovik. They surely have aright to
speak, but it should be very clear who they are speaking
for. | don't want that corporation to speak for me. I'm
not part of it. But they have atendency to do that. So
that should be very clear in any of these activitieswho
ispresenting it and for what, because when you've got
for-profit corporations, their concerns are different than
alot of therest of us. They arein the business of
making money, and some of these environmental issues just
get in the way.

So that's what | got to say now. And I've probably
got alittle bit more, but I'll come back. Thank you.

MR. ROLAND WARRIOR: Thank you, Robert.
MR. EDWARD REXFORD, SR.: Okay. My name

is Edward Rexford, Sr. 1'm the president of our tribal
government here. Also the land manager for our local
corporation. And I'm glad you folks made it in after
the -- our funeral, and I'm glad you accommodated our
community.

Our concerns, our tribe and our people here have been
put in a hard spot after PLO-82, which was a military
withdrawal of the Arctic, and that impacted our people
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extinct in my lifetime, and there may be two musk ox left.

So these things have got to be addressed. And with
more than -- every endangered or threatened species should
have a serious review. Y ou have got 19 endangered or
threatened species. Every one has to be addressed, not --
| asked about -- before about the ivory gull. Oh, we will
have a biologist make areport onit. That's not
sufficient because they don't know what's causing the
decline. Soif thereisadeclinein some of these
animalss, they have got to determine why and how to address
it to mitigate it.

That's what the Environmental Protection Agency is
about and the Clean Air Act and the Clean Water Act. The
Trump Administration istrying to do away with these.
These are what can determine how thisis compatible with
us. If wedo away with all these protections, we don't
have anything. | mean, that's what the goal is, it looks
like.

So these should be @l out in the open. It shouldn't
be do away with that Act so we can have our way. That is
what the oil industry -- they are not honorable people.
They are not people. They are just afor-profit
corporation, the same way with Arctic Slope Regional
Corporation. They don't represent the people. They
represent a corporation that isin business to make money.
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where they had to prove independent use to be eligible for
aNative alotment. And the date they used for our people
was 1934. Remember, PLO-82 wasin 1943. So our people
here has been used and exploited not by, you know, our own
government. It's been the Air Force with the three forced
relocations with no apology to this day.

Also medical experiments has been done on our people,
the iodine radiation experiments. And the other villages
got compensated for being guinea pigsin that experiment,
but Kaktovik was left out. It seems like our community is
aways left out for justice and human rights activities
that happen in our area.

Unfortunately, we are here today to try to speak up
for our community and not let outside folks talk -- talk
about us and how we should be living. It's been happening
far too long. Our own government has faulted our people,
has abused our people.

So now we finally have permission to make money with
our own corporation lands. Imagine that. They -- after
land claims, all the corporationsin Alaska. Now,
Kaktovik, they left us out because the land exchange they
have. Now we can finally develop our own corporation land
and make money out of our own property. Now that the U.S.
is saying we can finally do this, now we have the other
side, the environmentalists, saying we can't do this.
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What's wrong with this picture? Human rights violations.
Genocide.

I know | get riled up when this kind of meeting
happens, but alot of folks don't know our history and
what our people have to go through, the sacrifices we had
to make for this country. Now we are finally able to make
money from our own corporation property. | think we have
lots of stuff that our community needs here.

Thereisaguidethat'sin this place that the city
did in collaborating with the tribe in the past to have a
say at what happens and what kind of development happens
here.

And alittle history. Our tribe, before land claims,
we had 23 million acres of land past the Canadian border
to the Continental Divide up to Prudhoe Bay. After land
claims happened, what happened? They gave us 92,000
acres. Lessthan 000.1 percent. | don't think that's
justice. That's the greatest rip-off our government has
done to our people. 23 million acres. All the minerals,
all the gold in the mountains, al the cil. So they just
give us 92,000 acres.

Are we going to be used as pawns in the future, or
are we going to stand up for our people? That's what it's
coming to. Weare put in ahard spot. Our tribe, our
corporation, our city, we al have to work together to
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the impact aid that our community has been promised.
Hopefully we can see that coming in the future and
hopefully -- otherwise our community will be run over. We
are going to need impact aid for the community. And those
are very important.

So | think we need to enter into a
government-to-government or a -- to manage the wildlife
refuge. Other tribes can do it. We aretheonly tribein
the wildlife refuge here. We need to be part of the
management system that are fighting our people. We need
co-management for an equal voice.

And I'll be providing the list of names of the close
alotments that apply, the history of the access that was
promised to our people to the allotments with Fish &
Wildlife and the city's negotiations in the past. All
that can be provided. And the traditional land use areas
we use to subsist al the way into the mountains, that
also will be provided at alater date.

Thank you.

MS. IDA ANGASAN: Thank you, Eddie.

MS. ADRIENNE TITUS: Hi, everyone.
(Speaking in Inupiag.) Beforel get started, | just want
to look around the room and acknowledge each and every one
of you that are of thisland, that are of this place. |
acknowledge the trauma that you carry, the hurt that we
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help our people.

And access to our Native allotment in-holdings, we
have in-holdings past the 1002, past the wildernessinto
therefuge. We will have to have access to our
in-holdings through the oil fields. And that's a priority
that needs to be worked on.

And the other one is the village health assessment.

I'm glad Robert brought that up. That's going to have to
be done so there won't be no excusesin the future. And
we have to be involved in the process, the decisionmaking,
where the buffer zones are for our hunting areas, our
traditional land use areas. They are all recorded. And |
will be providing that for the record at alater date.

And aso Fish & Wildlife Service, two people camein
the past to try to create the National Wildlife Refuge
here. They adopted a city council and they told the
people here that it's to protect the caribou. But they
didn't tell our people, the city council, that if it'sa
wildlife refuge, our rights would be impacted. Now the
wildlife refuge is putting restrictions on who can go, how
we can go to our property, by what means.

And also the closed state of allotments, | mentioned
that. There's over 25 people here that were denied their
Native allotments.

And & so our community is still waiting to hear about
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have seen, our ancestors that are inside us. 1'm Inupiag.
| wasraised on the land. Y ou are my people.

Thisisrealy hard for meto get up here today
because | know that you guys want reparation. |'ve seen
al of you beforein Fairbanks. | know that you want to
carry your people in agood way.

So who am | to get up and ask questions about
drilling or development, to challenge technology and
corporate efforts, to stand here and condemn oil companies
and Alaska Native corporations for desecrating the land?
But who am | not to ask these questions? My grandchildren
depend on my voice and my legacy, my grandparents' legacy.
To not question the rules and the regulations put into
place that determine how clean the water and air are, but
in reality they are there to determine how dirty we can
make it beforeit's unsafe or unhealthy for consumption
for usal.

Alaskais 24th in the world when it comesto ail
reserves. We have thousands of gallons discovered in
places that have already seen destruction, but restraint
iswhat we lack. Another day, another dollar. When did
we all become owners of the land? It has aways owned us.
We have always been indebted to the place that has kept
our people since time immemorial.

Who am | to question fake technology? What part of
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1 the shaking the earth and drilling into the core, setting 1 you to take those thoughts with you as | leave this
2 seismic waves through the waters that scare the sacred 2 meeting today. Keep in mind that oil dispersement
3 beingsthat give themselves to us, the beings that have 3 chemicals don't work in Arctic waters, that the closest
4 sustained our people of the north since time immemorial ? 4 rescue center isover 1,000 nautical miles away, and that
5 What part of seismic testing, digging and drilling makes 5 even when amurder occursin our villages, or when there
6 it safe or okay, not just for animals, but for us, for our 6 arethingsthat we need immediate response for, it takes
7 land. 7 daysonend for one person. Think about what's going to
8 Money isthe end goal, not health or security for the 8 happento thisland if thereisan oil spill and the
9 people of the north. Who is to determine our wealth? 9 response that's going to come aong with it.
10 Poverty has only recently been introduced to the Native 10 | feel thisplace. | got off the plane yesterday,
11 communities. For thousands of years people have subsisted |11 and | could feel the air and the land and people, the
12 from theland and oceans and rivers of Alaska. 12 ancestorsthat live here. | hope that you keep that al
13 It was a hard life, but it had none of the 13 inmind aswell asyou continue on with this, whatever
14 frustrations and stigmas of poverty. For the people, we 14 decisionsthat you make.
15 were never poor. Living from the land sustained life. 15  Quyana
16 The sharing created a bond between people that helped 16 MR. ROLAND WARRIOR: Thank you for that
17 ensuresurviva. Lifewas hard then, but people found 17 message. May | ask where you are from?
18 life satisfying. Today it's getting easier, but it's no 18 MS. ADRIENNE TITUS: Unalakleet. My
19 longer satisfying. Since when does one way of life have 19 grandparents are Almaand Roland Ivanoff and Jenny and
20 to die so another can live? 20 Charlie Blatchford.
21 In closing, | reiterate the words of Mary Ann Wharton 21 MR. ROBERT THOMPSON: Okay. I'dliketo
22 [ph]. | can't stress enough. The cost of development is 22 bring up one more point. On thisissue presented that we
23 theland. No money can buy it back, can repair it to the 23 haveto do this oil development in the 1002 because we
24 way it was before. 24 have such astrong need for it, I know of 90 billion
25 | ask that BLM conduct a human impact study, and the 25 barrels of oil on the North Slope separate from the
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1 correlation with not just the land, but also the animals 1 refuge. They have only extracted 17 billion in 40 years.
2 that have been used for thousands of yearsto sustain our 2 Sothereisplenty of oil. Thereisfoothills. Headlines
3 relationship with our land. | ask that the EIS be 3 say 17 hillion barrels. There's 12 billion morein
4 completed in an entirety with the consideration of climate 4 Prudhoe beach. It goeson. They haven't even started on
5 change and how it has progressed twice as fast than the 5 the petroleum reserve, which I'd rather they didn't
6 rest of theworld. The storiesthat carry our 6 extract that, but it's available, separate from the Arctic
7 grandparents' legacies must not stop here with ail 7 Refuge.
8 derricks and pipelines. 8  Sowhat isdriving thisis some corporations that see
9 | ask that you remember the struggle your people have 9 the need for making more money. But | think some of the
10 endured to get you thisfar and the fight that you havein 10 thingsthat alot of us carefor is, you know, to keep it
11 you to make reparations for the wrong that has been done 11 asis.
12 and end the cycle of colonization and assimilation that 12  Sol think as part of this environmental assessment,
13 hasindividualized our once intergenerational homes and 13 Frank Murkowski said, do not be misinformed. Let's honor
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communities. Our children and their children depend on
us.

| ask that you continue in the way of your ancestors
and defend all that is sacred, the sacred things that have
sustained indigenous people since timeimmemorial: The
land, the water, the animals. Please remember your sacred
duty to take care of yourselves because those people that
liveinside of you must live on for tens of thousands of
years. Long after we join our ancestors, our descendants
will. We want to be remembered as good ancestors. Our
people have worked together to make our communities thrive
for thousands of years. | encourage each and every one of

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

that and determineiif thereis, in fact, possibly 90
billion barrels that can be extracted without going into
therefuge. That is one of the facts that should be out
there because everybody is acting like thisis the last
oil we have got. We will beriding bicyclesif we don't
develop. We can usethisto help Shishmaref. All kinds
of things are attributed to thislittle bit of ail here,

but thereis plenty of oil in other places. Inthe state

of Alaska, | believe the foothills, | think that belongs
to the State. So it would probably bein their better
interest to exploit -- | don't say develop. | say

exploit. It'smore of a correct term.
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But those are the things that should be looked at to
seeif thisis actually necessary to extract this.

Because we should know that the next step is offshore. If
they get afoothold onshore, Shell Oil has leases offshore
here towards the Canadian border. When they asked Frank
Murkowski why they weren't -- and the State of Alaska has
got land, that they could not develop because the Arctic
Refuge is not developed. If they develop the refuge, it's
going to be a pipeline to accommodate the offshore
interests. That'safact. Frank Murkowski again said,

when he was asked why didn't the state leases sell, when
we get ANWR they will.

So the people who value whaling, give that very
serious thought why we should allow this becauseitisa
stepping stone to offshore.

I don't think they really care about 10,000 Native
people on the North Slope. Thereis peoplein thisworld
that would run right over us, and if they can make money
offshore, that iswhat will happen. So those of us that
value whaling, we ought to take that into consideration.

And if thisail istold to go ahead, could they put
in a stipulation that they will not go offshore? That
would probably appease some people. Not me. | don't want
to see any of it. Wegot along for 10-, 12,000 years
without this oil, and I'm sure we can keep on without it.
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included in the lease sales. Those are Native allotments
many of us have.

And that's -- that's what | have to say right now. |
just want to say mandate. Those are not required.
Mandate them. Everybody else saysit, you know. We need
to start looking out for ourselves. Thisis Kaktovikmiut.
We live here. But we also have to be responsible for our
being in Kaktovik, our whaling, our hunting, our fishing.
We have to be responsible for everything that we have and
own in Kaktovik ourselves. Be responsible for yourself,
your parents, your children, your grandchildren. Be good
to one another.

Quyanag.

MR. DENNISSTACEY: Good evening. My
name's Dennis Stacey. 1'm currently working and living
here in Kaktovik. 1'm along-term resident of Alaska.
Been a40-year resident. |'ve worked in resource
development across Alaska in many placesin mining and il
and gas, and frankly | think that we can have awin/win
situation with the development of the 1002 area. KIC and
ASRC are mgjor stakeholders within the 1002 area. And |
think that they are generally in favor of development.

In Petroleum News last week | saw that ASRC and KIC
have committed to a 3-D seismic survey of the area over a
couple of winters. So that tells me they are interested.
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So | hope thisis considered by the Environmental Impact
Statement.

MR. DENNISSTACEY: Isthereasign-up
list for the remarks?

MS. NICOLE HAYES: Nope. It'sjust
whoever wants to come up. There has been some great
testimony aready.

MS. IDA ANGASAN: I'm going to say
something again. |da Angasan, NVK. Thank you, this lady
from Unalakleet, for what you said. | appreciate that.

I'm looking at bullet No. 7, for instance, require
that those who buy leasesin 1002 are required to attend
cultural and environmental seminar by Kaktovikmiut. How
about it says "mandatory"? We hear mandatory many times
from all the other organizations. | think instead of
saying "require," we should say "mandatory.” They haveto
come here to listen to usfirst. Those that are buying
the leases in the 1002 area, they have to be mandated.

And | aso have one more. No. 10, community trails,
the campsites, subsistence use sites by the community of
Kaktovik should be identified and protected in the EIS.
And should -- where it says "should," it should be
"mandated.” Should be mandated. "Should" should be taken
out of there and say "will not be included in the lease
sales" Protected in the EI'S and mandate not to be
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But thereis also a provision of Alaska Native Claims
Settlement Act, 7(i) provision, that mandates sharing
revenues from natural resource development with other
Native corporations. NANA has done this with Red Dog.
Sealaska did it with their timber. And | think other
Native corporations have doneit, also.

But oil development has brought prosperity to Alaska
and to alot of the communities, such as Barrow and
Nuigsut where I've worked. And | think it can be
beneficial nearby here, too.

There was alot of concern that the development of
the North Slope ail fields would harm the caribou, and |
believe caribou have thrived aongside the oil
development. It has not destroyed the caribou.

A couple of winters ago | worked on the Point Thomson
project and saw lots of caribou there, and we also saw a
lot of wolvesthat spring in 2016. But there have been a
variety of habitat enhancement projectsthat | think can
happen here if the stipulations within the refuge permit
it.

For example, with the ASRC mine site, amillion acres
of overburden was stripped a couple winters ago and put
back into the pit to reclaim it. But that kind of ahill,
in my experience, has been real beneficia for caribouin
summertime to get up on those hillsto get out of the bugs
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and get somewind. And | think that a variety of habitat
enhancements like that could be very possible to do;
fisheries enhancements from gravel pits and a so waterfow!
enhancements, too. And perhaps off-site mitigation
outside the refuge and compensation for harm to wetlands
there.

But my understanding is that the direct impact to the
|land would be 2,000 acres or less. And with directional
drilling, alot of development can take place from very
isolated pads. And theoil fields I've worked in, such as
Alpine, have areal high environmental threshold for
maintaining the land. And the stipulationsin 1002 area
should be every bit as strict, if not more so, than the
NPR-A.
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So these environmenta rules and regulations and
things, procedures, have got to be watched because
industry, they'll do aslittle asthey can to get by.

I've seen presentations by how this oil industry
operates in other countries. South America, they have no
concerns. There will be flaring going on in the middle of
villages with kids playing around it. Pipeswill be
laying on the ground. We have it alittle better than
that. People fault the environmental community, but it's
because peopl e are watching them.

When | first came here, the seismic was going on
offshore. We didn't know what it was. We would hear
sonic booms out there. They are going to do it their way
as much as they can, so people here better be aware and be

15  Anyway, | think it can be awin/win. And what we are 15 ableto be knowledgeable in how to -- how to watch them
16 herefor tonight, as | understand it, iswe are taking 16 and what to watch and be thereto do it. If they are 40
17 comments on what should be concerned or considered inyour |17 miles out there somewhere, we don't seeit. So there
18 EIS. And so these are some of the thingsthat I've 18 better be some people here to get training to watch
19 thought of. And | have some written comments, but | don't 19 industria activity because --
20 have them ready to submit tonight. So I'll be sending 20  Okay. All the permitsthat they do on the North
21 thosein. 21 Slope are done with -- with permits. They get permits for
22 Anyway, thank you for coming to Kaktovik, and 22 that. But they don't have people to monitor their
23 appreciate that. 23 permits. So every permit that they have here should have
24 MS. NICOLE HAYES: Thank you. 24 somebody from -- the State or wherever allows the permit
25 MR. ROBERT THOMPSON: I'd liketo comment |25 to happen, they should have somebody there watching to
Page 43 Page 45
1 onthe gentleman's statement. He talked about 7(i). The 1 makesurethey doit. Likeflaringisnot supposed to be
2 corporation, when they acquired it, excluded 7(i). Soyou 2 goingon. They do it as much asthey feel like because
3 arewrong about 7(i) being -- just getting shared wealth 3 thereisnobody there. When Hickel was governor, people
4 with therest of the state, Natives. And also concerning 4 started to try and enforce these regulations. They just
5 the environment, |'ve seen changes made to requirements. 5 fired the people.
6 Likefor iceroads, the climateis getting warmer, so they 6  Sowe have got to be careful that whatever
7 changed the standard. There'sindustrial people that work 7 environmental regulations and rules, that there is away
8 intheoil field lobbying and got it changed. It'sgoing 8 people here could know that they are being followed
9 to change some more, and they will changeit again. 9 because before they do something, they have got to have
10 Now they are talking about snow roads. | don't know 10 those permits. But they disregard them in many cases.
11 what they areand | don't know if they have been proven to 11 Every timel've gone by Badami, thereisflaring going on.
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work anywhere. But they want to be able to get accessto
this, and they don't really careif they haveto do
something. They are talking about -- is there enough
water for iceroads? They can't use ocean water. So that
is something that's got to be addressed. In the
Environmental Impact Statement, can they do what they
propose? | brought this up at a previous meeting. They
said, oh, we will just build snow fences. We'll melt the
snow and make iceroads. That's never been done. But
they will tell usthat just to get their foot in the door
and get what they want.

And we want to be very careful because they arein
the business of making money, not doing what's right for
all of us.
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When | went through Badami, | stopped there, and they
asked me, do you have firearms or acohol. | said, | have
afirearm. Hesaid, well, | have to takeit.

So when you talk about a benign landhol der, and when
they assert their right with security people and emphasize
thisisour area, we got control of it, well, that getsa
little -- I get tired of that. | live here. | shouldn't
have security people telling me what to do. I've heard
peoplein this village say we can sneak around; they won't
catch us. We shouldn't have to sneak around. We should
have the right to go wherever we always did and that
should be entered into this Environmental Impact Statement
because that seriously affects usif we can't.

And | aso have concernsrelated to why BLM is
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handling this rather than Fish & Wildlife. I've dealt
with Fish & Wildlife, and | don't know how that's going to
change. Maybe you can address how thiswill change now
that we have a new person -- new agency administrating
thisland that we live on. So that's got to be -- just so
we know. If | want to get a permit to operate in arefuge
and BLM is now handling it, what's going to change, you
know? There'salot of things we need to know.
Thank you.
MR. ROLAND WARRIOR: Can| ask you to
reintroduce yourself, your name and who you are with?
MR. DENNISSTACEY: Yes. My nameis
Dennis Stacey. |I'm here representing myself. I'm
currently working for UIC Science here on the remediation
project at the hangar, but they have no input in what I'm
saying here. My employer is elsewhere on the North Slope
within AFC and Nanug and Houston Contracting.
But the gentleman brought up the snow roads, and |
can speak to that from firsthand experience. Ice roads
were built to the end of ConocoPhillips drilling areas
last winter, and then there was a snow road built all the
way to Barrow to provide overland access beyond there.
But the villagers in Nuigsut have used the ice roads going
into Nuigsut and the Colville River ice bridge for many
years now. So they have overland access through the

© 00N O WNP

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page 48

environment, is good for the local communities and Alaska
in general, and provides more energy security for the
United States, also.

So anyway, these are reasonable questions, and people
can have differences of opinion about them. But it's
worth keeping an open mind on these things, but certainly
have reasonable stipulations to protect your interests
here, too. You arethelocal stakeholders. You arethe
local village. So your input here -- BLM is here because
they administer the mineral estate for the federal
government. The Fish & Wildlife Service does not do that.
So that's the reason BLM is here taking these comments
because they are the leasing agency.

MR. ROLAND WARRIOR: Have they selected
any potentia sites where they want to develop at? What
I'm getting at is 1'm concerned about our coastal access
for hunting caribou in aboat. There are safe, sheltered
places where we can park, and there's places we can't park
because of the ocean waves.

MS. NICOLE HAYES: So that'sthe kind of
input we are looking for. Those are the specific type of
comments and concerns that would be really helpful for us
to know about. So we haven't made any decisions.

MR. ROLAND WARRIOR: Okay. Right offhand
the one I'm thinking about is our POWD areato our
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winter to get heavy supplies and thingsinto the village
for building and other things.

ConocoPhillips also brought in natural gasfor the
village. The village of Barrow enjoys natural gas from
the Barrow gas field. Most villages don't have that.

Fuel isvery expensive. | know it's extraordinarily
expensive around here. You are at the end of avery long
logistic chain.

But I think it would be possible to have snow roads
coming in here, too, in the winter from the ice roads that
would be brought into the 1002 area, but | have no input
onthat. But | don't see why it wouldn't be possible.

But the North Slope Borough is the administrator for alot
of these permits, and they go out and inspect the
reclamation at the end of the season. They inspect the
iceroads and gravel pits. ASRC sold alot of gravel to
ConocoPhillips for their project, for example.

Anyway, | think it's a beneficial thing. Thereis
local employment for people in the village there. But
these are things for you to have input on.

I'm avisitor here, although | am working here and
living here at the present time. But I'm also in Alaska,
and Alaska would benefit from development within ANWR. |
think that's atrue thing. So the question is, can we do
the development in away that doesn't hurt the
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Kanniniivik area. That's our coastal hunting from the
boast. It's a safe shelter where we can land. Campsite.

MS. NICOLE HAYES: So we have some maps
outside the room. When we are done, it would be helpful
if you could mark that on the map.

MR. ROLAND WARRIOR: Eddie hasgot his
maps here.

Another one to think about is our akpik place, where

going to pick our akpiks.

MS. IDA ANGASAN: Berries.

MS. NICOLE HAYES: Please, if thereis
other people that want to come up and speak, | mean, we
are hear to listen. Sowe areall ears. And we have
appreciated everybody that shared information with us
tonight. It isextremely helpful.

MR. GLEN SOLOMON: Hello. I'm Glen, Glen
Solomon, resident of Kaktovik, whaling captain, and also
ASRC representative for our village, for my people. We
have been fighting over this for over 40 years to develop
on our own land. We have been surrounded by federal and
State land, and all we could doisjust ook at our land;
no development, no nothing. And here everybody get a
chance to develop on their land like the Gwich'in people.
They leased out 180,000 of their acres for oil and gas
lease on the Eagle Plains, and caribou migrate through

Midnight Sun Court Reporters

(12) Pages 46 - 49





Coastal Plain Oil and Gas L easing Program EIS
Scoping M eeting - Kaktovik

June 12, 2018

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP

NNNNNNRERRERRRER R B B
ORWNREPROOO®O®NOOUMWNLEO

Page 50

there, through the Eagle Plains and also through the --
what is the Dempster Highway that they have.

And we just want to have a chance at the table where
we could develop our resources to make profit, to make
profit off our land like everybody else. Like they got
trees and everything like that. What we got? We just got
the minerals that's in the ground, and that will build
infrastructure for our people, that create jobs for our
people, and also dividends for our people.

So it will really help our people out alot because,
you know, what we use for whaling, we use gas and ail.
What we use to go hunt caribou, we use gas and oil. Sowe
have this right to develop on our own land like everybody
else hastheright on their land. We have theright to
develop on our land, also.

Thank you.

MR. CHARLESLAMPE: My name's Charles
Lampe. I'm also awhaling captain. | grew up with Glen.
| grew up with everybody here. 1'd like to thank the BLM
for coming and listening to the voice of Kaktovik because
alot of times the voice of Kaktovik, the people here from
Kaktovik, gets overshadowed and overlooked by louder
voices, from environmental groups, from people that
haven't stepped foot, spent one day here in Kaktovik, that
know what the people need, that know what our lives are,
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to go back to that. Y ou know, that way of life was hard.

What we have now, we have to develop. That's the way
we were taught. We use what we have to make our lives
better. And we love our land. Thereis nobody that can
tell you different.

And you know, the biggest thing that | want to get in
this EISisthe impact of our community, of our people.
Y ou know, since the Air Force has been here, | mean, for
the last, what, 70 years or so, | mean, we have seen an
uprisein cancer. And you know, | mean, they dumped drums
and stuff. We have no ideawhat they are. And on our
beaches, on our shores, they displaced our village
numerous times, no -- no apologies, no, you know, I'm
sorry, no reparations. But we live with that. We have
thrived through that.

| have seen -- you know, my kids, | have a
three-year-old and a 13-year-old. And | moved out for a
few years, and | moved back here after my daughter was
born because | want this to be the place where she grows
up because | know she's safe here. Her family is here.
Her grandpais here. All of us, you know, we live
together. We watch out for each other.

People talk about the bears, put more emphasis that
the bears are more -- more important than we are, the
people, you know, and that isn't true. | mean, the bears
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that what we go through every year, every day, daily life.
Live one winter here and you will see exactly how hard our
lifeis. You have no idea

More people walk into aMacDonald'sin Anchorage in
one week than will ever set foot up herein ANWR, but the
environmentalists want to praiseit as this great place
that should never be touched. Wetouchit. We go up
there. We are the ones who hunt. We are the ones who
live. Our family, our ancestorslived up there. They
taught us respect for the land. They taught us respect
for everybody else, our family people, that comein, the
whales that we catch, the fish that we eat.

Roland, you go out, you hunt. Glen, you go out, you
hunt, you feed our entire community. And we are blessed
with that. But we have people that are not from here,
from different states, from different countries, from
Washington, D.C., from governments down herein Alaska
that tell us what we can and cannot do on our land. That
isn't right. It's been like that for far too long.

I love our land. | love our community. | lovethe
way of our life, but | talk to people like Isaac, like
Idas father. He -- he tells people about how hard it
used to be, about how, you know, he had to get hisown
wood. How hard it isjust to even get water, keep
yourself warm in the wintertime. He says he wouldn't want
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didn't start really coming around -- | remember when | was
akid, we would play out all the time, and we didn't have
acarein the world about a bear, but now, you know, we
have polar bear patrol looking out for bears and, you
know, | mean, it's like kind of a nuisance for us, but --

Y ou know, we have people coming in that -- in the
summertime that -- people and families used to be able to
go out and if they needed to make money and they had a
boat, they were able to take people out and show them the
bears, make alittle money for their family, but because
of regulations thereis, | think, five people now, if I'm
correct -- five or six people now that have licenses to
take people out to view bears that -- you know, | mean,
they have amonopoly on it, and there is nothing that
anybody else can do. You know, that provided money for a
lot of families here that weren't able to work or get jobs
from the borough or KIC.

And | mean, | know it's hard sometimes to get by.

And that's why we help each other. That's why we hunt.
That's why we fish. Y ou know, if anybody needs help, |
mean, we are acommunity. We are afamily. We help each
other.

| have been a KIC board member. Unfortunately our
past president, Phillip Tikluk, Jr., passed away. And |
was on the board before him, and | got -- | got voted out,
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which was fine with me. And the board brought me back,
and it was an honor to come back in his position.

And | know how much he fought for this. | mean, |
went in meetings with him. | was part of the AIO group,
the Arctic Inupiag Offshore group, and part of avoice
with Phillip. And he was so adamant about us being able
to develop our land, to use our land, to use what, you
know, the government gave us that was already ours, but
after they gaveit to us, they were like, well, you can't
do anything with it because it's a refuge now, so you
can't drill onyour land. You can't, you know, make a
pipeline. You can't do anything with your land. You
can't even go on your land with afour-wheeler in the
summertime because it's protected, becauseit'sawildlife
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bread. You can buy agallon of milk.

Our store went without eggs, milk, bread; essentials,
you know, things for weeks, you know, on end because we
have one airline that can't fly it up. Or during the
wintertime we get storms and they can't get planesin
here. We don't have aroad system. We don't have a barge
system. Even in the wintertime, I've advocated for an ice
road just so we can get supplies here during the
wintertime when a plane can't comein or when stuff isn't
able to be transported here and make it alittle bit
easier.

But it's kind of nerve-wracking coming up here. |
mean, | love my hometown. | love my people. | love my
family. I loveall -- you know, it'sjust finally being

15 refuge. 15 ableto have the opportunity to develop land that is ours
16  You know, that seeing that and hearing that -- we 16 and making sure that we have asay in it, you know, not
17 see, like, Nuigsut, we see other places like Barrow and, 17 everybody else. Itisn't everybody else. It should be
18 you know, anywhere else down in the Lower 48, they don't 18 us. Wehave asay. We should work side by side with the
19 tell you you can't do thisto your land. They don't -- 19 oil companies, with the government to make sure that our
20 they might with some things, but | mean, like, with us, we 20 land is protected, to make sure that in every way possible
21 have never had the opportunity to develop what is ours. 21 our environment is protected, our animals are protected.
22 We have had so much taken away from us that finaly we 22 And not only that, but the way of life that we live,
23 have hope that we can do something. We can make something |23 hunting. We shouldn't be forced not -- | mean, thereis
24 of our land. 24 going to be certain spots -- like with a pipeline going
25 I've worked in the oil field before. I've seen 25 in, there's going to be certain spots where we can't hunt.
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1 Prudhoe. I've seen how clustered and everything it is. 1 With drill pads, there are going to be certain
2 I'veworked in Alpine. | know how it's spaced out. 2 restrictions about firearms around it. And that's fine,
3 Directional drilling isway less of afootprint. It'sthe 3 just aslong as we are able to go where we need to go to
4 safety and the environmental aspect of it isalot more 4 hunt.
5 strenuous than it has been or ever was in the past. 5 I mean, my sister worked in Deadhorse for along
6  Andthereisgoing to be an impact no matter what, 6 time, and she was able to trap foxes and things there to
7 but we can make sure that us as a community, the people of 7 make hats and everything. And she spent more than half
8 Kaktovik -- not anyone else, not people from Fairbanks, 8 her life there working. And you know, | mean, peoplein
9 not people from Anchorage, not people from other 9 Nuigsut, they still hunt, they still get caribou, they
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villages should be able to comein and tell us, the people
of Kaktovik, what we can or can't do with our land. They
have no say init. They shouldn't, you know; but they do.
Because of the media, because of other publications,
because of environmental groups, because of government
issues, our voiceis-- isdrowned out. And I'm just glad
that you guys actually came up and gave people the
opportunity to speak. And we have people here from other
places that don't live here that came up here just to
speak against this.

And you know, | respect that, but you don't live
here. Y ou know, thisisn't where you live your whole
life. Thisisn't where you spend your winters. This
isn't where you raise your kids. Thisisn't -- you are
going to get on a plane, you are going to leave, and then
what? You can go to astore. You can buy aloaf of
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still get wolverines, they get wolves.

With the right -- with the right -- what's the word
I'm looking for -- with the right arrangement and the
right opportunities to work hand in hand with the oil
companies and the government and, you know, BLM and the
Fish & Wildlife Service, to make sure that our voice is
heard, that Kaktovik's voiceis heard.

Barter Island, thisiswhere welive. Thisisour
hometown. Thisis going to affect us. It's not going to
affect -- it might be sad that ANWR is open. It might be
sad that thereisan ail rig there. But if you live
someplace else, you get on aplane or you seeiton TV, it
doesn't affect you. It might affect your emotions, but it
doesn't affect you. It affectsus. It affects our
children. It affectsme. It affects my future. It
affects their future.
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1  And after everything is said and done, al the ail is 1 one-time only location for them to use and them only. If
2 gone, you know, we will be there to make sure that 2 it's something that the community would like to see made
3 everything iscleaned up. We will be there to make sure 3 available for use here, where would you want it? Those
4 that everything istried to put back the way it was 4 arethekind of things that we can start to build into the
5 because no matter what anybody says, welove our land. We | 5 program so that after a company getstheir lease, if they
6 respect our land. And we don't want to seeit hurt, but 6 want to bring equipment in, where they bring it, how they
7 we need to come together to make sure that we are heard. 7 bringit, what time of year. You know, those are al the
8  Andthank you again for letting us -- but like | 8 kinds of stipulations and conditions that we can build
9 said, the main thing is we need a hedlth study, a 9 into the program.
10 basdline, to make sure what kind of impacts we have, you 10  Andyour -- you are the people who know best, you
11 know. 11 know, where that should be and where that should not be.
12 Andl guessthat'sit. Sothank you again for coming 12 Soyou know, if you have thoughts on that, we would love
13 and listening to us. 13 to hear it.
14 MR. JOE BALASH: Sowhy don't wetake a 14 MR. DENNIS STACEY: How many acres are
15 five-minute break and stretch our legs alittle bit, maybe 15 authorized for disturbance?
16 get somefreshair. And we will come back and see who 16 MR. JOE BALASH: So the federal law limits
17 else might want to say something. 17 the surface disturbance to 2,000 acres. And, you know,
18 (A break was taken.) 18 thelanguage used in the Tax Act is not exhaustive. So
19 MS. NICOLE HAYES: Okay. WEe're going to 19 there will probably need to be some interpretations about,
20 go ahead and get started again. | just want to remind 20 okay, how do you count those acres, which specific
21 people, thisisyour opportunity to share with us. 21 footprints are going to count against that acreage. To
22 Everybody has shared some really great comments. Wewant |22 the extent that there may or may not be surface
23 to continue to hear them. Please feel freeto come up and 23 disturbance on the KIC/ASRC lands, you know, does that
24 speak. Don't be shy. So thefloor isopen again. Soif 24 count against the 2,000 or not, you know.
25 you want to come up and talk, we are here to listen. 25  Sothose arethe kinds of things that we will be
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1 MR. JOE BALASH: So one of the things that 1 fleshing out here aong theway. | think thereis
2 was part of the legislation that authorized the leasing 2 certainly areasonable interpretation that any surface
3 program was alimitation on the number of surface acres 3 disturbance on the ASRC portion of land doesn't count
4 that can be disturbed for drilling pads, for pipelines and 4 against the 2,000-acre limitation on federal land.
5 potentially roads. And I've had conversations with Mayor 5 I'm sure that some other lawyer is going to interpret
6 Brower in Utgiagvik about the ASTAR program and thedesire | 6 that differently and test us but, you know, those are the
7 onthe part of folksto start looking at year-round gravel 7 kinds of thingsthat -- you know, we can't tell KIC and
8 roadsto communities in the borough. 8 ASRC whereto put abarge landing, but if there are parts
9  Andsoaquestion | would have and appreciate some 9 of the federal acreage that you know would be a bad place
10 feedback oniswhether aroad in the 1002 areato support 10 for abarge landing, then it would be good for us to know
11 the development is something that the peoplein the 11 that.
12 community would welcome or oppose. And maybe you haven't |12 MR. ROLAND WARRIOR: One comment on your
13 thought about that, but | think that's something that 13 bargelanding. I'd like to see a more appropriate barge
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would be well worth understanding on the front end here.
| did note the comment about, you know, thereis no
road access and there is not really barge access. Well,
you know, in order to conduct exploration, somebody is
going to have to move some pretty big and heavy equipment
into the area. And there is going to need to be some way
toland that. And so, you know, if there are better
places than others for something like that, those are the
kinds of things that your local knowledge would be very
helpful to us.
And one thing to consider is, you know, if somebody
putsin abarge landing, you know, it doesn't mean it'sa

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

landing here in Kaktovik. Last year during our whaling
time we got a barge landed where we pull up our whale.

MR. JOE BALASH: Okay. And that'sclose
here, close by here?

MR. ROLAND WARRIOR: Yeah, to service our
village.

MR. JOE BALASH: Okay.

MR. CHARLESLAMPE: Where we pull up our
whales when we do our fall whale hunt, we get three whales
ayear, and we usualy use that part of the beach to pull
up the whale to divide amongst the community. And
unfortunately, that's the spot where the barge comesin to
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deliver fuel and vehicles and equipment and whatever is
needed. That's usually where they dock.

And from what it sounds like, the remediation project
that they have going on right now with the hangar, they
are asking if they can use that portion of the beach to
dock and unload all the contaminated gravel and steel and
everything. And we arefighting it, but | don't know
exactly how much of a say we have on whether or not it's
going to be able to be off limits for them.

So abarge landing would be nice. | mean, we can do
aroad to the other end to the island where it's pretty
much open ocean. Thereis a spot there that a barge
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see that put to a stop because once the oil industry says,
okay, we will put it at a stop, how long you need and
everything, and once we get done with our whaling hunts,
they get back into production or whatever they are doing
and everything like that, seismic and everything like
that. It'sjust everything is put to a halt.

But we would sure love to see Bowhead Transportation
do that, also, because, you know, it was kind of
disturbing last year where we would be out there seven,
eight miles out and seeing a barge out there and calling
them on the radio and saying you guys are not supposed to
be out here but, you know, they never signed that contract

13 landing would be nice or, you know, some place other than 13 or anything. And I'd surelove to see that.
14 where we pull up our whales. 14  Andalsol would redly love to see aroad system out
15  Alsowiththeiceroad deal, the infrastructure for 15 of here because, you know, it would bring more
16 thebeginning -- | worked on Alpine when it wasfirst in 16 infrastructure to our community and also it would lower
17 construction, so I've worked on, like, the runway and the 17 the cost of plane tickets, the cost of freight, groceries
18 first pad that was built there. It's mainly done in the 18 coming into our village because, you know, you go to the
19 wintertime, so ice roads can be built so heavy trucks can 19 store here and buy agallon of milk for, like, $20 and,
20 haul gravel from mine sites. The magjority of pretty much 20 you know, like if you are down there Anchorage, you buy a
21 dll of the construction for gravel pads and stuff is done 21 galon of milk for, like, $5. Try buy aloaf of bread for
22 during the wintertime. And we have never really had an 22 $5 whereyou buy them for, like, aquarter, 75 centsto a
23 iceroad here. We have Rolligons that come that deliver 23 dollar, but it's pretty spendy because the high price of
24 supplies every once in awhile, but not very often. 24 Ravn, it really takes atoll on our village because, you
25 But aniceroad, | think the North Slope Borough may 25 know, they are the only airlines that come into our
Page 63 Page 65
1 haveinthe worksright now to start doing ice roads every 1 village.
2 winter to each of the villages, which would be really 2 Webrought it up at AFN so many years and nothing has
3 nice. We would be able to get more groceries and vehicles 3 ever been done with it. And you know, like you said,
4 and fuel or whatever we need alot easier and better 4 having other airlines come through here, but Ravn has
5 accessto be able to leave, you know, during winter. You 5 monopolized the whole North Slope where they set the price
6 know, during the summertime it wouldn't matter, but during 6 and everything. It's pretty harsh because we ask for
7 thewinter it would really help, so -- 7 lower priceson airline tickets, and what they do, they
8 MR. JOE BALASH: So the mention of the 8 higher up the prices and everything like that and also the
9 fall whaling activity sparks something for me, whichis, 9 freight. It'slike 2.50, $3 for a pound, and that's
10 you know, typically the equipment for exploration gets 10 pretty rough.
11 moved in seasondly, right? Soif you imagine the barge 11 Thanks.
12 traffic that may beincreased for that, what kind of 12 MS.LILLIAN LAMPE: My nameisLillian
13 activity or limitations on activity need to be considered 13 Lampe, and I'm here working in the community, and | travel
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so that thereis not interference with your fall whaling?

MR. CHARLESLAMPE: Wekind of have
something in place right now with Bowhead Transportation
and Carlisle.

MR. GLEN SOLOMON: What he'sreally
talking about is we work with the oil companiesto
determine on when we do do our fall whaling hunt so
everything goes at a halt. And they had to writea
contract on that and sign it and everything. But Bowhead
Transportation don't want to sign that contract or
anything like that. So whenever they come and go as they
please while we are doing our hunting, we would like to

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

thevillages. 1'm originally from Nuigsut, and I've
experienced that, the environmental impact to our
community. The benefitsare great. It really helpsthe
community. | just-- | know BLM doesn't do -- Fish &
Wildlife to do studies for you. And | would suggest that
the Native village in your community get resources to hire
acompany that will -- what do you call that? Yeah, that
will help do your studies. And they do it every year.
And they arereal good because they studied our fish, and
then they give those statements back to us with BLM, ASRC.
And thereisalot of good things about it.

But the thing I'm concerned about is the water
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resource. If they are going to build ice roads, | don't
know how much -- you know, the lakes you have around the
communities, if they are going to build ice roads, make
sure they study those because they have fish. And they
are the healthiest fish in there other than the river and
the ocean because nothing probably getsinto those lakes.
But they are really good fish. That's what we found out
inour years. And they just need to do more studies on
how deep the lakeis. Andthereisfishinthere. And |
just wanted to bring that up.

The impacts that we have are great. And the
mitigation, the funds, you know, whatever your community
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of Kaktovik. We would rather have it the way it waskind
of set up at Alpine where they have their own air strip
there or like a central hub like Kuparuk or Deadhorse
where they can fly in there without affecting Kaktovik so
much and use that as more of a drop-off place for the
workers and have them either helicoptered out or flown out
with asmaller flight to the different fields.

But it would be nice to get more airlines flying up
here, like Glen and afew other people said. Ravn hasa
monopoly on our little village. We spend $700 round trip
per person to fly to Fairbanks to take our kids on
vacation or shop or, you know, just to get out of the

13 wants. | just want to say that make sure you get all 13 villagefor awhile.
14 mitigated for what your community needs because we have 14 But during the summer months we have alot of
15 those mitigations, aswell. We got natural gas. We 15 touriststhat comein, and they take up the flights every
16 have-- we don't have cheaper pricesin the store because 16 summer from, | want to say, end of July, beginning of
17 our corporation got a business with AC store, and they are 17 August till the bears|eave or till it freezes over, till
18 expensive. But it realy helpsto get thingsinto your 18 November.
19 community, especidly if thereis-- if you wanted to 19  Andwe have alot of people with health issues, you
20 build your own homes because that's what we struggle for. 20 know, people that have to go out for dental or medical
21  Thoseare our impacts. Homes for the -- you know, 21 issuesthat -- | know it's hard for them to get aflight
22 for your grandkids. | have grandkids. They need ahome. 22 out.
23 They are not going to live in my 20-, 30-year-old home. 23 But that isn't the worst thing. The worst thing is
24 It'snot going to last. 24 if you get aflight out and your stay is made longer
25 But those kind of statements are very crucial, and it 25 because you have more appointments that weren't scheduled
Page 67 Page 69
1 will help you. And the benefits are good. Our hunting, 1 or something happens, either you get weathered out, you
2 it'sdeterred [sic], but you know what? We still can 2 can't get aflight back home, so you are stuck in
3 hunt. We havethoserights. We still can hunt the food 3 Fairbanks or Anchorage during the peak season of tourism
4 that we eat, but they need to follow through when -- when 4 where the prices for a hotel or car rental double or
5 we ask for something to protect our food, our land, our 5 triple where low-income families here aren't able to pay
6 resources, they haveto follow those. And | hope that, 6 for that, but because of the one airline with flights
7 you know, those things will be in place before. 7 booked daily, not able to get back home, we have seen a
8  Andthen the -- the base for -- like if they are 8 lot of people get stuck in Anchorage or Fairbanks on --
9 going to drill somewhere and they -- they won't have an 9 for medical reasons and just have no placeto live or no
10 airport. If something emergent happens, Barter Island has 10 food to eat and rely on communities. We pull together as
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got to be the base because you have an airport. 1t will
help. | just wanted to bring that up. | think | got a
lot more. But | care about my communities. | work for my
communitiesin all the eight villages on the Slope. And |
come to meetings like this. And | went to Point Lay
meeting, too, aswell. And I'm here today, so | just want
to voice out.

Thank you.

MR. CHARLESLAMPE: Asfar astheairstrip
and the airline about flying workersin or the
infrastructure for that, | know there has been concern
from afew residents about not having Kaktovik asa
central hub because we don't want the influx of people
coming in just to go to work and having to go through
Kaktovik al the time, that people have to comein and out
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acommunity and make sure that that person has a place to
stay or food to eat or relatives in town that will help
them out.

But we need more -- more emphasis on getting more
airlines or different ways of people to either travel back
and forth or get goods that we need just for daily living
here. You know, it's-- like |l said, it's hard living up
here, and it costsalot. Yeah, we make alot of money.

We make high wages, but those wages are offset because of
how expensive things are.

Natural gaswould be great. | mean, that would help
so many people in this community with heating alone, even
just to get anatural gas pipeline or anatural gas well
drilled here to help offset the cost of fuel because we
have our fuel barged in. What isit, $7 agallon for

Midnight Sun Court Reporters

(17) Pages 66 - 69





Coastal Plain Oil and Gas L easing Program EIS
Scoping M eeting - Kaktovik

June 12, 2018

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP

NNNNNNRERRERRRER R B B
ORWNREPROOO®O®NOOUMWNLEO

Page 70

diesdl for gas, and for residentia -- | mean, it costs an

arm and aleg just to stay warm during the winter. And

for usto be able to get a natural gas pipeline or natura
gasto help heat the homes would benefit our community so
much. Evenif that's all that came out of this, | mean,

that would be worth it.

But you know, it's -- it's going to be hard the next
10, 15 -- it's not going to happen right away. It's not
going to be developed in ayear or two or five or
whatever. It's not going to happen right away. We are
going to be affected slowly. And we as acommunity need
to make sure that we are taken care of. Not only us, but
our future generations are taken care of and that our
voiceis heard and that it isn't overshadowed by outside
entities or other groups that think they know what's best
for us here when they don't even really come and
experience what we live through every -- every day, every
year, every week.

Y ou know, it's -- it's disheartening hearing comments
on TV and radio from people who will never, ever step foot
here. But, you know, I've traveled to Washington to
advocate for the opening of ANWR so we can develop our
land, and just having people there that haven't even
stepped foot in Alaska have a say in whether you can
develop your land or use your resources, they have more of
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42 yearsold. | remember growing up and watching my dad
go house to house with awater truck filling everybody's
water tank so they have water to bathe, to cook, you know,
to clean their house. We remember walking -- having to
use the bathroom in a bucket and picking that bucket up
and walking it outside. It was one of the daily, weekly
chores that we have to remove our own human waste into a
55-gallon drum so it could be dumped out in the sewage
lagoon. We remember those days. |I'm not that old. But
our kids, | don't want them to have to experience that.
They can experience that when they go camping, but as far
as having flushing toilets and running water, | don't want
to deal with that. We get that because of the tax revenue
from the North Slope Borough. And thiswould add to that.
This building that we are sitting in with the new
gym, flush toilets, alot of the jobs that we work isa
benefit from oil discovery and oil production. And, you
know, just having that become a possibility on our own
land is something I'm looking forward to hopefully seeing
and for wishing in the near future.
So thank you.

MS. ALLISON WARDEN: I'ma-- | don't live
here. | livein Anchorage. | was born and raised in
Fairbanks. 1'm one of those Inupiags that probably
couldn't survive awinter up here, and | definitely
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asay than we do, and we live here.

Y ou know, that's the hardest thing. Y ou know, people
telling you no, telling you you can't do what you want to
do with your resources to better your family and your
community, that's the hardest thing. They gave usthis
land. They took the land away, then they gave us alittle
bit back and told you you can't do anything with it. You
know, it took an act of Congress just for usto be able to
have these talks, you know, and that's amazing. | never
thought that was going to happen, you know, not in my
lifetime, but it has.

I'm not a Trump supporter or a Hillary supporter.

I'm just for us. | mean, thisisto benefit usasa

people, as acommunity. And you know, it's going to --
it's going to benefit not only us. It's going to benefit

the North Slope Borough by the tax revenue that they get.
It's going to benefit Alaska from the Trans-Alaska
Pipeline. It's going to keep ail flowing. It'sgoing to
keep TAPS going.

I'd rather have it onshore than offshore. 1I'm
against offshore. I'mawhaler. | know, you know, how
difficult it would be for, you know, an oil spill to be
cleaned up. I'd rather have it onshore where we would be
ableto at least contain it and deal with it.

But you know, having -- | remember growing up. I'm
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couldn't afford to live here. | would if | could, but it
definitely takes a certain kind of toughness that -- |
could doit, but --

MR. CHARLESLAMPE: You got family here.
You could doit.

MS. ALLISON WARDEN: For awhile, | was
involved with the environmental organizations, Sierra
Club. People saw me coming around. | thought it was good
because | got to see how they operate and how they talk
about our people when the people aren't in the room. Got
to goto Arctic Village. | -- being that deep into those
organizations and those big NGOs really woke me up in
terms of how our people are viewed by these big, huge,
multimillion-dollar corporations. | think it would be a
lot easier if Inupiags weren't here for alot of
different -- because we are left out of the conversation
or even just left out of the whole narrative alot of
times.

| have so many stories. And | -- of where | was
just, like, are you serious? No mention of the Inupiaq at
al in certain narratives. At al. You know, at big,
huge lobbying sessionsto try to -- and | just saw how the
money works and how the environmental organizations
utilize their big, huge bases of people who want to
protect wilderness and have this romanticized idea of what
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wildernessis, like C.C. says who has never been here and
how they sell thisidea of this place that's pristine and
al these things.

And it was-- it wasreally hard. You know, | let
it -- I waslike, | don't work with the Sierra Club
anymore. | don't even -- | don't know if anyoneis here.
But | know someone is here from them, but | don't even
want to talk to them. And the Wilderness League, they are
like the worst, you know. And another eye-awakening
moment was when | was in a meeting at the White House or
something, and | was just there -- they were like, hey, do
you want to go to thisthing? | waslike, I'll go listen
in and see what they are saying. And the Gwich'in were
lobbying for their area not to be wilderness and for our
areato be wilderness. And so that was one of those
moments where | was, like, whew, you know. It'sthings
like that.

But I'm glad | went through it because | can talk to
you guys about it. | can talk to the people here about
what I've seen. It wasreadly hard. | think thereis
grassroots organizations that are indigenous. So | mean,
that doesn't -- what I've said is that the power isin the
people who live here. | don't live here. And | made that
clear al theway. | don't livein Kaktovik. My voice
doesn't -- what mattersis the people who live there. The
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it so -- you know, natural gas so people don't have to pay
diesel. So | was achallenging person for them to work
with because | would call home and talk to people and ask
what was really going on and what people wanted. It's
hard because I'm one of those people that will get my
feelings hurt, you know, not seeing the place the way it
was or iS now.

But | believe in my cousin and the leadership that's
in placeright now. Yeah, | was-- | just had my own --
you know, | decided to put all my energy towards art. So
| have been doing art exhibitions in museums and things
likethat. | travel al over the world doing my art
because | -- there was no place for me within that fight
because | don't live here.

So you know, that's just some things | wanted to say.

Y ou know, my uncle at one point when | came here with the
Sierra Club gave me this great book called In This Place,

a Guide for Those Who Would Work in the Country of
Kaktovikmiut. And | thought that was really important to
read because it comes from the people and the land here.

Y eah.

I think it'simportant for you guys to have the
conversations, the direct -- | think -- | don't know. For
some reason, like with the environmental organizations,
they never came here. They weren't coming hereto talk to
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power isin thetribes. The power isin the people who
live here.

And I'm -- it makes me happy to hear that the people
who live here are standing up for what they need and what
they want and how they want to do it. | think it'sa
unique opportunity for the people here who live here to
come together. | have alist from my uncle and say this
iswhat we -- thisis how it's going to happen and thisis
what we demand, you know. And | see -- you know, it's --
| had areally hard time today because | was, like -- my
uncle gave methislist, and | was, like, | agree with
everything on here.

And | could just talk to any of you about my
experiences working with the big NGOs and how they use the
polar bear's emblem of this place, how the -- thereis
just alot of money. Thereisalot alot of money behind
these big, huge organizations, and there is no voice from
the Inupiag.

MR. CHARLESLAMPE: They havedll the
money, and none of it comes here.

MS. ALLISON WARDEN: None of it comes
here. And | did try to tell them -- | was like, if you
want to change people's minds here, then make al the
houses green and live off totally solar. | said, get a
natural gas pipeline here. Do this concrete action. Get
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the people for -- and when | had that film festival here,
that was the first time in 20-plus years that they even
tried to engage with the community directly, except for --
but they were doing all this lobbying and gathering of
signatures and all this other stuff to protect the refuge,
but without actually talking to the people here.

So that was really -- you know, you could only see so
much of that, you know, until you are, like -- you know,
it'sredly hard. It doesn't -- it's not right.

And so | think the more that you guys have direct
conversations and the more people in the village that get
involved and actually work on what it's going to look like
and -- | mean, this -- and aso retributions [sic] for
things that went wrong. Thereis Native allotments that
were never -- that aren't -- aren't rectified. People
don't -- my mom is one of them. She doesn't have her
Native allotment. Thereis-- you know, there are so many
impacts that happen and we haven't gotten reimbursed for
any of them. The experiments that were done on us, on our
people when they were kids.

Nobody signed up to be arefuge. And that's what |
had been saying when | was in the environmental belly. 1
was, like, nobody ever signed the paper to be arefuge.

So it was something that kind of landed on us, and then it
restricted alot of the ways that people use their land
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traditionally. And it'sfrustrating, | know, for the
hunters not to be able to go on four-wheelers like their
cousins do in Barrow. It's crazy that you haveto get
some kind of permit to go in the ocean, afancy Coast
Guard permit. All the regulations around here.

But the power isin the people, and it's always been
in the people and the people who live here. | livein
Anchorage. | haveland here. | would love to build on
it. | would lovetolive here. | take care of my mom now
in Anchorage. So she'sthere.

Thereis something else | wanted to say. But | think
my cousin will say alot. | just wanted to say to the
people here in Kaktovik, I've seen the whole everything of
these big, huge environmental organizations. | wasway up
deepinit, and | was-- my whole -- | wasjust so
disheartened. And when | needed them the most, you know,
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things. | used to make art around the -- around -- | had
ashow where | had both sides, both voices of for and
against opening the refuge, and it was a show. Both sides
were represented in different characters, but | stopped
making art around it. | wasdone. | wasjust like done
with all of that. So | made a ceremonial house, Inupiaq
ceremonia house instead. | am going to make a show
around -- but I'll be back in September with some artists
tolook at polar bears. They are artists from Iceland.
And they are going to make art. So that'sthefirst time
I'm taking a group to look at the bears. It'shard --
it's hard to come here and -- my mom and | are here. She
is here six weeks and I'm here until | pack up her whole
house and move her back down to Anchorage with me.
So anyway, I'm willing to talk to anyone personally
about what | saw and how it felt to be in those spaces and

17 they just cut me off without any warning and weren't there 17 how much the Inupiag voice was not even on the radar,
18 for mewhen | needed them. And just like now they are 18 especialy with the big, huge campaigns and all different
19 doing the thingsthat in away that they -- there isno 19 kinds of ways.
20 learning that happens because | tried to talk to them and 20 | wasin Paris and they wanted to do a video of me
21 teach them how to even come into the community in the 21 for the climate change meetings, and they were, like, why
22 proper way, and there is still no learning, even now. 22 do you support protecting the refuge. And | was, like --
23 Thereisnolearning. And I'm talking about the 23 | looked at them. | was, like, | don't support protecting
24 environmental groups. It'sjust not -- 24 therefuge. So | think they always get surprised. | was,
25  Anexampleis CNN is here, and they didn't have any 25 like, | don't believein the refuge. The refuge happened
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1 warning, no proper protocol, nothing. And the president 1 andlanded. It's not something people would have agreed
2 of -- or the west chair of Sierra Club, Dan -- you guys 2 toif they knew what was going on. | don't think any of
3 might have seen him here before. He brought them here, 3 our ancestors would have agreed to the designation of land
4 and he knew that he was supposed to -- he knew all the 4 and how everything happened. So that was wrong from the
5 things he was supposed to do, but he did it anyway. And 5 get-go.
6 thetripsthey have taken so many people up theriver, the 6  Andyou know, you have got to understand the impacts
7 SierraClub, the famous people. They don't even comeinto 7 that have been here haven't been here that long. You
8 thevillage or spend any money. | mean, I've seenit al, 8 know, the Boston whalers didn't come here. We were
9 you know, and I'm glad | saw it. 9 protected pretty much from the outside until, you know --
10  Youknow, it's--it'sabig business. It'sabig 10 | just want to share a story about my great
11 business, both sides. And yeah, and it's selling the idea 11 grandfather Akootchook who I'm named after. My mom aways
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of thiswilderness. And | just -- it's not wilderness.
It'syour home. It's the home of my ancestors. It's-- |
just -- it's been pretty --

Anyway, | just wanted to say that the power isin the
people here, and it's up to them. All the power isin
what they have to say. They know the specifics of what
needs to be done. | think the whole community, you know,
needs to get involved with like -- okay, because they --
you know like the baseline health study, | think that's a
great ideaand baseline for all the animals. | really
can't say because | don't -- | don't know. But | agree
with what my uncleis saying. Yeah.

So that's my story. | till make art. | do make
art. 1'm going to make an art show around, you know,
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told me that he would only let officersinto the village,
and he would taste everything before he would let
people -- he would taste everything before the other
people could eat them. So that's just something to think
about is that he was -- when the military first came, not
just any soldier could comeinto the village. It was only
officers or higher. So he protected the village as much
as he could from just al the officers just anybody
running free, and he did the taste test.

So we have the ability to get retribution [sic], |
think especially for the experiments that were done and
for the -- everything. There are so many things that just
have been done that are so wrong. | think thisisa
moment to talk about those things and bring them out and
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make sure that they are all handled and the money is going
to that.

| hate to see how it might look, but | appreciated
what C.C. said about the people that will still be hereto
deal with it asit goes. Soit'shard. Yeah. | don't
know. | just -- | just wanted to share that.

| want to share another story because | wasin
Gwich'in territory and | wasin Arctic Village, and they
said, you know, every time you guys have a medevac late at
night, we see that plane come over. We see it because
they -- and they say, we pray for you guys whenever we see
that medevac plane. And that really touched my heart. So
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And so if we need to talk more frequently than that, it

may have to be by phone or video conference but, you know,
we are here to be available and accessible to make sure we
are getting the right input and understanding from the
community.

MR. CHARLESLAMPE: Make sure before you
guys come up the next time for better advanced -- more
information for the community about when you will be
coming up and a different time for your meetings. | know
you guys planned it for the afternoon, which is not a good
time because alot of the community works, and we don't
get off till 5:00, alot of the majority of the community.

13 thereisrea people who livethere. | just think they 13 Soit would be better to have the meetings at a later
14 should have come up and -- | don't appreciate that there 14 time, say 6:00. 6:30.
15 has been no effort from their part to come here and meet 15 MR. JOE BALASH: Okay. Idasaysno.
16 the people and cometo theland. | tried when | was with 16 MS. IDA ANGASAN: Would you define
17 the Sierra Club to get a charter of Kaktovik people there 17 scoping, please. Define scoping.
18 and Gwich'in people here, but there was no funding for 18 MR. JOE BALASH: So scoping is one of the
19 that from the environmental organizations. Thereisno 19 phases for us under the National Environmenta Policy Act.
20 funding for al my ideas that | thought might be good, and 20 When we are considering a federal action, we have to take
21 they were hedlthy. Yeah. It'shard. Sol just walked 21 into account the impacts associated with that action, and
22 away fromthose. But I'm still in -- 22 we haveto look at what are the likely impacts under a --
23 Youknow, anyway, | have been talking along time. 23 if somebody comesto us with an application for a project,
24 Thank you. 24 let'ssay, or if we as the government areinitiating a new
25 MR. CHARLESLAMPE: Isthistheonly 25 program like this one, we have to analyze the impacts and
Page 83 Page 85

1 meeting that BLM is going to have up here in Kaktovik? 1 we havetolook at different ways of accomplishing the

2 MR. JOE BALASH: Thisisthe only scoping 2 purpose of the action.

3 meeting, but we will be back, I'm sure, to have 3 Andsointhiscase what we are looking at is how to

4 government-to-government meetings with and consultation 4 conduct the lease sales that Congress has told us we need

5 with KIC and ASRC. So eventualy there will be a draft 5 toconduct. Sowe will look at the various descriptions

6 Environmenta Impact Statement prepared, and when that is 6 and conditions, but this phase we arein right now is

7 complete and ready for publication, it will go out for 7 wherewe are identifying all of the issues, al of the

8 public comment, and we will come back and have a public 8 elementsthat we will study in the EIS document so that

9 meeting on the draft EIS. It will contain al the 9 when this draft comes out sometime maybe later this year,
10 different alternatives, different ways of doing the 10 wewill have looked at all of the things that people raise
11 leasing. And so yes, we will come back for that. 11 inthese meetings or in these comments.
12 Andyou know, asfar as the dialogue on how to -- how 12  Andit'simportant -- you know, you don't have to say
13 to prepare that EIS, you know, that is something that | 13 infront of everybody here what it isyou think we need to
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think it's really important for people to understand that
the tribe is able to engage us and talk to us, regardless
of what the comment deadlines are. So you know, the tribe
can talk to us a any point along the way. And you are
not just another stakeholder. Y ou have a specia
relationship with the federal government that we have to
honor.

And, you know, | am personally committed to engaging
on this project. That'swhy I'm heretoday. And | will
be back again in the future. 1'm able to come up to
Alaska roughly once a quarter to do these kinds of
meetings in communities and with the various governments.
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look at. You can write it down on one of the comment
cards. You can send us an email. All of that gets
compiled together, and we, after the comment period
closes, prepare what's called a scoping report.

MS. IDA ANGASAN: Thank you.

MR. GLEN SOLOMON: | have one more, too,
to add onto that isinfrastructure because, you know, we
have all these -- our old artifacts and everything that
are -- that are somewhere else, and we would love to have
amuseum here so we could bring al our artifacts here.
And you know, that would make ajob for somebody to take
care of the museum and also somebody there to tell them
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our tradition, our knowledge of the past and everything
like that, how Kaktovik became Kaktovik. | thought I'd
put that out to you.

Thanks.

MR. MATTHEW REXFORD: Hello. My nameis
Matthew Rexford, and I'm the president of Kaktovik Inupiag
Corporation. 1'd liketo first of al thank you folks for
coming to Kaktovik to hear what the people here have to
say. Thereisalot of good input that was shared today.
And | just wanted to reiterate also that I'm lifelong
resident of Kaktovik. All the gravel roads you see, the
runway, the lights, the power, the electricity, the
running water, this school, our clinic, public safety
officers, the buildings, North Slope Borough, all of this
is the benefits of development in our region on the North
Slope. And we see those benefits and live with those.

And | like what has been brought up previoudly, that
the Bureau of Land Management should read In This Place.
It'saCity of Kaktovik document that they worked onin
the '90s all about the coastal plain of the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge and history on what the people
and leadersin those days have produced and recorded.

It's a guide for those who would work in the country of
the Kaktovikmiut. Kaktovikmiut are the people, the
traditional people, the tribal people who have lived here
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Once the polar bears was listed as a threatened species.
That mandated the United States government to
scientifically study the polar bear. And that scientific
study was highly invasive. They used a helicopter to dive
bomb every single polar bear in the state of Alaskathat
they encountered on that study. Dart gunned them, every
single one. Tranquilized them, did not assure that the
bear was not -- no longer had the tranquilizing effects
before they left them. So yes, the people should have a
say in how the research is conducted.

And | would recommend to the Fish & Wildlife Service
to enter into a comanagement arrangement with the
community of Kaktovik for that very reason.

There should be a thorough review of closed and
pending Native allotments, especially those closed with
the withdrawal of the military Public Land Order 82 from
Barter Island.

The community needs to be provided access, especially
all-terrain vehicle, in the summer and fall months across
land on the coastal plain and into the wilderness areas of
the refuge for hunting, fishing, camping and subsistence
use sites. Support should be provided to the community,
especially the Native Village of Kaktovik, to assist in
their capacity to effectively participate in this process
and to provide atribal impact liaison.
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and have always lived here.

And | would also say that you should include
recommendations that those who would participate in any
lease sale for the coastal plain, that they review those
documents, as well, because that's what pretty much --
essentially what those documents are for, for those who
would like to work in the country of Kaktovikmiut, any
organization, any business.

And to ensure that the Kaktovikmiut are an integral
part of this process, their voices should be heard, as you
heard them, above those who do not live on or near the
coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.

And | like the idea of avillage health assessment.

And that should be a part of this process, aswell, to
provide a baseline measure of the health of the community
and to assure that we are not negatively impacted.

And | would like to say that BLM should ensure that
any adverse effects to the wildlife and subsistence
resources are thoroughly studied and protected.

Indigenous knowledge from the community members should be
incorporated into any environmental and/or wildlife

studies conducted in the coastal plain, and the

Kaktovikmiut should be consulted on how these studies are
conducted.

We see some scientific studies with poor planning.
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Impact aid has not been addressed. It was brought
up, and Kaktovik needs to know that they will receive
assistance for their community.

The community desiresto have accessto natural gas,
for reasons previoudly stated. And the -- another issue
istheroads. That isanother tough issue that our
community has spoken on and about. And | see the benefits
of having aroad to Kaktovik, along with a bridge,
perhaps.

During the polar bear tour seasons, folks can be --
won't have an available flight for some -- some folks
longer than three weeks before they could come back into
the community, and they left for medical purposes. And
that's a hardship on our people. It'salife, health and
safety concern and issue.

Thank you for being here. Thanks.

MR. ROLAND WARRIOR: Way to speak strong,
Matthew.

MR. CHARLESLAMPE: How much more weight
is given to the voice of the people who are actually from
Kaktovik and live in Kaktovik? How much more of an effect
or how much -- is our voice more heard, or rather than
listening to environmental groups or people that don't
live here, how much more do you value our opinions, or is
there more of avalue of our opinionsin your ears and
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eyes? And what you will bring back to Washington and to
the people that you guys answer to and work for? How much
will our words really matter to you iswhat | want to
know.

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER: They work
for the government.

MR. CHARLESLAMPE: I'm not speaking to
you. | was speaking to them.

MS. IDA ANGASAN: We want to hear what
they haveto say.

MR. JOE BALASH: So everything about this
is going to be reviewed and probably challenged in the
courts. And so | will tell you that we have to consider
the input and comments of everybody who commentsin this
process.

MR. CHARLESLAMPE: | understand that.

MR. JOE BALASH: But, you know, the Deputy
Secretary and myself came here in February to let the
community know that this process was going to begin, that
we were going to be coming back for scoping. And the
reason we did that is because we know the impacts that are
going to be felt and the consequences of this program are
going to be felt most directly by the people who live here
and nearby. So we are paying very close attention to what
the people here have to say. And we want to take every
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clean the gas and the oil from the icebergs out there?
Has anybody ever in their life has oil companies gone out
to the ocean and cleaned icebergs? Anyone?

My dad and my uncles, my cousins, they built that DEW
line up there back in the '50s and '60s. Y ou know who
your dad is. You guys know who your parents are, your
grandparents. They built that DEW line. They built their
own houses out of scraps, plywood scraps that they found
in the dump that the DEW line people dumped into the end
of the old runway down there. It's full of scraps, metal
and iron. And everythingisrusted. And that'sstill a

-- what do you call that? Help. It'sa--

MR. CHARLESLAMPE: Environmental
hazard.

MS. IDA ANGASAN: It'san environmental --

itsahazard. Itis. How would you liketo live with

metal and with al that stuff down there? But that's how
they built their own places. We would wake up in the
morning to go to school. It wascold. Hasany of you

ever wake up to a cold house to go to school? Have you
walked to the school in the winter in the blizzards and
anything in your life? That's the way we lived. And then
my dad says we chopped wood. We pack water. Y ou see that
water lake we have? Welived down there. We used to --
they used to pack water from there to our houses, you
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bit of that into account as we develop this document and
this program.

So of course we are going to have to weigh the
comments of everybody, but -- but when it comesto
identifying those things that matter most that are
specific to the locations here and the outlying areas, you
know, it's your knowledge that is -- is going to instruct
us the best. That's probably the safest way for me to say
that.

MR. CHARLESLAMPE: Okay.

MS. IDA ANGASAN: Thank you. I'm going to
stand up again. My nameisldaAngasan. I'mwith NVK.
My father, my dad is I saac Kupaak Akootchook. He retired
fromthe DEW line, ITT. And he's 96 years old, alert and
well and everything. He doesn't go much of anywhere
except to KIC and ASRC meetings, you know. Those are his
biggest events, you know, and | think that's very -- he
likes that.

And I've known my dad to say changeis coming.
Change is happening. When we don't like the change, we
have to think about it, think of our mind and what we
think about it and how are we going to processit. And he
says oil companies have improved. Oil can be drilled
onshore. He emphasized onshore, but not offshore. How
are you going to clean the icebergs? How are you going to
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know. They had to scrape for five-gallon buckets and
stuff like that, make their own yokes with whatever string
or rope you can find, you know, and make a yoke.

They built their own houses. They built their own
beds. They built everything of their own. Our parents
never went to school. My parentsdidn't. But they
learned to live with the change.

And when they -- when the DEW line dumped things into
the dump down there, our parents would go down there and
see -- find and see what -- if they could find something
that is useful to us, maybe a bowl or maybe plates or
maybe silverware or fork that was thrown away by the DEW
line people up there. To thisday, | can say this: My
dad -- my mom and dad found a big set of soup bowls, but
they are thin ones. We call them soup bowls. They are
like plates, but they have these little things on them,
and they are glass. They don't shatter like today's
glass. Those were made long ago, and they -- my dad -- my
dad still hasthose. Those are from the dump that was --
that they went and got, you know, so --

Today what do we do? My dad says -- he says, come
over here. So | go with him to the kitchen sink, and he
says, look. He turns the faucet, and it comes on;
whereas, before we have to pack water from up there so we
could wash dishes with, wash our bodies with, wash our
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houses with and everything else. Y ou know, we used --
sparing water.

And I'm going to say this. Even though thereisa
tub of water for there, we started with the babies first
and then went one, two, three, four, five -- there were
six of us, and we al used the same water so we could
bathe once aweek. Once aweek. What did they use for
diapers? Scraping the diapers with whatever we had. And
it's-- and that's how we used it.

And my dad says, go to the bathroom. What does he
do? Hesaid, look. Pressabutton. What doesit do?

All the -- you just flow it -- you know, the water picks

it up, and it goes onto the sewer water. That isthe

easiest thing he said he's ever donein hislife.

Whereas, before you get these honey buckets, buckets that
you use, you put the plastic in there and you had to go to
the -- make that 52-gallon drum and open it up and put the
waste -- the human waste in there. So -- anyways --

And our clothing. The women used the needle and
thread. Many of the women, and even men, you know, how
did they make our clothes? They -- they would sew fur and
calico and stuff, and order -- long ago they found
calfskin. They used that to make designs for their --
to -- maybe the designs for their clothing, and then they
used caribou. They would sew the caribous together so you
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the meeting.

MS. NICOLE HAYES: So | think we have
until 9:00 p.m., so we probably have another half an hour
if people want to come up and share anything they haven't
shared yet.

MR. ROLAND WARRIOR: Who are you
coordinating with here to notify the community of the
meeting? Who are you talking to to tell them that you are
coming for the meeting?

MS. NICOLE HAYES: So we have been -- we
sent out mailings to everyone we could find a P.O. box to.
We sent fliers out and notified online. We have had press
releases. |'ve contacted KIC and NVK and the city
council. | actually originally coordinated the meeting
with the city council and the community hall, but when
this got reschedul ed because of the death in the
community, | think there is a council meeting tonight at
7:00, which is why we scheduled the meeting earlier to try
not to conflict with that.

So if there are other ways we should be reaching out
to the community, please passit on and we will make sure
to do that next time.

MR. CHARLESLAMPE: See, alot of us
didn't receive the notification of the meeting or the
place or time.

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP

NNNNNNRERRRRR R B B
O RWNRPROOO®NO®UMWNLEO

Page 95

could have the clothing for your body and you stay warm.
The fur, the wolverine and the fur and the wolf and any
kind of fur you have, like this, you know, you put the
hood over you, it keeps you warm from the blizzards and
thewind. Soit's-- everything is sewn by hand.

How many children do you have? Six. Six children to
sew for. Everything is sewed by hand by the women. Long
ago they used candle lights with seal ail, and the women
are sewing inside theigloo. Meansthe ice -- you know,
the snow, igloo.

Thank you. I'm not finishing it. | just have to say
that.

MR. CHARLESLAMPE: | heard him say almost
at every KIC meeting that he's had to live, learn, adapt,
but make sure that he takes care of his family and
community all thetime. And progressis aways moving
forward and never going back. And in the past was hard.
They were hard people. And the things that they have gone
through, the way of life that they lived isjust almost
unimaginable. Now just think of how easy we haveit.

And they still installed our core values of family,
land, animalss, taking care of each other, taking care of
the land and making sure that our family and the land is
always taken care of. And you know, I'm truly grateful
for that. So -- I'm looking forward to seeing Isaac at
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MS. NICOLE HAYES: You didn't get card
mailings?

MR. CHARLESLAMPE: No.

MS. NICOLE HAYES: Did anybody get card
mailings?

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER: wehavent
had mail for two weeks.

MR. CHARLESLAMPE: That's a problem with
having only one airline coming in. They carry what they
want to carry, evenif itis U.S. mail.

MS. NICOLE HAYES: They probably wouldn't
have had the updated date on it. That's good to know.

MR. JOE BALASH: Isthere away to let the
community know that people see or hear? Isthere aradio
program or --

MR.CHARLESLAMPE: KBRW youcancal. A
lot of peoplelistentoit. There'savillageliaison
that can get ahold of people either at the Native village
office or the Kaktovik Inupiag Corporation office. You
can call the city and have somebody put out fliers. Just
word of mouth. That's how alot of people probably found
out. Facebook.

MR. JOE BALASH: Isthere acommunity
Facebook page?

MR.CHARLESLAMPE: Yeah. Thereisa
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Kaktovik announcement page.

MS. NICOLE HAYES: That's good to know.

BLM has a Facebook page, too, or however that works.
MR. CHARLESLAMPE: Send afriend request to
Kaktovik announcements.

MS. NICOLE HAYES: Okay.

MR. CHARLESLAMPE: Likel said, alater
time for the meetings so everybody who has something to
say will be present and available for the meeting. Having
it at 3:00 in the afternoon -- haveit later. Likealot
of people get off work at 5:00 and they want to go home
and eat. We came here at 4:00, so alot of us have been
here the whole time and haven't gone hometo eat. Solike
6:00, 6:30 you know, that would be -- that would be a
little bit better.

MR. JOE BALASH: Okay.

MR. CHARLESLAMPE: But again, | want to
say thank you for coming and listening to the concerns of
people from Kaktovik. Thank you.

MR. JOE BALASH: If it might be easier, we
can maybe all stand up and mingle outside and you can ask
us questions individually, if you like. Y ou know, we have
got Fish & Wildlife Service, two people from the Fish &
Wildlife Service, at least two people from BLM, myself
from the headquartersin Washington. Our contractors are
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MR. DENNISSTACEY: Right. Okay.

MS. ADRIENNE TITUS: | have a question.
Does that 2,000 acres also include the infrastructure
that's going to be built, the roads to and from the pads
that are going to be constructed, as well?

MR. JOE BALASH: So the statutory language
refers to the pads and pipelines. So yes, those will --
those will count. The -- the statute, though, the
language is not exhaustive. And so, you know, that's
something that we will have to look at very closely and
make sure that, you know, we are counting things
appropriately along the way. And that's something we are
going to have to speak to in the EIS is how we will count
acreage and how alessee would be able to get approval for
their surface disturbance. That's something that is going
to have to be contemplated up front so that |essees know
what it isthey are buying when they buy alease.

MR. CHARLESLAMPE: The 2,000 acres, is
that the final cap on how much will actually be leased
out, or will it be -- or does it have the possibility of
expanding in the future?

MR. JOE BALASH: So the 2,000 acres
doesn't limit how much gets leased. It limits how much
surface disturbance there can be.

MR. CHARLESLAMPE: That'safina cap
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all here. We have the Commissioner of Fish & Game, the
Deputy Commissioner of DNR and the Lieutenant Governor
from the state. They are cooperators on this, and we are
relying on their expertise to help inform some of our
analysis of decisionmaking. So you know, thereis--
thereisalot of people here who you can talk to, and

maybe that would be alittle easier if -- if you just want
tojust talk. Mingle, yeah.

MR. DENNISSTACEY: | have aquestion,
Joe. How many acres are in ANWR itself in the refuge?

MR. JOE BALASH: Asawhole, | think it's
19--

MR. GREG SIEKANIEC: 19.3 million,
thereabouts.

MR. DENNIS STACEY: 19.3 million acres?

MR. GREG SIEKANIEC: Isthat right,
Joanna?

MS. JOANNA FOX: That'sright.

MR. DENNIS STACEY: Sowearetaking
about developing 2,000 acres?

MR. JOE BALASH: Wéll, theleasing that's
authorized is within the 1002 area, which is 1.6 million,
and then the -- so that's counting all of the subsurface
acreage. And the law limits our surface disturbance to no
more than 2,000 acres.
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or --

MR. JOE BALASH: That'sacap that will be
in place. The agencies can't change that cap. Congress
can.

MR. CHARLESLAMPE: Okay.

MR. JOE BALASH: But if you are waiting
for Congress to do something, you might want to prepare
for along wait.

MR. CHARLESLAMPE: Yeah. We have waited.

MR. GLEN SOLOMON: WhoistheFish &
Wildlife commissioner? Thisguy right over here?

MR. JOE BALASH: So the State Commissioner
isover here.

MR. GLEN SOLOMON: You arethe State
Commissioner, huh? So you know Beth and Jason? They work
out of Fairbanks. Beth Lenart, she works for the area of
fish and wildlife biologists, Alaska Department of Fish &
Game. But anyway, she wrote methisletter. It was last
year. It'sabout the 50 radio-collared caribou that they
were working on on the Porcupine herd, and they were
saying there were some that was with the Central herd, but
most of them were still with the Porcupine herd. And the
studies that they were doing, they were flying below 500
feet, diverting the caribou more inland and calving
amongst the hills and a so close towards -- close towards

Midnight Sun Court Reporters

(25) Pages 98 - 101





Coastal Plain Oil and Gas L easing Program EIS
Scoping M eeting - Kaktovik

June 12, 2018

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP

NNNNNNRERRERRRER R B B
ORWNREPROOO®O®NOOUMWNLEO

Page 102

the mountains. And she gave me al of the information and
everything. And so hereis her letter:

Working out of Kaktovik right now to collect dataon
where the Porcupine herd is calving and what portion of
adult cows are giving birth. This data was been collected
on this herd since the late 1880s and is important for the
international management of this herd. | have attached a
memo that has all this calving data since 1987 along with
population size estimates. Over the same time period this
year and next, we will be collecting more detailed
information on calving and movement that we hope will
allow usto estimate pregnancy rates and calving
distributions using only the movement data provided by the
GPS collars on the cows.

So | was going to ask, so has it been successful on
this situation on where they are migrating, where are they
calving at?

COMMISSIONER SAM COTTEN: Well, yes. Is
sounds like you a so have some advice for us on how to
maybe not do things as far as diverting animals. But yes,
we have got some ongoing work to determine where the
calving takes place. It's -- this year we -- we have
assumed that the peak calving period was probably June
6th, alittle later than normal, around June 2. We were
trying -- | wasjust looking at some maps out here. The
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remember hearing the last two or three years.

COMMISSIONER SAM COTTEN: | can share that
with everybody here. If you want to check with me, I'll
figure out how to email it to you immediately.

MR. GLEN SOLOMON: Thank you.

MR. JOE BALASH: Why don't we go ahead and
sort of end the formal part and the recording of the
meeting here, and we can continue to mingle and visit a
little bit before we have to exit the building. But | do
want to -- sir.

MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: What I'd like to
know is-- my concern is about who are these people that
come up with this bright idea of burying PCBs on our
beaches? Our DEW lineiswashing out. Thisislandis
washing out. And we got God knows how many tons of PCBs
buried about 10, 20 feet above sealevel and about 100
feet from the beach. And it's getting -- it's washing out
pretty quick. Who are these guys that come up with this
bright idea of burying the PCBs in the worst place
possible? MS. NICOLE HAYES: Do you havea
contact with the Air Force? Have you --

MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: No.

MS. NICOLE HAYES: Because they should
have aproject -- | mean, | can talk to you on break and |
could get contact information for the people that should
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calving area was probably between the Kavik River and
Y ukon Territory. Thereis another system over there. So
there isabroad range, a broad area where the calving
took place.
The four-year-old cows were exceeding their normal
rate as far as delivering calves. The three-year-olds,
you don't get as many of those, so the data was not as
good as with the four-year-olds, but that was alittle
lower than normal. But overall, calving success was good
thisyear. And | think somebody else had mentioned
earlier that the population of the herd is up probably --
certainly in excess of 200,000 animals. So I'd be glad to
share all that data with you and, again, take to heart
your advice about how to advise our people to maybe
consider some different practices asfar asflying low and
perhaps diverting the animals. So appreciate that.
And if you would like more information, we certainly

have it.

MR. GLEN SOLOMON: Awesome. Thank you.
They have my email address, so you can e-mail it to me if
you want.

COMMISSIONER SAM COTTEN: I'll seeyou at
the break and figure out how to do that.

MR. ROLAND WARRIOR: I'd like to hear what
you find out from that. That's conflicting from what |
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be responsible.

MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:: Because | worked
for a shipping company in Canada for about ten years, and
we have hauled -- | can't remember how many DEW line sites
we hauled out from Canada. But we took all their garbage
out. Why isit different here and they bury their PCBs
here? And that's my biggest concern. PCBs are pretty
serious.

Thanks.

MR. JOE BALASH: | just wanted to say
thank you again and look forward to continuing to meet and
talk not only tonight, but later on in the year we will be
back again.

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER: andonemore
thing for you hunters or people who go out. There's maps
out there if you want to designate the places you hunt,
duck hunt or anything, please make sure you note your
trails routes on the map.

(Proceedings adjourned at 8:12 p.m.)
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P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS

MS. KAREN MOURI TSEN: Hell o, everyone. W
are going to get started. Thank you so nmuch for comng to
this neeting about the oil and gas | easing programfor the
coastal plain. And today we want to hear fromyou all.

We want to hear your comments about this project. W are
in the scoping portion of the project, which neans we want
to hear your comrents. So first if we could -- 1'd |ike
to have an invocation. And lIda is going to do an
I nvocation for us.

(I'nvocation offered by |Ida Angasan.)

MS. KAREN MOURI TSEN: Thank you, lda. So
| want to introduce people first. |'m Karen Muritsen
wth BLM and | net a |lot of you when | cane here in
February. Joe Balash is our Assistant Secretary. And he
was here in February, also. Geg Siekaniec fromthe Fish
& Wldlife Service, Regional Director. Joanna Fox, Fish &
Wldlife Service. N cole Hayes is with the BLM She's
our project manager. In just a mnute she's going to run
t hrough a short presentation before we take comments from
you all. Chad Ricklefs is helping us. Any Lewis --

MR. CHAD RI CKLEFS: She will be back.

M5. KAREN MOURI TSEN: She will be back.
And Paul is here assisting. And let's see. Mary Vavrik

I's our court reporter, and Mary is going to record all the
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comments you are saying. She would |ike you to say your
nane first. And we don't have a m crophone, so would you
| i ke people to kind of cone -- conme up here and speak so
t hat she can hear you clearly and get your nane and get
everyt hi ng down that you are saying.
Let's see. Do we have anyone el se to introduce?
Li eut enant Governor here and M. Cotten, our --
COW SSI ONER SAM COTTEN:  Conm ssi oner of
Fish & Gane.
MS5. KAREN MOURI TSEN: Commi ssi oner of Fish

MR MARK WGE N And Mark Wggin, Deputy
Comm ssi oner, DNR

MS. KAREN MOURI TSEN. Ckay. (Good.
Wl cone.

So Joe, would you like to say a few words before

Ni col e does the presentation?

MR. JOE BALASH. So ny nane is Joe Bal ash
I work now as the Assistant Secretary for Land and
M neral s Managenent in Washington, D.C. at the Departnent
of the Interior, but before | had that job, I lived up
here in Al aska for 30 years. One of the jobs that | had
up here was as the Conm ssioner for the Departnent of
Nat ural Resources, so | have spent a |lot of tine working

on natural resource issues, planning docunents, |ease
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sal es, those sorts of things.

And the purpose for tonight's neeting is to talk
about the | easing program for the coastal plain, and
that's going to be done in the context of an EIS. And
that's where we stand now. N cole is going to wal k
t hrough sone of the big inportant pieces of that EI'S and
what that planning docunent and process is going to | ook
i ke.

But, you know, one thing that I'm sure you are al
quite famliar with is a lot of the controversy, a |ot of
t he enotion that surrounds this issue has been buil ding
for many, many years. But you know, Congress has given us
at BLMa job to do, which is to hold a | ease sale. And so
what we are trying to do is gather information fromthe
communities that are nost affected.

Wien we kicked off this process, we had originally
schedul ed Kaktovik for the first neeting because Kaktovik
Is the community that is nost directly inpacted, cl osest
to the activity that nay happen, and we wanted to |isten
closely to the community here. Due to a death in the
communi ty, however, we reschedul ed to tonight.

And on Friday we are going to have another neeting in
Washi ngton, D.C. It will be the final scoping neeting.
And there are a | ot of voices out there across the country

and around the world that have an opinion about this. And
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it's our job to listen to everything that everybody says.
But I want you to know that we are here to |listen nost
closely to what you have to say because you are cl osest
and nost directly inpacted.

W& have spent tinme in Arctic Village and Venetie, as
wel |l . They have concerns that we will be taking into
account. But considering proximty and the actual
| ocati on of your community, it's going to be critical that
we understand the kind of things that matter nost to the
times of year that you hunt, that you go into the refuge
and conduct ot her subsistence activities so that as we put
together the conditions, the stipulations on | eases, that
we are planning for and accommpdati ng the things that
matter nost to the residents here in Kaktovik.

And so hopefully this is just going to be one of nany
conversations we have along the way. This is just the
scoping stage. There will be a draft EIS prepared. W
w il conme back to engage further with the community as
there is nore substance to talk about. And |I hope all of
you feel very confortable telling us exactly what you
t hi nk about this and what you think we need to be
concerned about and watching out for.

So thank you for hosting us here in Kaktovik.

M5. NI COLE HAYES: Thanks, Joe. So as he

said, |'"'mN cole Hayes. |I'mthe project manager for the
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coastal plain oil and gas leasing programElS. |'mvery
sorry we are late. W got a little delayed with the
pl ane. So | appreciate your patience.

"' mgoing to go through the presentation fairly
qui ckly because the whol e purpose of being here is for you
to cone up and, |ike Joe said, share your comments about
the oil and gas leasing program So | will tal k about
what that process is and why we are here, what the
requi renments are of both the Bureau of Land Managenent and
Fish & Wldlife Service.

"Il discuss what the NEPA process is. NEPA is the
Nat i onal Environnental Policy Act. 1'll wal k through that
because the Environnental |npact Statenent we are doing is
t he NEPA process. 1|'Ill talk about subsistence and AN LCA
Section 810 because here in Alaska that's a critical
conponent of the evaluations that we do when we go through
t he NEPA process.

And nost inportantly, I'mgoing to talk about how to
participate. Again, we want to hear fromyou. There is
many ways for you to provide input, and com ng up and
havi ng an opportunity to speak and have it recorded by
Mary is a great opportunity to share your thoughts,
concerns and recommendati ons.

So on Decenber 22, 2017, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of

2017 was enacted. Wth this, the Secretary of the
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Interior, acting through the Bureau of Land Managenent,
was given the responsibility to inplenent an oil and gas
| easing programw thin the 1002 area identified here --
it's called the coastal plain -- within the Tax Act to
i npl enent this oil and gas | easing programwithin the 1.6
mllion acres of the 19.3 mllion-acre Arctic National
Wl dlife Refuge.

Part of the requirenents of the Tax Act is that a
| ease sale be held within the first four years of
enact nent of the Act, and then a subsequent | ease sal e be
held within seven years. Each of the | ease sales that are
required to be held are to contain 400,000 acres of the
areas wth the highest potential for hydrocarbons. So oil
and gas potential. Those are sone of the main
requi rements of the Tax Act.

There are sone ot her provisions which require that
t he departnment allow for up to 2,000 acres of surface
devel opnent. What we are anal yzing and what we are

evaluating in our EISis for a | ease sale and any

additional activity -- and I'll touch on it alittle bit
later -- would require a separate process, a separate NEPA
anal ysi s.

So agency responsibilities for adm nistering the
coastal plain oil and gas |easing program the Bureau of

Land Managenent admi nisters all federal m neral estate,
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i ncluding the oil and gas under the Arctic National
Wldlife Refuge. W are responsible for devel oping a

| easi ng program we conduct | ease sal es, and we approve at
a | ater date, again which requires a separate NEPA

anal ysis, applications for a permt to drill, potentially.

The Fish & Wldlife Service is responsible for
managi ng and adm ni stering the surface of the Arctic
National WIldlife Refuge, and they are a cooperating
agency. W are working closely with them because
obvi ously they know the resource, and we need t hat
information to help informus and hel p nake good deci si ons
when we are devel oping this Environmental | npact
St at enent .

This slide shows the BLMoil and gas | easi ng and
devel opnent process. You will note that the star and the
hi ghlight is for that first bullet, which is the | easing,
the EIS sales and | ease issuance. That is what we are
going to be analyzing in our Environnental | npact
St at enent .

The ot her steps, the geophysical, exploration,
applications for a permt to drill, operations and
production, inspection and enforcenent, and reclanmation
w || be discussed because we have to have a reasonably
f oreseeabl e devel opnent scenario to anal yze in our

envi ronnental docunment. However, the only thing that
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woul d be authorized as a result of the EISis a | ease
sale. So that first phase is what we are focused on. |If
there are applications in the future for these other
steps, then it would require a separate process, which may
be simlar to what we are doing right now. Yeah. Any
on-t he-ground di sturbance, any activities that would
result in sone sort of devel opnent would require a
separ at e NEPA anal ysi s.

So you wll hear ne say NEPA a | ot because the
Nat i onal Environnental Policy Act is really long to say,
but that is what requires us to evaluate inpacts to
resources and | ook at ways to offset or avoid, mnimze
t hose inpacts in our anal ysis.

So what initiated this process was the enactnent of
t he Tax Act on Decenber 22nd. W officially kicked it off
with the Notice of Intent that was published on Apri
20th. The Notice of Intent says that BLMintends to
devel op an Environnmental |npact Statenent for the oil and
gas |l easing program The scoping period is for 60 days.
This is areally critical part of the process because this
is when we are gathering i nput fromall stakehol ders.

So the scoping period currently closes on June 19th.
So today we are again interested in hearing your comments.
After the scoping period closes, we devel op the scoping

report, and in that scoping report are all the issues that
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were identified through the scoping process. So the
concerns that we need to analyze in the Environnental

| npact Statenent are what's di scussed in the scoping
report. And that's what we focus on in the EI'S, the areas
to avoid, the conditions that we should be considering,

all the high priority resource areas. Those types of
things are the things that we are gathering through this
scopi ng process.

After we have that scoping report and we know the
I nportant topics that we need to anal yze, we wi |l devel op
the draft EI'S, the Draft Environnental | npact Statenent.
After that, that's another really inportant part of the
process because we take that draft EIS and we put it out
to the public for corment. W also do public comment
nmeetings to go over what's in the draft EI'S and take
comments and receive input fromthe public again.

Based off of that public input, we revise that draft
ElIS, and then we publish a final one. And after the
publication of a final EIS, we wite a Record of Decision
and then would hold a | ease sale.

As | nmentioned, a really critical part of our
analysis that's separate from NEPA, but we do it
concurrently, is evaluation under Section 810 of AN LCA
ANI LCA i s conducted concurrently, and it requires federal

agencies to consider inpacts of our actions which would be
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t he | ease sal e and eval uati on of subsistence uses. So at
the draft EI'S phase, we do an initial 810 eval uati on and
finding, which is attached to the draft EIS. |If the
finding in that initial 810 analysis is may significantly
restrict subsistence uses, subsistence hearings are held.

As | nentioned, we have public comrent neetings on
the draft EIS. W would wap that up, so it nay be the
sane day one neeting after the next, but then we would
hol d a separate subsi stence hearing to get inpacts on
t hose inpacts identified in that initial subsistence
fi ndi ng.

Once we receive all of that input, again we nmake any
edits or changes to that final determ nation, nmake up --
or to that initial determ nation, we make a final
determ nation, and that is appended to the final EIS.
Again, a very critical part.

So BLM has been given the responsibility to inplenment
the requirenents of the Tax Act. The requirenents require
that we hold | ease sales within this coastal plain area.
So the things that we really want to know are: \Wat are
t he areas that we should avoid? Wat are the areas in
whi ch we should have timng restrictions on to hold a
| essee to not be able to do anything during that tine of
year? What are the really inportant resources? Do you

have recomended stipulations? Al of that type of
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information is really inportant for our decisionnmaki ng and
will help formthe devel opnent of the alternatives. Al so,
| ease tract size, where to offer -- where to offer | eases
for sale. Those are really inportant. So if you have
t hose specific types of comments, we are very interested
i n hearing them

Cooperati ng agencies, to date we have seven of them
We have other invitations that have been sent out, and we
just haven't received acceptance letters. But what
cooperating agencies are, they are agencies that have
speci al i zed expertise or jurisdiction by |aw for specific
resources, and they hel p develop and informthe
Environmental | npact Statenment. So they bring their
expertise to the table and hel p ensure that the accurate
and nost -- best available information is in there. To
date we have Fish & Wldlife Service, of course.

MR. ROLAND WARRI OR:  Are we not
cooperating? Kaktovik is not listed there.

M5. NI COLE HAYES: W have sent an
invitation. W haven't received a response back. So we
are having a governnent-to-governnent consultation neeting
with Native Village of Kaktovik tonorrow, and that is
sonet hing that we could definitely discuss.

MR, GLEN SOLOMON:  So | went over to one

of your testinonies |like in Fairbanks and Anchorage, and
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all of thisis newto nme right here. All the pictures
that | took of your guys' schedul e and everything, and you
guys don't have Fish & Wldlife in there. So you guys

j ust added these ones in there?

M5. NICOLE HAYES. So Fish & Wldlife
Service was actually our first cooperating agency that we
had. The ones that have been added were the Native
Village of Venetie Tribal CGovernnent, the Venetie Vill age
Council and Arctic Village Council and the U. S.

Envi ronnment al Protection Agency, | think are new
acceptances. The State of Al aska was probably a coupl e of
weeks ago. So we have been updating the slides as we get
responses back, trying to nmake sure we are sharing the
nost current information. | expect that this |ist may
expand, but as of today this is who has accepted or asked
to be a cooperating agency. So --

MR. GLEN SOLOMON: Because the | ast BLM
hearings that | went to, you guys didn't have Fish &
Wldlife with you guys.

M5. NI COLE HAYES: W didn't have Fish &
WIldlife Service with us?

MR. GLEN SOLOMON: The one in Fairbanks
and Anchorage, | think.

MS. NI COLE HAYES:. Yep. W have had them

They have been with us. W are relying heavily on Fish &

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

16

Wldlife Service, so they are comng with us.

So this is the tentative schedule that we have. As |
nmenti oned, the Notice of Intent kicked off the
Envi ronnent al | npact Statenent process. It started Apri
20th, and it goes through June 19th. So please, if you
want to provide witten comments, please provide it by
t hat date.

Over the summer we are going to be devel opi ng
alternatives, evaluating environnental consequences, and
this fall publishing a Draft Environnental | npact
Statenent. Again, this is also another opportunity for
public comment of everyone, of all interested
st akehol ders. And then we would revise that in the
wnter/fall or the wwnter tine frame and then publish a
final EIS in the spring, signing a Record of Decision in
the spring or sumrer of next year.

| should al so nention throughout the process, we are
conducti ng governnent -t o-governnent consultations wth
t hose tribes and ANCSA corporations that are nost directly
affected by this project. The governnent-to-gover nnent
consultations, they go on throughout the process. And a
tribe or the council of a tribe can request consultation
or provide input at any tinme. So we do have two main
periods in which we are gathering comments for the public.

There are ot her opportunities specifically for
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gover nnent -t o-governnment rel ationships in which to provide
I nput into the process.

MR. ROLAND WARRI OR: If we wanted to
request a lesser air traffic tine when the herds are
m grating through, we do that through our |ocal tribal
entity to coordinate higher up?

MS. NI COLE HAYES: You can do that. You
can wite it in a scoping comment. You can -- you can do
it multiple ways but, yes, | nean, that is definitely one
way, but providing it in a scoping conment is a great way,
al so.

W have -- as Joe nentioned, seven scoping neetings
schedul ed, and this is the sixth of seven. W wll be in
Washi ngton, D.C. on Friday to conduct a scoping neeting,
and that will conclude the scoping neetings, with the
scopi ng period wappi ng up June 19th.

There are many ways to submt comments. Today com ng
up and getting your voice heard on the record, regardl ess
of what your thoughts, issues, concerns are, is a really
great way to provide input. Mary is going to get every
word you say down on the record, and that will be part of

t he scoping report.

Another way is to go to this link. It's in the
handout. |If you didn't grab a handout -- and submt
comments directly online. You can enail it to that enai
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address up there or mail it to the mailing address right
here. And again, comments are accepted through June 19t h.

So this is the end of ny presentation. It's really
short because we want to hear fromyou. So | hope people
want to come up and conment.

So the floor is open. It's really informal. W just
ask that if you want to cone up and share coments,
concerns, issues, that you just cone up to the front so
Mary can make sure to get everything you say on the
recor d.

MR. ROLAND WARRI OR: Your Environnent al
| npact Statenent, when is that research information
gat her ed?

M5. NI COLE HAYES: So the Environnent al
| npact Statenent is based off of the best avail abl e
I nf or mati on.

MR. ROLAND WARRI OR  Right, the best
avai lable. Is that fromthe '80s? |Is that fromthe ' 90s,
2000s?

MS. NICOLE HAYES: | guess it wll depend
on the resources. So we are just in scoping, and we are
gathering information right now.

Pl ease cone up and --

MR. ROBERT THOWSON: | right now | have a

question. |Is Environnmental |npact Statenent and the
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baseline study, is there going to be another -- there
shoul d be anot her environnental statenent. Wat you had
bef ore was about 30 years ago, and clinmate change has
changed a lot of things. So will there be a totally new
Envi ronment al | npact Statenent or are they going to try to
resurrect the 30-year-old one?

MS. NICOLE HAYES: This is a conpletely
new Environnental | npact Statenent.

MR. ROLAND WARRI OR: W can request and
demand a new Environnental |npact Statenent to be
gat her ed?

MS. NICOLE HAYES. W are creating a new
Envi ronnmental | npact Statenent. But again, we are really
here because we need to know what to analyze. W want to
hear your comments and concerns.

MR. ROLAND WARRIOR' Right. W don't want
outdated research informati on used for these new
operations or devel opnments. W want new research
I nf or mati on.

MS. | DA ANGASAN. |'m going to come up.
Sonebody has to start, so it mght as well be ne.

MS. NI COLE HAYES:. Thank you, |da.

MS. | DA ANGASAN. Don't be scared. | know
you guys will say sonething afterwards. | want you guys
to cone up here and say sonething. |1'mgoing to go with
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I npact A right now. You know, things have been addressed.
They haven't been addressed. And we need to tell them
what we want and what we need at this tine. W are going
to be inpacted with the oil and gas over there, and we --
we need to hear fromyou guys. Don't just stand there and
don't just sit there and not say sonething because if you
don't say anything, I'"'mnot going to listen to you. You
have to cone up here and say sonethi ng.

So what |'mtal king about is our schools. W have a
great school here and everything. Qur roads need -- our
roads need to be fixed. Qur community, we have pothol es
in our island and everything el se that we have here. And
we need housing. W really need housing for our
communities. Al so we need a new search and rescue
buil ding. Qur Native Village offices that we have in that

old Fish & Wldlife building is so old it's falling apart.

It was given to us by Fish & Gane -- thank you very
nmuch -- at one tine. So we need a new Native Village of
Kakt ovi k meeting -- or building.

And there are houses in this place that are noved
fromour -- fromthe old village to up here, and they are
all broken down and whatnot now. And then the houses that
were built | ong ago, they need renovations. And |ots of
people that are elders and those that are living in them

they need to be repaired. | know because ny father |ives
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i n one.

And then what else is there? W need el der care. W

need recreation for all. Qur children need to have better
recreation than what they have. That -- the area that
they have right nowis -- | see part of it is new, but we

need a new place, a new safe place for our children to
have their recreational areas outside when they are out
there. And we need a new playground. So we could have a
new pl ayground with a baseball field or the playground
with all new things and whatnot. W need a new church
buil ding. | know that.

And then we need to have three- and four-bedroom
houses, not just the little tiny box that we have down
there that are built up there which the wnd could bl ow
away, |'msure, and so -- which is dangerous for famlies
when they have to clinb up the stairs. That's a |ong 13
steps to go up those stairs because | counted them
have been up there before, so --

And what else is there? But we also need to |listen
and hear. But you guys have to listen to us. And we want
to -- and you -- and the village of -- you guys have to
tell themwhat we need. |I'mjust part of it. You guys
are younger than I am so all of you need to say
sonething. So | don't know what el se to say.

So thank you. |If | hear sonmething else -- if I -- |if
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| think of something else, I'lIl say it.

MR. ROLAND WARRI OR° (One comment on top of
yours, lda, | would like to see our old orange
streetlights back. These new streetlights we have are not
good visibility to see pol ar bears wal king through town,
and that's regular. W need our old lights back. | don't

know i f that cones fromthe oil noney, fromthe borough

That's one -- one on top of lda's.
MS. | DA ANGASAN. | forgot one ot her
thing. W need nore airlines. Qur airlines -- and then

when the airlines do get filled up and everything, our
stores are hurting. That -- that inpacts our way of
living in our community because we end up with no mlk, no
cereal, you know. Stuff -- vegetables, fresh vegetabl es.
When you order fresh vegetables, they are so rotten when
they cone in, it's pathetic. So anything el se you guys
want to say? Go for it.

MR. ROLAND WARRI OR: More airlines.

Agr ee.

MS. | DA ANGASAN. And we al so need to get
an i npact on -- alcohol and drugs will be flowing in. W
know that. So if thereis a -- | know the North Sl ope

Bor ough needs help with the police departnent and what not,
but we need help. It wll flowin, the drugs, alcohol.

It's always here. But we need better inprovenents on how
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to keep it out of here.

MR. ROLAND WARRIOR: W would like to see
a termnal at our airport.

MS. | DA ANGASAN: | think I have a big one
where we are tal king about the gas |ine from Point Thonson
to here, but that's not only the biggest one. The biggest
one is we need better information about the rifles and
hunting stuff that the hunters have when they are goi ng
hunting in between -- how far can you hunt fromcertain
areas of the oil and gas place? That needs to be set.

And our clinic needs inprovenents. | know there are sone
areas in it that needs help. Qur fire departnment is new,
just about, but it al so needs hel p.

And the inprovenents in the water plant. Lately our
generators have been going out. | don't knowif it's a
new part of the generation or not or the generator or not,
but it's -- we need many new things. Senior center. And
| don't know.

There is ways to get funding for these, and | know
the oil and gas people wll listen. They can hear us.

And you guys need to say sonething about this. Pl ease.

Thank you.

MR, ROBERT THOWPSON: My nane i s Robert
Thonpson. 1've lived here for nore than 30 years. | have
a concern if this were to happen, where will we be able to
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do our subsistence hunting? W are guaranteed those
rights under ANI LCA. Nobody has told ne so far if we wll
be able to hunt in this proposed oil field. That has got
to be deci ded because that is what we are guaranteed by
anot her | aw.

l'd like to know about what they are going to do with
Veteran's allotnents. Senator Mirkowski has a bill to
allow Veterans that's hurt in Viethnamto get allotnents
wthin this area. 1'd like to know if that's included
with this because this is a newthing after her bill -- it
hasn't been passed yet, but it's pending.

| believe we should have Environnental | npact
Statenent to include human health. |In other places they
haven't did that. Wen they have a m shap and sonet hi ng
happens, the oil conpanies will say, we don't know what --
what those people's health were. They have an increase in
respiratory problens in Nuiqsut. The oil conpanies wll
say, well, they snoke too nany cigarettes. W shouldn't
have to have that happen here. Before this starts they
shoul d determ ne what our health concerns are and a
basel i ne of everybody here. Their health shoul d be
i nventoried so when |l ater on you get a spill or em ssions,
t hey can't cone back and say, well, you snoke too nuch.

There is comunities in this world where peopl e don't

live to be old because of the pollution. There is a place
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I n Canada, they don't have any elders, there is so nuch
pol lution. That coul d happen here. Wat's happened in
Prudhoe, you go into one snall area, they say this is
environnentally good. |It's okay. The next year it's
anot her one. Pretty soon you have 1,000 square mles with
I ndustrial activity.

| don't know that there is a baseline here to
determne air quality, but that is inportant before you
start. Shell G| already got called on that with
em ssions for their drill fleet. So this is very
i nportant. | don't think anybody can argue with it. And
I think the people that are proposing it because they are
Interested in the noney, should support this al so because
we all need to be concerned about health. And if it gets
adversely affected, it's got to be able to -- we can prove
it, not that we are snoking too much.

And 1'd |like to see sone sonmething related to
cunul ative inpacts. There again, we have had these
I ndustrial activities. |'ve seen black snoke cone through
here fromthe Prudhoe Bay area. Nobody is nonitoring
t hese permts. So we have got to be very sure that there
are people to nonitor every permt that's put out. And we
shoul d have people here trained to know that. | nean,
this -- this is going on. W can't just have them doi ng

it their way. That's been going on a | ot.
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Previously there was offshore wells drilled. Nobody
here knew about it. And once we know, then we can do
sonet hi ng, but we definitely have to have sonebody here
know edgeabl e to nonitor what is going on.

Ckay. Another concern | have is that the private
hol di ngs, which are consi derable, the holdings of Arctic
Sl ope Regi onal Corporation are held to the sane standard
as everyone else. They can't be having their own
envi ronnental issues. |It's got to be consistent with the
| arger plan. That's a concern because they mght say it's
private |land, we can do it our way, but they still have to
have -- allow nonitoring and sonme oversight on this
because they are going to be part of this, and the
I ndustrial pollution that could come up there has got to
be consistent with what's acceptable for human heal t h.

|'"d like to see a tineline on this. It seens |ike
this is just noving along to get this done before Trunp
gets out of office so we can approve all of this. | don't
know. It just seens to ne it should be a | onger tineline
for study or coments.

And the fact that the baseline study was done 30
years ago, that should be given serious consideration
because now we don't have any nore nmusk ox. The polar
bear are in peril. There should be concern about these

animals. The pol ar bear, by sone studies, could be
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extinct inny lifetime, and there nay be two nmusk ox |eft.
So these things have got to be addressed. And with
nore than -- every endangered or threatened species shoul d
have a serious review. You have got 19 endangered or
t hreat ened species. Every one has to be addressed, not --
| asked about -- before about the ivory gull. OCh, we wll
have a biol ogi st nake a report on it. That's not
sufficient because they don't know what's causing the
decline. So if there is a decline in sonme of these
ani mal s, they have got to determ ne why and how to address
it to mtigate it.
That's what the Environnental Protection Agency is
about and the Cean Air Act and the Clean Water Act. The
Trunp Adm nistration is trying to do away wth these.

These are what can determine howthis is conpatible with

us. If we do away with all these protections, we don't
have anything. | nean, that's what the goal is, it |ooks
i ke.

So these should be all out in the open. It shouldn't

be do away with that Act so we can have our way. That is
what the oil industry -- they are not honorabl e peopl e.
They are not people. They are just a for-profit
corporation, the sane way with Arctic Sl ope Regi onal
Corporation. They don't represent the people. They

represent a corporation that is in business to nake noney.
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They have joint ventures at this nonment with Chevron,
Texaco and British Petrol eum

So they should not be considered a voice of the
peopl e here in Kaktovi k. They surely have a right to
speak, but it should be very clear who they are speaking
for. | don't want that corporation to speak for ne. [|I'm
not part of it. But they have a tendency to do that. So
that should be very clear in any of these activities who
Is presenting it and for what, because when you' ve got
for-profit corporations, their concerns are different than
alot of the rest of us. They are in the busi ness of
maki ng noney, and sone of these environnental issues just
get in the way.

So that's what | got to say now. And |I've probably
got a little bit nore, but I'll conme back. Thank you.

MR. ROLAND WARRI OR*  Thank you, Robert.
MR EDWARD REXFORD, SR : Okay. M nane

Is Edward Rexford, Sr. |I'mthe president of our tribal
governnent here. Also the |and nmanager for our | ocal
corporation. And I'"'mglad you folks nmade it in after
the -- our funeral, and I'mglad you accommodat ed our
conmuni ty.

Qur concerns, our tribe and our people here have been
put in a hard spot after PLO 82, which was a mlitary

w t hdrawal of the Arctic, and that inpacted our people
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where they had to prove i ndependent use to be eligible for
a Native allotnment. And the date they used for our people
was 1934. Renenber, PLO- 82 was in 1943. So our people
here has been used and exploited not by, you know, our own
governnent. |It's been the Air Force with the three forced
rel ocations with no apology to this day.

Al so nedi cal experinents has been done on our peopl e,
the iodine radiati on experinents. And the other villages
got conpensated for being guinea pigs in that experinent,
but Kaktovik was left out. It seens |ike our comunity is
al ways left out for justice and human rights activities
t hat happen in our area.

Unfortunately, we are here today to try to speak up
for our community and not |let outside folks talk -- talk
about us and how we should be living. |It's been happening
far too long. Qur own governnent has faulted our peopl e,
has abused our peopl e.

So now we finally have perm ssion to nake noney with

our own corporation lands. |Inagine that. They -- after
| and clainms, all the corporations in Al aska. Now,
Kakt ovi k, they left us out because the | and exchange t hey
have. Now we can finally devel op our own corporation | and
and make noney out of our own property. Now that the U S
Is saying we can finally do this, now we have the other

side, the environnentalists, saying we can't do this.
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What's wwong with this picture? Human rights violations.
Cenoci de.

| know | get riled up when this kind of neeting
happens, but a lot of fol ks don't know our history and
what our people have to go through, the sacrifices we had
to make for this country. Now we are finally able to nmake
noney from our own corporation property. | think we have
| ots of stuff that our comunity needs here.

There is a guide that's in this place that the city
did in collaborating with the tribe in the past to have a
say at what happens and what ki nd of devel opment happens
her e.

And a little history. Qur tribe, before |and clains,
we had 23 mllion acres of | and past the Canadi an border
to the Continental Divide up to Prudhoe Bay. After |and
cl ai nr8 happened, what happened? They gave us 92, 000
acres. Less than 000.1 percent. | don't think that's
justice. That's the greatest rip-off our governnent has
done to our people. 23 mllion acres. Al the m nerals,
all the gold in the nountains, all the oil. So they just
gi ve us 92,000 acres.

Are we going to be used as pawns in the future, or
are we going to stand up for our people? That's what it's
comng to. W are put in a hard spot. CQur tribe, our

corporation, our city, we all have to work together to
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hel p our peopl e.

And access to our Native allotnent in-holdings, we
have i n-hol di ngs past the 1002, past the wilderness into
the refuge. We will have to have access to our
I n-hol dings through the oil fields. And that's a priority
t hat needs to be worked on.

And the other one is the village health assessnent.
' m gl ad Robert brought that up. That's going to have to
be done so there won't be no excuses in the future. And
we have to be involved in the process, the decisionnaking,
where the buffer zones are for our hunting areas, our
traditional |and use areas. They are all recorded. And I
wll be providing that for the record at a |ater date.

And also Fish & Wldlife Service, two people cane in
the past to try to create the National WIdlife Refuge
here. They adopted a city council and they told the
people here that it's to protect the caribou. But they
didn't tell our people, the city council, that if it's a
wildlife refuge, our rights would be inpacted. Now the
wildlife refuge is putting restrictions on who can go, how
we can go to our property, by what neans.

And al so the closed state of allotnents, | nentioned
that. There's over 25 people here that were denied their
Nati ve all ot nents.

And al so our community is still waiting to hear about

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

32

the inpact aid that our community has been prom sed.
Hopefully we can see that comng in the future and
hopefully -- otherwi se our comunity will be run over. W
are going to need inpact aid for the comunity. And those
are very inportant.

So | think we need to enter into a
governnent -t o-governnment or a -- to nmanage the wildlife
refuge. O her tribes can do it. W are the only tribe in
the wildlife refuge here. W need to be part of the
managenent systemthat are fighting our people. W need
co- managenent for an equal voice.

And I'lI|l be providing the |list of nanmes of the cl ose
allotnents that apply, the history of the access that was
prom sed to our people to the allotnents with Fish &
WIldlife and the city's negotiations in the past. Al
t hat can be provided. And the traditional |and use areas
we use to subsist all the way into the nountains, that
also wll be provided at a | ater date.

Thank you.

MS. | DA ANGASAN. Thank you, Eddi e.

MS. ADRI ENNE TI TUS: H , everyone.
(Speaking in Inupiaq.) Before | get started, | just want
to | ook around the room and acknow edge each and every one
of you that are of this land, that are of this place.

acknow edge the trauma that you carry, the hurt that we
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have seen, our ancestors that are inside us. |'mlnupiag.
| was raised on the land. You are ny peopl e.

This is really hard for ne to get up here today
because | know that you guys want reparation. 1've seen
all of you before in Fairbanks. | know that you want to
carry your people in a good way.

So who am | to get up and ask questions about
drilling or devel opnment, to chall enge technol ogy and
corporate efforts, to stand here and condemm oil conpani es
and Al aska Native corporations for desecrating the | and?
But who am | not to ask these questions? M grandchil dren
depend on ny voice and ny | egacy, ny grandparents' | egacy.
To not question the rules and the regulations put into
pl ace that determ ne how clean the water and air are, but
inreality they are there to determ ne how dirty we can
make it before it's unsafe or unhealthy for consunption
for us all.

Al aska is 24th in the world when it cones to oi
reserves. W have thousands of gallons discovered in
pl aces that have al ready seen destruction, but restraint
is what we | ack. Another day, another dollar. Wen did
we all becone owners of the land? It has al ways owned us.
We have al ways been indebted to the place that has kept
our people since tinme i nmenori al.

Who am | to question fake technol ogy? Wat part of
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the shaking the earth and drilling into the core, setting
seism c waves through the waters that scare the sacred

bei ngs that give thenselves to us, the beings that have
sust ai ned our people of the north since tine i menorial ?
What part of seismc testing, digging and drilling makes
it safe or okay, not just for animals, but for us, for our
| and.

Money is the end goal, not health or security for the
peopl e of the north. Who is to determ ne our wealth?
Poverty has only recently been introduced to the Native
communi ties. For thousands of years peopl e have subsi sted
fromthe | and and oceans and rivers of Al aska.

It was a hard life, but it had none of the
frustrations and stigmas of poverty. For the people, we
were never poor. Living fromthe |and sustained life.

The sharing created a bond between peopl e that hel ped
ensure survival. Life was hard then, but people found
life satisfying. Today it's getting easier, but it's no
| onger satisfying. Since when does one way of |ife have
to die so another can |ive?

In closing, | reiterate the words of Mary Ann Warton
[ph]. | can't stress enough. The cost of devel opnent is
the land. No noney can buy it back, can repair it to the
way it was before.

| ask that BLM conduct a human i npact study, and the
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correlation with not just the |land, but also the aninmals
t hat have been used for thousands of years to sustain our
relationship with our land. | ask that the EI S be
conpleted in an entirety with the consideration of clinate
change and how it has progressed tw ce as fast than the
rest of the world. The stories that carry our
grandparents' | egacies nmust not stop here with oi
derri cks and pi pelines.

| ask that you renenber the struggle your people have
endured to get you this far and the fight that you have in
you to nmake reparations for the wong that has been done
and end the cycle of colonization and assim |l ation that
has i ndi vi dualized our once intergenerational hones and
communities. Qur children and their children depend on
us.

| ask that you continue in the way of your ancestors
and defend all that is sacred, the sacred things that have
sust ai ned i ndi genous people since tine imenorial: The
| and, the water, the aninmals. Please renenber your sacred
duty to take care of yoursel ves because those peopl e that
live inside of you nust live on for tens of thousands of
years. Long after we join our ancestors, our descendants
will. W want to be renenbered as good ancestors. Qur
peopl e have worked together to make our conmunities thrive

for thousands of years. | encourage each and every one of
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you to take those thoughts with you as | |eave this
neeting today. Keep in mnd that oil dispersenent
chemi cals don't work in Arctic waters, that the cl osest
rescue center is over 1,000 nautical mles away, and that
even when a murder occurs in our villages, or when there
are things that we need i medi ate response for, it takes
days on end for one person. Think about what's going to
happen to this land if there is an oil spill and the
response that's going to cone along with it.

| feel this place. | got off the plane yesterday,
and | could feel the air and the | and and people, the
ancestors that live here. | hope that you keep that al
in mnd as well as you continue on with this, whatever
deci sions that you make.

Quyana.

MR. ROLAND WARRI OR:  Thank you for that
nessage. May | ask where you are fronf

MS. ADRI ENNE TI TUS: Unal akl eet . My
grandparents are Alma and Rol and |vanoff and Jenny and
Charlie Bl at chford.

MR, ROBERT THOWPSON:. Ckay. l'd like to
bring up one nore point. On this issue presented that we
have to do this oil devel opnent in the 1002 because we
have such a strong need for it, |I know of 90 billion

barrels of oil on the North Sl ope separate fromthe
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refuge. They have only extracted 17 billion in 40 years.
So there is plenty of oil. There is foothills. Headlines
say 17 billion barrels. There's 12 billion nore in
Prudhoe beach. It goes on. They haven't even started on
t he petroleumreserve, which I'd rather they didn't
extract that, but it's available, separate fromthe Arctic
Ref uge.

So what is driving this is sone corporations that see
t he need for nmaeking nore noney. But | think sone of the
things that a lot of us care for is, you know, to keep it
as is.

So | think as part of this environnental assessnent,
Frank Murkowski said, do not be msinfornmed. Let's honor
that and determne if there is, in fact, possibly 90
billion barrels that can be extracted w thout going into
the refuge. That is one of the facts that should be out
t here because everybody is acting like this is the |ast
oil we have got. W will be riding bicycles if we don't
devel op. We can use this to help Shishmaref. Al kinds
of things are attributed to this little bit of oil here,
but there is plenty of oil in other places. |In the state
of Alaska, | believe the foothills, | think that bel ongs
to the State. So it would probably be in their better
Interest to exploit -- | don't say develop. | say

exploit. |It's nore of a correct term
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But those are the things that should be | ooked at to
see if this is actually necessary to extract this.

Because we should know that the next step is offshore. |If
t hey get a foothold onshore, Shell G| has | eases offshore
here towards the Canadi an border. When they asked Frank
Mur kowski why they weren't -- and the State of Al aska has
got |l and, that they could not devel op because the Arctic
Ref uge i s not devel oped. |If they develop the refuge, it's
going to be a pipeline to accommpdate the offshore
interests. That's a fact. Frank Murkowski again said,
when he was asked why didn't the state | eases sell, when
we get ANVR they wl|.

So the peopl e who val ue whaling, give that very
serious thought why we should allow this because it is a
st eppi ng stone to offshore.

| don't think they really care about 10,000 Native
people on the North Slope. There is people in this world
that would run right over us, and if they can nake nobney
offshore, that is what wll happen. So those of us that
val ue whaling, we ought to take that into consideration.

And if this oil is told to go ahead, could they put
in a stipulation that they will not go offshore? That
woul d probably appease sone people. Not nme. | don't want
to see any of it. W got along for 10-, 12,000 years

wthout this oil, and I'm sure we can keep on wthout it.
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So | hope this is considered by the Environnental | npact
St at enent .

MR. DENNI'S STACEY: |Is there a sign-up
list for the remarks?

M5. Nl COLE HAYES: Nope. It's just
whoever wants to cone up. There has been sone great
testi nony al ready.

MS. | DA ANGASAN. |'mgoing to say
sonet hi ng again. |da Angasan, NVK.  Thank you, this |ady
from Unal akl eet, for what you said. | appreciate that.

"' m | ooking at bullet No. 7, for instance, require
t hat those who buy |l eases in 1002 are required to attend
cultural and environnmental sem nar by Kaktovi kmut. How
about it says "mandatory"? W hear nmandatory many tines

fromall the other organizations. | think instead of

39

saying "require," we should say "nandatory." They have to

cone here to listen to us first. Those that are buying
the | eases in the 1002 area, they have to be nandat ed.

And | al so have one nore. No. 10, community trails,
t he canpsites, subsistence use sites by the comunity of
Kakt ovi k shoul d be identified and protected in the EIS.
And should -- where it says "should," it should be

"mandat ed." Shoul d be mandat ed. "Shoul d" shoul d be taken
out of there and say "will not be included in the | ease
sales.”" Protected in the EIS and nandate not to be
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I ncluded in the | ease sales. Those are Native allotnents
many of us have.

And that's -- that's what | have to say right now |
just want to say nandate. Those are not required.
Mandate them Everybody el se says it, you know W need
to start | ooking out for ourselves. This is Kaktovikm ut.
We live here. But we also have to be responsi ble for our
bei ng i n Kaktovi k, our whaling, our hunting, our fishing.
We have to be responsible for everything that we have and
own in Kaktovi k ourselves. Be responsible for yourself,
your parents, your children, your grandchildren. Be good

t o one anot her.

Quyanagq.

MR. DENNI S STACEY: (Good evening. M
name's Dennis Stacey. |'mecurrently working and |iving
here in Kaktovik. 1I'ma |long-termresident of Al aska.
Been a 40-year resident. |'ve worked in resource

devel opnent across Al aska in nmany places in mning and oill
and gas, and frankly I think that we can have a win/w n
situation wth the devel opnent of the 1002 area. KIC and
ASRC are mmj or stakeholders within the 1002 area. And |
think that they are generally in favor of devel opnent.

In Petrol eum News | ast week | saw that ASRC and KIC
have commtted to a 3-D seismc survey of the area over a

couple of winters. So that tells ne they are interested.
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But there is also a provision of Al aska Native d ains
Settlenment Act, 7(i) provision, that nandates sharing
revenues from natural resource devel opnment with other
Nati ve corporations. NANA has done this with Red Dog.
Seal aska did it with their tinber. And | think other
Nat i ve cor porations have done it, also.

But oil devel opnment has brought prosperity to Al aska
and to a lot of the comunities, such as Barrow and
Nui gsut where |I've worked. And | think it can be
benefici al nearby here, too.

There was a | ot of concern that the devel opnent of
the North Slope oil fields would harmthe caribou, and I
bel i eve cari bou have thrived al ongside the oil
devel opnent. It has not destroyed the cari bou.

A couple of winters ago | worked on the Point Thonson
project and saw |l ots of caribou there, and we al so saw a
| ot of wolves that spring in 2016. But there have been a
vari ety of habitat enhancenent projects that | think can
happen here if the stipulations within the refuge permt
it.

For exanple, with the ASRC mne site, a mllion acres
of overburden was stripped a couple winters ago and put
back into the pit to reclaimit. But that kind of a hill
I n ny experience, has been real beneficial for caribou in

sumertine to get up on those hills to get out of the bugs
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and get sone wwnd. And | think that a variety of habitat
enhancenents |i ke that could be very possible to do;
fisheries enhancenents fromgravel pits and al so waterfow
enhancenents, too. And perhaps off-site mtigation

out side the refuge and conpensation for harmto wetl ands

t here.

But ny understanding is that the direct inpact to the
| and woul d be 2,000 acres or less. And wth directional
drilling, a |ot of devel opnent can take place fromvery
I sol ated pads. And the oil fields |I've worked in, such as
Al pi ne, have a real high environnmental threshold for
mai ntaining the land. And the stipulations in 1002 area
should be every bit as strict, if not nore so, than the
NPR- A.

Anyway, | think it can be a win/win. And what we are
here for tonight, as | understand it, is we are taking
comment s on what should be concerned or considered in your
ElIS. And so these are sone of the things that |'ve
t hought of. And | have sone witten comrents, but | don't
have themready to submt tonight. So I'll be sending
t hose in.

Anyway, thank you for com ng to Kaktovik, and
appreci ate that.

MS. NI COLE HAYES:. Thank you.
MR, ROBERT THOMPSON: 1'd like to coment
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on the gentleman's statenent. He tal ked about 7(i). The
corporation, when they acquired it, excluded 7(i). So you
are wong about 7(i) being -- just getting shared wealth
with the rest of the state, Natives. And al so concerning
t he environnent, |'ve seen changes nade to requirenents.
Like for ice roads, the climate is getting warner, so they
changed the standard. There's industrial people that work
in the oil field | obbying and got it changed. |It's going
to change sone nore, and they will change it again.

Now t hey are tal ki ng about snow roads. | don't know
what they are and | don't know if they have been proven to
wor k anywhere. But they want to be able to get access to
this, and they don't really care if they have to do
sonething. They are talking about -- is there enough
water for ice roads? They can't use ocean water. So that
Is sonething that's got to be addressed. 1In the
Envi ronment al | npact Statenent, can they do what they
propose? | brought this up at a previous neeting. They
said, oh, we will just build snow fences. W'IlIl nelt the
snow and make ice roads. That's never been done. But
they will tell us that just to get their foot in the door
and get what they want.

And we want to be very careful because they are in
t he busi ness of maki ng noney, not doing what's right for

all of us.
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So these environnental rules and regul ati ons and
t hi ngs, procedures, have got to be watched because
i ndustry, they'll do as little as they can to get by.

|' ve seen presentations by how this oil industry
operates in other countries. South Anerica, they have no
concerns. There will be flaring going on in the m ddle of
villages with kids playing around it. Pipes will be
| aying on the ground. W have it a little better than
that. People fault the environmental conmmunity, but it's
because peopl e are watchi ng them

Wien | first came here, the seism c was going on
offshore. W didn't know what it was. W woul d hear
soni ¢ boons out there. They are going to do it their way
as nuch as they can, so people here better be aware and be
able to be know edgeable in howto -- how to watch them
and what to watch and be there to do it. |If they are 40
mles out there somewhere, we don't see it. So there
better be sone people here to get training to watch
I ndustrial activity because --

Ckay. Al the permts that they do on the North
Sl ope are done with -- with permts. They get permts for
that. But they don't have people to nonitor their
permts. So every permt that they have here shoul d have
sonebody from-- the State or wherever allows the permt

t o happen, they should have sonebody there watching to

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

45

make sure they do it. Like flaring is not supposed to be
going on. They do it as nuch as they feel |ike because
there is nobody there. Wen Hi ckel was governor, people
started to try and enforce these regul ations. They just
fired the people.

So we have got to be careful that whatever
environnental regulations and rules, that there is a way
peopl e here could know that they are being foll owed
because before they do sonething, they have got to have
those permits. But they disregard themin nmany cases.

Every time |'ve gone by Badam, there is flaring going on.

When | went through Badam , | stopped there, and they
asked ne, do you have firearns or alcohol. | said, |I have
a firearm He said, well, | have to take it.

So when you tal k about a benign | andhol der, and when

they assert their right with security people and enphasi ze

this is our area, we got control of it, well, that gets a
little -- | get tired of that. | live here. | shouldn't
have security people telling me what to do. |'ve heard

people in this village say we can sneak around; they won't
catch us. W shouldn't have to sneak around. W should
have the right to go wherever we always did and that
shoul d be entered into this Environnmental |npact Statenent
because that seriously affects us if we can't.

And | al so have concerns related to why BLMis
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handling this rather than Fish & Wldlife. |[|'ve dealt
wth Fish & Wldlife, and I don't know how that's going to
change. Maybe you can address how this will change now

t hat we have a new person -- new agency adm ni strating
this land that we live on. So that's got to be -- just so
we know. If | want to get a permt to operate in a refuge
and BLMis now handling it, what's going to change, you
know? There's a |lot of things we need to know.

Thank you.

MR, ROLAND WARRIOR: Can | ask you to
rei ntroduce yourself, your nane and who you are with?

MR. DENNI'S STACEY: Yes. M nane is
Dennis Stacey. |'mhere representing nyself. I'm
currently working for U C Science here on the renedi ati on
project at the hangar, but they have no input in what |'m
saying here. M enployer is elsewhere on the North Sl ope
wi t hi n AFC and Nanugq and Houston Contracti ng.

But the gentl eman brought up the snow roads, and |
can speak to that fromfirsthand experience. |ce roads
were built to the end of ConocoPhillips' drilling areas
| ast winter, and then there was a snow road built all the
way to Barrow to provide overl and access beyond there.

But the villagers in Nuigsut have used the ice roads going
Into Nuiqgqsut and the Colville R ver ice bridge for many

years now. So they have overl and access through the
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W nter to get heavy supplies and things into the vill age
for buil ding and ot her things.

ConocoPhi Il i ps al so brought in natural gas for the
village. The village of Barrow enjoys natural gas from
the Barrow gas field. Most villages don't have that.

Fuel is very expensive. | knowit's extraordinarily
expensi ve around here. You are at the end of a very |ong
| ogi stic chain.

But | think it would be possible to have snow roads
comng in here, too, in the winter fromthe ice roads that
woul d be brought into the 1002 area, but | have no input
on that. But | don't see why it wouldn't be possible.

But the North Sl ope Borough is the adm nistrator for a | ot
of these permts, and they go out and inspect the
reclamation at the end of the season. They inspect the

i ce roads and gravel pits. ASRC sold a |lot of gravel to
ConocoPhillips for their project, for exanple.

Anyway, | think it's a beneficial thing. There is
| ocal enpl oynent for people in the village there. But
these are things for you to have i nput on.

|'"'ma visitor here, although | am working here and
living here at the present tinme. But |I'malso in Al aska,
and Al aska woul d benefit from devel opnent within ANVR |
think that's a true thing. So the question is, can we do

t he devel opnent in a way that doesn't hurt the

a7
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environnent, is good for the |ocal comunities and Al aska
I n general, and provides nore energy security for the
United States, also.

So anyway, these are reasonabl e questions, and peopl e
can have differences of opinion about them But it's
wort h keepi ng an open mnd on these things, but certainly
have reasonabl e stipulations to protect your interests
here, too. You are the |ocal stakeholders. You are the
| ocal village. So your input here -- BLMis here because
they adm nister the mneral estate for the federal
governnent. The Fish & WIldlife Service does not do that.
So that's the reason BLMis here taking these comments
because they are the | easi ng agency.

MR. ROLAND WARRI OR: Have t hey sel ected
any potential sites where they want to devel op at? What
|"mgetting at is |I'm concerned about our coastal access
for hunting caribou in a boat. There are safe, sheltered
pl aces where we can park, and there's places we can't park
because of the ocean waves.

M5. NI COLE HAYES: So that's the kind of
i nput we are | ooking for. Those are the specific type of
comments and concerns that would be really hel pful for us
to know about. So we haven't made any deci si ons.

MR. ROLAND WARRI OR° (kay. Right offhand

the one |I'mthinking about is our POAD area to our
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Kanniniivik area. That's our coastal hunting fromthe
boast. It's a safe shelter where we can | and. Canpsite.

M5. NI COLE HAYES. So we have sonme naps
outside the room \Wen we are done, it would be hel pful
i f you could mark that on the nmap.

MR. ROLAND WARRI OR Eddi e has got his
maps here.

Anot her one to think about is our akpik place, where

goi ng to pick our akpiKks.

MS. | DA ANGASAN. Berri es.

M5. NI COLE HAYES: Please, if there is
ot her people that want to cone up and speak, | nean, we
are hear to listen. So we are all ears. And we have
appreci ated everybody that shared information with us

tonight. It is extrenely hel pful.

49

VMR. GLEN SOLOMON: Hel | o. I"'mden, den

Sol onon, resident of Kaktovik, whaling captain, and al so
ASRC representative for our village, for ny people. W
have been fighting over this for over 40 years to devel op
on our own |and. W have been surrounded by federal and
State land, and all we could do is just |ook at our | and;
no devel opnent, no nothing. And here everybody get a
chance to develop on their land |ike the Ga ch'in people.
They | eased out 180,000 of their acres for oil and gas

| ease on the Eagle Plains, and cari bou mgrate through
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there, through the Eagle Plains and al so through the --
what is the Denpster H ghway that they have.

And we just want to have a chance at the table where
we coul d devel op our resources to nmake profit, to nmake
profit off our land |i ke everybody el se. Like they got
trees and everything like that. Wat we got? W just got
the mnerals that's in the ground, and that wll build
I nfrastructure for our people, that create jobs for our
peopl e, and al so dividends for our people.

So it will really help our people out a | ot because,
you know, what we use for whaling, we use gas and oil.
What we use to go hunt caribou, we use gas and oil. So we
have this right to develop on our own |land |i ke everybody
else has the right on their land. W have the right to
devel op on our |and, also.

Thank you.

MR. CHARLES LAMPE: M nane's Charl es
Lanpe. |I'malso a whaling captain. | grew up wth d en.
| grew up with everybody here. 1'd like to thank the BLM
for comng and listening to the voice of Kaktovi k because
a lot of tinmes the voice of Kaktovik, the people here from
Kakt ovi k, gets overshadowed and overl| ooked by | ouder
voi ces, from environnmental groups, from people that
haven't stepped foot, spent one day here in Kaktovik, that

know what the peopl e need, that know what our |ives are,
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t hat what we go through every year, every day, daily life.
Live one winter here and you will see exactly how hard our
life is. You have no idea.

More people walk into a MacDonald's in Anchorage in
one week than will ever set foot up here in ANWR but the
environnentalists want to praise it as this great place
t hat shoul d never be touched. W touch it. W go up
there. W are the ones who hunt. W are the ones who
live. Qur famly, our ancestors lived up there. They
taught us respect for the land. They taught us respect
for everybody else, our famly people, that cone in, the
whal es that we catch, the fish that we eat.

Rol and, you go out, you hunt. den, you go out, you
hunt, you feed our entire community. And we are bl essed
with that. But we have people that are not from here,
fromdifferent states, fromdifferent countries, from
Washi ngton, D.C., from governnents down here in Al aska

that tell us what we can and cannot do on our | and. That

isn't right. 1It's been |ike that for far too | ong.

| love our land. | love our comunity. | |ove the
way of our life, but | talk to people |like Isaac, |ike
lda's father. He -- he tells people about how hard it

used to be, about how, you know, he had to get his own
wood. How hard it is just to even get water, keep

yourself warmin the wntertine. He says he wouldn't want
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to go back to that. You know, that way of |ife was hard.
What we have now, we have to develop. That's the way
we were taught. W use what we have to nake our |ives
better. And we |love our |and. There is nobody that can
tell you different.
And you know, the biggest thing that | want to get in

this EISis the inpact of our comunity, of our people.

You know, since the Air Force has been here, | nean, for
the |l ast, what, 70 years or so, | nean, we have seen an
uprise in cancer. And you know, | nean, they dunped druns

and stuff. W have no idea what they are. And on our
beaches, on our shores, they displaced our village
nunerous tines, no -- no apol ogies, no, you know, |I'm
sorry, no reparations. But we live with that. W have
t hri ved through that.

| have seen -- you know, ny kids, | have a
three-year-old and a 13-year-old. And | noved out for a
few years, and | noved back here after ny daughter was
born because | want this to be the place where she grows
up because | know she's safe here. Her famly is here.
Her grandpa is here. Al of us, you know, we live
together. W watch out for each other.

Peopl e tal k about the bears, put nore enphasis that
the bears are nore -- nore inportant than we are, the

peopl e, you know, and that isn't true. | nean, the bears
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didn't start really coming around -- | renenber when | was
a kid, we would play out all the tinme, and we didn't have
a care in the world about a bear, but now, you know, we

have pol ar bear patrol |ooking out for bears and, you

know, | mean, it's like kind of a nuisance for us, but --
You know, we have people comng in that -- in the
summertine that -- people and famlies used to be able to

go out and if they needed to nake npbney and they had a
boat, they were able to take people out and show themthe

bears, make a little noney for their famly, but because

of regulations there is, | think, five people now, if |I'm
correct -- five or six people now that have licenses to
t ake people out to view bears that -- you know, | nean,

t hey have a nonopoly on it, and there is nothing that
anybody el se can do. You know, that provided noney for a
|l ot of famlies here that weren't able to work or get jobs
fromthe borough or KIC

And | nean, | knowit's hard sonetines to get by.
And that's why we help each other. That's why we hunt.
That's why we fish. You know, if anybody needs hel p, |
mean, we are a community. W are a famly. W help each
ot her.

| have been a KIC board nenmber. Unfortunately our
past president, Phillip Tikluk, Jr., passed away. And |

was on the board before him and | got -- | got voted out,
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whi ch was fine with ne. And the board brought ne back,
and it was an honor to cone back in his position.

And | know how much he fought for this. | nean, |
went in neetings with him | was part of the Al O group,
the Arctic I nupiag Ofshore group, and part of a voice
wth Phillip. And he was so adamant about us bei ng able
to devel op our land, to use our |and, to use what, you
know, the governnent gave us that was al ready ours, but
after they gave it to us, they were like, well, you can't
do anything with it because it's a refuge now, so you
can't drill on your land. You can't, you know, nake a
pi peline. You can't do anything with your |and. You
can't even go on your land wth a four-wheeler in the
summertine because it's protected, because it's a wildlife
r ef uge.

You know, that seeing that and hearing that -- we
see, |ike, Nuigsut, we see other places |ike Barrow and,
you know, anywhere else down in the Lower 48, they don't
tell you you can't do this to your land. They don't --
they mght with sone things, but |I nean, like, wth us, we
have never had the opportunity to devel op what is ours.

We have had so nuch taken away fromus that finally we
have hope that we can do sonething. W can nmake sonet hi ng
of our | and.

|"ve worked in the oil field before. |'ve seen
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Prudhoe. 1've seen how clustered and everything it is.
|'ve worked in Alpine. | know howit's spaced out.
Directional drilling is way less of a footprint. |It's the

safety and the environnental aspect of it is a |lot nore
strenuous than it has been or ever was in the past.

And there is going to be an inpact no matter what,
but we can nake sure that us as a community, the people of
Kakt ovi k -- not anyone el se, not people from Fairbanks,
not people from Anchorage, not people from other
vill ages should be able to cone in and tell us, the people
of Kaktovi k, what we can or can't do with our |land. They
have no say in it. They shouldn't, you know, but they do.
Because of the nedia, because of other publications,
because of environnental groups, because of gover nnent
| ssues, our voice is -- is drowned out. And I'mjust gl ad
t hat you guys actually cane up and gave people the
opportunity to speak. And we have people here from ot her
pl aces that don't live here that canme up here just to
speak agai nst this.

And you know, | respect that, but you don't live
here. You know, this isn't where you |ive your whol e
life. This isn't where you spend your winters. This
isn't where you raise your kids. This isn't -- you are
going to get on a plane, you are going to | eave, and then

what? You can go to a store. You can buy a | oaf of

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

56

bread. You can buy a gallon of mlKk.

Qur store went wthout eggs, mlk, bread; essentials,
you know, things for weeks, you know, on end because we
have one airline that can't fly it up. O during the
wintertinme we get storns and they can't get planes in
here. W don't have a road system W don't have a barge
system Even in the wintertine, |'ve advocated for an ice
road just so we can get supplies here during the
wintertime when a plane can't cone in or when stuff isn't
able to be transported here and naeke it a little bit
easi er .

But it's kind of nerve-wacking comng up here. |
nmean, | love ny honetown. | |love ny people. | |ove ny
famly. | love all -- you know, it's just finally being
able to have the opportunity to develop land that is ours
and maki ng sure that we have a say in it, you know, not
everybody else. It isn't everybody else. It should be
us. W have a say. W should work side by side with the
oil conpanies, wth the governnent to nmake sure that our
|l and is protected, to make sure that in every way possible
our environnment is protected, our aninmals are protected.

And not only that, but the way of life that we |ive,
hunting. W shouldn't be forced not -- |I nmean, there is
going to be certain spots -- like with a pipeline going

in, there's going to be certain spots where we can't hunt.
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Wth drill pads, there are going to be certain
restrictions about firearns around it. And that's fine,
just as long as we are able to go where we need to go to
hunt .

| mean, ny sister worked in Deadhorse for a | ong
tine, and she was able to trap foxes and things there to
make hats and everything. And she spent nore than half
her Iife there working. And you know, | nean, people in
Nui gsut, they still hunt, they still get caribou, they
still get wolverines, they get wolves.

Wth the right -- with the right -- what's the word
I'mlooking for -- with the right arrangenent and the
ri ght opportunities to work hand in hand with the oil
conpani es and the governnent and, you know, BLM and the
Fish & Wldlife Service, to make sure that our voice is
heard, that Kaktovik's voice is heard.

Barter Island, this is where we live. This is our
honmetown. This is going to affect us. [It's not going to
affect -- it mght be sad that ANWNR is open. |t m ght be
sad that there is an oil rig there. But if you live

sonepl ace el se, you get on a plane or you see it on TV, it

doesn't affect you. It mght affect your enotions, but it
doesn't affect you. It affects us. It affects our
children. It affects me. It affects ny future. It

affects their future.

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

58

And after everything is said and done, all the oil is
gone, you know, we will be there to nmake sure that
everything is cleaned up. W will be there to nmake sure

that everything is tried to put back the way it was
because no matter what anybody says, we |ove our |and. W
respect our land. And we don't want to see it hurt, but
we need to conme together to nmake sure that we are heard.
And thank you again for letting us -- but like I
said, the main thing is we need a health study, a
basel i ne, to nake sure what kind of inpacts we have, you
know.
And | guess that's it. So thank you again for com ng
and listening to us.

MR. JOE BALASH So why don't we take a
five-m nute break and stretch our legs a little bit, maybe
get sone fresh air. And we will conme back and see who
el se m ght want to say sonething.

(A break was taken.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES. Okay. W're going to
go ahead and get started again. | just want to rem nd
people, this is your opportunity to share with us.
Everybody has shared sone really great comments. W want
to continue to hear them Please feel free to conme up and
speak. Don't be shy. So the floor is open again. So if

you want to cone up and talk, we are here to listen
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MR. JOE BALASH So one of the things that
was part of the legislation that authorized the | easing
programwas a limtation on the nunber of surface acres
t hat can be disturbed for drilling pads, for pipelines and
potentially roads. And |I've had conversations with Muyor
Brower in Utqiagvi k about the ASTAR program and the desire
on the part of folks to start | ooking at year-round gravel
roads to communities in the borough.

And so a question | would have and appreci ate sone
f eedback on is whether a road in the 1002 area to support
t he devel opment is sonmething that the people in the
community woul d wel come or oppose. And maybe you haven't
t hought about that, but | think that's sonmethi ng that
woul d be well worth understanding on the front end here.

| did note the coment about, you know, there is no
road access and there is not really barge access. Well,
you know, in order to conduct exploration, sonebody is
going to have to nove sone pretty big and heavy equi pnent
into the area. And there is going to need to be sonme way
to land that. And so, you know, if there are better
pl aces than others for sonething like that, those are the
ki nds of things that your |ocal know edge woul d be very
hel pful to us.

And one thing to consider is, you know, if sonebody

puts in a barge | anding, you know, it doesn't nean it's a

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

60

one-tine only location for themto use and themonly. |If
It's something that the community would |ike to see nade
avai |l abl e for use here, where would you want it? Those
are the kind of things that we can start to build into the
program so that after a conpany gets their lease, if they
want to bring equi pnent in, where they bring it, how they
bring it, what tine of year. You know, those are all the
ki nds of stipulations and conditions that we can build
into the program
And your -- you are the people who know best, you

know, where that should be and where that shoul d not be.
So you know, if you have thoughts on that, we would | ove
to hear it.

MR. DENNI'S STACEY: How nmany acres are
aut hori zed for disturbance?

MR. JOE BALASH: So the federal law limts
t he surface disturbance to 2,000 acres. And, you know,
t he | anguage used in the Tax Act is not exhaustive. So
there wll probably need to be sone interpretations about,
okay, how do you count those acres, which specific
footprints are going to count agai nst that acreage. To
t he extent that there nay or may not be surface
di sturbance on the KIC ASRC | ands, you know, does that
count against the 2,000 or not, you know.

So those are the kinds of things that we wll be
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fl eshing out here along the way. | think there is
certainly a reasonable interpretation that any surface
di sturbance on the ASRC portion of |and doesn't count
agai nst the 2,000-acre limtation on federal | and.

" msure that some other lawer is going to interpret
that differently and test us but, you know, those are the
kinds of things that -- you know, we can't tell KIC and
ASRC where to put a barge |landing, but if there are parts
of the federal acreage that you know woul d be a bad pl ace
for a barge landing, then it would be good for us to know
t hat .

MR. RCOLAND WARRI OR:  One conment on your
barge landing. 1'd like to see a nore appropri ate barge
| andi ng here in Kaktovi k. Last year during our whaling
time we got a barge | anded where we pull up our whale.

MR JOE BALASH: Ckay. And that's close
here, close by here?

MR. ROLAND WARRI OR:  Yeah, to service our
vil | age.

MR, JOE BALASH. Ckay.

MR, CHARLES LAMPE: \Where we pull up our
whal es when we do our fall whale hunt, we get three whal es
a year, and we usually use that part of the beach to pul
up the whale to divide anongst the community. And

unfortunately, that's the spot where the barge cones in to
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deliver fuel and vehicles and equi pnent and whatever is
needed. That's usually where they dock.

And fromwhat it sounds |ike, the renediation project
t hat they have going on right now with the hangar, they
are asking if they can use that portion of the beach to
dock and unload all the contam nated gravel and steel and
everything. And we are fighting it, but I don't know
exactly how nmuch of a say we have on whether or not it's
going to be able to be off limts for them

So a barge | anding would be nice. | nean, we can do
a road to the other end to the island where it's pretty
nmuch open ocean. There is a spot there that a barge
| andi ng woul d be nice or, you know, sone place other than
where we pull up our whal es.

Also with the ice road deal, the infrastructure for

t he beginning -- | worked on Al pine when it was first in
construction, so |I've worked on, like, the runway and the
first pad that was built there. It's mainly done in the

W ntertinme, so ice roads can be built so heavy trucks can
haul gravel frommne sites. The majority of pretty much
all of the construction for gravel pads and stuff is done
during the wintertine. And we have never really had an

i ce road here. W have Rolligons that cone that deliver
supplies every once in a while, but not very often.

But an ice road, | think the North Sl ope Borough may
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have in the works right nowto start doing ice roads every
W nter to each of the villages, which would be really
nice. W would be able to get nore groceries and vehicl es
and fuel or whatever we need a | ot easier and better
access to be able to | eave, you know, during winter. You
know, during the sumrertine it wouldn't nmatter, but during
the winter it would really help, so --

MR JOE BALASH. So the nention of the
fall whaling activity sparks sonething for ne, which is,
you know, typically the equipnent for exploration gets
noved in seasonally, right? So if you inagi ne the barge
traffic that may be increased for that, what kind of
activity or limtations on activity need to be considered
so that there is not interference with your fall whaling?

MR CHARLES LAMPE: W kind of have
sonething in place right now with Bowhead Transportation
and Carlisle.

MR. GLEN SOLOVON: What he's really
tal king about is we work with the oil conpanies to
determ ne on when we do do our fall whaling hunt so
everything goes at a halt. And they had to wite a
contract on that and sign it and everything. But Bowhead
Transportation don't want to sign that contract or
anything like that. So whenever they cone and go as they

pl ease while we are doing our hunting, we would like to
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see that put to a stop because once the oil industry says,
okay, we wll put it at a stop, how | ong you need and
everyt hi ng, and once we get done with our whaling hunts,

t hey get back into production or whatever they are doing
and everything like that, seismc and everything like
that. It's just everything is put to a halt.

But we woul d sure |ove to see Bowhead Transportation
do that, al so, because, you know, it was kind of
di sturbing | ast year where we woul d be out there seven,
eight mles out and seeing a barge out there and calling
them on the radi o and sayi ng you guys are not supposed to
be out here but, you know, they never signed that contract
or anything. And |I'd sure |love to see that.

And also | would really | ove to see a road system out
of here because, you know, it would bring nore
infrastructure to our community and also it would | ower
t he cost of plane tickets, the cost of freight, groceries
coming into our village because, you know, you go to the
store here and buy a gallon of mlk for, |ike, $20 and,
you know, like if you are down there Anchorage, you buy a
gallon of mlk for, like, $5. Try buy a | oaf of bread for
$5 where you buy themfor, like, a quarter, 75 cents to a
dollar, but it's pretty spendy because the high price of
Ravn, it really takes a toll on our village because, you

know, they are the only airlines that cone into our
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vil | age.

We brought it up at AFN so nmany years and not hi ng has
ever been done with it. And you know, |ike you said,
havi ng other airlines conme through here, but Ravn has
nonopol i zed the whole North Sl ope where they set the price
and everything. |It's pretty harsh because we ask for
| ower prices on airline tickets, and what they do, they
hi gher up the prices and everything |like that and al so the
freight. It's like 2.50, $3 for a pound, and that's
pretty rough.

Thanks.

MS. LILLI AN LAVPE: My nane is Lillian
Lanpe, and I'm here working in the comunity, and |I travel
the villages. I'moriginally from Nuigsut, and |'ve
experienced that, the environnental inpact to our
community. The benefits are great. It really helps the
community. | just -- | know BLM doesn't do -- Fish &
Wldlife to do studies for you. And | would suggest that
the Native village in your comunity get resources to hire
a conpany that wll -- what do you call that? Yeah, that
wll help do your studies. And they do it every year.
And they are real good because they studied our fish, and
t hen they give those statenents back to us with BLM ASRC.
And there is a lot of good things about it.

But the thing I'm concerned about is the water
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resource. |If they are going to build ice roads, | don't
know how much -- you know, the | akes you have around the
comunities, if they are going to build ice roads, make
sure they study those because they have fish. And they
are the healthiest fish in there other than the river and
t he ocean because not hing probably gets into those | akes.
But they are really good fish. That's what we found out
In our years. And they just need to do nore studies on
how deep the lake is. And there is fish in there. And |
just wanted to bring that up.

The inpacts that we have are great. And the
mtigation, the funds, you know, whatever your conmunity
wants. | just want to say that make sure you get al
mtigated for what your community needs because we have
t hose mtigations, as well. W got natural gas. W
have -- we don't have cheaper prices in the store because
our corporation got a business with AC store, and they are
expensive. But it really helps to get things into your
comunity, especially if thereis -- if you wanted to
bui | d your own hones because that's what we struggle for.

Those are our inpacts. Hones for the -- you know,
for your grandkids. | have grandkids. They need a hone.
They are not going to live in ny 20-, 30-year-old home.
It's not going to | ast.

But those kind of statenents are very crucial, and it
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wll help you. And the benefits are good. Qur hunting,

it's deterred [sic], but you know what? W still can
hunt. W have those rights. W still can hunt the food
that we eat, but they need to foll ow through when -- when

we ask for sonething to protect our food, our |and, our

resources, they have to follow those. And |I hope that,

you know, those things will be in place before.

And then the -- the base for -- like if they are
going to drill sonewhere and they -- they won't have an
airport. |If sonething enmergent happens, Barter |sland has
got to be the base because you have an airport. It wll
help. | just wanted to bring that up. | think I got a
lot nore. But | care about ny communities. | work for ny

communities in all the eight villages on the Slope. And I
cone to neetings like this. And | went to Point Lay
neeting, too, as well. And |I'm here today, so | just want
to voice out.
Thank you.

MR. CHARLES LAMPE: As far as the airstrip
and the airline about flying workers in or the
i nfrastructure for that, | know there has been concern
froma few residents about not havi ng Kaktovik as a
central hub because we don't want the influx of people
coming in just to go to work and having to go through

Kaktovik all the tinme, that people have to cone in and out

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

68

of Kaktovik. W would rather have it the way it was kind
of set up at Al pine where they have their own air strip
there or like a central hub |ike Kuparuk or Deadhorse
where they can fly in there without affecting Kaktovik so
much and use that as nore of a drop-off place for the

wor kers and have them either helicoptered out or flown out
wth a smaller flight to the different fields.

But it would be nice to get nore airlines flying up
here, like Gden and a few other people said. Ravn has a
nonopoly on our little village. W spend $700 round trip
per person to fly to Fairbanks to take our kids on
vacation or shop or, you know, just to get out of the
village for a while.

But during the summer nonths we have a | ot of

tourists that conme in, and they take up the flights every

summer from | want to say, end of July, beginning of
August till the bears leave or till it freezes over, till
Novenber .

And we have a |l ot of people wth health issues, you
know, people that have to go out for dental or nedical
I ssues that -- | knowit's hard for themto get a flight
out .

But that isn't the worst thing. The worst thing is
If you get a flight out and your stay is nade | onger

because you have nore appointnments that weren't schedul ed
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or sonet hi ng happens, either you get weathered out, you
can't get a flight back hone, so you are stuck in
Fai r banks or Anchorage during the peak season of tourism
where the prices for a hotel or car rental double or
triple where lowincone famlies here aren't able to pay
for that, but because of the one airline with flights
booked daily, not able to get back hone, we have seen a

| ot of people get stuck in Anchorage or Fairbanks on --
for nedical reasons and just have no place to live or no
food to eat and rely on communities. W pull together as

a comunity and nmake sure that that person has a place to

stay or food to eat or relatives in town that will help
t hem out .
But we need nore -- nore enphasis on getting nore

airlines or different ways of people to either travel back
and forth or get goods that we need just for daily living
here. You know, it's -- like | said, it's hard |living up
here, and it costs a lot. Yeah, we nake a | ot of noney.
We make hi gh wages, but those wages are offset because of
how expensi ve things are.

Nat ural gas would be great. | nean, that would help
so many people in this community wth heating al one, even
just to get a natural gas pipeline or a natural gas well
drilled here to help offset the cost of fuel because we

have our fuel barged in. Wat is it, $7 a gallon for
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di esel for gas, and for residential -- | nean, it costs an
armand a leg just to stay warmduring the winter. And
for us to be able to get a natural gas pipeline or natural
gas to help heat the hones would benefit our conmmunity so
much. Even if that's all that came out of this, | nean,
that would be worth it.

But you know, it's -- it's going to be hard the next
10, 15 -- it's not going to happen right away. |It's not
goi ng to be developed in a year or two or five or
whatever. |It's not going to happen right away. W are
going to be affected slowwy. And we as a comunity need
to nmake sure that we are taken care of. Not only us, but
our future generations are taken care of and that our
voice is heard and that it isn't overshadowed by outside
entities or other groups that think they know what's best
for us here when they don't even really cone and
experi ence what we |ive through every -- every day, every

year, every week.

You know, it's -- it's disheartening hearing coments
on TV and radio from people who wll never, ever step foot
here. But, you know, |'ve traveled to Washington to

advocate for the opening of ANWR so we can devel op our
| and, and just having people there that haven't even
stepped foot in Al aska have a say in whether you can

devel op your |and or use your resources, they have nore of
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a say than we do, and we live here.

You know, that's the hardest thing. You know, people
telling you no, telling you you can't do what you want to
do with your resources to better your famly and your
community, that's the hardest thing. They gave us this
| and. They took the | and away, then they gave us a little
bit back and told you you can't do anything with it. You
know, it took an act of Congress just for us to be able to
have these tal ks, you know, and that's anmazing. | never
t hought that was goi ng to happen, you know, not in ny
lifetinme, but it has.

" mnot a Trunp supporter or a Hillary supporter.
I"mjust for us. | nean, this is to benefit us as a
people, as a community. And you know, it's going to --
it's going to benefit not only us. [It's going to benefit
the North Sl ope Borough by the tax revenue that they get.
It's going to benefit Alaska fromthe Trans-Al aska
Pipeline. 1t's going to keep oil flowng. |It's going to
keep TAPS goi ng.

|'"d rather have it onshore than offshore. [|I'm
agai nst of fshore. ' ma whal er. | know, you know, how
difficult it would be for, you know, an oil spill to be
cleaned up. |'d rather have it onshore where we woul d be
able to at least contain it and deal with it.

But you know, having -- | renmenber growing up. [|I'm
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42 years old. | renenber grow ng up and watchi ng ny dad
go house to house with a water truck filling everybody's
wat er tank so they have water to bathe, to cook, you know,
to clean their house. W renenber wal king -- having to
use the bathroomin a bucket and picking that bucket up
and wal king it outside. It was one of the daily, weekly
chores that we have to renove our own human waste into a
55-gallon drumso it could be dunped out in the sewage
| agoon. W renenber those days. |'mnot that old. But
our kids, | don't want themto have to experience that.
They can experience that when they go canping, but as far
as having flushing toilets and running water, | don't want
to deal wwth that. W get that because of the tax revenue
fromthe North Sl ope Borough. And this would add to that.
This building that we are sitting in with the new
gym flush toilets, a lot of the jobs that we work is a
benefit fromoil discovery and oil production. And, you
know, just having that becone a possibility on our own
|l and is sonething |I'm |l ooking forward to hopefully seeing
and for wwshing in the near future.

So thank you.

MS. ALLISON WARDEN: I'ma -- | don't live
here. | live in Anchorage. | was born and raised in
Fai rbanks. |I'mone of those | nupiaqs that probably

couldn't survive a winter up here, and | definitely
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definitely takes a certain kind of toughness that -- |
could do it, but --

MR CHARLES LAMPE: You got famly here.
You could do it.

MS. ALLI SON WARDEN: For a while, | was

i nvol ved with the environnental organizations, Sierra

73

Cl ub. People saw ne comng around. | thought it was good

because | got to see how they operate and how t hey talk
about our people when the people aren't in the room Cot
to go to Arctic Village. | -- being that deep into those
organi zati ons and those big NG really woke me up in
terns of how our people are viewed by these big, huge,
nmultimllion-dollar corporations. | think it would be a
| ot easier if Inupiags weren't here for a | ot of
different -- because we are |left out of the conversation

or even just left out of the whole narrative a | ot of

times.

| have so many stories. And | -- of where | was
just, like, are you serious? No nention of the Inupiaq at
all in certain narratives. At all. You know, at big,
huge | obbyi ng sessions to try to -- and | just saw how t he

nmoney wor ks and how t he environnental organizations
utilize their big, huge bases of people who want to

protect w |l derness and have this romantici zed i dea of what
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W | derness is, like C.C. says who has never been here and
how they sell this idea of this place that's pristine and

all these things.

And it was -- it was really hard. You know, | |et
it -- 1 was like, | don't work with the Sierra d ub
anynore. | don't even -- | don't know if anyone is here.
But | know soneone is here fromthem but | don't even

want to talk to them And the WI derness League, they are
| i ke the worst, you know. And anot her eye-awakeni ng
nmonent was when | was in a neeting at the Wiite House or
sonething, and I was just there -- they were |ike, hey, do
you want to go to this thing? | was like, I'll go |listen
In and see what they are saying. And the GMch'in were
| obbying for their area not to be w |l derness and for our
area to be wilderness. And so that was one of those
nmoments where | was, |ike, whew, you know. It's things
i ke that.

But I"'mglad | went through it because | can talk to
you guys about it. | can talk to the people here about
what |'ve seen. It was really hard. | think there is

grassroots organi zations that are indigenous. So | nean,

that doesn't -- what |'ve said is that the power is in the
people who live here. | don't live here. And | nade that
clear all the way. | don't live in Kaktovik. M voice

doesn't -- what matters is the people who live there. The
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power is in the tribes. The power is in the people who
live here.

And I'"'m-- it nmakes ne happy to hear that the people
who |ive here are standing up for what they need and what
t hey want and how they want to do it. | think it's a
uni que opportunity for the people here who live here to
cone together. | have a list fromny uncle and say this
Is what we -- this is howit's going to happen and this is
what we denmand, you know. And | see -- you know, it's --
| had a really hard tine today because | was, |ike -- ny
uncle gave ne this list, and | was, like, | agree with
everything on here.

And | could just talk to any of you about ny
experiences working with the big NGOs and how t hey use the
pol ar bear's enblem of this place, howthe -- there is
just a lot of noney. There is a lot a |ot of noney behind
t hese bi g, huge organi zations, and there is no voice from
t he | nupi ag.

MR. CHARLES LAMPE: They have all the
noney, and none of it cones here.

MS. ALLI SON WARDEN: None of it cones
here. And | did try to tell them-- 1 was like, if you
want to change people's mnds here, then make all the
houses green and live off totally solar. | said, get a

natural gas pipeline here. Do this concrete action. GCet
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it so -- you know, natural gas so people don't have to pay
diesel. So | was a challenging person for themto work
with because | would call honme and talk to people and ask
what was really going on and what people wanted. It's
hard because |I'm one of those people that will get ny
feelings hurt, you know, not seeing the place the way it
was or is now.

But | believe in ny cousin and the | eadership that's
in place right now Yeah, | was -- | just had ny own --
you know, | decided to put all ny energy towards art. So
| have been doing art exhibitions in nmuseuns and things
like that. | travel all over the world doing ny art
because | -- there was no place for ne wwthin that fight
because | don't |ive here.

So you know, that's just sone things | wanted to say.
You know, ny uncle at one point when | cane here with the
Sierra Club gave ne this great book called In This Pl ace,
a GQuide for Those Wo Whuld Work in the Country of
Kaktovikmut. And | thought that was really inportant to

read because it cones fromthe people and the | and here.

Yeah.

| think it's inportant for you guys to have the
conversations, the direct -- | think -- | don't know  For
sone reason, like with the environnental organizations,

t hey never cane here. They weren't comng here to talk to
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the people for -- and when | had that filmfestival here,
that was the first tinme in 20-plus years that they even
tried to engage with the community directly, except for --
but they were doing all this | obbying and gat hering of
signatures and all this other stuff to protect the refuge,

but without actually talking to the people here.

So that was really -- you know, you could only see so
nmuch of that, you know, until you are, |like -- you know,
it'"s really hard. It doesn't -- it's not right.

And so | think the nore that you guys have direct
conversations and the nore people in the village that get
i nvol ved and actually work on what it's going to | ook like
and -- | nean, this -- and also retributions [sic] for

things that went wong. There is Native allotnents that

were never -- that aren't -- aren't rectified. People
don't -- ny nomis one of them She doesn't have her
Native allotnment. There is -- you know, there are so nany

| npacts that happen and we haven't gotten rei nbursed for
any of them The experinents that were done on us, on our
peopl e when they were Kkids.

Nobody signed up to be a refuge. And that's what |
had been saying when | was in the environnental belly. |
was, |ike, nobody ever signed the paper to be a refuge.

So it was sonething that kind of |anded on us, and then it

restricted a |l ot of the ways that people use their |and
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traditionally. And it's frustrating, | know, for the
hunters not to be able to go on four-wheelers like their
cousins do in Barrow It's crazy that you have to get
sone kind of permit to go in the ocean, a fancy Coast
Guard permt. Al the regul ations around here.

But the power is in the people, and it's al ways been

in the people and the people who live here. | live in
Anchorage. | have land here. | would love to build on
it. | would love to live here. | take care of ny nom now

i n Anchorage. So she's there.

There is sonething else | wanted to say. But | think
my cousin will say a lot. | just wanted to say to the
peopl e here in Kaktovik, |I've seen the whol e everything of
t hese bi g, huge environnental organizations. | was way up
deep init, and I was -- ny whole -- | was just so
di sheartened. And when | needed themthe nbst, you know,
they just cut ne off without any warning and weren't there
for me when | needed them And just |ike now they are
doing the things that in a way that they -- there is no
| ear ni ng that happens because | tried to talk to them and
teach them how to even cone into the community in the
proper way, and there is still no | earning, even now.
There is no learning. And I'mtal king about the
environnental groups. It's just not --

An exanple is CNN is here, and they didn't have any
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war ni ng, no proper protocol, nothing. And the president
of -- or the west chair of Sierra Cub, Dan -- you guys
m ght have seen him here before. He brought them here,
and he knew that he was supposed to -- he knew all the
t hi ngs he was supposed to do, but he did it anyway. And
the trips they have taken so nmany people up the river, the
Sierra Club, the fanobus people. They don't even conme into
the village or spend any noney. | nean, |'ve seen it all,
you know, and I'mglad | sawit.

You know, it's -- it's a big business. It's a big

busi ness, both sides. And yeah, and it's selling the idea

of this wilderness. And | just -- it's not wl derness.
It's your home. It's the hone of ny ancestors. [It's -- |
just -- it's been pretty --

Anyway, | just wanted to say that the power is in the

people here, and it's up to them Al the power is in
what they have to say. They know the specifics of what
needs to be done. | think the whole community, you know,
needs to get involved with Iike -- okay, because they --
you know |i ke the baseline health study, | think that's a
great idea and baseline for all the animals. | really
can't say because | don't -- | don't know But | agree
with what nmy uncle is saying. Yeah.

So that's ny story. | still nake art. | do make

art. |'mgoing to make an art show around, you know,
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things. | used to nake art around the -- around -- | had
a show where | had both sides, both voices of for and

agai nst opening the refuge, and it was a show. Both sides
were represented in different characters, but | stopped
maki ng art around it. | was done. | was just |like done
wth all of that. So | nmade a cerenoni al house, | nupiaqg
cerenoni al house instead. | amgoing to make a show
around -- but I'lIl be back in Septenber wth some artists
to | ook at polar bears. They are artists from | cel and.

And they are going to nake art. So that's the first tinme

|"mtaking a group to look at the bears. It's hard --
it's hard to cone here and -- ny nomand | are here. She
I's here six weeks and |I'm here until | pack up her whole

house and nove her back down to Anchorage wth ne.

So anyway, I'mwlling to talk to anyone personally
about what | saw and how it felt to be in those spaces and
how much the | nupiaqg voice was not even on the radar,
especially wwth the big, huge canpaigns and all different
ki nds of ways.

| was in Paris and they wanted to do a video of ne
for the climte change neetings, and they were, |ike, why
do you support protecting the refuge. And I was, like --
| | ooked at them | was, like, | don't support protecting
the refuge. So | think they always get surprised. | was,

like, I don't believe in the refuge. The refuge happened
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and |l anded. |It's not sonething people woul d have agreed
toif they knew what was going on. | don't think any of
our ancestors woul d have agreed to the designation of |and
and how everyt hing happened. So that was wong fromthe
get - go.

And you know, you have got to understand the inpacts
t hat have been here haven't been here that |ong. You
know, the Boston whalers didn't cone here. W were
protected pretty nuch fromthe outside until, you know --

| just want to share a story about ny great
gr andf at her Akoot chook who |I'm naned after. M/ nom al ways
told ne that he would only let officers into the vill age,
and he woul d taste everything before he would | et
people -- he would taste everything before the other
people could eat them So that's just sonething to think
about is that he was -- when the mlitary first canme, not
just any soldier could cone into the village. It was only
officers or higher. So he protected the village as nuch
as he could fromjust all the officers just anybody
running free, and he did the taste test.

So we have the ability to get retribution [sic], |
t hi nk especially for the experinents that were done and
for the -- everything. There are so many things that just
have been done that are so wong. | think this is a

nonent to tal k about those things and bring them out and
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make sure that they are all handl ed and the noney is going
to that.

| hate to see how it mght |ook, but | appreciated

what C. C. said about the people that will still be here to
deal with it as it goes. So it's hard. Yeah. | don't
know. | just -- | just wanted to share that.

| want to share another story because | was in
GMch'in territory and I was in Arctic Village, and they
sai d, you know, every time you guys have a nedevac | ate at
ni ght, we see that plane cone over. W see it because
they -- and they say, we pray for you guys whenever we see
t hat nmedevac plane. And that really touched ny heart. So
there is real people who live there. | just think they
shoul d have cone up and -- | don't appreciate that there
has been no effort fromtheir part to cone here and neet
t he people and cone to the land. | tried when | was with
the Sierra Club to get a charter of Kaktovi k people there
and GM ch'in people here, but there was no funding for
that fromthe environnental organizations. There is no

funding for all ny ideas that |I thought m ght be good, and

they were healthy. Yeah. 1It's hard. So | just wal ked
away fromthose. But I'mstill in --

You know, anyway, | have been talking a long tine.
Thank you.

MR. CHARLES LAMPE: |Is this the only
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neeting that BLMis going to have up here in Kaktovik?
MR. JOE BALASH. This is the only scoping

nmeeting, but we will be back, |I'msure, to have

gover nnent -t o- gover nnent meetings with and consultation

with KIC and ASRC. So eventually there will be a draft

Envi ronnment al | npact Statenent prepared, and when that is

conplete and ready for publication, it will go out for
public comment, and we wll come back and have a public
nmeeting on the draft EIS. It will contain all the

different alternatives, different ways of doing the
| easing. And so yes, we will come back for that.

And you know, as far as the dial ogue on howto -- how
to prepare that EI'S, you know, that is sonmething that I
think it's really inportant for people to understand that
the tribe is able to engage us and talk to us, regardl ess
of what the comment deadlines are. So you know, the tribe
can talk to us at any point along the way. And you are
not just another stakehol der. You have a speci al
relationship with the federal governnent that we have to
honor .

And, you know, | am personally commtted to engagi ng
on this project. That's why |I'mhere today. And | wll
be back again in the future. I|I'mable to cone up to
Al aska roughly once a quarter to do these kinds of

nmeetings in comunities and with the vari ous governnents.
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And so if we need to talk nore frequently than that, it
may have to be by phone or video conference but, you know,
we are here to be avail abl e and accessi ble to nake sure we

are getting the right input and understanding fromthe

conmuni ty.

MR. CHARLES LAMPE: WMake sure before you
guys cone up the next tinme for better advanced -- nore
I nformation for the community about when you wll be
comng up and a different tine for your neetings. | know

you guys planned it for the afternoon, which is not a good
time because a lot of the community works, and we don't
get off till 5:00, a lot of the npjority of the comunity.
So it would be better to have the neetings at a | ater
tine, say 6:00. 6: 30.

MR, JOE BALASH. Ckay. |Ida says no.

MS. | DA ANGASAN. Wbul d you define
scopi ng, please. Define scoping.

MR. JOE BALASH So scoping is one of the
phases for us under the National Environnental Policy Act.
When we are considering a federal action, we have to take
I nto account the inpacts associated with that action, and
we have to | ook at what are the likely inpacts under a --

i f sonebody cones to us with an application for a project,
let's say, or if we as the governnment are initiating a new

programli ke this one, we have to analyze the i npacts and
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we have to | ook at different ways of acconplishing the
pur pose of the action.

And so in this case what we are looking at is howto
conduct the | ease sales that Congress has told us we need
to conduct. So we will |ook at the various descriptions
and conditions, but this phase we are in right nowis
where we are identifying all of the issues, all of the
elenents that we will study in the EI'S docunent so that
when this draft comes out sonetinme maybe later this year
we will have | ooked at all of the things that people raise
i n these neetings or in these coments.

And it's inportant -- you know, you don't have to say
in front of everybody here what it is you think we need to
| ook at. You can wite it down on one of the comment
cards. You can send us an email. Al of that gets
conpi |l ed together, and we, after the comrent period
cl oses, prepare what's called a scoping report.

MS. | DA ANGASAN. Thank you

MR. GLEN SCLOMON: | have one nore, too,
to add onto that is infrastructure because, you know, we
have all these -- our old artifacts and everything that
are -- that are sonewhere el se, and we would | ove to have
a museum here so we could bring all our artifacts here.
And you know, that would nake a job for sonebody to take

care of the nmuseum and al so sonebody there to tell them
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our tradition, our know edge of the past and everything
| i ke that, how Kaktovi k becane Kaktovik. | thought 1'd
put that out to you.

Thanks.

MR, NMATTHEW REXFORD: Hel | o. My nane is

Matt hew Rexford, and I'mthe president of Kaktovik |nupiaq
Corporation. |I'd like to first of all thank you fol ks for
coming to Kaktovik to hear what the people here have to
say. There is a |ot of good input that was shared today.
And | just wanted to reiterate also that I1"'mlifel ong
resi dent of Kaktovik. Al the gravel roads you see, the
runway, the lights, the power, the electricity, the
runni ng water, this school, our clinic, public safety
officers, the buildings, North Sl ope Borough, all of this
is the benefits of devel opnent in our region on the North
Sl ope. And we see those benefits and live wth those.

And | |ike what has been brought up previously, that
t he Bureau of Land Managenent should read In This Pl ace.
It's a Gty of Kaktovi k docunent that they worked on in
the '90s all about the coastal plain of the Arctic
National WIldlife Refuge and history on what the people
and | eaders in those days have produced and recorded.
It's a guide for those who would work in the country of
t he Kaktovi km ut. Kaktovikm ut are the people, the

traditional people, the tribal people who have |lived here
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and have always |ived here.

And | woul d al so say that you shoul d incl ude
recommendati ons that those who would participate in any
| ease sale for the coastal plain, that they review those
docunents, as well, because that's what pretty much --
essentially what those docunents are for, for those who
would i ke to work in the country of Kaktovi km ut, any
organi zati on, any busi ness.

And to ensure that the Kaktovi km ut are an integral
part of this process, their voices should be heard, as you
heard t hem above those who do not |ive on or near the
coastal plain of the Arctic National WIdlife Refuge.

And | like the idea of a village health assessnent.
And that should be a part of this process, as well, to
provi de a baseline neasure of the health of the community
and to assure that we are not negatively inpacted.

And | would like to say that BLM shoul d ensure that
any adverse effects to the wldlife and subsi stence
resources are thoroughly studi ed and protected.
| ndi genous know edge fromthe community nenbers shoul d be
I ncorporated into any environnmental and/or wildlife
studi es conducted in the coastal plain, and the
Kakt ovi km ut shoul d be consulted on how t hese studi es are
conduct ed.

We see sone scientific studies with poor planning.
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Once the polar bears was listed as a threatened speci es.
That mandated the United States governnment to
scientifically study the polar bear. And that scientific
study was highly invasive. They used a helicopter to dive
bonb every single polar bear in the state of Al aska that

t hey encountered on that study. Dart gunned them every
single one. Tranquilized them did not assure that the
bear was not -- no |longer had the tranquilizing effects
before they left them So yes, the people should have a
say in how the research i s conduct ed.

And | would recomend to the Fish & Wldlife Service
to enter into a comanagenent arrangenent with the
community of Kaktovik for that very reason

There should be a thorough review of closed and
pendi ng Native allotnents, especially those closed with
the withdrawal of the mlitary Public Land Order 82 from
Barter |sland.

The community needs to be provided access, especially
all-terrain vehicle, in the summer and fall nonths across
| and on the coastal plain and into the w | derness areas of
t he refuge for hunting, fishing, canping and subsi stence
use sites. Support should be provided to the comunity,
especially the Native Village of Kaktovik, to assist in
their capacity to effectively participate in this process

and to provide a tribal inpact |iaison.
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| npact aid has not been addressed. It was brought
up, and Kaktovi k needs to know that they wll receive
assi stance for their conmmunity.

The community desires to have access to natural gas,
for reasons previously stated. And the -- another issue
Is the roads. That is another tough issue that our
communi ty has spoken on and about. And | see the benefits
of having a road to Kaktovik, along with a bridge,
per haps.

During the polar bear tour seasons, fol ks can be --
won't have an available flight for sonme -- sone fol ks
| onger than three weeks before they could cone back into
the community, and they left for nedical purposes. And
that's a hardship on our people. It's alife, health and
saf ety concern and issue.

Thank you for being here. Thanks.

MR. ROLAND WARRI OR* Wy to speak strong,
Mat t hew.

MR. CHARLES LAMPE: How nuch nore wei ght
Is given to the voice of the people who are actually from
Kakt ovi k and live in Kaktovik? How nuch nore of an effect
or how much -- is our voice nore heard, or rather than
listening to environnental groups or people that don't
| ive here, how nuch nore do you val ue our opinions, or is

there nore of a value of our opinions in your ears and
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eyes? And what you will bring back to Washington and to
t he peopl e that you guys answer to and work for? How nuch
wll our words really matter to you is what | want to
know.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: They work
for the government.

MR. CHARLES LAMPE: |'m not speaking to
you. | was speaking to them

MS. | DA ANGASAN: W want to hear what
t hey have to say.

MR JOE BALASH. So everything about this
Is going to be reviewed and probably challenged in the
courts. And so |l wll tell you that we have to consi der
t he i nput and comrents of everybody who comments in this
pr ocess.

MR, CHARLES LAMPE: | understand that.

MR, JOE BALASH. But, you know, the Deputy
Secretary and nyself came here in February to let the
community know that this process was going to begin, that
we were going to be com ng back for scoping. And the
reason we did that is because we know the inpacts that are
going to be felt and the consequences of this program are
going to be felt nost directly by the people who live here
and nearby. So we are paying very close attention to what

t he people here have to say. And we want to take every
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bit of that into account as we devel op this docunent and
this program

So of course we are going to have to weigh the
comment s of everybody, but -- but when it cones to
i dentifying those things that matter nost that are
specific to the |ocations here and the outlying areas, you
know, it's your know edge that is -- is going to instruct

us the best. That's probably the safest way for ne to say

t hat .

MR, CHARLES LAMPE: Ckay.

MS. | DA ANGASAN. Thank you. |'mgoing to
stand up again. M nanme is lda Angasan. |I'mwith NVK

My father, ny dad is |Isaac Kupaak Akootchook. He retired
fromthe DEWIline, ITT. And he's 96 years old, alert and
wel |l and everything. He doesn't go nuch of anywhere
except to KIC and ASRC neetings, you know. Those are his
bi ggest events, you know, and | think that's very -- he
i kes that.

And |'ve known ny dad to say change is com ng.
Change i s happening. Wen we don't |ike the change, we
have to think about it, think of our mnd and what we
t hi nk about it and how are we going to process it. And he
says oil conpanies have inproved. G| can be drilled
onshore. He enphasi zed onshore, but not offshore. How

are you going to clean the icebergs? How are you going to
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clean the gas and the oil fromthe icebergs out there?
Has anybody ever in their life has oil conpani es gone out
to the ocean and cl eaned i cebergs? Anyone?

My dad and ny uncles, ny cousins, they built that DEW
line up there back in the '50s and ' 60s. You know who
your dad is. You guys know who your parents are, your
grandparents. They built that DEWIline. They built their
own houses out of scraps, plywood scraps that they found
in the dunp that the DEWI i ne people dunped into the end
of the old runway down there. |It's full of scraps, netal
and iron. And everything is rusted. And that's still a
-- what do you call that? Help. It's a --

MR, CHARLES LAMPE: Environnent al
hazar d.

MS. | DA ANGASAN: It's an environnental --
it's a hazard. It is. How wuld you like to live with
nmetal and with all that stuff down there? But that's how
they built their own places. W would wake up in the
norning to go to school. It was cold. Has any of you
ever wake up to a cold house to go to school? Have you
wal ked to the school in the winter in the blizzards and
anything in your life? That's the way we |lived. And then
nmy dad says we chopped wood. W pack water. You see that
wat er | ake we have? W |ived down there. W used to --

they used to pack water fromthere to our houses, you
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know. They had to scrape for five-gallon buckets and
stuff like that, make their own yokes wth whatever string
or rope you can find, you know, and nmake a yoke.

They built their own houses. They built their own
beds. They built everything of their owmn. Qur parents
never went to school. M parents didn't. But they
| earned to live wth the change.

And when they -- when the DEWIine dunped things into
t he dunp down there, our parents would go down there and
see -- find and see what -- if they could find sonething
that is useful to us, naybe a bow or naybe plates or
maybe silverware or fork that was thrown away by the DEW
| ine people up there. To this day, | can say this: M
dad -- ny nom and dad found a big set of soup bow s, but
they are thin ones. W call them soup bows. They are
li ke plates, but they have these little things on them
and they are glass. They don't shatter |like today's
gl ass. Those were made | ong ago, and they -- ny dad -- ny
dad still has those. Those are fromthe dunp that was --
t hat they went and got, you know, so --

Today what do we do? M dad says -- he says, cone
over here. So |l gowith himto the kitchen sink, and he
says, |l ook. He turns the faucet, and it cones on;
wher eas, before we have to pack water fromup there so we

coul d wash di shes with, wash our bodies with, wash our
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houses with and everything el se. You know, we used --
sparing water.

And I'"mgoing to say this. Even though there is a
tub of water for there, we started with the babies first
and then went one, two, three, four, five -- there were
six of us, and we all used the sane water so we could
bat he once a week. Once a week. What did they use for
di apers? Scraping the diapers wth whatever we had. And
it's -- and that's how we used it.

And ny dad says, go to the bathroom \at does he
do? He said, look. Press a button. Wat does it do?

All the -- you just flowit -- you know, the water picks
it up, and it goes onto the sewer water. That is the
easiest thing he said he's ever done in his life.

Wher eas, before you get these honey buckets, buckets that
you use, you put the plastic in there and you had to go to
the -- nmake that 52-gallon drum and open it up and put the
waste -- the human waste in there. So -- anyways --

And our clothing. The wonen used the needl e and
thread. Many of the wonen, and even nmen, you know, how
did they nake our clothes? They -- they would sew fur and
calico and stuff, and order -- |ong ago they found
cal fskin. They used that to nmake designs for their --
to -- maybe the designs for their clothing, and then they

used cari bou. They would sew the cari bous together so you
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could have the clothing for your body and you stay warm
The fur, the wolverine and the fur and the wolf and any
kind of fur you have, like this, you know, you put the
hood over you, it keeps you warmfromthe blizzards and
the wind. So it's -- everything is sewn by hand.

How many children do you have? Six. Six children to
sew for. Everything is sewed by hand by the wonen. Long
ago they used candle lights wth seal oil, and the wonen
are sewing inside the igloo. Means the ice -- you know,

t he snow, i gl oo.

Thank you. |I'mnot finishing it. | just have to say
t hat .

MR. CHARLES LAMPE: | heard hi msay al nost
at every KIC neeting that he's had to |live, |earn, adapt,
but make sure that he takes care of his famly and
community all the time. And progress is always noving
forward and never going back. And in the past was hard.
They were hard people. And the things that they have gone
t hrough, the way of life that they lived is just al nbst
uni magi nabl e. Now just think of how easy we have it.

And they still installed our core values of famly,
| and, animals, taking care of each other, taking care of
the | and and nmeking sure that our famly and the land is
al ways taken care of. And you know, |I'mtruly grateful

for that. So -- I'mlooking forward to seeing |saac at

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

96

t he neeting.

M5. NI COLE HAYES: So | think we have
until 9:00 p.m, so we probably have another half an hour
i f people want to conme up and share anything they haven't
shared yet.

MR. ROLAND WARRI OR*  Who are you
coordinating with here to notify the community of the
neeti ng? Who are you talking to to tell themthat you are
com ng for the neeting?

M5. NI COLE HAYES: So we have been -- we
sent out nmailings to everyone we could find a P.O box to.

We sent fliers out and notified online. W have had press

rel eases. 1've contacted KIC and NVK and the city
council. | actually originally coordinated the neeting
with the city council and the community hall, but when

t his got reschedul ed because of the death in the
community, | think there is a council neeting tonight at
7:00, which is why we schedul ed the neeting earlier to try
not to conflict with that.

So if there are other ways we should be reachi ng out
to the community, please pass it on and we will neke sure
to do that next tine.

MR. CHARLES LAMPE: See, a lot of us
didn't receive the notification of the neeting or the

pl ace or tine.
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MS. NI COLE HAYES: You didn't get card
mai | i ngs?

MR, CHARLES LAMPE: No.

M5. NI COLE HAYES: Did anybody get card
mai | i ngs?

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: W haven't
had mail for two weeks.

MR. CHARLES LAMPE: That's a problemwth
having only one airline coming in. They carry what they
want to carry, even if it is US nail.

M5. NI COLE HAYES: They probably woul dn't
have had the updated date on it. That's good to know.

MR. JOE BALASH |Is there a way to let the
community know t hat people see or hear? 1s there a radio
program or --

MR. CHARLES LAMPE: KBRWyou can call. A
| ot of people listen to it. There's a village liaison
that can get a hold of people either at the Native village
office or the Kaktovi k I nupiaqg Corporation office. You
can call the city and have sonebody put out fliers. Just
word of nmouth. That's how a | ot of people probably found
out. Facebook.

MR. JOE BALASH: |Is there a comunity
Facebook page?

MR. CHARLES LAMPE: Yeah. There is a
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Kakt ovi k announcenent page.

MS. NI COLE HAYES: That's good to know.
BLM has a Facebook page, too, or however that worKks.

MR, CHARLES LAMPE: Send a friend request to
Kakt ovi k announcenent s.

MS. NI COLE HAYES: Ckay.

MR. CHARLES LAMPE: Like |I said, a later
tine for the neetings so everybody who has sonething to
say will be present and avail able for the neeting. Having
it at 3:00 in the afternoon -- have it later. Like a lot
of people get off work at 5:00 and they want to go hone
and eat. W cane here at 4:00, so a |ot of us have been
here the whole tine and haven't gone hone to eat. So |ike
6: 00, 6:30 you know, that would be -- that woul d be a
little bit better.

MR, JOE BALASH. Ckay.

MR, CHARLES LAMPE: But again, | want to
say thank you for comng and listening to the concerns of
peopl e from Kaktovi k. Thank you.

MR. JOE BALASH: If it mght be easier, we
can maybe all stand up and m ngl e outside and you can ask
us questions individually, if you like. You know, we have
got Fish & Wldlife Service, two people fromthe Fish &
Wldlife Service, at |east two people fromBLM nyself

fromthe headquarters in Washington. Qur contractors are
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all here. W have the Comm ssioner of Fish & Gane, the
Deputy Comm ssioner of DNR and the Lieutenant Gover nor
fromthe state. They are cooperators on this, and we are
relying on their expertise to help informsone of our
anal ysi s of decisionnaking. So you know, there is --
there is a lot of people here who you can talk to, and
maybe that would be a little easier if -- if you just want
to just talk. Mngle, yeah.

MR. DENNI'S STACEY: | have a question,
Joe. How many acres are in ANMR itself in the refuge?

MR JOE BALASH: As a whole, | think it's

MR, GREG SIEKANIEC: 19.3 mllion,

t her eabout s.

3

DENNI S STACEY: 19.3 million acres?

3

GREG S| EKANI EC. I's that right,
Joanna?

MS. JOANNA FOX: That's right.

MR. DENNI S STACEY: So we are talking
about devel opi ng 2,000 acres?

MR, JOE BALASH: Wll, the leasing that's
authorized is within the 1002 area, which is 1.6 mllion,
and then the -- so that's counting all of the subsurface
acreage. And the law limts our surface disturbance to no

nore than 2, 000 acres.
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MR. DENNI S STACEY: Right. Okay.

MS. ADRI ENNE TITUS: | have a question.
Does that 2,000 acres also include the infrastructure
that's going to be built, the roads to and fromthe pads
that are going to be constructed, as well?

MR. JOE BALASH So the statutory | anguage
refers to the pads and pipelines. So yes, those wll --
those wll count. The -- the statute, though, the
| anguage i s not exhaustive. And so, you know, that's
sonething that we will have to | ook at very closely and
make sure that, you know, we are counting things
appropriately along the way. And that's sonmething we are
going to have to speak to in the EISis howw wll count
acreage and how a | essee would be able to get approval for
their surface disturbance. That's sonething that is going
to have to be contenplated up front so that | essees know
what it is they are buying when they buy a | ease.

MR CHARLES LAMPE: The 2,000 acres, is
that the final cap on how much will actually be | eased
out, or wll it be -- or does it have the possibility of
expanding in the future?

MR JOE BALASH. So the 2,000 acres
doesn't limt how nuch gets leased. It limts how nuch
surface di sturbance there can be.

MR. CHARLES LAMPE: That's a final cap
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or --

MR. JOE BALASH That's a cap that wll be
in place. The agencies can't change that cap. Congress
can.

MR, CHARLES LAMPE: Ckay.

MR, JOE BALASH But if you are waiting
for Congress to do sonething, you mght want to prepare
for along wait.

MR CHARLES LAMPE: Yeah. W have waited.

MR GLEN SOLOMON:  Who is the Fish &
Wldlife conm ssioner? This guy right over here?

MR JOE BALASH: So the State Comm ssioner
IS over here.

MR. GLEN SOLOMON:  You are the State
Comm ssi oner, huh? So you know Beth and Jason? They work
out of Fairbanks. Beth Lenart, she works for the area of
fish and wildlife biologists, Al aska Departnent of Fish &
Ganme. But anyway, she wote ne this letter. It was |ast
year. It's about the 50 radio-collared caribou that they
wer e wor ki ng on on the Porcupine herd, and they were
saying there were sone that was with the Central herd, but
nost of themwere still with the Porcupine herd. And the
studi es that they were doing, they were flying bel ow 500
feet, diverting the caribou nore inland and cal vi ng

anongst the hills and also close towards -- cl ose towards
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t he nmountains. And she gave ne all of the infornmation and
everything. And so here is her letter:

Wor ki ng out of Kaktovik right now to collect data on
where the Porcupine herd is calving and what portion of
adult cows are giving birth. This data was been coll ected
on this herd since the late 1880s and is inportant for the
I nt ernati onal nmanagenent of this herd. | have attached a
meno that has all this calving data since 1987 along with
popul ati on size estimates. Over the sane tinme period this
year and next, we will be collecting nore detail ed
i nformati on on cal ving and novenent that we hope w ||
allow us to estimate pregnancy rates and cal vi ng
distributions using only the novenent data provided by the
GPS collars on the cows.

So | was going to ask, so has it been successful on
this situation on where they are mgrating, where are they
cal ving at?

COW SSI ONER SAM COTTEN: Wl l, yes. Is
sounds |i ke you al so have sone advice for us on howto
maybe not do things as far as diverting aninmals. But yes,
we have got sone ongoi ng work to determ ne where the
calving takes place. It's -- this year we -- we have
assuned that the peak cal ving period was probably June
6th, alittle later than normal, around June 2. W were

trying -- | was just |ooking at sone maps out here. The
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cal ving area was probably between the Kavik R ver and
Yukon Territory. There is another system over there. So
there is a broad range, a broad area where the cal ving

t ook pl ace.

The four-year-old cows were exceedi ng their normnal
rate as far as delivering calves. The three-year-olds,
you don't get as nany of those, so the data was not as
good as with the four-year-olds, but that was a little
| ower than nornmal. But overall, calving success was good
this year. And | think sonmebody el se had nenti oned
earlier that the population of the herd is up probably --
certainly in excess of 200,000 aninmals. So I'd be glad to
share all that data with you and, again, take to heart
your advice about how to advi se our people to naybe
consi der sone different practices as far as flying | ow and
per haps diverting the aninmals. So appreciate that.

And if you would like nore information, we certainly

have it.

MR. GLEN SOLOVON:  Awesone. Thank you.
They have ny email address, so you can e-mail it tone if
you want .

COW SSI ONER SAM COTTEN:  1'l |l see you at
t he break and figure out how to do that.
MR. ROLAND WARRIOR  1'd |ike to hear what

you find out fromthat. That's conflicting fromwhat |
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renmenber hearing the last two or three years.

COW SSI ONER SAM COTTEN: | can share that
with everybody here. |If you want to check with ne, 1'l]
figure out howto email it to you i nmedi ately.

MR, GLEN SCLOMON:  Thank you.

MR. JOE BALASH Wiy don't we go ahead and
sort of end the formal part and the recordi ng of the
neeting here, and we can continue to mngle and visit a
little bit before we have to exit the building. But | do
want to -- sir.

MR, BRUCE | NGLANGASAK: What |1'd like to
know is -- ny concern is about who are these peopl e that
cone up with this bright idea of burying PCBs on our
beaches? Qur DEWIline is washing out. This island is
washi ng out. And we got God knows how many tons of PCBs
buri ed about 10, 20 feet above sea | evel and about 100
feet fromthe beach. And it's getting -- it's washing out
pretty quick. Wo are these guys that cone up with this
bri ght idea of burying the PCBs in the worst place
possi bl e? M5. NI COLE HAYES: Do you have a
contact with the Air Force? Have you --

MR. BRUCE | NGLANGASAK: No.

MS. NI COLE HAYES: Because they should
have a project -- | nean, | can talk to you on break and I

could get contact information for the people that should
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be responsi bl e.

MR, BRUCE | NGLANGASAK: Because | worked
for a shipping conpany in Canada for about ten years, and
we have hauled -- | can't renmenber how many DEWIine sites
we haul ed out from Canada. But we took all their garbage
out. Wiy is it different here and they bury their PCBs
here? And that's ny biggest concern. PCBs are pretty
seri ous.

Thanks.

MR, JOE BALASH. | just wanted to say
t hank you again and | ook forward to continuing to neet and
talk not only tonight, but later on in the year we will be
back agai n.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: And one nore
thing for you hunters or people who go out. There's maps
out there if you want to designate the places you hunt,
duck hunt or anything, please nake sure you note your
trails routes on the nmap.

(Proceedi ngs adjourned at 8:12 p.m)

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY A. VAVRI K, RVR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken before
nme at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcri bed under ny direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that tinme; and that | amnot a party to nor have
| any interest in the outcone of the action herein
cont ai ned.

| N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscri bed

ny hand and affixed ny seal this _ day of June 2018.

MARY A. VAVRI K,
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Notary Public for Al aska

My Conm ssion Expires: Novenber 5, 2020

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100
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            1    P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S



            2                    MS. KAREN MOURITSEN:  Hello, everyone.  We 



            3    are going to get started.  Thank you so much for coming to 



            4    this meeting about the oil and gas leasing program for the 



            5    coastal plain.  And today we want to hear from you all.  



            6    We want to hear your comments about this project.  We are 



            7    in the scoping portion of the project, which means we want 



            8    to hear your comments.  So first if we could -- I'd like 



            9    to have an invocation.  And Ida is going to do an 



           10    invocation for us. 



           11               (Invocation offered by Ida Angasan.)



           12                    MS. KAREN MOURITSEN:  Thank you, Ida.  So 



           13    I want to introduce people first.  I'm Karen Mouritsen 



           14    with BLM, and I met a lot of you when I came here in 



           15    February.  Joe Balash is our Assistant Secretary.  And he 



           16    was here in February, also.  Greg Siekaniec from the Fish 



           17    & Wildlife Service, Regional Director.  Joanna Fox, Fish & 



           18    Wildlife Service.  Nicole Hayes is with the BLM.  She's 



           19    our project manager.  In just a minute she's going to run 



           20    through a short presentation before we take comments from 



           21    you all.  Chad Ricklefs is helping us.  Amy Lewis --



           22                    MR. CHAD RICKLEFS:  She will be back.  



           23                    MS. KAREN MOURITSEN:  She will be back.  



           24    And Paul is here assisting.  And let's see.  Mary Vavrik 



           25    is our court reporter, and Mary is going to record all the 
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            1    comments you are saying.  She would like you to say your 



            2    name first.  And we don't have a microphone, so would you 



            3    like people to kind of come -- come up here and speak so 



            4    that she can hear you clearly and get your name and get 



            5    everything down that you are saying.  



            6         Let's see.  Do we have anyone else to introduce?  



            7    Lieutenant Governor here and Mr. Cotten, our -- 



            8                    COMMISSIONER SAM COTTEN:  Commissioner of 



            9    Fish & Game.  



           10                    MS. KAREN MOURITSEN:  Commissioner of Fish 



           11    & Game.  



           12                    MR. MARK WIGGIN:  And Mark Wiggin, Deputy 



           13    Commissioner, DNR.  



           14                    MS. KAREN MOURITSEN:  Okay.  Good.  



           15    Welcome.  



           16         So Joe, would you like to say a few words before 



           17    Nicole does the presentation?  



           18                    MR. JOE BALASH:  So my name is Joe Balash.  



           19    I work now as the Assistant Secretary for Land and 



           20    Minerals Management in Washington, D.C. at the Department 



           21    of the Interior, but before I had that job, I lived up 



           22    here in Alaska for 30 years.  One of the jobs that I had 



           23    up here was as the Commissioner for the Department of 



           24    Natural Resources, so I have spent a lot of time working 



           25    on natural resource issues, planning documents, lease 
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            1    sales, those sorts of things.  



            2         And the purpose for tonight's meeting is to talk 



            3    about the leasing program for the coastal plain, and 



            4    that's going to be done in the context of an EIS.  And 



            5    that's where we stand now.  Nicole is going to walk 



            6    through some of the big important pieces of that EIS and 



            7    what that planning document and process is going to look 



            8    like.  



            9         But, you know, one thing that I'm sure you are all 



           10    quite familiar with is a lot of the controversy, a lot of 



           11    the emotion that surrounds this issue has been building 



           12    for many, many years.  But you know, Congress has given us 



           13    at BLM a job to do, which is to hold a lease sale.  And so 



           14    what we are trying to do is gather information from the 



           15    communities that are most affected.  



           16         When we kicked off this process, we had originally 



           17    scheduled Kaktovik for the first meeting because Kaktovik 



           18    is the community that is most directly impacted, closest 



           19    to the activity that may happen, and we wanted to listen 



           20    closely to the community here.  Due to a death in the 



           21    community, however, we rescheduled to tonight.  



           22         And on Friday we are going to have another meeting in 



           23    Washington, D.C.  It will be the final scoping meeting.  



           24    And there are a lot of voices out there across the country 



           25    and around the world that have an opinion about this.  And 
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            1    it's our job to listen to everything that everybody says.  



            2    But I want you to know that we are here to listen most 



            3    closely to what you have to say because you are closest 



            4    and most directly impacted.  



            5         We have spent time in Arctic Village and Venetie, as 



            6    well.  They have concerns that we will be taking into 



            7    account.  But considering proximity and the actual 



            8    location of your community, it's going to be critical that 



            9    we understand the kind of things that matter most to the 



           10    times of year that you hunt, that you go into the refuge 



           11    and conduct other subsistence activities so that as we put 



           12    together the conditions, the stipulations on leases, that 



           13    we are planning for and accommodating the things that 



           14    matter most to the residents here in Kaktovik.  



           15         And so hopefully this is just going to be one of many 



           16    conversations we have along the way.  This is just the 



           17    scoping stage.  There will be a draft EIS prepared.  We 



           18    will come back to engage further with the community as 



           19    there is more substance to talk about.  And I hope all of 



           20    you feel very comfortable telling us exactly what you 



           21    think about this and what you think we need to be 



           22    concerned about and watching out for.  



           23         So thank you for hosting us here in Kaktovik.  



           24                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Thanks, Joe.  So as he 



           25    said, I'm Nicole Hayes.  I'm the project manager for the 
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            1    coastal plain oil and gas leasing program EIS.  I'm very 



            2    sorry we are late.  We got a little delayed with the 



            3    plane.  So I appreciate your patience.  



            4         I'm going to go through the presentation fairly 



            5    quickly because the whole purpose of being here is for you 



            6    to come up and, like Joe said, share your comments about 



            7    the oil and gas leasing program.  So I will talk about 



            8    what that process is and why we are here, what the 



            9    requirements are of both the Bureau of Land Management and 



           10    Fish & Wildlife Service.  



           11         I'll discuss what the NEPA process is.  NEPA is the 



           12    National Environmental Policy Act.  I'll walk through that 



           13    because the Environmental Impact Statement we are doing is 



           14    the NEPA process.  I'll talk about subsistence and ANILCA 



           15    Section 810 because here in Alaska that's a critical 



           16    component of the evaluations that we do when we go through 



           17    the NEPA process.  



           18         And most importantly, I'm going to talk about how to 



           19    participate.  Again, we want to hear from you.  There is 



           20    many ways for you to provide input, and coming up and 



           21    having an opportunity to speak and have it recorded by 



           22    Mary is a great opportunity to share your thoughts, 



           23    concerns and recommendations.  



           24         So on December 22, 2017, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 



           25    2017 was enacted.  With this, the Secretary of the 
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            1    Interior, acting through the Bureau of Land Management, 



            2    was given the responsibility to implement an oil and gas 



            3    leasing program within the 1002 area identified here -- 



            4    it's called the coastal plain -- within the Tax Act to 



            5    implement this oil and gas leasing program within the 1.6 



            6    million acres of the 19.3 million-acre Arctic National 



            7    Wildlife Refuge.  



            8         Part of the requirements of the Tax Act is that a 



            9    lease sale be held within the first four years of 



           10    enactment of the Act, and then a subsequent lease sale be 



           11    held within seven years.  Each of the lease sales that are 



           12    required to be held are to contain 400,000 acres of the 



           13    areas with the highest potential for hydrocarbons.  So oil 



           14    and gas potential.  Those are some of the main 



           15    requirements of the Tax Act.  



           16         There are some other provisions which require that 



           17    the department allow for up to 2,000 acres of surface 



           18    development.  What we are analyzing and what we are 



           19    evaluating in our EIS is for a lease sale and any 



           20    additional activity -- and I'll touch on it a little bit 



           21    later -- would require a separate process, a separate NEPA 



           22    analysis.  



           23         So agency responsibilities for administering the 



           24    coastal plain oil and gas leasing program, the Bureau of 



           25    Land Management administers all federal mineral estate, 
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            1    including the oil and gas under the Arctic National 



            2    Wildlife Refuge.  We are responsible for developing a 



            3    leasing program, we conduct lease sales, and we approve at 



            4    a later date, again which requires a separate NEPA 



            5    analysis, applications for a permit to drill, potentially.  



            6         The Fish & Wildlife Service is responsible for 



            7    managing and administering the surface of the Arctic 



            8    National Wildlife Refuge, and they are a cooperating 



            9    agency.  We are working closely with them because 



           10    obviously they know the resource, and we need that 



           11    information to help inform us and help make good decisions 



           12    when we are developing this Environmental Impact 



           13    Statement.  



           14         This slide shows the BLM oil and gas leasing and 



           15    development process.  You will note that the star and the 



           16    highlight is for that first bullet, which is the leasing, 



           17    the EIS sales and lease issuance.  That is what we are 



           18    going to be analyzing in our Environmental Impact 



           19    Statement.  



           20         The other steps, the geophysical, exploration, 



           21    applications for a permit to drill, operations and 



           22    production, inspection and enforcement, and reclamation 



           23    will be discussed because we have to have a reasonably 



           24    foreseeable development scenario to analyze in our 



           25    environmental document.  However, the only thing that 
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            1    would be authorized as a result of the EIS is a lease 



            2    sale.  So that first phase is what we are focused on.  If 



            3    there are applications in the future for these other 



            4    steps, then it would require a separate process, which may 



            5    be similar to what we are doing right now.  Yeah.  Any 



            6    on-the-ground disturbance, any activities that would 



            7    result in some sort of development would require a 



            8    separate NEPA analysis.  



            9         So you will hear me say NEPA a lot because the 



           10    National Environmental Policy Act is really long to say, 



           11    but that is what requires us to evaluate impacts to 



           12    resources and look at ways to offset or avoid, minimize 



           13    those impacts in our analysis.  



           14         So what initiated this process was the enactment of 



           15    the Tax Act on December 22nd.  We officially kicked it off 



           16    with the Notice of Intent that was published on April 



           17    20th.  The Notice of Intent says that BLM intends to 



           18    develop an Environmental Impact Statement for the oil and 



           19    gas leasing program.  The scoping period is for 60 days.  



           20    This is a really critical part of the process because this 



           21    is when we are gathering input from all stakeholders.  



           22         So the scoping period currently closes on June 19th.  



           23    So today we are again interested in hearing your comments.  



           24    After the scoping period closes, we develop the scoping 



           25    report, and in that scoping report are all the issues that 
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            1    were identified through the scoping process.  So the 



            2    concerns that we need to analyze in the Environmental 



            3    Impact Statement are what's discussed in the scoping 



            4    report.  And that's what we focus on in the EIS, the areas 



            5    to avoid, the conditions that we should be considering, 



            6    all the high priority resource areas.  Those types of 



            7    things are the things that we are gathering through this 



            8    scoping process.  



            9         After we have that scoping report and we know the 



           10    important topics that we need to analyze, we will develop 



           11    the draft EIS, the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.  



           12    After that, that's another really important part of the 



           13    process because we take that draft EIS and we put it out 



           14    to the public for comment.  We also do public comment 



           15    meetings to go over what's in the draft EIS and take 



           16    comments and receive input from the public again.  



           17         Based off of that public input, we revise that draft 



           18    EIS, and then we publish a final one.  And after the 



           19    publication of a final EIS, we write a Record of Decision 



           20    and then would hold a lease sale.  



           21         As I mentioned, a really critical part of our 



           22    analysis that's separate from NEPA, but we do it 



           23    concurrently, is evaluation under Section 810 of ANILCA.  



           24    ANILCA is conducted concurrently, and it requires federal 



           25    agencies to consider impacts of our actions which would be 
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            1    the lease sale and evaluation of subsistence uses.  So at 



            2    the draft EIS phase, we do an initial 810 evaluation and 



            3    finding, which is attached to the draft EIS.  If the 



            4    finding in that initial 810 analysis is may significantly 



            5    restrict subsistence uses, subsistence hearings are held.  



            6         As I mentioned, we have public comment meetings on 



            7    the draft EIS.  We would wrap that up, so it may be the 



            8    same day one meeting after the next, but then we would 



            9    hold a separate subsistence hearing to get impacts on 



           10    those impacts identified in that initial subsistence 



           11    finding.  



           12         Once we receive all of that input, again we make any 



           13    edits or changes to that final determination, make up -- 



           14    or to that initial determination, we make a final 



           15    determination, and that is appended to the final EIS.  



           16    Again, a very critical part.  



           17         So BLM has been given the responsibility to implement 



           18    the requirements of the Tax Act.  The requirements require 



           19    that we hold lease sales within this coastal plain area.  



           20    So the things that we really want to know are:  What are 



           21    the areas that we should avoid?  What are the areas in 



           22    which we should have timing restrictions on to hold a 



           23    lessee to not be able to do anything during that time of 



           24    year?  What are the really important resources?  Do you 



           25    have recommended stipulations?  All of that type of 
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            1    information is really important for our decisionmaking and 



            2    will help form the development of the alternatives.  Also, 



            3    lease tract size, where to offer -- where to offer leases 



            4    for sale.  Those are really important.  So if you have 



            5    those specific types of comments, we are very interested 



            6    in hearing them.  



            7         Cooperating agencies, to date we have seven of them.  



            8    We have other invitations that have been sent out, and we 



            9    just haven't received acceptance letters.  But what 



           10    cooperating agencies are, they are agencies that have 



           11    specialized expertise or jurisdiction by law for specific 



           12    resources, and they help develop and inform the 



           13    Environmental Impact Statement.  So they bring their 



           14    expertise to the table and help ensure that the accurate 



           15    and most -- best available information is in there.  To 



           16    date we have Fish & Wildlife Service, of course.       



           17                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  Are we not 



           18    cooperating?  Kaktovik is not listed there.



           19                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  We have sent an 



           20    invitation.  We haven't received a response back.  So we 



           21    are having a government-to-government consultation meeting 



           22    with Native Village of Kaktovik tomorrow, and that is 



           23    something that we could definitely discuss.  



           24                    MR. GLEN SOLOMON:  So I went over to one 



           25    of your testimonies like in Fairbanks and Anchorage, and 
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            1    all of this is new to me right here.  All the pictures 



            2    that I took of your guys' schedule and everything, and you 



            3    guys don't have Fish & Wildlife in there.  So you guys 



            4    just added these ones in there?  



            5                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So Fish & Wildlife 



            6    Service was actually our first cooperating agency that we 



            7    had.  The ones that have been added were the Native 



            8    Village of Venetie Tribal Government, the Venetie Village 



            9    Council and Arctic Village Council and the U.S. 



           10    Environmental Protection Agency, I think are new 



           11    acceptances.  The State of Alaska was probably a couple of 



           12    weeks ago.  So we have been updating the slides as we get 



           13    responses back, trying to make sure we are sharing the 



           14    most current information.  I expect that this list may 



           15    expand, but as of today this is who has accepted or asked 



           16    to be a cooperating agency.  So -- 



           17                    MR. GLEN SOLOMON:  Because the last BLM 



           18    hearings that I went to, you guys didn't have Fish & 



           19    Wildlife with you guys.



           20                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  We didn't have Fish & 



           21    Wildlife Service with us?  



           22                    MR. GLEN SOLOMON:  The one in Fairbanks 



           23    and Anchorage, I think. 



           24                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Yep.  We have had them.  



           25    They have been with us.  We are relying heavily on Fish & 
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            1    Wildlife Service, so they are coming with us.  



            2         So this is the tentative schedule that we have.  As I 



            3    mentioned, the Notice of Intent kicked off the 



            4    Environmental Impact Statement process.  It started April 



            5    20th, and it goes through June 19th.  So please, if you 



            6    want to provide written comments, please provide it by 



            7    that date.  



            8         Over the summer we are going to be developing 



            9    alternatives, evaluating environmental consequences, and 



           10    this fall publishing a Draft Environmental Impact 



           11    Statement.  Again, this is also another opportunity for 



           12    public comment of everyone, of all interested 



           13    stakeholders.  And then we would revise that in the 



           14    winter/fall or the winter time frame and then publish a 



           15    final EIS in the spring, signing a Record of Decision in 



           16    the spring or summer of next year.  



           17         I should also mention throughout the process, we are 



           18    conducting government-to-government consultations with 



           19    those tribes and ANCSA corporations that are most directly 



           20    affected by this project.  The government-to-government 



           21    consultations, they go on throughout the process.  And a 



           22    tribe or the council of a tribe can request consultation 



           23    or provide input at any time.  So we do have two main 



           24    periods in which we are gathering comments for the public.  



           25    There are other opportunities specifically for 
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            1    government-to-government relationships in which to provide 



            2    input into the process.  



            3                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  If we wanted to 



            4    request a lesser air traffic time when the herds are 



            5    migrating through, we do that through our local tribal 



            6    entity to coordinate higher up?  



            7                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  You can do that.  You 



            8    can write it in a scoping comment.  You can -- you can do 



            9    it multiple ways but, yes, I mean, that is definitely one 



           10    way, but providing it in a scoping comment is a great way, 



           11    also.  



           12         We have -- as Joe mentioned, seven scoping meetings 



           13    scheduled, and this is the sixth of seven.  We will be in 



           14    Washington, D.C. on Friday to conduct a scoping meeting, 



           15    and that will conclude the scoping meetings, with the 



           16    scoping period wrapping up June 19th.  



           17         There are many ways to submit comments.  Today coming 



           18    up and getting your voice heard on the record, regardless 



           19    of what your thoughts, issues, concerns are, is a really 



           20    great way to provide input.  Mary is going to get every 



           21    word you say down on the record, and that will be part of 



           22    the scoping report.  



           23         Another way is to go to this link.  It's in the 



           24    handout.  If you didn't grab a handout -- and submit 



           25    comments directly online.  You can email it to that email 
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            1    address up there or mail it to the mailing address right 



            2    here.  And again, comments are accepted through June 19th.  



            3         So this is the end of my presentation.  It's really 



            4    short because we want to hear from you.  So I hope people 



            5    want to come up and comment.  



            6         So the floor is open.  It's really informal.  We just 



            7    ask that if you want to come up and share comments, 



            8    concerns, issues, that you just come up to the front so 



            9    Mary can make sure to get everything you say on the 



           10    record.  



           11                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  Your Environmental 



           12    Impact Statement, when is that research information 



           13    gathered?                      



           14                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So the Environmental 



           15    Impact Statement is based off of the best available 



           16    information.  



           17                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  Right, the best 



           18    available.  Is that from the '80s?  Is that from the '90s, 



           19    2000s?  



           20                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  I guess it will depend 



           21    on the resources.  So we are just in scoping, and we are 



           22    gathering information right now.  



           23         Please come up and -- 



           24                    MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  I right now I have a 



           25    question.  Is Environmental Impact Statement and the 
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            1    baseline study, is there going to be another -- there 



            2    should be another environmental statement.  What you had 



            3    before was about 30 years ago, and climate change has 



            4    changed a lot of things.  So will there be a totally new 



            5    Environmental Impact Statement or are they going to try to 



            6    resurrect the 30-year-old one?  



            7                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  This is a completely 



            8    new Environmental Impact Statement.



            9                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  We can request and 



           10    demand a new Environmental Impact Statement to be 



           11    gathered?  



           12                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  We are creating a new 



           13    Environmental Impact Statement.  But again, we are really 



           14    here because we need to know what to analyze.  We want to 



           15    hear your comments and concerns.



           16                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  Right.  We don't want 



           17    outdated research information used for these new 



           18    operations or developments.  We want new research 



           19    information.  



           20                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  I'm going to come up.  



           21    Somebody has to start, so it might as well be me.  



           22                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Thank you, Ida.



           23                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  Don't be scared.  I know 



           24    you guys will say something afterwards.  I want you guys 



           25    to come up here and say something.  I'm going to go with 
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            1    impact A right now.  You know, things have been addressed.  



            2    They haven't been addressed.  And we need to tell them 



            3    what we want and what we need at this time.  We are going 



            4    to be impacted with the oil and gas over there, and we -- 



            5    we need to hear from you guys.  Don't just stand there and 



            6    don't just sit there and not say something because if you 



            7    don't say anything, I'm not going to listen to you.  You 



            8    have to come up here and say something.  



            9         So what I'm talking about is our schools.  We have a 



           10    great school here and everything.  Our roads need -- our 



           11    roads need to be fixed.  Our community, we have potholes 



           12    in our island and everything else that we have here.  And 



           13    we need housing.  We really need housing for our 



           14    communities.  Also we need a new search and rescue 



           15    building.  Our Native Village offices that we have in that 



           16    old Fish & Wildlife building is so old it's falling apart.  



           17    It was given to us by Fish & Game -- thank you very 



           18    much -- at one time.  So we need a new Native Village of 



           19    Kaktovik meeting -- or building.  



           20         And there are houses in this place that are moved 



           21    from our -- from the old village to up here, and they are 



           22    all broken down and whatnot now.  And then the houses that 



           23    were built long ago, they need renovations.  And lots of 



           24    people that are elders and those that are living in them, 



           25    they need to be repaired.  I know because my father lives 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        21







            1    in one.  



            2         And then what else is there?  We need elder care.  We 



            3    need recreation for all.  Our children need to have better 



            4    recreation than what they have.  That -- the area that 



            5    they have right now is -- I see part of it is new, but we 



            6    need a new place, a new safe place for our children to 



            7    have their recreational areas outside when they are out 



            8    there.  And we need a new playground.  So we could have a 



            9    new playground with a baseball field or the playground 



           10    with all new things and whatnot.  We need a new church 



           11    building.  I know that.  



           12         And then we need to have three- and four-bedroom 



           13    houses, not just the little tiny box that we have down 



           14    there that are built up there which the wind could blow 



           15    away, I'm sure, and so -- which is dangerous for families 



           16    when they have to climb up the stairs.  That's a long 13 



           17    steps to go up those stairs because I counted them.  I 



           18    have been up there before, so --



           19         And what else is there?  But we also need to listen 



           20    and hear.  But you guys have to listen to us.  And we want 



           21    to -- and you -- and the village of -- you guys have to 



           22    tell them what we need.  I'm just part of it.  You guys 



           23    are younger than I am, so all of you need to say 



           24    something.  So I don't know what else to say.  



           25         So thank you.  If I hear something else -- if I -- if 
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            1    I think of something else, I'll say it.  



            2                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  One comment on top of 



            3    yours, Ida, I would like to see our old orange 



            4    streetlights back.  These new streetlights we have are not 



            5    good visibility to see polar bears walking through town, 



            6    and that's regular.  We need our old lights back.  I don't 



            7    know if that comes from the oil money, from the borough.  



            8    That's one -- one on top of Ida's.  



            9                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  I forgot one other 



           10    thing.  We need more airlines.  Our airlines -- and then 



           11    when the airlines do get filled up and everything, our 



           12    stores are hurting.  That -- that impacts our way of 



           13    living in our community because we end up with no milk, no 



           14    cereal, you know.  Stuff -- vegetables, fresh vegetables.  



           15    When you order fresh vegetables, they are so rotten when 



           16    they come in, it's pathetic.  So anything else you guys 



           17    want to say?  Go for it.  



           18                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  More airlines.  



           19    Agree.  



           20                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  And we also need to get 



           21    an impact on -- alcohol and drugs will be flowing in.  We 



           22    know that.  So if there is a -- I know the North Slope 



           23    Borough needs help with the police department and whatnot, 



           24    but we need help.  It will flow in, the drugs, alcohol.  



           25    It's always here.  But we need better improvements on how 
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            1    to keep it out of here.  



            2                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  We would like to see 



            3    a terminal at our airport.



            4                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  I think I have a big one 



            5    where we are talking about the gas line from Point Thomson 



            6    to here, but that's not only the biggest one.  The biggest 



            7    one is we need better information about the rifles and 



            8    hunting stuff that the hunters have when they are going 



            9    hunting in between -- how far can you hunt from certain 



           10    areas of the oil and gas place?  That needs to be set.  



           11    And our clinic needs improvements.  I know there are some 



           12    areas in it that needs help.  Our fire department is new, 



           13    just about, but it also needs help.  



           14         And the improvements in the water plant.  Lately our 



           15    generators have been going out.  I don't know if it's a 



           16    new part of the generation or not or the generator or not, 



           17    but it's -- we need many new things.  Senior center.  And 



           18    I don't know.  



           19         There is ways to get funding for these, and I know 



           20    the oil and gas people will listen.  They can hear us.  



           21    And you guys need to say something about this.  Please.  



           22    Thank you.  



           23                    MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  My name is Robert 



           24    Thompson.  I've lived here for more than 30 years.  I have 



           25    a concern if this were to happen, where will we be able to 
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            1    do our subsistence hunting?  We are guaranteed those 



            2    rights under ANILCA.  Nobody has told me so far if we will 



            3    be able to hunt in this proposed oil field.  That has got 



            4    to be decided because that is what we are guaranteed by 



            5    another law.  



            6         I'd like to know about what they are going to do with 



            7    Veteran's allotments.  Senator Murkowski has a bill to 



            8    allow Veterans that's hurt in Vietnam to get allotments 



            9    within this area.  I'd like to know if that's included 



           10    with this because this is a new thing after her bill -- it 



           11    hasn't been passed yet, but it's pending.  



           12         I believe we should have Environmental Impact 



           13    Statement to include human health.  In other places they 



           14    haven't did that.  When they have a mishap and something 



           15    happens, the oil companies will say, we don't know what -- 



           16    what those people's health were.  They have an increase in 



           17    respiratory problems in Nuiqsut.  The oil companies will 



           18    say, well, they smoke too many cigarettes.  We shouldn't 



           19    have to have that happen here.  Before this starts they 



           20    should determine what our health concerns are and a 



           21    baseline of everybody here.  Their health should be 



           22    inventoried so when later on you get a spill or emissions, 



           23    they can't come back and say, well, you smoke too much.  



           24         There is communities in this world where people don't 



           25    live to be old because of the pollution.  There is a place 
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            1    in Canada, they don't have any elders, there is so much 



            2    pollution.  That could happen here.  What's happened in 



            3    Prudhoe, you go into one small area, they say this is 



            4    environmentally good.  It's okay.  The next year it's 



            5    another one.  Pretty soon you have 1,000 square miles with 



            6    industrial activity.  



            7         I don't know that there is a baseline here to 



            8    determine air quality, but that is important before you 



            9    start.  Shell Oil already got called on that with 



           10    emissions for their drill fleet.  So this is very 



           11    important.  I don't think anybody can argue with it.  And 



           12    I think the people that are proposing it because they are 



           13    interested in the money, should support this also because 



           14    we all need to be concerned about health.  And if it gets 



           15    adversely affected, it's got to be able to -- we can prove 



           16    it, not that we are smoking too much.  



           17         And I'd like to see some something related to 



           18    cumulative impacts.  There again, we have had these 



           19    industrial activities.  I've seen black smoke come through 



           20    here from the Prudhoe Bay area.  Nobody is monitoring 



           21    these permits.  So we have got to be very sure that there 



           22    are people to monitor every permit that's put out.  And we 



           23    should have people here trained to know that.  I mean, 



           24    this -- this is going on.  We can't just have them doing 



           25    it their way.  That's been going on a lot.  
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            1         Previously there was offshore wells drilled.  Nobody 



            2    here knew about it.  And once we know, then we can do 



            3    something, but we definitely have to have somebody here 



            4    knowledgeable to monitor what is going on.  



            5         Okay.  Another concern I have is that the private 



            6    holdings, which are considerable, the holdings of Arctic 



            7    Slope Regional Corporation are held to the same standard 



            8    as everyone else.  They can't be having their own 



            9    environmental issues.  It's got to be consistent with the 



           10    larger plan.  That's a concern because they might say it's 



           11    private land, we can do it our way, but they still have to 



           12    have -- allow monitoring and some oversight on this 



           13    because they are going to be part of this, and the 



           14    industrial pollution that could come up there has got to 



           15    be consistent with what's acceptable for human health.  



           16         I'd like to see a timeline on this.  It seems like 



           17    this is just moving along to get this done before Trump 



           18    gets out of office so we can approve all of this.  I don't 



           19    know.  It just seems to me it should be a longer timeline 



           20    for study or comments.  



           21         And the fact that the baseline study was done 30 



           22    years ago, that should be given serious consideration 



           23    because now we don't have any more musk ox.  The polar 



           24    bear are in peril.  There should be concern about these 



           25    animals.  The polar bear, by some studies, could be 
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            1    extinct in my lifetime, and there may be two musk ox left.  



            2         So these things have got to be addressed.  And with 



            3    more than -- every endangered or threatened species should 



            4    have a serious review.  You have got 19 endangered or 



            5    threatened species.  Every one has to be addressed, not -- 



            6    I asked about -- before about the ivory gull.  Oh, we will 



            7    have a biologist make a report on it.  That's not 



            8    sufficient because they don't know what's causing the 



            9    decline.  So if there is a decline in some of these 



           10    animals, they have got to determine why and how to address 



           11    it to mitigate it.  



           12         That's what the Environmental Protection Agency is 



           13    about and the Clean Air Act and the Clean Water Act.  The 



           14    Trump Administration is trying to do away with these.  



           15    These are what can determine how this is compatible with 



           16    us.  If we do away with all these protections, we don't 



           17    have anything.  I mean, that's what the goal is, it looks 



           18    like.  



           19         So these should be all out in the open.  It shouldn't 



           20    be do away with that Act so we can have our way.  That is 



           21    what the oil industry -- they are not honorable people.  



           22    They are not people.  They are just a for-profit 



           23    corporation, the same way with Arctic Slope Regional 



           24    Corporation.  They don't represent the people.  They 



           25    represent a corporation that is in business to make money.  
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            1    They have joint ventures at this moment with Chevron, 



            2    Texaco and British Petroleum.  



            3         So they should not be considered a voice of the 



            4    people here in Kaktovik.  They surely have a right to 



            5    speak, but it should be very clear who they are speaking 



            6    for.  I don't want that corporation to speak for me.  I'm 



            7    not part of it.  But they have a tendency to do that.  So 



            8    that should be very clear in any of these activities who 



            9    is presenting it and for what, because when you've got 



           10    for-profit corporations, their concerns are different than 



           11    a lot of the rest of us.  They are in the business of 



           12    making money, and some of these environmental issues just 



           13    get in the way.  



           14         So that's what I got to say now.  And I've probably 



           15    got a little bit more, but I'll come back.  Thank you.



           16                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  Thank you, Robert.  



           17                    MR. EDWARD REXFORD, SR.:  Okay.  My name 



           18    is Edward Rexford, Sr.  I'm the president of our tribal 



           19    government here.  Also the land manager for our local 



           20    corporation.  And I'm glad you folks made it in after 



           21    the -- our funeral, and I'm glad you accommodated our 



           22    community.  



           23         Our concerns, our tribe and our people here have been 



           24    put in a hard spot after PLO-82, which was a military 



           25    withdrawal of the Arctic, and that impacted our people 
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            1    where they had to prove independent use to be eligible for 



            2    a Native allotment.  And the date they used for our people 



            3    was 1934.  Remember, PLO-82 was in 1943.  So our people 



            4    here has been used and exploited not by, you know, our own 



            5    government.  It's been the Air Force with the three forced 



            6    relocations with no apology to this day.  



            7         Also medical experiments has been done on our people, 



            8    the iodine radiation experiments.  And the other villages 



            9    got compensated for being guinea pigs in that experiment, 



           10    but Kaktovik was left out.  It seems like our community is 



           11    always left out for justice and human rights activities 



           12    that happen in our area.  



           13         Unfortunately, we are here today to try to speak up 



           14    for our community and not let outside folks talk -- talk 



           15    about us and how we should be living.  It's been happening 



           16    far too long.  Our own government has faulted our people, 



           17    has abused our people.  



           18         So now we finally have permission to make money with 



           19    our own corporation lands.  Imagine that.  They -- after 



           20    land claims, all the corporations in Alaska.  Now, 



           21    Kaktovik, they left us out because the land exchange they 



           22    have.  Now we can finally develop our own corporation land 



           23    and make money out of our own property.  Now that the U.S. 



           24    is saying we can finally do this, now we have the other 



           25    side, the environmentalists, saying we can't do this.  
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            1    What's wrong with this picture?  Human rights violations.  



            2    Genocide.  



            3         I know I get riled up when this kind of meeting 



            4    happens, but a lot of folks don't know our history and 



            5    what our people have to go through, the sacrifices we had 



            6    to make for this country.  Now we are finally able to make 



            7    money from our own corporation property.  I think we have 



            8    lots of stuff that our community needs here.  



            9         There is a guide that's in this place that the city 



           10    did in collaborating with the tribe in the past to have a 



           11    say at what happens and what kind of development happens 



           12    here.  



           13         And a little history.  Our tribe, before land claims, 



           14    we had 23 million acres of land past the Canadian border 



           15    to the Continental Divide up to Prudhoe Bay.  After land 



           16    claims happened, what happened?  They gave us 92,000 



           17    acres.  Less than 000.1 percent.  I don't think that's 



           18    justice.  That's the greatest rip-off our government has 



           19    done to our people.  23 million acres.  All the minerals, 



           20    all the gold in the mountains, all the oil.  So they just 



           21    give us 92,000 acres.  



           22         Are we going to be used as pawns in the future, or 



           23    are we going to stand up for our people?  That's what it's 



           24    coming to.  We are put in a hard spot.  Our tribe, our 



           25    corporation, our city, we all have to work together to 
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            1    help our people.  



            2         And access to our Native allotment in-holdings, we 



            3    have in-holdings past the 1002, past the wilderness into 



            4    the refuge.  We will have to have access to our 



            5    in-holdings through the oil fields.  And that's a priority 



            6    that needs to be worked on.  



            7         And the other one is the village health assessment.  



            8    I'm glad Robert brought that up.  That's going to have to 



            9    be done so there won't be no excuses in the future.  And 



           10    we have to be involved in the process, the decisionmaking, 



           11    where the buffer zones are for our hunting areas, our 



           12    traditional land use areas.  They are all recorded.  And I 



           13    will be providing that for the record at a later date.  



           14         And also Fish & Wildlife Service, two people came in 



           15    the past to try to create the National Wildlife Refuge 



           16    here.  They adopted a city council and they told the 



           17    people here that it's to protect the caribou.  But they 



           18    didn't tell our people, the city council, that if it's a 



           19    wildlife refuge, our rights would be impacted.  Now the 



           20    wildlife refuge is putting restrictions on who can go, how 



           21    we can go to our property, by what means.  



           22         And also the closed state of allotments, I mentioned 



           23    that.  There's over 25 people here that were denied their 



           24    Native allotments. 



           25         And also our community is still waiting to hear about 
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            1    the impact aid that our community has been promised.  



            2    Hopefully we can see that coming in the future and 



            3    hopefully -- otherwise our community will be run over.  We 



            4    are going to need impact aid for the community.  And those 



            5    are very important.



            6         So I think we need to enter into a 



            7    government-to-government or a -- to manage the wildlife 



            8    refuge.  Other tribes can do it.  We are the only tribe in 



            9    the wildlife refuge here.  We need to be part of the 



           10    management system that are fighting our people.  We need 



           11    co-management for an equal voice.  



           12         And I'll be providing the list of names of the close 



           13    allotments that apply, the history of the access that was 



           14    promised to our people to the allotments with Fish & 



           15    Wildlife and the city's negotiations in the past.  All 



           16    that can be provided.  And the traditional land use areas 



           17    we use to subsist all the way into the mountains, that 



           18    also will be provided at a later date.  



           19         Thank you.  



           20                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  Thank you, Eddie.  



           21                    MS. ADRIENNE TITUS:  Hi, everyone.  



           22    (Speaking in Inupiaq.)  Before I get started, I just want 



           23    to look around the room and acknowledge each and every one 



           24    of you that are of this land, that are of this place.  I 



           25    acknowledge the trauma that you carry, the hurt that we 
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            1    have seen, our ancestors that are inside us.  I'm Inupiaq.  



            2    I was raised on the land.  You are my people.  



            3         This is really hard for me to get up here today 



            4    because I know that you guys want reparation.  I've seen 



            5    all of you before in Fairbanks.  I know that you want to 



            6    carry your people in a good way.  



            7         So who am I to get up and ask questions about 



            8    drilling or development, to challenge technology and 



            9    corporate efforts, to stand here and condemn oil companies 



           10    and Alaska Native corporations for desecrating the land?  



           11    But who am I not to ask these questions?  My grandchildren 



           12    depend on my voice and my legacy, my grandparents' legacy.  



           13    To not question the rules and the regulations put into 



           14    place that determine how clean the water and air are, but 



           15    in reality they are there to determine how dirty we can 



           16    make it before it's unsafe or unhealthy for consumption 



           17    for us all.  



           18         Alaska is 24th in the world when it comes to oil 



           19    reserves.  We have thousands of gallons discovered in 



           20    places that have already seen destruction, but restraint 



           21    is what we lack.  Another day, another dollar.  When did 



           22    we all become owners of the land?  It has always owned us.  



           23    We have always been indebted to the place that has kept 



           24    our people since time immemorial.  



           25         Who am I to question fake technology?  What part of 
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            1    the shaking the earth and drilling into the core, setting 



            2    seismic waves through the waters that scare the sacred 



            3    beings that give themselves to us, the beings that have 



            4    sustained our people of the north since time immemorial?  



            5    What part of seismic testing, digging and drilling makes 



            6    it safe or okay, not just for animals, but for us, for our 



            7    land.  



            8         Money is the end goal, not health or security for the 



            9    people of the north.  Who is to determine our wealth?  



           10    Poverty has only recently been introduced to the Native 



           11    communities.  For thousands of years people have subsisted 



           12    from the land and oceans and rivers of Alaska.  



           13         It was a hard life, but it had none of the 



           14    frustrations and stigmas of poverty.  For the people, we 



           15    were never poor.  Living from the land sustained life.  



           16    The sharing created a bond between people that helped 



           17    ensure survival.  Life was hard then, but people found 



           18    life satisfying.  Today it's getting easier, but it's no 



           19    longer satisfying.  Since when does one way of life have 



           20    to die so another can live?  



           21         In closing, I reiterate the words of Mary Ann Wharton 



           22    [ph].  I can't stress enough.  The cost of development is 



           23    the land.  No money can buy it back, can repair it to the 



           24    way it was before.  



           25         I ask that BLM conduct a human impact study, and the 
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            1    correlation with not just the land, but also the animals 



            2    that have been used for thousands of years to sustain our 



            3    relationship with our land.  I ask that the EIS be 



            4    completed in an entirety with the consideration of climate 



            5    change and how it has progressed twice as fast than the 



            6    rest of the world.  The stories that carry our 



            7    grandparents' legacies must not stop here with oil 



            8    derricks and pipelines.  



            9         I ask that you remember the struggle your people have 



           10    endured to get you this far and the fight that you have in 



           11    you to make reparations for the wrong that has been done 



           12    and end the cycle of colonization and assimilation that 



           13    has individualized our once intergenerational homes and 



           14    communities.  Our children and their children depend on 



           15    us.  



           16         I ask that you continue in the way of your ancestors 



           17    and defend all that is sacred, the sacred things that have 



           18    sustained indigenous people since time immemorial:  The 



           19    land, the water, the animals.  Please remember your sacred 



           20    duty to take care of yourselves because those people that 



           21    live inside of you must live on for tens of thousands of 



           22    years.  Long after we join our ancestors, our descendants 



           23    will.  We want to be remembered as good ancestors.  Our 



           24    people have worked together to make our communities thrive 



           25    for thousands of years.  I encourage each and every one of 
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            1    you to take those thoughts with you as I leave this 



            2    meeting today.  Keep in mind that oil dispersement 



            3    chemicals don't work in Arctic waters, that the closest 



            4    rescue center is over 1,000 nautical miles away, and that 



            5    even when a murder occurs in our villages, or when there 



            6    are things that we need immediate response for, it takes 



            7    days on end for one person.  Think about what's going to 



            8    happen to this land if there is an oil spill and the 



            9    response that's going to come along with it.  



           10         I feel this place.  I got off the plane yesterday, 



           11    and I could feel the air and the land and people, the 



           12    ancestors that live here.  I hope that you keep that all 



           13    in mind as well as you continue on with this, whatever 



           14    decisions that you make.  



           15         Quyana.  



           16                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  Thank you for that 



           17    message.  May I ask where you are from?  



           18                    MS. ADRIENNE TITUS:  Unalakleet.  My 



           19    grandparents are Alma and Roland Ivanoff and Jenny and 



           20    Charlie Blatchford.  



           21                    MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  Okay.  I'd like to 



           22    bring up one more point.  On this issue presented that we 



           23    have to do this oil development in the 1002 because we 



           24    have such a strong need for it, I know of 90 billion 



           25    barrels of oil on the North Slope separate from the 
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            1    refuge.  They have only extracted 17 billion in 40 years.  



            2    So there is plenty of oil.  There is foothills.  Headlines 



            3    say 17 billion barrels.  There's 12 billion more in 



            4    Prudhoe beach.  It goes on.  They haven't even started on 



            5    the petroleum reserve, which I'd rather they didn't 



            6    extract that, but it's available, separate from the Arctic 



            7    Refuge.  



            8         So what is driving this is some corporations that see 



            9    the need for making more money.  But I think some of the 



           10    things that a lot of us care for is, you know, to keep it 



           11    as is.  



           12         So I think as part of this environmental assessment, 



           13    Frank Murkowski said, do not be misinformed.  Let's honor 



           14    that and determine if there is, in fact, possibly 90 



           15    billion barrels that can be extracted without going into 



           16    the refuge.  That is one of the facts that should be out 



           17    there because everybody is acting like this is the last 



           18    oil we have got.  We will be riding bicycles if we don't 



           19    develop.  We can use this to help Shishmaref.  All kinds 



           20    of things are attributed to this little bit of oil here, 



           21    but there is plenty of oil in other places.  In the state 



           22    of Alaska, I believe the foothills, I think that belongs 



           23    to the State.  So it would probably be in their better 



           24    interest to exploit -- I don't say develop.  I say 



           25    exploit.  It's more of a correct term.  
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            1         But those are the things that should be looked at to 



            2    see if this is actually necessary to extract this.  



            3    Because we should know that the next step is offshore.  If 



            4    they get a foothold onshore, Shell Oil has leases offshore 



            5    here towards the Canadian border.  When they asked Frank 



            6    Murkowski why they weren't -- and the State of Alaska has 



            7    got land, that they could not develop because the Arctic 



            8    Refuge is not developed.  If they develop the refuge, it's 



            9    going to be a pipeline to accommodate the offshore 



           10    interests.  That's a fact.  Frank Murkowski again said, 



           11    when he was asked why didn't the state leases sell, when 



           12    we get ANWR they will.  



           13         So the people who value whaling, give that very 



           14    serious thought why we should allow this because it is a 



           15    stepping stone to offshore.  



           16         I don't think they really care about 10,000 Native 



           17    people on the North Slope.  There is people in this world 



           18    that would run right over us, and if they can make money 



           19    offshore, that is what will happen.  So those of us that 



           20    value whaling, we ought to take that into consideration.  



           21         And if this oil is told to go ahead, could they put 



           22    in a stipulation that they will not go offshore?  That 



           23    would probably appease some people.  Not me.  I don't want 



           24    to see any of it.  We got along for 10-, 12,000 years 



           25    without this oil, and I'm sure we can keep on without it.  
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            1    So I hope this is considered by the Environmental Impact 



            2    Statement.  



            3                    MR. DENNIS STACEY:  Is there a sign-up 



            4    list for the remarks?  



            5                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Nope.  It's just 



            6    whoever wants to come up.  There has been some great 



            7    testimony already.



            8                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  I'm going to say 



            9    something again.  Ida Angasan, NVK.  Thank you, this lady 



           10    from Unalakleet, for what you said.  I appreciate that.  



           11         I'm looking at bullet No. 7, for instance, require 



           12    that those who buy leases in 1002 are required to attend 



           13    cultural and environmental seminar by Kaktovikmiut.  How 



           14    about it says "mandatory"?  We hear mandatory many times 



           15    from all the other organizations.  I think instead of 



           16    saying "require," we should say "mandatory."  They have to 



           17    come here to listen to us first.  Those that are buying 



           18    the leases in the 1002 area, they have to be mandated.  



           19         And I also have one more.  No. 10, community trails, 



           20    the campsites, subsistence use sites by the community of 



           21    Kaktovik should be identified and protected in the EIS.  



           22    And should -- where it says "should," it should be 



           23    "mandated."  Should be mandated.  "Should" should be taken 



           24    out of there and say "will not be included in the lease 



           25    sales."  Protected in the EIS and mandate not to be 
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            1    included in the lease sales.  Those are Native allotments 



            2    many of us have.  



            3         And that's -- that's what I have to say right now.  I 



            4    just want to say mandate.  Those are not required.  



            5    Mandate them.  Everybody else says it, you know.  We need 



            6    to start looking out for ourselves.  This is Kaktovikmiut.  



            7    We live here.  But we also have to be responsible for our 



            8    being in Kaktovik, our whaling, our hunting, our fishing.  



            9    We have to be responsible for everything that we have and 



           10    own in Kaktovik ourselves.  Be responsible for yourself, 



           11    your parents, your children, your grandchildren.  Be good 



           12    to one another.  



           13         Quyanaq.  



           14                    MR. DENNIS STACEY:  Good evening.  My 



           15    name's Dennis Stacey.  I'm currently working and living 



           16    here in Kaktovik.  I'm a long-term resident of Alaska.  



           17    Been a 40-year resident.  I've worked in resource 



           18    development across Alaska in many places in mining and oil 



           19    and gas, and frankly I think that we can have a win/win 



           20    situation with the development of the 1002 area.  KIC and 



           21    ASRC are major stakeholders within the 1002 area.  And I 



           22    think that they are generally in favor of development.  



           23         In Petroleum News last week I saw that ASRC and KIC 



           24    have committed to a 3-D seismic survey of the area over a 



           25    couple of winters.  So that tells me they are interested.  
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            1    But there is also a provision of Alaska Native Claims 



            2    Settlement Act, 7(i) provision, that mandates sharing 



            3    revenues from natural resource development with other 



            4    Native corporations.  NANA has done this with Red Dog.  



            5    Sealaska did it with their timber.  And I think other 



            6    Native corporations have done it, also.  



            7         But oil development has brought prosperity to Alaska 



            8    and to a lot of the communities, such as Barrow and 



            9    Nuiqsut where I've worked.  And I think it can be 



           10    beneficial nearby here, too.  



           11         There was a lot of concern that the development of 



           12    the North Slope oil fields would harm the caribou, and I 



           13    believe caribou have thrived alongside the oil 



           14    development.  It has not destroyed the caribou.  



           15         A couple of winters ago I worked on the Point Thomson 



           16    project and saw lots of caribou there, and we also saw a 



           17    lot of wolves that spring in 2016.  But there have been a 



           18    variety of habitat enhancement projects that I think can 



           19    happen here if the stipulations within the refuge permit 



           20    it.  



           21         For example, with the ASRC mine site, a million acres 



           22    of overburden was stripped a couple winters ago and put 



           23    back into the pit to reclaim it.  But that kind of a hill, 



           24    in my experience, has been real beneficial for caribou in 



           25    summertime to get up on those hills to get out of the bugs 
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            1    and get some wind.  And I think that a variety of habitat 



            2    enhancements like that could be very possible to do; 



            3    fisheries enhancements from gravel pits and also waterfowl 



            4    enhancements, too.  And perhaps off-site mitigation 



            5    outside the refuge and compensation for harm to wetlands 



            6    there.  



            7         But my understanding is that the direct impact to the 



            8    land would be 2,000 acres or less.  And with directional 



            9    drilling, a lot of development can take place from very 



           10    isolated pads.  And the oil fields I've worked in, such as 



           11    Alpine, have a real high environmental threshold for 



           12    maintaining the land.  And the stipulations in 1002 area 



           13    should be every bit as strict, if not more so, than the 



           14    NPR-A.  



           15         Anyway, I think it can be a win/win.  And what we are 



           16    here for tonight, as I understand it, is we are taking 



           17    comments on what should be concerned or considered in your 



           18    EIS.  And so these are some of the things that I've 



           19    thought of.  And I have some written comments, but I don't 



           20    have them ready to submit tonight.  So I'll be sending 



           21    those in.



           22         Anyway, thank you for coming to Kaktovik, and 



           23    appreciate that.  



           24                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Thank you.  



           25                    MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  I'd like to comment 
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            1    on the gentleman's statement.  He talked about 7(i).  The 



            2    corporation, when they acquired it, excluded 7(i).  So you 



            3    are wrong about 7(i) being -- just getting shared wealth 



            4    with the rest of the state, Natives.  And also concerning 



            5    the environment, I've seen changes made to requirements.  



            6    Like for ice roads, the climate is getting warmer, so they 



            7    changed the standard.  There's industrial people that work 



            8    in the oil field lobbying and got it changed.  It's going 



            9    to change some more, and they will change it again.  



           10         Now they are talking about snow roads.  I don't know 



           11    what they are and I don't know if they have been proven to 



           12    work anywhere.  But they want to be able to get access to 



           13    this, and they don't really care if they have to do 



           14    something.  They are talking about -- is there enough 



           15    water for ice roads?  They can't use ocean water.  So that 



           16    is something that's got to be addressed.  In the 



           17    Environmental Impact Statement, can they do what they 



           18    propose?  I brought this up at a previous meeting.  They 



           19    said, oh, we will just build snow fences.  We'll melt the 



           20    snow and make ice roads.  That's never been done.  But 



           21    they will tell us that just to get their foot in the door 



           22    and get what they want.  



           23         And we want to be very careful because they are in 



           24    the business of making money, not doing what's right for 



           25    all of us.  







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        44







            1         So these environmental rules and regulations and 



            2    things, procedures, have got to be watched because 



            3    industry, they'll do as little as they can to get by.  



            4         I've seen presentations by how this oil industry 



            5    operates in other countries.  South America, they have no 



            6    concerns.  There will be flaring going on in the middle of 



            7    villages with kids playing around it.  Pipes will be 



            8    laying on the ground.  We have it a little better than 



            9    that.  People fault the environmental community, but it's 



           10    because people are watching them.  



           11         When I first came here, the seismic was going on 



           12    offshore.  We didn't know what it was.  We would hear 



           13    sonic booms out there.  They are going to do it their way 



           14    as much as they can, so people here better be aware and be 



           15    able to be knowledgeable in how to -- how to watch them 



           16    and what to watch and be there to do it.  If they are 40 



           17    miles out there somewhere, we don't see it.  So there 



           18    better be some people here to get training to watch 



           19    industrial activity because -- 



           20         Okay.  All the permits that they do on the North 



           21    Slope are done with -- with permits.  They get permits for 



           22    that.  But they don't have people to monitor their 



           23    permits.  So every permit that they have here should have 



           24    somebody from -- the State or wherever allows the permit 



           25    to happen, they should have somebody there watching to 
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            1    make sure they do it.  Like flaring is not supposed to be 



            2    going on.  They do it as much as they feel like because 



            3    there is nobody there.  When Hickel was governor, people 



            4    started to try and enforce these regulations.  They just 



            5    fired the people.  



            6         So we have got to be careful that whatever 



            7    environmental regulations and rules, that there is a way 



            8    people here could know that they are being followed 



            9    because before they do something, they have got to have 



           10    those permits.  But they disregard them in many cases.  



           11    Every time I've gone by Badami, there is flaring going on.  



           12    When I went through Badami, I stopped there, and they 



           13    asked me, do you have firearms or alcohol.  I said, I have 



           14    a firearm.  He said, well, I have to take it.  



           15         So when you talk about a benign landholder, and when 



           16    they assert their right with security people and emphasize 



           17    this is our area, we got control of it, well, that gets a 



           18    little -- I get tired of that.  I live here.  I shouldn't 



           19    have security people telling me what to do.  I've heard 



           20    people in this village say we can sneak around; they won't 



           21    catch us.  We shouldn't have to sneak around.  We should 



           22    have the right to go wherever we always did and that 



           23    should be entered into this Environmental Impact Statement 



           24    because that seriously affects us if we can't.  



           25         And I also have concerns related to why BLM is 
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            1    handling this rather than Fish & Wildlife.  I've dealt 



            2    with Fish & Wildlife, and I don't know how that's going to 



            3    change.  Maybe you can address how this will change now 



            4    that we have a new person -- new agency administrating 



            5    this land that we live on.  So that's got to be -- just so 



            6    we know.  If I want to get a permit to operate in a refuge 



            7    and BLM is now handling it, what's going to change, you 



            8    know?  There's a lot of things we need to know.  



            9         Thank you.  



           10                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  Can I ask you to 



           11    reintroduce yourself, your name and who you are with?  



           12                    MR. DENNIS STACEY:  Yes.  My name is 



           13    Dennis Stacey.  I'm here representing myself.  I'm 



           14    currently working for UIC Science here on the remediation 



           15    project at the hangar, but they have no input in what I'm 



           16    saying here.  My employer is elsewhere on the North Slope 



           17    within AFC and Nanuq and Houston Contracting.  



           18         But the gentleman brought up the snow roads, and I 



           19    can speak to that from firsthand experience.  Ice roads 



           20    were built to the end of ConocoPhillips' drilling areas 



           21    last winter, and then there was a snow road built all the 



           22    way to Barrow to provide overland access beyond there.  



           23    But the villagers in Nuiqsut have used the ice roads going 



           24    into Nuiqsut and the Colville River ice bridge for many 



           25    years now.  So they have overland access through the 
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            1    winter to get heavy supplies and things into the village 



            2    for building and other things.  



            3         ConocoPhillips also brought in natural gas for the 



            4    village.  The village of Barrow enjoys natural gas from 



            5    the Barrow gas field.  Most villages don't have that.  



            6    Fuel is very expensive.  I know it's extraordinarily 



            7    expensive around here.  You are at the end of a very long 



            8    logistic chain.  



            9         But I think it would be possible to have snow roads 



           10    coming in here, too, in the winter from the ice roads that 



           11    would be brought into the 1002 area, but I have no input 



           12    on that.  But I don't see why it wouldn't be possible.  



           13    But the North Slope Borough is the administrator for a lot 



           14    of these permits, and they go out and inspect the 



           15    reclamation at the end of the season.  They inspect the 



           16    ice roads and gravel pits.  ASRC sold a lot of gravel to 



           17    ConocoPhillips for their project, for example.  



           18         Anyway, I think it's a beneficial thing.  There is 



           19    local employment for people in the village there.  But 



           20    these are things for you to have input on.  



           21         I'm a visitor here, although I am working here and 



           22    living here at the present time.  But I'm also in Alaska, 



           23    and Alaska would benefit from development within ANWR.  I 



           24    think that's a true thing.  So the question is, can we do 



           25    the development in a way that doesn't hurt the 
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            1    environment, is good for the local communities and Alaska 



            2    in general, and provides more energy security for the 



            3    United States, also.  



            4         So anyway, these are reasonable questions, and people 



            5    can have differences of opinion about them.  But it's 



            6    worth keeping an open mind on these things, but certainly 



            7    have reasonable stipulations to protect your interests 



            8    here, too.  You are the local stakeholders.  You are the 



            9    local village.  So your input here -- BLM is here because 



           10    they administer the mineral estate for the federal 



           11    government.  The Fish & Wildlife Service does not do that.  



           12    So that's the reason BLM is here taking these comments 



           13    because they are the leasing agency.  



           14                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  Have they selected 



           15    any potential sites where they want to develop at?  What 



           16    I'm getting at is I'm concerned about our coastal access 



           17    for hunting caribou in a boat.  There are safe, sheltered 



           18    places where we can park, and there's places we can't park 



           19    because of the ocean waves.  



           20                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So that's the kind of 



           21    input we are looking for.  Those are the specific type of 



           22    comments and concerns that would be really helpful for us 



           23    to know about.  So we haven't made any decisions.



           24                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  Okay.  Right offhand 



           25    the one I'm thinking about is our POWD area to our 
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            1    Kanniniivik area.  That's our coastal hunting from the 



            2    boast.  It's a safe shelter where we can land.  Campsite.  



            3                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So we have some maps 



            4    outside the room.  When we are done, it would be helpful 



            5    if you could mark that on the map.



            6                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  Eddie has got his 



            7    maps here.  



            8         Another one to think about is our akpik place, where 



            9    going to pick our akpiks.



           10                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  Berries.



           11                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Please, if there is 



           12    other people that want to come up and speak, I mean, we 



           13    are hear to listen.  So we are all ears.  And we have 



           14    appreciated everybody that shared information with us 



           15    tonight.  It is extremely helpful.  



           16                     MR. GLEN SOLOMON:  Hello.  I'm Glen, Glen 



           17    Solomon, resident of Kaktovik, whaling captain, and also 



           18    ASRC representative for our village, for my people.  We 



           19    have been fighting over this for over 40 years to develop 



           20    on our own land.  We have been surrounded by federal and 



           21    State land, and all we could do is just look at our land; 



           22    no development, no nothing.  And here everybody get a 



           23    chance to develop on their land like the Gwich'in people.  



           24    They leased out 180,000 of their acres for oil and gas 



           25    lease on the Eagle Plains, and caribou migrate through 
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            1    there, through the Eagle Plains and also through the -- 



            2    what is the Dempster Highway that they have.  



            3         And we just want to have a chance at the table where 



            4    we could develop our resources to make profit, to make 



            5    profit off our land like everybody else.  Like they got 



            6    trees and everything like that.  What we got?  We just got 



            7    the minerals that's in the ground, and that will build 



            8    infrastructure for our people, that create jobs for our 



            9    people, and also dividends for our people.  



           10         So it will really help our people out a lot because, 



           11    you know, what we use for whaling, we use gas and oil.  



           12    What we use to go hunt caribou, we use gas and oil.  So we 



           13    have this right to develop on our own land like everybody 



           14    else has the right on their land.  We have the right to 



           15    develop on our land, also.  



           16         Thank you.  



           17                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  My name's Charles 



           18    Lampe.  I'm also a whaling captain.  I grew up with Glen.  



           19    I grew up with everybody here.  I'd like to thank the BLM 



           20    for coming and listening to the voice of Kaktovik because 



           21    a lot of times the voice of Kaktovik, the people here from 



           22    Kaktovik, gets overshadowed and overlooked by louder 



           23    voices, from environmental groups, from people that 



           24    haven't stepped foot, spent one day here in Kaktovik, that 



           25    know what the people need, that know what our lives are, 
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            1    that what we go through every year, every day, daily life.  



            2    Live one winter here and you will see exactly how hard our 



            3    life is.  You have no idea.  



            4         More people walk into a MacDonald's in Anchorage in 



            5    one week than will ever set foot up here in ANWR, but the 



            6    environmentalists want to praise it as this great place 



            7    that should never be touched.  We touch it.  We go up 



            8    there.  We are the ones who hunt.  We are the ones who 



            9    live.  Our family, our ancestors lived up there.  They 



           10    taught us respect for the land.  They taught us respect 



           11    for everybody else, our family people, that come in, the 



           12    whales that we catch, the fish that we eat.  



           13         Roland, you go out, you hunt.  Glen, you go out, you 



           14    hunt, you feed our entire community.  And we are blessed 



           15    with that.  But we have people that are not from here, 



           16    from different states, from different countries, from 



           17    Washington, D.C., from governments down here in Alaska 



           18    that tell us what we can and cannot do on our land.  That 



           19    isn't right.  It's been like that for far too long.  



           20         I love our land.  I love our community.  I love the 



           21    way of our life, but I talk to people like Isaac, like 



           22    Ida's father.  He -- he tells people about how hard it 



           23    used to be, about how, you know, he had to get his own 



           24    wood.  How hard it is just to even get water, keep 



           25    yourself warm in the wintertime.  He says he wouldn't want 
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            1    to go back to that.  You know, that way of life was hard.  



            2         What we have now, we have to develop.  That's the way 



            3    we were taught.  We use what we have to make our lives 



            4    better.  And we love our land.  There is nobody that can 



            5    tell you different.  



            6         And you know, the biggest thing that I want to get in 



            7    this EIS is the impact of our community, of our people.  



            8    You know, since the Air Force has been here, I mean, for 



            9    the last, what, 70 years or so, I mean, we have seen an 



           10    uprise in cancer.  And you know, I mean, they dumped drums 



           11    and stuff.  We have no idea what they are.  And on our 



           12    beaches, on our shores, they displaced our village 



           13    numerous times, no -- no apologies, no, you know, I'm 



           14    sorry, no reparations.  But we live with that.  We have 



           15    thrived through that.  



           16         I have seen -- you know, my kids, I have a 



           17    three-year-old and a 13-year-old.  And I moved out for a 



           18    few years, and I moved back here after my daughter was 



           19    born because I want this to be the place where she grows 



           20    up because I know she's safe here.  Her family is here.  



           21    Her grandpa is here.  All of us, you know, we live 



           22    together.  We watch out for each other.  



           23         People talk about the bears, put more emphasis that 



           24    the bears are more -- more important than we are, the 



           25    people, you know, and that isn't true.  I mean, the bears 
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            1    didn't start really coming around -- I remember when I was 



            2    a kid, we would play out all the time, and we didn't have 



            3    a care in the world about a bear, but now, you know, we 



            4    have polar bear patrol looking out for bears and, you 



            5    know, I mean, it's like kind of a nuisance for us, but -- 



            6         You know, we have people coming in that -- in the 



            7    summertime that -- people and families used to be able to 



            8    go out and if they needed to make money and they had a 



            9    boat, they were able to take people out and show them the 



           10    bears, make a little money for their family, but because 



           11    of regulations there is, I think, five people now, if I'm 



           12    correct -- five or six people now that have licenses to 



           13    take people out to view bears that -- you know, I mean, 



           14    they have a monopoly on it, and there is nothing that 



           15    anybody else can do.  You know, that provided money for a 



           16    lot of families here that weren't able to work or get jobs 



           17    from the borough or KIC.  



           18         And I mean, I know it's hard sometimes to get by.  



           19    And that's why we help each other.  That's why we hunt.  



           20    That's why we fish.  You know, if anybody needs help, I 



           21    mean, we are a community.  We are a family.  We help each 



           22    other.  



           23         I have been a KIC board member.  Unfortunately our 



           24    past president, Phillip Tikluk, Jr., passed away.  And I 



           25    was on the board before him, and I got -- I got voted out, 
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            1    which was fine with me.  And the board brought me back, 



            2    and it was an honor to come back in his position.  



            3         And I know how much he fought for this.  I mean, I 



            4    went in meetings with him.  I was part of the AIO group, 



            5    the Arctic Inupiaq Offshore group, and part of a voice 



            6    with Phillip.  And he was so adamant about us being able 



            7    to develop our land, to use our land, to use what, you 



            8    know, the government gave us that was already ours, but 



            9    after they gave it to us, they were like, well, you can't 



           10    do anything with it because it's a refuge now, so you 



           11    can't drill on your land.  You can't, you know, make a 



           12    pipeline.  You can't do anything with your land.  You 



           13    can't even go on your land with a four-wheeler in the 



           14    summertime because it's protected, because it's a wildlife 



           15    refuge.  



           16         You know, that seeing that and hearing that -- we 



           17    see, like, Nuiqsut, we see other places like Barrow and, 



           18    you know, anywhere else down in the Lower 48, they don't 



           19    tell you you can't do this to your land.  They don't -- 



           20    they might with some things, but I mean, like, with us, we 



           21    have never had the opportunity to develop what is ours.  



           22    We have had so much taken away from us that finally we 



           23    have hope that we can do something.  We can make something 



           24    of our land.  



           25         I've worked in the oil field before.  I've seen 
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            1    Prudhoe.  I've seen how clustered and everything it is.  



            2    I've worked in Alpine.  I know how it's spaced out.  



            3    Directional drilling is way less of a footprint.  It's the 



            4    safety and the environmental aspect of it is a lot more 



            5    strenuous than it has been or ever was in the past.  



            6         And there is going to be an impact no matter what, 



            7    but we can make sure that us as a community, the people of 



            8    Kaktovik -- not anyone else, not people from Fairbanks, 



            9    not people from Anchorage, not people from other 



           10    villages should be able to come in and tell us, the people 



           11    of Kaktovik, what we can or can't do with our land.  They 



           12    have no say in it.  They shouldn't, you know; but they do.  



           13    Because of the media, because of other publications, 



           14    because of environmental groups, because of government 



           15    issues, our voice is -- is drowned out.  And I'm just glad 



           16    that you guys actually came up and gave people the 



           17    opportunity to speak.  And we have people here from other 



           18    places that don't live here that came up here just to 



           19    speak against this.  



           20         And you know, I respect that, but you don't live 



           21    here.  You know, this isn't where you live your whole 



           22    life.  This isn't where you spend your winters.  This 



           23    isn't where you raise your kids.  This isn't -- you are 



           24    going to get on a plane, you are going to leave, and then 



           25    what?  You can go to a store.  You can buy a loaf of 
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            1    bread.  You can buy a gallon of milk.  



            2         Our store went without eggs, milk, bread; essentials, 



            3    you know, things for weeks, you know, on end because we 



            4    have one airline that can't fly it up.  Or during the 



            5    wintertime we get storms and they can't get planes in 



            6    here.  We don't have a road system.  We don't have a barge 



            7    system.  Even in the wintertime, I've advocated for an ice 



            8    road just so we can get supplies here during the 



            9    wintertime when a plane can't come in or when stuff isn't 



           10    able to be transported here and make it a little bit 



           11    easier.  



           12         But it's kind of nerve-wracking coming up here.  I 



           13    mean, I love my hometown.  I love my people.  I love my 



           14    family.  I love all -- you know, it's just finally being 



           15    able to have the opportunity to develop land that is ours 



           16    and making sure that we have a say in it, you know, not 



           17    everybody else.  It isn't everybody else.  It should be 



           18    us.  We have a say.  We should work side by side with the 



           19    oil companies, with the government to make sure that our 



           20    land is protected, to make sure that in every way possible 



           21    our environment is protected, our animals are protected.  



           22         And not only that, but the way of life that we live, 



           23    hunting.  We shouldn't be forced not -- I mean, there is 



           24    going to be certain spots -- like with a pipeline going 



           25    in, there's going to be certain spots where we can't hunt.  
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            1    With drill pads, there are going to be certain 



            2    restrictions about firearms around it.  And that's fine, 



            3    just as long as we are able to go where we need to go to 



            4    hunt.  



            5         I mean, my sister worked in Deadhorse for a long 



            6    time, and she was able to trap foxes and things there to 



            7    make hats and everything.  And she spent more than half 



            8    her life there working.  And you know, I mean, people in 



            9    Nuiqsut, they still hunt, they still get caribou, they 



           10    still get wolverines, they get wolves.  



           11         With the right -- with the right -- what's the word 



           12    I'm looking for -- with the right arrangement and the 



           13    right opportunities to work hand in hand with the oil 



           14    companies and the government and, you know, BLM and the 



           15    Fish & Wildlife Service, to make sure that our voice is 



           16    heard, that Kaktovik's voice is heard.  



           17         Barter Island, this is where we live.  This is our 



           18    hometown.  This is going to affect us.  It's not going to 



           19    affect -- it might be sad that ANWR is open.  It might be 



           20    sad that there is an oil rig there.  But if you live 



           21    someplace else, you get on a plane or you see it on TV, it 



           22    doesn't affect you.  It might affect your emotions, but it 



           23    doesn't affect you.  It affects us.  It affects our 



           24    children.  It affects me.  It affects my future.  It 



           25    affects their future.  
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            1         And after everything is said and done, all the oil is 



            2    gone, you know, we will be there to make sure that 



            3    everything is cleaned up.  We will be there to make sure 



            4    that everything is tried to put back the way it was 



            5    because no matter what anybody says, we love our land.  We 



            6    respect our land.  And we don't want to see it hurt, but 



            7    we need to come together to make sure that we are heard.  



            8         And thank you again for letting us -- but like I 



            9    said, the main thing is we need a health study, a 



           10    baseline, to make sure what kind of impacts we have, you 



           11    know.  



           12         And I guess that's it.  So thank you again for coming 



           13    and listening to us.  



           14                    MR. JOE BALASH:  So why don't we take a 



           15    five-minute break and stretch our legs a little bit, maybe 



           16    get some fresh air.  And we will come back and see who 



           17    else might want to say something.  



           18               (A break was taken.)



           19                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Okay.  We're going to 



           20    go ahead and get started again.  I just want to remind 



           21    people, this is your opportunity to share with us.  



           22    Everybody has shared some really great comments.  We want 



           23    to continue to hear them.  Please feel free to come up and 



           24    speak.  Don't be shy.  So the floor is open again.  So if 



           25    you want to come up and talk, we are here to listen.  
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            1                    MR. JOE BALASH:  So one of the things that 



            2    was part of the legislation that authorized the leasing 



            3    program was a limitation on the number of surface acres 



            4    that can be disturbed for drilling pads, for pipelines and 



            5    potentially roads.  And I've had conversations with Mayor 



            6    Brower in Utqiagvik about the ASTAR program and the desire 



            7    on the part of folks to start looking at year-round gravel 



            8    roads to communities in the borough.  



            9         And so a question I would have and appreciate some 



           10    feedback on is whether a road in the 1002 area to support 



           11    the development is something that the people in the 



           12    community would welcome or oppose.  And maybe you haven't 



           13    thought about that, but I think that's something that 



           14    would be well worth understanding on the front end here.  



           15         I did note the comment about, you know, there is no 



           16    road access and there is not really barge access.  Well, 



           17    you know, in order to conduct exploration, somebody is 



           18    going to have to move some pretty big and heavy equipment 



           19    into the area.  And there is going to need to be some way 



           20    to land that.  And so, you know, if there are better 



           21    places than others for something like that, those are the 



           22    kinds of things that your local knowledge would be very 



           23    helpful to us.  



           24         And one thing to consider is, you know, if somebody 



           25    puts in a barge landing, you know, it doesn't mean it's a 
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            1    one-time only location for them to use and them only.  If 



            2    it's something that the community would like to see made 



            3    available for use here, where would you want it?  Those 



            4    are the kind of things that we can start to build into the 



            5    program so that after a company gets their lease, if they 



            6    want to bring equipment in, where they bring it, how they 



            7    bring it, what time of year.  You know, those are all the 



            8    kinds of stipulations and conditions that we can build 



            9    into the program.  



           10         And your -- you are the people who know best, you 



           11    know, where that should be and where that should not be.  



           12    So you know, if you have thoughts on that, we would love 



           13    to hear it.  



           14                    MR. DENNIS STACEY:  How many acres are 



           15    authorized for disturbance?  



           16                    MR. JOE BALASH:  So the federal law limits 



           17    the surface disturbance to 2,000 acres.  And, you know, 



           18    the language used in the Tax Act is not exhaustive.  So 



           19    there will probably need to be some interpretations about, 



           20    okay, how do you count those acres, which specific 



           21    footprints are going to count against that acreage.  To 



           22    the extent that there may or may not be surface 



           23    disturbance on the KIC/ASRC lands, you know, does that 



           24    count against the 2,000 or not, you know.  



           25         So those are the kinds of things that we will be 
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            1    fleshing out here along the way.  I think there is 



            2    certainly a reasonable interpretation that any surface 



            3    disturbance on the ASRC portion of land doesn't count 



            4    against the 2,000-acre limitation on federal land.  



            5         I'm sure that some other lawyer is going to interpret 



            6    that differently and test us but, you know, those are the 



            7    kinds of things that -- you know, we can't tell KIC and 



            8    ASRC where to put a barge landing, but if there are parts 



            9    of the federal acreage that you know would be a bad place 



           10    for a barge landing, then it would be good for us to know 



           11    that.



           12                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  One comment on your 



           13    barge landing.  I'd like to see a more appropriate barge 



           14    landing here in Kaktovik.  Last year during our whaling 



           15    time we got a barge landed where we pull up our whale.  



           16                    MR. JOE BALASH:  Okay.  And that's close 



           17    here, close by here?



           18                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  Yeah, to service our 



           19    village.  



           20                    MR. JOE BALASH:  Okay.  



           21                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  Where we pull up our 



           22    whales when we do our fall whale hunt, we get three whales 



           23    a year, and we usually use that part of the beach to pull 



           24    up the whale to divide amongst the community.  And 



           25    unfortunately, that's the spot where the barge comes in to 
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            1    deliver fuel and vehicles and equipment and whatever is 



            2    needed.  That's usually where they dock.  



            3         And from what it sounds like, the remediation project 



            4    that they have going on right now with the hangar, they 



            5    are asking if they can use that portion of the beach to 



            6    dock and unload all the contaminated gravel and steel and 



            7    everything.  And we are fighting it, but I don't know 



            8    exactly how much of a say we have on whether or not it's 



            9    going to be able to be off limits for them.  



           10         So a barge landing would be nice.  I mean, we can do 



           11    a road to the other end to the island where it's pretty 



           12    much open ocean.  There is a spot there that a barge 



           13    landing would be nice or, you know, some place other than 



           14    where we pull up our whales. 



           15         Also with the ice road deal, the infrastructure for 



           16    the beginning -- I worked on Alpine when it was first in 



           17    construction, so I've worked on, like, the runway and the 



           18    first pad that was built there.  It's mainly done in the 



           19    wintertime, so ice roads can be built so heavy trucks can 



           20    haul gravel from mine sites.  The majority of pretty much 



           21    all of the construction for gravel pads and stuff is done 



           22    during the wintertime.  And we have never really had an 



           23    ice road here.  We have Rolligons that come that deliver 



           24    supplies every once in a while, but not very often.  



           25         But an ice road, I think the North Slope Borough may 
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            1    have in the works right now to start doing ice roads every 



            2    winter to each of the villages, which would be really 



            3    nice.  We would be able to get more groceries and vehicles 



            4    and fuel or whatever we need a lot easier and better 



            5    access to be able to leave, you know, during winter.  You 



            6    know, during the summertime it wouldn't matter, but during 



            7    the winter it would really help, so --



            8                    MR. JOE BALASH:  So the mention of the 



            9    fall whaling activity sparks something for me, which is, 



           10    you know, typically the equipment for exploration gets 



           11    moved in seasonally, right?  So if you imagine the barge 



           12    traffic that may be increased for that, what kind of 



           13    activity or limitations on activity need to be considered 



           14    so that there is not interference with your fall whaling?



           15                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  We kind of have 



           16    something in place right now with Bowhead Transportation 



           17    and Carlisle.  



           18                    MR. GLEN SOLOMON:  What he's really 



           19    talking about is we work with the oil companies to 



           20    determine on when we do do our fall whaling hunt so 



           21    everything goes at a halt.  And they had to write a 



           22    contract on that and sign it and everything.  But Bowhead 



           23    Transportation don't want to sign that contract or 



           24    anything like that.  So whenever they come and go as they 



           25    please while we are doing our hunting, we would like to 
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            1    see that put to a stop because once the oil industry says, 



            2    okay, we will put it at a stop, how long you need and 



            3    everything, and once we get done with our whaling hunts, 



            4    they get back into production or whatever they are doing 



            5    and everything like that, seismic and everything like 



            6    that.  It's just everything is put to a halt.  



            7         But we would sure love to see Bowhead Transportation 



            8    do that, also, because, you know, it was kind of 



            9    disturbing last year where we would be out there seven, 



           10    eight miles out and seeing a barge out there and calling 



           11    them on the radio and saying you guys are not supposed to 



           12    be out here but, you know, they never signed that contract 



           13    or anything.  And I'd sure love to see that.  



           14         And also I would really love to see a road system out 



           15    of here because, you know, it would bring more 



           16    infrastructure to our community and also it would lower 



           17    the cost of plane tickets, the cost of freight, groceries 



           18    coming into our village because, you know, you go to the 



           19    store here and buy a gallon of milk for, like, $20 and, 



           20    you know, like if you are down there Anchorage, you buy a 



           21    gallon of milk for, like, $5.  Try buy a loaf of bread for 



           22    $5 where you buy them for, like, a quarter, 75 cents to a 



           23    dollar, but it's pretty spendy because the high price of 



           24    Ravn, it really takes a toll on our village because, you 



           25    know, they are the only airlines that come into our 
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            1    village.  



            2         We brought it up at AFN so many years and nothing has 



            3    ever been done with it.  And you know, like you said, 



            4    having other airlines come through here, but Ravn has 



            5    monopolized the whole North Slope where they set the price 



            6    and everything.  It's pretty harsh because we ask for 



            7    lower prices on airline tickets, and what they do, they 



            8    higher up the prices and everything like that and also the 



            9    freight.  It's like 2.50, $3 for a pound, and that's 



           10    pretty rough.  



           11         Thanks.  



           12                    MS. LILLIAN LAMPE:  My name is Lillian 



           13    Lampe, and I'm here working in the community, and I travel 



           14    the villages.  I'm originally from Nuiqsut, and I've 



           15    experienced that, the environmental impact to our 



           16    community.  The benefits are great.  It really helps the 



           17    community.  I just -- I know BLM doesn't do -- Fish & 



           18    Wildlife to do studies for you.  And I would suggest that 



           19    the Native village in your community get resources to hire 



           20    a company that will -- what do you call that?  Yeah, that 



           21    will help do your studies.  And they do it every year.  



           22    And they are real good because they studied our fish, and 



           23    then they give those statements back to us with BLM, ASRC.  



           24    And there is a lot of good things about it.  



           25         But the thing I'm concerned about is the water 
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            1    resource.  If they are going to build ice roads, I don't 



            2    know how much -- you know, the lakes you have around the 



            3    communities, if they are going to build ice roads, make 



            4    sure they study those because they have fish.  And they 



            5    are the healthiest fish in there other than the river and 



            6    the ocean because nothing probably gets into those lakes.  



            7    But they are really good fish.  That's what we found out 



            8    in our years.  And they just need to do more studies on 



            9    how deep the lake is.  And there is fish in there.  And I 



           10    just wanted to bring that up.  



           11         The impacts that we have are great.  And the 



           12    mitigation, the funds, you know, whatever your community 



           13    wants.  I just want to say that make sure you get all 



           14    mitigated for what your community needs because we have 



           15    those mitigations, as well.  We got natural gas.  We 



           16    have -- we don't have cheaper prices in the store because 



           17    our corporation got a business with AC store, and they are 



           18    expensive.  But it really helps to get things into your 



           19    community, especially if there is -- if you wanted to 



           20    build your own homes because that's what we struggle for.  



           21         Those are our impacts.  Homes for the -- you know, 



           22    for your grandkids.  I have grandkids.  They need a home.  



           23    They are not going to live in my 20-, 30-year-old home.  



           24    It's not going to last.  



           25         But those kind of statements are very crucial, and it 
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            1    will help you.  And the benefits are good.  Our hunting, 



            2    it's deterred [sic], but you know what?  We still can 



            3    hunt.  We have those rights.  We still can hunt the food 



            4    that we eat, but they need to follow through when -- when 



            5    we ask for something to protect our food, our land, our 



            6    resources, they have to follow those.  And I hope that, 



            7    you know, those things will be in place before.  



            8         And then the -- the base for -- like if they are 



            9    going to drill somewhere and they -- they won't have an 



           10    airport.  If something emergent happens, Barter Island has 



           11    got to be the base because you have an airport.  It will 



           12    help.  I just wanted to bring that up.  I think I got a 



           13    lot more.  But I care about my communities.  I work for my 



           14    communities in all the eight villages on the Slope.  And I 



           15    come to meetings like this.  And I went to Point Lay 



           16    meeting, too, as well.  And I'm here today, so I just want 



           17    to voice out.  



           18         Thank you.  



           19                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  As far as the airstrip 



           20    and the airline about flying workers in or the 



           21    infrastructure for that, I know there has been concern 



           22    from a few residents about not having Kaktovik as a 



           23    central hub because we don't want the influx of people 



           24    coming in just to go to work and having to go through 



           25    Kaktovik all the time, that people have to come in and out 
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            1    of Kaktovik.  We would rather have it the way it was kind 



            2    of set up at Alpine where they have their own air strip 



            3    there or like a central hub like Kuparuk or Deadhorse 



            4    where they can fly in there without affecting Kaktovik so 



            5    much and use that as more of a drop-off place for the 



            6    workers and have them either helicoptered out or flown out 



            7    with a smaller flight to the different fields.  



            8         But it would be nice to get more airlines flying up 



            9    here, like Glen and a few other people said.  Ravn has a 



           10    monopoly on our little village.  We spend $700 round trip 



           11    per person to fly to Fairbanks to take our kids on 



           12    vacation or shop or, you know, just to get out of the 



           13    village for a while.  



           14         But during the summer months we have a lot of 



           15    tourists that come in, and they take up the flights every 



           16    summer from, I want to say, end of July, beginning of 



           17    August till the bears leave or till it freezes over, till 



           18    November.  



           19         And we have a lot of people with health issues, you 



           20    know, people that have to go out for dental or medical 



           21    issues that -- I know it's hard for them to get a flight 



           22    out.  



           23         But that isn't the worst thing.  The worst thing is 



           24    if you get a flight out and your stay is made longer 



           25    because you have more appointments that weren't scheduled 
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            1    or something happens, either you get weathered out, you 



            2    can't get a flight back home, so you are stuck in 



            3    Fairbanks or Anchorage during the peak season of tourism 



            4    where the prices for a hotel or car rental double or 



            5    triple where low-income families here aren't able to pay 



            6    for that, but because of the one airline with flights 



            7    booked daily, not able to get back home, we have seen a 



            8    lot of people get stuck in Anchorage or Fairbanks on -- 



            9    for medical reasons and just have no place to live or no 



           10    food to eat and rely on communities.  We pull together as 



           11    a community and make sure that that person has a place to 



           12    stay or food to eat or relatives in town that will help 



           13    them out.  



           14         But we need more -- more emphasis on getting more 



           15    airlines or different ways of people to either travel back 



           16    and forth or get goods that we need just for daily living 



           17    here.  You know, it's -- like I said, it's hard living up 



           18    here, and it costs a lot.  Yeah, we make a lot of money.  



           19    We make high wages, but those wages are offset because of 



           20    how expensive things are.  



           21         Natural gas would be great.  I mean, that would help 



           22    so many people in this community with heating alone, even 



           23    just to get a natural gas pipeline or a natural gas well 



           24    drilled here to help offset the cost of fuel because we 



           25    have our fuel barged in.  What is it, $7 a gallon for 
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            1    diesel for gas, and for residential -- I mean, it costs an 



            2    arm and a leg just to stay warm during the winter.  And 



            3    for us to be able to get a natural gas pipeline or natural 



            4    gas to help heat the homes would benefit our community so 



            5    much.  Even if that's all that came out of this, I mean, 



            6    that would be worth it.  



            7         But you know, it's -- it's going to be hard the next 



            8    10, 15 -- it's not going to happen right away.  It's not 



            9    going to be developed in a year or two or five or 



           10    whatever.  It's not going to happen right away.  We are 



           11    going to be affected slowly.  And we as a community need 



           12    to make sure that we are taken care of.  Not only us, but 



           13    our future generations are taken care of and that our 



           14    voice is heard and that it isn't overshadowed by outside 



           15    entities or other groups that think they know what's best 



           16    for us here when they don't even really come and 



           17    experience what we live through every -- every day, every 



           18    year, every week.  



           19         You know, it's -- it's disheartening hearing comments 



           20    on TV and radio from people who will never, ever step foot 



           21    here.  But, you know, I've traveled to Washington to 



           22    advocate for the opening of ANWR so we can develop our 



           23    land, and just having people there that haven't even 



           24    stepped foot in Alaska have a say in whether you can 



           25    develop your land or use your resources, they have more of 
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            1    a say than we do, and we live here.  



            2         You know, that's the hardest thing.  You know, people 



            3    telling you no, telling you you can't do what you want to 



            4    do with your resources to better your family and your 



            5    community, that's the hardest thing.  They gave us this 



            6    land.  They took the land away, then they gave us a little 



            7    bit back and told you you can't do anything with it.  You 



            8    know, it took an act of Congress just for us to be able to 



            9    have these talks, you know, and that's amazing.  I never 



           10    thought that was going to happen, you know, not in my 



           11    lifetime, but it has.  



           12         I'm not a Trump supporter or a Hillary supporter.  



           13    I'm just for us.  I mean, this is to benefit us as a 



           14    people, as a community.  And you know, it's going to -- 



           15    it's going to benefit not only us.  It's going to benefit 



           16    the North Slope Borough by the tax revenue that they get.  



           17    It's going to benefit Alaska from the Trans-Alaska 



           18    Pipeline.  It's going to keep oil flowing.  It's going to 



           19    keep TAPS going.  



           20         I'd rather have it onshore than offshore.  I'm 



           21    against offshore.  I'm a whaler.  I know, you know, how 



           22    difficult it would be for, you know, an oil spill to be 



           23    cleaned up.  I'd rather have it onshore where we would be 



           24    able to at least contain it and deal with it.  



           25         But you know, having -- I remember growing up.  I'm 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        72







            1    42 years old.  I remember growing up and watching my dad 



            2    go house to house with a water truck filling everybody's 



            3    water tank so they have water to bathe, to cook, you know, 



            4    to clean their house.  We remember walking -- having to 



            5    use the bathroom in a bucket and picking that bucket up 



            6    and walking it outside.  It was one of the daily, weekly 



            7    chores that we have to remove our own human waste into a 



            8    55-gallon drum so it could be dumped out in the sewage 



            9    lagoon.  We remember those days.  I'm not that old.  But 



           10    our kids, I don't want them to have to experience that.  



           11    They can experience that when they go camping, but as far 



           12    as having flushing toilets and running water, I don't want 



           13    to deal with that.  We get that because of the tax revenue 



           14    from the North Slope Borough.  And this would add to that.  



           15         This building that we are sitting in with the new 



           16    gym, flush toilets, a lot of the jobs that we work is a 



           17    benefit from oil discovery and oil production.  And, you 



           18    know, just having that become a possibility on our own 



           19    land is something I'm looking forward to hopefully seeing 



           20    and for wishing in the near future.  



           21         So thank you.  



           22                    MS. ALLISON WARDEN:  I'm a -- I don't live 



           23    here.  I live in Anchorage.  I was born and raised in 



           24    Fairbanks.  I'm one of those Inupiaqs that probably 



           25    couldn't survive a winter up here, and I definitely 
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            1    couldn't afford to live here.  I would if I could, but it 



            2    definitely takes a certain kind of toughness that -- I 



            3    could do it, but --



            4                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  You got family here.  



            5    You could do it.  



            6                    MS. ALLISON WARDEN:  For a while, I was 



            7    involved with the environmental organizations, Sierra 



            8    Club.  People saw me coming around.  I thought it was good 



            9    because I got to see how they operate and how they talk 



           10    about our people when the people aren't in the room.  Got 



           11    to go to Arctic Village.  I -- being that deep into those 



           12    organizations and those big NGOs really woke me up in 



           13    terms of how our people are viewed by these big, huge, 



           14    multimillion-dollar corporations.  I think it would be a 



           15    lot easier if Inupiaqs weren't here for a lot of 



           16    different -- because we are left out of the conversation 



           17    or even just left out of the whole narrative a lot of 



           18    times.  



           19         I have so many stories.  And I -- of where I was 



           20    just, like, are you serious?  No mention of the Inupiaq at 



           21    all in certain narratives.  At all.  You know, at big, 



           22    huge lobbying sessions to try to -- and I just saw how the 



           23    money works and how the environmental organizations 



           24    utilize their big, huge bases of people who want to 



           25    protect wilderness and have this romanticized idea of what 
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            1    wilderness is, like C.C. says who has never been here and 



            2    how they sell this idea of this place that's pristine and 



            3    all these things.  



            4         And it was -- it was really hard.  You know, I let 



            5    it -- I was like, I don't work with the Sierra Club 



            6    anymore.  I don't even -- I don't know if anyone is here.  



            7    But I know someone is here from them, but I don't even 



            8    want to talk to them.  And the Wilderness League, they are 



            9    like the worst, you know.  And another eye-awakening 



           10    moment was when I was in a meeting at the White House or 



           11    something, and I was just there -- they were like, hey, do 



           12    you want to go to this thing?  I was like, I'll go listen 



           13    in and see what they are saying.  And the Gwich'in were 



           14    lobbying for their area not to be wilderness and for our 



           15    area to be wilderness.  And so that was one of those 



           16    moments where I was, like, whew, you know.  It's things 



           17    like that.  



           18         But I'm glad I went through it because I can talk to 



           19    you guys about it.  I can talk to the people here about 



           20    what I've seen.  It was really hard.  I think there is 



           21    grassroots organizations that are indigenous.  So I mean, 



           22    that doesn't -- what I've said is that the power is in the 



           23    people who live here.  I don't live here.  And I made that 



           24    clear all the way.  I don't live in Kaktovik.  My voice 



           25    doesn't -- what matters is the people who live there.  The 
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            1    power is in the tribes.  The power is in the people who 



            2    live here.  



            3         And I'm -- it makes me happy to hear that the people 



            4    who live here are standing up for what they need and what 



            5    they want and how they want to do it.  I think it's a 



            6    unique opportunity for the people here who live here to 



            7    come together.  I have a list from my uncle and say this 



            8    is what we -- this is how it's going to happen and this is 



            9    what we demand, you know.  And I see -- you know, it's -- 



           10    I had a really hard time today because I was, like -- my 



           11    uncle gave me this list, and I was, like, I agree with 



           12    everything on here.  



           13         And I could just talk to any of you about my 



           14    experiences working with the big NGOs and how they use the 



           15    polar bear's emblem of this place, how the -- there is 



           16    just a lot of money.  There is a lot a lot of money behind 



           17    these big, huge organizations, and there is no voice from 



           18    the Inupiaq.



           19                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  They have all the 



           20    money, and none of it comes here.  



           21                    MS. ALLISON WARDEN:  None of it comes 



           22    here.  And I did try to tell them -- I was like, if you 



           23    want to change people's minds here, then make all the 



           24    houses green and live off totally solar.  I said, get a 



           25    natural gas pipeline here.  Do this concrete action.  Get 
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            1    it so -- you know, natural gas so people don't have to pay 



            2    diesel.  So I was a challenging person for them to work 



            3    with because I would call home and talk to people and ask 



            4    what was really going on and what people wanted.  It's 



            5    hard because I'm one of those people that will get my 



            6    feelings hurt, you know, not seeing the place the way it 



            7    was or is now.  



            8         But I believe in my cousin and the leadership that's 



            9    in place right now.  Yeah, I was -- I just had my own -- 



           10    you know, I decided to put all my energy towards art.  So 



           11    I have been doing art exhibitions in museums and things 



           12    like that.  I travel all over the world doing my art 



           13    because I -- there was no place for me within that fight 



           14    because I don't live here.  



           15         So you know, that's just some things I wanted to say.  



           16    You know, my uncle at one point when I came here with the 



           17    Sierra Club gave me this great book called In This Place, 



           18    a Guide for Those Who Would Work in the Country of 



           19    Kaktovikmiut.  And I thought that was really important to 



           20    read because it comes from the people and the land here.  



           21    Yeah.  



           22         I think it's important for you guys to have the 



           23    conversations, the direct -- I think -- I don't know.  For 



           24    some reason, like with the environmental organizations, 



           25    they never came here.  They weren't coming here to talk to 
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            1    the people for -- and when I had that film festival here, 



            2    that was the first time in 20-plus years that they even 



            3    tried to engage with the community directly, except for -- 



            4    but they were doing all this lobbying and gathering of 



            5    signatures and all this other stuff to protect the refuge, 



            6    but without actually talking to the people here.  



            7         So that was really -- you know, you could only see so 



            8    much of that, you know, until you are, like -- you know, 



            9    it's really hard.  It doesn't -- it's not right.  



           10         And so I think the more that you guys have direct 



           11    conversations and the more people in the village that get 



           12    involved and actually work on what it's going to look like 



           13    and -- I mean, this -- and also retributions [sic] for 



           14    things that went wrong.  There is Native allotments that 



           15    were never -- that aren't -- aren't rectified.  People 



           16    don't -- my mom is one of them.  She doesn't have her 



           17    Native allotment.  There is -- you know, there are so many 



           18    impacts that happen and we haven't gotten reimbursed for 



           19    any of them.  The experiments that were done on us, on our 



           20    people when they were kids.  



           21         Nobody signed up to be a refuge.  And that's what I 



           22    had been saying when I was in the environmental belly.  I 



           23    was, like, nobody ever signed the paper to be a refuge.  



           24    So it was something that kind of landed on us, and then it 



           25    restricted a lot of the ways that people use their land 
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            1    traditionally.  And it's frustrating, I know, for the 



            2    hunters not to be able to go on four-wheelers like their 



            3    cousins do in Barrow.  It's crazy that you have to get 



            4    some kind of permit to go in the ocean, a fancy Coast 



            5    Guard permit.  All the regulations around here.  



            6         But the power is in the people, and it's always been 



            7    in the people and the people who live here.  I live in 



            8    Anchorage.  I have land here.  I would love to build on 



            9    it.  I would love to live here.  I take care of my mom now 



           10    in Anchorage.  So she's there.  



           11         There is something else I wanted to say.  But I think 



           12    my cousin will say a lot.  I just wanted to say to the 



           13    people here in Kaktovik, I've seen the whole everything of 



           14    these big, huge environmental organizations.  I was way up 



           15    deep in it, and I was -- my whole -- I was just so 



           16    disheartened.  And when I needed them the most, you know, 



           17    they just cut me off without any warning and weren't there 



           18    for me when I needed them.  And just like now they are 



           19    doing the things that in a way that they -- there is no 



           20    learning that happens because I tried to talk to them and 



           21    teach them how to even come into the community in the 



           22    proper way, and there is still no learning, even now.  



           23    There is no learning.  And I'm talking about the 



           24    environmental groups.  It's just not -- 



           25         An example is CNN is here, and they didn't have any 
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            1    warning, no proper protocol, nothing.  And the president 



            2    of -- or the west chair of Sierra Club, Dan -- you guys 



            3    might have seen him here before.  He brought them here, 



            4    and he knew that he was supposed to -- he knew all the 



            5    things he was supposed to do, but he did it anyway.  And 



            6    the trips they have taken so many people up the river, the 



            7    Sierra Club, the famous people.  They don't even come into 



            8    the village or spend any money.  I mean, I've seen it all, 



            9    you know, and I'm glad I saw it.  



           10         You know, it's -- it's a big business.  It's a big 



           11    business, both sides.  And yeah, and it's selling the idea 



           12    of this wilderness.  And I just -- it's not wilderness.  



           13    It's your home.  It's the home of my ancestors.  It's -- I 



           14    just -- it's been pretty -- 



           15         Anyway, I just wanted to say that the power is in the 



           16    people here, and it's up to them.  All the power is in 



           17    what they have to say.  They know the specifics of what 



           18    needs to be done.  I think the whole community, you know, 



           19    needs to get involved with like -- okay, because they -- 



           20    you know like the baseline health study, I think that's a 



           21    great idea and baseline for all the animals.  I really 



           22    can't say because I don't -- I don't know.  But I agree 



           23    with what my uncle is saying.  Yeah.  



           24         So that's my story.  I still make art.  I do make 



           25    art.  I'm going to make an art show around, you know, 
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            1    things.  I used to make art around the -- around -- I had 



            2    a show where I had both sides, both voices of for and 



            3    against opening the refuge, and it was a show.  Both sides 



            4    were represented in different characters, but I stopped 



            5    making art around it.  I was done.  I was just like done 



            6    with all of that.  So I made a ceremonial house, Inupiaq 



            7    ceremonial house instead.  I am going to make a show 



            8    around -- but I'll be back in September with some artists 



            9    to look at polar bears.  They are artists from Iceland.  



           10    And they are going to make art.  So that's the first time 



           11    I'm taking a group to look at the bears.  It's hard -- 



           12    it's hard to come here and -- my mom and I are here.  She 



           13    is here six weeks and I'm here until I pack up her whole 



           14    house and move her back down to Anchorage with me.  



           15         So anyway, I'm willing to talk to anyone personally 



           16    about what I saw and how it felt to be in those spaces and 



           17    how much the Inupiaq voice was not even on the radar, 



           18    especially with the big, huge campaigns and all different 



           19    kinds of ways.  



           20         I was in Paris and they wanted to do a video of me 



           21    for the climate change meetings, and they were, like, why 



           22    do you support protecting the refuge.  And I was, like -- 



           23    I looked at them.  I was, like, I don't support protecting 



           24    the refuge.  So I think they always get surprised.  I was, 



           25    like, I don't believe in the refuge.  The refuge happened 
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            1    and landed.  It's not something people would have agreed 



            2    to if they knew what was going on.  I don't think any of 



            3    our ancestors would have agreed to the designation of land 



            4    and how everything happened.  So that was wrong from the 



            5    get-go.  



            6         And you know, you have got to understand the impacts 



            7    that have been here haven't been here that long.  You 



            8    know, the Boston whalers didn't come here.  We were 



            9    protected pretty much from the outside until, you know -- 



           10         I just want to share a story about my great 



           11    grandfather Akootchook who I'm named after.  My mom always 



           12    told me that he would only let officers into the village, 



           13    and he would taste everything before he would let 



           14    people -- he would taste everything before the other 



           15    people could eat them.  So that's just something to think 



           16    about is that he was -- when the military first came, not 



           17    just any soldier could come into the village.  It was only 



           18    officers or higher.  So he protected the village as much 



           19    as he could from just all the officers just anybody 



           20    running free, and he did the taste test.  



           21         So we have the ability to get retribution [sic], I 



           22    think especially for the experiments that were done and 



           23    for the -- everything.  There are so many things that just 



           24    have been done that are so wrong.  I think this is a 



           25    moment to talk about those things and bring them out and 
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            1    make sure that they are all handled and the money is going 



            2    to that.  



            3         I hate to see how it might look, but I appreciated 



            4    what C.C. said about the people that will still be here to 



            5    deal with it as it goes.  So it's hard.  Yeah.  I don't 



            6    know.  I just -- I just wanted to share that.  



            7         I want to share another story because I was in 



            8    Gwich'in territory and I was in Arctic Village, and they 



            9    said, you know, every time you guys have a medevac late at 



           10    night, we see that plane come over.  We see it because 



           11    they -- and they say, we pray for you guys whenever we see 



           12    that medevac plane.  And that really touched my heart.  So 



           13    there is real people who live there.  I just think they 



           14    should have come up and -- I don't appreciate that there 



           15    has been no effort from their part to come here and meet 



           16    the people and come to the land.  I tried when I was with 



           17    the Sierra Club to get a charter of Kaktovik people there 



           18    and Gwich'in people here, but there was no funding for 



           19    that from the environmental organizations.  There is no 



           20    funding for all my ideas that I thought might be good, and 



           21    they were healthy.  Yeah.  It's hard.  So I just walked 



           22    away from those.  But I'm still in -- 



           23         You know, anyway, I have been talking a long time.  



           24    Thank you.  



           25                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  Is this the only 
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            1    meeting that BLM is going to have up here in Kaktovik?  



            2                    MR. JOE BALASH:  This is the only scoping 



            3    meeting, but we will be back, I'm sure, to have 



            4    government-to-government meetings with and consultation 



            5    with KIC and ASRC.  So eventually there will be a draft 



            6    Environmental Impact Statement prepared, and when that is 



            7    complete and ready for publication, it will go out for 



            8    public comment, and we will come back and have a public 



            9    meeting on the draft EIS.  It will contain all the 



           10    different alternatives, different ways of doing the 



           11    leasing.  And so yes, we will come back for that.  



           12         And you know, as far as the dialogue on how to -- how 



           13    to prepare that EIS, you know, that is something that I 



           14    think it's really important for people to understand that 



           15    the tribe is able to engage us and talk to us, regardless 



           16    of what the comment deadlines are.  So you know, the tribe 



           17    can talk to us at any point along the way.  And you are 



           18    not just another stakeholder.  You have a special 



           19    relationship with the federal government that we have to 



           20    honor.  



           21         And, you know, I am personally committed to engaging 



           22    on this project.  That's why I'm here today.  And I will 



           23    be back again in the future.  I'm able to come up to 



           24    Alaska roughly once a quarter to do these kinds of 



           25    meetings in communities and with the various governments.  
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            1    And so if we need to talk more frequently than that, it 



            2    may have to be by phone or video conference but, you know, 



            3    we are here to be available and accessible to make sure we 



            4    are getting the right input and understanding from the 



            5    community.



            6                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  Make sure before you 



            7    guys come up the next time for better advanced -- more 



            8    information for the community about when you will be 



            9    coming up and a different time for your meetings.  I know 



           10    you guys planned it for the afternoon, which is not a good 



           11    time because a lot of the community works, and we don't 



           12    get off till 5:00, a lot of the majority of the community.  



           13    So it would be better to have the meetings at a later 



           14    time, say 6:00.  6:30.  



           15                    MR. JOE BALASH:  Okay.  Ida says no.



           16                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  Would you define 



           17    scoping, please.  Define scoping.  



           18                    MR. JOE BALASH:  So scoping is one of the 



           19    phases for us under the National Environmental Policy Act.  



           20    When we are considering a federal action, we have to take 



           21    into account the impacts associated with that action, and 



           22    we have to look at what are the likely impacts under a -- 



           23    if somebody comes to us with an application for a project, 



           24    let's say, or if we as the government are initiating a new 



           25    program like this one, we have to analyze the impacts and 
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            1    we have to look at different ways of accomplishing the 



            2    purpose of the action.  



            3         And so in this case what we are looking at is how to 



            4    conduct the lease sales that Congress has told us we need 



            5    to conduct.  So we will look at the various descriptions 



            6    and conditions, but this phase we are in right now is 



            7    where we are identifying all of the issues, all of the 



            8    elements that we will study in the EIS document so that 



            9    when this draft comes out sometime maybe later this year, 



           10    we will have looked at all of the things that people raise 



           11    in these meetings or in these comments.  



           12         And it's important -- you know, you don't have to say 



           13    in front of everybody here what it is you think we need to 



           14    look at.  You can write it down on one of the comment 



           15    cards.  You can send us an email.  All of that gets 



           16    compiled together, and we, after the comment period 



           17    closes, prepare what's called a scoping report.



           18                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  Thank you.  



           19                    MR. GLEN SOLOMON:  I have one more, too, 



           20    to add onto that is infrastructure because, you know, we 



           21    have all these -- our old artifacts and everything that 



           22    are -- that are somewhere else, and we would love to have 



           23    a museum here so we could bring all our artifacts here.  



           24    And you know, that would make a job for somebody to take 



           25    care of the museum and also somebody there to tell them 
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            1    our tradition, our knowledge of the past and everything 



            2    like that, how Kaktovik became Kaktovik.  I thought I'd 



            3    put that out to you.  



            4         Thanks.  



            5                    MR. MATTHEW REXFORD:  Hello.  My name is 



            6    Matthew Rexford, and I'm the president of Kaktovik Inupiaq 



            7    Corporation.  I'd like to first of all thank you folks for 



            8    coming to Kaktovik to hear what the people here have to 



            9    say.  There is a lot of good input that was shared today.  



           10    And I just wanted to reiterate also that I'm lifelong 



           11    resident of Kaktovik.  All the gravel roads you see, the 



           12    runway, the lights, the power, the electricity, the 



           13    running water, this school, our clinic, public safety 



           14    officers, the buildings, North Slope Borough, all of this 



           15    is the benefits of development in our region on the North 



           16    Slope.  And we see those benefits and live with those.  



           17         And I like what has been brought up previously, that 



           18    the Bureau of Land Management should read In This Place.  



           19    It's a City of Kaktovik document that they worked on in 



           20    the '90s all about the coastal plain of the Arctic 



           21    National Wildlife Refuge and history on what the people 



           22    and leaders in those days have produced and recorded.  



           23    It's a guide for those who would work in the country of 



           24    the Kaktovikmiut.  Kaktovikmiut are the people, the 



           25    traditional people, the tribal people who have lived here 
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            1    and have always lived here.  



            2         And I would also say that you should include 



            3    recommendations that those who would participate in any 



            4    lease sale for the coastal plain, that they review those 



            5    documents, as well, because that's what pretty much -- 



            6    essentially what those documents are for, for those who 



            7    would like to work in the country of Kaktovikmiut, any 



            8    organization, any business.  



            9         And to ensure that the Kaktovikmiut are an integral 



           10    part of this process, their voices should be heard, as you 



           11    heard them, above those who do not live on or near the 



           12    coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.  



           13         And I like the idea of a village health assessment.  



           14    And that should be a part of this process, as well, to 



           15    provide a baseline measure of the health of the community 



           16    and to assure that we are not negatively impacted.  



           17         And I would like to say that BLM should ensure that 



           18    any adverse effects to the wildlife and subsistence 



           19    resources are thoroughly studied and protected.  



           20    Indigenous knowledge from the community members should be 



           21    incorporated into any environmental and/or wildlife 



           22    studies conducted in the coastal plain, and the 



           23    Kaktovikmiut should be consulted on how these studies are 



           24    conducted.  



           25         We see some scientific studies with poor planning.  
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            1    Once the polar bears was listed as a threatened species.  



            2    That mandated the United States government to 



            3    scientifically study the polar bear.  And that scientific 



            4    study was highly invasive.  They used a helicopter to dive 



            5    bomb every single polar bear in the state of Alaska that 



            6    they encountered on that study.  Dart gunned them, every 



            7    single one.  Tranquilized them, did not assure that the 



            8    bear was not -- no longer had the tranquilizing effects 



            9    before they left them.  So yes, the people should have a 



           10    say in how the research is conducted.  



           11         And I would recommend to the Fish & Wildlife Service 



           12    to enter into a comanagement arrangement with the 



           13    community of Kaktovik for that very reason.  



           14         There should be a thorough review of closed and 



           15    pending Native allotments, especially those closed with 



           16    the withdrawal of the military Public Land Order 82 from 



           17    Barter Island.  



           18         The community needs to be provided access, especially 



           19    all-terrain vehicle, in the summer and fall months across 



           20    land on the coastal plain and into the wilderness areas of 



           21    the refuge for hunting, fishing, camping and subsistence 



           22    use sites.  Support should be provided to the community, 



           23    especially the Native Village of Kaktovik, to assist in 



           24    their capacity to effectively participate in this process 



           25    and to provide a tribal impact liaison.  
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            1         Impact aid has not been addressed.  It was brought 



            2    up, and Kaktovik needs to know that they will receive 



            3    assistance for their community.  



            4         The community desires to have access to natural gas, 



            5    for reasons previously stated.  And the -- another issue 



            6    is the roads.  That is another tough issue that our 



            7    community has spoken on and about.  And I see the benefits 



            8    of having a road to Kaktovik, along with a bridge, 



            9    perhaps.  



           10         During the polar bear tour seasons, folks can be -- 



           11    won't have an available flight for some -- some folks 



           12    longer than three weeks before they could come back into 



           13    the community, and they left for medical purposes.  And 



           14    that's a hardship on our people.  It's a life, health and 



           15    safety concern and issue.  



           16         Thank you for being here.  Thanks.  



           17                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  Way to speak strong, 



           18    Matthew.  



           19                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  How much more weight 



           20    is given to the voice of the people who are actually from 



           21    Kaktovik and live in Kaktovik?  How much more of an effect 



           22    or how much -- is our voice more heard, or rather than 



           23    listening to environmental groups or people that don't 



           24    live here, how much more do you value our opinions, or is 



           25    there more of a value of our opinions in your ears and 
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            1    eyes?  And what you will bring back to Washington and to 



            2    the people that you guys answer to and work for?  How much 



            3    will our words really matter to you is what I want to 



            4    know.  



            5                    UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER:  They work 



            6    for the government.  



            7                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  I'm not speaking to 



            8    you.  I was speaking to them.



            9                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  We want to hear what 



           10    they have to say. 



           11                    MR. JOE BALASH:  So everything about this 



           12    is going to be reviewed and probably challenged in the 



           13    courts.  And so I will tell you that we have to consider 



           14    the input and comments of everybody who comments in this 



           15    process.



           16                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  I understand that.  



           17                    MR. JOE BALASH:  But, you know, the Deputy 



           18    Secretary and myself came here in February to let the 



           19    community know that this process was going to begin, that 



           20    we were going to be coming back for scoping.  And the 



           21    reason we did that is because we know the impacts that are 



           22    going to be felt and the consequences of this program are 



           23    going to be felt most directly by the people who live here 



           24    and nearby.  So we are paying very close attention to what 



           25    the people here have to say.  And we want to take every 
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            1    bit of that into account as we develop this document and 



            2    this program.  



            3         So of course we are going to have to weigh the 



            4    comments of everybody, but -- but when it comes to 



            5    identifying those things that matter most that are 



            6    specific to the locations here and the outlying areas, you 



            7    know, it's your knowledge that is -- is going to instruct 



            8    us the best.  That's probably the safest way for me to say 



            9    that.  



           10                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  Okay.



           11                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  Thank you.  I'm going to 



           12    stand up again.  My name is Ida Angasan.  I'm with NVK.  



           13    My father, my dad is Isaac Kupaak Akootchook.  He retired 



           14    from the DEW line, ITT.  And he's 96 years old, alert and 



           15    well and everything.  He doesn't go much of anywhere 



           16    except to KIC and ASRC meetings, you know.  Those are his 



           17    biggest events, you know, and I think that's very -- he 



           18    likes that.  



           19         And I've known my dad to say change is coming.  



           20    Change is happening.  When we don't like the change, we 



           21    have to think about it, think of our mind and what we 



           22    think about it and how are we going to process it.  And he 



           23    says oil companies have improved.  Oil can be drilled 



           24    onshore.  He emphasized onshore, but not offshore.  How 



           25    are you going to clean the icebergs?  How are you going to 
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            1    clean the gas and the oil from the icebergs out there?  



            2    Has anybody ever in their life has oil companies gone out 



            3    to the ocean and cleaned icebergs?  Anyone?  



            4         My dad and my uncles, my cousins, they built that DEW 



            5    line up there back in the '50s and '60s.  You know who 



            6    your dad is.  You guys know who your parents are, your 



            7    grandparents.  They built that DEW line.  They built their 



            8    own houses out of scraps, plywood scraps that they found 



            9    in the dump that the DEW line people dumped into the end 



           10    of the old runway down there.  It's full of scraps, metal 



           11    and iron.  And everything is rusted.  And that's still a 



           12    -- what do you call that?  Help.  It's a -- 



           13                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  Environmental 



           14    hazard.  



           15                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  It's an environmental -- 



           16    it's a hazard.  It is.  How would you like to live with 



           17    metal and with all that stuff down there?  But that's how 



           18    they built their own places.  We would wake up in the 



           19    morning to go to school.  It was cold.  Has any of you 



           20    ever wake up to a cold house to go to school?  Have you 



           21    walked to the school in the winter in the blizzards and 



           22    anything in your life?  That's the way we lived.  And then 



           23    my dad says we chopped wood.  We pack water.  You see that 



           24    water lake we have?  We lived down there.  We used to -- 



           25    they used to pack water from there to our houses, you 
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            1    know.  They had to scrape for five-gallon buckets and 



            2    stuff like that, make their own yokes with whatever string 



            3    or rope you can find, you know, and make a yoke.  



            4         They built their own houses.  They built their own 



            5    beds.  They built everything of their own.  Our parents 



            6    never went to school.  My parents didn't.  But they 



            7    learned to live with the change.  



            8         And when they -- when the DEW line dumped things into 



            9    the dump down there, our parents would go down there and 



           10    see -- find and see what -- if they could find something 



           11    that is useful to us, maybe a bowl or maybe plates or 



           12    maybe silverware or fork that was thrown away by the DEW 



           13    line people up there.  To this day, I can say this:  My 



           14    dad -- my mom and dad found a big set of soup bowls, but 



           15    they are thin ones.  We call them soup bowls.  They are 



           16    like plates, but they have these little things on them, 



           17    and they are glass.  They don't shatter like today's 



           18    glass.  Those were made long ago, and they -- my dad -- my 



           19    dad still has those.  Those are from the dump that was -- 



           20    that they went and got, you know, so -- 



           21         Today what do we do?  My dad says -- he says, come 



           22    over here.  So I go with him to the kitchen sink, and he 



           23    says, look.  He turns the faucet, and it comes on; 



           24    whereas, before we have to pack water from up there so we 



           25    could wash dishes with, wash our bodies with, wash our 
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            1    houses with and everything else.  You know, we used -- 



            2    sparing water.  



            3         And I'm going to say this.  Even though there is a 



            4    tub of water for there, we started with the babies first 



            5    and then went one, two, three, four, five -- there were 



            6    six of us, and we all used the same water so we could 



            7    bathe once a week.  Once a week.  What did they use for 



            8    diapers?  Scraping the diapers with whatever we had.  And 



            9    it's -- and that's how we used it.  



           10         And my dad says, go to the bathroom.  What does he 



           11    do?  He said, look.  Press a button.  What does it do?  



           12    All the -- you just flow it -- you know, the water picks 



           13    it up, and it goes onto the sewer water.  That is the 



           14    easiest thing he said he's ever done in his life.  



           15    Whereas, before you get these honey buckets, buckets that 



           16    you use, you put the plastic in there and you had to go to 



           17    the -- make that 52-gallon drum and open it up and put the 



           18    waste -- the human waste in there.  So -- anyways -- 



           19         And our clothing.  The women used the needle and 



           20    thread.  Many of the women, and even men, you know, how 



           21    did they make our clothes?  They -- they would sew fur and 



           22    calico and stuff, and order -- long ago they found 



           23    calfskin.  They used that to make designs for their -- 



           24    to -- maybe the designs for their clothing, and then they 



           25    used caribou.  They would sew the caribous together so you 
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            1    could have the clothing for your body and you stay warm.  



            2    The fur, the wolverine and the fur and the wolf and any 



            3    kind of fur you have, like this, you know, you put the 



            4    hood over you, it keeps you warm from the blizzards and 



            5    the wind.  So it's -- everything is sewn by hand.  



            6         How many children do you have?  Six.  Six children to 



            7    sew for.  Everything is sewed by hand by the women.  Long 



            8    ago they used candle lights with seal oil, and the women 



            9    are sewing inside the igloo.  Means the ice -- you know, 



           10    the snow, igloo.  



           11         Thank you.  I'm not finishing it.  I just have to say 



           12    that.  



           13                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  I heard him say almost 



           14    at every KIC meeting that he's had to live, learn, adapt, 



           15    but make sure that he takes care of his family and 



           16    community all the time.  And progress is always moving 



           17    forward and never going back.  And in the past was hard.  



           18    They were hard people.  And the things that they have gone 



           19    through, the way of life that they lived is just almost 



           20    unimaginable.  Now just think of how easy we have it.  



           21         And they still installed our core values of family, 



           22    land, animals, taking care of each other, taking care of 



           23    the land and making sure that our family and the land is 



           24    always taken care of.  And you know, I'm truly grateful 



           25    for that.  So -- I'm looking forward to seeing Isaac at 
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            1    the meeting.  



            2                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So I think we have 



            3    until 9:00 p.m., so we probably have another half an hour 



            4    if people want to come up and share anything they haven't 



            5    shared yet.



            6                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  Who are you 



            7    coordinating with here to notify the community of the 



            8    meeting?  Who are you talking to to tell them that you are 



            9    coming for the meeting?  



           10                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So we have been -- we 



           11    sent out mailings to everyone we could find a P.O. box to.  



           12    We sent fliers out and notified online.  We have had press 



           13    releases.  I've contacted KIC and NVK and the city 



           14    council.  I actually originally coordinated the meeting 



           15    with the city council and the community hall, but when 



           16    this got rescheduled because of the death in the 



           17    community, I think there is a council meeting tonight at 



           18    7:00, which is why we scheduled the meeting earlier to try 



           19    not to conflict with that.  



           20         So if there are other ways we should be reaching out 



           21    to the community, please pass it on and we will make sure 



           22    to do that next time.  



           23                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  See, a lot of us 



           24    didn't receive the notification of the meeting or the 



           25    place or time.  
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            1                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  You didn't get card 



            2    mailings?  



            3                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  No.  



            4                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Did anybody get card 



            5    mailings?



            6                    UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER:  We haven't 



            7    had mail for two weeks.  



            8                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  That's a problem with 



            9    having only one airline coming in.  They carry what they 



           10    want to carry, even if it is U.S. mail.  



           11                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  They probably wouldn't 



           12    have had the updated date on it.  That's good to know.  



           13                    MR. JOE BALASH:  Is there a way to let the 



           14    community know that people see or hear?  Is there a radio 



           15    program or -- 



           16                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  KBRW you can call.  A 



           17    lot of people listen to it.  There's a village liaison 



           18    that can get a hold of people either at the Native village 



           19    office or the Kaktovik Inupiaq Corporation office.  You 



           20    can call the city and have somebody put out fliers.  Just 



           21    word of mouth.  That's how a lot of people probably found 



           22    out.  Facebook. 



           23                    MR. JOE BALASH:  Is there a community 



           24    Facebook page?  



           25                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  Yeah.  There is a 
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            1    Kaktovik announcement page.  



            2                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  That's good to know.  



            3    BLM has a Facebook page, too, or however that works.   



            4               MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  Send a friend request to 



            5    Kaktovik announcements.  



            6                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Okay.



            7                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  Like I said, a later 



            8    time for the meetings so everybody who has something to 



            9    say will be present and available for the meeting.  Having 



           10    it at 3:00 in the afternoon -- have it later.  Like a lot 



           11    of people get off work at 5:00 and they want to go home 



           12    and eat.  We came here at 4:00, so a lot of us have been 



           13    here the whole time and haven't gone home to eat.  So like 



           14    6:00, 6:30 you know, that would be -- that would be a 



           15    little bit better.  



           16                    MR. JOE BALASH:  Okay.



           17                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  But again, I want to 



           18    say thank you for coming and listening to the concerns of 



           19    people from Kaktovik.  Thank you.  



           20                    MR. JOE BALASH:  If it might be easier, we 



           21    can maybe all stand up and mingle outside and you can ask 



           22    us questions individually, if you like.  You know, we have 



           23    got Fish & Wildlife Service, two people from the Fish & 



           24    Wildlife Service, at least two people from BLM, myself 



           25    from the headquarters in Washington.  Our contractors are 
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            1    all here.  We have the Commissioner of Fish & Game, the 



            2    Deputy Commissioner of DNR and the Lieutenant Governor 



            3    from the state.  They are cooperators on this, and we are 



            4    relying on their expertise to help inform some of our 



            5    analysis of decisionmaking.  So you know, there is -- 



            6    there is a lot of people here who you can talk to, and 



            7    maybe that would be a little easier if -- if you just want 



            8    to just talk.  Mingle, yeah.



            9                    MR. DENNIS STACEY:  I have a question, 



           10    Joe.  How many acres are in ANWR itself in the refuge?  



           11                    MR. JOE BALASH:  As a whole, I think it's 



           12    19 -- 



           13                    MR. GREG SIEKANIEC:  19.3 million, 



           14    thereabouts.  



           15                    MR. DENNIS STACEY:  19.3 million acres?  



           16                    MR. GREG SIEKANIEC:  Is that right, 



           17    Joanna?



           18                    MS. JOANNA FOX:  That's right.



           19                    MR. DENNIS STACEY:  So we are talking 



           20    about developing 2,000 acres?  



           21                    MR. JOE BALASH:  Well, the leasing that's 



           22    authorized is within the 1002 area, which is 1.6 million, 



           23    and then the -- so that's counting all of the subsurface 



           24    acreage.  And the law limits our surface disturbance to no 



           25    more than 2,000 acres.  
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            1                    MR. DENNIS STACEY:  Right.  Okay.  



            2                    MS. ADRIENNE TITUS:  I have a question. 



            3    Does that 2,000 acres also include the infrastructure 



            4    that's going to be built, the roads to and from the pads 



            5    that are going to be constructed, as well?  



            6                    MR. JOE BALASH:  So the statutory language 



            7    refers to the pads and pipelines.  So yes, those will -- 



            8    those will count.  The -- the statute, though, the 



            9    language is not exhaustive.  And so, you know, that's 



           10    something that we will have to look at very closely and 



           11    make sure that, you know, we are counting things 



           12    appropriately along the way.  And that's something we are 



           13    going to have to speak to in the EIS is how we will count 



           14    acreage and how a lessee would be able to get approval for 



           15    their surface disturbance.  That's something that is going 



           16    to have to be contemplated up front so that lessees know 



           17    what it is they are buying when they buy a lease.  



           18                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  The 2,000 acres, is 



           19    that the final cap on how much will actually be leased 



           20    out, or will it be -- or does it have the possibility of 



           21    expanding in the future?  



           22                    MR. JOE BALASH:  So the 2,000 acres 



           23    doesn't limit how much gets leased.  It limits how much 



           24    surface disturbance there can be.  



           25                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  That's a final cap 
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            1    or -- 



            2                    MR. JOE BALASH:  That's a cap that will be 



            3    in place.  The agencies can't change that cap.  Congress 



            4    can.



            5                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  Okay.  



            6                    MR. JOE BALASH:  But if you are waiting 



            7    for Congress to do something, you might want to prepare 



            8    for a long wait.



            9                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  Yeah.  We have waited.  



           10                    MR. GLEN SOLOMON:  Who is the Fish & 



           11    Wildlife commissioner?  This guy right over here?  



           12                    MR. JOE BALASH:  So the State Commissioner 



           13    is over here.  



           14                    MR. GLEN SOLOMON:  You are the State 



           15    Commissioner, huh?  So you know Beth and Jason?  They work 



           16    out of Fairbanks.  Beth Lenart, she works for the area of 



           17    fish and wildlife biologists, Alaska Department of Fish & 



           18    Game.  But anyway, she wrote me this letter.  It was last 



           19    year.  It's about the 50 radio-collared caribou that they 



           20    were working on on the Porcupine herd, and they were 



           21    saying there were some that was with the Central herd, but 



           22    most of them were still with the Porcupine herd.  And the 



           23    studies that they were doing, they were flying below 500 



           24    feet, diverting the caribou more inland and calving 



           25    amongst the hills and also close towards -- close towards 
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            1    the mountains.  And she gave me all of the information and 



            2    everything.  And so here is her letter:  



            3         Working out of Kaktovik right now to collect data on 



            4    where the Porcupine herd is calving and what portion of 



            5    adult cows are giving birth.  This data was been collected 



            6    on this herd since the late 1880s and is important for the 



            7    international management of this herd.  I have attached a 



            8    memo that has all this calving data since 1987 along with 



            9    population size estimates.  Over the same time period this 



           10    year and next, we will be collecting more detailed 



           11    information on calving and movement that we hope will 



           12    allow us to estimate pregnancy rates and calving 



           13    distributions using only the movement data provided by the 



           14    GPS collars on the cows.  



           15         So I was going to ask, so has it been successful on 



           16    this situation on where they are migrating, where are they 



           17    calving at?    



           18                    COMMISSIONER SAM COTTEN:  Well, yes.  Is 



           19    sounds like you also have some advice for us on how to 



           20    maybe not do things as far as diverting animals.  But yes, 



           21    we have got some ongoing work to determine where the 



           22    calving takes place.  It's -- this year we -- we have 



           23    assumed that the peak calving period was probably June 



           24    6th, a little later than normal, around June 2.  We were 



           25    trying -- I was just looking at some maps out here.  The 
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            1    calving area was probably between the Kavik River and 



            2    Yukon Territory.  There is another system over there.  So 



            3    there is a broad range, a broad area where the calving 



            4    took place.  



            5         The four-year-old cows were exceeding their normal 



            6    rate as far as delivering calves.  The three-year-olds, 



            7    you don't get as many of those, so the data was not as 



            8    good as with the four-year-olds, but that was a little 



            9    lower than normal.  But overall, calving success was good 



           10    this year.  And I think somebody else had mentioned 



           11    earlier that the population of the herd is up probably -- 



           12    certainly in excess of 200,000 animals.  So I'd be glad to 



           13    share all that data with you and, again, take to heart 



           14    your advice about how to advise our people to maybe 



           15    consider some different practices as far as flying low and 



           16    perhaps diverting the animals.  So appreciate that.  



           17         And if you would like more information, we certainly 



           18    have it.  



           19                    MR. GLEN SOLOMON:  Awesome.  Thank you.  



           20    They have my email address, so you can e-mail it to me if 



           21    you want.  



           22                    COMMISSIONER SAM COTTEN:  I'll see you at 



           23    the break and figure out how to do that.



           24                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  I'd like to hear what 



           25    you find out from that.  That's conflicting from what I 
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            1    remember hearing the last two or three years.



            2                    COMMISSIONER SAM COTTEN:  I can share that 



            3    with everybody here.  If you want to check with me, I'll 



            4    figure out how to email it to you immediately.  



            5                    MR. GLEN SOLOMON:  Thank you.  



            6                    MR. JOE BALASH:  Why don't we go ahead and 



            7    sort of end the formal part and the recording of the 



            8    meeting here, and we can continue to mingle and visit a 



            9    little bit before we have to exit the building.  But I do 



           10    want to -- sir.  



           11                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  What I'd like to 



           12    know is -- my concern is about who are these people that 



           13    come up with this bright idea of burying PCBs on our 



           14    beaches?  Our DEW line is washing out.  This island is 



           15    washing out.  And we got God knows how many tons of PCBs 



           16    buried about 10, 20 feet above sea level and about 100 



           17    feet from the beach.  And it's getting -- it's washing out 



           18    pretty quick.  Who are these guys that come up with this 



           19    bright idea of burying the PCBs in the worst place 



           20    possible?                 MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Do you have a 



           21    contact with the Air Force?  Have you -- 



           22                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  No.



           23                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Because they should 



           24    have a project -- I mean, I can talk to you on break and I 



           25    could get contact information for the people that should 
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            1    be responsible.



            2                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Because I worked 



            3    for a shipping company in Canada for about ten years, and 



            4    we have hauled -- I can't remember how many DEW line sites 



            5    we hauled out from Canada.  But we took all their garbage 



            6    out.  Why is it different here and they bury their PCBs 



            7    here?  And that's my biggest concern.  PCBs are pretty 



            8    serious.  



            9         Thanks.  



           10                    MR. JOE BALASH:  I just wanted to say 



           11    thank you again and look forward to continuing to meet and 



           12    talk not only tonight, but later on in the year we will be 



           13    back again.  



           14                    UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER:  And one more 



           15    thing for you hunters or people who go out.  There's maps 



           16    out there if you want to designate the places you hunt, 



           17    duck hunt or anything, please make sure you note your 



           18    trails routes on the map.  



           19               (Proceedings adjourned at 8:12 p.m.)



           20               



           21               



           22               



           23               



           24               



           25               
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  1    P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

  2                    MS. KAREN MOURITSEN:  Hello, everyone.  We

  3    are going to get started.  Thank you so much for coming to

  4    this meeting about the oil and gas leasing program for the

  5    coastal plain.  And today we want to hear from you all.

  6    We want to hear your comments about this project.  We are

  7    in the scoping portion of the project, which means we want

  8    to hear your comments.  So first if we could -- I'd like

  9    to have an invocation.  And Ida is going to do an

 10    invocation for us.

 11               (Invocation offered by Ida Angasan.)

 12                    MS. KAREN MOURITSEN:  Thank you, Ida.  So

 13    I want to introduce people first.  I'm Karen Mouritsen

 14    with BLM, and I met a lot of you when I came here in

 15    February.  Joe Balash is our Assistant Secretary.  And he

 16    was here in February, also.  Greg Siekaniec from the Fish

 17    & Wildlife Service, Regional Director.  Joanna Fox, Fish &

 18    Wildlife Service.  Nicole Hayes is with the BLM.  She's

 19    our project manager.  In just a minute she's going to run

 20    through a short presentation before we take comments from

 21    you all.  Chad Ricklefs is helping us.  Amy Lewis --

 22                    MR. CHAD RICKLEFS:  She will be back.

 23                    MS. KAREN MOURITSEN:  She will be back.

 24    And Paul is here assisting.  And let's see.  Mary Vavrik

 25    is our court reporter, and Mary is going to record all the
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  1    comments you are saying.  She would like you to say your

  2    name first.  And we don't have a microphone, so would you

  3    like people to kind of come -- come up here and speak so

  4    that she can hear you clearly and get your name and get

  5    everything down that you are saying.

  6         Let's see.  Do we have anyone else to introduce?

  7    Lieutenant Governor here and Mr. Cotten, our --

  8                    COMMISSIONER SAM COTTEN:  Commissioner of

  9    Fish & Game.

 10                    MS. KAREN MOURITSEN:  Commissioner of Fish

 11    & Game.

 12                    MR. MARK WIGGIN:  And Mark Wiggin, Deputy

 13    Commissioner, DNR.

 14                    MS. KAREN MOURITSEN:  Okay.  Good.

 15    Welcome.

 16         So Joe, would you like to say a few words before

 17    Nicole does the presentation?

 18                    MR. JOE BALASH:  So my name is Joe Balash.

 19    I work now as the Assistant Secretary for Land and

 20    Minerals Management in Washington, D.C. at the Department

 21    of the Interior, but before I had that job, I lived up

 22    here in Alaska for 30 years.  One of the jobs that I had

 23    up here was as the Commissioner for the Department of

 24    Natural Resources, so I have spent a lot of time working

 25    on natural resource issues, planning documents, lease
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  1    sales, those sorts of things.

  2         And the purpose for tonight's meeting is to talk

  3    about the leasing program for the coastal plain, and

  4    that's going to be done in the context of an EIS.  And

  5    that's where we stand now.  Nicole is going to walk

  6    through some of the big important pieces of that EIS and

  7    what that planning document and process is going to look

  8    like.

  9         But, you know, one thing that I'm sure you are all

 10    quite familiar with is a lot of the controversy, a lot of

 11    the emotion that surrounds this issue has been building

 12    for many, many years.  But you know, Congress has given us

 13    at BLM a job to do, which is to hold a lease sale.  And so

 14    what we are trying to do is gather information from the

 15    communities that are most affected.

 16         When we kicked off this process, we had originally

 17    scheduled Kaktovik for the first meeting because Kaktovik

 18    is the community that is most directly impacted, closest

 19    to the activity that may happen, and we wanted to listen

 20    closely to the community here.  Due to a death in the

 21    community, however, we rescheduled to tonight.

 22         And on Friday we are going to have another meeting in

 23    Washington, D.C.  It will be the final scoping meeting.

 24    And there are a lot of voices out there across the country

 25    and around the world that have an opinion about this.  And
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  1    it's our job to listen to everything that everybody says.

  2    But I want you to know that we are here to listen most

  3    closely to what you have to say because you are closest

  4    and most directly impacted.

  5         We have spent time in Arctic Village and Venetie, as

  6    well.  They have concerns that we will be taking into

  7    account.  But considering proximity and the actual

  8    location of your community, it's going to be critical that

  9    we understand the kind of things that matter most to the

 10    times of year that you hunt, that you go into the refuge

 11    and conduct other subsistence activities so that as we put

 12    together the conditions, the stipulations on leases, that

 13    we are planning for and accommodating the things that

 14    matter most to the residents here in Kaktovik.

 15         And so hopefully this is just going to be one of many

 16    conversations we have along the way.  This is just the

 17    scoping stage.  There will be a draft EIS prepared.  We

 18    will come back to engage further with the community as

 19    there is more substance to talk about.  And I hope all of

 20    you feel very comfortable telling us exactly what you

 21    think about this and what you think we need to be

 22    concerned about and watching out for.

 23         So thank you for hosting us here in Kaktovik.

 24                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Thanks, Joe.  So as he

 25    said, I'm Nicole Hayes.  I'm the project manager for the
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  1    coastal plain oil and gas leasing program EIS.  I'm very

  2    sorry we are late.  We got a little delayed with the

  3    plane.  So I appreciate your patience.

  4         I'm going to go through the presentation fairly

  5    quickly because the whole purpose of being here is for you

  6    to come up and, like Joe said, share your comments about

  7    the oil and gas leasing program.  So I will talk about

  8    what that process is and why we are here, what the

  9    requirements are of both the Bureau of Land Management and

 10    Fish & Wildlife Service.

 11         I'll discuss what the NEPA process is.  NEPA is the

 12    National Environmental Policy Act.  I'll walk through that

 13    because the Environmental Impact Statement we are doing is

 14    the NEPA process.  I'll talk about subsistence and ANILCA

 15    Section 810 because here in Alaska that's a critical

 16    component of the evaluations that we do when we go through

 17    the NEPA process.

 18         And most importantly, I'm going to talk about how to

 19    participate.  Again, we want to hear from you.  There is

 20    many ways for you to provide input, and coming up and

 21    having an opportunity to speak and have it recorded by

 22    Mary is a great opportunity to share your thoughts,

 23    concerns and recommendations.

 24         So on December 22, 2017, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of

 25    2017 was enacted.  With this, the Secretary of the
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  1    Interior, acting through the Bureau of Land Management,

  2    was given the responsibility to implement an oil and gas

  3    leasing program within the 1002 area identified here --

  4    it's called the coastal plain -- within the Tax Act to

  5    implement this oil and gas leasing program within the 1.6

  6    million acres of the 19.3 million-acre Arctic National

  7    Wildlife Refuge.

  8         Part of the requirements of the Tax Act is that a

  9    lease sale be held within the first four years of

 10    enactment of the Act, and then a subsequent lease sale be

 11    held within seven years.  Each of the lease sales that are

 12    required to be held are to contain 400,000 acres of the

 13    areas with the highest potential for hydrocarbons.  So oil

 14    and gas potential.  Those are some of the main

 15    requirements of the Tax Act.

 16         There are some other provisions which require that

 17    the department allow for up to 2,000 acres of surface

 18    development.  What we are analyzing and what we are

 19    evaluating in our EIS is for a lease sale and any

 20    additional activity -- and I'll touch on it a little bit

 21    later -- would require a separate process, a separate NEPA

 22    analysis.

 23         So agency responsibilities for administering the

 24    coastal plain oil and gas leasing program, the Bureau of

 25    Land Management administers all federal mineral estate,
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  1    including the oil and gas under the Arctic National

  2    Wildlife Refuge.  We are responsible for developing a

  3    leasing program, we conduct lease sales, and we approve at

  4    a later date, again which requires a separate NEPA

  5    analysis, applications for a permit to drill, potentially.

  6         The Fish & Wildlife Service is responsible for

  7    managing and administering the surface of the Arctic

  8    National Wildlife Refuge, and they are a cooperating

  9    agency.  We are working closely with them because

 10    obviously they know the resource, and we need that

 11    information to help inform us and help make good decisions

 12    when we are developing this Environmental Impact

 13    Statement.

 14         This slide shows the BLM oil and gas leasing and

 15    development process.  You will note that the star and the

 16    highlight is for that first bullet, which is the leasing,

 17    the EIS sales and lease issuance.  That is what we are

 18    going to be analyzing in our Environmental Impact

 19    Statement.

 20         The other steps, the geophysical, exploration,

 21    applications for a permit to drill, operations and

 22    production, inspection and enforcement, and reclamation

 23    will be discussed because we have to have a reasonably

 24    foreseeable development scenario to analyze in our

 25    environmental document.  However, the only thing that
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  1    would be authorized as a result of the EIS is a lease

  2    sale.  So that first phase is what we are focused on.  If

  3    there are applications in the future for these other

  4    steps, then it would require a separate process, which may

  5    be similar to what we are doing right now.  Yeah.  Any

  6    on-the-ground disturbance, any activities that would

  7    result in some sort of development would require a

  8    separate NEPA analysis.

  9         So you will hear me say NEPA a lot because the

 10    National Environmental Policy Act is really long to say,

 11    but that is what requires us to evaluate impacts to

 12    resources and look at ways to offset or avoid, minimize

 13    those impacts in our analysis.

 14         So what initiated this process was the enactment of

 15    the Tax Act on December 22nd.  We officially kicked it off

 16    with the Notice of Intent that was published on April

 17    20th.  The Notice of Intent says that BLM intends to

 18    develop an Environmental Impact Statement for the oil and

 19    gas leasing program.  The scoping period is for 60 days.

 20    This is a really critical part of the process because this

 21    is when we are gathering input from all stakeholders.

 22         So the scoping period currently closes on June 19th.

 23    So today we are again interested in hearing your comments.

 24    After the scoping period closes, we develop the scoping

 25    report, and in that scoping report are all the issues that
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  1    were identified through the scoping process.  So the

  2    concerns that we need to analyze in the Environmental

  3    Impact Statement are what's discussed in the scoping

  4    report.  And that's what we focus on in the EIS, the areas

  5    to avoid, the conditions that we should be considering,

  6    all the high priority resource areas.  Those types of

  7    things are the things that we are gathering through this

  8    scoping process.

  9         After we have that scoping report and we know the

 10    important topics that we need to analyze, we will develop

 11    the draft EIS, the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

 12    After that, that's another really important part of the

 13    process because we take that draft EIS and we put it out

 14    to the public for comment.  We also do public comment

 15    meetings to go over what's in the draft EIS and take

 16    comments and receive input from the public again.

 17         Based off of that public input, we revise that draft

 18    EIS, and then we publish a final one.  And after the

 19    publication of a final EIS, we write a Record of Decision

 20    and then would hold a lease sale.

 21         As I mentioned, a really critical part of our

 22    analysis that's separate from NEPA, but we do it

 23    concurrently, is evaluation under Section 810 of ANILCA.

 24    ANILCA is conducted concurrently, and it requires federal

 25    agencies to consider impacts of our actions which would be

00013

  1    the lease sale and evaluation of subsistence uses.  So at

  2    the draft EIS phase, we do an initial 810 evaluation and

  3    finding, which is attached to the draft EIS.  If the

  4    finding in that initial 810 analysis is may significantly

  5    restrict subsistence uses, subsistence hearings are held.

  6         As I mentioned, we have public comment meetings on

  7    the draft EIS.  We would wrap that up, so it may be the

  8    same day one meeting after the next, but then we would

  9    hold a separate subsistence hearing to get impacts on

 10    those impacts identified in that initial subsistence

 11    finding.

 12         Once we receive all of that input, again we make any

 13    edits or changes to that final determination, make up --

 14    or to that initial determination, we make a final

 15    determination, and that is appended to the final EIS.

 16    Again, a very critical part.

 17         So BLM has been given the responsibility to implement

 18    the requirements of the Tax Act.  The requirements require

 19    that we hold lease sales within this coastal plain area.

 20    So the things that we really want to know are:  What are

 21    the areas that we should avoid?  What are the areas in

 22    which we should have timing restrictions on to hold a

 23    lessee to not be able to do anything during that time of

 24    year?  What are the really important resources?  Do you

 25    have recommended stipulations?  All of that type of
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  1    information is really important for our decisionmaking and

  2    will help form the development of the alternatives.  Also,

  3    lease tract size, where to offer -- where to offer leases

  4    for sale.  Those are really important.  So if you have

  5    those specific types of comments, we are very interested

  6    in hearing them.

  7         Cooperating agencies, to date we have seven of them.

  8    We have other invitations that have been sent out, and we

  9    just haven't received acceptance letters.  But what

 10    cooperating agencies are, they are agencies that have

 11    specialized expertise or jurisdiction by law for specific

 12    resources, and they help develop and inform the

 13    Environmental Impact Statement.  So they bring their

 14    expertise to the table and help ensure that the accurate

 15    and most -- best available information is in there.  To

 16    date we have Fish & Wildlife Service, of course.

 17                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  Are we not

 18    cooperating?  Kaktovik is not listed there.

 19                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  We have sent an

 20    invitation.  We haven't received a response back.  So we

 21    are having a government-to-government consultation meeting

 22    with Native Village of Kaktovik tomorrow, and that is

 23    something that we could definitely discuss.

 24                    MR. GLEN SOLOMON:  So I went over to one

 25    of your testimonies like in Fairbanks and Anchorage, and
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  1    all of this is new to me right here.  All the pictures

  2    that I took of your guys' schedule and everything, and you

  3    guys don't have Fish & Wildlife in there.  So you guys

  4    just added these ones in there?

  5                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So Fish & Wildlife

  6    Service was actually our first cooperating agency that we

  7    had.  The ones that have been added were the Native

  8    Village of Venetie Tribal Government, the Venetie Village

  9    Council and Arctic Village Council and the U.S.

 10    Environmental Protection Agency, I think are new

 11    acceptances.  The State of Alaska was probably a couple of

 12    weeks ago.  So we have been updating the slides as we get

 13    responses back, trying to make sure we are sharing the

 14    most current information.  I expect that this list may

 15    expand, but as of today this is who has accepted or asked

 16    to be a cooperating agency.  So --

 17                    MR. GLEN SOLOMON:  Because the last BLM

 18    hearings that I went to, you guys didn't have Fish &

 19    Wildlife with you guys.

 20                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  We didn't have Fish &

 21    Wildlife Service with us?

 22                    MR. GLEN SOLOMON:  The one in Fairbanks

 23    and Anchorage, I think.

 24                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Yep.  We have had them.

 25    They have been with us.  We are relying heavily on Fish &
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  1    Wildlife Service, so they are coming with us.

  2         So this is the tentative schedule that we have.  As I

  3    mentioned, the Notice of Intent kicked off the

  4    Environmental Impact Statement process.  It started April

  5    20th, and it goes through June 19th.  So please, if you

  6    want to provide written comments, please provide it by

  7    that date.

  8         Over the summer we are going to be developing

  9    alternatives, evaluating environmental consequences, and

 10    this fall publishing a Draft Environmental Impact

 11    Statement.  Again, this is also another opportunity for

 12    public comment of everyone, of all interested

 13    stakeholders.  And then we would revise that in the

 14    winter/fall or the winter time frame and then publish a

 15    final EIS in the spring, signing a Record of Decision in

 16    the spring or summer of next year.

 17         I should also mention throughout the process, we are

 18    conducting government-to-government consultations with

 19    those tribes and ANCSA corporations that are most directly

 20    affected by this project.  The government-to-government

 21    consultations, they go on throughout the process.  And a

 22    tribe or the council of a tribe can request consultation

 23    or provide input at any time.  So we do have two main

 24    periods in which we are gathering comments for the public.

 25    There are other opportunities specifically for
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  1    government-to-government relationships in which to provide

  2    input into the process.

  3                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  If we wanted to

  4    request a lesser air traffic time when the herds are

  5    migrating through, we do that through our local tribal

  6    entity to coordinate higher up?

  7                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  You can do that.  You

  8    can write it in a scoping comment.  You can -- you can do

  9    it multiple ways but, yes, I mean, that is definitely one

 10    way, but providing it in a scoping comment is a great way,

 11    also.

 12         We have -- as Joe mentioned, seven scoping meetings

 13    scheduled, and this is the sixth of seven.  We will be in

 14    Washington, D.C. on Friday to conduct a scoping meeting,

 15    and that will conclude the scoping meetings, with the

 16    scoping period wrapping up June 19th.

 17         There are many ways to submit comments.  Today coming

 18    up and getting your voice heard on the record, regardless

 19    of what your thoughts, issues, concerns are, is a really

 20    great way to provide input.  Mary is going to get every

 21    word you say down on the record, and that will be part of

 22    the scoping report.

 23         Another way is to go to this link.  It's in the

 24    handout.  If you didn't grab a handout -- and submit

 25    comments directly online.  You can email it to that email
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  1    address up there or mail it to the mailing address right

  2    here.  And again, comments are accepted through June 19th.

  3         So this is the end of my presentation.  It's really

  4    short because we want to hear from you.  So I hope people

  5    want to come up and comment.

  6         So the floor is open.  It's really informal.  We just

  7    ask that if you want to come up and share comments,

  8    concerns, issues, that you just come up to the front so

  9    Mary can make sure to get everything you say on the

 10    record.

 11                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  Your Environmental

 12    Impact Statement, when is that research information

 13    gathered?

 14                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So the Environmental

 15    Impact Statement is based off of the best available

 16    information.

 17                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  Right, the best

 18    available.  Is that from the '80s?  Is that from the '90s,

 19    2000s?

 20                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  I guess it will depend

 21    on the resources.  So we are just in scoping, and we are

 22    gathering information right now.

 23         Please come up and --

 24                    MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  I right now I have a

 25    question.  Is Environmental Impact Statement and the
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  1    baseline study, is there going to be another -- there

  2    should be another environmental statement.  What you had

  3    before was about 30 years ago, and climate change has

  4    changed a lot of things.  So will there be a totally new

  5    Environmental Impact Statement or are they going to try to

  6    resurrect the 30-year-old one?

  7                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  This is a completely

  8    new Environmental Impact Statement.

  9                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  We can request and

 10    demand a new Environmental Impact Statement to be

 11    gathered?

 12                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  We are creating a new

 13    Environmental Impact Statement.  But again, we are really

 14    here because we need to know what to analyze.  We want to

 15    hear your comments and concerns.

 16                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  Right.  We don't want

 17    outdated research information used for these new

 18    operations or developments.  We want new research

 19    information.

 20                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  I'm going to come up.

 21    Somebody has to start, so it might as well be me.

 22                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Thank you, Ida.

 23                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  Don't be scared.  I know

 24    you guys will say something afterwards.  I want you guys

 25    to come up here and say something.  I'm going to go with
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  1    impact A right now.  You know, things have been addressed.

  2    They haven't been addressed.  And we need to tell them

  3    what we want and what we need at this time.  We are going

  4    to be impacted with the oil and gas over there, and we --

  5    we need to hear from you guys.  Don't just stand there and

  6    don't just sit there and not say something because if you

  7    don't say anything, I'm not going to listen to you.  You

  8    have to come up here and say something.

  9         So what I'm talking about is our schools.  We have a

 10    great school here and everything.  Our roads need -- our

 11    roads need to be fixed.  Our community, we have potholes

 12    in our island and everything else that we have here.  And

 13    we need housing.  We really need housing for our

 14    communities.  Also we need a new search and rescue

 15    building.  Our Native Village offices that we have in that

 16    old Fish & Wildlife building is so old it's falling apart.

 17    It was given to us by Fish & Game -- thank you very

 18    much -- at one time.  So we need a new Native Village of

 19    Kaktovik meeting -- or building.

 20         And there are houses in this place that are moved

 21    from our -- from the old village to up here, and they are

 22    all broken down and whatnot now.  And then the houses that

 23    were built long ago, they need renovations.  And lots of

 24    people that are elders and those that are living in them,

 25    they need to be repaired.  I know because my father lives
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  1    in one.

  2         And then what else is there?  We need elder care.  We

  3    need recreation for all.  Our children need to have better

  4    recreation than what they have.  That -- the area that

  5    they have right now is -- I see part of it is new, but we

  6    need a new place, a new safe place for our children to

  7    have their recreational areas outside when they are out

  8    there.  And we need a new playground.  So we could have a

  9    new playground with a baseball field or the playground

 10    with all new things and whatnot.  We need a new church

 11    building.  I know that.

 12         And then we need to have three- and four-bedroom

 13    houses, not just the little tiny box that we have down

 14    there that are built up there which the wind could blow

 15    away, I'm sure, and so -- which is dangerous for families

 16    when they have to climb up the stairs.  That's a long 13

 17    steps to go up those stairs because I counted them.  I

 18    have been up there before, so --

 19         And what else is there?  But we also need to listen

 20    and hear.  But you guys have to listen to us.  And we want

 21    to -- and you -- and the village of -- you guys have to

 22    tell them what we need.  I'm just part of it.  You guys

 23    are younger than I am, so all of you need to say

 24    something.  So I don't know what else to say.

 25         So thank you.  If I hear something else -- if I -- if
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  1    I think of something else, I'll say it.

  2                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  One comment on top of

  3    yours, Ida, I would like to see our old orange

  4    streetlights back.  These new streetlights we have are not

  5    good visibility to see polar bears walking through town,

  6    and that's regular.  We need our old lights back.  I don't

  7    know if that comes from the oil money, from the borough.

  8    That's one -- one on top of Ida's.

  9                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  I forgot one other

 10    thing.  We need more airlines.  Our airlines -- and then

 11    when the airlines do get filled up and everything, our

 12    stores are hurting.  That -- that impacts our way of

 13    living in our community because we end up with no milk, no

 14    cereal, you know.  Stuff -- vegetables, fresh vegetables.

 15    When you order fresh vegetables, they are so rotten when

 16    they come in, it's pathetic.  So anything else you guys

 17    want to say?  Go for it.

 18                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  More airlines.

 19    Agree.

 20                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  And we also need to get

 21    an impact on -- alcohol and drugs will be flowing in.  We

 22    know that.  So if there is a -- I know the North Slope

 23    Borough needs help with the police department and whatnot,

 24    but we need help.  It will flow in, the drugs, alcohol.

 25    It's always here.  But we need better improvements on how
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  1    to keep it out of here.

  2                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  We would like to see

  3    a terminal at our airport.

  4                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  I think I have a big one

  5    where we are talking about the gas line from Point Thomson

  6    to here, but that's not only the biggest one.  The biggest

  7    one is we need better information about the rifles and

  8    hunting stuff that the hunters have when they are going

  9    hunting in between -- how far can you hunt from certain

 10    areas of the oil and gas place?  That needs to be set.

 11    And our clinic needs improvements.  I know there are some

 12    areas in it that needs help.  Our fire department is new,

 13    just about, but it also needs help.

 14         And the improvements in the water plant.  Lately our

 15    generators have been going out.  I don't know if it's a

 16    new part of the generation or not or the generator or not,

 17    but it's -- we need many new things.  Senior center.  And

 18    I don't know.

 19         There is ways to get funding for these, and I know

 20    the oil and gas people will listen.  They can hear us.

 21    And you guys need to say something about this.  Please.

 22    Thank you.

 23                    MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  My name is Robert

 24    Thompson.  I've lived here for more than 30 years.  I have

 25    a concern if this were to happen, where will we be able to
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  1    do our subsistence hunting?  We are guaranteed those

  2    rights under ANILCA.  Nobody has told me so far if we will

  3    be able to hunt in this proposed oil field.  That has got

  4    to be decided because that is what we are guaranteed by

  5    another law.

  6         I'd like to know about what they are going to do with

  7    Veteran's allotments.  Senator Murkowski has a bill to

  8    allow Veterans that's hurt in Vietnam to get allotments

  9    within this area.  I'd like to know if that's included

 10    with this because this is a new thing after her bill -- it

 11    hasn't been passed yet, but it's pending.

 12         I believe we should have Environmental Impact

 13    Statement to include human health.  In other places they

 14    haven't did that.  When they have a mishap and something

 15    happens, the oil companies will say, we don't know what --

 16    what those people's health were.  They have an increase in

 17    respiratory problems in Nuiqsut.  The oil companies will

 18    say, well, they smoke too many cigarettes.  We shouldn't

 19    have to have that happen here.  Before this starts they

 20    should determine what our health concerns are and a

 21    baseline of everybody here.  Their health should be

 22    inventoried so when later on you get a spill or emissions,

 23    they can't come back and say, well, you smoke too much.

 24         There is communities in this world where people don't

 25    live to be old because of the pollution.  There is a place
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  1    in Canada, they don't have any elders, there is so much

  2    pollution.  That could happen here.  What's happened in

  3    Prudhoe, you go into one small area, they say this is

  4    environmentally good.  It's okay.  The next year it's

  5    another one.  Pretty soon you have 1,000 square miles with

  6    industrial activity.

  7         I don't know that there is a baseline here to

  8    determine air quality, but that is important before you

  9    start.  Shell Oil already got called on that with

 10    emissions for their drill fleet.  So this is very

 11    important.  I don't think anybody can argue with it.  And

 12    I think the people that are proposing it because they are

 13    interested in the money, should support this also because

 14    we all need to be concerned about health.  And if it gets

 15    adversely affected, it's got to be able to -- we can prove

 16    it, not that we are smoking too much.

 17         And I'd like to see some something related to

 18    cumulative impacts.  There again, we have had these

 19    industrial activities.  I've seen black smoke come through

 20    here from the Prudhoe Bay area.  Nobody is monitoring

 21    these permits.  So we have got to be very sure that there

 22    are people to monitor every permit that's put out.  And we

 23    should have people here trained to know that.  I mean,

 24    this -- this is going on.  We can't just have them doing

 25    it their way.  That's been going on a lot.
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  1         Previously there was offshore wells drilled.  Nobody

  2    here knew about it.  And once we know, then we can do

  3    something, but we definitely have to have somebody here

  4    knowledgeable to monitor what is going on.

  5         Okay.  Another concern I have is that the private

  6    holdings, which are considerable, the holdings of Arctic

  7    Slope Regional Corporation are held to the same standard

  8    as everyone else.  They can't be having their own

  9    environmental issues.  It's got to be consistent with the

 10    larger plan.  That's a concern because they might say it's

 11    private land, we can do it our way, but they still have to

 12    have -- allow monitoring and some oversight on this

 13    because they are going to be part of this, and the

 14    industrial pollution that could come up there has got to

 15    be consistent with what's acceptable for human health.

 16         I'd like to see a timeline on this.  It seems like

 17    this is just moving along to get this done before Trump

 18    gets out of office so we can approve all of this.  I don't

 19    know.  It just seems to me it should be a longer timeline

 20    for study or comments.

 21         And the fact that the baseline study was done 30

 22    years ago, that should be given serious consideration

 23    because now we don't have any more musk ox.  The polar

 24    bear are in peril.  There should be concern about these

 25    animals.  The polar bear, by some studies, could be
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  1    extinct in my lifetime, and there may be two musk ox left.

  2         So these things have got to be addressed.  And with

  3    more than -- every endangered or threatened species should

  4    have a serious review.  You have got 19 endangered or

  5    threatened species.  Every one has to be addressed, not --

  6    I asked about -- before about the ivory gull.  Oh, we will

  7    have a biologist make a report on it.  That's not

  8    sufficient because they don't know what's causing the

  9    decline.  So if there is a decline in some of these

 10    animals, they have got to determine why and how to address

 11    it to mitigate it.

 12         That's what the Environmental Protection Agency is

 13    about and the Clean Air Act and the Clean Water Act.  The

 14    Trump Administration is trying to do away with these.

 15    These are what can determine how this is compatible with

 16    us.  If we do away with all these protections, we don't

 17    have anything.  I mean, that's what the goal is, it looks

 18    like.

 19         So these should be all out in the open.  It shouldn't

 20    be do away with that Act so we can have our way.  That is

 21    what the oil industry -- they are not honorable people.

 22    They are not people.  They are just a for-profit

 23    corporation, the same way with Arctic Slope Regional

 24    Corporation.  They don't represent the people.  They

 25    represent a corporation that is in business to make money.
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  1    They have joint ventures at this moment with Chevron,

  2    Texaco and British Petroleum.

  3         So they should not be considered a voice of the

  4    people here in Kaktovik.  They surely have a right to

  5    speak, but it should be very clear who they are speaking

  6    for.  I don't want that corporation to speak for me.  I'm

  7    not part of it.  But they have a tendency to do that.  So

  8    that should be very clear in any of these activities who

  9    is presenting it and for what, because when you've got

 10    for-profit corporations, their concerns are different than

 11    a lot of the rest of us.  They are in the business of

 12    making money, and some of these environmental issues just

 13    get in the way.

 14         So that's what I got to say now.  And I've probably

 15    got a little bit more, but I'll come back.  Thank you.

 16                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  Thank you, Robert.

 17                    MR. EDWARD REXFORD, SR.:  Okay.  My name

 18    is Edward Rexford, Sr.  I'm the president of our tribal

 19    government here.  Also the land manager for our local

 20    corporation.  And I'm glad you folks made it in after

 21    the -- our funeral, and I'm glad you accommodated our

 22    community.

 23         Our concerns, our tribe and our people here have been

 24    put in a hard spot after PLO-82, which was a military

 25    withdrawal of the Arctic, and that impacted our people
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  1    where they had to prove independent use to be eligible for

  2    a Native allotment.  And the date they used for our people

  3    was 1934.  Remember, PLO-82 was in 1943.  So our people

  4    here has been used and exploited not by, you know, our own

  5    government.  It's been the Air Force with the three forced

  6    relocations with no apology to this day.

  7         Also medical experiments has been done on our people,

  8    the iodine radiation experiments.  And the other villages

  9    got compensated for being guinea pigs in that experiment,

 10    but Kaktovik was left out.  It seems like our community is

 11    always left out for justice and human rights activities

 12    that happen in our area.

 13         Unfortunately, we are here today to try to speak up

 14    for our community and not let outside folks talk -- talk

 15    about us and how we should be living.  It's been happening

 16    far too long.  Our own government has faulted our people,

 17    has abused our people.

 18         So now we finally have permission to make money with

 19    our own corporation lands.  Imagine that.  They -- after

 20    land claims, all the corporations in Alaska.  Now,

 21    Kaktovik, they left us out because the land exchange they

 22    have.  Now we can finally develop our own corporation land

 23    and make money out of our own property.  Now that the U.S.

 24    is saying we can finally do this, now we have the other

 25    side, the environmentalists, saying we can't do this.
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  1    What's wrong with this picture?  Human rights violations.

  2    Genocide.

  3         I know I get riled up when this kind of meeting

  4    happens, but a lot of folks don't know our history and

  5    what our people have to go through, the sacrifices we had

  6    to make for this country.  Now we are finally able to make

  7    money from our own corporation property.  I think we have

  8    lots of stuff that our community needs here.

  9         There is a guide that's in this place that the city

 10    did in collaborating with the tribe in the past to have a

 11    say at what happens and what kind of development happens

 12    here.

 13         And a little history.  Our tribe, before land claims,

 14    we had 23 million acres of land past the Canadian border

 15    to the Continental Divide up to Prudhoe Bay.  After land

 16    claims happened, what happened?  They gave us 92,000

 17    acres.  Less than 000.1 percent.  I don't think that's

 18    justice.  That's the greatest rip-off our government has

 19    done to our people.  23 million acres.  All the minerals,

 20    all the gold in the mountains, all the oil.  So they just

 21    give us 92,000 acres.

 22         Are we going to be used as pawns in the future, or

 23    are we going to stand up for our people?  That's what it's

 24    coming to.  We are put in a hard spot.  Our tribe, our

 25    corporation, our city, we all have to work together to
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  1    help our people.

  2         And access to our Native allotment in-holdings, we

  3    have in-holdings past the 1002, past the wilderness into

  4    the refuge.  We will have to have access to our

  5    in-holdings through the oil fields.  And that's a priority

  6    that needs to be worked on.

  7         And the other one is the village health assessment.

  8    I'm glad Robert brought that up.  That's going to have to

  9    be done so there won't be no excuses in the future.  And

 10    we have to be involved in the process, the decisionmaking,

 11    where the buffer zones are for our hunting areas, our

 12    traditional land use areas.  They are all recorded.  And I

 13    will be providing that for the record at a later date.

 14         And also Fish & Wildlife Service, two people came in

 15    the past to try to create the National Wildlife Refuge

 16    here.  They adopted a city council and they told the

 17    people here that it's to protect the caribou.  But they

 18    didn't tell our people, the city council, that if it's a

 19    wildlife refuge, our rights would be impacted.  Now the

 20    wildlife refuge is putting restrictions on who can go, how

 21    we can go to our property, by what means.

 22         And also the closed state of allotments, I mentioned

 23    that.  There's over 25 people here that were denied their

 24    Native allotments.

 25         And also our community is still waiting to hear about
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  1    the impact aid that our community has been promised.

  2    Hopefully we can see that coming in the future and

  3    hopefully -- otherwise our community will be run over.  We

  4    are going to need impact aid for the community.  And those

  5    are very important.

  6         So I think we need to enter into a

  7    government-to-government or a -- to manage the wildlife

  8    refuge.  Other tribes can do it.  We are the only tribe in

  9    the wildlife refuge here.  We need to be part of the

 10    management system that are fighting our people.  We need

 11    co-management for an equal voice.

 12         And I'll be providing the list of names of the close

 13    allotments that apply, the history of the access that was

 14    promised to our people to the allotments with Fish &

 15    Wildlife and the city's negotiations in the past.  All

 16    that can be provided.  And the traditional land use areas

 17    we use to subsist all the way into the mountains, that

 18    also will be provided at a later date.

 19         Thank you.

 20                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  Thank you, Eddie.

 21                    MS. ADRIENNE TITUS:  Hi, everyone.

 22    (Speaking in Inupiaq.)  Before I get started, I just want

 23    to look around the room and acknowledge each and every one

 24    of you that are of this land, that are of this place.  I

 25    acknowledge the trauma that you carry, the hurt that we
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  1    have seen, our ancestors that are inside us.  I'm Inupiaq.

  2    I was raised on the land.  You are my people.

  3         This is really hard for me to get up here today

  4    because I know that you guys want reparation.  I've seen

  5    all of you before in Fairbanks.  I know that you want to

  6    carry your people in a good way.

  7         So who am I to get up and ask questions about

  8    drilling or development, to challenge technology and

  9    corporate efforts, to stand here and condemn oil companies

 10    and Alaska Native corporations for desecrating the land?

 11    But who am I not to ask these questions?  My grandchildren

 12    depend on my voice and my legacy, my grandparents' legacy.

 13    To not question the rules and the regulations put into

 14    place that determine how clean the water and air are, but

 15    in reality they are there to determine how dirty we can

 16    make it before it's unsafe or unhealthy for consumption

 17    for us all.

 18         Alaska is 24th in the world when it comes to oil

 19    reserves.  We have thousands of gallons discovered in

 20    places that have already seen destruction, but restraint

 21    is what we lack.  Another day, another dollar.  When did

 22    we all become owners of the land?  It has always owned us.

 23    We have always been indebted to the place that has kept

 24    our people since time immemorial.

 25         Who am I to question fake technology?  What part of
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  1    the shaking the earth and drilling into the core, setting

  2    seismic waves through the waters that scare the sacred

  3    beings that give themselves to us, the beings that have

  4    sustained our people of the north since time immemorial?

  5    What part of seismic testing, digging and drilling makes

  6    it safe or okay, not just for animals, but for us, for our

  7    land.

  8         Money is the end goal, not health or security for the

  9    people of the north.  Who is to determine our wealth?

 10    Poverty has only recently been introduced to the Native

 11    communities.  For thousands of years people have subsisted

 12    from the land and oceans and rivers of Alaska.

 13         It was a hard life, but it had none of the

 14    frustrations and stigmas of poverty.  For the people, we

 15    were never poor.  Living from the land sustained life.

 16    The sharing created a bond between people that helped

 17    ensure survival.  Life was hard then, but people found

 18    life satisfying.  Today it's getting easier, but it's no

 19    longer satisfying.  Since when does one way of life have

 20    to die so another can live?

 21         In closing, I reiterate the words of Mary Ann Wharton

 22    [ph].  I can't stress enough.  The cost of development is

 23    the land.  No money can buy it back, can repair it to the

 24    way it was before.

 25         I ask that BLM conduct a human impact study, and the
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  1    correlation with not just the land, but also the animals

  2    that have been used for thousands of years to sustain our

  3    relationship with our land.  I ask that the EIS be

  4    completed in an entirety with the consideration of climate

  5    change and how it has progressed twice as fast than the

  6    rest of the world.  The stories that carry our

  7    grandparents' legacies must not stop here with oil

  8    derricks and pipelines.

  9         I ask that you remember the struggle your people have

 10    endured to get you this far and the fight that you have in

 11    you to make reparations for the wrong that has been done

 12    and end the cycle of colonization and assimilation that

 13    has individualized our once intergenerational homes and

 14    communities.  Our children and their children depend on

 15    us.

 16         I ask that you continue in the way of your ancestors

 17    and defend all that is sacred, the sacred things that have

 18    sustained indigenous people since time immemorial:  The

 19    land, the water, the animals.  Please remember your sacred

 20    duty to take care of yourselves because those people that

 21    live inside of you must live on for tens of thousands of

 22    years.  Long after we join our ancestors, our descendants

 23    will.  We want to be remembered as good ancestors.  Our

 24    people have worked together to make our communities thrive

 25    for thousands of years.  I encourage each and every one of
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  1    you to take those thoughts with you as I leave this

  2    meeting today.  Keep in mind that oil dispersement

  3    chemicals don't work in Arctic waters, that the closest

  4    rescue center is over 1,000 nautical miles away, and that

  5    even when a murder occurs in our villages, or when there

  6    are things that we need immediate response for, it takes

  7    days on end for one person.  Think about what's going to

  8    happen to this land if there is an oil spill and the

  9    response that's going to come along with it.

 10         I feel this place.  I got off the plane yesterday,

 11    and I could feel the air and the land and people, the

 12    ancestors that live here.  I hope that you keep that all

 13    in mind as well as you continue on with this, whatever

 14    decisions that you make.

 15         Quyana.

 16                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  Thank you for that

 17    message.  May I ask where you are from?

 18                    MS. ADRIENNE TITUS:  Unalakleet.  My

 19    grandparents are Alma and Roland Ivanoff and Jenny and

 20    Charlie Blatchford.

 21                    MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  Okay.  I'd like to

 22    bring up one more point.  On this issue presented that we

 23    have to do this oil development in the 1002 because we

 24    have such a strong need for it, I know of 90 billion

 25    barrels of oil on the North Slope separate from the
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  1    refuge.  They have only extracted 17 billion in 40 years.

  2    So there is plenty of oil.  There is foothills.  Headlines

  3    say 17 billion barrels.  There's 12 billion more in

  4    Prudhoe beach.  It goes on.  They haven't even started on

  5    the petroleum reserve, which I'd rather they didn't

  6    extract that, but it's available, separate from the Arctic

  7    Refuge.

  8         So what is driving this is some corporations that see

  9    the need for making more money.  But I think some of the

 10    things that a lot of us care for is, you know, to keep it

 11    as is.

 12         So I think as part of this environmental assessment,

 13    Frank Murkowski said, do not be misinformed.  Let's honor

 14    that and determine if there is, in fact, possibly 90

 15    billion barrels that can be extracted without going into

 16    the refuge.  That is one of the facts that should be out

 17    there because everybody is acting like this is the last

 18    oil we have got.  We will be riding bicycles if we don't

 19    develop.  We can use this to help Shishmaref.  All kinds

 20    of things are attributed to this little bit of oil here,

 21    but there is plenty of oil in other places.  In the state

 22    of Alaska, I believe the foothills, I think that belongs

 23    to the State.  So it would probably be in their better

 24    interest to exploit -- I don't say develop.  I say

 25    exploit.  It's more of a correct term.
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  1         But those are the things that should be looked at to

  2    see if this is actually necessary to extract this.

  3    Because we should know that the next step is offshore.  If

  4    they get a foothold onshore, Shell Oil has leases offshore

  5    here towards the Canadian border.  When they asked Frank

  6    Murkowski why they weren't -- and the State of Alaska has

  7    got land, that they could not develop because the Arctic

  8    Refuge is not developed.  If they develop the refuge, it's

  9    going to be a pipeline to accommodate the offshore

 10    interests.  That's a fact.  Frank Murkowski again said,

 11    when he was asked why didn't the state leases sell, when

 12    we get ANWR they will.

 13         So the people who value whaling, give that very

 14    serious thought why we should allow this because it is a

 15    stepping stone to offshore.

 16         I don't think they really care about 10,000 Native

 17    people on the North Slope.  There is people in this world

 18    that would run right over us, and if they can make money

 19    offshore, that is what will happen.  So those of us that

 20    value whaling, we ought to take that into consideration.

 21         And if this oil is told to go ahead, could they put

 22    in a stipulation that they will not go offshore?  That

 23    would probably appease some people.  Not me.  I don't want

 24    to see any of it.  We got along for 10-, 12,000 years

 25    without this oil, and I'm sure we can keep on without it.
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  1    So I hope this is considered by the Environmental Impact

  2    Statement.

  3                    MR. DENNIS STACEY:  Is there a sign-up

  4    list for the remarks?

  5                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Nope.  It's just

  6    whoever wants to come up.  There has been some great

  7    testimony already.

  8                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  I'm going to say

  9    something again.  Ida Angasan, NVK.  Thank you, this lady

 10    from Unalakleet, for what you said.  I appreciate that.

 11         I'm looking at bullet No. 7, for instance, require

 12    that those who buy leases in 1002 are required to attend

 13    cultural and environmental seminar by Kaktovikmiut.  How

 14    about it says "mandatory"?  We hear mandatory many times

 15    from all the other organizations.  I think instead of

 16    saying "require," we should say "mandatory."  They have to

 17    come here to listen to us first.  Those that are buying

 18    the leases in the 1002 area, they have to be mandated.

 19         And I also have one more.  No. 10, community trails,

 20    the campsites, subsistence use sites by the community of

 21    Kaktovik should be identified and protected in the EIS.

 22    And should -- where it says "should," it should be

 23    "mandated."  Should be mandated.  "Should" should be taken

 24    out of there and say "will not be included in the lease

 25    sales."  Protected in the EIS and mandate not to be
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  1    included in the lease sales.  Those are Native allotments

  2    many of us have.

  3         And that's -- that's what I have to say right now.  I

  4    just want to say mandate.  Those are not required.

  5    Mandate them.  Everybody else says it, you know.  We need

  6    to start looking out for ourselves.  This is Kaktovikmiut.

  7    We live here.  But we also have to be responsible for our

  8    being in Kaktovik, our whaling, our hunting, our fishing.

  9    We have to be responsible for everything that we have and

 10    own in Kaktovik ourselves.  Be responsible for yourself,

 11    your parents, your children, your grandchildren.  Be good

 12    to one another.

 13         Quyanaq.

 14                    MR. DENNIS STACEY:  Good evening.  My

 15    name's Dennis Stacey.  I'm currently working and living

 16    here in Kaktovik.  I'm a long-term resident of Alaska.

 17    Been a 40-year resident.  I've worked in resource

 18    development across Alaska in many places in mining and oil

 19    and gas, and frankly I think that we can have a win/win

 20    situation with the development of the 1002 area.  KIC and

 21    ASRC are major stakeholders within the 1002 area.  And I

 22    think that they are generally in favor of development.

 23         In Petroleum News last week I saw that ASRC and KIC

 24    have committed to a 3-D seismic survey of the area over a

 25    couple of winters.  So that tells me they are interested.
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  1    But there is also a provision of Alaska Native Claims

  2    Settlement Act, 7(i) provision, that mandates sharing

  3    revenues from natural resource development with other

  4    Native corporations.  NANA has done this with Red Dog.

  5    Sealaska did it with their timber.  And I think other

  6    Native corporations have done it, also.

  7         But oil development has brought prosperity to Alaska

  8    and to a lot of the communities, such as Barrow and

  9    Nuiqsut where I've worked.  And I think it can be

 10    beneficial nearby here, too.

 11         There was a lot of concern that the development of

 12    the North Slope oil fields would harm the caribou, and I

 13    believe caribou have thrived alongside the oil

 14    development.  It has not destroyed the caribou.

 15         A couple of winters ago I worked on the Point Thomson

 16    project and saw lots of caribou there, and we also saw a

 17    lot of wolves that spring in 2016.  But there have been a

 18    variety of habitat enhancement projects that I think can

 19    happen here if the stipulations within the refuge permit

 20    it.

 21         For example, with the ASRC mine site, a million acres

 22    of overburden was stripped a couple winters ago and put

 23    back into the pit to reclaim it.  But that kind of a hill,

 24    in my experience, has been real beneficial for caribou in

 25    summertime to get up on those hills to get out of the bugs
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  1    and get some wind.  And I think that a variety of habitat

  2    enhancements like that could be very possible to do;

  3    fisheries enhancements from gravel pits and also waterfowl

  4    enhancements, too.  And perhaps off-site mitigation

  5    outside the refuge and compensation for harm to wetlands

  6    there.

  7         But my understanding is that the direct impact to the

  8    land would be 2,000 acres or less.  And with directional

  9    drilling, a lot of development can take place from very

 10    isolated pads.  And the oil fields I've worked in, such as

 11    Alpine, have a real high environmental threshold for

 12    maintaining the land.  And the stipulations in 1002 area

 13    should be every bit as strict, if not more so, than the

 14    NPR-A.

 15         Anyway, I think it can be a win/win.  And what we are

 16    here for tonight, as I understand it, is we are taking

 17    comments on what should be concerned or considered in your

 18    EIS.  And so these are some of the things that I've

 19    thought of.  And I have some written comments, but I don't

 20    have them ready to submit tonight.  So I'll be sending

 21    those in.

 22         Anyway, thank you for coming to Kaktovik, and

 23    appreciate that.

 24                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Thank you.

 25                    MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  I'd like to comment
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  1    on the gentleman's statement.  He talked about 7(i).  The

  2    corporation, when they acquired it, excluded 7(i).  So you

  3    are wrong about 7(i) being -- just getting shared wealth

  4    with the rest of the state, Natives.  And also concerning

  5    the environment, I've seen changes made to requirements.

  6    Like for ice roads, the climate is getting warmer, so they

  7    changed the standard.  There's industrial people that work

  8    in the oil field lobbying and got it changed.  It's going

  9    to change some more, and they will change it again.

 10         Now they are talking about snow roads.  I don't know

 11    what they are and I don't know if they have been proven to

 12    work anywhere.  But they want to be able to get access to

 13    this, and they don't really care if they have to do

 14    something.  They are talking about -- is there enough

 15    water for ice roads?  They can't use ocean water.  So that

 16    is something that's got to be addressed.  In the

 17    Environmental Impact Statement, can they do what they

 18    propose?  I brought this up at a previous meeting.  They

 19    said, oh, we will just build snow fences.  We'll melt the

 20    snow and make ice roads.  That's never been done.  But

 21    they will tell us that just to get their foot in the door

 22    and get what they want.

 23         And we want to be very careful because they are in

 24    the business of making money, not doing what's right for

 25    all of us.
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  1         So these environmental rules and regulations and

  2    things, procedures, have got to be watched because

  3    industry, they'll do as little as they can to get by.

  4         I've seen presentations by how this oil industry

  5    operates in other countries.  South America, they have no

  6    concerns.  There will be flaring going on in the middle of

  7    villages with kids playing around it.  Pipes will be

  8    laying on the ground.  We have it a little better than

  9    that.  People fault the environmental community, but it's

 10    because people are watching them.

 11         When I first came here, the seismic was going on

 12    offshore.  We didn't know what it was.  We would hear

 13    sonic booms out there.  They are going to do it their way

 14    as much as they can, so people here better be aware and be

 15    able to be knowledgeable in how to -- how to watch them

 16    and what to watch and be there to do it.  If they are 40

 17    miles out there somewhere, we don't see it.  So there

 18    better be some people here to get training to watch

 19    industrial activity because --

 20         Okay.  All the permits that they do on the North

 21    Slope are done with -- with permits.  They get permits for

 22    that.  But they don't have people to monitor their

 23    permits.  So every permit that they have here should have

 24    somebody from -- the State or wherever allows the permit

 25    to happen, they should have somebody there watching to
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  1    make sure they do it.  Like flaring is not supposed to be

  2    going on.  They do it as much as they feel like because

  3    there is nobody there.  When Hickel was governor, people

  4    started to try and enforce these regulations.  They just

  5    fired the people.

  6         So we have got to be careful that whatever

  7    environmental regulations and rules, that there is a way

  8    people here could know that they are being followed

  9    because before they do something, they have got to have

 10    those permits.  But they disregard them in many cases.

 11    Every time I've gone by Badami, there is flaring going on.

 12    When I went through Badami, I stopped there, and they

 13    asked me, do you have firearms or alcohol.  I said, I have

 14    a firearm.  He said, well, I have to take it.

 15         So when you talk about a benign landholder, and when

 16    they assert their right with security people and emphasize

 17    this is our area, we got control of it, well, that gets a

 18    little -- I get tired of that.  I live here.  I shouldn't

 19    have security people telling me what to do.  I've heard

 20    people in this village say we can sneak around; they won't

 21    catch us.  We shouldn't have to sneak around.  We should

 22    have the right to go wherever we always did and that

 23    should be entered into this Environmental Impact Statement

 24    because that seriously affects us if we can't.

 25         And I also have concerns related to why BLM is
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  1    handling this rather than Fish & Wildlife.  I've dealt

  2    with Fish & Wildlife, and I don't know how that's going to

  3    change.  Maybe you can address how this will change now

  4    that we have a new person -- new agency administrating

  5    this land that we live on.  So that's got to be -- just so

  6    we know.  If I want to get a permit to operate in a refuge

  7    and BLM is now handling it, what's going to change, you

  8    know?  There's a lot of things we need to know.

  9         Thank you.

 10                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  Can I ask you to

 11    reintroduce yourself, your name and who you are with?

 12                    MR. DENNIS STACEY:  Yes.  My name is

 13    Dennis Stacey.  I'm here representing myself.  I'm

 14    currently working for UIC Science here on the remediation

 15    project at the hangar, but they have no input in what I'm

 16    saying here.  My employer is elsewhere on the North Slope

 17    within AFC and Nanuq and Houston Contracting.

 18         But the gentleman brought up the snow roads, and I

 19    can speak to that from firsthand experience.  Ice roads

 20    were built to the end of ConocoPhillips' drilling areas

 21    last winter, and then there was a snow road built all the

 22    way to Barrow to provide overland access beyond there.

 23    But the villagers in Nuiqsut have used the ice roads going

 24    into Nuiqsut and the Colville River ice bridge for many

 25    years now.  So they have overland access through the
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  1    winter to get heavy supplies and things into the village

  2    for building and other things.

  3         ConocoPhillips also brought in natural gas for the

  4    village.  The village of Barrow enjoys natural gas from

  5    the Barrow gas field.  Most villages don't have that.

  6    Fuel is very expensive.  I know it's extraordinarily

  7    expensive around here.  You are at the end of a very long

  8    logistic chain.

  9         But I think it would be possible to have snow roads

 10    coming in here, too, in the winter from the ice roads that

 11    would be brought into the 1002 area, but I have no input

 12    on that.  But I don't see why it wouldn't be possible.

 13    But the North Slope Borough is the administrator for a lot

 14    of these permits, and they go out and inspect the

 15    reclamation at the end of the season.  They inspect the

 16    ice roads and gravel pits.  ASRC sold a lot of gravel to

 17    ConocoPhillips for their project, for example.

 18         Anyway, I think it's a beneficial thing.  There is

 19    local employment for people in the village there.  But

 20    these are things for you to have input on.

 21         I'm a visitor here, although I am working here and

 22    living here at the present time.  But I'm also in Alaska,

 23    and Alaska would benefit from development within ANWR.  I

 24    think that's a true thing.  So the question is, can we do

 25    the development in a way that doesn't hurt the
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  1    environment, is good for the local communities and Alaska

  2    in general, and provides more energy security for the

  3    United States, also.

  4         So anyway, these are reasonable questions, and people

  5    can have differences of opinion about them.  But it's

  6    worth keeping an open mind on these things, but certainly

  7    have reasonable stipulations to protect your interests

  8    here, too.  You are the local stakeholders.  You are the

  9    local village.  So your input here -- BLM is here because

 10    they administer the mineral estate for the federal

 11    government.  The Fish & Wildlife Service does not do that.

 12    So that's the reason BLM is here taking these comments

 13    because they are the leasing agency.

 14                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  Have they selected

 15    any potential sites where they want to develop at?  What

 16    I'm getting at is I'm concerned about our coastal access

 17    for hunting caribou in a boat.  There are safe, sheltered

 18    places where we can park, and there's places we can't park

 19    because of the ocean waves.

 20                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So that's the kind of

 21    input we are looking for.  Those are the specific type of

 22    comments and concerns that would be really helpful for us

 23    to know about.  So we haven't made any decisions.

 24                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  Okay.  Right offhand

 25    the one I'm thinking about is our POWD area to our
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  1    Kanniniivik area.  That's our coastal hunting from the

  2    boast.  It's a safe shelter where we can land.  Campsite.

  3                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So we have some maps

  4    outside the room.  When we are done, it would be helpful

  5    if you could mark that on the map.

  6                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  Eddie has got his

  7    maps here.

  8         Another one to think about is our akpik place, where

  9    going to pick our akpiks.

 10                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  Berries.

 11                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Please, if there is

 12    other people that want to come up and speak, I mean, we

 13    are hear to listen.  So we are all ears.  And we have

 14    appreciated everybody that shared information with us

 15    tonight.  It is extremely helpful.

 16                     MR. GLEN SOLOMON:  Hello.  I'm Glen, Glen

 17    Solomon, resident of Kaktovik, whaling captain, and also

 18    ASRC representative for our village, for my people.  We

 19    have been fighting over this for over 40 years to develop

 20    on our own land.  We have been surrounded by federal and

 21    State land, and all we could do is just look at our land;

 22    no development, no nothing.  And here everybody get a

 23    chance to develop on their land like the Gwich'in people.

 24    They leased out 180,000 of their acres for oil and gas

 25    lease on the Eagle Plains, and caribou migrate through
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  1    there, through the Eagle Plains and also through the --

  2    what is the Dempster Highway that they have.

  3         And we just want to have a chance at the table where

  4    we could develop our resources to make profit, to make

  5    profit off our land like everybody else.  Like they got

  6    trees and everything like that.  What we got?  We just got

  7    the minerals that's in the ground, and that will build

  8    infrastructure for our people, that create jobs for our

  9    people, and also dividends for our people.

 10         So it will really help our people out a lot because,

 11    you know, what we use for whaling, we use gas and oil.

 12    What we use to go hunt caribou, we use gas and oil.  So we

 13    have this right to develop on our own land like everybody

 14    else has the right on their land.  We have the right to

 15    develop on our land, also.

 16         Thank you.

 17                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  My name's Charles

 18    Lampe.  I'm also a whaling captain.  I grew up with Glen.

 19    I grew up with everybody here.  I'd like to thank the BLM

 20    for coming and listening to the voice of Kaktovik because

 21    a lot of times the voice of Kaktovik, the people here from

 22    Kaktovik, gets overshadowed and overlooked by louder

 23    voices, from environmental groups, from people that

 24    haven't stepped foot, spent one day here in Kaktovik, that

 25    know what the people need, that know what our lives are,
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  1    that what we go through every year, every day, daily life.

  2    Live one winter here and you will see exactly how hard our

  3    life is.  You have no idea.

  4         More people walk into a MacDonald's in Anchorage in

  5    one week than will ever set foot up here in ANWR, but the

  6    environmentalists want to praise it as this great place

  7    that should never be touched.  We touch it.  We go up

  8    there.  We are the ones who hunt.  We are the ones who

  9    live.  Our family, our ancestors lived up there.  They

 10    taught us respect for the land.  They taught us respect

 11    for everybody else, our family people, that come in, the

 12    whales that we catch, the fish that we eat.

 13         Roland, you go out, you hunt.  Glen, you go out, you

 14    hunt, you feed our entire community.  And we are blessed

 15    with that.  But we have people that are not from here,

 16    from different states, from different countries, from

 17    Washington, D.C., from governments down here in Alaska

 18    that tell us what we can and cannot do on our land.  That

 19    isn't right.  It's been like that for far too long.

 20         I love our land.  I love our community.  I love the

 21    way of our life, but I talk to people like Isaac, like

 22    Ida's father.  He -- he tells people about how hard it

 23    used to be, about how, you know, he had to get his own

 24    wood.  How hard it is just to even get water, keep

 25    yourself warm in the wintertime.  He says he wouldn't want
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  1    to go back to that.  You know, that way of life was hard.

  2         What we have now, we have to develop.  That's the way

  3    we were taught.  We use what we have to make our lives

  4    better.  And we love our land.  There is nobody that can

  5    tell you different.

  6         And you know, the biggest thing that I want to get in

  7    this EIS is the impact of our community, of our people.

  8    You know, since the Air Force has been here, I mean, for

  9    the last, what, 70 years or so, I mean, we have seen an

 10    uprise in cancer.  And you know, I mean, they dumped drums

 11    and stuff.  We have no idea what they are.  And on our

 12    beaches, on our shores, they displaced our village

 13    numerous times, no -- no apologies, no, you know, I'm

 14    sorry, no reparations.  But we live with that.  We have

 15    thrived through that.

 16         I have seen -- you know, my kids, I have a

 17    three-year-old and a 13-year-old.  And I moved out for a

 18    few years, and I moved back here after my daughter was

 19    born because I want this to be the place where she grows

 20    up because I know she's safe here.  Her family is here.

 21    Her grandpa is here.  All of us, you know, we live

 22    together.  We watch out for each other.

 23         People talk about the bears, put more emphasis that

 24    the bears are more -- more important than we are, the

 25    people, you know, and that isn't true.  I mean, the bears
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  1    didn't start really coming around -- I remember when I was

  2    a kid, we would play out all the time, and we didn't have

  3    a care in the world about a bear, but now, you know, we

  4    have polar bear patrol looking out for bears and, you

  5    know, I mean, it's like kind of a nuisance for us, but --

  6         You know, we have people coming in that -- in the

  7    summertime that -- people and families used to be able to

  8    go out and if they needed to make money and they had a

  9    boat, they were able to take people out and show them the

 10    bears, make a little money for their family, but because

 11    of regulations there is, I think, five people now, if I'm

 12    correct -- five or six people now that have licenses to

 13    take people out to view bears that -- you know, I mean,

 14    they have a monopoly on it, and there is nothing that

 15    anybody else can do.  You know, that provided money for a

 16    lot of families here that weren't able to work or get jobs

 17    from the borough or KIC.

 18         And I mean, I know it's hard sometimes to get by.

 19    And that's why we help each other.  That's why we hunt.

 20    That's why we fish.  You know, if anybody needs help, I

 21    mean, we are a community.  We are a family.  We help each

 22    other.

 23         I have been a KIC board member.  Unfortunately our

 24    past president, Phillip Tikluk, Jr., passed away.  And I

 25    was on the board before him, and I got -- I got voted out,
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  1    which was fine with me.  And the board brought me back,

  2    and it was an honor to come back in his position.

  3         And I know how much he fought for this.  I mean, I

  4    went in meetings with him.  I was part of the AIO group,

  5    the Arctic Inupiaq Offshore group, and part of a voice

  6    with Phillip.  And he was so adamant about us being able

  7    to develop our land, to use our land, to use what, you

  8    know, the government gave us that was already ours, but

  9    after they gave it to us, they were like, well, you can't

 10    do anything with it because it's a refuge now, so you

 11    can't drill on your land.  You can't, you know, make a

 12    pipeline.  You can't do anything with your land.  You

 13    can't even go on your land with a four-wheeler in the

 14    summertime because it's protected, because it's a wildlife

 15    refuge.

 16         You know, that seeing that and hearing that -- we

 17    see, like, Nuiqsut, we see other places like Barrow and,

 18    you know, anywhere else down in the Lower 48, they don't

 19    tell you you can't do this to your land.  They don't --

 20    they might with some things, but I mean, like, with us, we

 21    have never had the opportunity to develop what is ours.

 22    We have had so much taken away from us that finally we

 23    have hope that we can do something.  We can make something

 24    of our land.

 25         I've worked in the oil field before.  I've seen
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  1    Prudhoe.  I've seen how clustered and everything it is.

  2    I've worked in Alpine.  I know how it's spaced out.

  3    Directional drilling is way less of a footprint.  It's the

  4    safety and the environmental aspect of it is a lot more

  5    strenuous than it has been or ever was in the past.

  6         And there is going to be an impact no matter what,

  7    but we can make sure that us as a community, the people of

  8    Kaktovik -- not anyone else, not people from Fairbanks,

  9    not people from Anchorage, not people from other

 10    villages should be able to come in and tell us, the people

 11    of Kaktovik, what we can or can't do with our land.  They

 12    have no say in it.  They shouldn't, you know; but they do.

 13    Because of the media, because of other publications,

 14    because of environmental groups, because of government

 15    issues, our voice is -- is drowned out.  And I'm just glad

 16    that you guys actually came up and gave people the

 17    opportunity to speak.  And we have people here from other

 18    places that don't live here that came up here just to

 19    speak against this.

 20         And you know, I respect that, but you don't live

 21    here.  You know, this isn't where you live your whole

 22    life.  This isn't where you spend your winters.  This

 23    isn't where you raise your kids.  This isn't -- you are

 24    going to get on a plane, you are going to leave, and then

 25    what?  You can go to a store.  You can buy a loaf of
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  1    bread.  You can buy a gallon of milk.

  2         Our store went without eggs, milk, bread; essentials,

  3    you know, things for weeks, you know, on end because we

  4    have one airline that can't fly it up.  Or during the

  5    wintertime we get storms and they can't get planes in

  6    here.  We don't have a road system.  We don't have a barge

  7    system.  Even in the wintertime, I've advocated for an ice

  8    road just so we can get supplies here during the

  9    wintertime when a plane can't come in or when stuff isn't

 10    able to be transported here and make it a little bit

 11    easier.

 12         But it's kind of nerve-wracking coming up here.  I

 13    mean, I love my hometown.  I love my people.  I love my

 14    family.  I love all -- you know, it's just finally being

 15    able to have the opportunity to develop land that is ours

 16    and making sure that we have a say in it, you know, not

 17    everybody else.  It isn't everybody else.  It should be

 18    us.  We have a say.  We should work side by side with the

 19    oil companies, with the government to make sure that our

 20    land is protected, to make sure that in every way possible

 21    our environment is protected, our animals are protected.

 22         And not only that, but the way of life that we live,

 23    hunting.  We shouldn't be forced not -- I mean, there is

 24    going to be certain spots -- like with a pipeline going

 25    in, there's going to be certain spots where we can't hunt.
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  1    With drill pads, there are going to be certain

  2    restrictions about firearms around it.  And that's fine,

  3    just as long as we are able to go where we need to go to

  4    hunt.

  5         I mean, my sister worked in Deadhorse for a long

  6    time, and she was able to trap foxes and things there to

  7    make hats and everything.  And she spent more than half

  8    her life there working.  And you know, I mean, people in

  9    Nuiqsut, they still hunt, they still get caribou, they

 10    still get wolverines, they get wolves.

 11         With the right -- with the right -- what's the word

 12    I'm looking for -- with the right arrangement and the

 13    right opportunities to work hand in hand with the oil

 14    companies and the government and, you know, BLM and the

 15    Fish & Wildlife Service, to make sure that our voice is

 16    heard, that Kaktovik's voice is heard.

 17         Barter Island, this is where we live.  This is our

 18    hometown.  This is going to affect us.  It's not going to

 19    affect -- it might be sad that ANWR is open.  It might be

 20    sad that there is an oil rig there.  But if you live

 21    someplace else, you get on a plane or you see it on TV, it

 22    doesn't affect you.  It might affect your emotions, but it

 23    doesn't affect you.  It affects us.  It affects our

 24    children.  It affects me.  It affects my future.  It

 25    affects their future.
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  1         And after everything is said and done, all the oil is

  2    gone, you know, we will be there to make sure that

  3    everything is cleaned up.  We will be there to make sure

  4    that everything is tried to put back the way it was

  5    because no matter what anybody says, we love our land.  We

  6    respect our land.  And we don't want to see it hurt, but

  7    we need to come together to make sure that we are heard.

  8         And thank you again for letting us -- but like I

  9    said, the main thing is we need a health study, a

 10    baseline, to make sure what kind of impacts we have, you

 11    know.

 12         And I guess that's it.  So thank you again for coming

 13    and listening to us.

 14                    MR. JOE BALASH:  So why don't we take a

 15    five-minute break and stretch our legs a little bit, maybe

 16    get some fresh air.  And we will come back and see who

 17    else might want to say something.

 18               (A break was taken.)

 19                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Okay.  We're going to

 20    go ahead and get started again.  I just want to remind

 21    people, this is your opportunity to share with us.

 22    Everybody has shared some really great comments.  We want

 23    to continue to hear them.  Please feel free to come up and

 24    speak.  Don't be shy.  So the floor is open again.  So if

 25    you want to come up and talk, we are here to listen.
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  1                    MR. JOE BALASH:  So one of the things that

  2    was part of the legislation that authorized the leasing

  3    program was a limitation on the number of surface acres

  4    that can be disturbed for drilling pads, for pipelines and

  5    potentially roads.  And I've had conversations with Mayor

  6    Brower in Utqiagvik about the ASTAR program and the desire

  7    on the part of folks to start looking at year-round gravel

  8    roads to communities in the borough.

  9         And so a question I would have and appreciate some

 10    feedback on is whether a road in the 1002 area to support

 11    the development is something that the people in the

 12    community would welcome or oppose.  And maybe you haven't

 13    thought about that, but I think that's something that

 14    would be well worth understanding on the front end here.

 15         I did note the comment about, you know, there is no

 16    road access and there is not really barge access.  Well,

 17    you know, in order to conduct exploration, somebody is

 18    going to have to move some pretty big and heavy equipment

 19    into the area.  And there is going to need to be some way

 20    to land that.  And so, you know, if there are better

 21    places than others for something like that, those are the

 22    kinds of things that your local knowledge would be very

 23    helpful to us.

 24         And one thing to consider is, you know, if somebody

 25    puts in a barge landing, you know, it doesn't mean it's a

00060

  1    one-time only location for them to use and them only.  If

  2    it's something that the community would like to see made

  3    available for use here, where would you want it?  Those

  4    are the kind of things that we can start to build into the

  5    program so that after a company gets their lease, if they

  6    want to bring equipment in, where they bring it, how they

  7    bring it, what time of year.  You know, those are all the

  8    kinds of stipulations and conditions that we can build

  9    into the program.

 10         And your -- you are the people who know best, you

 11    know, where that should be and where that should not be.

 12    So you know, if you have thoughts on that, we would love

 13    to hear it.

 14                    MR. DENNIS STACEY:  How many acres are

 15    authorized for disturbance?

 16                    MR. JOE BALASH:  So the federal law limits

 17    the surface disturbance to 2,000 acres.  And, you know,

 18    the language used in the Tax Act is not exhaustive.  So

 19    there will probably need to be some interpretations about,

 20    okay, how do you count those acres, which specific

 21    footprints are going to count against that acreage.  To

 22    the extent that there may or may not be surface

 23    disturbance on the KIC/ASRC lands, you know, does that

 24    count against the 2,000 or not, you know.

 25         So those are the kinds of things that we will be
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  1    fleshing out here along the way.  I think there is

  2    certainly a reasonable interpretation that any surface

  3    disturbance on the ASRC portion of land doesn't count

  4    against the 2,000-acre limitation on federal land.

  5         I'm sure that some other lawyer is going to interpret

  6    that differently and test us but, you know, those are the

  7    kinds of things that -- you know, we can't tell KIC and

  8    ASRC where to put a barge landing, but if there are parts

  9    of the federal acreage that you know would be a bad place

 10    for a barge landing, then it would be good for us to know

 11    that.

 12                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  One comment on your

 13    barge landing.  I'd like to see a more appropriate barge

 14    landing here in Kaktovik.  Last year during our whaling

 15    time we got a barge landed where we pull up our whale.

 16                    MR. JOE BALASH:  Okay.  And that's close

 17    here, close by here?

 18                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  Yeah, to service our

 19    village.

 20                    MR. JOE BALASH:  Okay.

 21                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  Where we pull up our

 22    whales when we do our fall whale hunt, we get three whales

 23    a year, and we usually use that part of the beach to pull

 24    up the whale to divide amongst the community.  And

 25    unfortunately, that's the spot where the barge comes in to
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  1    deliver fuel and vehicles and equipment and whatever is

  2    needed.  That's usually where they dock.

  3         And from what it sounds like, the remediation project

  4    that they have going on right now with the hangar, they

  5    are asking if they can use that portion of the beach to

  6    dock and unload all the contaminated gravel and steel and

  7    everything.  And we are fighting it, but I don't know

  8    exactly how much of a say we have on whether or not it's

  9    going to be able to be off limits for them.

 10         So a barge landing would be nice.  I mean, we can do

 11    a road to the other end to the island where it's pretty

 12    much open ocean.  There is a spot there that a barge

 13    landing would be nice or, you know, some place other than

 14    where we pull up our whales.

 15         Also with the ice road deal, the infrastructure for

 16    the beginning -- I worked on Alpine when it was first in

 17    construction, so I've worked on, like, the runway and the

 18    first pad that was built there.  It's mainly done in the

 19    wintertime, so ice roads can be built so heavy trucks can

 20    haul gravel from mine sites.  The majority of pretty much

 21    all of the construction for gravel pads and stuff is done

 22    during the wintertime.  And we have never really had an

 23    ice road here.  We have Rolligons that come that deliver

 24    supplies every once in a while, but not very often.

 25         But an ice road, I think the North Slope Borough may
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  1    have in the works right now to start doing ice roads every

  2    winter to each of the villages, which would be really

  3    nice.  We would be able to get more groceries and vehicles

  4    and fuel or whatever we need a lot easier and better

  5    access to be able to leave, you know, during winter.  You

  6    know, during the summertime it wouldn't matter, but during

  7    the winter it would really help, so --

  8                    MR. JOE BALASH:  So the mention of the

  9    fall whaling activity sparks something for me, which is,

 10    you know, typically the equipment for exploration gets

 11    moved in seasonally, right?  So if you imagine the barge

 12    traffic that may be increased for that, what kind of

 13    activity or limitations on activity need to be considered

 14    so that there is not interference with your fall whaling?

 15                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  We kind of have

 16    something in place right now with Bowhead Transportation

 17    and Carlisle.

 18                    MR. GLEN SOLOMON:  What he's really

 19    talking about is we work with the oil companies to

 20    determine on when we do do our fall whaling hunt so

 21    everything goes at a halt.  And they had to write a

 22    contract on that and sign it and everything.  But Bowhead

 23    Transportation don't want to sign that contract or

 24    anything like that.  So whenever they come and go as they

 25    please while we are doing our hunting, we would like to
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  1    see that put to a stop because once the oil industry says,

  2    okay, we will put it at a stop, how long you need and

  3    everything, and once we get done with our whaling hunts,

  4    they get back into production or whatever they are doing

  5    and everything like that, seismic and everything like

  6    that.  It's just everything is put to a halt.

  7         But we would sure love to see Bowhead Transportation

  8    do that, also, because, you know, it was kind of

  9    disturbing last year where we would be out there seven,

 10    eight miles out and seeing a barge out there and calling

 11    them on the radio and saying you guys are not supposed to

 12    be out here but, you know, they never signed that contract

 13    or anything.  And I'd sure love to see that.

 14         And also I would really love to see a road system out

 15    of here because, you know, it would bring more

 16    infrastructure to our community and also it would lower

 17    the cost of plane tickets, the cost of freight, groceries

 18    coming into our village because, you know, you go to the

 19    store here and buy a gallon of milk for, like, $20 and,

 20    you know, like if you are down there Anchorage, you buy a

 21    gallon of milk for, like, $5.  Try buy a loaf of bread for

 22    $5 where you buy them for, like, a quarter, 75 cents to a

 23    dollar, but it's pretty spendy because the high price of

 24    Ravn, it really takes a toll on our village because, you

 25    know, they are the only airlines that come into our
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  1    village.

  2         We brought it up at AFN so many years and nothing has

  3    ever been done with it.  And you know, like you said,

  4    having other airlines come through here, but Ravn has

  5    monopolized the whole North Slope where they set the price

  6    and everything.  It's pretty harsh because we ask for

  7    lower prices on airline tickets, and what they do, they

  8    higher up the prices and everything like that and also the

  9    freight.  It's like 2.50, $3 for a pound, and that's

 10    pretty rough.

 11         Thanks.

 12                    MS. LILLIAN LAMPE:  My name is Lillian

 13    Lampe, and I'm here working in the community, and I travel

 14    the villages.  I'm originally from Nuiqsut, and I've

 15    experienced that, the environmental impact to our

 16    community.  The benefits are great.  It really helps the

 17    community.  I just -- I know BLM doesn't do -- Fish &

 18    Wildlife to do studies for you.  And I would suggest that

 19    the Native village in your community get resources to hire

 20    a company that will -- what do you call that?  Yeah, that

 21    will help do your studies.  And they do it every year.

 22    And they are real good because they studied our fish, and

 23    then they give those statements back to us with BLM, ASRC.

 24    And there is a lot of good things about it.

 25         But the thing I'm concerned about is the water
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  1    resource.  If they are going to build ice roads, I don't

  2    know how much -- you know, the lakes you have around the

  3    communities, if they are going to build ice roads, make

  4    sure they study those because they have fish.  And they

  5    are the healthiest fish in there other than the river and

  6    the ocean because nothing probably gets into those lakes.

  7    But they are really good fish.  That's what we found out

  8    in our years.  And they just need to do more studies on

  9    how deep the lake is.  And there is fish in there.  And I

 10    just wanted to bring that up.

 11         The impacts that we have are great.  And the

 12    mitigation, the funds, you know, whatever your community

 13    wants.  I just want to say that make sure you get all

 14    mitigated for what your community needs because we have

 15    those mitigations, as well.  We got natural gas.  We

 16    have -- we don't have cheaper prices in the store because

 17    our corporation got a business with AC store, and they are

 18    expensive.  But it really helps to get things into your

 19    community, especially if there is -- if you wanted to

 20    build your own homes because that's what we struggle for.

 21         Those are our impacts.  Homes for the -- you know,

 22    for your grandkids.  I have grandkids.  They need a home.

 23    They are not going to live in my 20-, 30-year-old home.

 24    It's not going to last.

 25         But those kind of statements are very crucial, and it
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  1    will help you.  And the benefits are good.  Our hunting,

  2    it's deterred [sic], but you know what?  We still can

  3    hunt.  We have those rights.  We still can hunt the food

  4    that we eat, but they need to follow through when -- when

  5    we ask for something to protect our food, our land, our

  6    resources, they have to follow those.  And I hope that,

  7    you know, those things will be in place before.

  8         And then the -- the base for -- like if they are

  9    going to drill somewhere and they -- they won't have an

 10    airport.  If something emergent happens, Barter Island has

 11    got to be the base because you have an airport.  It will

 12    help.  I just wanted to bring that up.  I think I got a

 13    lot more.  But I care about my communities.  I work for my

 14    communities in all the eight villages on the Slope.  And I

 15    come to meetings like this.  And I went to Point Lay

 16    meeting, too, as well.  And I'm here today, so I just want

 17    to voice out.

 18         Thank you.

 19                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  As far as the airstrip

 20    and the airline about flying workers in or the

 21    infrastructure for that, I know there has been concern

 22    from a few residents about not having Kaktovik as a

 23    central hub because we don't want the influx of people

 24    coming in just to go to work and having to go through

 25    Kaktovik all the time, that people have to come in and out
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  1    of Kaktovik.  We would rather have it the way it was kind

  2    of set up at Alpine where they have their own air strip

  3    there or like a central hub like Kuparuk or Deadhorse

  4    where they can fly in there without affecting Kaktovik so

  5    much and use that as more of a drop-off place for the

  6    workers and have them either helicoptered out or flown out

  7    with a smaller flight to the different fields.

  8         But it would be nice to get more airlines flying up

  9    here, like Glen and a few other people said.  Ravn has a

 10    monopoly on our little village.  We spend $700 round trip

 11    per person to fly to Fairbanks to take our kids on

 12    vacation or shop or, you know, just to get out of the

 13    village for a while.

 14         But during the summer months we have a lot of

 15    tourists that come in, and they take up the flights every

 16    summer from, I want to say, end of July, beginning of

 17    August till the bears leave or till it freezes over, till

 18    November.

 19         And we have a lot of people with health issues, you

 20    know, people that have to go out for dental or medical

 21    issues that -- I know it's hard for them to get a flight

 22    out.

 23         But that isn't the worst thing.  The worst thing is

 24    if you get a flight out and your stay is made longer

 25    because you have more appointments that weren't scheduled
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  1    or something happens, either you get weathered out, you

  2    can't get a flight back home, so you are stuck in

  3    Fairbanks or Anchorage during the peak season of tourism

  4    where the prices for a hotel or car rental double or

  5    triple where low-income families here aren't able to pay

  6    for that, but because of the one airline with flights

  7    booked daily, not able to get back home, we have seen a

  8    lot of people get stuck in Anchorage or Fairbanks on --

  9    for medical reasons and just have no place to live or no

 10    food to eat and rely on communities.  We pull together as

 11    a community and make sure that that person has a place to

 12    stay or food to eat or relatives in town that will help

 13    them out.

 14         But we need more -- more emphasis on getting more

 15    airlines or different ways of people to either travel back

 16    and forth or get goods that we need just for daily living

 17    here.  You know, it's -- like I said, it's hard living up

 18    here, and it costs a lot.  Yeah, we make a lot of money.

 19    We make high wages, but those wages are offset because of

 20    how expensive things are.

 21         Natural gas would be great.  I mean, that would help

 22    so many people in this community with heating alone, even

 23    just to get a natural gas pipeline or a natural gas well

 24    drilled here to help offset the cost of fuel because we

 25    have our fuel barged in.  What is it, $7 a gallon for
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  1    diesel for gas, and for residential -- I mean, it costs an

  2    arm and a leg just to stay warm during the winter.  And

  3    for us to be able to get a natural gas pipeline or natural

  4    gas to help heat the homes would benefit our community so

  5    much.  Even if that's all that came out of this, I mean,

  6    that would be worth it.

  7         But you know, it's -- it's going to be hard the next

  8    10, 15 -- it's not going to happen right away.  It's not

  9    going to be developed in a year or two or five or

 10    whatever.  It's not going to happen right away.  We are

 11    going to be affected slowly.  And we as a community need

 12    to make sure that we are taken care of.  Not only us, but

 13    our future generations are taken care of and that our

 14    voice is heard and that it isn't overshadowed by outside

 15    entities or other groups that think they know what's best

 16    for us here when they don't even really come and

 17    experience what we live through every -- every day, every

 18    year, every week.

 19         You know, it's -- it's disheartening hearing comments

 20    on TV and radio from people who will never, ever step foot

 21    here.  But, you know, I've traveled to Washington to

 22    advocate for the opening of ANWR so we can develop our

 23    land, and just having people there that haven't even

 24    stepped foot in Alaska have a say in whether you can

 25    develop your land or use your resources, they have more of
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  1    a say than we do, and we live here.

  2         You know, that's the hardest thing.  You know, people

  3    telling you no, telling you you can't do what you want to

  4    do with your resources to better your family and your

  5    community, that's the hardest thing.  They gave us this

  6    land.  They took the land away, then they gave us a little

  7    bit back and told you you can't do anything with it.  You

  8    know, it took an act of Congress just for us to be able to

  9    have these talks, you know, and that's amazing.  I never

 10    thought that was going to happen, you know, not in my

 11    lifetime, but it has.

 12         I'm not a Trump supporter or a Hillary supporter.

 13    I'm just for us.  I mean, this is to benefit us as a

 14    people, as a community.  And you know, it's going to --

 15    it's going to benefit not only us.  It's going to benefit

 16    the North Slope Borough by the tax revenue that they get.

 17    It's going to benefit Alaska from the Trans-Alaska

 18    Pipeline.  It's going to keep oil flowing.  It's going to

 19    keep TAPS going.

 20         I'd rather have it onshore than offshore.  I'm

 21    against offshore.  I'm a whaler.  I know, you know, how

 22    difficult it would be for, you know, an oil spill to be

 23    cleaned up.  I'd rather have it onshore where we would be

 24    able to at least contain it and deal with it.

 25         But you know, having -- I remember growing up.  I'm
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  1    42 years old.  I remember growing up and watching my dad

  2    go house to house with a water truck filling everybody's

  3    water tank so they have water to bathe, to cook, you know,

  4    to clean their house.  We remember walking -- having to

  5    use the bathroom in a bucket and picking that bucket up

  6    and walking it outside.  It was one of the daily, weekly

  7    chores that we have to remove our own human waste into a

  8    55-gallon drum so it could be dumped out in the sewage

  9    lagoon.  We remember those days.  I'm not that old.  But

 10    our kids, I don't want them to have to experience that.

 11    They can experience that when they go camping, but as far

 12    as having flushing toilets and running water, I don't want

 13    to deal with that.  We get that because of the tax revenue

 14    from the North Slope Borough.  And this would add to that.

 15         This building that we are sitting in with the new

 16    gym, flush toilets, a lot of the jobs that we work is a

 17    benefit from oil discovery and oil production.  And, you

 18    know, just having that become a possibility on our own

 19    land is something I'm looking forward to hopefully seeing

 20    and for wishing in the near future.

 21         So thank you.

 22                    MS. ALLISON WARDEN:  I'm a -- I don't live

 23    here.  I live in Anchorage.  I was born and raised in

 24    Fairbanks.  I'm one of those Inupiaqs that probably

 25    couldn't survive a winter up here, and I definitely
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  1    couldn't afford to live here.  I would if I could, but it

  2    definitely takes a certain kind of toughness that -- I

  3    could do it, but --

  4                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  You got family here.

  5    You could do it.

  6                    MS. ALLISON WARDEN:  For a while, I was

  7    involved with the environmental organizations, Sierra

  8    Club.  People saw me coming around.  I thought it was good

  9    because I got to see how they operate and how they talk

 10    about our people when the people aren't in the room.  Got

 11    to go to Arctic Village.  I -- being that deep into those

 12    organizations and those big NGOs really woke me up in

 13    terms of how our people are viewed by these big, huge,

 14    multimillion-dollar corporations.  I think it would be a

 15    lot easier if Inupiaqs weren't here for a lot of

 16    different -- because we are left out of the conversation

 17    or even just left out of the whole narrative a lot of

 18    times.

 19         I have so many stories.  And I -- of where I was

 20    just, like, are you serious?  No mention of the Inupiaq at

 21    all in certain narratives.  At all.  You know, at big,

 22    huge lobbying sessions to try to -- and I just saw how the

 23    money works and how the environmental organizations

 24    utilize their big, huge bases of people who want to

 25    protect wilderness and have this romanticized idea of what
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  1    wilderness is, like C.C. says who has never been here and

  2    how they sell this idea of this place that's pristine and

  3    all these things.

  4         And it was -- it was really hard.  You know, I let

  5    it -- I was like, I don't work with the Sierra Club

  6    anymore.  I don't even -- I don't know if anyone is here.

  7    But I know someone is here from them, but I don't even

  8    want to talk to them.  And the Wilderness League, they are

  9    like the worst, you know.  And another eye-awakening

 10    moment was when I was in a meeting at the White House or

 11    something, and I was just there -- they were like, hey, do

 12    you want to go to this thing?  I was like, I'll go listen

 13    in and see what they are saying.  And the Gwich'in were

 14    lobbying for their area not to be wilderness and for our

 15    area to be wilderness.  And so that was one of those

 16    moments where I was, like, whew, you know.  It's things

 17    like that.

 18         But I'm glad I went through it because I can talk to

 19    you guys about it.  I can talk to the people here about

 20    what I've seen.  It was really hard.  I think there is

 21    grassroots organizations that are indigenous.  So I mean,

 22    that doesn't -- what I've said is that the power is in the

 23    people who live here.  I don't live here.  And I made that

 24    clear all the way.  I don't live in Kaktovik.  My voice

 25    doesn't -- what matters is the people who live there.  The
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  1    power is in the tribes.  The power is in the people who

  2    live here.

  3         And I'm -- it makes me happy to hear that the people

  4    who live here are standing up for what they need and what

  5    they want and how they want to do it.  I think it's a

  6    unique opportunity for the people here who live here to

  7    come together.  I have a list from my uncle and say this

  8    is what we -- this is how it's going to happen and this is

  9    what we demand, you know.  And I see -- you know, it's --

 10    I had a really hard time today because I was, like -- my

 11    uncle gave me this list, and I was, like, I agree with

 12    everything on here.

 13         And I could just talk to any of you about my

 14    experiences working with the big NGOs and how they use the

 15    polar bear's emblem of this place, how the -- there is

 16    just a lot of money.  There is a lot a lot of money behind

 17    these big, huge organizations, and there is no voice from

 18    the Inupiaq.

 19                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  They have all the

 20    money, and none of it comes here.

 21                    MS. ALLISON WARDEN:  None of it comes

 22    here.  And I did try to tell them -- I was like, if you

 23    want to change people's minds here, then make all the

 24    houses green and live off totally solar.  I said, get a

 25    natural gas pipeline here.  Do this concrete action.  Get
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  1    it so -- you know, natural gas so people don't have to pay

  2    diesel.  So I was a challenging person for them to work

  3    with because I would call home and talk to people and ask

  4    what was really going on and what people wanted.  It's

  5    hard because I'm one of those people that will get my

  6    feelings hurt, you know, not seeing the place the way it

  7    was or is now.

  8         But I believe in my cousin and the leadership that's

  9    in place right now.  Yeah, I was -- I just had my own --

 10    you know, I decided to put all my energy towards art.  So

 11    I have been doing art exhibitions in museums and things

 12    like that.  I travel all over the world doing my art

 13    because I -- there was no place for me within that fight

 14    because I don't live here.

 15         So you know, that's just some things I wanted to say.

 16    You know, my uncle at one point when I came here with the

 17    Sierra Club gave me this great book called In This Place,

 18    a Guide for Those Who Would Work in the Country of

 19    Kaktovikmiut.  And I thought that was really important to

 20    read because it comes from the people and the land here.

 21    Yeah.

 22         I think it's important for you guys to have the

 23    conversations, the direct -- I think -- I don't know.  For

 24    some reason, like with the environmental organizations,

 25    they never came here.  They weren't coming here to talk to
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  1    the people for -- and when I had that film festival here,

  2    that was the first time in 20-plus years that they even

  3    tried to engage with the community directly, except for --

  4    but they were doing all this lobbying and gathering of

  5    signatures and all this other stuff to protect the refuge,

  6    but without actually talking to the people here.

  7         So that was really -- you know, you could only see so

  8    much of that, you know, until you are, like -- you know,

  9    it's really hard.  It doesn't -- it's not right.

 10         And so I think the more that you guys have direct

 11    conversations and the more people in the village that get

 12    involved and actually work on what it's going to look like

 13    and -- I mean, this -- and also retributions [sic] for

 14    things that went wrong.  There is Native allotments that

 15    were never -- that aren't -- aren't rectified.  People

 16    don't -- my mom is one of them.  She doesn't have her

 17    Native allotment.  There is -- you know, there are so many

 18    impacts that happen and we haven't gotten reimbursed for

 19    any of them.  The experiments that were done on us, on our

 20    people when they were kids.

 21         Nobody signed up to be a refuge.  And that's what I

 22    had been saying when I was in the environmental belly.  I

 23    was, like, nobody ever signed the paper to be a refuge.

 24    So it was something that kind of landed on us, and then it

 25    restricted a lot of the ways that people use their land
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  1    traditionally.  And it's frustrating, I know, for the

  2    hunters not to be able to go on four-wheelers like their

  3    cousins do in Barrow.  It's crazy that you have to get

  4    some kind of permit to go in the ocean, a fancy Coast

  5    Guard permit.  All the regulations around here.

  6         But the power is in the people, and it's always been

  7    in the people and the people who live here.  I live in

  8    Anchorage.  I have land here.  I would love to build on

  9    it.  I would love to live here.  I take care of my mom now

 10    in Anchorage.  So she's there.

 11         There is something else I wanted to say.  But I think

 12    my cousin will say a lot.  I just wanted to say to the

 13    people here in Kaktovik, I've seen the whole everything of

 14    these big, huge environmental organizations.  I was way up

 15    deep in it, and I was -- my whole -- I was just so

 16    disheartened.  And when I needed them the most, you know,

 17    they just cut me off without any warning and weren't there

 18    for me when I needed them.  And just like now they are

 19    doing the things that in a way that they -- there is no

 20    learning that happens because I tried to talk to them and

 21    teach them how to even come into the community in the

 22    proper way, and there is still no learning, even now.

 23    There is no learning.  And I'm talking about the

 24    environmental groups.  It's just not --

 25         An example is CNN is here, and they didn't have any
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  1    warning, no proper protocol, nothing.  And the president

  2    of -- or the west chair of Sierra Club, Dan -- you guys

  3    might have seen him here before.  He brought them here,

  4    and he knew that he was supposed to -- he knew all the

  5    things he was supposed to do, but he did it anyway.  And

  6    the trips they have taken so many people up the river, the

  7    Sierra Club, the famous people.  They don't even come into

  8    the village or spend any money.  I mean, I've seen it all,

  9    you know, and I'm glad I saw it.

 10         You know, it's -- it's a big business.  It's a big

 11    business, both sides.  And yeah, and it's selling the idea

 12    of this wilderness.  And I just -- it's not wilderness.

 13    It's your home.  It's the home of my ancestors.  It's -- I

 14    just -- it's been pretty --

 15         Anyway, I just wanted to say that the power is in the

 16    people here, and it's up to them.  All the power is in

 17    what they have to say.  They know the specifics of what

 18    needs to be done.  I think the whole community, you know,

 19    needs to get involved with like -- okay, because they --

 20    you know like the baseline health study, I think that's a

 21    great idea and baseline for all the animals.  I really

 22    can't say because I don't -- I don't know.  But I agree

 23    with what my uncle is saying.  Yeah.

 24         So that's my story.  I still make art.  I do make

 25    art.  I'm going to make an art show around, you know,
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  1    things.  I used to make art around the -- around -- I had

  2    a show where I had both sides, both voices of for and

  3    against opening the refuge, and it was a show.  Both sides

  4    were represented in different characters, but I stopped

  5    making art around it.  I was done.  I was just like done

  6    with all of that.  So I made a ceremonial house, Inupiaq

  7    ceremonial house instead.  I am going to make a show

  8    around -- but I'll be back in September with some artists

  9    to look at polar bears.  They are artists from Iceland.

 10    And they are going to make art.  So that's the first time

 11    I'm taking a group to look at the bears.  It's hard --

 12    it's hard to come here and -- my mom and I are here.  She

 13    is here six weeks and I'm here until I pack up her whole

 14    house and move her back down to Anchorage with me.

 15         So anyway, I'm willing to talk to anyone personally

 16    about what I saw and how it felt to be in those spaces and

 17    how much the Inupiaq voice was not even on the radar,

 18    especially with the big, huge campaigns and all different

 19    kinds of ways.

 20         I was in Paris and they wanted to do a video of me

 21    for the climate change meetings, and they were, like, why

 22    do you support protecting the refuge.  And I was, like --

 23    I looked at them.  I was, like, I don't support protecting

 24    the refuge.  So I think they always get surprised.  I was,

 25    like, I don't believe in the refuge.  The refuge happened
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  1    and landed.  It's not something people would have agreed

  2    to if they knew what was going on.  I don't think any of

  3    our ancestors would have agreed to the designation of land

  4    and how everything happened.  So that was wrong from the

  5    get-go.

  6         And you know, you have got to understand the impacts

  7    that have been here haven't been here that long.  You

  8    know, the Boston whalers didn't come here.  We were

  9    protected pretty much from the outside until, you know --

 10         I just want to share a story about my great

 11    grandfather Akootchook who I'm named after.  My mom always

 12    told me that he would only let officers into the village,

 13    and he would taste everything before he would let

 14    people -- he would taste everything before the other

 15    people could eat them.  So that's just something to think

 16    about is that he was -- when the military first came, not

 17    just any soldier could come into the village.  It was only

 18    officers or higher.  So he protected the village as much

 19    as he could from just all the officers just anybody

 20    running free, and he did the taste test.

 21         So we have the ability to get retribution [sic], I

 22    think especially for the experiments that were done and

 23    for the -- everything.  There are so many things that just

 24    have been done that are so wrong.  I think this is a

 25    moment to talk about those things and bring them out and
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  1    make sure that they are all handled and the money is going

  2    to that.

  3         I hate to see how it might look, but I appreciated

  4    what C.C. said about the people that will still be here to

  5    deal with it as it goes.  So it's hard.  Yeah.  I don't

  6    know.  I just -- I just wanted to share that.

  7         I want to share another story because I was in

  8    Gwich'in territory and I was in Arctic Village, and they

  9    said, you know, every time you guys have a medevac late at

 10    night, we see that plane come over.  We see it because

 11    they -- and they say, we pray for you guys whenever we see

 12    that medevac plane.  And that really touched my heart.  So

 13    there is real people who live there.  I just think they

 14    should have come up and -- I don't appreciate that there

 15    has been no effort from their part to come here and meet

 16    the people and come to the land.  I tried when I was with

 17    the Sierra Club to get a charter of Kaktovik people there

 18    and Gwich'in people here, but there was no funding for

 19    that from the environmental organizations.  There is no

 20    funding for all my ideas that I thought might be good, and

 21    they were healthy.  Yeah.  It's hard.  So I just walked

 22    away from those.  But I'm still in --

 23         You know, anyway, I have been talking a long time.

 24    Thank you.

 25                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  Is this the only
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  1    meeting that BLM is going to have up here in Kaktovik?

  2                    MR. JOE BALASH:  This is the only scoping

  3    meeting, but we will be back, I'm sure, to have

  4    government-to-government meetings with and consultation

  5    with KIC and ASRC.  So eventually there will be a draft

  6    Environmental Impact Statement prepared, and when that is

  7    complete and ready for publication, it will go out for

  8    public comment, and we will come back and have a public

  9    meeting on the draft EIS.  It will contain all the

 10    different alternatives, different ways of doing the

 11    leasing.  And so yes, we will come back for that.

 12         And you know, as far as the dialogue on how to -- how

 13    to prepare that EIS, you know, that is something that I

 14    think it's really important for people to understand that

 15    the tribe is able to engage us and talk to us, regardless

 16    of what the comment deadlines are.  So you know, the tribe

 17    can talk to us at any point along the way.  And you are

 18    not just another stakeholder.  You have a special

 19    relationship with the federal government that we have to

 20    honor.

 21         And, you know, I am personally committed to engaging

 22    on this project.  That's why I'm here today.  And I will

 23    be back again in the future.  I'm able to come up to

 24    Alaska roughly once a quarter to do these kinds of

 25    meetings in communities and with the various governments.
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  1    And so if we need to talk more frequently than that, it

  2    may have to be by phone or video conference but, you know,

  3    we are here to be available and accessible to make sure we

  4    are getting the right input and understanding from the

  5    community.

  6                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  Make sure before you

  7    guys come up the next time for better advanced -- more

  8    information for the community about when you will be

  9    coming up and a different time for your meetings.  I know

 10    you guys planned it for the afternoon, which is not a good

 11    time because a lot of the community works, and we don't

 12    get off till 5:00, a lot of the majority of the community.

 13    So it would be better to have the meetings at a later

 14    time, say 6:00.  6:30.

 15                    MR. JOE BALASH:  Okay.  Ida says no.

 16                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  Would you define

 17    scoping, please.  Define scoping.

 18                    MR. JOE BALASH:  So scoping is one of the

 19    phases for us under the National Environmental Policy Act.

 20    When we are considering a federal action, we have to take

 21    into account the impacts associated with that action, and

 22    we have to look at what are the likely impacts under a --

 23    if somebody comes to us with an application for a project,

 24    let's say, or if we as the government are initiating a new

 25    program like this one, we have to analyze the impacts and
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  1    we have to look at different ways of accomplishing the

  2    purpose of the action.

  3         And so in this case what we are looking at is how to

  4    conduct the lease sales that Congress has told us we need

  5    to conduct.  So we will look at the various descriptions

  6    and conditions, but this phase we are in right now is

  7    where we are identifying all of the issues, all of the

  8    elements that we will study in the EIS document so that

  9    when this draft comes out sometime maybe later this year,

 10    we will have looked at all of the things that people raise

 11    in these meetings or in these comments.

 12         And it's important -- you know, you don't have to say

 13    in front of everybody here what it is you think we need to

 14    look at.  You can write it down on one of the comment

 15    cards.  You can send us an email.  All of that gets

 16    compiled together, and we, after the comment period

 17    closes, prepare what's called a scoping report.

 18                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  Thank you.

 19                    MR. GLEN SOLOMON:  I have one more, too,

 20    to add onto that is infrastructure because, you know, we

 21    have all these -- our old artifacts and everything that

 22    are -- that are somewhere else, and we would love to have

 23    a museum here so we could bring all our artifacts here.

 24    And you know, that would make a job for somebody to take

 25    care of the museum and also somebody there to tell them
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  1    our tradition, our knowledge of the past and everything

  2    like that, how Kaktovik became Kaktovik.  I thought I'd

  3    put that out to you.

  4         Thanks.

  5                    MR. MATTHEW REXFORD:  Hello.  My name is

  6    Matthew Rexford, and I'm the president of Kaktovik Inupiaq

  7    Corporation.  I'd like to first of all thank you folks for

  8    coming to Kaktovik to hear what the people here have to

  9    say.  There is a lot of good input that was shared today.

 10    And I just wanted to reiterate also that I'm lifelong

 11    resident of Kaktovik.  All the gravel roads you see, the

 12    runway, the lights, the power, the electricity, the

 13    running water, this school, our clinic, public safety

 14    officers, the buildings, North Slope Borough, all of this

 15    is the benefits of development in our region on the North

 16    Slope.  And we see those benefits and live with those.

 17         And I like what has been brought up previously, that

 18    the Bureau of Land Management should read In This Place.

 19    It's a City of Kaktovik document that they worked on in

 20    the '90s all about the coastal plain of the Arctic

 21    National Wildlife Refuge and history on what the people

 22    and leaders in those days have produced and recorded.

 23    It's a guide for those who would work in the country of

 24    the Kaktovikmiut.  Kaktovikmiut are the people, the

 25    traditional people, the tribal people who have lived here
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  1    and have always lived here.

  2         And I would also say that you should include

  3    recommendations that those who would participate in any

  4    lease sale for the coastal plain, that they review those

  5    documents, as well, because that's what pretty much --

  6    essentially what those documents are for, for those who

  7    would like to work in the country of Kaktovikmiut, any

  8    organization, any business.

  9         And to ensure that the Kaktovikmiut are an integral

 10    part of this process, their voices should be heard, as you

 11    heard them, above those who do not live on or near the

 12    coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.

 13         And I like the idea of a village health assessment.

 14    And that should be a part of this process, as well, to

 15    provide a baseline measure of the health of the community

 16    and to assure that we are not negatively impacted.

 17         And I would like to say that BLM should ensure that

 18    any adverse effects to the wildlife and subsistence

 19    resources are thoroughly studied and protected.

 20    Indigenous knowledge from the community members should be

 21    incorporated into any environmental and/or wildlife

 22    studies conducted in the coastal plain, and the

 23    Kaktovikmiut should be consulted on how these studies are

 24    conducted.

 25         We see some scientific studies with poor planning.
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  1    Once the polar bears was listed as a threatened species.

  2    That mandated the United States government to

  3    scientifically study the polar bear.  And that scientific

  4    study was highly invasive.  They used a helicopter to dive

  5    bomb every single polar bear in the state of Alaska that

  6    they encountered on that study.  Dart gunned them, every

  7    single one.  Tranquilized them, did not assure that the

  8    bear was not -- no longer had the tranquilizing effects

  9    before they left them.  So yes, the people should have a

 10    say in how the research is conducted.

 11         And I would recommend to the Fish & Wildlife Service

 12    to enter into a comanagement arrangement with the

 13    community of Kaktovik for that very reason.

 14         There should be a thorough review of closed and

 15    pending Native allotments, especially those closed with

 16    the withdrawal of the military Public Land Order 82 from

 17    Barter Island.

 18         The community needs to be provided access, especially

 19    all-terrain vehicle, in the summer and fall months across

 20    land on the coastal plain and into the wilderness areas of

 21    the refuge for hunting, fishing, camping and subsistence

 22    use sites.  Support should be provided to the community,

 23    especially the Native Village of Kaktovik, to assist in

 24    their capacity to effectively participate in this process

 25    and to provide a tribal impact liaison.
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  1         Impact aid has not been addressed.  It was brought

  2    up, and Kaktovik needs to know that they will receive

  3    assistance for their community.

  4         The community desires to have access to natural gas,

  5    for reasons previously stated.  And the -- another issue

  6    is the roads.  That is another tough issue that our

  7    community has spoken on and about.  And I see the benefits

  8    of having a road to Kaktovik, along with a bridge,

  9    perhaps.

 10         During the polar bear tour seasons, folks can be --

 11    won't have an available flight for some -- some folks

 12    longer than three weeks before they could come back into

 13    the community, and they left for medical purposes.  And

 14    that's a hardship on our people.  It's a life, health and

 15    safety concern and issue.

 16         Thank you for being here.  Thanks.

 17                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  Way to speak strong,

 18    Matthew.

 19                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  How much more weight

 20    is given to the voice of the people who are actually from

 21    Kaktovik and live in Kaktovik?  How much more of an effect

 22    or how much -- is our voice more heard, or rather than

 23    listening to environmental groups or people that don't

 24    live here, how much more do you value our opinions, or is

 25    there more of a value of our opinions in your ears and
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  1    eyes?  And what you will bring back to Washington and to

  2    the people that you guys answer to and work for?  How much

  3    will our words really matter to you is what I want to

  4    know.

  5                    UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER:  They work

  6    for the government.

  7                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  I'm not speaking to

  8    you.  I was speaking to them.

  9                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  We want to hear what

 10    they have to say.

 11                    MR. JOE BALASH:  So everything about this

 12    is going to be reviewed and probably challenged in the

 13    courts.  And so I will tell you that we have to consider

 14    the input and comments of everybody who comments in this

 15    process.

 16                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  I understand that.

 17                    MR. JOE BALASH:  But, you know, the Deputy

 18    Secretary and myself came here in February to let the

 19    community know that this process was going to begin, that

 20    we were going to be coming back for scoping.  And the

 21    reason we did that is because we know the impacts that are

 22    going to be felt and the consequences of this program are

 23    going to be felt most directly by the people who live here

 24    and nearby.  So we are paying very close attention to what

 25    the people here have to say.  And we want to take every
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  1    bit of that into account as we develop this document and

  2    this program.

  3         So of course we are going to have to weigh the

  4    comments of everybody, but -- but when it comes to

  5    identifying those things that matter most that are

  6    specific to the locations here and the outlying areas, you

  7    know, it's your knowledge that is -- is going to instruct

  8    us the best.  That's probably the safest way for me to say

  9    that.

 10                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  Okay.

 11                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  Thank you.  I'm going to

 12    stand up again.  My name is Ida Angasan.  I'm with NVK.

 13    My father, my dad is Isaac Kupaak Akootchook.  He retired

 14    from the DEW line, ITT.  And he's 96 years old, alert and

 15    well and everything.  He doesn't go much of anywhere

 16    except to KIC and ASRC meetings, you know.  Those are his

 17    biggest events, you know, and I think that's very -- he

 18    likes that.

 19         And I've known my dad to say change is coming.

 20    Change is happening.  When we don't like the change, we

 21    have to think about it, think of our mind and what we

 22    think about it and how are we going to process it.  And he

 23    says oil companies have improved.  Oil can be drilled

 24    onshore.  He emphasized onshore, but not offshore.  How

 25    are you going to clean the icebergs?  How are you going to
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  1    clean the gas and the oil from the icebergs out there?

  2    Has anybody ever in their life has oil companies gone out

  3    to the ocean and cleaned icebergs?  Anyone?

  4         My dad and my uncles, my cousins, they built that DEW

  5    line up there back in the '50s and '60s.  You know who

  6    your dad is.  You guys know who your parents are, your

  7    grandparents.  They built that DEW line.  They built their

  8    own houses out of scraps, plywood scraps that they found

  9    in the dump that the DEW line people dumped into the end

 10    of the old runway down there.  It's full of scraps, metal

 11    and iron.  And everything is rusted.  And that's still a

 12    -- what do you call that?  Help.  It's a --

 13                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  Environmental

 14    hazard.

 15                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  It's an environmental --

 16    it's a hazard.  It is.  How would you like to live with

 17    metal and with all that stuff down there?  But that's how

 18    they built their own places.  We would wake up in the

 19    morning to go to school.  It was cold.  Has any of you

 20    ever wake up to a cold house to go to school?  Have you

 21    walked to the school in the winter in the blizzards and

 22    anything in your life?  That's the way we lived.  And then

 23    my dad says we chopped wood.  We pack water.  You see that

 24    water lake we have?  We lived down there.  We used to --

 25    they used to pack water from there to our houses, you
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  1    know.  They had to scrape for five-gallon buckets and

  2    stuff like that, make their own yokes with whatever string

  3    or rope you can find, you know, and make a yoke.

  4         They built their own houses.  They built their own

  5    beds.  They built everything of their own.  Our parents

  6    never went to school.  My parents didn't.  But they

  7    learned to live with the change.

  8         And when they -- when the DEW line dumped things into

  9    the dump down there, our parents would go down there and

 10    see -- find and see what -- if they could find something

 11    that is useful to us, maybe a bowl or maybe plates or

 12    maybe silverware or fork that was thrown away by the DEW

 13    line people up there.  To this day, I can say this:  My

 14    dad -- my mom and dad found a big set of soup bowls, but

 15    they are thin ones.  We call them soup bowls.  They are

 16    like plates, but they have these little things on them,

 17    and they are glass.  They don't shatter like today's

 18    glass.  Those were made long ago, and they -- my dad -- my

 19    dad still has those.  Those are from the dump that was --

 20    that they went and got, you know, so --

 21         Today what do we do?  My dad says -- he says, come

 22    over here.  So I go with him to the kitchen sink, and he

 23    says, look.  He turns the faucet, and it comes on;

 24    whereas, before we have to pack water from up there so we

 25    could wash dishes with, wash our bodies with, wash our
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  1    houses with and everything else.  You know, we used --

  2    sparing water.

  3         And I'm going to say this.  Even though there is a

  4    tub of water for there, we started with the babies first

  5    and then went one, two, three, four, five -- there were

  6    six of us, and we all used the same water so we could

  7    bathe once a week.  Once a week.  What did they use for

  8    diapers?  Scraping the diapers with whatever we had.  And

  9    it's -- and that's how we used it.

 10         And my dad says, go to the bathroom.  What does he

 11    do?  He said, look.  Press a button.  What does it do?

 12    All the -- you just flow it -- you know, the water picks

 13    it up, and it goes onto the sewer water.  That is the

 14    easiest thing he said he's ever done in his life.

 15    Whereas, before you get these honey buckets, buckets that

 16    you use, you put the plastic in there and you had to go to

 17    the -- make that 52-gallon drum and open it up and put the

 18    waste -- the human waste in there.  So -- anyways --

 19         And our clothing.  The women used the needle and

 20    thread.  Many of the women, and even men, you know, how

 21    did they make our clothes?  They -- they would sew fur and

 22    calico and stuff, and order -- long ago they found

 23    calfskin.  They used that to make designs for their --

 24    to -- maybe the designs for their clothing, and then they

 25    used caribou.  They would sew the caribous together so you
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  1    could have the clothing for your body and you stay warm.

  2    The fur, the wolverine and the fur and the wolf and any

  3    kind of fur you have, like this, you know, you put the

  4    hood over you, it keeps you warm from the blizzards and

  5    the wind.  So it's -- everything is sewn by hand.

  6         How many children do you have?  Six.  Six children to

  7    sew for.  Everything is sewed by hand by the women.  Long

  8    ago they used candle lights with seal oil, and the women

  9    are sewing inside the igloo.  Means the ice -- you know,

 10    the snow, igloo.

 11         Thank you.  I'm not finishing it.  I just have to say

 12    that.

 13                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  I heard him say almost

 14    at every KIC meeting that he's had to live, learn, adapt,

 15    but make sure that he takes care of his family and

 16    community all the time.  And progress is always moving

 17    forward and never going back.  And in the past was hard.

 18    They were hard people.  And the things that they have gone

 19    through, the way of life that they lived is just almost

 20    unimaginable.  Now just think of how easy we have it.

 21         And they still installed our core values of family,

 22    land, animals, taking care of each other, taking care of

 23    the land and making sure that our family and the land is

 24    always taken care of.  And you know, I'm truly grateful

 25    for that.  So -- I'm looking forward to seeing Isaac at
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  1    the meeting.

  2                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So I think we have

  3    until 9:00 p.m., so we probably have another half an hour

  4    if people want to come up and share anything they haven't

  5    shared yet.

  6                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  Who are you

  7    coordinating with here to notify the community of the

  8    meeting?  Who are you talking to to tell them that you are

  9    coming for the meeting?

 10                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So we have been -- we

 11    sent out mailings to everyone we could find a P.O. box to.

 12    We sent fliers out and notified online.  We have had press

 13    releases.  I've contacted KIC and NVK and the city

 14    council.  I actually originally coordinated the meeting

 15    with the city council and the community hall, but when

 16    this got rescheduled because of the death in the

 17    community, I think there is a council meeting tonight at

 18    7:00, which is why we scheduled the meeting earlier to try

 19    not to conflict with that.

 20         So if there are other ways we should be reaching out

 21    to the community, please pass it on and we will make sure

 22    to do that next time.

 23                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  See, a lot of us

 24    didn't receive the notification of the meeting or the

 25    place or time.
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  1                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  You didn't get card

  2    mailings?

  3                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  No.

  4                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Did anybody get card

  5    mailings?

  6                    UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER:  We haven't

  7    had mail for two weeks.

  8                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  That's a problem with

  9    having only one airline coming in.  They carry what they

 10    want to carry, even if it is U.S. mail.

 11                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  They probably wouldn't

 12    have had the updated date on it.  That's good to know.

 13                    MR. JOE BALASH:  Is there a way to let the

 14    community know that people see or hear?  Is there a radio

 15    program or --

 16                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  KBRW you can call.  A

 17    lot of people listen to it.  There's a village liaison

 18    that can get a hold of people either at the Native village

 19    office or the Kaktovik Inupiaq Corporation office.  You

 20    can call the city and have somebody put out fliers.  Just

 21    word of mouth.  That's how a lot of people probably found

 22    out.  Facebook.

 23                    MR. JOE BALASH:  Is there a community

 24    Facebook page?

 25                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  Yeah.  There is a
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  1    Kaktovik announcement page.

  2                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  That's good to know.

  3    BLM has a Facebook page, too, or however that works.

  4               MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  Send a friend request to

  5    Kaktovik announcements.

  6                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Okay.

  7                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  Like I said, a later

  8    time for the meetings so everybody who has something to

  9    say will be present and available for the meeting.  Having

 10    it at 3:00 in the afternoon -- have it later.  Like a lot

 11    of people get off work at 5:00 and they want to go home

 12    and eat.  We came here at 4:00, so a lot of us have been

 13    here the whole time and haven't gone home to eat.  So like

 14    6:00, 6:30 you know, that would be -- that would be a

 15    little bit better.

 16                    MR. JOE BALASH:  Okay.

 17                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  But again, I want to

 18    say thank you for coming and listening to the concerns of

 19    people from Kaktovik.  Thank you.

 20                    MR. JOE BALASH:  If it might be easier, we

 21    can maybe all stand up and mingle outside and you can ask

 22    us questions individually, if you like.  You know, we have

 23    got Fish & Wildlife Service, two people from the Fish &

 24    Wildlife Service, at least two people from BLM, myself

 25    from the headquarters in Washington.  Our contractors are
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  1    all here.  We have the Commissioner of Fish & Game, the

  2    Deputy Commissioner of DNR and the Lieutenant Governor

  3    from the state.  They are cooperators on this, and we are

  4    relying on their expertise to help inform some of our

  5    analysis of decisionmaking.  So you know, there is --

  6    there is a lot of people here who you can talk to, and

  7    maybe that would be a little easier if -- if you just want

  8    to just talk.  Mingle, yeah.

  9                    MR. DENNIS STACEY:  I have a question,

 10    Joe.  How many acres are in ANWR itself in the refuge?

 11                    MR. JOE BALASH:  As a whole, I think it's

 12    19 --

 13                    MR. GREG SIEKANIEC:  19.3 million,

 14    thereabouts.

 15                    MR. DENNIS STACEY:  19.3 million acres?

 16                    MR. GREG SIEKANIEC:  Is that right,

 17    Joanna?

 18                    MS. JOANNA FOX:  That's right.

 19                    MR. DENNIS STACEY:  So we are talking

 20    about developing 2,000 acres?

 21                    MR. JOE BALASH:  Well, the leasing that's

 22    authorized is within the 1002 area, which is 1.6 million,

 23    and then the -- so that's counting all of the subsurface

 24    acreage.  And the law limits our surface disturbance to no

 25    more than 2,000 acres.
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  1                    MR. DENNIS STACEY:  Right.  Okay.

  2                    MS. ADRIENNE TITUS:  I have a question.

  3    Does that 2,000 acres also include the infrastructure

  4    that's going to be built, the roads to and from the pads

  5    that are going to be constructed, as well?

  6                    MR. JOE BALASH:  So the statutory language

  7    refers to the pads and pipelines.  So yes, those will --

  8    those will count.  The -- the statute, though, the

  9    language is not exhaustive.  And so, you know, that's

 10    something that we will have to look at very closely and

 11    make sure that, you know, we are counting things

 12    appropriately along the way.  And that's something we are

 13    going to have to speak to in the EIS is how we will count

 14    acreage and how a lessee would be able to get approval for

 15    their surface disturbance.  That's something that is going

 16    to have to be contemplated up front so that lessees know

 17    what it is they are buying when they buy a lease.

 18                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  The 2,000 acres, is

 19    that the final cap on how much will actually be leased

 20    out, or will it be -- or does it have the possibility of

 21    expanding in the future?

 22                    MR. JOE BALASH:  So the 2,000 acres

 23    doesn't limit how much gets leased.  It limits how much

 24    surface disturbance there can be.

 25                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  That's a final cap
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  1    or --

  2                    MR. JOE BALASH:  That's a cap that will be

  3    in place.  The agencies can't change that cap.  Congress

  4    can.

  5                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  Okay.

  6                    MR. JOE BALASH:  But if you are waiting

  7    for Congress to do something, you might want to prepare

  8    for a long wait.

  9                    MR. CHARLES LAMPE:  Yeah.  We have waited.

 10                    MR. GLEN SOLOMON:  Who is the Fish &

 11    Wildlife commissioner?  This guy right over here?

 12                    MR. JOE BALASH:  So the State Commissioner

 13    is over here.

 14                    MR. GLEN SOLOMON:  You are the State

 15    Commissioner, huh?  So you know Beth and Jason?  They work

 16    out of Fairbanks.  Beth Lenart, she works for the area of

 17    fish and wildlife biologists, Alaska Department of Fish &

 18    Game.  But anyway, she wrote me this letter.  It was last

 19    year.  It's about the 50 radio-collared caribou that they

 20    were working on on the Porcupine herd, and they were

 21    saying there were some that was with the Central herd, but

 22    most of them were still with the Porcupine herd.  And the

 23    studies that they were doing, they were flying below 500

 24    feet, diverting the caribou more inland and calving

 25    amongst the hills and also close towards -- close towards
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  1    the mountains.  And she gave me all of the information and

  2    everything.  And so here is her letter:

  3         Working out of Kaktovik right now to collect data on

  4    where the Porcupine herd is calving and what portion of

  5    adult cows are giving birth.  This data was been collected

  6    on this herd since the late 1880s and is important for the

  7    international management of this herd.  I have attached a

  8    memo that has all this calving data since 1987 along with

  9    population size estimates.  Over the same time period this

 10    year and next, we will be collecting more detailed

 11    information on calving and movement that we hope will

 12    allow us to estimate pregnancy rates and calving

 13    distributions using only the movement data provided by the

 14    GPS collars on the cows.

 15         So I was going to ask, so has it been successful on

 16    this situation on where they are migrating, where are they

 17    calving at?

 18                    COMMISSIONER SAM COTTEN:  Well, yes.  Is

 19    sounds like you also have some advice for us on how to

 20    maybe not do things as far as diverting animals.  But yes,

 21    we have got some ongoing work to determine where the

 22    calving takes place.  It's -- this year we -- we have

 23    assumed that the peak calving period was probably June

 24    6th, a little later than normal, around June 2.  We were

 25    trying -- I was just looking at some maps out here.  The
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  1    calving area was probably between the Kavik River and

  2    Yukon Territory.  There is another system over there.  So

  3    there is a broad range, a broad area where the calving

  4    took place.

  5         The four-year-old cows were exceeding their normal

  6    rate as far as delivering calves.  The three-year-olds,

  7    you don't get as many of those, so the data was not as

  8    good as with the four-year-olds, but that was a little

  9    lower than normal.  But overall, calving success was good

 10    this year.  And I think somebody else had mentioned

 11    earlier that the population of the herd is up probably --

 12    certainly in excess of 200,000 animals.  So I'd be glad to

 13    share all that data with you and, again, take to heart

 14    your advice about how to advise our people to maybe

 15    consider some different practices as far as flying low and

 16    perhaps diverting the animals.  So appreciate that.

 17         And if you would like more information, we certainly

 18    have it.

 19                    MR. GLEN SOLOMON:  Awesome.  Thank you.

 20    They have my email address, so you can e-mail it to me if

 21    you want.

 22                    COMMISSIONER SAM COTTEN:  I'll see you at

 23    the break and figure out how to do that.

 24                    MR. ROLAND WARRIOR:  I'd like to hear what

 25    you find out from that.  That's conflicting from what I
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  1    remember hearing the last two or three years.

  2                    COMMISSIONER SAM COTTEN:  I can share that

  3    with everybody here.  If you want to check with me, I'll

  4    figure out how to email it to you immediately.

  5                    MR. GLEN SOLOMON:  Thank you.

  6                    MR. JOE BALASH:  Why don't we go ahead and

  7    sort of end the formal part and the recording of the

  8    meeting here, and we can continue to mingle and visit a

  9    little bit before we have to exit the building.  But I do

 10    want to -- sir.

 11                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  What I'd like to

 12    know is -- my concern is about who are these people that

 13    come up with this bright idea of burying PCBs on our

 14    beaches?  Our DEW line is washing out.  This island is

 15    washing out.  And we got God knows how many tons of PCBs

 16    buried about 10, 20 feet above sea level and about 100

 17    feet from the beach.  And it's getting -- it's washing out

 18    pretty quick.  Who are these guys that come up with this

 19    bright idea of burying the PCBs in the worst place

 20    possible?                 MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Do you have a

 21    contact with the Air Force?  Have you --

 22                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  No.

 23                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Because they should

 24    have a project -- I mean, I can talk to you on break and I

 25    could get contact information for the people that should
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  1    be responsible.

  2                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Because I worked

  3    for a shipping company in Canada for about ten years, and

  4    we have hauled -- I can't remember how many DEW line sites

  5    we hauled out from Canada.  But we took all their garbage

  6    out.  Why is it different here and they bury their PCBs

  7    here?  And that's my biggest concern.  PCBs are pretty

  8    serious.

  9         Thanks.

 10                    MR. JOE BALASH:  I just wanted to say

 11    thank you again and look forward to continuing to meet and

 12    talk not only tonight, but later on in the year we will be

 13    back again.

 14                    UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER:  And one more

 15    thing for you hunters or people who go out.  There's maps

 16    out there if you want to designate the places you hunt,

 17    duck hunt or anything, please make sure you note your

 18    trails routes on the map.

 19               (Proceedings adjourned at 8:12 p.m.)
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