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BE IT KNOMW that the aforenentioned proceedi ngs were taken
at the time and place duly noted on the title page, before
Mary A. Vavrik, Registered Merit Reporter and Notary
Public within and for the State of Al aska.
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P-ROCEEDI-NGS
MS. MYRA THUMVA: W are going to open up
with a prayer.
(I'nvocation offered by Myra Thumm.)
MR. JAMES JOHN: Ckay. (Speaking in

Gmch'in.) M nanme's Janes John. |'mfirst chief of
Arctic. | grewup around this village. Since | have been
alittle kid, I have been hunting caribou. | have been
living only and | live around subsistence life. M way of

living is just live off the animals. And all ny people
are the sane as what |'mdoing right now. And we are
asking for people's help with what |'mdoing right now

| appreciate you guys comng out here. | hope you
just keep in mnd what we are doing right now Thank you
very nuch for all of you and ny people and for comng this
way and Mahsi' Choo.

MR DENNIS ERICK:  Hello. M name is

Dennis Erick. 1'mthe first chief of Venetie. 1'd |ike
to welcone all the visitors that came to Arctic and al
the visitors that represent us, and all the people that
don't represent us, but you know you are wel cone. We
al ways wel come everybody, no matter how we are. W got a

good heart.
But I'd like to say sonething about the caribou. The
caribou, when | lived in Venetie, it's kind of farther.
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It's kind of farther to get caribou. But even then, we
still get caribou. We still live off the caribou. A so
my brothers and ny sisters, my aunties and uncles,
grandpa, grandma, great-great grandpa, great-great
grandna, they all taught us this. [It's our way of life.
W can't just walk away fromthe way we live

And there is not only caribou. There is also
mgratory bird, waterfow, fish, shorebirds, all of them
they live up there in the coastal plains. And we need to
protect it, no matter what. W have to encourage our
people to do what ny grandpa did, to do what their grandpa
did. They survived. W didn't have no sugar. We didn't
have coffee. Now we do because we are living in the

modern world, but we still depend on the caribou
As a chief, and ny people -- | love ny people, even
though even if | don't look like it, | still deep in the

heart. And that's all | got to say. Thank you.

M5. KAREN MOURI TSEN: Ckay. Thank you
Hel | o, everyone. |'mKaren Muritsen. |'mthe BLMs
Acting State Director for the State of Alaska. | really
want to thank the conmmunity for welcoming us here to your
community. W're here to talk about the leasing EI'S for
the coastal plain with you. W really thank you for the
wel cone. The dinner |ast night was wonderful. | had the
caribou stew and the caribou and the fish. So thank you
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so much for that, and the dancing and the music. It was
just great. So thank you for that.

| would like to just introduce a few people and just
tell alittle bit about the format of the neeting, and
then we will get started.

So I'd like to introduce Joe Balash. He's the
Assistant Secretary for Lands and M neral s Management at
the Department of Interior. And Steve Wackowski is the
Department of Interior Senior Advisor to the Secretary for
Al aska. Kate MacGegor is our Deputy Assistant Secretary
for Lands and M nerals Management. Karen Clark is our
Assistant Regional Director for the Fish & Wldlife
Service here in Alaska. Steve Berendzen -- where did
Steve go -- the refuge manager maybe you know. Hollis
Twi tchell -- Hollis, thank you. N cole Hayes is the
project manager who will be giving the presentation in
just a mnute. Chad Ricklefs and Paul Law ence are
hel ping with the sign-ins.

Mary Vavrik is our court reporter, and she's taking
down the comments fromyou all. It's really inmportant for
us to hear your ideas about this, so she's going to take
down your comments, and that's why we have the m crophone
here so she can hear and get the conmments.

W also -- Debbie is going to translate for us if
anyone wants a translator. Thank you, Debbie, for
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agreeing to do that. And then we have the videographers
here who -- back here who have been making the docunentary
for a while around here. So they are going to film sone
of the comments peopl e make.

We are here for the scoping neeting for this coastal
plain leasing EI'S. And scoping neans that we are just
starting the process. W are trying to figure out what
i ssues we shoul d address while we do this Environnental
| npact Statement. So the purpose is to hear fromyou all.
W want to hear if you have got issues you would |ike us
to address in that EIS. And so we are -- Nicole is going
to give you a presentation in a mnute, but nostly this is
to hear fromyou all.

And after Nicole does the presentation, we would |ike
to have people start coming up to the mcrophone maybe
starting with the elders if we have some el ders that want
to talk, and then Arctic Village residents, we would
really like to hear fromyou all, and then everyone el se
And so we really do want to hear your thoughts.

So N cole, do you want to start the presentation?

MS. NI COLE HAYES: Thank you, Karen. And
I"mreally bad about the mc, soif | walk away, just wave
your hand.

Li ke she said, thank you. Thank you for wel com ng
us. We are really glad to be here and we really | ook
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forward to hearing fromyou. As Tonya rem nded ne, people
want to speak and share their thoughts, so I'mgoing to go
through the presentation fairly quickly, but | want to
hel p frame what exactly we are doing here and al so share
with you how you coul d best provide input to inform our
deci si onmaki ng process. So that's what |'mgoing to focus
on.

So again, the agenda is: Wy are we here? Wiat is
the coastal plain EIS? Wat is the BLMrequired to do?
Wiat are the agency responsibilities? Wat is BLM
responsible for? Wat is the Fish & Wldlife Service
responsible for? Wiat is the NEPA process? You hear NEPA
referred to often. We will what explain the NEPA process
is. We wll share how subsistence and ANILCA Section 810
fits into that NEPA process. W know that's one of the
maj or concerns and issues, so we wll touch on that and
then provide you guys an opportunity to share information.

And then the nost inportant part is howto
participate. So we will tell you all the ways that you
can participate. [I'll touch on themnow. There are some
sign-in sheets back there. There is forms. |f you
haven't picked up a handout, pick up a handout. You can
submt witten comrents. You can submt oral conments.
You can go online and submt the formonline. So there is
various ways. Again, we want to hear fromyou during this
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period and get your thoughts and coments and the issues
we shoul d be analyzing in the EI S

| forgot to nention, Debbie was going to kind of
summarize what | say after each slide in GMch'in, so |I'm
going to let her cone up here and speak for just a noment.

(Translating into GMch'in.)

M5. NI COLE HAYES: So what |'mgoing to
cover now is the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017. And you
wi Il hear that commonly referred to as the Tax Act. This
is basically the requirements of the Secretary of the
Interior and the BLM This map that's being displayed up
here -- and you guys have probably seen it in other
places -- is the map that's specifically referenced in the
Tax Act. It outlines the coastal plain area, which is
al so commonly referred to as the 1002 area. You will hear
us call it the coastal plains for the Coastal Plain Ol
and Gas Leasing EIS. The coastal plain area enconpasses
1.6 mllion acres of the 19.3 mllion acres of the Arctic
National WIldlife Refuge.

Section 20001 of the Tax Act specifically requires
the Secretary of the Interior to do, acting through the
Bureau of Land Management, is to establish a conpetitive
oil and gas leasing program simlar to what's done under
NPR-A, or the National Petroleum Reserve, under the Naval
Petrol eum Reserves Production Act of 1976. So the
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requirenents are to inplenent this oil and gas |easing
programsimlar to howit's done in NPRRA. So that's a
requirenent of us.

Al'so, we are required to hold not fewer than two
| ease sales, the first one having to occur within the next
four years. The second one is required to occur wthin
the next seven years. And the other requirements are that
not fewer than 400,000 acres of the highest potenti al
hydrocarbon areas shall be offered for |ease. So those
are the requirements that we are operating under right
NOW.

And |'mgoing to provide some information to you al
about how best to help inform how we can protect those
critical areas and have conditions so that it is -- we
follow the NEPA process and we preserve, enhance, protect
as best we can those areas that may be | eased.

So the agency responsibilities for -- I'msorry.
Debbie, did you want to --

(Translating into GMch'in.)

M5. NI COLE HAYES: So the agency
responsibilities for the coastal plain |easing EIS fall
mostly with BLM because they were designated within the
Tax Act to inplenent the oil and gas leasing EIS. W are
the |l ead federal agency for the EIS, so that's why we are
up here speaking. And |'mthe designated project manager
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for it. We wll be responsible for the | easing program
and to have the |ease sales. The Fish & Wldlife Service,
we are working closely with them They are a cooperating
agency. Qobviously, they know the refuge well, and they
adm ni ster the surface of the Arctic National Wldlife
Ref uge.

(Translating into GMch'in.)

MS. NI COLE HAYES: So this slide outlines
the BLMoil and gas | easing and devel opnent process. |
just want to highlight we are working on the |easing
phase. And the EI'S, the Environnental Inpact Statenent,
is for leasing. Any other activities -- seismc
activities, post-lease exploration drilling, devel opnent,
production, other requirements of the Tax Act -- which the
Tax Act does require the Secretary to authorize up to
2,000 surface acres of devel opnent, but any of those
aut horizations would require separate NEPA analysis. So
we are focusing on the leasing and the EI'S to have those
| ease sales. Again, if there are subsequent activities
that occur pre or after a | ease sale occurs, there will be
anot her NEPA process. So there will be an opportunity to
provide input and to share information prior to decisions
bei ng made about those activities.

(Translating into GMch'in.)
M5. NI COLE HAYES: So this is kind of a
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busy, boring slide, but this is what the Nationa
Environnmental Policy Act is. And I'mjust going to

qui ckly wal k through how the process works because this is
real ly inportant because this is where we get the public
input. Wen there is a federal action that may have a
significant inpact on -- on sonething on the environnent,
then the federal government is required to devel op an
Environnental Inpact Statement. So that is what we are
doing for this leasing program It was initiated, and the
requirenent started with the passing of the Tax Act.

Ve have to publish a notice of intent to say that we
are going to do an Environmental |npact Statement, so that
was done on April 20th. And that kicks off the scoping
period. The standard scoping periods are 30 days. W
initiated it wth a 60-day scoping period. Currently that
ends on June 19th. That little red flag in the far
ri ght-hand corner shows where we are right now.

And this is the really inportant part of the process
because this is where we get input fromthe public that
tells us what we should be analyzing in the EIS so that we
can make informed decisions. This is where we hear
concerns, we learn about the issues, and we also learn
ways to offset sone of those inpacts that may occur. So
that's the type of input we are |ooking for.

After the scoping period closes, we produce a scoping
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report, and then we start devel oping alternatives for the
proposed action. There are some specific requirenents we
know we have to fit within. There nmust be at |east

400, 000 acres offered for |ease, and we knowit's within
the coastal plain area. So sone of the things that would
really help us is -- for the alternatives devel opnent is
under standi ng naybe timng restrictions or areas to avoid,
| easing restrictions where we would have no surface
occupancy, things like that. And I'Il go into that a
little bit nore.

Ve then wite the draft EIS, and the draft EISis
anot her opportunity for the public to provide coment.
That gets published and we come out and do neetings again
to get input on the information that's in that docunent,
and then we go back and take all the comments that we
receive and we revise the document and develop a fina
EIS. And then after the final EISis conpleted, we
publish a Record of Decision, and then a |ease sale may be
hel d.

| also just want to enphasize that there is two main
parts in here where there is periods for public coment,
but we al so have ot her opportunities where we consult.

For exanpl e, government-to-government consultation is
ongoi ng throughout the entire cycle of this NEPA process.
So we receive input fromaffected tribes throughout the
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process. So it's not just a two-time or two-opportunity
time to receive input, necessarily.

(Translating into GMch'in.)

M5. NI COLE HAYES: So this slide just
showi ng how the Section 810 of ANILCA process fits into
the NEPA process. It is separate fromthe NEPA anal ysis,
but it's areally critical conponent that we address
obviously here in Al aska.

So the initial 810 evaluation is appended to the
draft EI'S. The draft EIS identifies the subsistence uses
and resources, so the information provided during scoping
really informs what is in that initial 810 finding. So we
have to use information that's put into this EIS to make a
determination for subsistence use inpacts. So after the
draft EISis conpleted, concurrently we do that initia
810 eval uation which is appended to the draft ElS.

And then if the initial evaluationis it may
significantly restrict subsistence uses, then we have
subsi stence hearings. Those, again, are concurrent with
the public neetings that we hold for the draft EI'S, but
they are in the affected comunities of which there is a
finding that there may be a significant restriction to
subsi stence uses. And those meetings are separate.

After those meetings, we take all of the infornmation
that we learn. There is recommendations about how to
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avoid or mnimze inpacts to those subsistence resources,
and then a final determnation is nade, and that's
appended to the final EIS,

(Translating into GMch'in.)

MS. NI COLE HAYES: So the decisions that
are to be nade are what do the alternatives |ook |ike
And the alternatives really are the |ease stipulations
that go onto these leasing tracts. So the |easing tract
| ocations and al so the stipulations. Some exanples are
timng wndow restrictions, when are the caribou cal ving,
like where are the areas that we should avoid entirely.
Those types of things are the -- is the information that
we are |looking for fromyou. W know there is concerns
about subsistence uses and inpacts, but how can we best
avoid them So if you have that sort of information,
pl ease share it with us because that's what we are
interested in hearing.

(Translating into GMch'in.)

MS. NI COLE HAYES: So part of the NEPA
process is working with agencies and governnents that have
speci al i zed expertise or jurisdiction by |aw that can help
informour process. Today to date we have Fish & Wldlife
Service as a cooperating agency, the State of Al aska, the
North Sl ope Borough. And as of yesterday we al so have the
Native Village of Venetie Tribal CGovernment, the Venetie
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Village Council and the Arctic Village Council. So these
are cooperating agencies. Again, they have specialized
expertise that are going to help informthe EI'S and hel p
in our decisionnmaking process.

(Translating into GMch'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: So this is a tentative
schedul e that we have for devel opnent of the EIS. You
will note alot of it is in seasons. W are in the
scoping period right now. W have had requests to extend
the scoping period that are being considered. W are
| ooking at alternatives devel opnent this summer.

Cooper ating agencies, again, participate in hel ping us
draft the EI'S and providing input into that EIS. So we
are looking at having a draft EISthis fall. W wll
revise the draft EI'S and, based off of the public
feedback, that takes a few months. And then we w |
publish the final EIS and have a Record of Decision, which
is currently projected to be spring and sumer of next
year. Again, that's for the |easing conponent and to have
a lease sale. And that's according to the schedul e that
we are on right now.

(Translating into GMch'in.)

M5. NI COLE HAYES: So currently, again, we
are conducting scoping. These are the [ocations in which
we are conducting scoping neetings. W rescheduled --
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originally we were planning on being in Kaktovik this
week, and we had to reschedule. And we plan on going
there June 12th. Qur next meetings w |l be Fairbanks,
Anchorage, Ut qiagvik, Venetie and then Kaktovik and
Washington D.C. W have received requests for additiona
scoping locations that will be considered and we w |l be
making a decision on in the near future.

(Translating into GMch'in.)

MS. SARAH JAMES: |'mtrying to explain to
them that some people that don't understand that -- this
is public land. That's how conme they are having it
t hroughout different places, Wshington, D.C., for
exanpl e, and that kind of stuff. And this has got to do
with public land. This has got to do wth government, and
that's why they make sure that -- okay.

(Translating into GMch'in.)

MS. NI COLE HAYES: Again, we have various
ways to provide conment. W are getting ready to open up
the comrent. You can public comment right now. W do
have a court reporter, as Karen mentioned. Mary is our
court reporter, so we do ask that you come up to the mc
and clearly state your nane. Speak slowy because Mary
will tell you if you are speaking too fast. And if you
need the mc brought to you, just let us know W would
like el ders to come up and speak first and then residents
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of Arctic village and then everybody el se.

There is various ways if are -- if you don't want to
provi de public coment, you could al so provide public
comment and submit witten comment, which witten conment
is always encouraged. The ways to provi de comments are in
the packets in the back of the room but also up on the
screen. So you can email, submt themon the form or
mail theminto that address. And again, the scoping
period currently closes June 19th. So please provide your
coment s.

(Translating into GMch'in.)

M5. Nl COLE HAYES: Thank you, Debbie and
Sarah. So this is the end of ny presentation. And we now
wel come public commrent. | think Tiffany and Tonya were
going to help identify elders to come up and speak, or
they can just cone up and speak.

MR. JAMES JOHN: (Speaking in Gmch'in.)

MS. NI COLE HAYES: So just reminder to
state your nane for the record. And then if you need a
translator into English, because the court reporter needs
it in English for the record, then we need to have it
transl at ed.

MR JAMES JOHN. Mahsi' Choo. (Speaking
in GMch'in.) Sol'mthinking -- | don't know
[indiscernible] on the map exactly where, and right now I
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even talking the plan. | don't know where. But seens
like that is where the caribou come from And what |'d
like to see people to fly the young people up there and
where it's going to be and show them where the cari bou
calving grounds is. And the Fish & Wldlife, you are the
ones, show the people how the caribou channel and where
the overflows, make sure the caribou [indiscernible]. |
don't think it will. But | want to see today, | want you
to show thema big map exactly where it is, and | want you
to tell the young people here, this generation, to fly
themup there and take a look at it exactly.

Looks to nme, I'mkind of worried this norning. It
| ooks like it's going to hurt us because that's where the
caribou is. That's where everything is.

And North Sl ope Borough, you mentioned that, too, you
know. They even got the boundary lines up 20, 30 mles
fromhere up north. And I got nmy allotnent in there now
So | don't know why North Sl ope Borough increased their
line over the North Slope. But | think the North Sl ope
Bor ough belongs to the Slope. And every tine | say that
people just ignore me, you know. And let's see what --
that's all | can say. Just show people where exactly you
think that all going to inpose.

20 years ago we got all that closed down
[indiscernible] south by Venetie. Everybody know. You
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know, we |ost black bear. W lost ground squirrel.
Not hi ng grow back still

And al so when the pipeline that -- in Arctic Village
| remenber we don't have caribou for four years. Four
years.

Thank you

MR JONATHAN JOHN: M name is Jonat han
John. I'mfromArctic Village. And | have been a triba
| eader for sone years and before. And back in 1986 when
this whole thing started that | recall, and since then we
have been asking to let the caribou alone, but we still
have to go and talk about it. W need to cone
cooperating. | first knowthat it will devastate the
whol e caribou. It will. The only place -- the only, only
place is calving ground that they will calve is there.
They will calve around here, but it won't sustain itself
as much as it would as is the place up there.

Al'so, that we know we have been a hunter. W always
try to keep our place clean, our land clean. Even wal king
through the bushes, for instance, the bushes come off your
clothes, a little lint cone off your clothes. Caribou are
the sane. They will snell you right off of the brush.
That's how sensitive they are

W ask to have sone nore time and to discuss it sone
more, but we are -- ny people have asked a step at a tine
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and we only take one step and we want to be sure bhefore we
t ake anot her one.

But on the other hand, | know that we -- it's part of
our livinghood. CQur caribou is part of our |ivinghood
just as much as fishernen depend on the fish. They depend
on their livinghood on the fish, and we -- none of that
has a cash val ue, but otherw se value. And it's just a
count to the sane.

So please, | ask and | request to that we be part of
cooperating agency. This much | ask for right now Thank
you.

MR G DEON JAMES: M nane is G deon
Janmes. | live in Arctic Village, and I'mone of the
elders. And | have long years of experience in working
with the tribe. So what | want to say is that when these
peopl e speak for the aninmals, it is very -- these are very
intelligent animal. They travel thousands, thousands,
t housands of mles to the feeding ground, into the calving
ground. And when they travel, they got their own |eaders.
Any caribou don't lead, but they got special group within
their herd that leads. | know that because | used to run
them down with snowshoe, and | -- it's a hard tine. |It's
hard to run it down with the group of |eaders |ike that.
And you can tell by the calluses in front of their I|egs.
There is calluses right there.

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 22

And the reason | bring this up because we are here to
protect mgrating animals and species. There is
t housands, thousands of ducks that -- that fly to that
area to nest. Like yesterday or day before, there is new
life begins up there. There is new life that begins up
there so everybody will stay healthy as in GaMch'in
country.

Also, a lot of people that come to see the
attraction, |ike hikers and other environnentalist group
that want to see it, they spent their fortune to see it.
And we see it down at the airport. Pretty soon there wll
be hundreds and hundreds of people wal king at the airport.
That's all they are going -- they want to go up to see it.
So we are not alone. W are not al one here.

And what we want to protect is the sole purpose, the
sol e purpose of animals to survive, aninmals to stay
heal thy, to have clean water, clean air, clean food.
That's what our main concernis. Andit's -- throughout
the history, our people are really snmart, are very
intelligent that they keep these aninals healthy.

And now, now this Tax Act and Job Act they call it,
we don't call it. Qur president is the one that call it,
and he never paid -- he never showed us that he pay tax.
He never -- he never show us that he worked for anybody
instead of |eading you on.
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Thank you
MR LOUE JOHN. Good morning. My nane is
Loui e John, and I'mhere fromArctic Village. | have a
| ot of experience with caribou. [I'Il tell you a little

story about nyself. Wwen | was a kid, | was upriver
That's our feeding ground. That's our garden out here. A
lot of times other society tell us that we are poor. No
Look at me. You know, | feeding nyself good because,
| ook, there is a |ot of good food out there. The fish --
because we have been environmentalists for 10,000 years.
And look at it. We try to keep our land clean the way it
is for a thousand years. W don't try to destroy it
because we know it help us. In return, we take care of
the land. In return, it takes care of us. That's the way
we believe.

And when | was a kid, | didn't know about Lower 48.

All 1 knowis ny life here. That's all | knew until BIA
came around and start teaching us about Liberty Bell that
crack until it rain -- it rained until it crack, you know.

And that was our freedom So they tell us about all these
histories, you know, polar bear and revolution and al
that stuff so they could convert us into your society.
And that was it.

But we know that you go to school so you could be
going to work in the future. That's how it works. |
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understand |ater on. But when | was upriver and all that
canping and getting harvest, spring -- like right now
it's -- our young nen is going out and getting those
wonderful waterfows. They are on their way to the
cal ving grounds, calving grounds of the Porcupine caribou
herd. And they are going to see some stuff they are never
going to see. And it will change. That's because one
billionaire scribbled his name on a piece of paper, you
know, and that's all we look in our culture. To ne in the
United States, there is a human rights issue, but the
ot her one is overl ooked.

But the main thing that | thought that life was |ike
this, that 1'Il be happy. And about 50 years |ater
didn't know I'Il be fighting for ny culture, ny way of
life. And this is where |I'mat now. And of course I'm
angry, but 1'mgoing to try to make sense to you. Maybe
you might do a little bit different. Maybe you keep away
fromthe cal ving grounds because there is not only
caribou; there is moose, nusk ox, ground squirrels, mce.
You know, wolf -- wolf goes around there, and when they
got nothing to eat, they eat mce. That's their life. So
all that will be destroyed

| know it because | have been -- | -- |'ma heavy
equi pnent operator. |'ma certified operator, and I'm
also a carpenter. | have been fire fighting as a crew
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boss for 25 years. And | know a lot of experience. |

even live in the city, and -- but 1'msaying that | want
to experience another job, so | apply around and | ooki ng
for work for -- | wonder how it would be at North Sl ope.

So | went to the PGS. That's the oil company. |
went over there and try to get in there, and then they
accept nme, and | went to the orientation and -- you know,
orientation about hazardous around the conplex, right?
Hazardous, right? GCkay. You know that. So they teach us
that, where not to go or where there is a sign there.
There is a sign so we recogni ze those. | got the
orientation.

Then after that they even fly here to pick ne up to
go to the North Slope. And | have to go to Anchorage, way
to Anchorage, then have to fly all the way up there again,
you know. That's a lot of noney, | guess. Q1 nake al
ki nds of money.

But so when | was up there, they put me on that
viber. The viber is seismc work. So | have been
operating that. And there is a train of Cat, and each one
of themgot a little trailer like, and there is |ike beds
and kitchens and all. They got different |ineup. And
they nove canp. And we, viber, we drive in behind. And
when we drive, | could see where all those sleds woul d
dig, and when they dig in, they tear out the tundra, a big
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piece like this [indicating], and it's laying around
everywhere.

And sonetimes out of the blue, we operate, we just
drive along. Al of a sudden there is a burst out of fuel
or hydraulic fuel, and just like that. Like that it
could -- it could splatter out 200 gallons just like that.
And it will be all over the snow, tundra, and we have to
clean it up. But it's not 100 percent clean. It could be
80 percent, 90 percent. And that's not clean. That's
anot her i npact.

Not only that, when | take a break been driving a
long tinme, maybe 12, even 36 hours sometimes, and | get

tired, | stretch out, and sonetimes even in your -- | | ook
back, a whole train, Cat trailers and all that nove
forward, moving canmp, | |look back, | could see the thick
bl ack snoke behind us. | asked them what the heck is

that back there? That's us, he said. The whole train
going. That's the exhaust fumes, exhaust black snoke
And |"msure they land on the snow. In the spring it
melts. And caribou, mce, ground squirrels, even ducks,
fish, they taste it, | bet you.

So | ask will you, if you got any heart in your mnd,
| -- | feel like the GMch'in Nation as being a United
States citizen. You know, remenber about a little girl
that fell into a well? Anybody renenber that? We were up
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here. W were glued to that TV for three days, want that
little girl to get out. That's being a United States
citizen, have a heart for that famly even though we don't
know t hem because we are a United States citizen. Ckay?
Wien that little girl was -- they took her up to the
surface of earth, you know, even ny brothers and ny sister
jump up joy, they are happy. That's how United States
citizen we are. Even though you guys live down there, you
don't know about us.

And then another tragedy, MCullough, Christie
McCul | ough, the school teacher. School teacher are |ike
mothers or father. They care for you. They protect you.
They do a lot of things. They teach you. And that
happened, another tragedy. It saddened us. W were sad.

And then there is another one came around, 9/11. W
see that two towers fell down, we were angry because we
are United States citizens. And all that, we care for our
peopl e even though they don't know us, we don't know them
but still they are United States citizen

So about 60 years or so later, | didn't know that the
United States would be against me. And that's how | feel
right now. | don't know what to say to you guys. Just

keep away fromthe cal ving grounds baby for our people,
for your people.
Bush says for everybody, but | don't believe him-- |
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mean, not Bush. Trunp. |I'msorry, but | don't believe
him But you could make change. Up to you. So thisis a
plea | nake to you
Thank you for |istening.
MS. TONYA GARNETT: (Speaking in

Gmch'in.) M name is Tonya Garnett. |I'mfromArctic
Village. M parents are Lillian and Jerry Garnett. M
grandparents were the late Ezias and Martha Janes. |'m

the great granddaughter of the |ate Reverend Al bert E.
Tritt and Sarah Gho.

And |'mthe executive director for the Native Village
of Venetie Tribal Governnent. And first of all, Guvch'in
peopl e are united against any type of devel opment in the
bi rthing grounds of the Porcupine caribou herd. No
conprom se. | understand fromyour presentation the
information you are seeking, but we are still going to
tell you why we are against the oil devel opment.

You are going to hear people speak today, and some of
them m ght seemlike they are yelling and mad. 1It's the
passi on because they are feeling threatened. There is an
injustice here. The injustice is that we are getting --
we are getting hit fast and hard with a process that's
foreign to us. And we are expected to tell you guys in a
few mnutes -- what is our time limt on here, supposedly?

MR JOE BALASH. None.
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MS. TONYA GARNETT: No time limt? Well,
we are supposed to tell you guys in a few mnutes all the
information we have about the Porcupine caribou herd, our
way of life and how we are going to be inpacted, and
that's not possible. W have until June 19th to give you
guys our conments and to educate you guys. That's not
possible. W need nore time. This is an injustice to our
peopl e.

Qur peopl e have been living here since tine
inmmenorial. W can go back generations and generations
and generations. This is where our people lived. W come
fromholy people. W cone fromGaich'in people. W come
fromthe land. W speak for caribou because the caribou
can't speak for thenselves. W speak for themin a way
that they cannot speak. Their way of life is threatened,
their birthing grounds. And we have lived with them since
time imrenorial. Any type of devel opnent in their
birthing grounds is going to have devastating inpacts on
the Porcupi ne caribou herd, which will directly have
devastating inpacts on Gamch'in people all over A aska and
Canada. We trade with other villages. W don't get
salmon.  And we get caribou, so we trade with them So
every village, Guvch'in village, it wll have a direct
i npact on them Negative, negative inpacts.

VWien we | ook around this roomhere, what | see, | see
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tribal leaders that give their life volunteering to |ead
their people to protect their way of life, and we are
constantly having to fight our own federal governnent to
try to continue to live the way our people have lived for
t housands and thousands of years. That's an injustice.
V¢ have that basic human right. You | ook around this
room | see kids. | see kids.

Qur connection to the caribou is strong. Last summer
we had a culture canp. This mountain up here, Dachanlee
we had a culture canp at the bottomof the tinberline, and
we had about 100 people up there on that canp. And just
to show our connection to the caribou, we all got up
there, we were all setting canp, we were starting to eat
di nner, and one bull caribou went to the top of the
mountain to invite us and bless us and show us that we are
doing a good thing. W have a strong connection.

And you | ook around this room you see the kids. |
seen those kids. They are at the culture canp. They know
the inportance of the caribou. This is their life. This
isn't sonmething that they are they are just learning in
school, a class. They are not just |earning Al aska
history in class. This is in action every day. They
learn how to hunt. They learn howto fish. They learn
the inportance, the respect -- to respect the land, to
people, to our culture, to our |anguage.
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| 1ook around this room | see nons. | see nothers
that raise these kids. And | see nothers that raise their
children, and they are happy when they bring the caribou

meat hone. | see hunters, nmany hunters in this room And
what really gets ne passionate about this is those hunters
because | see it. | see it when they talk. Some of them

they are afraid to talk in the mc. They are afraid to --
public speaking. But -- but so they tell us and they tel
us the inportance, and they are passionate about it.

And so | want everybody in here to know that when you
come up here, just tell themthe truth. Speak. Speak
fromyour heart. This is our way of life that they are --
that proposal wll have direct inpacts on us, our
l'ivelihood, our history. And when we nake decisions and
when we talk, we bring the prayers of our ancestors; the
hard fight, the hard life they lived, we bring that with
us, and we think about the future. Not only ny
ni ne-year-old son, but maybe his kids and their kids and
their kids, people | will never neet. That's how --
that's our train of thought when we are making these
deci sions and when we speak. It's not a gane to any of
us. None of this is a gane.

And so when you guys cone up here, just speak from
your heart and just tell them Tell them about your
lifestyle. Tell them about when you go out there hunting.
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V& grew up hunting, going up there on the nountain and
waiting for the caribou, bringing it in, drying it,
smoking it. W learn the dances. The |ate grandpa
Reverend Isaac Tritt, Sr. taught us the dances and songs.
Everything revol ves around caribou. W hand skin with
G andma Margaret Tritt. And this is inportant. |It's
every -- every aspect of our life.

So | just want everybody, don't be afraid. Just cone
up here and speak to them Tell them about your life.
Tell them about how you | earned and why it's inmportant to
protect -- protect us, protect the caribou and protect the
| and. Mahsi'.

MS. BERTHA ROSS: Hello. M nane is

Bertha Ross, and I"'mfromArctic Village. And | used to
be a community health aide here for about 30 years. And
what | learned that the kids | ove caribou neat, and they
won't eat no beef nmeat. 1'Il tell you the truth. They
won't eat no beef meat. Even if you buy hamburger for
them they won't eat the hamburger. They'll eat the
fries, but just set it aside. But they will eat caribou.
But you know, we are all healthy, really healthy. W are
not sick. W are all healthy because we eat caribou. And
| don't see anybody that's sick, seriously, all these
years that | work as a health aide because our iron is
high, protein is high and everything. And we are all
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active.

Even nyself, | went out and hunt. | shot caribou. |
went out with Albert. | went out with himand I trap with
him Wen | see caribou, ny heart just holds -- | nean, |
want those caribou to be around here many years nore for
my grandchildren so they can learn, too. | don't want --
| don't want -- | don't want ny kids to feel |ike Lower
48. They have to buy buffalo to buy Native food for
thenselves. | don't want to buy caribou on the farm No
way. |'d rather hunt for it. |1'd rather teach ny kids.
|"d rather teach ny grandchildren.

| sew. | sew caribou skin. | nake a lot of stuff
withit. | make livingwthit. | put food on the table.
That's what we do, all of us. And why are they disturbing
our caribou? That's our life. | grewup withit. They
grewup withit. That's all we know. W learn. W go
out in the world. | cane back to it. Sone of us went out
in the world, and they came back. They'd rather stay
here. And one of you should try it. Try stay here one
year with us and maybe you will change your m nd.

Thank you.

MR. JAMES JOHN: Don't be afraid to talk.
Stand in line if you would like to talk.

M5. MARIE WLLOYA: Hello. (Speaking in
Gmch'in.) M name is Marie John-WIloya, and I'mso
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happy that nmy brother spoke out. W have been waiting for
this to speak out for our caribou. ['m58 years old now,
and ny parents are Abraham John, Sr. and Dorothy John, and
they -- Martha Tritt and Ezias Tritt. She's the daughter
of Reverend Tritt, A bert Tritt, Sr. -- Abert Tritt. And
my grandpa came fromBirch Creek village. It's down on
the Yukon River. And we live here, and they taught us.
And | always speak ny language. | never really use or
hardly speak English because they taught ne in my | anguage
inlife.

Sonetimes | think about people, how our kids is going
to go by. They ask us, and we have no answer for them
because they |ove the world out there. It's good |ife out
there. They like to fish. They like to hunt. They |ike
the fresh air, clean water, walk the clean ground. And
sanme thing with the caribou. They migrate. They mgrate.

They got like a rope on their trail. They are like five
fingers going through. | bet you guys never seen that.

If you guys see that, you guys going to have tears in your
eyes.

| f you have kids, they got little calves and they
take care of their calves to feeding ground. And when
they got a wolf comng after them just |ike we got wolves
comng after us, but we take care of the wolf. They
mgrate, too.
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But our people been struggling for alnost since --
what, when | heard it's 1969. Yes. You guys going to
have a problemw th 1002. Wat was 1002, we sai d? Wat
was 1002? What you are living on. \Wat are you doi ng?
Wio are you? That's what our parents taught us in
| anguage, in life, in our own | anguage. Never use English
because they know we could listen. Never got hit, never
got spanking because we listen. And that's how we felt to
be proud, and we are still proud, and we are brave

And if you guys going to do all this, we are asking
you, do the right thing. Listen to the Gach'in people.
Listen to other kids. Your kids mght be sitting here to
our grandkids years and years fromnow. |'ll bet onit.
One of you, your kids going to be sitting down eating
cari bou neat, will be happy, dancing with a good sli pper,
having a good vest, good parka, everything you made out of
caribou. And all the bulls is our tools to use a caribou
stick. You can't use no other tools with that. Only
caribou can you use the tools to make a skin. Yes, use
your leg, use this leg, break it apart. That's our tools
to use to scrape a skin. | don't know if you knew that,
either. That's why it's so -- so -- so sacred for us to
keep it, to have, to take care of like they take care of
us.

VWhat if the nmoose are gone; what they going to eat?

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 36

Wiat we going to give themto eat? Wat if they don't
have no water to go? Yes, they are going to come into the
vill age because we got trees around us. |[If they don't see
that, if they don't have that, there will be nothing. But
I"mtalking for ny future, for kids, and they are the ones
that will be sitting there talking to you guys again over
and over, like we did. NowI'm58. That's |like 48 years
standing here waiting. And I'mstill standing, nmake ny
pole stand with ne as the caribou, what ny brothers and ny
grandparents and ny uncles and ny aunties are fighting
for. There are a lot of themin Fort Yukon down the Yukon
River. There's a whole famly of Al askans, state of

Al aska. There's a whole Gumch'in Nation.

Like | say, we have two rivers, down Tanana River
That's true. M grandma is fromdown that river. Yes.
They fight for us because you guys fought for fishing.

Wiat is wong with the caribou? | want the question
asked. \Wat do you have that you don't want t hat

caribou -- caribou to be calving ground up there. Make
protection for them Protect them They broke the trail.
Wiere el se they going to go? How far do we have to go out
to get our food? You see any roads going out down to the
city? No. You fly up. You see how far we come. They
make rafts fromupriver to cone down to nake a house with
their own bare hands. And I'mtelling you this. This is
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caribou life. They travel. Thank you

MS. LILLIAN JOHN. I'mLillian John, and
|"'m 16 years old. | never thought this would happen. |
mean, | thought it would happen soon, but not that soon.
This early spring | saw ny first caribou up close, and ny
friend [inaudible]. W didn't shoot the caribou. W just
stared at them wanting to get close to them But we
didn"t. The adults and elders told us that someday we'l|

be one of the council menbers and |eaders, and I'Il| be
happy to do it and proud, nostly, because | want to fight
for ny caribou. | want to support -- | want to do what
they are doing right now Helping. | don't get why you
guys don't get that. Please don't drill. W don't need
this.

| love the caribou. | cook and I cut caribou neat
mostly during the winter. | love it so nmuch. Today this
morning | was really enotional because | didn't know what
to say, but | always had it in ny head. | wanted to speak
up yesterday, but | didn't. But I'mdoing it right now,
and |'mnot scared. |'mnot shy. And I know I' myoung,
but | don't need this right now Just you guys know once
again, | am16 years old. | don't need this right now.

W all don't need this right now. Thank you. Mahsi'.
MS. SARAH JAMES: When | first testified
in Washington, D.C. back in 1988, | laid down the exanple
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of how we use caribou in a hearing place in front of al

the senator and representatives, whoever was there. And |
had to carry that over there and had to carry them back
That's how nuch it neant to ne at that time. Sonme of them
are used one, old one, new one, and | show them al

around. | laid themout.

M/ name is Sarah James. And I'mfromArctic Village,
Alaska. | grewup off the land. | don't even know how to
speak English when | was -- in 1950 | can renmenmber unti
then. And when | was 13 years old, | still don't
understand English. Wien | first went to boarding school
there was a lot of waste and a |ot of greed, and | still |
don't understand that.

This is a map nmade by the Guich'in here. And this is
the area -- they didn't even show us where this is at,

just -- just this map, where it is in A aska. You see
where the red is? That's this map there. That's the
calving ground. It's not -- it's -- it's (Speaking in
Gm ch'in) sacred place where the life begin. And that's
the 1002, the red one. And on this map -- I'mgoing to
hand it in to them |'mgoing to hand this back to them

so they can put that little map on it and so everybody
woul d know where the 1002 is at.

And then this is a map we designed. | hel ped design
this map. There is only one new thing on this map is that
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one line where the -- where the nountain is at. There is
a very limted coastal plain right here. It's a very
smal | coastal plain right here. And there is a nountain
here [indicating]. But if you look at the Prudhoe Bay
where all the darkness and all the redness is at, that's
devel opment. And that's a huge, huge coastal plain. And
Arctic Central herd used to be calving there at Prudhoe
Bay. They could nove, and which they did. They noved
somewhere el se to calve. And they said, oh, those caribou
| ove to rub against pipeline, which is true. They like
the pipeline, which is true because in the springtime when
they are in that area giving birth, at the sane tine they
losing their old hair. They are getting new hair, and
they get very itchy, so they rub against the pipeline

And the pipeline, to protect the pipeline, they grow
grass, clear cut around the pipeline to protect the
pipeline. And they like that grass, nice green grass to
feed. So that's why.

And then many workers says that oil is not being
reported, waste spill. \Wen there is ice road there is
always spill. And if there is ever oil spill in the
coastal plain, there is no technology in the world wll
clean it up. And then, you know, dig under the ground, it
can only go five mles, so that won't do themany good.

So don't be convinced. Don't be fool ed when you hear
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all these good stuff fromthese very bright, educated
peopl e.

Back in bow and arrow day, we have respect. This is
the bow and arrow day location for Gmch'in people where
the caribou travel, and that's where all the village was
coloni zed into village because our parents got forced to
build a village and put it where we can survive. Arctic
Village was one place that they put Arctic Village here
because the treeline was here [indicating]. And now the
treeline is all the way to Brooks Range. And that's due
to more climate change, which is caused by fossil fuel
burning. And that's been proved. But Trump is -- don't
believe that. Don't believe the scientists.

So back in bow and arrow day, we have heal thy people.
W are strong, healthy and well-organized. People don't
die fromdisease or anything |ike that. Mst of the time
peopl e die because of old age to the point where they
carry themaround. And that's how heal thy our people was.
Everything was heal thy. They couldn't even -- here right
now springtine, sun is comng back up. |In those days,
they said it's so noisy that people have to yell at each
other. It's so noisy that state bird, what you call it,
ptarm gan, Al aska state ptarm gan was the nost annoying
one. It was like this: (making sounds.) |If you hear
that, over and over, it will be annoying, they said.
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So that's howit was. That's how we were. And we
were very good with our neighbor. They were good with us.
Wien they going to come, they don't hide their canpfire.
Ch, we see the canpfire. Somebody is comng in. Wen
they get here fromTlingit, Koyukon, Inupiat, Cree, all of
them that's how they come in, with respect. And we throw
a party for them W trade and barter. But if they come
wal ki ng and sneaking in, hiding their snoke, then we push
them back. Sane thing for us going over there. That's
how much respect we have for each other. And we shoul d
keep that.

Wien we say that this is tribal land, this is our
meeting and, you know, announce yourself, you know. Cone
in and let us know you are comng in because this is our
land. This is where we live. This is where -- where our
ancestors way back frombow and arrow live. Like many
peopl e are saying, going to say that we -- they're going
to talk about birds and ducks. They're going to talk
about fish. They're going to talk caribou. (Speaking in
Gm ch'in.) Sacred place where the life begin

Ve sing a song Reverend Isaac Tritt, Sr. showed us
and taught us. 1'd like to sing one of thembefore |
finish. Yeah. Before |l finish. So | get to sing, and
they can't cut me off.

And ny nane -- ny nane is Sarah Janes, and a really
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proud morment today, |ast two days, because | got ny --
they gave -- ny people gave ne the (GuMch'in) credential.
It means |'mone of the spokesperson for Gmch'in Nation,
for Arctic Village, Venetie and the whole Indian
reservation. Qur Native Village of Venetie Tribal
Covernnent is 1.8 mllion acres, and there is no

devel opment on it. Qur caribou use it. W keep it clean
V¢ wel come people into our land and treat themvery good
and they | eave happy.

So | want to sing one song about raven. Raven was
put on this earth to keep the earth clean. Al the
animal s got a special purpose to be here by the Creator.
And we respect them and we are supposed to speak for them
because he did pick them-- they know their role. They
know what to do. And that's why -- that's how God put
them |If we keep everything the way that God made things,
things will be okay. W wll have peace.

And so we honor Raven for keeping the earth clean
And what we do is we have -- sonebody shot a caribou
That's a story. And he had to take it hone to village or
to his canp or to -- back to where he -- so he had to pack
it. But he can't pack the whole caribou, so he left sone
behind. And of course, who is there? Raven, eating on
it, because that's what they do. And when he come back
they flew away because they are scared of human. Human is
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our -- we are eneny to the human -- | nean, we are the
eneny to animal or life. Life, what | mean is plant,
water, land and life.

Vel |, anyway, so when they all run away, the hunter
pi cked up the rest of his meat and went hone, and there
were some scraps there, sone scraps here and there. They
come rushing in. So that's the last part of their neal.
So they all rushed in trying to get a piece of whatever
left over, clean it up. Sonetimes there is a lot of them
So that's what we describe when we dance and we honor
raven.

(A song was perforned.)

Back in 1988 -- | talked about it yesterday and they
already heard it, but the part | didn't put in there, 1I'm
going to put it in there. Wen once we educate people
from 1988, that's what our elders told us to do. And they
chose four from Canada, four fromUS. to do that because
each tribal chief at that tinme, they were very busy with
their own tribal nenbers. They were. And so they said --
they introduced that same -- that resolution they are
going to renew. W renew it last -- 2016 here. W have
Gm ch'in gathering every two years. And it's been renewed
every year. It's called Nintsyaa. That means --
Niintsyaa is teammates. And we used that long tine ago
when we were in bow and arrow, and that's our -- for the
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runner. \ell, anyway, that related to Niintsyaa.

And then we -- you know. \Well, anyway, we had -- so
we had year 2016 gathering, so ny brother help -- Eddie
Janes hel ped build Hero Park down there. So right here we
have neeting, we are going to have a break. Anybody new
here to Arctic Village, new to Alaska? Could take a wal k
down there. It was a meeting [indiscernible]. You could
hear it fromthere. So take a |ook. On this w ndow we
have prayer day. W had eight bishops came up here. So
they build a sacred fire. W build a sacred fire when we
built it at year 2016 and so -- for the prayer day, and
there is sacred ashes down there. So if you guys want to
take sacred ashes hone you could and start your own sacred
fire.

So 1988 was a rebirth of our nation because our
border kept us apart for 150 years. And we got relatives
over there and sone of the relatives fromdown here, and
they were all crying and praying, singing and getting to
know their -- it was like a rebirth of the nation. And
they came into this conmunity and say, we are going to do
the Indian way. W are going to do it before they got
here. And so they carve the [indicernible] that way and
they gave a talking stick. And they say, only talk with
the tal king stick because this is our way and we are going
to make that decision our way.
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So they chose four fromU. S., four from Canada to go
forever and make that resolution work because it -- the
chief is the one that introduced a resolution. They said
this is really good what's going on, but nobody knows
about us. And they think they are Inupiat. They think we
are Eskino. They think that we are -- we don't exist.
There is only Eskimo and we live in igloo. And they don't
even know where Arctic Village is at. They don't even
know GuM ch"in. They don't even know the cari bou.

So they say we have to educate them And they said
once we say it's pretty country, there is lots of it, they
are going to start pouring. That's another threat.

That's another threat, traffic. And then they said okay.
VW got it. W want to do it in a good way. Educate them
which we did, and we did it very well. Now they know we
are Gmch'in, and the caribou, 1002, even, and Arctic
National Wldlife Refuge. | don't like to call it ANWR
because it doesn't seemvery inportant when it sounds
ANVR, so | say Arctic National WId Refuge or Arctic

Ref uge.

This has been introduced to the year 2016 Gaich'in
gathering two years ago. So this is our talking stick for
Gmch'in gathering. So we did well, very well. W nake a
| ot of friends because there is a |ot of good people. |
found out there is a lot of good people out there and,
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listen, bad people. There is many of themout there. W
still had to go get them And so we got them And we got
alot of friends. And there is many of people our visitor
here are here because they help us get friends. But we
speak for ourself as a tribal, as a human rights and that
we live here all the time. This is where -- we didn't
cone fromnowhere. W are not going anywhere. W are
here to stay. And | think we did pretty well. God put us
here to take care of this part of the world, and we did.
Ve did well.

They all say, where you cone fron? Were you cone
fron? Over the bridge? Under the bridge? No. God put
us here. Creator, Cod put us here. So back in 1950 they
threat the caribou then, too.

M grandpa is Albert E. Tritt; ny father Ezias Janes,
my nother, ny sister Nina Russell, nmy other sister Dorothy
John, all the way down they -- they cook the caribou. And
I"mthe last one in the famly. So it better be kept.

So -- and now it's threatened big tine by the Trunp
Adm ni stration and the Republican admnistration. And
they control our governnent.

And the rushing. And our life is -- have never been
rushed like that. W always live here and we are
(GmMch'in). Hunble. Hunble people. And we're also
Gm ch'in. That means peoples. | nean, people is good.
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Wth an S. And many -- many birds cone there. Many,

many -- 150 different species of bird. |'mworried about
that one little bird that lives there all year-round up
there. There is a hot spring up there, and that bird
lives in that hot spring. And once that oil get into that
tundra, it will seep into the tundra. It will get to that
little bird. So I'mworried about that.

There is one fromNorth Pole -- | nean, South Pole.
They fly from South Pole, Arctic tern. And that's pretty
far. So we worry about all those things, and we got story
on themjust like we had -- I'mjust saying the raven
story.

And we are not alone. W educate our people. W
educate the world. W are not alone. Now we got to tell
themthat we also have a government, which is Native
Village of Venetie Tribal CGovernment. W take care of the
caribou, and there is a ot of Guch'in government. Al
15 villages have governnent. And we already have requests
to join fromFort Yukon and two other villages. There are
some -- | got a letter that said they will join. So sone
down Lower 48, the plains Indians, they know what happened
to them W don't have to tell the story of them

Many things save us along the way. Boy, when the war
started, | thought, oh, we lost. But we didn't. There
was Gulf War. And then | thought -- | thought they going
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to -- they said they are going -- going to be up to
def ense depart nent.

Another thing, | really want to finish up because
there is many young people that want to talk. And one --
one tenth of Arctic coast we are talking about. Only one
tenth. And this is one tenth. The only thing that's
protected right nowis Arctic National WIldlife Refuge
right here in this little -- between the red and the
Canada border, that's Arctic National WIldlife Refuge.
And if we can protect this whole thing, we are going to
protect one-tenth of Arctic coast. And Prudhoe Bay is
already into this part of it, and they call that the
National Petroleum Reserve. That means it will get into
devel opment .

So we are only -- we are saving polar bear on this
end because polar bear is threatened big tine with the
climte change. COimte change is real. And that's the
only place the polar bear will be protected. And then we
got three species of bears in the refuge: Black bear,
grizzly bear and polar bear. Only place in the world. So
we need to protect.

| know that one-third of oil owned by U S. Things
just don't add up with ne. It just don't do one and one
istw. No. Tomeit's not because one -- one-third of
oil the United States own, they said. And even if we
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drill everything we got, we are not going to neet our
energy need the way we are using it. That don't add.

And then we -- where we are tal king about is w ndy
and breezy all the tine. That's where that vegetation
come out. And that's the only safe place and heal thy
pl ace and quiet place to have their calf. And that's why
they go up there. And if we do gas and oil devel opnent,
that's going to be gone. Al the predators up there in
the foothills raising their young. And caribou are on the
coastal plain and I think -- they can't go up in the
foothills. It's too cold and there are predators up
there. And if they do go up high, it's too cold and
there's no food. So it just don't add up. And there is
wind there all the time. That will take care of it. And
there is a wave comng in fromthe ocean. That wll take
care of it. That's alternative energy. And we need to go
alternative. Let's go alternative. And | got to go
alternative.

Thank you.

MS. JEWELS G LBERT: Hello. (Speaking in
Gumchin). I'mJewels Glbert and |'"'mfromhere in Arctic
Village. M parents are Cynthia Glbert and Bruce
Martins. And ny grandparents are Trinble and Mary
Glbert. I'mNeets'aii GMch' in fromVashraii K oo. W
are the caribou people since the beginning of time. CQur
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main diet is caribou. Wthout the caribou | don't think
we will survive. Not just us, other animals and birds,
too. The 1002 area is sacred because of the cal vings.

| think this is a real sensitive issue. The oi
conpani es, when they drill, they will destroy |and, water
air, and animals. Everything they are saying that they
wi |l not do to danage our 1002 area is not true. W know
because they have done the drilling all over the world.
This is the last frontier. |It's just going to be a
di saster waiting to happen. W don't want to live off of
oi | companies and their noney. W want to continue living
off of what we have. W will continue to thrive on what
we have, which is our traditions, our |ands, our ways of
life.

Ever since | was a little girl, nmy grandparents, they
al ways cook our traditional foods and they fed ne well,
telling stories. That's nost precious nenories |I'mvery
bl essed to have. | want to continue that in the future.
That's the blessing and joy | want to have for ny children
and ny grandchildren.

Caribou neat has been our daily food, and all | have
been hearing is nothing but bad things about oil conpanies
trying to take our land and culture. Fromthe bottom of
my heart, | don't think it's right. | cry about it and
go to nmy roomand pray about it. This is who we are, the
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| ands, animals and everything around us. |It's like our
other halves. [It's |ike you are destroying part of us.
That's what makes us feel drained when we hear about the
i ssue of the 1002 area.

For the past couple of nonths before school ended, |
worked with the little one, our next generation. |
expl ained to themabout -- | explained to themof who we
are, where we canme fromand why we are still here. They
shed tears of joy, not wanting to throw that away. They
are proud of who we are. W are proud of who we are.
They were scared to think that this oil conpany is nore
inportant than our way of life.

| f you want proof to know how | ong we have been here
and to know how | ong we have |ived off the caribou, there
are caribou fences surrounding our villages and throughout
our Gumch'in Nation. In dd Crow, Yukon, Canada
researchers found arrowheads and caribou bone tools nade
by our people over 25,000 years ago. That's our proof
that we lived on the caribou for thousands of years.

Thank you for your tine. Thank you

MR, CHRI STOPHER STRI CKLAND: Hello. |'m

Christopher Strickland. I'mfromArctic and Venetie. |
just wanted to say if you open up the 1002 of ANWR there
is a high chance that you are going to kill off the
animal s or change the route of the caribou and the birds.
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And us hunters like Jerrald and David and all the others,

we all live off the animals and we don't need to change
their route. | don't speak for just me, but the youth of
Arctic and Venetie. Thank you.

MR ISTAHWEHL: H. [I'mlsiah, and I'm
15. | didn't wite any speeches, but | guess I'll nake
one up right now But like all the other people say, we
do live off our -- off our land, but we don't get our food

fromthe store. That's just extra. W get food fromthe
| and, fromthe caribous.

And | don't know what else to say. But the thing
that's happening right now, | don't like it. |'mthinking
that it's going to ruin our culture, our life. And we
need to pass it on to the kids. Even ne, pass it on to
the next generation of life, but -- yeah. Thank you.

MR. | SIAH BOYLE: H . |'mlsiah Boyle.
["'mfromGircle and Venetie. And | wanted to say oil and
gas drilling and acconpanying air, water and noise
pol lution will turn the existence of water, life and
harm ess indi genous people that rely on ecosystens and our
subsi stence way of life.

MR JOE BALASH  Five-mnute break.

(A break was taken.)

M5. TONYA GARNETT: |s there any way we

can get the transcript so we can read it and give you guys
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edits or corrections?

MR JOE BALASH. W will answer you when
N col e cones back

MS. KAREN MOURI TSEN:  She knows.

MS. FAI TH GEMM LL- FREDSON: | just want to
say welcome to our visitors and even the newcomers today.
Vel cone to our comunity. M name is Faith

Genmi | | -Fredson. |'mNeets'aii Guch'in, Pit River and
Wntoo [ph]. | was raised here in Vashraii Koo. This is
my community. M nother is Fannie Genmill. Her father is

Abel Tritt. And her mom ny grandnother, was Hel en
Cochran, and ny great grandfather is Albert Tritt and
great grandmother, Sarah Tritt. |'mjust going to say ny
mom s side of ny lineage since | was raised here as
Neets'aii Gmch'in. And | was raised know ng our
Neets'aii Gmch'in culture, values and way of life.

VWien | was growing up in this comunity, even from
the tinme we were very young, every fall the caribou
m grates back here to this nountain over here called
Dachanlee. And we wait for themto come back fromthe
cal ving grounds. Qur people are waiting and wat ching.
Over there we can watch and see when they start com ng
And when they come, we have protocol, cultural protocol
The | eaders have to cone and pass. Once they pass, then
it's our time to go up to the nountain.
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W all go up to the nountain, and there is canpsites
all over that nountain that are set up. And fanmlies are
on the mountain and ready to start hunting caribou to
support ourselves for the winter. It's a very sacred
time, and it's a very inportant time for our people. It's
one of the most inportant times of our conmunity.

The Porcupine caribou herd is vital to our cultural
way of life. W use every part of the aninal to nmeet our
needs. In the past, even our homes were made from caribou
hides. But now we still use bones to make cultural tools,
and we still use the hides for many articles of clothing
cul tural clothing. Hunting initself is a cultura
practice. At the time when the herd is in our territory,
we practice many of our own spiritual beliefs that have
been taught to us and handed down generation to generation
fromour ancestors; thereby, we are spiritually bound to
the caribou, too.

W have a creation story. In our creation story it's
said that there was once a time when there was just
animals. And in our story, the aninmals had human
characteristics. They were |ike human beings. And then
there was a split between the aninmal nation and us where
we -- where human beings were created. |In our story it's
said that we cane fromthe caribou. Gwich' in came from
the caribou. And at that tine when that split happened,

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 55

the caribou and the Gamch'in made an agreement that from
that time on, the caribou would always retain a part of
the Guch'in heart, and the Guvch'in would always retain a
part of the caribou heart. So we are one and the same in
a spiritual way with the caribou.

And this is no different than the plains tribes and
the buffalo. And you know what happened when the buffalo
were Wi ped out. That's the same rel ationship our people
have with the caribou.

The herd al so represents an inportant facet of the
social fabric of our commnity. That time when we are on
the mountain to hunt, that's the time when many teachings
are taught to our young people. And there are certain
roles for people. Men have their roles. Wnen, we have
our roles. Men, they are the providers of the comunity.
They are our hunters. And some of themare taught from
the tine they are just small. They can't even hold a gun
yet, but they are taught. They are taught how to
respectfully take the animal, how to give proper respect
for what they take, to only take what we need to feed our
communities and to do it in a way that's respectful to the
| and and giving proper thanks. And we have all other --
many other teachings, but that's part of it.

For the wonmen, we take care of our hones, our
famlies. W are the backbone of our famlies, the wonen.
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And at that time we are in the canp and when they bring
the meat, we take care of it. W cut it up. W put aside
the parts that are only for elders to eat. There are sone
parts that young women are not supposed to eat. W teach
our young wonen that. And once we put aside those parts,
there is meat that's sent down to the comunity for
famlies that need it. And then whatever is left in the
canp, we cut it and we have drying racks and we dry and
snmoke our neat. And that's going to feed our famly al
winter. And at that time, a lot of teachings are being
taught fromthe nothers and the grandmothers to the young
wonen.

So the caribou is not just our food. |It's not just
our culture. It's a part -- it's a vital component of the
social fabric of our comunity. Al these teachings are
taught when we are out on the |and.

And then one of our young nen spoke yesterday tal king
about how we can't afford to |ive without the caribou.

You go to our store, look at the prices. You can't feed
your famly on that all year, unless you are a
mllionaire. And | don't see no mllionaires in here.

The caribou is essential to the econom c well-being of our
people. W have to have the caribou as our subsistence to
feed our famlies because we can't afford what's sent up
here fromoutside. W won't survive without it. In our
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little communities, we don't have |arge grocery stores.

And it's not just caribou. It's all the other
animals. W have to live our subsistence way of life to
survive here. The prices that are added on just because
of the cost of freight is too high for us to depend on
anything else. So a critical part of our food security is
at threat. How are you guys going to replace that? You
can't replace that.

And then -- and there are others that are going to
speak to that nmore, but | just wanted to paint a picture
of how our conmmunity, our people, the Gmvch'in Nation --
and we are a nation. There is 15 GaMch'in conmunities,
northeast Al aska, northwest Canada. And all our
conmunities are strategically located to accommodate the
Por cupi ne caribou herd. Half of our comunities are going
to be ignored in this process because they are in Canada.
That's not right. W are one people, one nation. And
then the other half are being ignored nowin this process.
They are Gmch'in. They are all inpacted just |ike us.
And they need to be part of scoping. And they need to be
part of the process. You can't shut out half of us; nore
than half, actually.

So the Porcupine caribou herd is critical to our
physical, cultural, spiritual, social and econom c needs.
And growing up in this comunity, our elders, they have
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always uplifted our way of life and taught our people to
have respect for the land and value the land. Money is
short-term It's not going to last, nor will it provide
for us forever. A job is short-term but a way of life is
forever. Qur land is forever. That's what our elders
taught us.

| remenber sitting in the neetings and the elders
tal king about this. They said, noney is not for us. CQur
land will always be here for us. And they always stress
for us to have respect, respect for the |and because it's
how we |ive

W are only sovereign if we are able to live and be
who we are. W are only sovereign if we govern ourselves
based upon our own val ues and teachings of our people. We
are only sovereign if the land that provides for us and
that we are entirely dependent upon is intact and
protected. W have a reciprocal relationship with the
| and since forever. The Creator gave us this place and
this herd, which is why we're here today speaking to you
Ve follow Creator's laws. It's in our blood, natural |aw

The western value and system the values and system
of the western ways have forgotten the original |aws of
Creator. And now we see the threats to humankind itself.
Tal k to any indi genous comunity anywhere around the
world. W have prophesies about this tine when humanki nd
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starts taking and taking and taking too much fromthe
earth and not allowing the earth to replenish itself.

And that's what we are doing with fossil fuels. And
now what's the result? Cinmate change. Catastrophic
climte change. And | know there is a |ot of deniers
about climte change and the cause of climate change
within the Trunp Adm nistration, but nost scientists --
all the top scientists around the world have stated that
the major human cause of emissions that are resulting in
gl obal warming is fossil fuels, the burning of fossil
fuels. It's a human cause. W are the ones creating this
situation. And | want to go on record saying that, to
chall enge the climate deniers because you can't deny it
anynore.

Look at all the hurricanes. Look at all of these
massive storns that are happening all around the world
right now. That's because of climte change. So human
bei ngs have caused this because we have taken and taken
and taken fromthe earth too fast and too nuch w thout
giving the earth tine to heal. And what is it for?
Profit.

And as | look at this process and | think about this
i ssue, you guys are asking ny people to sacrifice who we
are for profit. And that ain't right.

But | want to go back to climte change. Here in
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Al aska al one, some of the effects of climate change, we
see altered weather patterns. W can't predict the
weat her anynore. More severe storms, erosion of coasta
areas, greater precipitation, thaw ng permafrost. The
ground is literally melting beneath us. Melting sea ice
receding glaciers, increased spruce bark beetle, increased
and severe forest fires. The land is literally burning up
in the summertine where communities have to be energency
evacuated because of these fires. Declining fish
popul ations, mgratory habitat, destructions of key
subsi stence resources like the caribou, destruction of all
natural cycles of life. This is happening. This is real.

And it's happening in Al aska. W see it because we
live close to the land. Any changes to the land, we are
the first ones that see it. And we have been telling
Congress for over 40 years about climte change and why
they shouldn't drill in the Arctic National Wldlife
Refuge. W warned Congress about it.

But these inpacts of clinmate change are leading to
| oss of subsistence resources and our rights as indigenous
peopl es. Relocation of some conmunities -- sone
communities are actually on a waiting list right now
that -- these are coastal conmmunities, and they are going
to be forced to relocate because of clinmate change where
they are literally caving off into the ocean and no one
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wants to foot the bill. The State won't foot the bill.
The Feds won't foot the bill. The oil conpanies aren't
going to pay for it. That's what's happening. And it
ain't right where indigenous peoples are going to be
climate refugees in their own homeland. This is their
homel and, our honeland. This is our |and.

So governments around the world are tal king about
gl obal clinmate change, and the U.S. is not agreeing to
stop what we are doing. W are not playing fair with
gl obal governments by continuing our policy, business as
usual, drill it all. So around the world there is
actually going to be climate refugees that are going to
start comng to countries. And are we going to open the
doors to thenf

So climate change, to me, is one of the biggest

issues why it's not wise to drill the last five percent of
Al aska's only Arctic coast that's still protected. That's
what the Arctic refuge is. It's the last five percent

that's still protected. 95 percent is open to oil and gas

devel opnent. That doesn't nake sense. That's not wise to
just take everything.

There is a reason why people |ike ny people are in
this situation in Alaska. And | want to talk about it
because sone people don't understand about what happened
up here. There were laws that were put into place that
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i npact the rights of indigenous people, and to this day we
are still dealing with them And the one |aw that |
really want to talk about which creates this situation we
are in -- and it's one of our greatest challenges as

i ndi genous peoples -- and it's the Alaska Native O ains
Settlement Act.

The United States Congress unilaterally passed the
Al aska Native Clains Settlement Act in 1971, and the
reason was to legitimze U S. ownership and governance
over indigenous peoples, our |ands, and to access our
resources. Under ANCSA, for-profit Native corporations
were established, along with village corporations. And
those corporations are the ones that partner with these
conpani es when it comes to resource extraction in our
territories.

The sol e purpose of a corporation is profit at al
cost. A corporation does not |ook out for the health and
wel | -being of the people; whereas, a tribe, a tribe's
purpose is to | ook out for the health and well-being of
t he peopl e.

That act basically took the land fromthe rightful
owners, the tribes, and transferred it over to
corporations that they created under the act. And so up
there in the refuge, there is a corporation that's all for
devel opment because that's their bottomline. They are a
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business. Their purpose is profit. They have no ot her
purpose. So you are not going to hear about health. You
are not going to hear about the well-being of the people
fromthem because that's not part of their mandate. They
are just a business.

And | want to state that clearly because a | ot of
times in these processes when there is
gover nnent - t o- gover nment neetings, the governnent entities
try to meet with the corporation and say the corporation
Is the voice of the people. The corporation is not the
voice of the people. The corporation is just a business.
The tribes are the people. That's the true voice of the
people, and that's the only ones that governnent officials
shoul d be having governnent-to-governnent meetings with is
only the tribes. Nothing else. [|'ve seenit, and | want
to make sure that that doesn't happen in this process.

| want to talk a little bit about ANCSA a little bit
more. |t was also put into place to assimlate Native
peopl e away fromour own values and put us in to run these
corporations. So here we are, people that live on the
| and, that value the [and, that |love the |and, that take
care of the land. Al of a sudden this act was passed and
now that person has to run a business and succeed or they
coul d have been bought out or sold to another corporation
So those corporations had no choi ce because the |and al
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of a sudden becane their assets and they were forced into
a position of partnering with conpanies to develop their
assets.

But not our tribes. CQur tribes, especially here, we
own everything. W opted out. Arctic Village and Venetie
opted out of the Al aska Native Clains Settlenent Act
because we val ue the | and.

And another thing with ANCSA was -- it was put forth
to elimnate aboriginal title to our ancestra
territories, to access and exploit our resources,
assimlate A aska Natives, incorporate us into a western
val ue system but ultimately it was put into place to
di vide and conquer Al aska Native peopl e because throughout
this entire state, this fight is happening everywhere, al
over the state of Alaska. You have tribes that are
standing up to defend these places because they are
worried about the health and wel|-being of their people,
and you have Native corporations wanting to drill the same
place. And that is a divisive tactic that was put into
pl ace through ANCSA to divide and conquer Al aska Native
peopl es.

So when you hear there is division between Guvch'in
and Inupiat, that's the division. There is division
bet ween tribes and corporations, but | have a | ot of
I nupi at friends that are fromthere, and they don't want
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it devel oped. But their corporation has overpowered their
voice and is the one that's recogni zed and speaki ng out.
And |'ve heard that there is nearly half of the community
up there that has gone on record in a petition saying they
don't want to drill that place. So | hope they speak up

t onorrow when you all go up there because they are just
like us. They are worried about their own subsistence
resources, too.

The reason | wanted to talk about ANCSA is because |
wanted to make sure you understood why Al aska Natives are
inthis situation and that it's not by choice. W didn't
choose that, and we were not allowed to vote on it or have
a say at that time. And it's sonething that our people,

i ndi genous peoples in Alaska, are going to have to dea
with inthe future to try to correct a wong that was done
tous. It was an injustice that was done to Al aska Native
peopl es because we shoul d not even have to go through what
we are going through today. And that's why we are in this
situation.

And so what's happening throughout the state, there
is Native corporations, the State, these conpanies, they
target indigenous homel ands and see our lands as a way to
create profit for thenselves wthout thinking about our
peopl e and what we are going to lose. That's what's
happening all over the state. There is Inupiat that are

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 66

fighting for the ocean to protect their way of life.

There are Athabascans in southern Al aska fighting mnes to
protect their way of life. Even in our own -- in our own
territory we had to fight to keep oil conpanies out of the
southern refuge, and we are fighting up here to protect
the cal ving grounds.

So there is all these fights happening all over the
state, just like how nmy people are standing up and
fighting. Tribes are standing up and fighting to protect
their lands from devel opment because devel opnent is going
to harmand violate our human rights. It's going to
violate our lands and territories, our health and
wel | -being at a tine when we are in climte crisis. It
doesn't nmake sense to ne that our people even have to
fight while globally everyone is in climate crisis.

On this issue there has been no free prior and
informed consent, |'msure, in this case. The United
States is a signatory to the declaration on the rights of
i ndi genous peoples. And this declaration gives indigenous
communities the rights to say no to any devel opnent that
threatens their people. And the U S. signed that.

So right now, as you nove forward with this, you hear
our people. W are saying no. You guys are in violation
as signatories to that, and you are violating the human
rights of the GuMch'in people. The U S. governnent is

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 67

also a signatory to the international treaty and agreenent
on the conservation of the Porcupine caribou herd, calving
and post-calving grounds. So as the Trunmp Administration
moves forward, the U S. is in violation of that
international treaty

VWien | think about these issues and | think about the
i ndi genous peoples in the state and how we are j ust
fighting so hard to protect our subsistence resources and
rights, and when | talk to elders and peopl e throughout
the state, what's the solution? There is a solution
There is an alternative. And it's totally applicable in
our comunities and throughout the state of Al aska and
applicable in the United States. W have the technol ogy
for good energy, clean energy that would protect the
health and wel | -being of the people. W don't even need
places like the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge. There is
ot her energy resources that would protect the rights of
communities that could be put in place instead. That's
what shoul d be done, not take the last five percent that's
still there.

| woul d recormend a noratoriumon all new exploration
for oil, gas and coal as a first step towards the full
phaseout of fossil fuels with a just transition to
sustai nabl e jobs, energy and environnent. And | want that
on record. Stop drilling places that are protected now.
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Put a moratoriumin place. That would protect our
communities fromclimte change and the inpacts that we
are already seeing. That would protect our people and
allow us to continue to be who we are as GuMch'in and live
our way of life as we always have.

I n discussion of the time line yesterday, the
departnent officials requested our people to tell you al

when it would not be harnful to drill in calving grounds.
There is no time it's not going to harmthe caribou. You
can't drill there at all. The tundra, if there is one

spill that's going to seep into the tundra and get |ocked
in, then when the snow nelts, that's what the caribou is
going to eat, and their young. There is no time that's
ever safe to drill in that calving grounds.

The U.S. Congress passed this tax bill on this issue
that's been debated for over 40 years. It is one of the
most contentious issues in Congress. And this tax bil
didn't allow any debate or nerit on the issue itself. And
with that happening, that shut out the American public and
rail roaded this through, and now you guys are trying to
rush this process on us. That's not |eadership.

If the U S. Congress wants to drill in the Arctic
National WIldlife Refuge, put the issue back on the table
and | et Congress debate the nerits of it because every
time they have debated the merits of the issue, it's
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al ways been voted down. Wat they have done is just rush
this process and pushed it on us. And in this hastiness,
m stakes are going to be nade, and that's going to cause
harm You need to slow down and you need to treat our
people right. You have the opportunity to do it right.

And | believe that there is a sleeping giant in the
United States, and they are going to rise up. People are
starting to awaken. And nore people are going to start
standi ng up behind our nation again. 70 percent of the
American public did not want drilling there.

So those are the things | have been thinking about,
listening in the meetings. In ny comments today | just
want to strongly support the requests of our triba
governnents, too, everything that they said yesterday.
They requested the scoping comment period be extended for
62 days. | support that. W want more scoping hearings
to be held in all the Grvch'in villages that will be
inpacted. That's the only proper way to go forward. W
request translation services, not just oral, but witten.
English is a second | anguage to our people.

And we had questions about the 810 review. W want
to make sure that you undertake the nost intensive and
conprehensi ve ANILCA Section 810 review ever conduct ed,

i ncluding eval uation notice hearings. You must also
include critical subsistence mgrating species besides
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caribou, such as waterfow and other species. And at a

m ni mum hearings should be held in all of our conmunities
for the 810 review, too. And then we al so request that
when you initiate the process on Section 106 of the NHPA,
we want -- in addition to our governnents, we request you
invite all Gmch'in governments, too, and comunities for
that process. Those were nost of the requests of our
conmuni ties yesterday.

And | thank you for allow ng the three that requested
to become cooperating agencies to be today. So | thank
you for that.

And finally, | just want to go on record and register
my objection to drilling or |easing the coastal plain of
the Arctic National WIdlife Refuge because |I'ma nother
and |'ma grandmother, and | want my kids to live the way
of life that we have always had. They have a right to
that. They have a right to clean air, clean water and
this land that provides for them That's why | object to
what's happening. Thank you.

M5. MYRA THUMMA: M nane is Myra Thuma.
| should say (Speaking in Gavch'in.) M name is Mra
Thumma. My grandparents are Donnie Roberts and N na
Roberts from Venetie on ny nother's side, and ny dad is
Noah Peter. He's from here.

And | was thinking about ny grandma. Gandma was a
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beautiful woman, a hard-working woman. She just don't sit
around. She's al ways cooking, providing, walking out in
the -- inthe willows, setting rabbit snares. She is
really a hard-working -- | nean, she sews, beads, provides
for the whole famlies. M nom ny auntie, they all got,
li ke, eight, nine kids, but she's always there. And this
is who | have for ny role nodel.

| also, nyself, is a hunter. | love to go out. |
probably shot, |ike, three noose because, you know, in
Venetie, you know, we had to go out into the mountain to
get caribou, but every time we hear there is a caribou in
Arctic Village, people back home are happy because we know
that we are going to get meat fromour relatives here.
And that's how we take care of each other. This is who we
are. And this is the only life | know because | was born

here, | was raised here, and I'mstill here. And that
will not be taken away fromne, with ny kids and ny
grandki ds.

And | also serve on the Native Village of Venetie,
and | not only speak for nyself, but | speak for ny
peopl e, too. Because we got oil and gas devel opnment
i npact, there will be a harnful inpact to the land, the
air, our subsistence way of life, also on our social and
cultural resource, especially for A aska Natives,
including the Gach'in.
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The other thing | want to talk about is the comunity
and public health. | used to work up north for, like
four years working in the clinic. As itinerary travel
fromvillage to village, | see a lot of health issues, the
heal th issues that we don't even have in our conmunity. |
see patients with respiration problem | see people with
mental health problemthat we don't have.

| asked that question to one of the elders up there.
She said before the oil conmpany came, we had a heal thy
life, but now | ook around. As far as you could see, it's
just all you could see is oil rigs everywhere. And she
said, this is what happened. M husband died of cancer
And ny kids, my grandkids have nental health problens.

And she said, all these are created when the oil company
cane.

And the other thing | was thinking about is that up
at that 1002 area where our -- the birthing -- where the
caribou mgrate to and where they give birth, you know,
there is probably a special food that's there that they go
to that attract them And what kind of plant is that
that's doing that? Is that the area where the drilling
will be at? |If that happens -- | mean, these plants has
to be studied. If that happens, the caribou wll
mgrate -- they will just be separate.

| nmean, this is a place that it's just sacred, a
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pl ace our caribou go to stay around giving birth. | mean,
that's a really -- | nean, I'mjust thinking about it and
| said, wow, | mean, we know as the Gmch'in we are not
even supposed to go up there. W are not even supposed to
disturb that area. And that's how we were brought up.

And that's how we knowit. | mean, | just -- | just
know -- | nean, it just gives me the -- ny heart just
breaks, you know, think about all these -- | mean, for --

for our lifeit's really inportant, that |I'mjust thankful
that we as the Gmch'in, we speak one voice. W stand
wi th each other.

And this is -- you know, no other -- | nean, if you
live in the city, there is nowhere that you could just go
into sonebody's house and they offer you food and stuff.
Here we all live together. W all know each other. |If
I"mhungry, I'll go down to Alan, and | just go in and
hel p nyself. W can't do that inthe city. So thisis a
bond that we have as Gaich'in. And that's what we are
fighting for.

And what w |l happen to the water and air that wll
inpact? And even when they build the roads and it will be
access to anybody that will cone in and go hunting, and
that will happen. And people will start coming in nore
and nore. And | nmean, all this stuff that you guys need
to think about because here in our community we live
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peacefully. | mean, it's quiet.

You guys are -- some of you are probably wondering,
man, these people are poor. No, we are not. W have our
land. We have our identity. W have our way of life
And we are happy. W are happy people. W are. W are

pushing our children to get educated. | have two
granddaughters, and | really show them | mean, to have
respect, and they are -- | nean, ny granddaughter, she

said, Grandma -- she went back to Anchorage with her mom
She said, Grandma, who is going to cook Native food for
me? And | said, well, | can cook |ike something every
week and send it down there. She said okay.

There are so many -- our tribal nenbers are saying
that we have a | ot of species, we have a |ot of wolves,
you know, waterfow and all that. Al those needs to be
studied. How are they going to be inpacted? And -- and |
just want to say that when we do -- when you guys do the
EI'S, you know, you really got to look at the health
inpact, how it wll inpact, affect our -- the people and
also the plants and aninals. Those are very inportant.

Vel |, thank you for your tinme.

MR DANNEL TRITT: M name is Daniel Tritt
fromArctic Village, and wel cone to Vashraii K oo. The
caribou neans a lot to all of us, as everybody has been
saying. And as you guys been saying, ny two little
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daughters that are wal king around, just recently I

cooked -- | cooked a caribou leg. They came up to e,
Daddy, Daddy, candy? | think if I bring themdown to the
store and | put that caribou head, or say | make fry neat,
they will probably pick that other than the candy. Yeah.
They always like it. W don't even give themjuice or --
just drink straight water. W put juice in front of them
They will probably take the water.

But ever since that first gathering in 1988, | was --
my youngest daughter right there, | was her age running
around |i ke what she's been doing. And she's only four.
Right now I'm33. And since | was nine years old, |
became a provider for many people. M grandfather, A an
Tritt, he's the one that bringing nme out since ny youngest
one there, she was two.

Ever since then | have been -- people have been
calling ne up fromeven down states asking ne for sone dry
meat. They try to pay ne nmoney, but the noney that they
will give me, it won't -- it won't -- | don't take it
because to provide -- it's out there. It's free. W just
got to go, have patience and get it. And for one box of
shells, it's like 28, 30 bucks. And you try and buy a
steak fromthe store down here or from anywhere el se, that
steak probably cost us as much as that box, box of shells.
It's only 20 rounds, but if you think about it, and 20
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rounds, you could probably get at |least ten caribou. O a
box of shotgun shells for waterfow , ducks, geese, you can
get, like, five, ten times nore than that one little
steak. And that steak is probably only made for one
person. And besides ne, | got a famly of six. So that
steak won't last too |ong.

One little box of macaroni and cheese or bag of rice
costs an armand a leg. But we try and make it stretch
and do what we can do. And it is very sacred. It's a
sacred place up there. It means a lot probably to
everybody, not only here, but everywhere else. There is a
| ot of people standing up speaking up for us. And it
means a | ot.

And like | was saying, there is people like ny
grandf at her, Abraham Jimmy John, all of them Darryl
he's cooking outside, they all taught ne since | was their
age. And nowit's up to nme to do -- teach the younger
ones as they were teaching ne, like their grandfathers
taught them

| don't only shoot caribou for the village. | shoot
caribou for people in Venetie or Fort Yukon and Fairbanks.
They try to pay nme, but no, 1'd rather get and send it,
pay the freight and everything. Sometimes it's tough.
Sonetimes it's easy. But |look, we are still here. W are
still getting the caribou. W are still fighting standing
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up. It's like that song Sarah sang earlier. | became a
| eader for traditional dancers since | was probably ten
years old. And ever since then, | just -- when she sang

it, it just make me proud and think it made me proud of
who | am where | cone from

Because if you | ook around, there is no other place
that's going to look like Arctic Village. W call it,
|ike, paradise. You go out in the wilderness, you go up
on the mountain, | don't know if you want to cone back
You will probably say | don't want to come back. | just
want to stay, come back in a couple days.

And just a couple months ago, | took my famly out.
You know what ny daughter said whenever she seen it?
Look, Moy, caribou. And ny other daughter, Jenny, |ook
candy, nmm

First time | took her out, it was not too |ong ago,
and there was caribou up here on the | akes up toward the
mountain, and that caribou was standing there. And ny
girlfriend was, like, be quiet. Don't move. Daddy is

going to shoot. | shot. Moy, caribou fall |ike candy?
Then there is nore comng. Mmy, |ook, all that candy.
Just -- they are the ones that | provide for and for

whoever else. |f | had the dry meat right now, | give it
to nmy daughters and they will give it to you and they wll
say here, candy. Eat numnum Yeah.
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| have been doing hunting since | was two. And yeah
| doit all since -- | got two boys, too, that one of them
just shot their first one |ast year. Look, Dad, | shot
him He's over there. Were? Right there. Yeah, every
time | bring themout or | -- sonebody el se shoot caribou
and | bring it by, who shot it, oh, Uncle Gerald or Bobba
Charlie or Gandpa Allo. Cn, Dad, | just want you to
shoot it.

But another one is the ducks. Go out every year.
Every spring we wait all year, all winter. And when they
come, they come, and then they go with -- we have fun. So
right now there is probably a couple guys out there. They
stay out there sonetinmes a couple weeks, at least, or
more. But | have been going out hunting pretty much al
my life. W used to go up -- go upriver, stay up there.
W go up there as soon as the ice go out. W stay up

there. W get what -- if we get caribou -- if we see
caribou we get them Miinly go for fish and ducks.
And we stay up there all sumer. It seems |ike one

or two guys conme back, get supplies. W will stay up
there. Come back probably a little bit before school
starts in August, first week of August. But we don't want
to go to -- say Mom Mm Dad, can you excuse us? W want
to go up to the mountain. We will go straight up there.
Change our clothes, get new socks and everything. W will
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canp out up there until freeze-up, which is the first
week, second week of Septenber. W come out and get the
ground squirrel, shoot sone caribou. W do what we can
while we can.

Even in the mddle of winter, get 40, 50 below, if
the freezers are enpty, nothing in the fridge, get
caribou, and that will supply us for at |east a couple
weeks. And whoever el se needs neat, tell themcome up
get a little piece, or | cook soup, nmake fry neat and
rice. Ch, boy, they are all up then.

But yeah, |'mpretty -- pretty nervous. Welconme to
Arctic Village. And you guys are always wel come. Cone
back. | could go out and show you howit's -- howto do
it or howwe -- how | have been taught. A couple weeks,
like last nonth | finally took out a -- these two people.

One of themwas from-- | think it was Witehorse, and the
ot her one was -- she was a wonman from Fl orida that takes
pictures for National Geographic. | took them out.

Real |y sure to see ny pictures on National Geographic.
But thank you for com ng and cone agai n whenever you
need to. Al right. Thank you
MS. DEBBIE TRITT-KENDI: (Speaking in
Guch'in.) Inny language | said | will start off with a
caribou song. As many as you guys heard, you guys heard
my grandfather's name, Reverend Albert Tritt. And his --
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and his kids. There is Martha James. Martha Tritt,
mai den nane. Isaac Tritt, Sr., ny father. He's ny
father, ny late father. And there is three other ones.
There is Abel Tritt, Paul Tritt, George Tritt. We all
cane fromour ancestors, our grandparents. And |
purposely wore this shirt that says Maggie Glbert and
Janmes G lbert, and they also are ny famly, ny
grandparents.

And as you see, ny people here, ny famly, they are
all ny brothers and sisters. W all canme fromthe same
generation. And we all live on caribou. W live on
whitefish. W live on trouts. W live off our land. W
don't go to the store. You buy steak, that's 15 bucks.
One time a hunter came up to me and he said, | don't want
to buy $15 steak. | want to buy $30 gun shells. [|'Il get
more caribou with that.

So here we are standing peacefully, respectfully. W
are all GmMch'ins and we are proud to be Guvch'ins. And
we speak from our heart because we respect our el ders.

So | will start off, and you guys can follow. And
this song, ny dad taught Sarah. And we started in
1975, "4, as | remenber. Half of the Gmch'in dancers are
| aying down there sleeping. They are very strong |ike we
are as we are standing here now So | wll start off with
the caribou song.
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(A song was perforned.)

MS. DEBBIE TRITT-KENDI: (Speaking in
Gmch'in.) In ny language | said my name i s Debbie
Tritt-Kendi, and | was born and raised in Arctic Village.
And ny Indian name is Treenahtsyaa. Happens to be with
the tears. And ny dad's nane is Reverend Isaac Tritt.
You guys heard his name. You guys heard Al bert Tritt's
name. M nonmis nane, Naom Tritt. Maiden nane, Naom
Peter.

And she died |ast year on May 23 with heart broken
because ny son did a wongful thing, commtted suicide.
That really hurt us. Every one of us got hurt. But as
you see, us here, we are happy for living off the |and
like this. W go down to buy gas, it's $10 a gallon. W
go to store to buy steak, it's 30 to $15.

And I'mmarried al most a year now to a Canadi an.
He's from Fort MPherson, and he's also Guvch'in. So ny
point to this is, as Guvch'in Nation, we are all one. W
are all in one. W go across the border, we have famly
over there. They come over here, we are their famly.

And as for these youth here, |ook at them beautiful
youth. Their next step is our side. They are going to be
beside us. They will be standing up there. They will be
fighting for what we are fighting for. And earlier | was
sitting outside, a smoke hit me, and | thought to nyself,
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gee, you know what? 1'd rather smell canpfire smoke
instead of an oil burning snoke that will kill ne.
Canpfire snoke will feed ne because we are cooking animals
off the land; rabbits, ground squirrels, caribou mainly.
As you heard of our caribou, we use caribou a lot. W
share it. They send us dry fish. W send themdry neat.
They send us whol e sal non, we send them a whol e cari bou.

And as for these elders, |I love them | love every
one of those el ders because you know why? Because they
got wisdom They tell the truth. They talk to us
sensibly. 1'm54 years old now And all this time -- |
go visit Gdeon once in a while. He talks to me. He
stops by me. He talks about this and that. And | stop by
Allo' s once in a while to have tea, because they share.
They love to share their words. They love to feed people.

One thing that really hurts ny heart is why do you
guys do this to us? W are tribes that live off
subsi stencely. W don't have no running water. W got to
buy $50 five-gallon gas, go out and get wood to keep us
warmduring the winter. W got to buy $20 two-gallon gas
for four-wheeler to drive around right now.

And when you drill oil up there, you know what's
going to happen? Inflation. Everything will go up. They
are going to start killing our caribou, nost likely start
selling it back to us. W are not used to that. W are
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used to go out there and just killing themand bringing
them back in and then just share

There is a lot of hurt people around here. A lot of
them | see them Young ones that don't even want to
speak up, but it's like us speaking up for them That's
what we keep in us is a strong heart. And we could be
cold-minded if we want to be. But again, we are Neets'ai
Gm ch'ins and we are kind, loving, caring, and we al
believe -- we believe in God. W pray.

| pray today that you hear every word that anybody,
every person said in here, that you wll extend the June
thing to maybe August. Like | said, if a white person
cone up to ne and talk to me, | wouldn't understand a word
they say because they are using their conplicated words.
But if an Athabascan -- Gmch'in Athabascan cone to me and
talk tone in GuMch'in, I'lIl answer right back because
know how to speak, read, wite and hear.

And these pictures on the wall, that's ny dad over
there. That's ny grandpa right there Al bert -- | nean,
Titus Peter. Very strongly people. And over there, that
picture, that's howwe lived a long tine ago. They didn't
have no roof over their head. They had tents. M nom
lived on this earth 91 years and told their stories with
us, and those stories were happy. She told us about these
fam|ies around here. They didn't grow up rich. They
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grew up poor because they didn't know nothing about noney.
W don't know nothing about noney in those days, but these

days it's just cash, noney. | don't really go for noney.
I"d rather pray and have faith, and God will provide
everyt hi ng.

So please, listen to these people here. W are
hurting. And we are all Guch'ins. Mbhsi'.

MR WLBUR JACK KENNEDY: That was ny
wife. M name is WIbur Jack Kennedy. |'mfrom
Shahnyuutii', Fort MPherson, Northwest Territories,
Canada. And we are the people of the headwaters. And
each day | get up in the norning, | first of all pray for
my kids and | pray for the elders and those little babi es.
And | pray for all of you because |I'mhere on your |and.
| know | cost one penny, but |I'man Anerican now since |
married into the Neets'aii. So that makes nme two penny.

And | lived with you guys for all these years. How
many years now | forgot. But | grew up with you guys, and
you kids are all grown up and el ders are gone. But elders
are here yet. And | could see themtal king about ten
years ago about what's going on, and it's still here and
it's still happening. And | pray each day that the |and
Is always there. And it's for the aninmals. And we are
just trespassers on your land. But | pray that fishis in
the water. And | see that nore airplanes in the sky than
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bi rds today.

| see caribou. | don't know. | don't understand
this part. [It's 216,000, but | seen it one tine that they
mngled with the 40-mle herd. | see it just black with
all kinds of animals around. | couldn't believe how bl ack
that area was. | think they mngle in wth the 40-mle

herd, maybe the Central herd, too, because aninal are
wi ser than us.

| mgrated with the geese in the springtime. | try
and beat the |eaves before they come out and then
mgrate back in the fall tine with the caribou to go hone
and go see ny people again. | mss hone sonetines, but
this is ny hone. This is where |'Il be. Were ny wifeis
"Il stay. And | respect the women of this land. |
respect them because they are strong people.

Look at the tribe. Look at the soul, beautiful and
so strong-hearted and so educated. About five years ago |
said that you have a lot of potential here. And | see the
chiefs. | see all you guys talk together. This is what
we need. This is how we are going to be strong. W are
going to cone together and stand together. And you chiefs
are there for that. And we are right behind you as
council, as menbers. I1'mso glad to be a menber. | think
|"'ma menber of every tribe because | have been through.

As a singer/songwiter | keep it to the point and

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 86

plain and sinple. | see and hear and | feel what you are
all are doing. And I'mgoing to fight for this as well.
And | have witten songs, too. It hasn't cone out yet,

but |'"mpretty well sure it's ready and it's powerful and
it's to the point, because we have got to really listen to
these el ders now. How many years, Sarah? How nmany years
of fight, how many years of heart, standing up to these
peopl e now.

And | want to say that why are you so rushed? Wy
are you so rushed in taking what's so val uable? Wy are
you so rushed with greed, you know? | want to speak by ny
heart. | speak and | have respect for the jobs out there
that it's going to create, but |I ask you once, you
evaluate this, this and that and that, but | ask you, put
atime |lapse camera on a pipeline, put a time |apse canera
on the land, on the birthing grounds. You will see it
nmove.

You will see that pipeline on stress. You go into a
pipeline, | bet you everything there is a lot of stress
there. How many years it's been there now. And | ask you
to assess that before you assess that other birthing
grounds and stuff for the birds and all that stuff because
time |apse really show notion, and there is things
happening out there. And it's going to happen.

There is sonething big that's going to happen one of
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these days. Maybe it's this that's happening now. And
pray that we stand strong and | ook after our children, our
el ders, because what's happeni ng here is happening over
there in Canada and it's fromthe same people, the

Gm ch'in Nation.

MW nother is fromdd Cow Yukon Territory right in
the mddle of the Yukon -- or the GaMch'in Nation. M dad
come fromthis side. | was asked by ny ol der sister to
check Tanana because | think he mght be in the old grave
site. And | seen Shyanahti's [ph] grave. And we call him
Shyanahti', and we have different dialects of this man.

He hel ped a | ot of people throughout the Gumich'in Nation,
and he fought for the animals. And it was a hard tine, |
tell you, because | hear a lot of stories. | grew up on
el ders, which | was so proud to. And today | listen to
these elders, and they tell ne there is no birds and there
is alot of erosion.

And what |I'mafraid of is we | ook at Prudhoe Bay. |If
you assess that damage there, you will probably see a | ot
of erosion. And where is that stuff going to seep to?
It's got nowhere else to go but to the ocean. Everything
goes to the ocean. Wiy we are protectors of the
headwaters is that we don't allow no placer mners, you
know, no fracking on our land in the Gvch'in Nation in
Canada because it's very dangerous, and we don't allow no
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fracking, no way, because it's in our headwaters.

And we can even thank the trees for giving us warnth.
Ve thank this whole thing for giving us life. There is
sonething out there that's going to happen, and you guys
are going to need us. And we wll be here for you. And
you are going to need our water. | know that much

And | ook around you, everybody. Everything in this
place is all plastic. You got plastic on you. You drink

plastic. | bet your water is full of plastic you are
drinking. And | advise you that plastic is not the
answer. And plastic is oil. That's where we get oil from

Is plastic. You need oil for a lot of things. You are
probably drinking oil right now.

So | advise you that you make assessment on your
danmage before you assess the land or animals or birds or,
you know, us as a human beings. You are human as well.
You have a heart. You have these feelings. | know you
feel us. | know you have respect. |It's all we are asking
is that respect. And that respect is inside you and
i nside your words. You are here. W respect you. Cone
back and come on the | and and see these people. See how
beautiful they live. Go up there. You will want to cone
back. M friend Keith Nitran, he's in the --

| tell you one thing. | wote a song one tine, it
was the caribou song. And | didn't -- | just wote it of
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my heart. And | was in the mountains and | was singing to
mysel f in the nountains when | had my gun and ny pack
sack. And we were going for caribou, and this song cane
to be. And | told the Porcupine managenent board in

Wi t ehorse, Canada to cone check this out. And in it was
they first started off with the dirty side, which is the
oil pollution of the dirty side of the song. And | wanted
toend it with a beautiful side, which is here, whichis
the children, elders. And there is no nore elders left.
It's going to be harder and harder and harder without the
el ders.

And that song, we took it down. M and Keith Nitran,
we took it down to the Lower 48 and | had a good trip down
there. W were going over the turnpike of New Jersey
going into New York where that bottle cap they call it. |
went there. And you had to pay | don't know how much to
get through there to go to New York. And com ng through
New Jersey | said, wow, |look at that. One of these days a
plane is going to hit that. And there was oil tanks.

Like for mles you could see oil barrels just for mles.
And for sure, sonething happened by those tw n towers.

And | swear there is something going to happen in
this world today the way it's going. People not trusting,
peopl e not |oving, people not having the heart and
respect. So | pray and hope that you can assess the
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danmage done.

We go through Canada, there is a -- there is so nuch
damage. It's called sand pits. They take the oil out of
the sand. And it's like Neil Young, he's a professional
witer as well. And he went through there and he said
it's like hell on earth. There is nothing alive. And all
that thing is seeping out and going into the MMirray
River, which goes into the great Slave, which goes into
the MacKenzie and it comes right up towards the ocean.

And it goes in -- we come out of the Peel River into the
MacKenzie and into the ocean. Everything goes into the
ocean. That's where you will find nmost of that plastic.
Plastic pollution is a very delicate situation, as well.

Sowiththis, 1'd like to add on nore coupl e of
hours. A ways have a heart and within you always |augh
and joke. But take this serious at this time. And feel
what G deon said there. Al the -- ten years ago this is
still happening. Since | was small, it's still happening.

And they are all gone. Like I say, Chief Johnny
Charlie was our great chief. Every tine he said, boys, go
for wood, and we are gone, no noney involved. W just do
it for the good of our heart. And we ask you, give it
sone time. Gve it some thought. Don't rush into things.

Li ke ny nother, ny grandnother and her nother before,
if there is sonething wong, |ike touch sonething, |ike
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this don't belong me, | don't touch it because it's very

val uable. And she said do things right or don't do it at
all. Do it right so that you don't have to come back and
do it again. Do things right and pray and give thanks to
what you do and all things will come in a good way and

wi |l cone back to you in heart and respect.

We are just asking you to respect and give a little
tinmeline and tell your president that we really need your
hel p. Tell your president if he has a heart, that we will
vote for himif he stops the drilling in ANVR That's al
we ask is respect and kindness. And | hope you have a
good stay here and enjoy yourself. And they are nice
people. They are really beautiful people.

And | thank you to be on your land. Thank you very
much. And you have a good day. And God bl ess you all.
And I'I1 be praying for you. Mhsi' Choo

Canada will be on your side, as well, too. So I'll
be going back to Canada and telling themwhat | see and
what | hear and what | know. So Mahsi'.

MS. TONYA GARNETT: | had a question
earlier, N cole, whether or not if we can see the
transcripts after they are ready to look for any m stakes.

M5. NI COLE HAYES: I'Il have to find out
and get back to you on that.

MS. TONYA GARNETT: Al right. And then
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just a few announcements. The Venetie charter, the people
that came in on the charter, it's going to be here at 4:00
p.m So if you are on that charter, you have to be ready
to go. And with that, sone of the people fromArctic
Village said we had two people from Venetie on the |ist
and they wanted to say sonething before they left, if
that's okay.

And then al so we have a couple other charters, and
one of themis the State folks will be [eaving soon. W
just wanted to thank you guys for comng and joining us.
Li eut enant CGovernor Byron Mallott and the other State
fol ks, the Dvision of Natural Resources and Fish and --
Fish & Gane, we are -- thank you for comng and |istening
in. W appreciate that you come here and listen. And
thank you for agreeing not to testify and just to be here
in service tous to listen. W appreciate that. W want
to ask -- respectfully ask for your support in supporting
us in this -- getting an extension of the scoping period
and al so nmore -- nore locations for hearings. As you can
see, we have a lot of other people that want to be heard
in other communities. Thank you.

MR. LANCE WH TWELL: 1'mgoing to sit down
before ny knees nake ne sit. M name is Lance Witwell.
I"mthe environnental director for the Native Village of
Venetie. | have been the environmental coordinator for
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about 20 years now, since 1998. W have had a | ot of
i ssues up here that we have worked on through the years.
V¢ have had our ups and downs with the federal government.

Wien | first got up in this country, there was some
ani nosity between the refuge staff and the tribe. Ever
since they created the refuge, it seemed |ike they were
trying to limt the tribe's access to cultural and
customary use areas on the refuge site. And there was
quite a bit of animpsity and very little cooperation
between the refuge and the tribe itself.

And for the last 20 years or so, we have tried to
build on our partnerships with themand the relationship
that we have with them because we have -- we have cone to
realize that we are both really trying to acconplish the
sanme goal because we are trying to protect the Iand and
the animals that cross and mgrate between the refuge and
tribal lands here.

And it's not only the caribou. The noose, bears,
sheep, everything mgrates back and forth between these
two borders. And | like to think, you know -- the refuge
staff woul d probably agree -- | like to think that we are
on a pretty good working relationship now because they are
trying to protect the caribou in the refuge and we try to
protect our land and take care of the environnental issues
on our land to make sure that we are protecting the
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caribou and mgratory animals, also.

And | think we are at a good place right nowwth a
working relationship with them and then all of a sudden
this | aw passes. And now here we are with the federal
governnent and the BLMtrying to undo this relationship
that we have built for the last 20 years. This whole
rel ationship that we have that was very difficult to build
was built on mutual trust. W trusted they would protect
themon the refuge. They trust that we woul d protect them
on our land. And now it seems with the stroke of a pen a
| ot of that trust could be mssing. | just wanted to
bring that up. Hopefully it doesn't continue to be that
way. It's very difficult for the refuge staff to
acconplish their mssion up there without the cooperation
of the tribe here because this is the airport they use.
This is the facilities that they use here to gain access
to their refuge up there.

But as you have heard from many of the speakers
today, the climate is changing. There is no doubt about
that. Things that are changing with the climte, of
course, we have nentioned the weather getting warner. It
rains in the wwinter. Wen it rains inthe winter, it
fornms a hard crust on the top of the snow. And as G deon
was saying, you could see -- if you are follow ng the
trails you will see the scarring on the caribous' |egs
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because they have to push through that hard crust of ice
that's on top of the snow.

And as the water, the rainwater goes down into the
snow to the ground layer and then refreezes as ice, the
caribou can't dig through the ice to get to their food.
And many of themstarve. There has been many natural
occurrences to where alnost half of the caribou herd has
died in one year, in one event. And it is stil
happeni ng.

Sonething | didn't hear nentioned in here, we heard
Wl bur talk some about the Canadi an side over there that
al so depend on these caribou, but the caribou in the |ast
few years have mgrated farther east than ever before
They have mgrated farther south than ever before. And
when they go to these new areas, they are going into
pl aces where there are road systens, and that gains easy
access to themon the Canadian side. And | believe the
|l ast report | read was between 40- and 70,000 caribou a
year are hunted on the Canadian side. In a herd of
200, 000, which 40,000, 50,000 of them being hunted each
year, that's hardly sustainable, you know.

And a big problemthat the Porcupine Caribou
Managenent Board has brought up is that the ease of access
to hunters on the Canadian side is leading to a | ot of
wanton waste. A lot of people go out and they see
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caribou, and they just start shooting. You know, you can
kill three or four caribou with one bullet when they are
all inabig herd. And a lot of themare just being |eft
to waste. So we have got that.

W have got the permafrost melting, Faith nentioned.
V¥ have got several areas even on this side of the river
and there is many nore on the other side of the river,
where the permafrost is melting and changing streamfl ows,
changi ng sedinentations in the streans. |It's affecting
the biodiversity in the waters. And | see in your maps
back here, the coastal plain has at |east seven ngjor
river tributaries that run right through there. And these
mount ai ns right here, the Brooks Range, this is the
Continental Divide. The Continental Divide means that
everything on that side of the mountains runs toward the
Arctic Ccean. Everything on this side of the Continental
Divide, these nountains, runs toward the Pacific Ccean and
to the Yukon River.

But these two river valleys that you see going up
right here, these go all the through the mountains and
t hey come back on the other side on the other side of the
Continental Divide. They are connected. And Arctic char
and Dol ly Vardens, they mgrate up here and they spawn in
the Chandal ar River right here. So whatever happens out
that way is going to directly affect the fish and the
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bi odi versity in our river, also.

The taiga, this kind of forest that you see right
here is called the taiga. And it's like the farthest
north timber, the farthest north trees. But that's not
bei ng the case anynore. There has been nore and nore
spruce trees, wllows, shrubs all nmoving north. They're
mgrating north as the climte changes. And you know,
caribou eat lichen. Here we call it caribou noss. It's
lichen, and it grows about one inch every hundred years.
And when you have shrubs and other kinds of trees that
start growing, it shades out that npss, and that noss
cannot grow. It wll not regrow once the caribou have
eaten it.

The sea level rising we heard sone people mention
It's not only the erosion problemthat it's causing al ong
the coast. The flooding that's been occurring on the
coastal plains on the lowlying areas, | believe this is
the third year in a row that Deadhorse has been flooding
The pipeline haul road has been shut down three tines
because the last three years it's been flooded out.
That's climte changing.

I nsects. W have been seeing a | ot of strange
insects, new insects that we have never seen before.
Especi al |y when the caribou go nore southerly, there have
been incidences of ticks, big, huge ticks that get
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infested on them and they can actually suck a caribou's
bl ood until they are dead. They suck all the blood out of
t hem

Pol ar bears. You have heard a few people talk about
the polar bears that are being threatened now. One of the
only stronghol ds that they have has been Kaktovi k because
they have got the whaling -- the remains fromtheir
whal i ng and what they call the bone pile up there. And
it's been reported that the polar bears are now cross
breeding back to the grizzlies. They are saying that they
originally evolved fromgrizzlies, and now they are
devol ving back into grizzlies. They have seen polar bears
up here on the nountains follow ng caribou. They have
seen polar bears in Fort Yukon 150 mles south of here.
And that's 500 mles fromany coast. There has been other
mammal s.  They are hunting other manmmal s out there, not
just the caribous. You know, there's all kinds of ground
squirrel s and noose and things |like that up there, too.

But the mgratory birds, I was kind of surprised that
it would even be offered for exploration up there. And we
have got a road project in Venetie, and by federal
regul ations, as we use federal funds, we are not allowed
to do any kind of work during the nonth of June because
that's when the mgratory birds are flying. W are not
even allowed to build a road or do any kind of excavations
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during the waterfow mgration tine.

There is a difference in vegetation between the
upl ands, the foothills on the other side of the Brooks
Range here and the coastal plain. The coastal plainis
rich in mnerals, salts because of the salt air, and it's
so windy that bushes and shrubs and trees and stuff can't
grow. So there is a specialized ecosystemthat grows
specific types of vegetation that the caribou nothers need
to eat after they give birth. It's high nutrition. It's
the highest nutrition area that they can find, and that is
one of the reasons why they give birth there. And you
can't find those in any other areas. |f you look at the
map, if you look at the elevations on the map, the coastal
plainis alowlying area. If you get off of that plain,
you go back into the foothills again, and it's a totally
different kind of vegetation.

And so any kind of exploration up thereis -- it's
going to affect the diversity of the ecosystemup there.
W have seen a | ot of outside hunting pressure comng here
lately, not only on the Canadian side. There has been
i nstances where Fairbanks area had a big forest fire so
the hunters couldn't fly out of there, and they brought
themall out here. They brought hunters out here to this
airport because it's a public airport. And they were
flying themto hunt caribou to the east of here. And they
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shot all the scouts. You heard G deon talk about the big
bulls, the big lead bulls with the big racks. That's
exactly what the hunters are looking for. And if you kill
the scouts, the herd will scatter. They won't come. They
will not follow.

One of the elders was telling nme one time that
cari bou have a scent gland in their foot, and as long as
they are going good, they are putting off a scent that
says it's fine, thisis the trail, followme. But if they
get spooked or if they get startled or sonething |ike
that, then it goes to an adrenaline type of a deal and
they put off a different snell and the rest of the herd
will not followthem It doesn't take nuch to change the
mgration of the caribou herd. It doesn't take very nuch
at all.

| really liked what a lot of the youth were saying
about growing up here and what they learn here. And |
really like what Faith Gemmi || said is that we -- we don't
just teach themto hunt. Wen they're out hunting, they
are learning life skills fromtheir dads, their uncles,
their grandpas. They are learning life skills out there.
And | really love Arctic Village because of that fact.

Al'l of my children have come up here, and when they
come here, they don't want to go back home. Many tines |
| eave themhere with their famly. Al of ny children
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went to school here at one tinme or another, and they |ove
it here because of the -- they have got a freedom here and
| earning these skills instead of |earning the technol ogy,
you know.

And | see children grow up here in Arctic Village who
don't even have fam |y here in Arctic Village. People
will take themin fromother villages. At-risk children
whether it's famly problens, youth problens, |ega
probl ens, those children cone here and they straighten out
and they grow up in a good way and they |earn and they
change. And then they coul d go back home when they are a
little older. And they go hone, and they are perfectly
normal kids with a better mndset than when they started
out. Soit's alot nmore than just hunting up here.

As W bur was saying also, you know, the coastal
plains and the Arctic refuge where it crosses over the
Canadi an border is the MacKenzie River Delta. And that
area is areally highly devel oped area and is getting nore
hi ghly devel oped. And so there really is no other Arctic
coastal area to where these caribou woul d be able to go,
you know. And as nmuch as we have studied, as much
traditional know edge as we have about the Porcupine
caribou herd, nobody knows what they will do. Nobody
knows what's going to happen if they go over that mountain
and there is an industrial conplex there. Nobody knows
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what they are going to do. They may join the other herds.
They may just scatter. They may just be absorbed into
other areas. They nmay never come back here.

These river valleys right here that cut through the
mount ai ns, the caribou come through here because they are
heavy. They are heavy with calves. They are pregnant. A
caribou calf is 40, 50 pounds. And that nother caribou is
maybe 150 pounds. Can you imagine that, trying to wal k
through three feet of snow over the nmountains? But these
river valleys, they go all the way through to the other
side. That's why they cone here. That's the easiest
route for themto go over to the Arctic refuge and the
coastal plain. There is no other way. The only other way
is for themto go 200 mles east and cut up right through
all the flats, the Porcupine River flats.

And | think the people here have shown you quite a
bit that it's a lot nmore than just subsistence food that
woul d be affected here. It's cultural, socioecononi cs.
And the hard part is that just nobody knows what they wll
do. And one of the elders told ne one day that there is
three things in this world that you can never predict. He
sai d you never can predict which way the wind is going to
bl ow. You can never predict which way the caribou is
going to mgrate. And you never know what a wonan is
t hi nki ng.
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MS. TONYA GARNETT: Before we take a
break, right before our five-mnute break, Ernest wll
speak just for five m nutes.

| just wanted to say, you know, |'mnot trying to be
di srespectful, but just to be mndful of tine because
their plane has been waiting at the airport. They don't
want to |leave. They want to hear everybody and everybody
has something to say. W have a list of people still.
But just be mndful of how |long your comments are. That
woul d be hel pful .

MR. ERNEST ERICK:  Thank you for being
here, all of you, federal governnent, State of Al aska
Fish & Wldlife, tribes. |1'mhappy we are all here today.
You know, Joe, Secretary of Interior, you know, a nunber
of times they left a scar on Alaska. And that scar is one
of the biggest oil spills there was at Val dez, you know.
And that's a big mstake they made, the federal
governnent, the State of Al aska, because they never did
talk to the tribe. So the other thing is that Fish &
Wldlife, you protect so much out there in the rivers, but
you are not protecting the tribal food. And we need to
continue doing this kind of stuff. It's your and ny
responsibility.

Once upon a tine this guy went up to the pipeline and
shot it. Over 200 to 400 gallons of crude oil wasted
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money being wasted. That's another scar that the federa
government and the State of Al aska made. And the
pro-devel opment and al so Shell Al aska. Those are the
scars that was made on Al aska because they didn't speak to
the tribe at the tine.

1968 when it took nine years for the federa
governnent and the State of Al aska to dip into the Prudhoe
Bay because the Inupiat Indian Eskinos didn't understand
what's happening up there under their roof, under their
floor. The roots of their land was taken fromthem
Today the Native Village of Barrow are trying to be heard
out there and to the world, and they are not being heard.
They need to listen to the tribe within the state of
Al aska. It's very inportant.

You left a scar for me because when Indian Country
cases cane along, you dunped me because | said that we
have 229, 000 recogni zed tribes within the state of Al aska.
That's Indian Country, Indian people, Eskino people,

At habascan, Haidas. They were all there.

Don't get nme wong. Ckay? Because national |evel
firefighters, oil conmpany, Doyon, they are all letting
their land burn for nothing because they have | aws,
prescribed land, unlimted areas, killing the wildlife off
for the last 40 years that we have been representing since
1988 and bhefore nenorial of time. Those people up there,
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the | eaders, the second in command -- Jimy Roberts, that
picture up there, that's ny grandfather. He lived off the
| and.

In 1910 a lot of his brothers, his forefather, his
father, they wal ked the land and left a footstep right on
that 1002 land. Those are the footsteps of these
descendent people here today. |'mvery tired with the
|l ast 30 years as a former chief back then naking those
ki nds of decisions over the tribe. It's not very good.
These 300 people that the federal government, Trunp
Admi nistration, 300 people -- we have 17,000 people that
lives, that mgrates inside A aska and Canadian. Somebody
made a border between our national Gmch'in |and.

Something is going on now today. So the nationa
| evel, the white people are making a little bit different
deci sion anong yourself. And coming up here, we have been
having history, docunents, science. W have our own
science in each village that -- Yukon Flats. Yukon Flats
is over 260,000 acres one way, acres of land. Inside of
there there is over 12 recogni zed community villages.
They are being affected today. National Congress American
I ndi ans need to wake up. The 500 | eaders need to wake up
today because we are being tricked again. Ever since
1980 -- '68 land claim

These are the things that affect us. They didn't --
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we were not part of the Land Clains Settlenent Act. W
went for the land, the subsurface title rights, fee sinple
title owned by the tribe. 1.8 mllion acres of land that
bel ongs to us, our descendants and the future generation.
The waters, the headwaters, the |lower waters, it all
belong to us. Wiat are you guys doing 300 peopl e that
Trump Administration trying to make a decision over ne?

| have learned for the last 30 years all docunent,
science, professional fromfederal governnent, State of
Al aska, you didn't listen to us yet. You are killing ny
birthplace of ny -- where I was born, that footstep ny
grandf ather gave me, that mark that's identified that it
belongs to me. It belongs to the tribe and it belongs to
the people, the descendents.

The indi genous people is very strong today because
one tine once upon a tine Hitler was comng. Al of us
were scared. But the Gmch'in people were not scared
because we made a song for him And it stop right there.
So if you are going to deal, already made a mark on Al aska
fromoil spill, fromnot giving us a direct scope of
progress that we need to make a little bit longer for the
tribe. You identify maybe six or seven tribes that's
going to testify and put a corment on a piece of paper. |
don't want that to happen.

As whole United States, the Native people within the
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state of Al aska and also the national |evel, we need to
hear our voice today. W need to wake up here. This
group of people that's discrimnate ne and ny 20
grandchildren that I work hard and trap and hunt and fish
and that all those species that live on the Arctic
National Wldlife Refuge is their food is up there.

Only thing that federal governnent and the State of
Al aska and the oil conpany are doing is creating bacteria
to us. W don't want that happen on our land, the triba
land. | have been seeing it. | tasteit. | look at it.
| see different faces. But ny grandnother lived to 100
years old and raised me up with 11 of us. W were little
white skin. We were a little bit three-quarter
At habascan.

V¢ have a choice on land. What kind of |eadership,
what kind of direction we are going to be |eading our
people. W scope it down. We recognize it back in 20, 30
years ago. You guys are bringing up the same fight, same
money making -- spending all that noney of governnent
funding, state funding to pay for a science -- one little
guy came in once upon a time with a bible kind of |ooking
to destroy us, but lucky we were believers.

W Dbelieve in Indian people. W believe in our way
of life. W believe inthe Creator. W pray for the
food, the water, the earth, the other races in our

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O NO Ol WDN -

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNREPLOO®O®MNOOTON™AWNERO ®©

Page 108

communi ty and throughout the whole nation. You guys
nearly [indiscernible] because the wilderness did that to
you. The earthquake is comng. The Hawaiian are having
trouble with their environnent today. What's going on
with Trunp Administration today, those 300 people trying
torule the world, trying to give the wong
decision-making to the tribe and all its little workers.

Sonething is going on big here today. There has got
to be a stop, final, no decision-making on that refuge
| and, the 1002 |and. That sacred ground is very inportant
for the living people in the world because | need that
food just like the animals and the species.

So Joe, and also the State, the state governor, they
need to wake up a little here today. Fromthis day till
the next four years fromnow, you go through the whole
shebang of who is protecting those areas, put it on a
pi ece of paper and do good things. Have a nore scope of
work and a better community and better know edge and
| eader shi p because that |eadership today is not working
for anybody. It's just that they are spending a dollar to
make a dol | ar.

United States and the state of Alaska is not poor.
Thi nk about the other opportunities out there that we
al ready | eave those scars on. Those opportunity -- we
need to dig that pipe up, clean up the land that you white
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peopl e out there that destroy that. | didn't do it. The
tribe didn't doit. Youdidit. Youcleanit up. You
bring up a percentage of opportunity, job to those
communities that needs it or to those cities.

Thank you.

M5. TONYA GARNETT: Five-mnute break.

(A break was taken.)

MR G DEON JAMES: | just want to read a
short statenment | wote. M nane is Gdeon James, Arctic
Village. Arctic Village and Venetie optioned out of ANCSA
and return the title of land to tribe, 1.38 mllion acres.
Throughout history, animals, ducks, fish utilize our |and
ever since tine imrenorial. Qur people see these
mgration patterns happening each year cycle and season to
season. Proposed area to be studied is the core area that
these animals begin new life, and geese, |ikew se.

Tri be have clean land, water and food for these
animal s and birds. Have |akes and streams for healthy
fish to spawn and return. Each year cycle season to
season they return.

So proposed oil and gas drilling will destroy the
birthing area for forever. And this should not happen at
all. OGmch in people will continue to say no. No. No.
Everyone in the hall, let me see show of hands that you
agree with me. (Hands raised.) Let's show of hand. W
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say no. No. No.

M5. JOYCE JOHN: CGood afternoon and
wel come to our tribal land and private land of our 180 --
1.1 mllion acres. And we do own the land. W own

everything. | like to say something about hunting and our
| and and our aninals and our people. (Speaking in
Guich'in.)

| said my nane is Joyce John. I'mfromArctic
Village. | raised up up here, and | -- ny parents are

| at e Abraham John, Sr. and Dorothy John. And ny
grandparents are Jinmy John, ny dad's side, and nmy nonis
side are Ezias Janes and Martha James. And ny great
grandparents are Reverend Albert Tritt, the one you guys
hearing all day. And we are all one famly. W all cane
fromone famly. W are all brothers, sisters. W are
all grandmas, grandpas.

In 1988 when they first got that gathering here, this
place, this hall was full, full with people, full wth our
elders. Qur elders' nanes are down there at the Hero Park
right now And we are going to put nore on there. [|'m
proud of those elders. | cry for them because they put
food on table. W walk for it. W hunt for it. W carry
it back. And we pass it to these -- our children, our
grandchildren. ['ma grandnmother now. ['ma single
parent. | raise up ny kids here, and ny kids are stil
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here. They are raising up their kids. W go out canping,
go upriver, go fishing. W get this and that to survive

Ve go on nountain. W don't drive up. W don't --
we don't -- we don't drive up on the four-wheeler in those
days. W got dog teans. W let the dogs carry stuff for
us. W got our backs. The Creator gave us all this to
take care of it. Gave us the legs to walk on, to sleep on
the land, to snell the plants, hear the birds, |ook at the
nice blue waters.

Qur |akes are clean. Qur rivers are clean. W --

we -- we breathe in nice clear air. W own all that. If
you guys open ANWR or open to drill, | think about ny
great-great-grandkids. | think of them \Wat are they

going to do? Were are they going to turn to? The store
Is not going to help them The noney is not going to help
them 1'mb50 -- 1'm54 years old. Every year of ny
lifetime | live up on the mountain with all these kids.
Ki ds even don't have parents that they go up and we teach
them W want to learn. W want to do it. W help them
W teach them W tell themevery little part. Wy are
we holding this? CQur grandparents taught us everything:
Qur | anguage, the ways of our life, the way we speak, the
way we stand.

Yeah, everybody said we are poor. No. W are rich
inside. W want you people to know where we came from
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W didn't cane fromthere fromyesterday. W were here

t housands and thousands of years. Look in the Tanana
side. They are crying over there. They want to be here
to survive. In 1988 we testified here, right here in this
building. A lot of our elders cried, crying because this
today, we are going to see it and we are here.

Pl ease take our words. Take it back down. Tell them
we say no. No drilling. Think about your guys'
grandkids. Maybe in the future your grandkids m ght cone
up and live among us. And they will be Indians. They
wi || conme back know ng how to be Indian. Honestly. W
got a lot of nonNative here. They come back. They live
anong us. They live like us. They work with us. They
tell us this and that. |1'mproud of them And since
1988, the elders wote a treaty. And | hope you guys
found that treaty and work on that.

Another one is -- is I'mworried about ny future.
["mnot worried about me. |'mworried about these young
kids. They will be elders. They will be elders. They
will be leaders. They will have nore generations to cone
which we won't see. And they will see these -- they wll
see all this. Look at the trees out there. 1988, those
trees weren't there. They were small. It grewup with
us. We livewithit. It give us nedicine. Sane thing
what caribou eats. It helps themlive healthy way of
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life.

Look at all of us. Every day we eat our food. W
don't get sick. W get nore power. W get nmore strength
to go on, to teach our kids what we know about our
ancestors.

| could say nore, but I'mworried about our
generation. And please go back and take what the people
said here on behalf of all the tribes. And please include
the Canadi an because that's where our most our relatives
are, like the nost -- sone of these people say in 1988
when they came over, they haven't seen their relatives
over 50 years. They cry. They sing. They dance. They
hol d each other, laugh. They tell each other their
chi l dhood stories. They renenber going traveling back and
forth.

And what would that -- |ike Debbie said, | sit by the
canpfire. | build fire outside. W all do. W cook
outside. That's what all -- we like to snell our snoke.
| bet you when you guys go hone, you guys going to
smell -- mss that smelling and smell of that caribou

meat .

This one lady cane up fromLower 48, |ive anmong us
and wanted to | earn our |anguage -- | nean, our ways of
life. She was here |ike two weeks, and that woman, she
put her jacket in her Ziploc bag, say I'mgoing to take
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this home and just snell, and every year on Christmas |'m
going to snell it, and I'Il renenber you people. Yeah.

There is a lot of people out there helping us to
open -- to hear our words. So please take it back and say
no, no, no. No, no, no. Gkay. Mhsi'.

MS. TONYA GARNETT: Al right. Just a
qui ck remnder, if everybody can shorten their coments so
that we just get your main points so we have a chance for
everyone to speak. Gandpa G deon said so.

MS. KAYLA NIKOLAI: M nane is Kayla
N kolai. I'mfromArctic Village. They shouldn't drill
because caribou neans a lot to us. One of you are going
to | ose something or someone in your |ife because | |ost
soneone inny life that I will mss till the day we neet
again. And | don't want to | ose the caribou because they
are inportant to us. So don't drill.

Thank you.

M5. TONYA GARNETT: Next there is David,
Jr., Wnston, Keely.

MS. KEELY O CONNELL: H . |'mKeely
O Connell. | ama teacher here, and | am absolutely
hunbl ed to be speaking after these amazing activists,
particularly ny own students, who |'mso proud of.

VWhat | wanted to say was that | have nothing to add
scientifically or sort of special social know edge or
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anything |ike that, but having |ived and worked in Arctic
Village and Venetie for the past four years, | can say
that | have | earned vast amounts of inportant stuff from
the kids that I work with and that their cultural values
of cooperation and forgiveness have sonething to teach
everybody in the world, especially white people and sort
of western culture and the dom nant culture in the United
States, and that harmng the environnent that this culture
and these people depend on woul d cost everyone that --
that opportunity to |earn.
So | absolutely stand with the Gumch'in people on

this matter.

M5. TONYA GARNETT: Al right. Has David,
Jr. or Wnston cone up yet? Jerrald? Jerrald John
Galen G lbert.

MR. GALEN G LBERT: H. M name is Galen

Glbert. | am30 years old and | lived in Arctic Village
all ny life. I'ma forner council menber and a former
chief of 2015. | ran for one year, and now | have a
famly. | have a big famly now. | have three girls, and

I"mjust a full-tine father now

And our -- again, like for the hundredth tine
probably for today, caribou is our nmain source of food.
And that ain't nolie. M cousin Daniel was up here
tal king about the caribou and his girls picking that over
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candy. That's -- that's 100 percent true with ny girls,
too, because caribou it's so unexplainable, I mean, in how
it's part of us. W have to have it every day and
including every season. M grandfather Trinmble G| bert
also said to ne and to my girls, always feed them
(Gmch'in word). That's Native food and -- because he
said | want themto be strong and | want themto eat just
Native food. So |'mholding that word and I'm standing by
that word till the day | die.

And al so you guys cone up here and |ive one year up
here, yeah, | think you guys would stand by with us. And
| just want to end this by saying you cone live with us
one year, yeah. You might like it. You mght not. But |
guarantee you w |l be Indianized

Thank you

MR WNSTON ERICK: M nane is Wnston
Erick. [1've just got a couple things to say about caribou
and people and the Neets'aii Gvch'in. ['moriginally
fromFort Yukon and Venetie. | have been here since 2013.
| participate in quite a bit of hunting and gathering
since | have been here over five years, and | got to know

the -- | got -- I"mnot down, but | nean, I'mgetting to
be a decent hunter and I'mtrying to respect, but I -- ny
time here hunting, | -- the respect between the Neets'ai

and caribou are pretty powerful. And | sawit two or

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 117

three tines, and it just opened ny eyes since | have been

up this way.

And | think, you know, |ike, why would you want to
destroy such a beautiful -- | think that's just a one tine
thing, too, so -- and that's all | want to say.

Thank you

MR JERRALD JOHN: H. M nane is
Jerrald, and I'mfromhere, this beautiful land. | grew
up here. | have been a hunter all ny life. And if you
coul d | ook out the window, | have traveled as far as you
can see. And | have hunted sheep. | have hunted noose.

| even made fish traps to capture fish. And you guys
heard it fromthe old. You guys heard it fromour youth.
And what they are going to do up there to ne personally is
not right.

And it's just not caribou that's being affected.
There is wildlife such as snow geese. And if you think
about it, snow geese travels all over the md US.
where -- all the way fromUtah, all the way from South
Dakota, North Dakota. There is geese that travel that
far. There is birds fromAntarctica that travel here up
there. There is birds that cone from Washington, D.C
There is birds fromTexas. There is birds from
Madagascar. There is birds from New Zeal and. Now, the
list goes on.
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| say that they should have a say in this too, these
other countries. These are their birds, too. And | --
like | said, | have been here all ny life. And | really
depend upon the cari bou.

And Joe, Steve, you guys seen the prices at our
store. | see you take a picture of our steak, you know.
Can you feed your famly constantly on -- maybe you can,
you know. Maybe with your salary cap, yeah. But can you?
You know, so guarantee you 100 percent if you were |iving
here, you woul d be hunting al ongside us to feed your
famlies. R ght? Think of your brother. Think of your
sister. Think of their -- think of your nieces, you know.

Me personally, | hunt for this whole comunity here
| have done it countless tinmes. And for instance, this
comng spring | harvest a lot of birds and | handed out
birds to every single elder in here. And I could harvest
at least tenin anight and I'Il give out nine, and I'I|
eat one nyself and just keep doing it over and over.

And right now we are like all other villages. W are
wai ting for the breakup of the rivers, which has happened
since you guys have been here. The river is breaking up.
Wien the river rises, that's when fish travels. And when
it lowers, that's when we try to harvest as nuch fish as
possible for winter. And our winters are long, dark and
cold. W are talking 60 bel ow weat her, 65.
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You know, there is guys in here that could testify to
it that we are spending $64 on five gallons just to dilute
it with two-cycle oil. Now, we spend $62 on gas. And as
you can see at every house here, we have chimmeys, right?
And a lot of us guys go out into the cold to harvest wood
to heat famlies.

And al ongside that, we go on long trips in these
mountains. We will go four or five nountains back just to
| ook for caribou at one point. And we will stay out there
a coupl e days and come back. Then we will try that way if
there is nothing. And a lot of times we see a |ot of
caribou comng up over this way.

And you could just see it in all the young guys.

Wien the caribou come, there is just this great
anticipation, and they head up there to the mountain. You
know, whatever reserves of noney they have, they spend it
on alittle bit of food to stay out there. The only way
to get it is to stay out there. And a lot of tines it is
so renote that you need -- you know, you have to be on
foot. You know, you can't get there with an ATV. You
will be on foot. You wll be packing your neat out. And
when you cone back to camp, you will see little kids and
el ders happy, you know. That's our hard work doing it for
them And that's just one day, you know. It's year-round
around here that we are constantly outside, constantly
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wal ki ng.

And like right now there no caribou, right? There is
nothing. W could all of us could go for a walk and see
nothing. They are all up there on the coastal plain
having their young. They are having their babies. And
right nowthere is a lot of waterfow heading up there
ri ght now.

And like | said, it's just wong, you know, going up
there. | have famlies and friends that actually worked
up there, you know, as you heard before. They said they
have no regard for the land up there. You know, | have a

- one of my younger friends that | hel ped grow up, he's
up there. | talk to him \Wiat you been up to up there?
Ch, | just been cleaning three weeks straight. Wat --
wel I, what are you cleaning? Trash. Al right. Thereis
trash up there. You know, there is, like, tota
disregard. | have famly and friends that are telling me
this.

And like | said, they've got to have people on site
making sure that they are doing sufficient right. And

it's not right that -- you know, like | said, if thereis
hydraulic fuel, hey, that's contam nation, right?
Like | said, it just -- I"'mreally worried about not

just the caribou, but the other species that we really
depend upon, you know, |ike waterfow right now For
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instance, as soon as this stuff is over, | got plans with
sone of ny friends here to go and head out. As soon as
this neeting is done, |I'mheading out to go harvest sone
birds, plain and sinple.

And yeah. That's all | got to say. | just hope you
guys neke the right decision, not just for me, but for all
United States so they could experience -- you know, when
they experience tens of thousands of caribou, you don't
want themto disappear, you know. There was mllions of
buffalo. Now there is less than 1,000. And think about
the white rhino. There is no nore white rhino.

You know, it's -- it's wong, you know. They got to
start -- we got to start protecting stuff. And this is
what we are doing right now. W are protecting our
caribou. You know, | don't know if any of you guys heard
of the white rhino, but there is none. Nothing. You
know, there is little babies in here that probably woul d

never -- like, what is a white rhino? | don't want a
little boy saying, oh, what was a caribou, you know
They used to -- they are still roamng this |and.

It's |ike down there on the grass plains, you know, there
used to be mllions of buffalo. Now you can't even see a
herd of 100. It's -- you know, it's kind of scary to me.
And | just don't want ny future generations to, you know,
not -- lose our caribou. You know, that's what we eat,
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you know. It's |ike you guys' noose that you harvest, you
know, you don't want that to disappear. You don't want
nothing to di sappear.

Just me telling you fromwhat | experience and seen
and heard, and that's all | got to say. Just nmake sure
you guys nmeke the right decision.

M5. TONYA GARNETT: (kay. So we have --
we still have probably about ten nore people on the list,
and we only have, like, 30 mnutes. So if we can keep
comments two to three mnutes. Not trying to be
di srespectful, but everybody wants to say sonet hing.

MR DAVID SMTH, JR: | knowit's been a
long day. | feel it nyself. But ny name is David Smth,
Jr. I'"msecond chief, Arctic Village

Along with the caribou mgration and the area that
they plan to drill, like Jerrald said, with waterfow
just as you guys get excited to see Christmas, New Year's,
Hal | oneen, if your kids get excited, we get excited when
the animal s come around. Wen the caribou cone, you wll
see nmore people up on the mountain than you will here at
the community hall

Just last week it was ny birthday, ny 21st birthday.
Instead of going to a bar, going out and doing sonet hing,
| was out there hunting. The present | got was what we
call hun'luck, was a bird that we hadn't seen yet and
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Jerrald shot it and presented it to me. That was ny
birthday gift. That's what | appreciate. | being out on
the land and | appreciate what nmy forefathers fought to
protect and what |'mgoing to fight to protect.

So as long as |'mstill up, I"'mnot going to stand
down for the caribou. They protect us. They provide for
us. And when they are in danger, we are going to protect
them W are going to provide for them They can't come
here. They can't go to court. They can't speak. So we
wi |l speak for them

Thank you

MR. CHARLIE SWANEY: I'Il try to nake this
as fast as | can. | have a fewthings to say, but they
tell me we are running out of tine. M name is Charlie
Swaney. |'ve lived here alnobst 30 years with ny wife
|"ve helped her raise a famly here. These past few
years, me and ny wife have been blessed with four precious
grandkids. Now w th the grandkids, that's what | have
been focusing on more than ever right now, trying to teach
them t he out doors.

|"ve lived out in the outdoors all my entire life.

50 years | have been out hunting caribou, skinning
caribou, cutting themup, bringing themhome, putting food
on the table. And I'mtrying to teach themthat. Not
just them but others. ['mhere for these kids. | speak
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for these kids. The ones that can't cone up here and talk

right now, |'mspeaking for them | speak for themwth
nmy heart.
Back in -- back in 2002 -- | nean '92, two elders

cane up to ne, and they sat down with ne at our house and
they asked ne if | could speak for them They told ne
that 1'mgood with -- with English | anguage, and |
understand a little bit better than -- how, you know,
expl ai ning how things are explained and then | sit down
and explain it to them But they asked me to talk for
them And that's when | started comng up on a m crophone
or in front of a canera and start talking. And over the
years |'ve |learned better ways of doing that.

|"ve taken a lot of people out: Smthsonian
magazine, Field & Stream NBC News. |'ve taken them al
out. 1've shown themour |ifestyle here. They have cone
up here because they hear the threat of oil devel opment in
the Arctic National Wldlife Refuge, and that's why they
came here. One thing that's different, though, is when
you see pictures of this place or you see it on video it's
way different than when you see it with your own eyes.

Back when Frank Murkowski was our senator, one tine
he got up on the Senate floor in front of all his
col | eagues and he held up a white piece of paper |ike
this, and he said, this is the Arctic National Wldlife
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Refuge. This is what he had in front of them Look out
there. That don't look like this. That's what he said in
front of all his colleagues right there on Senate fl oor
| remenmber that. |1'Il never forget that.

These peopl e here, they speak fromtheir heart. They
speak fromtheir mnd. They have -- for thousands and
t housands of years they have relied on the caribou that
cones through here so they could eat. Just recently we
seen thousands of caribou going by here, going by here for
one reason and one reason only: That's to get up to the
calving grounds up there. They are mgrating up there,
and that's where they are now.

And | wish it was possible that all of you could fly
up there and see all those caribou up there because it's a

site you will never forget. | had an opportunity to do
that one tine. There was 80,000 caribou there, and I
still seeit inny mnd. That's something you will never

forget. And that goes to show just how many caribou go
there for one reason. And that's not just them Al the
different species of birds. | mean, birds that come from
t housands and thousands of mles just to go up there to
have their young. That's -- that's how precious that
place is to these animals and to these birds.

| know -- | know for a fact if oil devel opnent took
place up there, they are going to go somewhere el se. And
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if they do go sonewhere else, we are not going to see them
cone through here anynore or when they cone back from
there, mgrating back through here. | know that's not
goi ng to happen anynore.

In the fall time, like a lady up here earlier said,
when they come back through here, they let the | eaders go
t hrough, and then after that people go up there to the
canps and neke canmp and -- but when the caribou show up
here, they finally start show ng up, you | ook at people's
attitudes here. Their attitude changed. The caribou are
here. They know they are going to eat good again. You
see it in everybody, even those kids. They know they are
going to eat good again. That's their lifestyle that's
been their lifestyle, and that's the way they want to keep
it. You know, nmoney -- noney isn't everything.

Ri ght here you go out in the woods somewhere, you get
stuck, all the noney in the world ain't going to help you.
But the caribou or the fish or the ducks or whatever that
go by, there's one thing that everybody has to do,
everybody. They have to eat. You can't eat noney.

That's why it's so inportant to us. That's why when

when we nmention about noney, noney isn't everything. You
know, it may | ook that they' re poor, really poor here and
all, but thisis arichlifestyle we live here. Healthy.

As Myra was saying, when she goes up to the other
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pl aces and they see all these health problens, we don't
have that here because there is no pollution here. You go
down to that river and the water or the |akes here, you
get a cup, you dip it out and you drink it. You can't go
to Fairbanks and do that at Chena River or you can't go to
Anchorage and do that at Campbell Creek. No way. But you
can still do that here, and that's what they continue to
want to do.

Now, one thing | don't really understand right nowis
| don't know why some Canadi an people couldn't come over
here and talk for you because they depend on this caribou
just as much as these people here do. | don't understand
why they are being left out. You know, they are -- the
Gm ch'in people, just like these people are here, and that
part | don't understand. Wy aren't they -- sone of them
that were able to be here so you could hear their words
about over there. You heard fromone of them here
earlier, but | don't think -- | don't think that's right
to just have it mainly in A aska because Canada is the
bi ggest part of their life over there, too. And | don't
think that's right.

But one last thing that -- one last thing that | wll
tell you. Everybody in here knows it. One last thing
"Il tell youis if the coastal plains up there, the
birthing grounds are left alone, one thing we do know is
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the caribou and all these different species of birds wll
continue to go back there to give birth to their young
where they take their first breath of fresh air, their
first step on earth, their first bite to eat, where they
learn to wal k, where they learn to run. Everything. A
that happens up there. And if it's left alone, that wll
continue. That's one thing we do know.

| thank you for com ng, and thank you for listing to
the fewwords that | had to say. Thank you.

MS. TONYA GARNETT: Edward.

MR. EDWARD SAM  Good afternoon. To the
panel, | w sh you woul d have a good heart and listen to
all these inportant speeches. From 1988 with different
panel s we have expressed the same view. So we are doing
sanme thing. | hope you are listening. There is so nuch
things to say and so nuch inportant things that have been
di scussed, fromthe elders fromthe past, elders that
passes, deceases.

M/ m nd never changed opposing oil devel opnent, and
it stands. And I'mwth all ny tribes and I'mglad you
are giving me this opportunity to speak to you. |'man
environnentalist. I1'ma biologist. And we try to keep
everything healthy around our area where the waterfow s
wi || come back. The caribou won't change its migratory
route. W are really sensitive on all these matters where
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we don't |ose contact with the caribou.

You know, we have been -- from archeol ogy findings,
from 26,000 years that we have been finding in the
headwat ers on Canadian side, dd Cow Rver. Before it
was hard to get information like that. |In order to get
information like artifacts fromthe headwaters of Crow
River, and we have to go through the Canadi an embassy, the
Anerican embassy just to pass along a sinple paper that --
the findings. And since then, so 1984, President Reagan
passed into | aw Freedomof Information Act. That give a
bi g [indiscernible] opening the pages of what we stand
for.

Ve found sone -- a lot of decline in waterfow. 30,
40 years ago there was plenty. Like oil spill, Exxon
Val dez, it's never been cleaned. They just -- they just
cleaned the surface. And there are still side effects
fromthat. A couple years ago the Deep Horizon [sic] oil
drilling in New Mexico, how many mllions of oil that
di spersed into the ocean? | believe some of that oil that
affected that coastal area where the waterfow and the
geese survived during the winter before their mgratory
route. So | blane the oil conpany for messing up
everyt hi ng.

Li ke right now even if they open and develop the --
the oil up there at ANVR or 1002, we still going to pay
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$10 a gallon. | don't think it will change. Since 1977
when the first -- first oil flow, there is over two
mllion barrels a day that goes 90 mles west of Arctic
Village going through. The |owest was 250,000 -- that's a
coupl e years ago -- that's flow ng through. But we still
get the sane answer. W -- we still have to pay $10 a
gallon, $15 for a quart of oil for a fuel mxer. Wen you
got no job, it's pretty hard. So | want to ask you

that -- ny vote for opening or drilling on ANVR i s

absol utely no.

(kay. Thank you. Have a safe trip hone.

M nane is Edward Sam |'mhere in Arctic Village.
I"'ma resident here all ny life. Thank you and have a
safe trip home.

MR. ANTONIO SISTO M nane is Antonio
Sisto. |'mthe grandson of Al bert Tritt. What |'ve got
to say is | have stories. | have -- this one is still to
be told. That story is not for you, but my grandkids.
Living in the Arctic and Venetie in the past five years,
moving back to the tribal |ands of our people, Gmch'in, I
feel alive. | feel happy to be here with nmy people and
stand with them The beautiful thing about this land is
the power that can't be explained. M wife and ny sons
are here, and we are happy. And ny sons, they wll
they will hunt. And when things are at its worst, we wll
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have fresh biscuits and fresh meat.

| am proud to hel p and understand what we don't know
and to show you what you don't understand about this |and.
The feeling of life on the hill of Arctic Village is a
beautiful place. There is no words to explain. It's not

any -- any website, and the feeling is magic. | just want
to say thank you and Mahsi' Choo.

MS. KATE HOLLANDSWORTH: H . |'mKate
Hol | andsworth. | grew up here in Arctic Village. 1'm25
years old -- so growing up here, it's hard to explain. |
can't -- it's been amazing. This is my baby right here,
Ryker. | was maybe about three months old [sic] with him
when | went out hunting for caribou. And | believe | made
himstrong already by doing that. | plan on doing it
years fromnow and again this fall. | know wormen before

me and | pray for wonen after me to keep hunting while
they are pregnant with their babies, with their
grandbabi es.

|"mup here speaking for ny baby. He can't really
talk too well, but I'mup here speaking for him | want a
future for himto learn our way of life, not in a
classroom not in a building; up there in the nmountains,
inthe trees, in the fresh air. | believe that's the only
way to learn our way of life. And as -- as Galen
mentioned earlier, if you were to be here for a year,
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maybe even a nonth or two, you would be Indianized.
have proof of that.

M/ dad -- ny dad came up here 20-sonething years ago
fromMssouri, and he's never left once. He built us a
house, nme a cabin, and all kinds of things. And | just --
| pray and hope that we can keep it that way, not just for

us, not just for the future, but for the past. | mean
peopl e have been fighting for years, and we all -- we are
all still fighting. And we are not going to stop. | just

pray and hope that we can keep it that way and just keep
everything safe as far as the caribou, the noose,
everyt hi ng.

| just -- | hope you guys respect our w shes and hear
everyone out on what we would like to -- how we would |ike
to keep our land. Thank you.

M5. TONYA GARNETT: |f everybody doesn't
mnd, | have a young gentlenan that keeps com ng up, so
"1l give hima mnute.

MR. ALEXANDER STEVENS: M nane is
Al exander Stevens. | cone from Fairbanks, Alaska. [|'m
standing up here right now because if you drill, it's not
like cutting off a bit of your finger. |It's not going to
heal back. 1It's going to stay. It's going to stay like
that forever. So just don't drill. It's not a good idea.
And it's not just the caribou you are affecting; it's al
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the other animals in that area, too; all the birds. And
whi ch one is a nore valuable resource: The way -- our
culture, the way the culture noves or oil?

So if you wanted to protect sonething valuable, you
shoul d protect the culture. And | amten years old.

MS. TONYA GARNETT: W had no idea what
this kid was going to say when | gave himthe mc. Cood
j ob.

Robbi e.

MR ROBBIE MARTIN. H . [|'m Robbie from
Venetie, but | have been living here in Arctic Village.
M/ parents are Shayna Tritt and James Martin. And ny dad
taught me how to cook over a canpfire into the woods. |
| earned how to cook ducks and cut the caribou and use sone
of the parts to cook over the fire. And I'm 13 years old.
It's a blessing to have. | don't want to | ose or throw
that away.

It's hurting to think that the oil conpanies are
trying to take over on what we have, such as our |and,
animal s, but we rely on nost inportantly the caribou

Thank you for |istening.

MS. CHARLENE STERN: Good afternoon.
(Speaking in GuMch'in.) M nane is Charlene Stern. M
parents are Florence Newran and Peter Stern. M
grandparents are the late James and Maggie G | bert of
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Vashraii K o0o. That's where | cone from

So you know, a lot of this proposal has to do with
the | easing program And yet our people have been tal king
about exploration and devel opment. And | understand that,
you know, depending on the outcome of this EIS, there is
potential for a bigger EISin the future regarding
devel opment. But | think what you have to understand even
inthis process is, for us they're both related and that
we see this proposal as a foot in the door. And to us
that is a threat, a direct threat. And so we oppose that.
V¢ have opposed that for over 30 years. And | think, you
know, you have judged the sentiment fromthe roomthat we
have a no-conpromni se position on sone of those pieces.

As our hunters, as our |eaders, as our elders, as our
yout h have spoken, what you are really hearing fromis not
just the people of Arctic Village and Venetie. You're
hearing from caribou experts. You're hearing fromcaribou
biologists. You're hearing fromw ldlife biologists.
You're hearing frombotanists. That's the |evel of skil
and training and know edge that they hold. They m ght not
hol d a degree froma western institution, but that's that
| evel of know edge. And | think it's inmportant that we
respect that.

They also, in addition to having that expertise, are
managers of these resources. W have been managi ng the
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caribou. W have been nanaging the noose in this area.
W have been managing the fish, the wildlife, the
waterfow for as long as we have been here. \Whenever our
hunters make a decision about harvesting, they are
practicing active management. \Wen they decide not to
shoot the first |leaders that cone through, they are
practicing active management. \Wen they decide to take a
bull and not a cow, they are practicing active managenent.

And so | want to nmake that record clear because |
think sonetimes there is this notion that our managenent
i's not enough, that we are not qualified as biol ogists,
that we al ways need these experts fromwestern
institutions to affirmour know edge that we know based on
many, many generations. So I'll make that clear

Qur people -- it's hard to describe because you guys
just see the village as it is now. But when | think about
my grandparents, they lived all across this land, al
across these nountains, all across these |akes and rivers.
And there are many times where the animals weren't there
when they needed them And our people faced starvation,
you know. My nomtells a story. She grew up -- she was
born out here on the land, not in a hospital. And she
tells a story about one tine they ran out of food, and so
her mom who was blind, went to the cache, and she was
literally scraping crunbs fromour dry meat off our -- our
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caribou fromthe cracks in the cache to make a soup broth
out of themfor our famly to continue living. That's the
kind of hard |ives that people our -- where we cone from

| also want to just say sonething about ny
grandmot her. She was a story teller, a traditiona
know edge keeper, Maggie G lbert. And she once told us
this story, this dreamthat she had. And this dream was
her wal king in the nountain, and she came across one of
the caribou, the |eaders, the old bulls, and he just
| ooked so poor and his fur was comng out, and he | ooked
very unhealthy. And she spoke to him And our people
believe that we have a relationship, especially back then
where we coul d understand the caribou and they coul d
under stand us.

And she asked himin our |anguage what was wong wth
him and he turned around and he said, there is no caribou
following me. There is no caribou following ne. And so
when Faith was tal king about prophecies, that's a
prophesy.

And so when we hear about this |easing program
that's the fear. You know, like | said, you guys think
wel I, you know, depending on this, there may be a later
EIS, but this -- this scares us, this proposal.

| want to make a clarification. A lot of our people
have tal ked about the birthplace of the caribou. W are
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tal ki ng about the calving grounds and the post cal ving
grounds. | want to make sure that that's in the record.

| think that our people are |ooking forward to
participating as cooperating agencies, our tribes in this
process. W are also very nuch interested in the Section
106 process. W are the ones that have the know edge, our
el ders and our tribal |eaders, about our traditiona
cul tural properties. And because we have lived all over
these lands -- north, south, east and west of here --
there are many traditional cultural properties that have
al ready been docunented, but there's many, many nore that
have yet to be docunmented. And so we | ook forward to
being able to work together to make sure that those are
docunmented in this process

So those are just a couple things that | wanted to
say. Mhsi' Choo. Thank you very much.

MS. TONYA GARNETT: W have anot her young
gent | eman.

MR MARK JUNNOR My nane is Mark Junior
and |"'mnine years old. And | don't want themto take
away the caribou because we | ove thema lot and we don't
want themto go away, ever. W want themto stay here.
So please don't take themaway. Mhsi' Choo.

MS. TONYA GARNETT: Al right. |Is there
anybody el se that wanted to -- Carrie? | believe Carrie
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is the last person, unless sonebody el se wants to.
Thank you guys for sticking around
M5. CARRIE STEVENS. M conments are naybe
only about 45 mnutes. It's brief.

My name is Carrie Stevens, and | first came to |ive
in Arctic Village in 1999. And fromthere | was very --
very blessed to have that opportunity. So | thank Arctic
Village for always wel comng ne, taking care of ne and ny
son. They are the nost gracious people, if you haven't
noticed. There aren't very many places on earth that are
left that are like this. Mybe on our hands we can | ook
at intact ecosystens that are still in relationship with
i ndi genous peoples. | do not take this lightly.

This is one of the last great places on our earth
that we sit with holy people. W hear that many times.
There is -- one of the only historic sites in our state is
here, and it is a church. Their stories carry that
spirit. And so | always have to recognize that and this
deep relationship with the world around them and the
ecosystem And you have heard that all day.

So |'mvery, very concerned about the scoping
process, the EI'S process, the 106, the 810 processes. |
under stand you have a mandate. That's a [aw that you
didn't wite that was passed. However, it is still within
your hands to ensure that the best possible job is done,
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that it is the nost conprehensive, holistic, thorough
study. | urge you desperately not to rush and not to nake
haste in this work because that really truly is on you

As you can tell, this is the lives of these people.
This is the lives of their relatives, the caribou. And
yesterday | grew very concerned about the limt of the
scope of the inpact, particularly as it relates to
subsi stence or ways of life.

Ve know that this is the largest refuge in the United
States, although Steve and the Yukon Delta refuge m ght
have westling matches over that, | hear. It's maybe a
few acres here or there. And it's one of three in our
entire country that is a nmanaged renotely. There is a
sign at the airport.

You know that, as we just heard fromDr. Stern, this
is aroomfull of doctors. And no one has the know edge
that they have related to this place.

Yesterday again | grew very concerned about
m sinformation regarding the ANILCA 810 anal ysis and the
limtation of that scope and the |imtation of the scope
of the work. The birthing grounds and nurseries of the
coastal plain feed far nore than this comunity, than the
Venetie comunity, than the Fort Yukon community. Fort
Yukon is not standing up for their brothers and sisters.
They are direct harvesters, and it is shown that |arge
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per centage of househol ds across the Yukon flats rely on
the Porcupine caribou herd: Trade networks, socia
networks, spiritual networks, cultural networks. This has
been docunented nunerous tines. W shouldn't even have to
debate the level of scoping that should be taking place.

Now, that's just Porcupine caribou. So | desperately
urge you to consider those communities as scoping
communi ties and within your ANILCA 810 anal ysis and your
historic 106 analysis. The chief -- the traditional chief
of Beaver is fromhere. Everyone is related. Their
social networks are related. Their food sovereignty is
interrelated. Their food security, their health, their
wel | -being is all interrelated.

Now, we haven't even discussed mgratory waterfow.
Ve have the Alaska Mgratory Bird Treaty Act. Those
waterfow feed large portions of this state. And that
food is critical, critical to the spring resources and why
there is a special spring hunt. So I'mvery concerned
about the limt on the scoping and on the analysis and on
the inpact. It is as if you drop a pebble in a | ake and
it wll continue and it will reach out for |onger than you
can see. That is how far the birthing ground inpact
reaches, directly. So | would like to have that on record
and continue to have that on record. That was one of the
main points | wanted to make
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| al so have great concern regarding data. And |'m
sorry -- oh, good. Paul is still here. Those gentlemen
are still here. D d you guys get all that? Paul, did you
get all that? Mking sure. Al right.

There is a large body of documentation of historica
oral stories. | couldn't even nane the number of people
who have nade their careers on the relationships and
networks of self-reliance of food resources alone in the
region. But there is a huge data gap in harvest data for
this coomunity. So | don't -- you are going to have a
very large challenge in naking an adequate, educated and
informed decision with the data that you have because it
is very limted.

So only if you are working again with triba
governnents to ensure that -- this data -- tribes should
have been collecting this data for years in partnership
with the refuges. So you are going to run into sone
serious data gap issues there. Again, |'mworried about
the scope of inpact.

Al'so, | don't even think we have discussed today
transportation corridors related to leasing or related to
devel opment and the inpact on any transportation corridors
and footprints on, of course, all of the resources we have
al ready heard about today, on water resources and on air
resour ces.
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|"mal so worried about your time frame. You are
going to have to docunment worst case scenarios and what is
your mitigation methodol ogy going to be for those inpacts.
Ve cannot plan that everything will be fine because we
know it wll not be.

So really I just -- | very nuch appreciate your
comng here. | knowit's along trip. | appreciate you
listening all day to an amazing wealth of know edge, but
for these reasons | very nuch continue to request and push
on the extension for the scoping period and that you
increase sites for scoping.

| just want to say that this is your legacy. This is
your legacy. Al of you sitting at this table have power
and authority. And there are lives. |It's like a war.
There are lives at stake. And | just hope every night you
can think about the |egacy that you |eave for your
children and your grandchildren as you consider every
el se's grandchildren and children after that and this
great, great wonderful amazing place that's one of very
fewleft on this earth

The National Petrol eum Reserve sits right next door,
and it's not even tapped out. It's not even tapped out.
It's right there.

So thank you. Thank you for your tine, your
consideration. And with all due respect, | very nuch
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thank the el ders and everybody fromArctic Village. Thank
you.

MS. PAMELA A. MLLER Hello. M nane is
Pamela A. Mller. I'll try to make a very short
statement, and it's about the scope of the change that
this EISis proposing to |look at. The |ease is not a
sinple piece of paper. You don't do it and then nmove on
to the details. The lease allows the whole kit and
caboodle. It gives a right, presunably, if it's done Iike
in the National Petroleum Reserve, to exploration
devel opment, production, transportation, roads, seisnc,
gravel mnes, ports, the whole thing. You need to | ook at
the whole thing now. You can't separate preleasing and
postleasing seismc. They are information the government
shoul d have to informthe | easing program presumably. It
is a conprehensive part of the whole plan.

In the Prudhoe Bay region, it's involved as nuch as
32,000 mles of seismc just by 2001. In the offshore,
they have done a lot nore. They have done 197 mles of
seismc. This is driving heavy machinery in grids 660
feet apart on this fragile tundra. There was a one-tine
seismc program Its lines were one to six mles apart.
It was a very different programthat had | ongstanding
i npacts of which | witnessed in the winter and the sunmer
and as of the last tine | was there.
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It is simply wong to speed ahead and not consi der
that seismc. |It's an integral part of the whole
operation that you are conceptualizing how you are going
to overlay the oil and gas |easing programon the existing
[indiscernible] of the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge to
preserve this land in its natural diversity of habitats
and popul ations, for water quality and quantity, for
subsi stence, for upholding international treaties.

This is a very different reality than the Nationa
Petrol eum Reserve and you are not proposing a petrol eum
reserve on a wildlife refuge. So given that the refuge
was safe, there was not a lot of funding for scientific
studi es for decades. The baseline information and
integrating that together for any place will take |onger
than a year

So this is a highly political decision in a place
that it should not have. So | urge you to reconsider how
you are rammng through thinking you are going to do
leasing in this -- in this narrow wi ndow of tine. It
won't work. And you will not be evaluating the direct,
cunul ative and other inmpacts not only that will happen up
in the coastal plain itself, the connections to here that
are very vibrant every day, the way the birds, the way the
other animals connect to other parts of the world, the
whal es, the seals and the way that the ocean and the |and
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have cunul ative inpacts. In the Trunp Adm nistration they
are both being considered at the sane tinmne.

So we sit here in one of the nost beautiful places on
earth. And you have heard howit's in everyone's heart
here and it's in the hearts of people all across the
country and -- who have a stake in this, but this stake
here is the nost powerful of all because they are
connected to the land. They have been that way forever.
And |'ve learned so nuch and |'m hunbl ed fromthe peopl e
here.

So | just wanted to make that point about the
conpr ehensi veness of the inpact statement. And you really
need to take a step back. Thank you.

M5. CORA JOHN. My nane is Cora John, and
| live in Arctic Village. | don't want you to dril
because caribou is our life. Wen | get older, | want to
learn -- learn nmy kids to get caribou, skin themand cook
Drilling is bad and | don't want that to happen to our
culture. So please don't drill. Thank you

MS. KAREN MOURITSEN: | just want to say
thank you everyone so, so nuch. W really, really
appreciated your hospitality, your beautiful community,
you all, the community. We just really, really appreciate
it. And we thank everyone for giving us such thoughtful
and heartfelt comments. And we have gotten themall on
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the record, thanks to Mary. We've taken a |ot of notes.
So thank you very, very much
V¢ had those handouts on the back table that told you

how to nmake coments, if you wanted to fax themor enai
themor send us a letter. And so if you didn't pick any
up -- and | think there mght not be any left -- but we
will get you sone nore so that we can make sure and get
your conments. And just thank you. Do you want to say
sonet hing in closing?

MS. TONYA GARNETT: O osing quick prayer

M5. KAREN MOURI TSEN: Ckay. That woul d be
great. Thank you so nmuch everyone

MR JIMW JOHN: | just want to say thank
you. Geat, great thanks to Tiffany Yatlin, Charlene
Stern, Tonya Garnett, Faith Genm ||, Sarah James, the
peopl e who cooked: Marty Russell, Marion Swaney, Darryl
the grill boy, N kolai. And I got nusicians. Wo are

they? They're not around. | don't know. But all of you.
Al'l the youth, good talking. | like that. Keep it up
And el ders right there. And ny visitors. Thank you.
[indiscernible] You people do it sone more. [I'll be
there waiting for you guys. | want to know what you guys

are up to. Thank you very nuch. So thank you very nuch
ever ybody.
(O f the record.)
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(A closing prayer was offered.)
(Proceedings adjourned at 5:37 p.m)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY A. VAVRIK, RVR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedings were taken before
me at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcribed under my direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that tinme; and that | amnot a party to nor have
| any interest in the outcome of the action herein
cont ai ned.

IN WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscribed
my hand and affixed ny seal this __ day of June 2018.

MARY A. VAVRI K
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Notary Public for Al aska

My Conmi ssion Expires: November 5, 2020
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		violation (2)

		visit (1)

		visitor (1)

		visitors (4)

		vital (2)

		voice (6)

		volunteering (1)

		vote (3)

		voted (1)



		W

		Wackowski (1)

		wait (2)

		waiting (9)

		wake (4)

		walk (10)

		walked (1)

		walking (7)

		wall (1)

		wanton (1)

		wants (5)

		war (3)

		warm (1)

		warmer (1)

		warming (1)

		warmth (1)

		warned (1)

		Washington (4)

		waste (4)

		wasted (2)

		watch (1)

		watching (1)

		water (21)

		waterfowl (13)

		waterfowls (2)

		waters (4)

		wave (2)

		way (82)

		ways (12)

		wealth (1)

		weather (4)

		website (1)

		week (6)

		weeks (5)

		welcome (12)

		welcoming (3)

		well-being (8)

		well-organized (1)

		weren't (2)

		west (2)

		western (6)

		whales (1)

		whaling (2)

		what's (16)

		whenever (3)

		whereas (1)

		white (10)

		whitefish (1)

		Whitehorse (2)

		WHITWELL (2)

		whole (23)

		WIEHL (1)

		wife (5)

		WILBUR (4)

		Wild (1)

		wilderness (2)

		Wildlife (25)

		willows (2)

		WILLOYA (1)

		wind (2)

		window (4)

		windy (2)

		Winston (4)

		winter (11)

		winters (1)

		Wintoo (1)

		wiped (1)

		wisdom (1)

		wise (2)

		wiser (1)

		wish (2)

		wishes (1)

		within (13)

		Without (7)

		witnessed (1)

		wolf (4)

		wolves (2)

		woman (5)

		Women (9)

		wonder (1)

		wonderful (3)

		wondering (1)

		wood (3)

		woods (2)

		word (5)

		words (8)

		wore (1)

		work (17)

		worked (5)

		workers (2)

		working (9)

		works (2)

		world (23)

		worried (12)

		worry (1)

		worst (2)

		wow (2)

		wrestling (1)

		write (4)

		writer (1)

		written (5)

		wrong (9)

		wrongful (1)

		wrote (4)



		Y

		Yatlin (1)

		year (25)

		Year's (1)

		year-round (2)

		years (83)

		yell (1)

		yelling (1)

		yesterday (11)

		York (2)

		young (22)

		younger (2)

		youngest (2)

		youth (8)

		Yukon (17)



		Z

		Zealand (1)

		Ziploc (1)



		[

		[inaudible] (1)

		[indicating] (3)

		[indicernible] (1)

		[indiscernible] (8)

		[ph] (2)

		[sic] (2)
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1 A-P-P-E-ARANGE-S 1 P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
2 rﬂoaepgigeﬁmﬁggte%gn%partnent of Interior, Lands and > MS. MYRA THUMMA: Wearegoing to open up
3 Joe_ Bal ash 3 with aprayer.
4 Assistant Secretary 4 (Invocation offered by Myra Thumma.)
2 ety Ass 2Phnt secretary 5 MR. JAMES JOHN: Okay. (Speakingin
Steve Wackowski 6 Gwich'in.) My name's James John. I'm first chief of
7 Senior Advisor of Alaska Affairs 7 Arctic. | grew up around thisvillage. Sincel have been
B e apited States Department of Interior, Bureau of Land | g g|ittlekid, | have been hunting caribou. | have been
9 Karen Mouritsen 9 living only and I live around subsistence life. My way of
10 Acting State Director 10 livingisjust live off the animals. And all my people
11 N SJOIegt Mo e er 11 arethe same aswhat I'm doing right now. And we are
12 For United States Departnent of Interior, Department of 12 aSking for people's helpwith what I'm dOing right now.
13 Fish & Widlife Service: 13 | appreciate you guys coming out here. | hope you
14 Egé;sgng Ak tor 14 just keep in mind what we are doing right now. Thank you
15 Steve Ber endzen 15 very much for gll of you and my people and for coming this
16 Arctic Refuge Manager 16 way and Mahsi' Choo.
17 m{ |u|r§I Tﬁe‘sgﬂf'c'e Speci al i st 17 MR. DENNISERICK: Hello. My nameis
18 18 DennisErick. I'mthefirst chief of Venetie. 1'd like
19 For EMPSI: 19 towelcome all the visitors that came to Arctic and all
20 Chad Ricklefs 20 thevisitors that represent us, and all the people that
21 Project Manager 21 don't represent us, but you know you are welcome. We
22 For SRBA 22 aways welcome everybody, no matter how we are. We got a
23 ggﬁl olr_a\g«reggacl?ch Associ at e 23 good heart.
24 Taken by: 24 Butl'd like to say something about the caribou. The
25 Mary A Vavrik, RMWR 25 caribou, when | lived in Venetie, it'skind of farther.
Page 3 Page 5
1 1 It'skind of farther to get caribou. But even then, we
2 BE IT KNOW that the aforementioned proceedings were taken 2 till get caribou. We still live off the caribou. Also,
3 at the time and place duly noted on the title page, before 3 my brothers and my sisters, my aunties and uncles,
4 wMary A Vavrik, Registered Merit Reporter and Notary | 4 grandpa, grandma, great-great grandpa, great-great
5 Public within and for the State of Al aska. 5 grandma, they al taught usthis. It's our way of life.
6 6 Wecan't just walk away from the way welive.
7 7  Andthereisnot only caribou. Thereisaso
8 8 migratory bird, waterfowl, fish, shorebirds, all of them,
9 9 they live up therein the coastal plains. And we need to
10 10 protect it, no matter what. We have to encourage our
11 11 peopleto do what my grandpa did, to do what their grandpa
12 12 did. They survived. We didn't have no sugar. We didn't
13 13 have coffee. Now we do because we areliving in the
14 14 modern world, but we still depend on the caribou.
15 15  Asachief, and my people-- | love my people, even
16 16 though evenif | don't look likeit, | still deep in the
17 17 heart. Andthat'sal | got to say. Thank you.
18 18 MS. KAREN MOURITSEN: Okay. Thank you.
19 19 Hello, everyone. I'm Karen Mouritsen. I'mthe BLM's
20 20 Acting State Director for the State of Alaska. | really
21 21 want to thank the community for welcoming us here to your
22 22 community. We're here to talk about the leasing EIS for
23 23 the coastal plain with you. Wereally thank you for the
24 24 welcome. The dinner last night was wonderful. | had the
25 25 caribou stew and the caribou and the fish. So thank you
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1 so much for that, and the dancing and the music. It was 1 forward to hearing from you. As Tonyareminded me, people
2 just great. So thank you for that. 2 want to speak and share their thoughts, so I'm going to go
3 I would like to just introduce a few people and just 3 through the presentation fairly quickly, but I want to
4 tell alittle bit about the format of the meeting, and 4 help frame what exactly we are doing here and also share
5 then we will get started. 5 with you how you could best provide input to inform our
6 So I'd like to introduce Joe Balash. He'sthe 6 decisionmaking process. So that's what I'm going to focus
7 Assistant Secretary for Lands and Minerals Management at 7 on.
8 the Department of Interior. And Steve Wackowski isthe 8  Soagain, theagendais: Why are we here? What is
9 Department of Interior Senior Advisor to the Secretary for 9 the coastal plain EIS? What isthe BLM required to do?
10 Alaska. Kate MacGregor isour Deputy Assistant Secretary 10 What are the agency responsibilities? What is BLM
11 for Lands and Minerals Management. Karen Clark is our 11 responsible for? What isthe Fish & Wildlife Service

Assistant Regional Director for the Fish & Wildlife
Service herein Alaska. Steve Berendzen -- where did
Steve go -- the refuge manager maybe you know. Hollis
Twitchell -- Hollis, thank you. Nicole Hayesisthe
project manager who will be giving the presentation in
just aminute. Chad Ricklefs and Paul Lawrence are
helping with the sign-ins.

Mary Vavrik isour court reporter, and she'staking
down the comments from you all. It'sreally important for
us to hear your ideas about this, so she's going to take
down your comments, and that's why we have the microphone
here so she can hear and get the comments.

We dso -- Debhie is going to trandate for us if
anyone wants atranglator. Thank you, Debbie, for

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

responsible for? What isthe NEPA process? You hear NEPA

referred to often. We will what explain the NEPA process

is. We will share how subsistence and ANILCA Section 810

fitsinto that NEPA process. We know that's one of the

major concerns and issues, so we will touch on that and

then provide you guys an opportunity to share information.
And then the most important part is how to

participate. So we will tell you al the ways that you

can participate. I'll touch on them now. There are some

sign-in sheets back there. Thereisforms. If you

haven't picked up a handout, pick up a handout. You can

submit written comments. Y ou can submit oral comments.

Y ou can go online and submit the form online. So thereis

various ways. Again, we want to hear from you during this
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agreeing to do that. And then we have the videographers
here who -- back here who have been making the documentary
for awhile around here. So they are going to film some

of the comments people make.

We are here for the scoping meeting for this coastal
plain leasing EIS. And scoping means that we are just
starting the process. We are trying to figure out what
issues we should address while we do this Environmental
Impact Statement. So the purpose is to hear from you all.
We want to hear if you have got issues you would like us
to addressin that EIS. And so we are -- Nicole is going
to give you a presentation in a minute, but mostly thisis
to hear from you al.

And after Nicole does the presentation, we would like
to have people start coming up to the microphone maybe
starting with the elders if we have some elders that want
to talk, and then Arctic Village residents, we would
really like to hear from you all, and then everyone else.
And so we really do want to hear your thoughts.

So Nicole, do you want to start the presentation?

MS. NICOLE HAYES: Thank you, Karen. And
I'm really bad about the mic, soif | walk away, just wave
your hand.

Like she said, thank you. Thank you for welcoming
us. Wearereally glad to be here and we really look

© 00N O WNP
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period and get your thoughts and comments and the issues
we should be analyzing in the EIS.
| forgot to mention, Debbie was going to kind of
summarize what | say after each slidein Gwich'in, so I'm
going to let her come up here and speak for just a moment.
(Tranglating into Gwich'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: So what I'm going to
cover now isthe Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017. And you
will hear that commonly referred to asthe Tax Act. This
is basically the requirements of the Secretary of the
Interior and the BLM. This map that's being displayed up
here -- and you guys have probably seen it in other
places -- is the map that's specifically referenced in the
Tax Act. It outlinesthe coastal plain area, whichis
aso commonly referred to asthe 1002 area. Y ou will hear
us cal it the coastal plains for the Coastal Plain Oil
and Gas Leasing EIS. The coastal plain area encompasses
1.6 million acres of the 19.3 million acres of the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge.

Section 20001 of the Tax Act specifically requires
the Secretary of the Interior to do, acting through the
Bureau of Land Management, is to establish a competitive
oil and gas leasing program, similar to what's done under
NPR-A, or the National Petroleum Reserve, under the Naval
Petroleum Reserves Production Act of 1976. So the

Midnight Sun Court Reporters

(2) Pages6 -9





Coagtal Plain Oil and Gas L easing Program

Arctic Village May 24, 2018
Page 10 Page 12
1 reguirements are to implement this oil and gas leasing 1 busy, boring dlide, but thisis what the National
2 program similar to how it'sdonein NPR-A. Sothat'sa 2 Environmental Policy Actis. AndI'm just going to
3 requirement of us. 3 quickly walk through how the process works because thisis
4 Also, we are required to hold not fewer than two 4 really important because thisis where we get the public
5 lease sales, thefirst one having to occur within the next 5 input. When thereisafederal action that may have a
6 four years. The second oneis required to occur within 6 significant impact on -- on something on the environment,
7 the next seven years. And the other requirements are that 7 then the federal government is required to develop an
8 not fewer than 400,000 acres of the highest potential 8 Environmental Impact Statement. So that iswhat we are
9 hydrocarbon areas shall be offered for lease. So those 9 doing for thisleasing program. It wasinitiated, and the
10 arethe requirements that we are operating under right 10 requirement started with the passing of the Tax Act.
11 now. 11  Wehaveto publish anctice of intent to say that we
12 AndI'm going to provide some information to you all 12 aregoing to do an Environmental Impact Statement, so that
13 about how best to help inform, how we can protect those 13 wasdone on April 20th. And that kicks off the scoping

l_\
S

critical areas and have conditions so that it is-- we

A
N

period. The standard scoping periods are 30 days. We

15 follow the NEPA process and we preserve, enhance, protect |15 initiated it with a 60-day scoping period. Currently that
16 as best we can those areas that may be leased. 16 endson June 19th. That little red flag in the far
17 So the agency responsibilities for -- I'm sorry. 17 right-hand corner shows where we are right now.
18 Debbie, did you want to -- 18  Andthisisthereally important part of the process
19 (Trandating into Gwich'in.) 19 because thisiswhere we get input from the public that
20 MS. NICOLE HAYES: So the agency 20 tellsuswhat we should be analyzing in the EIS so that we
21 responsibilities for the coastal plain leasing EIS fall 21 can make informed decisions. Thisiswhere we hear
22 mostly with BLM because they were designated within the 22 concerns, we learn about the issues, and we also learn
23 Tax Act to implement the oil and gasleasing EIS. Weare 23 waysto offset some of those impacts that may occur. So
24 thelead federal agency for the EIS, so that's why we are 24 that'sthe type of input we are looking for.
25 up here speaking. And I'm the designated project manager 25  After the scoping period closes, we produce a scoping
Page 11 Page 13
1 forit. Wewill be responsible for the leasing program 1 report, and then we start developing aternatives for the
2 andto havethe lease sdles. The Fish & Wildlife Service, 2 proposed action. There are some specific requirements we
3 we areworking closely with them. They are a cooperating 3 know we haveto fit within. There must be at |east
4 agency. Obvioudly, they know the refuge well, and they 4 400,000 acres offered for lease, and we know it's within
5 administer the surface of the Arctic National Wildlife 5 the coastal plain area. So some of the things that would
6 Refuge. 6 redly help usis-- for the alternatives development is
7 (Trandating into Gwich'in.) 7 understanding maybe timing restrictions or areas to avoid,
8 MS. NICOLE HAYES: So thisslide outlines 8 leasing restrictions where we would have no surface
9 the BLM oil and gas |easing and development process. | 9 occupancy, things like that. And I'll go into that a
10 just want to highlight we are working on the leasing 10 little bit more.
11 phase. Andthe EIS, the Environmental Impact Statement, 11 Wethenwritethe draft EIS, and the draft EISis
12 isforleasing. Any other activities -- seismic 12 another opportunity for the public to provide comment.

NN R R R R R R
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activities, post-lease exploration drilling, development,
production, other requirements of the Tax Act -- which the
Tax Act does require the Secretary to authorize up to
2,000 surface acres of development, but any of those
authorizations would require separate NEPA analysis. So
we are focusing on the leasing and the EIS to have those
lease sales. Again, if there are subsequent activities
that occur pre or after alease sale occurs, there will be
another NEPA process. So there will be an opportunity to
provide input and to share information prior to decisions
being made about those activities.
(Trandating into Gwich'in.)
MS. NICOLE HAYES: Sothisiskind of a

NNMNNMNNNNRRRRERRR
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That gets published and we come out and do meetings again
to get input on the information that's in that document,
and then we go back and take all the comments that we
receive and we revise the document and develop a final
EIS. And then after the final EISis completed, we
publish a Record of Decision, and then a lease sale may be
held.

| also just want to emphasize that there istwo main
partsin here where there is periods for public comment,
but we also have other opportunities where we consullt.
For example, government-to-government consultation is
ongoing throughout the entire cycle of this NEPA process.
So we receive input from affected tribes throughout the
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1 process. Soit'snot just atwo-time or two-opportunity 1 Village Council and the Arctic Village Council. So these

2 timeto receive input, necessarily. 2 are cooperating agencies. Again, they have speciaized

3 (Trandating into Gwich'in.) 3 expertise that are going to help inform the EIS and help

4 MS. NICOLE HAYES: Sothisdlidejust 4 in our decisionmaking process.

5 showing how the Section 810 of ANILCA processfitsinto 5 (Trandlating into Gwich'in.)

6 the NEPA process. It is separate from the NEPA analysis, 6 MS. NICOLE HAYES: Sothisisatentative

7 butit'sarealy critical component that we address 7 schedule that we have for development of the EIS. You

8 obviously herein Alaska. 8 will notealot of itisin seasons. We arein the

9 So the initial 810 evaluation is appended to the 9 scoping period right now. We have had requests to extend
10 draft EIS. The draft EIS identifies the subsistence uses 10 the scoping period that are being considered. We are
11 and resources, so the information provided during scoping 11 looking at alternatives development this summer.

really informswhat isin that initial 810 finding. So we
have to use information that's put into this EIS to make a
determination for subsistence use impacts. So after the
draft EIS is completed, concurrently we do that initial
810 evaluation which is appended to the draft EIS.

And then if theinitial evaluation isit may
significantly restrict subsistence uses, then we have
subsistence hearings. Those, again, are concurrent with
the public meetings that we hold for the draft EIS, but
they arein the affected communities of which thereisa
finding that there may be a significant restriction to
subsistence uses. And those meetings are separate.

After those meetings, we take all of the information
that we learn. There is recommendations about how to

NNMNNNNNRRRRERRRPR
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Cooperating agencies, again, participate in helping us
draft the EIS and providing input into that EIS. So we
are looking at having a draft EIS thisfall. We will
revise the draft EIS and, based off of the public
feedback, that takes afew months. And then we will
publish the final EIS and have a Record of Decision, which
is currently projected to be spring and summer of next
year. Again, that's for the leasing component and to have
alease sale. And that's according to the schedule that
we are on right now.
(Translating into Gwich'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: So currently, again, we
are conducting scoping. These are the locations in which
we are conducting scoping meetings. We rescheduled --
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avoid or minimize impacts to those subsistence resources,
and then afinal determination is made, and that's
appended to the final EIS.

(Trandating into Gwich'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: So the decisions that
are to be made are what do the alternatives ook like.
And the aternatives really are the lease stipulations
that go onto these leasing tracts. So the leasing tract
locations and & so the stipulations. Some examples are
timing window restrictions, when are the caribou calving,
like where are the areas that we should avoid entirely.
Those types of things are the -- is the information that
we are looking for from you. We know thereis concerns
about subsistence uses and impacts, but how can we best
avoid them. Soif you have that sort of information,
please share it with us because that's what we are
interested in hearing.

(Trandating into Gwich'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: So part of the NEPA
process is working with agencies and governments that have
specialized expertise or jurisdiction by law that can help
inform our process. Today to date we have Fish & Wildlife
Service as a cooperating agency, the State of Alaska, the
North Slope Borough. And as of yesterday we also have the
Native Village of Venetie Tribal Government, the Venetie

© 00N O WNP
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originally we were planning on being in Kaktovik this
week, and we had to reschedule. And we plan on going
there June 12th. Our next meetings will be Fairbanks,
Anchorage, Utgiagvik, Venetie and then Kaktovik and
Washington D.C. We have received requests for additional
scoping locations that will be considered and we will be
making a decision on in the near future.

(Tranglating into Gwich'in.)

MS. SARAH JAMES: I'm trying to explain to
them that some people that don't understand that -- this
ispublic land. That's how come they are having it
throughout different places, Washington, D.C., for
example, and that kind of stuff. And this has got to do
with public land. This has got to do with government, and
that's why they make sure that -- okay.

(Tranglating into Gwich'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: Again, we have various
ways to provide comment. We are getting ready to open up
the comment. Y ou can public comment right now. We do
have a court reporter, as Karen mentioned. Mary isour
court reporter, so we do ask that you come up to the mic
and clearly state your name. Speak slowly because Mary
will tell you if you are speaking too fast. Andif you
need the mic brought to you, just let us know. We would
like elders to come up and speak first and then residents
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1 of Arctic village and then everybody else. 1 know, we lost black bear. We lost ground squirrel.
2  Thereisvariouswaysif are-- if you don't want to 2 Nothing grow back till.
3 provide public comment, you could also provide public 3 Andaso when the pipeline that -- in Arctic Village
4 comment and submit written comment, which written comment | 4 | remember we don't have caribou for four years. Four
5 isawaysencouraged. Thewaysto provide commentsarein 5 years.
6 the packetsin the back of the room, but also up on the 6  Thank you.
7 screen. So you can email, submit them on the form, or 7 MR. JONATHAN JOHN: My name is Jonathan
8 mail them into that address. And again, the scoping 8 John. I'm from Arctic Village. And | have been atribal
9 period currently closes June 19th. So please provide your 9 leader for some years and before. And back in 1986 when
10 comments. 10 thiswhole thing started that | recall, and since then we
11 (Trandating into Gwich'in.) 11 have been asking to let the caribou alone, but we still
12 MS. NICOLE HAYES: Thank you, Debbie and 12 haveto go and talk about it. We need to come
13 Sarah. Sothisisthe end of my presentation. And we now 13 cooperating. | first know that it will devastate the

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

welcome public comment. | think Tiffany and Tonyawere
going to help identify elders to come up and speak, or
they can just come up and speak.

MR. JAMES JOHN: (Speaking in Gwich'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: Sojust reminder to
state your name for the record. And then if you need a
trandator into English, because the court reporter needs
it in English for the record, then we need to have it
tranglated.

MR. JAMESJOHN: Mahs' Choo. (Speaking
in Gwich'in.) So I'm thinking -- | don't know
[indiscernible] on the map exactly where, and right now |

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

whole caribou. It will. Theonly place -- the only, only
placeis calving ground that they will calveisthere.
They will calve around here, but it won't sustain itself
as much as it would asisthe place up there.

Also, that we know we have been a hunter. We always
try to keep our place clean, our land clean. Even walking
through the bushes, for instance, the bushes come off your
clothes, alittle lint come off your clothes. Caribou are
the same. They will smell you right off of the brush.
That's how sensitive they are.

We ask to have some more time and to discuss it some
more, but we are -- my people have asked a step at atime
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even talking the plan. | don't know where. But seems
like that is where the caribou come from. And what I'd
like to see people to fly the young people up there and
where it's going to be and show them where the caribou
calving groundsis. And the Fish & Wildlife, you are the
ones, show the people how the caribou channel and where
the overflows, make sure the caribou [indiscernible]. |
don't think it will. But | want to see today, | want you

to show them a big map exactly whereit is, and | want you
to tell the young people here, this generation, to fly

them up there and take alook at it exactly.

Looksto me, I'm kind of worried this morning. It
looks likeit's going to hurt us because that's where the
caribou is. That's where everything is.

And North Slope Borough, you mentioned that, too, you
know. They even got the boundary lines up 20, 30 miles
from here up north. And | got my alotment in there now.
So | don't know why North Slope Borough increased their
line over the North Slope. But | think the North Slope
Borough belongsto the Slope. And every time | say that
peoplejust ignore me, you know. And let's see what --
that'sall | can say. Just show people where exactly you
think that all going to impose.

20 years ago we got all that closed down
[indiscernible] south by Venetie. Everybody know. You
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and we only take one step and we want to be sure before we
take another one.

But on the other hand, | know that we -- it's part of
our livinghood. Our caribou is part of our livinghood
just as much as fishermen depend on the fish. They depend
on their livinghood on the fish, and we -- none of that
has a cash value, but otherwise value. Andit'sjust a
count to the same.

So please, | ask and | request to that we be part of
cooperating agency. Thismuch | ask for right now. Thank
you.

MR. GIDEON JAMES: My name is Gideon
James. | livein Arctic Village, and I'm one of the
elders. And | havelong years of experiencein working
with the tribe. So what | want to say is that when these
people speak for the animals, it is very -- these are very
intelligent animal. They travel thousands, thousands,
thousands of miles to the feeding ground, into the calving
ground. And when they travel, they got their own leaders.
Any caribou don't lead, but they got special group within
their herd that leads. | know that because | used to run
them down with snowshoe, and | -- it'sahard time. It's
hard to run it down with the group of leaders like that.
And you can tell by the callusesin front of their legs.
Thereis calluses right there.
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1  Andthereason | bring this up because we are here to 1 understand later on. But when | was upriver and al that
2 protect migrating animals and species. Thereis 2 camping and getting harvest, spring -- like right now
3 thousands, thousands of ducks that -- that fly to that 3 it's-- our young men is going out and getting those
4 areatonest. Likeyesterday or day before, thereis new 4 wonderful waterfowls. They are on their way to the
5 life begins up there. Thereis new life that begins up 5 calving grounds, calving grounds of the Porcupine caribou
6 there so everybody will stay healthy asin Gwich'in 6 herd. And they are going to see some stuff they are never
7 country. 7 goingtosee. Anditwill change. That's because one
8  Also, alot of peoplethat cometo seethe 8 hillionaire scribbled his name on a piece of paper, you
9 attraction, like hikers and other environmentalist group 9 know, and that's all welook in our culture. To meinthe
10 that want to seeiit, they spent their fortune to seeit. 10 United States, there is a human rightsissue, but the
11 And we seeit down at the airport. Pretty soon there will 11 other oneisoverlooked.
12 be hundreds and hundreds of people walking at the airport. 12 But the main thing that | thought that life was like
13 That's all they are going -- they want to go up to seeiit. 13 this, that I'll be happy. And about 50 years later |
14 Sowearenot alone. We are not alone here. 14 didn't know I'll be fighting for my culture, my way of
15  Andwhat we want to protect is the sole purpose, the 15 life. Andthisiswherel'm at now. And of coursel'm
16 sole purpose of animalsto survive, animalsto stay 16 angry, but I'm going to try to make sense to you. Maybe
17 healthy, to have clean water, clean air, clean food. 17 you might do alittle bit different. Maybe you keep away
18 That's what our main concernis. And it's-- throughout 18 from the calving grounds because thereis not only
19 the history, our people are really smart, are very 19 caribou; there is moose, musk ox, ground squirrels, mice.
20 intelligent that they keep these animals healthy. 20 You know, wolf -- wolf goes around there, and when they
21 Andnow, now this Tax Act and Job Act they call it, 21 got nothing to eat, they eat mice. That'stheir life. So
22 wedon't cal it. Our president isthe onethat cal it, 22 dl that will be destroyed.
23 and he never paid -- he never showed us that he pay tax. 23 I know it because | have been -- | -- I'm aheavy
24 He never -- he never show usthat he worked for anybody 24 equipment operator. I'm acertified operator, and I'm

instead of leading you on.

N
a1

also acarpenter. | have been firefighting as a crew
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Thank you.

MR. LOUIE JOHN: Good morning. My nameis
Louie John, and I'm here from Arctic Village. | havea
lot of experience with caribou. I'll tell you alittle
story about myself. When | was akid, | was upriver.
That's our feeding ground. That's our garden out here. A
lot of times other society tell usthat we are poor. No.
Look at me. You know, | feeding myself good because,
look, thereisalot of good food out there. The fish --
because we have been environmentalists for 10,000 years.
And look at it. Wetry to keep our land clean the way it
isfor athousand years. We don't try to destroy it
because we know it help us. In return, we take care of
theland. Inreturn, it takes care of us. That's the way
we believe.

And when | was akid, | didn't know about L ower 48.
All I know ismy life here. That'sall | knew until BIA
came around and start teaching us about Liberty Bell that
crack until it rain -- it rained until it crack, you know.
And that was our freedom. So they tell us about all these
histories, you know, polar bear and revolution and all
that stuff so they could convert usinto your society.

And that wasit.

But we know that you go to school so you could be

going to work in the future. That's how it works. |
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bossfor 25 years. And | know alot of experience. |
even live in the city, and -- but I'm saying that | want
to experience another job, so | apply around and looking
for work for -- | wonder how it would be at North Slope.
So | went to the PGS. That's the oil company. |
went over there and try to get in there, and then they
accept me, and | went to the orientation and -- you know,
orientation about hazardous around the complex, right?
Hazardous, right? Okay. Y ou know that. So they teach us
that, where not to go or where thereis asign there.
Thereisasign so we recognize those. | got the
orientation.
Then after that they even fly here to pick me up to
go to the North Slope. And | have to go to Anchorage, way
to Anchorage, then have to fly all the way up there again,
you know. That'salot of money, | guess. Oil makeall
kinds of money.
But so when | was up there, they put me on that
viber. The viber is seismic work. So | have been
operating that. And thereisatrain of Cat, and each one
of them got alittletrailer like, and there is like beds
and kitchensand all. They got different lineup. And
they move camp. And we, viber, we drivein behind. And
when we drive, | could see where all those sleds would
dig, and when they dig in, they tear out the tundra, abig
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1 piecelikethis[indicating], and it's laying around 1 mean, not Bush. Trump. I'm sorry, but | don't believe
2 everywhere. 2 him. But you could make change. Uptoyou. Sothisisa
3 And sometimes out of the blue, we operate, we just 3 pleal maketo you.
4 driveaong. All of asudden thereisaburst out of fuel 4 Thank you for listening.
5 or hydraulic fuel, and just like that. Like that it 5 MS. TONYA GARNETT: (Speakingin
6 could -- it could splatter out 200 gallons just like that. 6 Gwich'in.) My nameis Tonya Garnett. I'm from Arctic
7 Anditwill be all over the snow, tundra, and we have to 7 Village. My parentsare Lillian and Jerry Garnett. My
8 cleanit up. Butit'snot 100 percent clean. It could be 8 grandparents were the late Ezias and Martha James. I'm
9 80 percent, 90 percent. And that's not clean. That's 9 the great granddaughter of the late Reverend Albert E.
10 another impact. 10 Tritt and Sarah Gho.
11 Not only that, when | take a break been driving a 11  AndI'mthe executive director for the Native Village
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long time, maybe 12, even 36 hours sometimes, and | get
tired, | stretch out, and sometimes even in your -- | ook
back, awholetrain, Cat trailers and all that move

ol
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of Venetie Tribal Government. And first of al, Gwich'in
people are united against any type of development in the
birthing grounds of the Porcupine caribou herd. No

15 forward, moving camp, | look back, | could see the thick 15 compromise. | understand from your presentation the
16 black smoke behind us. | asked them, what the heck is 16 information you are seeking, but we are still going to
17 that back there? That'sus, he said. The wholetrain 17 tell you why we are against the oil development.
18 going. That's the exhaust fumes, exhaust black smoke. 18  You aregoing to hear people speak today, and some of
19 And I'm surethey land on the snow. Inthe spring it 19 them might seem like they are yelling and mad. It'sthe
20 melts. And caribou, mice, ground squirrels, even ducks, 20 passion because they are feeling threatened. Thereisan
21 fish, they tasteit, | bet you. 21 injustice here. Theinjusticeisthat we are getting --
22 So | ask will you, if you got any heart in your mind, 22 we are getting hit fast and hard with a process that's
23 | -- | feel like the Gwich'in Nation as being a United 23 foreignto us. And we are expected to tell you guysin a
24 Statescitizen. You know, remember about alittle girl 24 few minutes-- what is our time limit on here, supposedly?
25 that fell into awell? Anybody remember that? Wewereup |25 MR. JOE BALASH: None.
Page 27 Page 29
1 here. Wewereglued tothat TV for three days, want that 1 MS. TONYA GARNETT: Notimelimit? Well,
2 little girl to get out. That's being a United States 2 we are supposed to tell you guysin afew minutes all the
3 citizen, have a heart for that family even though we don't 3 information we have about the Porcupine caribou herd, our
4 know them because we are a United States citizen. Okay? 4 way of life and how we are going to be impacted, and
5 When that little girl was -- they took her up to the 5 that'snot possible. We have until June 19th to give you
6 surface of earth, you know, even my brothers and my sister 6 guysour comments and to educate you guys. That's not
7 jump up joy, they are happy. That's how United States 7 possible. We need moretime. Thisisan injustice to our
8 citizen we are. Even though you guys live down there, you 8 people.
9 don't know about us. 9  Our people have been living here since time
10  And then ancther tragedy, McCullough, Christie 10 immemorial. We can go back generations and generations
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McCullough, the schoolteacher. School teacher are like
mothers or father. They care for you. They protect you.
They do alot of things. They teach you. And that
happened, another tragedy. It saddened us. We were sad.

And then there is another one came around, 9/11. We
see that two towers fell down, we were angry because we
are United States citizens. And all that, we care for our
people even though they don't know us, we don't know them,
but still they are United States citizen.

So about 60 years or so later, | didn't know that the
United States would be against me. And that's how | feel
right now. | don't know what to say to you guys. Just
keep away from the calving grounds baby for our people,
for your people.

Bush says for everybody, but | don't believe him -- |
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and generations. Thisiswhere our people lived. We come
from holy people. We come from Gwich'in people. We come
from the land. We speak for caribou because the caribou
can't speak for themselves. We speak for them in away
that they cannot speak. Their way of lifeisthreatened,
their birthing grounds. And we have lived with them since
timeimmemoria. Any type of development in their
birthing grounds is going to have devastating impacts on
the Porcupine caribou herd, which will directly have
devastating impacts on Gwich'in people al over Alaska and
Canada. We trade with other villages. We don't get
salmon. And we get caribou, so we trade with them. So
every village, Gwich'in village, it will have a direct
impact on them. Negative, negative impacts.

When we look around thisroom here, what | see, | see
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1 tribal leadersthat give their life volunteering to lead 1 Wegrew up hunting, going up there on the mountain and
2 their people to protect their way of life, and we are 2 waiting for the caribou, bringing it in, drying it,
3 constantly having to fight our own federal government to 3 smoking it. Welearn the dances. The late grandpa
4 try to continue to live the way our people have lived for 4 Reverend Isaac Tritt, Sr. taught us the dances and songs.
5 thousands and thousands of years. That's an injustice. 5 Everything revolves around caribou. We hand skin with
6 We have that basic human right. You look around this 6 GrandmaMargaret Tritt. And thisisimportant. It's
7 room, | seekids. | seekids. 7 every -- every aspect of our life.
8  Our connection to the caribou is strong. Last summer 8  Sol just want everybody, don't be afraid. Just come
9 we had a culture camp. This mountain up here, Dachanleeg, 9 up here and speak to them. Tell them about your life.
10 we had a culture camp at the bottom of the timberline, and 10 Tell them about how you learned and why it'simportant to
11 we had about 100 people up there on that camp. And just 11 protect -- protect us, protect the caribou and protect the
12 to show our connection to the caribou, we all got up 12 land. Mahs''.
13 there, we were all setting camp, we were starting to eat 13 MS. BERTHA ROSS: Hello. My nameis
14 dinner, and one bull caribou went to the top of the 14 BerthaRoss, and I'm from Arctic Village. And | used to
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mountain to invite us and bless us and show us that we are
doing agood thing. We have a strong connection.

And you look around this room, you see the kids. |
seen those kids. They are at the culture camp. They know
the importance of the caribou. Thisistheir life. This
isn't something that they are they are just learning in
school, aclass. They are not just learning Alaska
history in class. Thisisin action every day. They
learn how to hunt. They learn how to fish. They learn
the importance, the respect -- to respect the land, to
people, to our culture, to our language.
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be a community health aide here for about 30 years. And
what | learned that the kids love caribou meat, and they
won't eat no beef meat. I'll tell you the truth. They
won't eat no beef meat. Evenif you buy hamburger for
them, they won't eat the hamburger. They'll eat the

fries, but just set it aside. But they will eat caribou.

But you know, we are all healthy, really healthy. We are
not sick. We areall healthy because we eat caribou. And
| don't see anybody that's sick, seriously, all these
yearsthat | work as a health aide because our ironis
high, protein is high and everything. Andwe areall
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| look around this room, | see moms. | see mothers
that raise these kids. And | see mothersthat raise their
children, and they are happy when they bring the caribou
meat home. | see hunters, many huntersin thisroom. And
what really gets me passionate about thisis those hunters
because | seeit. | seeit when they talk. Some of them,
they are afraid to talk in the mic. They are afraid to --
public speaking. But -- but so they tell us and they tell
us the importance, and they are passionate about it.

And so | want everybody in here to know that when you
come up here, just tell them the truth. Speak. Speak
from your heart. Thisis our way of life that they are --
that proposal will have direct impacts on us, our
livelihood, our history. And when we make decisions and
when we talk, we bring the prayers of our ancestors; the
hard fight, the hard life they lived, we bring that with
us, and we think about the future. Not only my
nine-year-old son, but maybe his kids and their kids and
their kids, people | will never meet. That's how --
that's our train of thought when we are making these
decisions and when we speak. It's not a game to any of
us. None of thisisagame.

And so when you guys come up here, just speak from
your heart and just tell them. Tell them about your
lifestyle. Tell them about when you go out there hunting.
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active.

Even myself, | went out and hunt. | shot caribou. |
went out with Albert. | went out with him and | trap with
him. When | see caribou, my heart just holds -- | mean, |
want those caribou to be around here many years more for
my grandchildren so they can learn, too. | don't want --
| don't want -- | don't want my kidsto feel like Lower
48. They have to buy buffalo to buy Native food for
themselves. | don't want to buy caribou on the farm. No
way. I'd rather hunt for it. I'd rather teach my kids.

I'd rather teach my grandchildren.

| sew. | sew caribou skin. | make alot of stuff
withit. | make livingwithit. | put food on the table.
That's what we do, all of us. And why are they disturbing
our caribou? That'sour life. | grew up withit. They
grew up withit. That'sall we know. Welearn. We go
out in theworld. | came back toit. Some of uswent out
in the world, and they came back. They'd rather stay
here. And one of you should try it. Try stay here one
year with us and maybe you will change your mind.

Thank you.

MR.JAMES JOHN: Don't be afraid to talk.
Stand in lineif you would like to talk.

MS. MARIE WILLOYA: Hello. (Speakingin
Gwich'in.) My nameis Marie John-Willoya, and I'm so
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1 happy that my brother spoke out. We have been waiting for 1 What we going to give them to eat? What if they don't

2 thisto speak out for our caribou. 1'm 58 years old now, 2 have no water to go? Yes, they are going to come into the

3 and my parents are Abraham John, Sr. and Dorothy John, and | 3 village because we got trees around us. If they don't see

4 they -- Martha Tritt and Ezias Tritt. She's the daughter 4 that, if they don't have that, there will be nothing. But

5 of Reverend Tritt, Albert Tritt, Sr. -- Albert Tritt. And 5 I'mtaking for my future, for kids, and they are the ones

6 my grandpa came from Birch Creek village. It's down on 6 that will be sitting there talking to you guys again over

7 theYukon River. Andwe live here, and they taught us. 7 and over, likewedid. Now I'm58. That'slike 48 years

8 And | always speak my language. | never really use or 8 standing here waiting. And I'm still standing, make my

9 hardly speak English because they taught mein my language | 9 pole stand with me as the caribou, what my brothers and my
10 inlife. 10 grandparents and my uncles and my aunties are fighting
11 Sometimes | think about people, how our kidsis going 11 for. Therearealot of them in Fort Y ukon down the Y ukon
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to go by. They ask us, and we have no answer for them
because they |ove the world out there. It's good life out
there. They liketo fish. They liketo hunt. They like
the fresh air, clean water, walk the clean ground. And
same thing with the caribou. They migrate. They migrate.
They got like arope on their trail. They arelike five
fingers going through. | bet you guys never seen that.
If you guys see that, you guys going to have tearsin your
eyes.

If you have kids, they got little calves and they
take care of their calvesto feeding ground. And when
they got awolf coming after them, just like we got wolves
coming after us, but we take care of the wolf. They
migrate, too.
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River. There'sawhole family of Alaskans, state of
Alaska. There'sawhole Gwich'in Nation.

Like | say, we have two rivers, down Tanana River.
That'strue. My grandmaisfrom down that river. Yes.
They fight for us because you guys fought for fishing.

What iswrong with the caribou? | want the question

asked. What do you have that you don't want that

caribou -- caribou to be calving ground up there. Make
protection for them. Protect them. They broke the trail.
Where else they going to go? How far do we have to go out
to get our food? Y ou see any roads going out down to the
city? No. Youfly up. You see how far we come. They
make rafts from upriver to come down to make a house with
their own bare hands. And I'm telling you this. Thisis
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But our people been struggling for amost since --
what, when | heard it's 1969. Yes. You guysgoing to
have a problem with 1002. What was 1002, we said? What
was 1002? What you are living on. What are you doing?
Who are you? That's what our parents taught usin
language, in life, in our own language. Never use English
because they know we could listen. Never got hit, never
got spanking because we listen. And that's how we felt to
be proud, and we are till proud, and we are brave.

And if you guys going to do all this, we are asking
you, do theright thing. Listen to the Gwich'in people.
Listen to other kids. Y our kids might be sitting here to
our grandkids years and years from now. I'll bet onit.
One of you, your kids going to be sitting down eating
caribou meat, will be happy, dancing with a good slipper,
having a good vest, good parka, everything you made out of
caribou. And all the bullsis our tools to use a caribou
stick. You can't use no other tools with that. Only
caribou can you use the tools to make askin. Yes, use
your leg, use thisleg, break it apart. That's our tools
to useto scrape askin. | don't know if you knew that,
either. That'swhy it's so -- so -- so sacred for usto
keep it, to have, to take care of like they take care of
us.

What if the moose are gone; what they going to eat?
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caribou life. They travel. Thank you.

MS. LILLIAN JOHN: I'm Lillian John, and
I'm 16 yearsold. | never thought this would happen. |
mean, | thought it would happen soon, but not that soon.
Thisearly spring | saw my first caribou up close, and my
friend [inaudible]. We didn't shoot the caribou. We just
stared at them, wanting to get close to them. But we
didn't. The adults and elders told us that someday well
be one of the council members and leaders, and I'll be
happy to do it and proud, mostly, because | want to fight
for my caribou. | want to support -- | want to do what
they are doing right now: Helping. | don't get why you
guys don't get that. Please don't drill. We don't need
this.

| love the caribou. | cook and | cut caribou meat

mostly during the winter. | loveit so much. Today this
morning | was really emotiona because | didn't know what
to say, but | dwayshad it in my head. | wanted to speak
up yesterday, but | didn't. But I'm doing it right now,
and I'm not scared. I'm not shy. And | know I'm young,
but | don't need this right now. Just you guys know once
again, | am 16 yearsold. | don't need this right now.
Weall don't need thisright now. Thank you. Mahsi'.

MS. SARAH JAMES: When | first testified
in Washington, D.C. back in 1988, | laid down the example
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1 of how we use caribou in a hearing place in front of all 1 al these good stuff from these very bright, educated
2 the senator and representatives, whoever was there. And | 2 people.
3 had to carry that over there and had to carry them back. 3 Back in bow and arrow day, we haverespect. Thisis
4 That's how much it meant to me at that time. Some of them 4 the bow and arrow day location for Gwich'in people where
5 areused one, old one, new one, and | show them all 5 the caribou travel, and that's where all the village was
6 around. | laid them out. 6 colonized into village because our parents got forced to
7 My nameis Sarah James. And I'm from Arctic Village, 7 build avillage and put it where we can survive. Arctic
8 Alaska. | grew up off theland. | don't even know how to 8 Village was one place that they put Arctic Village here
9 speak English when | was -- in 1950 | can remember until 9 because the treeline was here [indicating]. And now the
10 then. And when | was 13 yearsold, | still don't 10 tredineisall the way to Brooks Range. And that's due
11 understand English. When | first went to boarding school, 11 to more climate change, which is caused by fossil fuel
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there was alot of waste and alot of greed, and | still |
don't understand that.

Thisisamap made by the Gwich'in here. And thisis
the area -- they didn't even show us wherethisis at,
just -- just this map, whereitisin Alaska. You see
wherethered is? That's this map there. That'sthe
calving ground. It'snot -- it's-- it's (Speaking in
Gwich'in) sacred place where the life begin. And that's
the 1002, the red one. And on thismap -- I'm going to
hand it in to them. 1'm going to hand this back to them
so they can put that little map on it and so everybody
would know where the 1002 is at.

And then thisis amap we designed. | helped design
thismap. Thereisonly one new thing on this map is that

12
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burning. And that's been proved. But Trump is-- don't
believethat. Don't believe the scientists.

So back in bow and arrow day, we have healthy people.
We are strong, healthy and well-organized. People don't
die from disease or anything like that. Most of the time
people die because of old age to the point where they
carry them around. And that's how healthy our people was.
Everything was healthy. They couldn't even -- here right
now springtime, sun is coming back up. In those days,
they said it's so noisy that people have to yell at each
other. It's so noisy that state bird, what you call it,
ptarmigan, Alaska state ptarmigan was the most annoying
one. Itwaslikethis: (making sounds.) If you hear
that, over and over, it will be annoying, they said.
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oneline where the -- wherethe mountainisat. Thereis
avery limited coastal plain right here. It'savery

small coasta plain right here. And thereisamountain
here [indicating]. But if you look at the Prudhoe Bay
where al the darkness and all the rednessis at, that's
development. And that's a huge, huge coastal plain. And
Arctic Central herd used to be calving there at Prudhoe
Bay. They could move, and which they did. They moved
somewhere elseto calve. And they said, oh, those caribou
loveto rub against pipeline, which istrue. They like

the pipeline, which is true because in the springtime when
they arein that area giving birth, at the same time they
losing their old hair. They are getting new hair, and

they get very itchy, so they rub against the pipeline.

And the pipeline, to protect the pipeline, they grow
grass, clear cut around the pipeline to protect the
pipeline. And they like that grass, nice green grass to
feed. Sothat'swhy.

And then many workers says that oil is not being
reported, waste spill. When thereisiceroad thereis
aways spill. And if thereis ever oil spill in the
coastal plain, there is no technology in the world will
cleanit up. And then, you know, dig under the ground, it
can only go five miles, so that won't do them any good.

So don't be convinced. Don't be fooled when you hear
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So that's how it was. That's how we were. And we
were very good with our neighbor. They were good with us.
When they going to come, they don't hide their campfire.
Oh, we see the campfire. Somebody is comingin. When
they get here from Tlingit, Koyukon, Inupiat, Cree, al of
them, that's how they come in, with respect. And we throw
aparty for them. We trade and barter. But if they come
walking and sneaking in, hiding their smoke, then we push
them back. Same thing for us going over there. That's
how much respect we have for each other. And we should
keep that.

When we say that thisistribal land, thisis our
meeting and, you know, announce yourself, you know. Come
in and let us know you are coming in because thisis our
land. Thisiswherewelive. Thisiswhere -- where our
ancestors way back from bow and arrow live. Like many
people are saying, going to say that we -- they're going
to talk about birds and ducks. They're going to talk
about fish. They're going to talk caribou. (Speakingin
Gwich'in.) Sacred place where the life begin.

We sing a song Reverend I saac Tritt, Sr. showed us
and taught us. 1'd like to sing one of them before |
finish. Yeah. Beforel finish. So | get to sing, and
they can't cut me off.

And my name -- my name is Sarah James, and areally
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1 proud moment today, last two days, because | got my -- 1 runner. Well, anyway, that related to Niintsyaa.
2 they gave -- my people gave me the (Gwich'in) credential. 2 Andthen we -- you know. Well, anyway, we had -- so
3 It means I'm one of the spokesperson for Gwich'in Nation, 3 we had year 2016 gathering, so my brother help -- Eddie
4 for Arctic Village, Venetie and the whole Indian 4 James helped build Hero Park down there. So right here we
5 reservation. Our Native Village of Venetie Tribal 5 have meeting, we are going to have abreak. Anybody new
6 Government is 1.8 million acres, and thereis no 6 hereto Arctic Village, new to Alaska? Could take awalk
7 development onit. Our caribou useit. We keep it clean. 7 downthere. It wasameeting [indiscernible]. You could
8 We welcome people into our land and treat them very good, 8 hear it from there. So take alook. On this window we
9 and they leave happy. 9 have prayer day. We had eight bishops came up here. So
10 So | want to sing one song about raven. Raven was 10 they build asacred fire. We build a sacred fire when we
11 put on this earth to keep the earth clean. All the 11 built it at year 2016 and so -- for the prayer day, and
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animals got a special purpose to be here by the Creator.
And we respect them, and we are supposed to speak for them
because he did pick them -- they know their role. They
know what to do. And that's why -- that's how God put
them. If we keep everything the way that God made things,
things will be okay. We will have peace.

And so we honor Raven for keeping the earth clean.
And what we do is we have -- somebody shot a cariboul.
That'sastory. And he had to take it home to village or
to his camp or to -- back to where he -- so he had to pack
it. But he can't pack the whole caribou, so he left some
behind. And of course, who isthere? Raven, eating on
it, because that's what they do. And when he come back,
they flew away because they are scared of human. Human is
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there is sacred ashes down there. So if you guys want to
take sacred ashes home you could and start your own sacred
fire.

So 1988 was arebirth of our nation because our
border kept us apart for 150 years. And we got relatives
over there and some of the relatives from down here, and
they were all crying and praying, singing and getting to
know their -- it was like arebirth of the nation. And
they came into this community and say, we are going to do
the Indian way. We are going to do it before they got
here. And so they carve the [indicernible] that way and
they gave atalking stick. And they say, only talk with
the talking stick because thisis our way and we are going
to make that decision our way.
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our -- we are enemy to the human -- | mean, we are the
enemy to animal or life. Life, what | mean is plant,
water, land and life.

Weéll, anyway, so when they all run away, the hunter
picked up the rest of his meat and went home, and there
were some scraps there, some scraps here and there. They
comerushing in. So that's the last part of their meal.

So they all rushed in trying to get a piece of whatever
left over, clean it up. Sometimesthereisalot of them.
So that's what we describe when we dance and we honor
raven.

(A song was performed.)

Back in 1988 -- | talked about it yesterday and they
aready heard it, but the part | didn't put in there, I'm
going to put it in there. When once we educate people
from 1988, that's what our elderstold usto do. And they
chose four from Canada, four from U.S. to do that because
each tribal chief at that time, they were very busy with
their own tribal members. They were. And so they said --
they introduced that same -- that resolution they are
going to renew. Werenew it last -- 2016 here. We have
Gwich'in gathering every two years. And it's been renewed
every year. It'scalled Niintsyaa. That means --
Niintsyaaisteammates. And we used that long time ago
when we were in bow and arrow, and that's our -- for the
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So they chose four from U.S., four from Canadato go
forever and make that resolution work because it -- the
chief isthe one that introduced aresolution. They said
thisisreally good what's going on, but nobody knows
about us. And they think they are Inupiat. They think we
are Eskimo. They think that we are -- we don't exist.
Thereisonly Eskimo and we liveinigloo. And they don't
even know where Arctic Villageisat. They don't even
know Gwich'in. They don't even know the caribou.

So they say we have to educate them. And they said
once we say it's pretty country, thereislots of it, they
are going to start pouring. That's another threat.

That's another threat, traffic. And then they said okay.
Wegot it. Wewant to doitinagood way. Educate them,
which we did, and we did it very well. Now they know we
are Gwich'in, and the caribou, 1002, even, and Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge. | don't liketo call it ANWR
because it doesn't seem very important when it sounds
ANWR, so | say Arctic National Wild Refuge or Arctic
Refuge.

This has been introduced to the year 2016 Gwich'in
gathering two years ago. So thisis our talking stick for
Gwich'in gathering. So we did well, very well. We make a
lot of friends because thereis alot of good people. |
found out thereisalot of good people out there and,

Midnight Sun Court Reporters

(11) Pages 42 - 45





Coagtal Plain Oil and Gas L easing Program

Arctic Village May 24, 2018
Page 46 Page 48
1 listen, bad people. Thereis many of them out there. We 1 to -- they said they are going -- going to be up to
2 till had to go get them. And so we got them. And we got 2 defense department.
3 alot of friends. And thereis many of people our visitor 3 Another thing, | really want to finish up because
4 here are here because they help us get friends. But we 4 thereis many young people that want to talk. And one --
5 speak for ourself asatribal, as a human rights and that 5 onetenth of Arctic coast we are talking about. Only one
6 welive hereall thetime. Thisiswhere -- we didn't 6 tenth. And thisisonetenth. The only thing that's
7 come from nowhere. We are not going anywhere. We are 7 protected right now is Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
8 hereto stay. And | think we did pretty well. God put us 8 right hereinthislittle -- between the red and the
9 hereto take care of this part of the world, and we did. 9 Canada border, that's Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.
10 Wedid well. 10 Andif we can protect this whole thing, we are going to
11  They al say, where you come from? Where you come 11 protect one-tenth of Arctic coast. And Prudhoe Bay is
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from? Over the bridge? Under the bridge? No. God put
us here. Creator, God put us here. So back in 1950 they
threat the caribou then, too.

My grandpais Albert E. Tritt; my father Ezias James,
my mother, my sister Nina Russell, my other sister Dorothy
John, al the way down they -- they cook the caribou. And
I'm the last onein the family. So it better be kept.

So -- and now it's threatened big time by the Trump
Administration and the Republican administration. And
they control our government.

And therushing. And our lifeis-- have never been
rushed like that. We always live here and we are
(Gwich'in). Humble. Humble people. And we're also
Gwich'in. That means peoples. | mean, peopleis good.

12
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aready into this part of it, and they call that the
National Petroleum Reserve. That meansit will get into
development.

So we are only -- we are saving polar bear on this
end because polar bear isthreatened big time with the
climate change. Climate changeisreal. And that'sthe
only place the polar bear will be protected. And then we
got three species of bearsin therefuge: Black bear,
grizzly bear and polar bear. Only placeintheworld. So
we need to protect.

I know that one-third of oil owned by U.S. Things
just don't add up with me. It just don't do one and one
istwo. No. To meit's not because one -- one-third of
oil the United States own, they said. And even if we
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Withan S. And many -- many birds come there. Many,
many -- 150 different species of bird. I'm worried about
that one little bird that lives there al year-round up
there. Thereisahot spring up there, and that bird
livesin that hot spring. And once that oil get into that
tundra, it will seep into the tundra. It will get to that
little bird. So I'm worried about that.

There is one from North Pole -- | mean, South Pole.
They fly from South Pole, Arctic tern. And that's pretty
far. Soweworry about all those things, and we got story
on them just like we had -- I'm just saying the raven
story.

And we are not alone. We educate our people. We
educate the world. We are not alone. Now we got to tell
them that we also have a government, which is Native
Village of Venetie Tribal Government. We take care of the
caribou, and thereisalot of Gwich'in government. All
15 villages have government. And we already have requests
to join from Fort Y ukon and two other villages. There are
some -- | got aletter that said they will join. So some
down Lower 48, the plains Indians, they know what happened
to them. We don't have to tell the story of them.

Many things save us aong the way. Boy, when the war
started, | thought, oh, we lost. But we didn't. There
was Gulf War. And then | thought -- | thought they going
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drill everything we got, we are not going to meet our
energy need the way we are using it. That don't add.

And then we -- where we are talking about is windy
and breezy al thetime. That's where that vegetation
comeout. And that's the only safe place and healthy
place and quiet place to have their calf. And that's why
they go up there. And if we do gas and oil development,
that's going to be gone. All the predators up therein
the foothills raising their young. And caribou are on the
coastal plain and | think -- they can't go up in the
foothills. It'stoo cold and there are predators up
there. And if they do go up high, it'stoo cold and
there'snofood. Soit just don't add up. And thereis
wind there al thetime. That will take care of it. And
there isawave coming in from the ocean. That will take
care of it. That's alternative energy. And we need to go
dternative. Let'sgo aternative. And | got to go
aternative.

Thank you.

MS. JEWELSGILBERT: Hello. (Speakingin
Gwich'in). I'm Jewels Gilbert and I'm from herein Arctic
Village. My parents are Cynthia Gilbert and Bruce
Martins. And my grandparents are Trimble and Mary
Gilbert. I'm Neetsaii Gwich'in from Vashraii K'oo. We
are the caribou people since the beginning of time. Our

Midnight Sun Court Reporters

(12) Pages 46 - 49





Coagtal Plain Oil and Gas L easing Program

Arctic Village May 24, 2018
Page 50 Page 52
1 maindietiscaribou. Without the caribou | don't think 1 And ushunterslike Jerrald and David and all the others,
2 wewill survive. Not just us, other animals and birds, 2 weadl live off the animals and we don't need to change
3 too. The 1002 areais sacred because of the calvings. 3 their route. | don't speak for just me, but the youth of
4 I think thisisareal sensitiveissue. The oil 4 Arctic and Venetie. Thank you.
5 companies, when they drill, they will destroy land, water 5 MR. ISIAH WIEHL: Hi. I'mlsiah, and I'm
6 air, and animals. Everything they are saying that they 6 15. | didn't write any speeches, but | guess I'll make
7 will not do to damage our 1002 areais not true. We know 7 oneupright now. But like al the other people say, we
8 because they have done the drilling all over the world. 8 do live off our -- off our land, but we don't get our food
9 Thisisthelast frontier. It'sjust going to be a 9 fromthestore. That'sjust extra. We get food from the
10 disaster waiting to happen. We don't want to live off of 10 land, from the caribous.
11 oil companiesand their money. We want to continueliving {11  And| don't know what elseto say. But the thing

NNNNNNRERR R R BB
O RWNRPROOO®NO®UMWN

off of what we have. We will continue to thrive on what
we have, which isour traditions, our lands, our ways of
life.

Ever since | wasalittle girl, my grandparents, they
always cook our traditional foods and they fed me well,
telling stories. That's most precious memories I'm very
blessed to have. | want to continue that in the future.
That's the blessing and joy | want to have for my children
and my grandchildren.

Caribou meat has been our daily food, and al | have
been hearing is nothing but bad things about oil companies
trying to take our land and culture. From the bottom of
my heart, | don't think it'sright. | cry about it and |
go to my room and pray about it. Thisiswho we are, the
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that's happening right now, | don't likeit. 1'm thinking
that it's going to ruin our culture, our life. And we
need to passit on to the kids. Even me, passit on to
the next generation of life, but -- yeah. Thank you.

MR.ISIAH BOYLE: Hi. I'mIsiah Boyle.
I'm from Circle and Venetie. And | wanted to say oil and
gas drilling and accompanying air, water and noise
pollution will turn the existence of water, life and
harmless indigenous peopl e that rely on ecosystems and our
subsistence way of life.

MR. JOE BALASH: Five-minute break.

(A break wastaken.)

MS. TONYA GARNETT: Isthere any way we

can get the transcript so we can read it and give you guys
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lands, animals and everything around us. It'slike our
other halves. It'slike you are destroying part of us.

That's what makes us feel drained when we hear about the
issue of the 1002 area.

For the past couple of months before school ended, |
worked with the little one, our next generation. |
explained to them about -- | explained to them of who we
are, where we came from and why we are till here. They
shed tears of joy, not wanting to throw that away. They
are proud of who we are. We are proud of who we are.
They were scared to think that this oil company is more
important than our way of life.

If you want proof to know how long we have been here
and to know how long we have lived off the caribou, there
are caribou fences surrounding our villages and throughout
our Gwich'in Nation. In Old Crow, Y ukon, Canada
researchers found arrowheads and caribou bone tools made
by our people over 25,000 years ago. That's our proof
that we lived on the caribou for thousands of years.

Thank you for your time. Thank you.

MR. CHRISTOPHER STRICKLAND: Helo. I'm
Christopher Strickland. I'm from Arctic and Venetie. |
just wanted to say if you open up the 1002 of ANWR, there
is ahigh chance that you are going to kill off the
animals or change the route of the caribou and the birds.
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edits or corrections?

MR. JOE BALASH: We will answer you when
Nicole comes back.

MS. KAREN MOURITSEN: Sheknows.

MS. FAITH GEMMILL-FREDSON: I just want to
say welcome to our visitors and even the newcomers today .
Welcome to our community. My nameis Faith
Gemmill-Fredson. I'm Neetsaii Gwich'in, Pit River and
Wintoo [ph]. | wasraised herein Vashraii K'oo. Thisis
my community. My mother is Fannie Gemmill. Her father is
Abel Tritt. And her mom, my grandmother, was Helen
Cochran, and my great grandfather is Albert Tritt and
great grandmother, Sarah Tritt. I'm just going to say my
mom's side of my lineage since | was raised here as
Neetsaii Gwich'in. And | was raised knowing our
Neetsaii Gwich'in culture, values and way of life.

When | was growing up in this community, even from
the time we were very young, every fall the caribou
migrates back here to this mountain over here called
Dachanlee. And we wait for them to come back from the
calving grounds. Our people are waiting and watching.
Over there we can watch and see when they start coming.
And when they come, we have protocol, cultural protocol.
The leaders have to come and pass. Once they pass, then
it's our time to go up to the mountain.
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1  Weall go up to the mountain, and there is campsites 1 And at that time we are in the camp and when they bring
2 dl over that mountain that are set up. And familiesare 2 the meat, we take care of it. We cut it up. We put aside
3 onthe mountain and ready to start hunting caribou to 3 the partsthat are only for eldersto eat. There are some
4 support ourselves for the winter. It'savery sacred 4 partsthat young women are not supposed to eat. We teach
5 time, and it's a very important time for our people. It's 5 our young women that. And once we put aside those parts,
6 one of the most important times of our community. 6 thereismeat that's sent down to the community for
7  The Porcupine caribou herd isvital to our cultural 7 familiesthat need it. And then whatever isleft in the
8 way of life. We use every part of the animal to meet our 8 camp, we cut it and we have drying racks and we dry and
9 needs. Inthe past, even our homes were made from caribou 9 smoke our meat. And that's going to feed our family all
10 hides. But now we still use bones to make cultural tools, 10 winter. And at that time, alot of teachings are being
11 and we still use the hides for many articles of clothing, 11 taught from the mothers and the grandmothers to the young
12 cultura clothing. Huntinginitself isacultural 12 women.
13 practice. At the timewhen the herd isin our territory, 13  Sothecaribouisnot just our food. It'snot just
14 we practice many of our own spiritual beliefsthat have 14 our culture. It'sapart -- it'savital component of the
15 been taught to us and handed down generation to generation |15 socia fabric of our community. All these teachings are
16 from our ancestors; thereby, we are spiritually bound to 16 taught when we are out on the land.
17 the caribou, too. 17  And then one of our young men spoke yesterday talking
18  Wehaveacreation story. In our creation story it's 18 about how we can't afford to live without the caribou.
19 said that there was once a time when there was just 19 You gotoour store, look at the prices. You can't feed
20 animals. And in our story, the animals had human 20 your family onthat all year, unlessyou are a
21 characteristics. They were like human beings. And then 21 millionaire. And | don't see no millionairesin here.
22 there was a split between the animal nation and us where 22 Thecaribouis essential to the economic well-being of our
23 we -- where human beings were created. In our story it's 23 people. We have to have the caribou as our subsistence to
24 said that we came from the caribou. Gwich'in came from 24 feed our families because we can't afford what's sent up
25 thecaribou. And at that time when that split happened, 25 herefrom outside. We won't survive without it. Inour
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the caribou and the Gwich'in made an agreement that from
that time on, the caribou would always retain a part of
the Gwich'in heart, and the Gwich'in would always retain a
part of the caribou heart. So we are one and the samein
aspiritual way with the caribou.

And thisis no different than the plains tribes and
the buffalo. And you know what happened when the buffalo
were wiped out. That's the same relationship our people
have with the caribou.

The herd also represents an important facet of the
social fabric of our community. That time when we are on
the mountain to hunt, that's the time when many teachings
are taught to our young people. And there are certain
rolesfor people. Men have their roles. Women, we have
our roles. Men, they are the providers of the community.
They are our hunters. And some of them are taught from
the time they arejust small. They can't even hold agun
yet, but they are taught. They are taught how to
respectfully take the animal, how to give proper respect
for what they take, to only take what we need to feed our
communities and to do it in away that's respectful to the
land and giving proper thanks. And we have al other --
many other teachings, but that's part of it.

For the women, we take care of our homes, our
families. We are the backbone of our families, the women.
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little communities, we don't have large grocery stores.

Andit'snot just caribou. It'sall the other
animals. We haveto live our subsistence way of life to
survive here. The pricesthat are added on just because
of the cost of freight istoo high for us to depend on
anything else. So acritical part of our food security is
at threat. How are you guys going to replace that? You
can't replace that.

And then -- and there are others that are going to
speak to that more, but | just wanted to paint a picture
of how our community, our people, the Gwich'in Nation --
and we are anation. Thereis 15 Gwich'in communities,
northeast Alaska, northwest Canada. And all our
communities are strategically located to accommodate the
Porcupine caribou herd. Half of our communities are going
to beignored in this process because they are in Canada.
That's not right. We are one people, one nation. And
then the other half are being ignored now in this process.
They are Gwich'in. They are al impacted just like us.
And they need to be part of scoping. And they need to be
part of the process. You can't shut out half of us; more
than half, actually.

So the Porcupine caribou herd is critical to our
physical, cultural, spiritual, social and economic needs.
And growing up in this community, our elders, they have
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1 aways uplifted our way of life and taught our people to 1 Alaskaaone, some of the effects of climate change, we
2 haverespect for the land and value the land. Money is 2 seealtered weather patterns. We can't predict the
3 short-term. It's not going to last, nor will it provide 3 weather anymore. More severe storms, erosion of coastal
4 for usforever. A job isshort-term, but away of lifeis 4 areas, greater precipitation, thawing permafrost. The
5 forever. Our landisforever. That's what our elders 5 ground isliterally melting beneath us. Melting seaiice,
6 taught us. 6 receding glaciers, increased spruce bark beetle, increased
7 | remember sitting in the meetings and the elders 7 and severeforest fires. Theland isliterally burning up
8 talking about this. They said, money isnot for us. Our 8 in the summertime where communities have to be emergency
9 land will always be here for us. And they always stress 9 evacuated because of these fires. Declining fish
10 for usto have respect, respect for the land because it's 10 populations, migratory habitat, destructions of key
11 how welive. 11 subsistence resources like the caribou, destruction of all
12  Weareonly sovereignif we are ableto live and be 12 natura cyclesof life. Thisishappening. Thisisreal.
13 whoweare. We are only sovereign if we govern ourselves 13  Andit'shappeningin Alaska. We seeit because we
14 based upon our own values and teachings of our people. We |14 liveclosetotheland. Any changesto the land, we are
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are only sovereign if the land that provides for us and
that we are entirely dependent upon is intact and
protected. We have areciprocal relationship with the
land since forever. The Creator gave us this place and
this herd, which iswhy we're here today speaking to you.
Wefollow Creator's laws. It'sin our blood, natural law.
The western value and system, the values and system
of the western ways have forgotten the original laws of
Creator. And now we see the threats to humankind itself.
Talk to any indigenous community anywhere around the
world. We have prophesies about this time when humankind
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thefirst onesthat seeit. And we have been telling
Congress for over 40 years about climate change and why
they shouldn't drill in the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge. We warned Congress about it.

But these impacts of climate change are leading to
loss of subsistence resources and our rights as indigenous
peoples. Relocation of some communities -- some
communities are actually on awaiting list right now
that -- these are coastal communities, and they are going
to be forced to rel ocate because of climate change where
they areliteraly caving off into the ocean and no one
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starts taking and taking and taking too much from the
earth and not alowing the earth to replenish itself.

And that's what we are doing with fossil fuels. And
now what's the result? Climate change. Catastrophic
climate change. And | know thereisalot of deniers
about climate change and the cause of climate change
within the Trump Administration, but most scientists --
all the top scientists around the world have stated that
the major human cause of emissions that are resulting in
global warming is fossil fuels, the burning of fossil
fuels. It'sahuman cause. We are the ones creating this
situation. And | want to go on record saying that, to
challenge the climate deniers because you can't deny it
anymore.

Look at all the hurricanes. Look at all of these
massive storms that are happening all around the world
right now. That's because of climate change. So human
beings have caused this because we have taken and taken
and taken from the earth too fast and too much without
giving the earth time to heal. And what isit for?

Profit.

And as| look at this process and | think about this
issue, you guys are asking my people to sacrifice who we
arefor profit. Andthat ain't right.

But | want to go back to climate change. Herein
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wants to foot the bill. The State won't foot the bill.
The Feds won't foot the bill. The oil companies aren't
going to pay for it. That's what's happening. And it
ain't right where indigenous peoples are going to be
climate refugees in their own homeland. Thisistheir
homeland, our homeland. Thisis our land.

So governments around the world are talking about
global climate change, and the U.S. is not agreeing to
stop what we are doing. We are not playing fair with
global governments by continuing our policy, business as
usual, drill it al. So around the world thereis
actually going to be climate refugees that are going to
start coming to countries. And are we going to open the
doorsto them?

So climate change, to me, is one of the biggest
issues why it's not wise to drill the last five percent of
Alaska's only Arctic coast that's still protected. That's
what the Arctic refugeis. It'sthe last five percent
that's still protected. 95 percent is open to oil and gas
development. That doesn't make sense. That's not wise to
just take everything.

Thereis areason why people like my people arein
thissituation in Alaska. And | want to talk about it
because some people don't understand about what happened
up here. There were laws that were put into place that
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1 impact the rights of indigenous people, and to this day we 1 of asudden became their assets and they were forced into
2 arestill dealing with them. And the one law that | 2 aposition of partnering with companiesto develop their
3 readlly want to talk about which creates this situation we 3 assets.
4 arein-- andit'sone of our greatest challenges as 4 But not our tribes. Our tribes, especialy here, we
5 indigenous peoples -- and it's the Alaska Native Claims 5 own everything. We opted out. Arctic Village and Venetie
6 Settlement Act. 6 opted out of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act
7  TheUnited States Congress unilaterally passed the 7 because we value the land.
8 AlaskaNative Claims Settlement Act in 1971, and the 8  And another thing with ANCSA was -- it was put forth
9 reason wasto legitimize U.S. ownership and governance 9 to eliminate aborigina title to our ancestral
10 over indigenous peoples, our lands, and to access our 10 territories, to access and exploit our resources,
11 resources. Under ANCSA, for-profit Native corporations 11 assimilate Alaska Natives, incorporate us into awestern
12 were established, along with village corporations. And 12 vaue system, but ultimately it was put into place to
13 those corporations are the ones that partner with these 13 divide and conguer Alaska Native people because throughout
14 companies when it comes to resource extraction in our 14 thisentire state, thisfight is happening everywhere, all
15 territories. 15 over the state of Alaska. You have tribes that are
16  The sole purpose of acorporation is profit at al 16 standing up to defend these places because they are
17 cost. A corporation does not look out for the health and 17 worried about the health and well-being of their people,
18 well-being of the people; whereas, atribe, atribe's 18 and you have Native corporations wanting to drill the same
19 purposeisto look out for the health and well-being of 19 place. And that isadivisive tactic that was put into
20 the people. 20 place through ANCSA to divide and conquer Alaska Native
21  That act basically took the land from the rightful 21 peoples.
22 owners, the tribes, and transferred it over to 22 So when you hear there is division between Gwich'in
23 corporations that they created under the act. And so up 23 and Inupiat, that'sthe division. Thereisdivision
24 therein therefuge, thereis acorporation that's all for 24 between tribes and corporations, but | have alot of
25 development because that's their bottom line. They area 25 Inupiat friends that are from there, and they don't want

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP

NNNNNNRERRRRR R B B
O RWNRPROOO®NO®UMWNLEO

Page 63

business. Their purposeis profit. They have no other
purpose. So you are not going to hear about health. You
are not going to hear about the well-being of the people
from them because that's not part of their mandate. They
arejust a business.

And | want to state that clearly because alot of
times in these processes when there is
government-to-government meetings, the government entities
try to meet with the corporation and say the corporation
isthe voice of the people. The corporation is not the
voice of the people. The corporation isjust a business.
The tribes are the people. That's the true voice of the
people, and that's the only ones that government officials
should be having government-to-government meetings with is
only the tribes. Nothing else. I've seenit, and | want
to make sure that that doesn't happen in this process.

| want to talk alittle bit about ANCSA alittle bit
more. It was also put into place to assimilate Native
people away from our own values and put usin to run these
corporations. So here we are, people that live on the
land, that value the land, that love the land, that take
care of theland. All of asudden this act was passed and
now that person has to run a business and succeed or they
could have been bought out or sold to another corporation.
So those corporations had no choice because the land &l
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it developed. But their corporation has overpowered their
voice and is the one that's recognized and speaking out.
And I've heard that thereis nearly half of the community
up there that has gone on record in a petition saying they
don't want to drill that place. So | hope they speak up
tomorrow when you all go up there because they are just
likeus. They are worried about their own subsistence
resources, too.

The reason | wanted to talk about ANCSA is because |
wanted to make sure you understood why Alaska Natives are
in this situation and that it's not by choice. We didn't
choose that, and we were not allowed to vote on it or have
asay at that time. And it's something that our people,
indigenous peoplesin Alaska, are going to have to deal
with in the future to try to correct awrong that was done
tous. It wasan injustice that was done to Alaska Native
peopl es because we should not even have to go through what
we are going through today. And that's why we arein this
situation.

And so what's happening throughout the state, there
is Native corporations, the State, these companies, they
target indigenous homelands and see our lands as away to
create profit for themselves without thinking about our
people and what we are going to lose. That's what's
happening all over the state. ThereisInupiat that are
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1 fighting for the ocean to protect their way of life. 1 Put amoratoriumin place. That would protect our
2 There are Athabascans in southern Alaska fighting mines to 2 communities from climate change and the impacts that we
3 protect their way of life. Eveninour own -- in our own 3 aredready seeing. That would protect our people and
4 territory we had to fight to keep oil companies out of the 4 alow usto continue to be who we are as Gwich'in and live
5 southern refuge, and we are fighting up here to protect 5 our way of life aswe aways have.
6 thecalving grounds. 6 In discussion of the time line yesterday, the
7 So thereis all these fights happening all over the 7 department officials requested our people to tell you all
8 dtate, just like how my people are standing up and 8 when it would not be harmful to drill in calving grounds.
9 fighting. Tribes are standing up and fighting to protect 9 Thereisno timeit's not going to harm the caribou. You
10 their lands from development because development isgoing |10 can't drill thereat all. Thetundra, if thereisone
11 to harm and violate our human rights. It's going to 11 spill that's going to seep into the tundra and get locked
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violate our lands and territories, our health and
well-being at atime when we are in climate crisis. It
doesn't make sense to me that our people even have to
fight while globally everyoneisin climate crisis.

On thisissue there has been no free prior and
informed consent, I'm sure, in this case. The United
States is a signatory to the declaration on the rights of
indigenous peoples. And this declaration gives indigenous
communities the rights to say no to any development that
threatens their people. And the U.S. signed that.

So right now, as you move forward with this, you hear
our people. We are saying no. You guysarein violation
as signatoriesto that, and you are violating the human
rights of the Gwich'in people. The U.S. government is
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in, then when the snow melts, that's what the caribou is
going to eat, and their young. Thereis no time that's
ever safeto drill in that calving grounds.

The U.S. Congress passed this tax bill on thisissue
that's been debated for over 40 years. It isone of the
most contentiousissues in Congress. And thistax hill
didn't allow any debate or merit on theissueitself. And
with that happening, that shut out the American public and
railroaded this through, and now you guys are trying to
rush this processon us. That's not leadership.

If the U.S. Congress wants to drill in the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge, put the issue back on the table
and let Congress debate the merits of it because every
time they have debated the merits of the issue, it's
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also asignatory to the international treaty and agreement
on the conservation of the Porcupine caribou herd, calving
and post-calving grounds. So as the Trump Administration
moves forward, the U.S. isin violation of that

international treaty.

When | think about these issues and | think about the
indigenous peoplesin the state and how we are just
fighting so hard to protect our subsistence resources and
rights, and when | talk to elders and people throughout
the state, what's the solution? Thereisa solution.
Thereisan adternative. And it'stotally applicablein
our communities and throughout the state of Alaska and
applicable in the United States. We have the technology
for good energy, clean energy that would protect the
health and well-being of the people. We don't even need
places like the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. Thereis
other energy resources that would protect the rights of
communities that could be put in place instead. That's
what should be done, not take the last five percent that's
still there.

I would recommend a moratorium on all new exploration
for qil, gas and coal as afirst step towards the fulll
phaseout of fossil fuels with ajust transition to
sustainable jobs, energy and environment. And | want that
on record. Stop drilling places that are protected now.
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aways been voted down. What they have doneisjust rush
this process and pushed it on us. And in this hastiness,
mistakes are going to be made, and that's going to cause
harm. Y ou need to slow down and you need to treat our
peopleright. You have the opportunity to do it right.

And | believethat there is a leeping giant in the
United States, and they are going to rise up. People are
starting to awaken. And more people are going to start
standing up behind our nation again. 70 percent of the
American public did not want drilling there.

So those are the things | have been thinking about,
listening in the meetings. In my commentstoday | just
want to strongly support the requests of our tribal
governments, too, everything that they said yesterday.
They requested the scoping comment period be extended for
62 days. | support that. We want more scoping hearings
to be held in al the Gwich'in villages that will be
impacted. That's the only proper way to go forward. We
reguest trandation services, not just oral, but written.
English is a second language to our people.

And we had questions about the 810 review. We want
to make sure that you undertake the most intensive and
comprehensive ANILCA Section 810 review ever conducted,
including evaluation notice hearings. Y ou must also
include critical subsistence migrating species besides
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1 caribou, such as waterfowl and other species. And at a 1  Theother thing | want to talk about is the community
2 minimum, hearings should be held in al of our communities 2 and public health. | used to work up north for, like,
3 for the 810 review, too. And then we also request that 3 four yearsworking in the clinic. Asitinerary travel
4 when you initiate the process on Section 106 of the NHPA, 4 from villageto village, | see alot of health issues, the
5 wewant -- in addition to our governments, we reguest you 5 health issues that we don't even have in our community. |
6 invite all Gwich'in governments, too, and communities for 6 see patients with respiration problem. | see people with
7 that process. Those were most of the requests of our 7 mental health problem that we don't have.
8 communities yesterday. 8 | asked that question to one of the elders up there.
9  AndlI thank you for allowing the three that requested 9 She said before the oil company came, we had a healthy
10 to become cooperating agenciesto be today. So | thank 10 life, but now look around. Asfar asyou could seg, it's
11 you for that. 11 just al you could seeis ail rigs everywhere. And she
12 Andfinadly, I just want to go on record and register 12 said, thisiswhat happened. My husband died of cancer.
13 my objection to drilling or leasing the coastal plain of 13 And my kids, my grandkids have mental health problems.
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S

the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge because I'm a mother

And she said, all these are created when the oil company

15 and I'm agrandmother, and | want my kidsto live the way 15 came.
16 of lifethat we have always had. They have aright to 16  And the other thing | was thinking about isthat up
17 that. They havearight to clean air, clean water and 17 at that 1002 area where our -- the birthing -- where the
18 thisland that provides for them. That'swhy | object to 18 caribou migrate to and where they give birth, you know,
19 what's happening. Thank you. 19 thereis probably a special food that's there that they go
20 MS. MYRA THUMMA: My nameisMyraThumma. |20 to that attract them. And what kind of plant is that
21 | should say (Speaking in Gwich'in.) My nameisMyra 21 that'sdoing that? Isthat the area where the drilling
22 Thumma. My grandparents are Donnie Roberts and Nina 22 will be at? If that happens -- | mean, these plants has
23 Roberts from Venetie on my mother's side, and my dad is 23 tobestudied. If that happens, the caribou will
24 Noah Peter. He'sfrom here. 24 migrate -- they will just be separate.
25  And | wasthinking about my grandma. Grandmawas a 25 | mean, thisisaplacethat it'sjust sacred, a
Page 71 Page 73
1 beautiful woman, a hard-working woman. She just don't sit 1 place our caribou go to stay around giving birth. | mean,
2 around. She's always cooking, providing, walking out in 2 that'saredly -- | mean, I'm just thinking about it and
3 the-- inthe willows, setting rabbit snares. Sheis 3 | said, wow, | mean, we know as the Gwich'in we are not
4 redly ahard-working -- | mean, she sews, beads, provides 4 even supposed to go up there. We are not even supposed to
5 for thewhole families. My mom, my auntie, they all got, 5 disturb that area. And that's how we were brought up.
6 like, eight, nine kids, but she's always there. And this 6 And that's how we know it. | mean, | just -- | just
7 iswho | have for my role model. 7 know -- | mean, it just gives me the -- my heart just
8 | dso, myself, isahunter. | loveto goout. | 8 breaks, you know, think about al these -- | mean, for --
9 probably shot, like, three moose because, you know, in 9 for our lifeit's really important, that I'm just thankful
10 Venetie, you know, we had to go out into the mountain to 10 that we asthe Gwich'in, we speak one voice. We stand
11 get caribou, but every time we hear thereisacaribouin 11 with each other.
12 Arctic Village, people back home are happy becauseweknow |12  And thisis-- you know, no other -- | mean, if you
13 that we are going to get meat from our relatives here. 13 livein thecity, thereis nowhere that you could just go
14 And that's how we take care of each other. Thisiswho we 14 into somebody's house and they offer you food and stuff.
15 are. Andthisistheonly lifel know because | was born 15 Herewe dl livetogether. We al know each other. If
16 here, | wasraised here, and I'm still here. And that 16 I'mhungry, I'll go downto Alan, and | just goinand
17 will not be taken away from me, with my kids and my 17 help myself. We can't do that in the city. Sothisisa
18 grandkids. 18 bond that we have as Gwich'in. And that's what we are
19  AndlI aso serve on the Native Village of Venetie, 19 fighting for.
20 and | not only speak for myself, but | speak for my 20  Andwhat will happen to the water and air that will
21 people, too. Because we got oil and gas development 21 impact? And even when they build the roads and it will be

NN NN
a b~ WN

impact, there will be a harmful impact to the land, the
air, our subsistence way of life, aso on our social and
cultural resource, especially for Alaska Natives,
including the Gwich'in.
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access to anybody that will comein and go hunting, and
that will happen. And people will start coming in more
and more. And | mean, al this stuff that you guys need
to think about because here in our community we live
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1 peacefully. | mean, it'squiet. 1 rounds, you could probably get at least ten caribou. Or a
2 Youguysare-- some of you are probably wondering, 2 box of shotgun shells for waterfowl, ducks, geese, you can
3 man, these people are poor. No, we are not. We have our 3 get, like, five, ten times more than that one little
4 land. We have our identity. We have our way of life. 4 steak. And that steak is probably only made for one
5 And we are happy. We are happy people. Weare. Weare 5 person. And besidesme, | got afamily of six. So that
6 pushing our children to get educated. | have two 6 steak won't last too long.
7 granddaughters, and | realy show them, | mean, to have 7  Onelittle box of macaroni and cheese or bag of rice
8 respect, and they are -- | mean, my granddaughter, she 8 costsan arm and aleg. But wetry and make it stretch
9 said, Grandma -- she went back to Anchorage with her mom. 9 and do what we cando. Anditisvery sacred. It'sa
10 Shesaid, Grandma, who is going to cook Native food for 10 sacred place up there. It means alot probably to
11 me? And| said, well, | can cook like something every 11 everybody, not only here, but everywhere else. Thereisa
12 week and send it down there. She said okay. 12 lot of people standing up speaking up for us. And it
13  Thereare so many -- our tribal members are saying 13 meansalot.
14 that we have alot of species, we have alot of wolves, 14  Andlikel was saying, thereis people like my
15 you know, waterfowl and all that. All those needs to be 15 grandfather, Abraham, Jimmy John, all of them, Darryl,
16 studied. How are they going to be impacted? And -- and | 16 he's cooking outside, they all taught me since | was their
17 just want to say that when we do -- when you guys do the 17 age. And now it's up to meto do -- teach the younger
18 EIS, you know, you really got to look at the health 18 ones as they were teaching me, like their grandfathers
19 impact, how it will impact, affect our -- the people and 19 taught them.
20 also the plants and animals. Those are very important. 20 | don't only shoot caribou for the village. | shoot
21 Wadll, thank you for your time. 21 caribou for people in Venetie or Fort Y ukon and Fairbanks.
22 MR. DANIEL TRITT: My nameis Danid Tritt 22 They try to pay me, but no, I'd rather get and send it,
23 from Arctic Village, and welcome to Vashraii K'oo. The 23 pay thefreight and everything. Sometimesit's tough.
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caribou means alot to al of us, as everybody has been
saying. And asyou guys been saying, my two little
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Sometimesit's easy. But look, we are still here. We are
till getting the caribou. We are still fighting standing
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daughters that are walking around, just recently |
cooked -- | cooked a caribou leg. They came up to me,
Daddy, Daddy, candy? | think if | bring them down to the
storeand | put that caribou head, or say | make fry meat,
they will probably pick that other than the candy. Y eah.
They awayslikeit. We don't even give them juice or --
just drink straight water. We put juicein front of them.
They will probably take the water.

But ever since that first gathering in 1988, | was --
my youngest daughter right there, | was her age running
around like what she's been doing. And she's only four.
Right now I'm 33. And since | was nine yearsold, |
became a provider for many people. My grandfather, Alan
Tritt, he's the one that bringing me out since my youngest
one there, she was two.

Ever since then | have been -- people have been
calling me up from even down states asking me for some dry
meat. They try to pay me money, but the money that they
will give me, it won't -- it won't -- | don't take it
because to provide -- it's out there. It'sfree. Wejust
got to go, have patience and get it. And for one box of
shells, it'slike 28, 30 bucks. And you try and buy a
steak from the store down here or from anywhere else, that
steak probably cost us as much as that box, box of shells.
It's only 20 rounds, but if you think about it, and 20
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up. It'slike that song Sarah sang earlier. | became a
leader for traditional dancers since | was probably ten
yearsold. And ever sincethen, | just -- when she sang
it, it just make me proud and think it made me proud of
who | am, where | come from.

Because if you look around, there is no other place
that's going to look like Arctic Village. We call it,
like, paradise. Y ou go out in the wilderness, you go up
on the mountain, | don't know if you want to come back.
You will probably say | don't want to come back. | just
want to stay, come back in a couple days.

And just a couple months ago, | took my family out.
Y ou know what my daughter said whenever she seen it?
Look, Mommy, caribou. And my other daughter, Jenny, look,
candy, mmm.

First time | took her out, it was not too long ago,
and there was caribou up here on the lakes up toward the
mountain, and that caribou was standing there. And my
girlfriend was, like, be quiet. Don't move. Daddy is
going to shoot. | shot. Mommy, caribou fall like candy?
Then there is more coming. Mommy, look, all that candy.
Just -- they are the onesthat | provide for and for
whoever else. If | had the dry meat right now, | giveit
to my daughters and they will giveit to you and they will
say here, candy. Eat num-num. Y eah.
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1 I have been doing hunting since | wastwo. And yeah, 1 and hiskids. Thereis Martha James. Martha Tritt,
2 | doitall since-- | got two boys, too, that one of them 2 maiden name. Isaac Tritt, Sr., my father. He'smy
3 just shot their first one last year. Look, Dad, | shot 3 father, my late father. And thereisthree other ones.
4 him. He'sover there. Where? Right there. Yeah, every 4 ThereisAbel Tritt, Paul Tritt, George Tritt. Weall
5 time| bring them out or | -- somebody else shoot caribou 5 came from our ancestors, our grandparents. And |
6 and | bring it by, who shot it, oh, Uncle Gerald or Bobba 6 purposely wore this shirt that says Maggie Gilbert and
7 Charlie or Grandpa Allo. Oh, Dad, | just want you to 7 James Gilbert, and they aso are my family, my
8 shoot it. 8 grandparents.
9 But another oneisthe ducks. Go out every year. 9  Andasyou see, my people here, my family, they are
10 Every spring we wait al year, all winter. And when they 10 all my brothers and sisters. We all came from the same
11 come, they come, and then they go with -- we have fun. So 11 generation. Andwe al live on caribou. Welive on
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right now there is probably a couple guys out there. They
stay out there sometimes a couple weeks, at least, or
more. But | have been going out hunting pretty much all
my life. We used to go up -- go upriver, stay up there.
We go up there as soon as theice go out. We stay up
there. We get what -- if we get caribou -- if we see
caribou we get them. Mainly go for fish and ducks.

And we stay up there all summer. It seemslike one
or two guys come back, get supplies. We will stay up
there. Come back probably alittle bit before school
startsin August, first week of August. But we don't want
to go to -- say Mom, Mom, Dad, can you excuse us? We want
to go up to the mountain. We will go straight up there.
Change our clothes, get new socks and everything. We will
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whitefish. Welive on trouts. We live off our land. We
don't go to the store. Y ou buy steak, that's 15 bucks.

One time a hunter came up to me and he said, | don't want
to buy $15 steak. | want to buy $30 gun shells. I'll get
more caribou with that.

So here we are standing peacefully, respectfully. We
are al Gwich'ins and we are proud to be Gwich'ins. And
we speak from our heart because we respect our elders.

So | will start off, and you guys can follow. And
this song, my dad taught Sarah. And we started in
1975, '4, as| remember. Half of the Gwich'in dancers are
laying down there sleeping. They are very strong like we
are aswe are standing here now. So | will start off with
the caribou song.
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camp out up there until freeze-up, which isthe first

week, second week of September. We come out and get the
ground squirrel, shoot some caribou. We do what we can
while we can.

Even in the middle of winter, get 40, 50 below, if
the freezers are empty, nothing in the fridge, get
caribou, and that will supply usfor at least a couple
weeks. And whoever else needs meat, tell them come up,
get alittle piece, or | cook soup, make fry meat and
rice. Oh, boy, they are all up then.

But yeah, I'm pretty -- pretty nervous. Welcome to
Arctic Village. And you guys are aways welcome. Come
back. | could go out and show you how it's -- how to do
it or how we -- how | have been taught. A couple weeks,
like last month | finally took out a -- these two people.

One of them was from -- | think it was Whitehorse, and the
other one was -- she was awoman from Florida that takes
pictures for National Geographic. | took them out.

Really sure to see my pictures on National Geographic.

But thank you for coming and come again whenever you
need to. All right. Thank you.

MS. DEBBIE TRITT-KENDI: (Speaking in
Gwich'in.) Inmy language | said | will start off with a
caribou song. As many as you guys heard, you guys heard
my grandfather's name, Reverend Albert Tritt. And his--
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(A song was performed.)

MS. DEBBIE TRITT-KENDI: (Speaking in
Gwich'in.) Inmy language | said my nameis Debbie
Tritt-Kendi, and | was born and raised in Arctic Village.
And my Indian nameis Treenahtsyaa. Happensto be with
thetears. And my dad's name is Reverend Isaac Tritt.

Y ou guys heard his name. Y ou guys heard Albert Tritt's
name. My mom's name, Naomi Tritt. Maiden name, Naomi
Peter.

And she died last year on May 23 with heart broken
because my son did awrongful thing, committed suicide.
That really hurt us. Every one of us got hurt. But as
you see, us here, we are happy for living off the land
like this. We go down to buy gas, it's $10 agallon. We
go to store to buy steak, it's 30 to $15.

And I'm married almost ayear now to a Canadian.

He's from Fort McPherson, and he's also Gwich'in. So my
point to thisis, as Gwich'in Nation, we are all one. We
areal inone. We go across the border, we have family
over there. They come over here, we are their family.

And as for these youth here, ook at them, beautiful
youth. Their next step isour side. They are going to be
beside us. They will be standing up there. They will be
fighting for what we are fighting for. And earlier | was
sitting outside, a smoke hit me, and | thought to myself,
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1 gee, you know what? 1'd rather smell campfire smoke 1 grew up poor because they didn't know nothing about money.
2 instead of an oil burning smoke that will kill me. 2 Wedon't know nothing about money in those days, but these
3 Campfire smoke will feed me because we are cooking animals | 3 daysit'sjust cash, money. | don't really go for money.
4 off the land; rabbits, ground squirrels, caribou mainly. 4 1'd rather pray and have faith, and God will provide
5 Asyou heard of our caribou, we use caribou alot. We 5 everything.
6 shareit. They send usdry fish. We send them dry meat. 6  Soplease, listen to these people here. We are
7 They send us whole salmon, we send them a whole caribou. 7 hurting. Andwe are al Gwich'ins. Mahsi'.
8  Andasfor these elders, | lovethem. | love every 8 MR. WILBUR JACK KENNEDY:: That was my
9 one of those elders because you know why? Because they 9 wife. My nameisWilbur Jack Kennedy. I'm from

10 got wisdom. They tell the truth. They talk to us 10 Shahnyuutii', Fort McPherson, Northwest Territories,

11 sensibly. I'm 54 yearsold now. And al thistime -- | 11 Canada. And we are the people of the headwaters. And
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go visit Gideon oncein awhile. Hetalksto me. He
stops by me. He talks about thisand that. And | stop by
Allo'soncein awhileto have tea, because they share.
They love to share their words. They loveto feed people.

One thing that really hurts my heart iswhy do you
guys do thisto us? We are tribes that live off
subsistencely. We don't have no running water. We got to
buy $50 five-gallon gas, go out and get wood to keep us
warm during the winter. We got to buy $20 two-gallon gas
for four-wheeler to drive around right now.

And when you drill oil up there, you know what's
going to happen? Inflation. Everything will go up. They
are going to start killing our caribou, most likely start
selling it back to us. We are not used to that. We are
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each day | get up in the morning, | first of all pray for
my kidsand | pray for the elders and those little babies.
And | pray for al of you because I'm here on your land.
I know | cost one penny, but I'm an American now since |
married into the Neetsaii. So that makes me two penny.
And | lived with you guysfor &l these years. How
many years now | forgot. But | grew up with you guys, and
you kids are @l grown up and elders are gone. But elders
are hereyet. And | could see them talking about ten
years ago about what's going on, and it's still here and
it's till happening. And | pray each day that the land
isawaysthere. Andit'sfor theanimals. And we are
just trespassers on your land. But | pray that fishisin
the water. And | see that more airplanesin the sky than
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used to go out there and just killing them and bringing
them back in and then just share.

Thereisalot of hurt people around here. A lot of
them. | seethem. Y oung onesthat don't even want to
speak up, but it's like us speaking up for them. That's
what we keep in usisastrong heart. And we could be
cold-minded if we want to be. But again, we are Neetsaii
Gwich'ins and we are kind, loving, caring, and we all
believe -- we believein God. We pray.

| pray today that you hear every word that anybody,
every person said in here, that you will extend the June
thing to maybe August. Likel said, if awhite person
come up to me and talk to me, | wouldn't understand aword
they say because they are using their complicated words.
But if an Athabascan -- Gwich'in Athabascan come to me and
talk to mein Gwich'in, I'll answer right back because |
know how to speak, read, write and hear.

And these pictures on the wall, that's my dad over
there. That's my grandparight there Albert -- | mean,
Titus Peter. Very strongly people. And over there, that
picture, that's how we lived along time ago. They didn't
have no roof over their head. They had tents. My mom
lived on this earth 91 years and told their stories with
us, and those stories were happy. She told us about these
families around here. They didn't grow up rich. They
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birds today.

| see caribou. | don't know. | don't understand
this part. I1t's 216,000, but | seen it one time that they
mingled with the 40-mile herd. | seeit just black with
all kinds of animalsaround. | couldn't believe how black
that areawas. | think they mingle in with the 40-mile
herd, maybe the Central herd, too, because animal are
wiser than us.

I migrated with the geese in the springtime. | try
and beat the leaves before they come out and then |
migrate back in the fall time with the caribou to go home
and go see my people again. | miss home sometimes, but
thisismy home. ThisiswhereI'll be. Where my wifeis
I'll stay. And | respect the women of thisland. |
respect them because they are strong people.

Look at thetribe. Look at the soul, beautiful and
so strong-hearted and so educated. About five yearsago |
said that you have alot of potential here. And | seethe
chiefs. | seeall you guystalk together. Thisiswhat
we need. Thisishow we are going to be strong. We are
going to come together and stand together. And you chiefs
are there for that. And we are right behind you as
council, as members. I'm so glad to be amember. | think
I'm amember of every tribe because | have been through.

Asasinger/songwriter | keep it to the point and
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1 plainand simple. | see and hear and | feel what you are 1 fracking, no way, becauseit'sin our headwaters.
2 dl aredoing. And I'm going to fight for thisas well. 2 Andwe can even thank the trees for giving us warmth.
3 And | have written songs, too. It hasn't come out yet, 3 Wethank thiswhole thing for giving uslife. Thereis
4 but I'm pretty well sureit'sready and it's powerful and 4 something out there that's going to happen, and you guys
5 it'sto the point, because we have got to really listen to 5 aregoing to need us. And we will be herefor you. And
6 these eldersnow. How many years, Sarah? How many years | 6 you are going to need our water. | know that much.
7 of fight, how many years of heart, standing up to these 7 Andlook around you, everybody. Everythingin this
8 people now. 8 placeisall plastic. You got plastic on you. You drink
9  AndI| want to say that why are you so rushed? Why 9 plastic. | bet your water isfull of plastic you are
10 areyou so rushed in taking what's so valuable? Why are 10 drinking. And | advise you that plastic is not the
11 you so rushed with greed, you know? | want to speak by my |11 answer. And plasticisoil. That's where we get oil from
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heart. | speak and | have respect for the jobs out there
that it's going to create, but | ask you once, you

evaluate this, this and that and that, but | ask you, put
atime lapse camera on a pipeline, put atime lapse camera
on the land, on the birthing grounds. Y ou will seeit
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isplastic. You need ail for alot of things. You are
probably drinking oil right now.

So | advise you that you make assessment on your
damage before you assess the land or animals or birds or,
you know, us as ahuman beings. Y ou are human as well.

17 move. 17 You have aheart. You have these feelings. | know you
18  Youwill seethat pipeline on stress. Yougointo a 18 feel us. | know you have respect. It'sall we are asking
19 pipeline, | bet you everything thereisalot of stress 19 isthat respect. And that respect isinside you and
20 there. How many yearsit's been there now. And | ask you 20 inside your words. You are here. We respect you. Come
21 to assessthat before you assess that other birthing 21 back and come on the land and see these people. See how
22 grounds and stuff for the birds and all that stuff because 22 beautiful they live. Go up there. You will want to come
23 time lapse really show motion, and there is things 23 back. My friend Keith Nitran, he'sin the --
24 happening out there. And it's going to happen. 24 | tell you onething. | wrote a song onetime, it
25  Thereis something big that's going to happen one of 25 wasthe caribou song. And | didn't -- | just wrote it of
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1 these days. Maybeit'sthisthat's happening now. And | 1 my heart. And| wasinthe mountainsand | was singing to
2 pray that we stand strong and ook after our children, our 2 myself in the mountains when | had my gun and my pack
3 elders, because what's happening here is happening over 3 sack. And we were going for caribou, and this song came
4 therein Canada and it's from the same people, the 4 tobe. And]I told the Porcupine management board in
5 Gwich'in Nation. 5 Whitehorse, Canada to come check thisout. Andinitwas
6 My mother isfrom Old Crow, Yukon Territory right in 6 they first started off with the dirty side, which isthe
7 the middle of the Y ukon -- or the Gwich'in Nation. My dad 7 il pollution of the dirty side of the song. And | wanted
8 come from thisside. | was asked by my older sister to 8 toend it with abeautiful side, which is here, whichis
9 check Tananabecause | think he might be in the old grave 9 thechildren, elders. And there isno more elders | eft.
10 site. And | seen Shyanahti's[ph] grave. Andwe call him 10 It'sgoing to be harder and harder and harder without the
11 Shyanahti', and we have different dialects of this man. 11 elders.
12 Hehelped alot of people throughout the Gwich'in Nation, 12  Andthat song, we took it down. Me and Keith Nitran,
13 and he fought for the animals. And it wasahard time, | 13 wetook it down to the Lower 48 and | had a good trip down
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tell you, because | hear alot of stories. | grew up on
elders, which | was so proud to. And today | listen to
these elders, and they tell me there is no birds and there
isalot of erosion.

And what I'm afraid of iswe look at Prudhoe Bay. If
you assess that damage there, you will probably see alot
of erosion. And whereisthat stuff going to seep to?

It's got nowhere else to go but to the ocean. Everything
goes to the ocean. Why we are protectors of the
headwaters is that we don't allow no placer miners, you
know, no fracking on our land in the Gwich'in Nation in
Canada because it's very dangerous, and we don't allow no
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there. We were going over the turnpike of New Jersey

going into New Y ork where that bottle cap they call it. |

went there. And you had to pay | don't know how much to

get through there to go to New Y ork. And coming through

New Jersey | said, wow, look at that. One of these days a

planeisgoing to hit that. And there was oil tanks.

Like for miles you could see il barrelsjust for miles.

And for sure, something happened by those twin towers.
And | swear there is something going to happen in

this world today the way it'sgoing. People not trusting,

people not loving, people not having the heart and

respect. So | pray and hope that you can assess the
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1 damage done. 1 just afew announcements. The Venetie charter, the people
2 Wego through Canada, thereis a-- thereis so much 2 that camein on the charter, it's going to be here at 4:00
3 damage. It'scaled sand pits. They take the oil out of 3 p.m. Soif you are on that charter, you have to be ready
4 thesand. Andit'slike Neil Young, he's a professional 4 togo. And with that, some of the people from Arctic
5 writer aswell. And he went through there and he said 5 Village said we had two people from Venetie on the list
6 it'slike hell on earth. Thereisnothing alive. And all 6 and they wanted to say something before they left, if
7 that thing is seeping out and going into the McMurray 7 that's okay.
8 River, which goesinto the great Slave, which goesinto 8  And then also we have a couple other charters, and
9 the MacKenzie and it comes right up towards the ocean. 9 one of them isthe State folks will be leaving soon. We
10 And it goesin -- we come out of the Peel River into the 10 just wanted to thank you guys for coming and joining us.
11 MacKenzie and into the ocean. Everything goesinto the 11 Lieutenant Governor Byron Mallott and the other State
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ocean. That's where you will find most of that plastic.
Plastic pollution is avery delicate situation, as well.

So with this, I'd like to add on more couple of
hours. Always have a heart and within you always laugh
and joke. But take this serious at thistime. And feel
what Gideon said there. All the -- ten years ago thisis
still happening. Since |l was small, it's still happening.

And they areall gone. Likel say, Chief Johnny
Charliewas our great chief. Every time he said, boys, go
for wood, and we are gone, no money involved. Wejust do
it for the good of our heart. And we ask you, giveit
sometime. Giveit somethought. Don't rush into things.

Like my mother, my grandmother and her mother before,
if there is something wrong, like touch something, like
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folks, the Division of Natural Resources and Fish and --
Fish & Game, we are -- thank you for coming and listening
in. We appreciate that you come here and listen. And
thank you for agreeing not to testify and just to be here

in serviceto usto listen. We appreciate that. We want

to ask -- respectfully ask for your support in supporting
usin this-- getting an extension of the scoping period

and also more -- more locations for hearings. Asyou can
see, we have alot of other people that want to be heard

in other communities. Thank you.

MR.LANCE WHITWELL: I'mgoing to sit down
before my knees make me sit. My nameis Lance Whitwell.
I'm the environmental director for the Native Village of
Venetie. | have been the environmental coordinator for
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this don't belong me, | don't touch it because it's very
valuable. And she said do thingsright or don't do it at
al. Doitright so that you don't have to come back and
doit again. Do thingsright and pray and give thanksto
what you do and all things will comein agood way and
will come back to you in heart and respect.

We are just asking you to respect and give alittle
timeline and tell your president that we really need your
help. Tell your president if he has a heart, that we will
vote for him if he stopsthe drilling in ANWR. That's all
we ask isrespect and kindness. And | hope you have a
good stay here and enjoy yourself. And they are nice
people. They arereally beautiful people.

And | thank you to be on your land. Thank you very
much. And you have agood day. And God blessyou all.
And I'll be praying for you. Mahsi' Choo.

Canadawill be on your side, aswell, too. So I'll
be going back to Canada and telling them what | see and
what | hear and what | know. So Mahsi'.

MS. TONYA GARNETT: | had aquestion
earlier, Nicole, whether or not if we can seethe
transcripts after they are ready to ook for any mistakes.

MS. NICOLE HAYES: I'll haveto find out
and get back to you on that.

MS. TONYA GARNETT: All right. And then
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about 20 years now, since 1998. We have had alot of
issues up here that we have worked on through the years.
We have had our ups and downs with the federal government.

When | first got up in this country, there was some
animosity between the refuge staff and the tribe. Ever
since they created the refuge, it seemed like they were
trying to limit the tribe's access to cultural and
customary use areas on the refuge site. And there was
quite abit of animosity and very little cooperation
between the refuge and the tribe itself.

And for the last 20 years or so, we have tried to
build on our partnerships with them and the relationship
that we have with them because we have -- we have come to
realize that we are both really trying to accomplish the
same goal because we are trying to protect the land and
the animals that cross and migrate between the refuge and
tribal lands here.

And it's not only the caribou. The moose, bears,
sheep, everything migrates back and forth between these
two borders. And | like to think, you know -- the refuge
staff would probably agree -- | like to think that we are
on a pretty good working relationship now because they are
trying to protect the caribou in the refuge and we try to
protect our land and take care of the environmental issues
on our land to make sure that we are protecting the
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1 caribou and migratory animals, also. 1 caribou, and they just start shooting. Y ou know, you can
2 AndlI think we are at agood place right now with a 2 kill three or four caribou with one bullet when they are
3 working relationship with them, and then all of a sudden 3 dlinabigherd. Andalot of them are just being left
4 thislaw passes. And now here we are with the federal 4 towaste. Sowe have got that.
5 government and the BLM trying to undo this relationship 5  Wehave got the permafrost melting, Faith mentioned.
6 that we have built for the last 20 years. Thiswhole 6 We have got several areas even on this side of theriver,
7 relationship that we have that was very difficult to build 7 and there is many more on the other side of theriver,
8 was built on mutual trust. We trusted they would protect 8 where the permafrost is melting and changing stream flows,
9 them on therefuge. They trust that we would protect them 9 changing sedimentationsin the streams. It's affecting
10 onourland. And now it seems with the stroke of apen a 10 thebiodiversity in the waters. And | seein your maps
11 lot of that trust could be missing. | just wanted to 11 back here, the coastal plain has at least seven major
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bring that up. Hopefully it doesn't continue to be that
way. It'svery difficult for the refuge staff to

accomplish their mission up there without the cooperation
of the tribe here because thisis the airport they use.
Thisisthe facilities that they use here to gain access

to their refuge up there.

But as you have heard from many of the speakers
today, the climate is changing. Thereis no doubt about
that. Things that are changing with the climate, of
course, we have mentioned the weather getting warmer. It
rainsin thewinter. When it rainsin the winter, it
forms ahard crust on the top of the snow. And as Gideon
was saying, you could see -- if you are following the
trails you will see the scarring on the caribous' legs
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river tributaries that run right through there. And these
mountains right here, the Brooks Range, thisisthe
Continental Divide. The Continental Divide means that
everything on that side of the mountains runs toward the
Arctic Ocean. Everything on this side of the Continental
Divide, these mountains, runs toward the Pacific Ocean and
to the Y ukon River.

But these two river valleys that you see going up
right here, these go al the through the mountains and
they come back on the other side on the other side of the
Continental Divide. They are connected. And Arctic char
and Dolly Vardens, they migrate up here and they spawn in
the Chandalar River right here. So whatever happens out
that way is going to directly affect the fish and the
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because they have to push through that hard crust of ice
that's on top of the snow.

And as the water, the rainwater goes down into the
snow to the ground layer and then refreezes asiice, the
caribou can't dig through the ice to get to their food.

And many of them starve. There has been many natural
occurrences to where almost half of the caribou herd has
died in oneyear, inone event. Anditisstill

happening.

Something | didn't hear mentioned in here, we heard
Wilbur talk some about the Canadian side over there that
also depend on these caribou, but the caribou in the last
few years have migrated farther east than ever before.
They have migrated farther south than ever before. And
when they go to these new areas, they are going into
places where there are road systems, and that gains easy
access to them on the Canadian side. And | believe the
last report | read was between 40- and 70,000 caribou a
year are hunted on the Canadian side. In aherd of
200,000, which 40,000, 50,000 of them being hunted each
year, that's hardly sustainable, you know.

And a big problem that the Porcupine Caribou
Management Board has brought up isthat the ease of access
to hunters on the Canadian side is leading to alot of
wanton waste. A lot of people go out and they see
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biodiversity in our river, also.

Thetaiga, thiskind of forest that you see right
hereiscalled thetaiga. Andit'slike the farthest
north timber, the farthest north trees. But that's not
being the case anymore. There has been more and more
spruce trees, willows, shrubs all moving north. They're
migrating north as the climate changes. And you know,
caribou eat lichen. Here we call it caribou moss. It's
lichen, and it grows about one inch every hundred years.
And when you have shrubs and other kinds of trees that
start growing, it shades out that moss, and that moss
cannot grow. It will not regrow once the caribou have
eaten it.

The sealevel rising we heard some people mention.
It's not only the erosion problem that it's causing along
the coast. The flooding that's been occurring on the
coastal plains on the low-lying areas, | believe thisis
the third year in arow that Deadhorse has been flooding.
The pipeline haul road has been shut down three times
because the last three years it's been flooded out.

That's climate changing.

Insects. We have been seeing alot of strange
insects, new insects that we have never seen before.
Especially when the caribou go more southerly, there have
been incidences of ticks, big, huge ticks that get
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1 infested on them, and they can actually suck a caribou's 1 shot al the scouts. You heard Gideon talk about the big
2 blood until they are dead. They suck all the blood out of 2 bulls, the big lead bulls with the big racks. That's
3 them. 3 exactly what the hunters are looking for. And if you kill
4 Polar bears. Y ou have heard afew people talk about 4 the scouts, the herd will scatter. They won't come. They
5 the polar bears that are being threatened now. One of the 5 will not follow.
6 only strongholds that they have has been Kaktovik because 6  Oneof the elders was telling me one time that
7 they have got the whaling -- the remains from their 7 caribou have a scent gland in their foot, and aslong as
8 whaling and what they call the bone pile up there. And 8 they are going good, they are putting off a scent that
9 it's been reported that the polar bears are now cross 9 saysit'sfine, thisisthetrail, follow me. But if they
10 breeding back to the grizzlies. They are saying that they 10 get spooked or if they get startled or something like
11 originaly evolved from grizzlies, and now they are 11 that, then it goes to an adrenaline type of adeal and
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devolving back into grizzlies. They have seen polar bears
up here on the mountains following caribou. They have
seen polar bearsin Fort Yukon 150 miles south of here.
And that's 500 miles from any coast. There has been other
mammals. They are hunting other mammals out there, not
just the caribous. Y ou know, there's all kinds of ground
squirrels and moose and things like that up there, too.

But the migratory birds, | was kind of surprised that
it would even be offered for exploration up there. And we
have got aroad project in Venetie, and by federal
regulations, as we use federal funds, we are not allowed
to do any kind of work during the month of June because
that's when the migratory birds are flying. We are not
even alowed to build aroad or do any kind of excavations
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they put off a different smell and the rest of the herd
will not follow them. It doesn't take much to change the
migration of the caribou herd. It doesn't take very much
atal.

| really liked what alot of the youth were saying
about growing up here and what they learn here. And |
really like what Faith Gemmill said isthat we -- we don't
just teach them to hunt. When they're out hunting, they
are learning life skills from their dads, their uncles,
their grandpas. They are learning life skills out there.
And | realy love Arctic Village because of that fact.

All of my children have come up here, and when they
come here, they don't want to go back home. Many times |
leave them here with their family. All of my children
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during the waterfowl migration time.

Thereis adifference in vegetation between the
uplands, the foothills on the other side of the Brooks
Range here and the coastal plain. The coastal plainis
rich in minerals, salts because of the salt air, and it's
so windy that bushes and shrubs and trees and stuff can't
grow. So thereisaspecialized ecosystem that grows
specific types of vegetation that the caribou mothers need
to eat after they give birth. It's high nutrition. It's
the highest nutrition area that they can find, and that is
one of the reasons why they give birth there. And you
can't find those in any other areas. If you look at the
map, if you look at the elevations on the map, the coastal
plainisalow-lying area. If you get off of that plain,
you go back into the foothills again, and it's atotally
different kind of vegetation.

And so any kind of exploration up thereis-- it's
going to affect the diversity of the ecosystem up there.
We have seen alot of outside hunting pressure coming here
lately, not only on the Canadian side. There has been
instances where Fairbanks area had a big forest fire so
the hunters couldn't fly out of there, and they brought
them all out here. They brought hunters out here to this
airport because it's apublic airport. And they were
flying them to hunt caribou to the east of here. And they
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went to school here at one time or another, and they love
it here because of the -- they have got a freedom here and
learning these skills instead of learning the technology,
you know.

And | see children grow up herein Arctic Village who
don't even have family herein Arctic Village. People
will take them in from other villages. At-risk children,
whether it's family problems, youth problems, legal
problems, those children come here and they straighten out
and they grow up in agood way and they learn and they
change. And then they could go back home when they are a
little older. And they go home, and they are perfectly
normal kids with a better mindset than when they started
out. Soit'salot more than just hunting up here.

As Wilbur was saying aso, you know, the coastal
plains and the Arctic refuge where it crosses over the
Canadian border isthe MacKenzie River Delta. And that
areaisareadly highly developed area and is getting more
highly developed. And so there really is no other Arctic
coastal areato where these caribou would be able to go,
you know. And as much as we have studied, as much
traditional knowledge as we have about the Porcupine
caribou herd, nobody knows what they will do. Nobody
knows what's going to happen if they go over that mountain
and there is an industrial complex there. Nobody knows
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1 what they are going to do. They may join the other herds. 1 money being wasted. That's another scar that the federal
2 They may just scatter. They may just be absorbed into 2 government and the State of Alaskamade. And the
3 other areas. They may never come back here. 3 pro-development and also Shell Alaska. Those are the
4  Theseriver valeysright here that cut through the 4 scarsthat was made on Alaska because they didn't speak to
5 mountains, the caribou come through here because they are 5 thetribe at the time.
6 heavy. They are heavy with calves. They are pregnant. A 6 1968 when it took nine years for the federal
7 caribou calf is 40, 50 pounds. And that mother caribou is 7 government and the State of Alaskato dip into the Prudhoe
8 maybe 150 pounds. Can you imagine that, trying to walk 8 Bay because the Inupiat Indian Eskimos didn't understand
9 through three feet of snow over the mountains? But these 9 what's happening up there under their roof, under their
10 river valleys, they go al the way through to the other 10 floor. Theroots of their land was taken from them.
11 side. That'swhy they come here. That's the easiest 11 Today the Native Village of Barrow are trying to be heard
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route for them to go over to the Arctic refuge and the
coastal plain. Thereisno other way. The only other way
is for them to go 200 miles east and cut up right through
al theflats, the Porcupine River flats.

And | think the people here have shown you quite a
bit that it's alot more than just subsistence food that
would be affected here. It's cultural, socioeconomics.
And the hard part isthat just nobody knows what they will
do. And one of the elders told me one day that there is
three thingsin this world that you can never predict. He
said you never can predict which way the wind is going to
blow. You can never predict which way the caribou is
going to migrate. And you never know what awoman is
thinking.
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out there and to the world, and they are not being heard.
They need to listen to the tribe within the state of
Alaska. It'svery important.

You left ascar for me because when Indian Country
cases came along, you dumped me because | said that we
have 229,000 recognized tribes within the state of Alaska.
That's Indian Country, Indian people, Eskimo people,
Athabascan, Haidas. They were al there.

Don't get mewrong. Okay? Because national level
firefighters, oil company, Doyon, they are all letting
their land burn for nothing because they have laws,
prescribed land, unlimited areas, killing the wildlife off
for the last 40 years that we have been representing since
1988 and before memorial of time. Those people up there,
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MS. TONYA GARNETT: Beforewetake a
break, right before our five-minute break, Ernest will
speak just for five minutes.

I just wanted to say, you know, I'm not trying to be
disrespectful, but just to be mindful of time because
their plane has been waiting at the airport. They don't
want to leave. They want to hear everybody and everybody
has something to say. We have alist of people still.
But just be mindful of how long your comments are. That
would be helpful.

MR. ERNEST ERICK: Thank you for being
here, al of you, federal government, State of Alaska,

Fish & Wildlife, tribes. I'm happy we are al here today.
Y ou know, Joe, Secretary of Interior, you know, a number
of timesthey left ascar on Alaska. And that scar isone
of the biggest ail spillsthere was at Valdez, you know.
And that's a big mistake they made, the federal
government, the State of Alaska, because they never did
talk to the tribe. So the other thing isthat Fish &
Wildlife, you protect so much out there in the rivers, but
you are not protecting the tribal food. And we need to
continue doing this kind of stuff. It'syour and my
responsibility.

Once upon atime this guy went up to the pipeline and
shot it. Over 200 to 400 gallons of crude oil wasted,
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the leaders, the second in command -- Jimmy Roberts, that
picture up there, that's my grandfather. He lived off the
land.
In 1910 alot of his brothers, hisforefather, his
father, they walked the land and left afootstep right on
that 1002 land. Those are the footsteps of these
descendent people here today. I'm very tired with the
last 30 years as aformer chief back then making those
kinds of decisions over thetribe. It's not very good.
These 300 people that the federal government, Trump
Administration, 300 people -- we have 17,000 people that
lives, that migratesinside Alaska and Canadian. Somebody
made a border between our national Gwich'in land.
Something is going on now today. So the national
level, the white people are making alittle bit different
decision among yourself. And coming up here, we have been
having history, documents, science. We have our own
science in each village that -- Yukon Flats. Y ukon Flats
isover 260,000 acres one way, acres of land. Inside of
there there is over 12 recognized community villages.
They are being affected today. National Congress American
Indians need to wake up. The 500 leaders need to wake up
today because we are being tricked again. Ever since
1980 -- '68 land claim.
These are the things that affect us. They didn't --
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1 we were not part of the Land Claims Settlement Act. We 1 community and throughout the whole nation. Y ou guys
2 went for the land, the subsurface title rights, fee simple 2 nearly [indiscernible] because the wilderness did that to
3 title owned by thetribe. 1.8 million acres of land that 3 you. The earthquake iscoming. The Hawaiian are having
4 belongsto us, our descendants and the future generation. 4 trouble with their environment today. What's going on
5 The waters, the headwaters, the lower waters, it al 5 with Trump Administration today, those 300 people trying
6 belong to us. What are you guys doing 300 people that 6 toruletheworld, trying to give the wrong
7 Trump Administration trying to make a decision over me? 7 decision-making to the tribe and al its little workers.
8 | have learned for the last 30 years all document, 8  Something is going on big here today. There has got
9 science, professional from federal government, State of 9 tobeastop, fina, no decision-making on that refuge
10 Alaska, you didn't listento usyet. You arekilling my 10 land, the 1002 land. That sacred ground is very important
11 birthplace of my -- where | was born, that footstep my 11 for theliving peoplein the world because | need that
12 grandfather gave me, that mark that's identified that it 12 food just like the animals and the species.
13 belongsto me. It belongsto the tribe and it belongsto 13  SoJoe, and also the State, the state governor, they
14 the people, the descendents. 14 need to wake up alittle here today. From this day till

[N
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The indigenous people is very strong today because
one time once upon atime Hitler was coming. All of us

Tl
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the next four years from now, you go through the whole
shebang of who is protecting those areas, put it on a

17 were scared. But the Gwich'in people were not scared 17 piece of paper and do good things. Have a more scope of
18 because we made a song for him. And it stop right there. 18 work and a better community and better knowledge and
19 Soif you are going to deal, already made a mark on Alaska 19 leadership because that leadership today is not working
20 from ail spill, from not giving us a direct scope of 20 for anybody. It'sjust that they are spending adollar to
21 progress that we need to make alittle bit longer for the 21 makeadollar.
22 tribe. Youidentify maybe six or seven tribes that's 22 United States and the state of Alaskais not poor.
23 going to testify and put acomment on a piece of paper. | 23 Think about the other opportunities out there that we
24 don't want that to happen. 24 dready leave those scars on. Those opportunity -- we
25  Aswhole United States, the Native people within the 25 need to dig that pipe up, clean up the land that you white
Page 107 Page 109
1 state of Alaska and also the national level, we need to 1 people out there that destroy that. | didn't doit. The
2 hear our voice today. We need to wake up here. This 2 tribedidn'tdoit. Youdidit. Youcleanitup. You
3 group of people that's discriminate me and my 20 3 bring up a percentage of opportunity, job to those
4 grandchildren that | work hard and trap and hunt and fish 4 communitiesthat needsit or to those cities.
5 and that all those speciesthat live on the Arctic 5  Thank you.
6 National Wildlife Refuge istheir food is up there. 6 MS. TONYA GARNETT: Five-minute break.
7 Only thing that federal government and the State of 7 (A break wastaken.)
8 Alaskaand the oil company are doing is creating bacteria 8 MR. GIDEON JAMES: | just want to read a
9 tous. Wedon't want that happen on our land, the tribal 9 short statement | wrote. My name is Gideon James, Arctic
10 land. | have been seeing it. | tasteit. | look at it. 10 Village. Arctic Village and Venetie optioned out of ANCSA
11 | seedifferent faces. But my grandmother lived to 100 11 andreturn thetitle of land to tribe, 1.38 million acres.
12 yearsold and raised me up with 11 of us. We were little 12 Throughout history, animals, ducks, fish utilize our land
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white skin. We were alittle bit three-quarter
Athabascan.

We have a choice on land. What kind of leadership,
what kind of direction we are going to be leading our
people. We scope it down. We recognize it back in 20, 30
years ago. You guys are bringing up the same fight, same
money making -- spending all that money of government
funding, state funding to pay for a science -- one little
guy came in once upon atime with a bible kind of looking
to destroy us, but lucky we were believers.

We believein Indian people. We believein our way
of life. We believeinthe Creator. We pray for the
food, the water, the earth, the other racesin our

NNMNNMNNNNRRRRERRR
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ever since timeimmemorial. Our people see these
migration patterns happening each year cycle and season to
season. Proposed areato be studied is the core area that
these animals begin new life, and geese, likewise.

Tribe have clean land, water and food for these
animals and birds. Have lakes and streams for healthy
fish to spawn and return. Each year cycle season to
season they return.

So proposed oil and gas drilling will destroy the
birthing areafor forever. And this should not happen at
al. Gwich'in peoplewill continue to say no. No. No.
Everyonein the hall, let me see show of hands that you
agree with me. (Handsraised.) Let's show of hand. We
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1 say no. No. No. 1 Wedidn't came from there from yesterday. We were here

2 MS. JOYCE JOHN: Good afternoon and 2 thousands and thousands of years. Look in the Tanana

3 welcometo our tribal land and private land of our 180 -- 3 side. They are crying over there. They want to be here

4 1.1 million acres. And we do own theland. We own 4 tosurvive. In 1988 we testified here, right herein this

5 everything. | liketo say something about hunting and our 5 building. A lot of our elders cried, crying because this

6 land and our animals and our people. (Speaking in 6 today, we are going to seeit and we are here.

7 Gwich'in.) 7 Please take our words. Takeit back down. Tell them

8 | said my nameis Joyce John. I'm from Arctic 8 wesay no. Nodrilling. Think about your guys

9 Village. | raised up up here, and | -- my parents are 9 grandkids. Maybe in the future your grandkids might come
10 late Abraham John, Sr. and Dorothy John. And my 10 upand live among us. And they will be Indians. They
11 grandparents are Jimmy John, my dad's side, and my mom's |11 will come back knowing how to be Indian. Honestly. We
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side are Ezias James and Martha James. And my great
grandparents are Reverend Albert Tritt, the one you guys
hearing all day. Andwe areall onefamily. Weall came
from onefamily. We are all brothers, sisters. We are

all grandmas, grandpas.

In 1988 when they first got that gathering here, this
place, this hall was full, full with people, full with our
elders. Our elders names are down there at the Hero Park
right now. And we are going to put more on there. I'm
proud of those elders. | cry for them because they put
food on table. Wewalk for it. We hunt for it. We carry
it back. And we passit to these -- our children, our
grandchildren. I'm agrandmother now. I'masingle
parent. | raise up my kids here, and my kids are still
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got alot of nonNative here. They come back. They live
among us. They livelikeus. They work with us. They
tell usthisand that. 1'm proud of them. And since
1988, the elders wrote atreaty. And | hope you guys
found that treaty and work on that.

Another oneis-- is|I'm worried about my future.
I'm not worried about me. I'm worried about these young
kids. They will be elders. They will be elders. They
will be leaders. They will have more generations to come
which wewon't see. And they will see these -- they will
see dll this. Look at the trees out there. 1988, those
trees weren't there. They were small. It grew up with
us. Welivewithit. It give usmedicine. Samething
what caribou eats. It helpsthem live healthy way of
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here. They areraising up their kids. We go out camping,
go upriver, go fishing. We get this and that to survive.

We go on mountain. We don't drive up. We don't --
we don't -- we don't drive up on the four-wheeler in those
days. We got dog teams. We let the dogs carry stuff for
us. We got our backs. The Creator gave usal thisto
take care of it. Gave usthelegsto walk on, to sleep on
the land, to smell the plants, hear the birds, look at the
nice blue waters.

Our lakes are clean. Our riversare clean. We --
we -- we breathe in nice clear air. We own all that. If
you guys open ANWR or open to drill, | think about my
great-great-grandkids. | think of them. What are they
going to do? Where are they going to turn to? The store
is not going to help them. The money is not going to help
them. I'm50 -- I'm 54 yearsold. Every year of my
lifetime | live up on the mountain with all these kids.
Kids even don't have parents that they go up and we teach
them. Wewant to learn. Wewant to do it. We help them.
Weteach them. Wetell them every little part. Why are
we holding this? Our grandparents taught us everything:
Our language, the ways of our life, the way we speak, the
way we stand.

Y eah, everybody said we are poor. No. We arerich
inside. We want you people to know where we came from.
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life.

Look at all of us. Every day we eat our food. We
don't get sick. We get more power. We get more strength
to go on, to teach our kids what we know about our
ancestors.

I could say more, but I'm worried about our
generation. And please go back and take what the people
said here on behalf of all thetribes. And please include
the Canadian because that's where our most our relatives
are, like the most -- some of these people say in 1988
when they came over, they haven't seen their relatives
over 50 years. They cry. They sing. They dance. They
hold each other, laugh. They tell each other their
childhood stories. They remember going traveling back and
forth.

And what would that -- like Debbie said, | sit by the
campfire. | build fire outside. We al do. We cook
outside. That'swhat al -- we like to smell our smoke.
| bet you when you guys go home, you guys going to
smell -- miss that smelling and smell of that caribou
meat.

This one lady came up from Lower 48, live among us
and wanted to learn our language -- | mean, our ways of
life. Shewas herelike two weeks, and that woman, she
put her jacket in her Ziploc bag, say I'm going to take
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1 thishome and just smell, and every year on Christmas I'm 1 candy. That's-- that's 100 percent true with my girls,
2 going to smell it, and I'll remember you people. Y eah. 2 too, because caribou it's so unexplainable, | mean, in how
3  Thereisalot of people out there helping usto 3 it'spart of us. We haveto haveit every day and
4 open -- to hear our words. So please take it back and say 4 including every season. My grandfather Trimble Gilbert
5 no, no, no. No, no, no. Okay. Mahsi'. 5 aso said to me and to my girls, aways feed them
6 MS. TONYA GARNETT: All right. Just a 6 (Gwich'inword). That's Native food and -- because he
7 quick reminder, if everybody can shorten their comments so 7 said | want them to be strong and | want them to eat just
8 that we just get your main points so we have a chance for 8 Nativefood. So I'm holding that word and I'm standing by
9 everyoneto speak. Grandpa Gideon said so. 9 that word till the day | die.
10 MS. KAYLA NIKOLALI: My nameisKayla 10  And also you guys come up here and live one year up
11 Nikolai. I'mfrom Arctic Village. They shouldn't drill 11 here, yeah, | think you guys would stand by with us. And
12 because caribou means alot to us. One of you are going 12 | just want to end this by saying you come live with us
13 to lose something or someonein your life because | lost 13 oneyear, yeah. You might likeit. You might not. But |
14 someonein my lifethat | will misstill the day we meet 14 guarantee you will be Indianized.
15 again. And | don't want to lose the caribou because they 15  Thank you.
16 areimportant to us. So don't drill. 16 MR. WINSTON ERICK: My nameis Winston
17  Thank you. 17 Erick. I'vejust got a couple things to say about caribou
18 MS. TONYA GARNETT: Next thereis David, 18 and people and the Neetsaii Gwich'in. I'm originally
19 Jr., Winston, Keely. 19 from Fort Yukon and Venetie. | have been here since 2013.
20 MS. KEELY O'CONNELL: Hi. I'mKeely 20 | participatein quite abit of hunting and gathering
21 O'Connell. | am ateacher here, and | am absolutely 21 sincel have been here over five years, and | got to know
22 humbled to be speaking after these amazing activists, 22 the-- I got -- I'm not down, but | mean, I'm getting to
23 particularly my own students, who I'm so proud of. 23 beadecent hunter and I'm trying to respect, but | -- my
24 What | wanted to say wasthat | have nothing to add 24 time here hunting, | -- the respect between the Neetsaii

25

scientifically or sort of special social knowledge or
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and caribou are pretty powerful. And | saw it two or
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anything like that, but having lived and worked in Arctic
Village and Venetie for the past four years, | can say
that | have learned vast amounts of important stuff from
thekidsthat | work with and that their cultural values
of cooperation and forgiveness have something to teach
everybody in the world, especialy white people and sort
of western culture and the dominant culture in the United
States, and that harming the environment that this culture
and these people depend on would cost everyone that --
that opportunity to learn.

So | absolutely stand with the Gwich'in people on
this matter.

MS. TONYA GARNETT: All right. Has David,
Jr. or Winston come up yet? Jerrald? Jerrald John.
Galen Gilbert.
MR. GALEN GILBERT: Hi. My nameisGaen

Gilbert. 1 am 30 yearsold and | lived in Arctic Village
al my life. I'maformer council member and aformer
chief of 2015. | ran for one year, and now | have a
family. | have abig family now. | have three girls, and
I'm just afull-time father now.

And our -- again, like for the hundredth time
probably for today, caribou is our main source of food.
And that ain't nolie. My cousin Daniel was up here
talking about the caribou and his girls picking that over
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three times, and it just opened my eyes since | have been
up thisway.

And | think, you know, like, why would you want to
destroy such abeautiful -- | think that's just aonetime
thing, too, so -- and that's all | want to say.

Thank you.

MR. JERRALD JOHN: Hi. My nameis
Jerrald, and I'm from here, this beautiful land. | grew
up here. | have been ahunter al my life. Andif you
could look out the window, | have traveled as far as you
can see. And | have hunted sheep. | have hunted moose.
I even made fish traps to capture fish. And you guys
heard it from the old. Y ou guys heard it from our youth.
And what they are going to do up there to me personally is
not right.

And it'sjust not caribou that's being affected.
Thereiswildlife such as snow geese. And if you think
about it, snow geese travels all over the mid U.S.
where -- all the way from Utah, all the way from South
Dakota, North Dakota. Thereis geese that travel that
far. Thereisbirdsfrom Antarcticathat travel here up
there. Thereis birdsthat come from Washington, D.C.
Thereisbirdsfrom Texas. Thereisbirdsfrom
Madagascar. Thereis birdsfrom New Zealand. Now, the
list goes on.
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1 | say that they should have a say in this too, these 1 walking.
2 other countries. These are their birds, too. And | -- 2 And like right now there no caribou, right? Thereis
3 likel said, | have been here al my life. And| really 3 nothing. We could all of us could go for awalk and see
4 depend upon the caribou. 4 nothing. They areall up there on the coastal plain
5  And Joe, Steve, you guys seen the prices at our 5 having their young. They are having their babies. And
6 store. | seeyou take apicture of our steak, you know. 6 right now thereisalot of waterfowl heading up there
7 Can you feed your family constantly on -- maybe you can, 7 right now.
8 you know. Maybe with your salary cap, yeah. But can you? 8 Andlikel said, it'sjust wrong, you know, going up
9 You know, so guarantee you 100 percent if you were living 9 there. | have families and friends that actually worked
10 here, you would be hunting alongside us to feed your 10 up there, you know, as you heard before. They said they
11 families. Right? Think of your brother. Think of your 11 have no regard for the land up there. Y ou know, | have a
12 sister. Think of their -- think of your nieces, you know. 12 -- one of my younger friends that | helped grow up, he's
13 Me personaly, | hunt for this whole community here. 13 upthere. | talk to him. What you been up to up there?
14 | have doneit countlesstimes. And for instance, this 14 Oh, | just been cleaning three weeks straight. What --
15 coming spring | harvest alot of birdsand | handed out 15 well, what are you cleaning? Trash. All right. Thereis

birdsto every single elder in here. And | could harvest
at least ten in anight and I'll give out nine, and I'll
eat one myself and just keep doing it over and over.

And right now we are like al other villages. We are
waiting for the breakup of the rivers, which has happened
since you guys have been here. Theriver isbreaking up.
When theriver rises, that's when fish travels. And when
it lowers, that's when we try to harvest as much fish as
possible for winter. And our winters are long, dark and
cold. We aretalking 60 below weather, 65.

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

trash up there. You know, thereis, like, total
disregard. | have family and friends that are telling me
this.

And like | said, they've got to have people on site
making sure that they are doing sufficient right. And
it's not right that -- you know, like | said, if thereis
hydraulic fuel, hey, that's contamination, right?

Likel said, it just -- I'm really worried about not
just the caribou, but the other species that we really
depend upon, you know, like waterfow! right now. For
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Y ou know, thereis guysin here that could testify to
it that we are spending $64 on five gallonsjust to dilute
it with two-cycle oil. Now, we spend $62 on gas. And as
you can see at every house here, we have chimneys, right?
And alot of us guys go out into the cold to harvest wood
to heat families.

And aongside that, we go on long tripsin these
mountains. We will go four or five mountains back just to
look for caribou at one point. And we will stay out there
acouple days and come back. Then we will try that way if
thereis nothing. And alot of timeswe see alot of
caribou coming up over thisway.

And you could just seeit in all the young guys.

When the caribou come, there isjust this great
anticipation, and they head up there to the mountain. You
know, whatever reserves of money they have, they spend it
on alittle bit of food to stay out there. The only way

to get it isto stay out there. And alot of timesitis

S0 remote that you need -- you know, you have to be on
foot. You know, you can't get therewithan ATV. You
will be onfoot. You will be packing your meat out. And
when you come back to camp, you will seelittle kids and
elders happy, you know. That's our hard work doing it for
them. And that'sjust one day, you know. It's year-round
around here that we are constantly outside, constantly
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instance, as soon as this stuff is over, | got plans with
some of my friends here to go and head out. As soon as
this meeting is done, I'm heading out to go harvest some
birds, plain and smple.

Andyeah. That'sall | gottosay. | just hopeyou
guys make the right decision, not just for me, but for all
United States so they could experience -- you know, when
they experience tens of thousands of caribou, you don't
want them to disappear, you know. There was millions of
buffalo. Now thereislessthan 1,000. And think about
the white rhino. There is no more white rhino.

Y ou know, it's -- it'swrong, you know. They got to
start -- we got to start protecting stuff. Andthisis
what we are doing right now. We are protecting our
caribou. You know, | don't know if any of you guys heard
of the white rhino, but thereis none. Nothing. You
know, thereislittle babiesin here that probably would
never -- like, what is awhite rhino? | don't want a
little boy saying, oh, what was a caribou, you know.

They used to -- they are still roaming this land.
It's like down there on the grass plains, you know, there
used to be millions of buffalo. Now you can't even seea
herd of 100. It's-- you know, it'skind of scary to me.
And | just don't want my future generations to, you know,
not -- lose our caribou. Y ou know, that's what we eat,
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1 youknow. It'slike you guys moose that you harvest, you 1 for thesekids. The onesthat can't come up here and talk
2 know, you don't want that to disappear. Y ou don't want 2 right now, I'm speaking for them. | speak for them with
3 nothing to disappear. 3 my heart.
4 Just metelling you from what | experience and seen 4 Back in -- back in 2002 -- | mean '92, two elders
5 and heard, and that's all | got to say. Just make sure 5 came up to me, and they sat down with me at our house and
6 you guys make the right decision. 6 they asked meif | could speak for them. They told me
7 MS. TONYA GARNETT: Okay. So we have -- 7 that I'm good with -- with English language, and |
8 we still have probably about ten more people on the list, 8 understand alittle bit better than -- how, you know,
9 and we only have, like, 30 minutes. So if we can keep 9 explaining how things are explained and then | sit down
10 commentstwo to three minutes. Not trying to be 10 and explainit to them. But they asked meto talk for
11 disrespectful, but everybody wants to say something. 11 them. And that'swhen | started coming up on a microphone
12 MR. DAVID SMITH, JR.: | know it'sbeen a 12 orinfront of acameraand start talking. And over the
13 longday. | feel it myself. But my nameis David Smith, 13 yearsI'velearned better ways of doing that.
14 Jr. I'm second chief, Arctic Village. 14 I've taken alot of people out: Smithsonian
15  Along with the caribou migration and the area that 15 magazine, Field & Stream, NBC News. I've taken them &l
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they plan to drill, like Jerrald said, with waterfowl,
just as you guys get excited to see Christmas, New Y ear's,
Halloween, if your kids get excited, we get excited when
the animals come around. When the caribou come, you will
see more people up on the mountain than you will here at
the community hall.

Just last week it was my birthday, my 21st birthday.
Instead of going to a bar, going out and doing something,
| was out there hunting. The present | got was what we
call hun'luck, was a bird that we hadn't seen yet and
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out. I've shown them our lifestyle here. They have come

up here because they hear the threat of oil development in

the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, and that's why they

came here. One thing that's different, though, is when

you see pictures of this place or you seeit on video it's

way different than when you see it with your own eyes.
Back when Frank Murkowski was our senator, one time

he got up on the Senate floor in front of al his

colleagues and he held up awhite piece of paper like

this, and he said, thisis the Arctic National Wildlife
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Jerrald shot it and presented it to me. That was my
birthday gift. That'swhat | appreciate. | being out on
the land and | appreciate what my forefathers fought to
protect and what 1'm going to fight to protect.

So aslong as I'm still up, I'm not going to stand
down for the caribou. They protect us. They provide for
us. And when they are in danger, we are going to protect
them. We are going to provide for them. They can't come
here. They can't go to court. They can't speak. So we
will speak for them.

Thank you.

MR. CHARLIE SWANEY: I'll try to make this

asfast as| can. | have afew thingsto say, but they
tell me we are running out of time. My nameis Charlie
Swaney. I'velived here amost 30 years with my wife.
I've helped her raise afamily here. These past few
years, me and my wife have been blessed with four precious
grandkids. Now with the grandkids, that's what | have
been focusing on more than ever right now, trying to teach
them the outdoors.

I've lived out in the outdoors al my entirelife.
50 years | have been out hunting caribou, skinning
caribou, cutting them up, bringing them home, putting food
onthetable. And I'm trying to teach them that. Not
just them, but others. 1'm here for these kids. | speak

© 00N O WNP

NNMNNRNNNRRRRRRRRRR
O DN WNROOOWNO®ONWNEPRO

Page 125

Refuge. Thisiswhat he had in front of them. Look out
there. That don't look like this. That's what he said in
front of all his colleagues right there on Senate floor.

| remember that. I'll never forget that.

These people here, they speak from their heart. They
speak from their mind. They have -- for thousands and
thousands of years they have relied on the caribou that
comes through here so they could eat. Just recently we
seen thousands of caribou going by here, going by here for
one reason and one reason only: That'sto get up to the
calving grounds up there. They are migrating up there,
and that's where they are now.

And | wish it was possible that all of you could fly
up there and see all those caribou up there because it's a
site you will never forget. | had an opportunity to do
that onetime. There was 80,000 caribou there, and |
still seeitin my mind. That's something you will never
forget. And that goes to show just how many caribou go
there for one reason. And that's not just them. All the
different species of birds. | mean, birds that come from
thousands and thousands of miles just to go up there to
have their young. That's -- that's how precious that
placeisto these animals and to these birds.

I know -- | know for afact if oil development took
place up there, they are going to go somewhere else. And
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1 if they do go somewhere else, we are not going to see them 1 the caribou and all these different species of birds will
2 come through here anymore or when they come back from 2 continue to go back there to give birth to their young
3 there, migrating back through here. | know that's not 3 wherethey take their first breath of fresh air, their
4 going to happen anymore. 4 first step on earth, their first bite to eat, where they
5 Inthefall time, like alady up here earlier said, 5 learn to walk, where they learn to run. Everything. All
6 when they come back through here, they let the leaders go 6 that happens up there. And if it'sleft alone, that will
7 through, and then after that people go up there to the 7 continue. That's one thing we do know.
8 camps and make camp and -- but when the caribou show up 8 I thank you for coming, and thank you for listing to
9 here, they finally start showing up, you look at people's 9 thefew wordsthat | had to say. Thank you.
10 attitudes here. Their attitude changed. The caribou are 10 MS. TONYA GARNETT: Edward.
11 here. They know they are going to eat good again. You 11 MR. EDWARD SAM: Good afternoon. To the
12 seeitineverybody, even those kids. They know they are 12 pandl, | wish you would have agood heart and listen to

[ENEN
> w

going to eat good again. That's their lifestyle that's
been their lifestyle, and that's the way they want to keep

B
AW

al these important speeches. From 1988 with different
panels we have expressed the same view. So we are doing

15 it. You know, money -- money isn't everything. 15 samething. | hopeyou are listening. Thereis so much
16 Right here you go out in the woods somewhere, you get 16 thingsto say and so much important things that have been
17 stuck, al the money in the world ain't going to help you. 17 discussed, from the elders from the past, elders that
18 But the caribou or the fish or the ducks or whatever that 18 passes, deceases.
19 go by, there's one thing that everybody has to do, 19 My mind never changed opposing oil development, and
20 everybody. They haveto eat. You can't eat money. 20 it stands. And I'm with all my tribesand I'm glad you
21 That'swhy it's so important to us. That'swhy when | -- 21 aregiving me this opportunity to speak to you. I'man
22 when we mention about money, money isn't everything. You |22 environmentalist. I'm abiologist. And wetry to keep
23 know, it may look that they're poor, really poor here and 23 everything healthy around our area where the waterfowls
24 dl, but thisisarich lifestyle we live here. Healthy. 24 will come back. The caribou won't change its migratory
25  AsMyrawas saying, when she goes up to the other 25 route. We areredlly sensitive on al these matters where
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1 places and they see al these health problems, we don't 1 wedon't lose contact with the caribou.
2 havethat here because there is no pollution here. You go 2 Youknow, we have been -- from archeology findings,
3 down to that river and the water or the lakes here, you 3 from 26,000 years that we have been finding in the
4 getacup, youdipit out and you drink it. You can't go 4 headwaters on Canadian side, Old Crow River. Beforeit
5 to Fairbanks and do that at Chena River or you can't go to 5 was hard to get information like that. In order to get
6 Anchorage and do that at Campbell Creek. Noway. Butyou | 6 information like artifacts from the headwaters of Crow
7 can il do that here, and that's what they continue to 7 River, and we have to go through the Canadian embassy, the
8 want to do. 8 American embassy just to pass along a simple paper that --
9 Now, onething | don't really understand right now is 9 thefindings. And since then, so 1984, President Reagan
10 | don't know why some Canadian people couldn't comeover |10 passed into law Freedom of Information Act. That givea
11 here and talk for you because they depend on this caribou 11 big[indiscernible] opening the pages of what we stand
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just as much as these people here do. | don't understand
why they are being left out. Y ou know, they are -- the
Gwich'in people, just like these people are here, and that
part | don't understand. Why aren't they -- some of them
that were able to be here so you could hear their words
about over there. Y ou heard from one of them here
earlier, but | don't think -- I don't think that's right
to just have it mainly in Alaska because Canadaisthe
biggest part of their life over there, too. And | don't
think that's right.

But one last thing that -- one last thing that 1 will
tell you. Everybody in here knowsit. One last thing
I'll tell you isif the coastal plains up there, the
birthing grounds are | eft alone, one thing we do know is
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for.

We found some -- alot of declinein waterfowl. 30,
40 years ago there was plenty. Like oil spill, Exxon
Valdez, it's never been cleaned. They just -- they just
cleaned the surface. And there are still side effects
fromthat. A couple years ago the Deep Horizon [sic] oil
drilling in New Mexico, how many millions of oil that
dispersed into the ocean? | believe some of that oil that
affected that coastal area where the waterfowl and the
geese survived during the winter before their migratory
route. So | blame the oil company for messing up
everything.

Like right now even if they open and develop the --
the oil up there at ANWR or 1002, we still going to pay
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1 $10agalon. | don't think it will change. Since 1977 1 maybe even amonth or two, you would be Indianized. |
2 when thefirst -- first oil flow, thereis over two 2 have proof of that.
3 million barrels aday that goes 90 miles west of Arctic 3 My dad -- my dad came up here 20-something years ago
4 Village going through. The lowest was 250,000 -- that's a 4 from Missouri, and he's never left once. He built usa
5 couple years ago -- that's flowing through. But we till 5 house, me acabin, and al kinds of things. And | just --
6 get the same answer. We -- we still have to pay $10 a 6 | pray and hope that we can keep it that way, not just for
7 galon, $15 for aquart of oil for afuel mixer. When you 7 us, not just for the future, but for the past. | mean,
8 got nojob, it'spretty hard. So | want to ask you 8 people have been fighting for years, and we all -- we are
9 that -- my vote for opening or drilling on ANWR is 9 dl dtill fighting. And we are not going to stop. | just
10 absolutely no. 10 pray and hope that we can keep it that way and just keep
11  Okay. Thank you. Have a safe trip home. 11 everything safe as far as the caribou, the moose,
12 My nameis Edward Sam. I'm herein Arctic Village. 12 everything.
13 I'maresident here all my life. Thank you and have a 13 | just -- | hope you guys respect our wishes and hear
14 safetrip home. 14 everyone out on what we would like to -- how we would like

MR. ANTONIO SISTO: My name is Antonio
Sisto. I'm the grandson of Albert Tritt. What I've got
to say isl| have stories. | have -- thisoneis till to
betold. That story is not for you, but my grandkids.
Living inthe Arctic and Venetie in the past five years,
moving back to the tribal lands of our people, Gwich'in, |
feel dive. | feel happy to be here with my people and
stand with them. The beautiful thing about thisland is
the power that can't be explained. My wife and my sons
are here, and we are happy. And my sons, they will --
they will hunt. And when things are at its worst, we will
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to keep our land. Thank you.

MS. TONYA GARNETT: If everybody doesn't
mind, | have ayoung gentleman that keeps coming up, so
I'll give him aminute.

MR. ALEXANDER STEVENS: My nameis
Alexander Stevens. | come from Fairbanks, Alaska. I'm
standing up here right now because if you drill, it's not
like cutting off abit of your finger. It's not going to
heal back. It'sgoingto stay. It'sgoing to stay like
that forever. So just don't drill. It's not agood idea.

And it's not just the caribou you are affecting; it's all
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have fresh biscuits and fresh mest.

I am proud to help and understand what we don't know
and to show you what you don't understand about this land.
Thefeeling of life on the hill of Arctic Villageisa
beautiful place. Thereisno wordsto explain. It's not
any -- any website, and the feeling ismagic. | just want
to say thank you and Mahsi' Choo.

MS. KATE HOLLANDSWORTH: Hi. I'mKate
Hollandsworth. | grew up herein Arctic Village. 1'm 25
years old -- so growing up here, it's hard to explain. |
can't -- it's been amazing. Thisis my baby right here,
Ryker. | was maybe about three months old [sic] with him
when | went out hunting for caribou. And | believe | made
him strong already by doing that. | plan on doing it
years from now and again thisfall. | know women before
me and | pray for women after me to keep hunting while
they are pregnant with their babies, with their
grandbabies.

I'm up here speaking for my baby. He can't really
talk too well, but I'm up here speaking for him. | want a
future for him to learn our way of life, notina
classroom, not in a building; up there in the mountains,
inthetrees, inthefresh air. | believe that's the only
way to learn our way of life. And as-- asGalen
mentioned earlier, if you wereto be here for ayear,
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the other animalsin that area, too; all the birds. And
which one is amore valuable resource: The way -- our
culture, the way the culture moves or oil?

So if you wanted to protect something valuable, you
should protect the culture. And | am ten years old.

MS. TONYA GARNETT: We had no ideawhat
thiskid was going to say when | gave him the mic. Good
job.

Robbie.

MR. ROBBIE MARTIN: Hi. I'm Robbie from
Venetie, but | have been living herein Arctic Village.

My parents are Shayna Tritt and James Martin. And my dad
taught me how to cook over a campfireinto the woods. |
learned how to cook ducks and cut the caribou and use some
of the parts to cook over thefire. And I'm 13 yearsold.
It'sablessing to have. | don't want to lose or throw
that away.

It's hurting to think that the oil companies are
trying to take over on what we have, such as our land,
animals, but we rely on most importantly the caribou.

Thank you for listening.

MS. CHARLENE STERN: Good afternoon.
(Speaking in Gwich'in.) My nameis Charlene Stern. My
parents are Florence Newman and Peter Stern. My
grandparents are the late James and Maggie Gilbert of
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1 Vashraii K'oo. That'swhere| come from. 1 caribou from the cracksin the cache to make a soup broth
2 So you know, alot of this proposal hasto do with 2 out of them for our family to continue living. That's the
3 theleasing program. And yet our people have been talking 3 kind of hard lives that people our -- where we come from.
4 about exploration and development. And | understand that, 4 | also want to just say something about my
5 you know, depending on the outcome of this EIS, thereis 5 grandmother. She was astory teller, atraditional
6 potential for abigger EISin the future regarding 6 knowledge keeper, Maggie Gilbert. And she oncetold us
7 development. But | think what you have to understand even 7 this story, this dream that she had. And this dream was
8 inthisprocessis, for usthey're both related and that 8 her walking in the mountain, and she came across one of
9 we seethis proposal asafoot inthedoor. Andto us 9 the caribou, the leaders, the old bulls, and he just
10 that isathreat, adirect threat. And so we oppose that. 10 looked so poor and his fur was coming out, and he looked
11 We have opposed that for over 30 years. And | think, you 11 very unheathy. And she spoketo him. And our people

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

know, you have judged the sentiment from the room that we
have a no-compromise position on some of those pieces.
Asour hunters, as our leaders, as our elders, as our
youth have spoken, what you are really hearing from is not
just the people of Arctic Village and Venetie. You're
hearing from caribou experts. Y ou're hearing from caribou
biologists. You're hearing from wildlife biologists.
Y ou're hearing from botanists. That'sthe level of skill
and training and knowledge that they hold. They might not
hold a degree from awestern institution, but that's that
level of knowledge. And | think it's important that we
respect that.
They aso, in addition to having that expertise, are
managers of these resources. We have been managing the
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believe that we have a relationship, especially back then
where we could understand the caribou and they could
understand us.

And she asked him in our language what was wrong with
him, and he turned around and he said, there is no caribou
following me. Thereisno caribou following me. And so
when Faith was talking about prophecies, that's a
prophesy.

And so when we hear about this leasing program,
that's the fear. Y ou know, like | said, you guys think,
well, you know, depending on this, there may be alater
EIS, but this -- this scares us, this proposal.

| want to make a clarification. A lot of our people
have talked about the birthplace of the caribou. We are
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caribou. We have been managing the moose in this area.
We have been managing the fish, the wildlife, the
waterfowl for aslong as we have been here. Whenever our
hunters make a decision about harvesting, they are
practicing active management. When they decide not to
shoot the first leaders that come through, they are
practicing active management. When they decide to take a
bull and not a cow, they are practicing active management.
And so | want to make that record clear because |
think sometimes there is this notion that our management
is not enough, that we are not qualified as biologists,
that we always need these experts from western
institutions to affirm our knowledge that we know based on
many, many generations. So I'll make that clear.
Our people -- it's hard to describe because you guys
just seethevillage asitisnow. But when | think about
my grandparents, they lived all across thisland, all
across these mountains, all across these lakes and rivers.
And there are many times where the animals weren't there
when they needed them. And our people faced starvation,
you know. My mom tellsastory. Shegrew up -- she was
born out here on the land, not in a hospital. And she
tells a story about one time they ran out of food, and so
her mom, who was blind, went to the cache, and she was
literally scraping crumbs from our dry meat off our -- our
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talking about the calving grounds and the post calving
grounds. | want to make sure that that'sin the record.
| think that our people are looking forward to
participating as cooperating agencies, our tribesin this
process. We are also very much interested in the Section
106 process. We are the ones that have the knowledge, our
elders and our tribal leaders, about our traditional
cultural properties. And because we have lived all over
these lands -- north, south, east and west of here --
there are many traditional cultural propertiesthat have
aready been documented, but there's many, many more that
have yet to be documented. And so we look forward to
being able to work together to make sure that those are
documented in this process.
So those are just a couple things that | wanted to

say. Mahsi' Choo. Thank you very much.

MS. TONYA GARNETT: We have another young
gentleman.

MR. MARK JUNIOR: My nameisMark Junior,
and I'm nineyearsold. And | don't want them to take
away the caribou because we love them alot and we don't
want them to go away, ever. We want them to stay here.
So please don't take them away. Mahsi' Choo.

MS. TONYA GARNETT: All right. Isthere
anybody else that wanted to -- Carrie? | believe Carrie
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1 isthelast person, unless somebody el se wants to. 1 percentage of households across the Y ukon flats rely on
2 Thank you guysfor sticking around. 2 the Porcupine caribou herd: Trade networks, social
3 MS. CARRIE STEVENS: My commentsare maybe | 3 networks, spiritual networks, cultural networks. This has
4 only about 45 minutes. It'sbrief. 4 been documented numerous times. We shouldn't even have to
5 My nameis Carrie Stevens, and | first cameto live 5 debate the level of scoping that should be taking place.
6 inArctic Villagein 1999. And from there | was very -- 6 Now, that's just Porcupine caribou. So | desperately
7 very blessed to have that opportunity. So | thank Arctic 7 urgeyou to consider those communities as scoping
8 Village for always welcoming me, taking care of me and my 8 communities and within your ANILCA 810 analysis and your
9 son. They arethe most gracious people, if you haven't 9 historic 106 analysis. The chief -- the traditional chief
10 noticed. There aren't very many places on earth that are 10 of Beaver isfrom here. Everyoneisrelated. Their
11 left that arelike this. Maybe on our hands we can look 11 social networks arerelated. Their food sovereignty is

at intact ecosystems that are still in relationship with
indigenous peoples. | do not take thislightly.

Thisis one of the last great places on our earth
that we sit with holy people. We hear that many times.
Thereis-- one of the only historic sitesin our stateis
here, and it isachurch. Their stories carry that
spirit. And so | always have to recognize that and this
deep relationship with the world around them and the
ecosystem. And you have heard that all day.

So I'm very, very concerned about the scoping
process, the EIS process, the 106, the 810 processes. |
understand you have amandate. That's alaw that you
didn't write that was passed. However, it is still within
your hands to ensure that the best possible job is done,
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interrelated. Their food security, their health, their
well-being isal interrelated.

Now, we haven't even discussed migratory waterfowl.
We have the Alaska Migratory Bird Treaty Act. Those
waterfowl feed large portions of this state. And that
food is critical, critical to the spring resources and why
thereisaspecial spring hunt. So I'm very concerned
about the limit on the scoping and on the analysis and on
theimpact. Itisasif you drop apebblein alake and
it will continue and it will reach out for longer than you
can see. That ishow far the birthing ground impact
reaches, directly. So | would like to have that on record
and continue to have that on record. That was one of the
main points | wanted to make.
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that it is the most comprehensive, holistic, thorough
study. | urge you desperately not to rush and not to make
haste in this work because that really truly is on you.

Asyou can tell, thisisthe lives of these people.
Thisisthelives of their relatives, the caribou. And
yesterday | grew very concerned about the limit of the
scope of the impact, particularly asit relatesto
subsistence or ways of life.

We know that thisisthe largest refuge in the United
States, although Steve and the Y ukon Delta refuge might
have wrestling matches over that, | hear. It's maybe a
few acres here or there. And it's one of threein our
entire country that is a managed remotely. Thereisa
sign at the airport.

Y ou know that, aswe just heard from Dr. Stern, this
isaroom full of doctors. And no one has the knowledge
that they have related to this place.

Y esterday again | grew very concerned about
misinformation regarding the ANILCA 810 analysis and the
limitation of that scope and the limitation of the scope
of thework. The birthing grounds and nurseries of the
coastal plain feed far more than this community, than the
Venetie community, than the Fort Y ukon community. Fort
Y ukon is not standing up for their brothers and sisters.
They are direct harvesters, and it is shown that large
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| aso have great concern regarding data. And I'm
sorry -- oh, good. Paul isstill here. Those gentlemen
are dtill here. Did you guys get all that? Paul, did you
get al that? Making sure. All right.

Thereisalarge body of documentation of historical
oral stories. | couldn't even name the number of people
who have made their careers on the relationships and
networks of self-reliance of food resources alone in the
region. But thereis ahuge data gap in harvest data for
this community. So | don't -- you are going to have a
very large challenge in making an adequate, educated and
informed decision with the data that you have because it
isvery limited.

So only if you are working again with tribal
governments to ensure that -- this data -- tribes should
have been collecting this data for years in partnership
with the refuges. So you are going to run into some
serious data gap issues there. Again, I'm worried about
the scope of impact.

Also, | don't even think we have discussed today
transportation corridors related to leasing or related to
development and the impact on any transportation corridors
and footprints on, of course, al of the resources we have
aready heard about today, on water resources and on air
resources.
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1 I'm al'so worried about your time frame. You are 1 It is simply wrong to speed ahead and not consider
2 going to have to document worst case scenarios and what is 2 that seismic. It'sanintegral part of the whole
3 your mitigation methodology going to be for those impacts. 3 operation that you are conceptualizing how you are going
4 We cannot plan that everything will be fine because we 4 to overlay the 0il and gas |leasing program on the existing
5 know it will not be. 5 [indiscernible] of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to
6 Soredly | just -- | very much appreciate your 6 preservethislandinitsnatural diversity of habitats
7 coming here. | know it'salong trip. | appreciate you 7 and populations, for water quality and quantity, for
8 listening all day to an amazing wealth of knowledge, but 8 subsistence, for upholding international treaties.
9 for these reasons | very much continue to request and push 9  Thisisavery different reality than the Nationa
10 on the extension for the scoping period and that you 10 Petroleum Reserve and you are not proposing a petroleum
11 increase sites for scoping. 11 reserveon awildliferefuge. So given that the refuge
12 | just want to say that thisisyour legacy. Thisis 12 was safe, there was not alot of funding for scientific
13 your legacy. All of you sitting at this table have power 13 studiesfor decades. The baseline information and

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

and authority. And therearelives. It'slike awar.

There are lives at stake. And | just hope every night you
can think about the legacy that you leave for your
children and your grandchildren as you consider every
else's grandchildren and children after that and this
great, great wonderful amazing place that's one of very
few left on this earth.

The National Petroleum Reserve sits right next door,
and it's not even tapped out. It's not even tapped out.
It'sright there.

So thank you. Thank you for your time, your
consideration. And with all due respect, | very much

integrating that together for any place will take longer
than ayear.

So thisis ahighly palitical decisionin aplace
that it should not have. So | urge you to reconsider how
you are ramming through thinking you are going to do
leasing in this -- in this narrow window of time. It
won't work. And you will not be evaluating the direct,
cumulative and other impacts not only that will happen up
in the coastal plain itself, the connections to here that
are very vibrant every day, the way the birds, the way the
other animals connect to other parts of the world, the
whales, the seals and the way that the ocean and the land
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thank the elders and everybody from Arctic Village. Thank
you.
MS. PAMELA A. MILLER: Hello. My nameis

Pamela A. Miller. I'll try to make a very short
statement, and it's about the scope of the change that
thisEISis proposing to look at. Theleaseisnot a
simple piece of paper. You don't do it and then move on
to the details. The lease allows the whole kit and
caboodle. It givesaright, presumably, if it's done like
in the National Petroleum Reserve, to exploration,
development, production, transportation, roads, seismic,
gravel mines, ports, the whole thing. Y ou need to look at
the whole thing now. Y ou can't separate preleasing and
postleasing seismic. They are information the government
should have to inform the leasing program, presumably. It
is acomprehensive part of the whole plan.

In the Prudhoe Bay region, it'sinvolved as much as
32,000 miles of seismic just by 2001. In the offshore,
they have done alot more. They have done 197 miles of
seismic. Thisisdriving heavy machinery in grids 660
feet apart on this fragile tundra. There was aone-time
seismic program. ltslines were oneto six miles apart.
It was avery different program that had longstanding
impacts of which | witnessed in the winter and the summer
and as of the last time | was there.
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have cumulative impacts. In the Trump Administration they
are both being considered at the same time.

So we sit here in one of the most beautiful places on
earth. And you have heard how it'sin everyone's heart
here and it's in the hearts of people al acrossthe
country and -- who have astakein this, but this stake
here is the most powerful of all because they are
connected to the land. They have been that way forever.
And I've learned so much and I'm humbled from the people
here.

So | just wanted to make that point about the
comprehensiveness of the impact statement. And you really
need to take a step back. Thank you.

MS. CORA JOHN: My nameis Cora John, and
I livein Arctic Village. | don't want you to drill
because caribou is our life. When | get older, | want to
learn -- learn my kids to get caribou, skin them and cook.
Drilling isbad and | don't want that to happen to our
culture. So please don't drill. Thank you.

MS. KAREN MOURITSEN: | just want to say
thank you everyone so, so much. Werealy, realy
appreciated your hospitality, your beautiful community,
you all, the community. Wejust really, readly appreciate
it. And we thank everyone for giving us such thoughtful
and heartfelt comments. And we have gotten them all on
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1 therecord, thanksto Mary. We've taken alot of notes. 1 REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE
2 So thank you very, very much. 2 I, MARY A. VAVRIK, RMR Notary Public in and for
3 We had those handouts on the back table that told you 3 the State of Alaska do hereby certify:
4 how to makecomments, if you wanted to fax them or email 4 That the foregoing proceedings were taken before
5 them or send us a letter. And so if you didn't piCk any 5 ne at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
6 up - and | think there might not be any left -- but we 6 proceedings were reported stenographically by me and |ater
7 will get you some more so that we can make sure and get 7 transcribed under ny direction by conputer transcription;
8 your comments. Andjust thankyou. Doyouwanttosiy 8 that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedings
9 somethingin closing? 9 taken at that time; and that | amnot a party to nor have
10 MS. TONYA GARNETT: Closing quick prayer. 10 | any interest in the outcome of the action herein
11 MS. KAREN MOURITSEN: Okay. That would be |11 contai ned.
12 great. Thank you so much everyone. 12 IN W TNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscribed
13 MR.JIMMY JOHN: | just want to say thank 13 ny hand and affixed ny seal this ____ day of June 2018.
14 you. Great, great thanksto Tiffany Yatlin, Charlene 14
15 Stern, Tonya Garnett, Faith Gemmill, Sarah James, the 15 e —
16 people who cooked: Marty Russell, Marion Swaney, Darryl, |16 R’\(leog{iasrtyergt?bll\i/béi;torRe Oarlélf:;
17 thegrill boy, Nikolai. And | got musicians. Who are 17
18 they? They're not around. | don't know. But al of you. 18 My Conmi ssion Expires: November 5, 2020
19 All theyouth, good talking. | likethat. Keep it up. 19
20 And eldersright there. And my visitors. Thank you. 20
21 [indiscernible] You peopledo it some more. I'll be 21
22 therewaiting for you guys. | want to know what you guys 22
23 areupto. Thank you very much. So thank you very much, 23
24 everybody. 24
25 (Off the record.) 25
Page 147
1 (A closing prayer was offered.)
2 (Proceedings adjourned at 5:37 p.m.)
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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		table (6)

		tactic (1)

		taiga (2)

		talk (33)

		talked (2)

		talking (19)

		talks (2)

		Tanana (3)

		tanks (1)

		tapped (2)

		target (1)

		taste (2)

		taught (21)

		Tax (12)

		tea (1)

		teach (13)

		teacher (2)

		teaching (2)

		teachings (5)

		teammates (1)

		teams (1)

		tear (1)

		tears (3)

		technology (3)

		teller (1)

		telling (7)

		tells (3)

		ten (8)

		tens (1)

		tentative (1)

		tenth (3)

		tents (1)

		tern (1)

		territories (4)

		territory (3)

		testified (2)

		testify (3)

		Texas (1)

		thankful (1)

		thanks (4)

		thawing (1)

		thereby (1)

		thick (1)

		thinking (9)

		third (1)

		thorough (1)

		though (5)

		thought (9)

		thoughtful (1)

		thoughts (3)

		thousand (1)

		thousands (16)

		threat (7)

		threatened (5)

		threatens (1)

		threats (1)

		three (16)

		three-quarter (1)

		thrive (1)

		throughout (12)

		throw (3)

		THUMMA (5)

		ticks (2)

		Tiffany (2)

		till (3)

		timber (1)

		timberline (1)

		timeline (1)

		times (14)

		timing (2)

		tired (2)

		title (4)

		Titus (1)

		Tlingit (1)

		Today (32)

		together (6)

		told (10)

		tomorrow (1)

		Tonya (21)

		took (10)

		tools (6)

		top (4)

		total (1)

		totally (2)

		touch (4)

		tough (1)

		toward (3)

		towards (2)

		towers (2)

		tract (1)

		tracts (1)

		trade (4)

		traditional (7)

		traditions (1)

		traffic (1)

		tragedy (2)

		trail (3)

		trailer (1)

		trailers (1)

		trails (1)

		train (4)

		training (1)

		transcript (1)

		transcripts (1)

		transferred (1)

		transition (1)

		translate (1)

		translated (1)

		Translating (12)

		translation (1)

		translator (2)

		transportation (3)

		trap (2)

		traps (1)

		Trash (2)

		travel (7)

		traveled (1)

		traveling (1)

		travels (2)

		treat (2)

		treaties (1)

		treaty (5)

		treeline (2)

		Treenahtsyaa (1)

		trees (9)

		trespassers (1)

		Tribal (19)

		tribe (18)

		tribe's (2)

		tribes (18)

		tributaries (1)

		tricked (1)

		tried (1)

		Trimble (2)

		trip (4)

		trips (1)

		Tritt (27)

		Tritt's (1)

		TRITT-KENDI (3)

		trouble (1)

		trouts (1)

		true (6)

		truly (1)

		Trump (9)

		trust (3)

		trusted (1)

		trusting (1)

		truth (3)

		try (21)

		trying (21)

		tundra (7)

		turn (2)

		turned (1)

		turnpike (1)

		TV (1)

		twin (1)

		Twitchell (1)

		two (26)

		two-cycle (1)

		two-gallon (1)

		two-opportunity (1)

		two-time (1)

		type (4)

		types (2)



		U

		ultimately (1)

		Uncle (1)

		uncles (3)

		under (9)

		understood (1)

		undertake (1)

		undo (1)

		unexplainable (1)

		unhealthy (1)

		unilaterally (1)

		United (19)

		unless (2)

		unlimited (1)

		up (234)

		upholding (1)

		uplands (1)

		uplifted (1)

		upon (7)

		upriver (5)

		ups (1)

		urge (3)

		use (21)

		used (11)

		uses (4)

		using (2)

		usual (1)

		Utah (1)

		utilize (1)

		Utqiagvik (1)



		V

		Valdez (2)

		valleys (3)

		valuable (4)

		value (7)

		values (5)

		Vardens (1)

		various (3)

		Vashraii (4)

		vast (1)

		Vavrik (1)

		vegetation (4)

		Venetie (29)

		vest (1)

		viber (3)

		vibrant (1)

		video (1)

		videographers (1)

		view (1)

		village (66)

		villages (8)

		violate (2)

		violating (1)

		violation (2)

		visit (1)

		visitor (1)

		visitors (4)

		vital (2)

		voice (6)

		volunteering (1)

		vote (3)

		voted (1)



		W

		Wackowski (1)

		wait (2)

		waiting (9)

		wake (4)

		walk (10)

		walked (1)

		walking (7)

		wall (1)

		wanton (1)

		wants (5)

		war (3)

		warm (1)

		warmer (1)

		warming (1)

		warmth (1)

		warned (1)

		Washington (4)

		waste (4)

		wasted (2)

		watch (1)

		watching (1)

		water (21)

		waterfowl (13)

		waterfowls (2)

		waters (4)

		wave (2)

		way (82)

		ways (12)

		wealth (1)

		weather (4)

		website (1)

		week (6)

		weeks (5)

		welcome (12)

		welcoming (3)

		well-being (8)

		well-organized (1)

		weren't (2)

		west (2)

		western (6)

		whales (1)

		whaling (2)

		what's (16)

		whenever (3)

		whereas (1)

		white (10)

		whitefish (1)

		Whitehorse (2)

		WHITWELL (2)

		whole (23)

		WIEHL (1)

		wife (5)

		WILBUR (4)

		Wild (1)

		wilderness (2)

		Wildlife (25)

		willows (2)

		WILLOYA (1)

		wind (2)

		window (4)

		windy (2)

		Winston (4)

		winter (11)

		winters (1)

		Wintoo (1)

		wiped (1)

		wisdom (1)

		wise (2)

		wiser (1)

		wish (2)

		wishes (1)

		within (13)

		Without (7)

		witnessed (1)

		wolf (4)

		wolves (2)

		woman (5)

		Women (9)

		wonder (1)

		wonderful (3)

		wondering (1)

		wood (3)

		woods (2)

		word (5)

		words (8)

		wore (1)

		work (17)

		worked (5)

		workers (2)

		working (9)

		works (2)

		world (23)

		worried (12)

		worry (1)

		worst (2)

		wow (2)

		wrestling (1)

		write (4)

		writer (1)

		written (5)

		wrong (9)

		wrongful (1)

		wrote (4)



		Y

		Yatlin (1)

		year (25)

		Year's (1)

		year-round (2)

		years (83)

		yell (1)

		yelling (1)

		yesterday (11)

		York (2)

		young (22)

		younger (2)

		youngest (2)

		youth (8)

		Yukon (17)



		Z

		Zealand (1)

		Ziploc (1)



		[

		[inaudible] (1)

		[indicating] (3)

		[indicernible] (1)

		[indiscernible] (8)

		[ph] (2)

		[sic] (2)








© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

COASTAL PLAIN O L AND GAS LEASI NG PROGRAM
ENVI RONVENTAL | MPACT STATEMENT
PUBLI C SCOPI NG MEETI NG

Taken May 24, 2018
Commencing at 11:36 a.m

Pages 1 - 148, inclusive

Taken at
Communi ty Hal |
Arctic Vill age, Al aska

Reported by:
Mary A. Vavrik, RWVR

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

For

United States Departnent of

A-P-P-E-A-RANGCE-S

M ner al s Managenent:

For

United States Departnent of

Joe Bal ash
Assi stant Secretary

Kat e MacQG egor
Deputy Assistant Secretary

St eve WackowsKki
Seni or Advi sor of Al aska Affairs

Managenent :

For

United States Departnent of

Karen Mburitsen
Acting State Director

Ni col e Hayes
Pr oj ect Manager

Fish & WIldlife Service:

Karen d ark
Regi onal Director

St eve Berendzen
Arcti c Refuge Manager

Hol lis Twi tchell
Nat ur al Resource Speci al i st

For EMPSI :

Chad Ri ckl efs

Proj ect Manager
For SRBA:

Paul Lawr ence

Seni or Research Associ ate
Taken by:

Mary A. Vavrik, RWR

I nterior,

I nterior,

I nterior,

Lands and

Bur eau of Land

Depart nent of

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

BE I T KNOMWN t hat the af orenenti oned proceedi ngs were taken
at the tine and place duly noted on the title page, before
Mary A. Vavrik, Registered Merit Reporter and Notary

Public within and for the State of Al aska.

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS
MS. MYRA THUMWWA: We are going to open up
with a prayer.
(I nvocation offered by Myra Thunma.)

MR JAMES JOHN: Ckay. (Speaking in

GrMch'in.) M nane's Janmes John. [|I'mfirst chief of
Arctic. | grew up around this village. Since | have been
alittle kid, |I have been hunting caribou. | have been
living only and | live around subsistence life. M way of

living is just live off the animals. And all ny people

are the sane as what |'mdoing right now And we are
asking for people's help with what |'m doing right now.
| appreciate you guys conm ng out here. | hope you

just keep in mnd what we are doing right now. Thank you
very much for all of you and ny people and for comng this
way and Mahsi' Choo.
MR. DENNI S ERI CK: Hel | o. My name is

Dennis Erick. I'mthe first chief of Venetie. 1'd like
to welcone all the visitors that cane to Arctic and al
the visitors that represent us, and all the people that
don't represent us, but you know you are wel cone. W
al ways wel conme everybody, no nmatter how we are. W got a
good heart.

But I'd Iike to say sonet hing about the caribou. The

cari bou, when | lived in Venetie, it's kind of farther.
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It's kind of farther to get caribou. But even then, we
still get caribou. W still live off the caribou. Al so,
my brothers and ny sisters, ny aunties and uncl es,
grandpa, grandma, great-great grandpa, great-great
grandma, they all taught us this. 1It's our way of life.
We can't just wal k away fromthe way we |ive.

And there is not only caribou. There is also
mgratory bird, waterfow, fish, shorebirds, all of them
they live up there in the coastal plains. And we need to
protect it, no matter what. W have to encourage our
people to do what ny grandpa did, to do what their grandpa
did. They survived. W didn't have no sugar. W didn't

have coffee. Now we do because we are living in the

nodern world, but we still depend on the cari bou.

As a chief, and ny people -- | love ny people, even
t hough even if | don't look like it, | still deep in the
heart. And that's all | got to say. Thank you.

MS. KAREN MOURI TSEN: Ckay. Thank you.
Hel | o, everyone. |'mKaren Muuritsen. |I'mthe BLMs
Acting State Director for the State of Alaska. | really
want to thank the community for wel com ng us here to your
community. W're here to talk about the |easing EIS for
the coastal plain with you. W really thank you for the
wel cone. The dinner |ast night was wonderful. | had the

cari bou stew and the caribou and the fish. So thank you
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so nuch for that, and the dancing and the nusic. It was
just great. So thank you for that.

| would like to just introduce a few people and just
tell alittle bit about the format of the neeting, and
then we wll get started.

So l'd like to introduce Joe Bal ash. He's the
Assi stant Secretary for Lands and M neral s Managenent at
the Departnent of Interior. And Steve Wackowski is the
Departnent of Interior Senior Advisor to the Secretary for
Al aska. Kate MacG egor is our Deputy Assistant Secretary
for Lands and M neral s Managenent. Karen Cark is our

Assi stant Regional Director for the Fish & Wldlife

Service here in Al aska. Steve Berendzen -- where did
Steve go -- the refuge manager nmaybe you know. Hollis
Twitchell -- Hollis, thank you. N cole Hayes is the

proj ect manager who will be giving the presentation in

just a mnute. Chad Ricklefs and Paul Law ence are
hel ping with the sign-ins.

Mary Vavrik is our court reporter, and she's taking
down the coments fromyou all. It's really inportant for
us to hear your ideas about this, so she's going to take
down your comrents, and that's why we have the m crophone
here so she can hear and get the comments.

W al so -- Debbie is going to translate for us if

anyone wants a translator. Thank you, Debbie, for
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agreeing to do that. And then we have the videographers
here who -- back here who have been naking the docunentary
for a while around here. So they are going to film sone
of the comments peopl e nmake.

We are here for the scoping neeting for this coastal
plain leasing EI'S. And scoping nmeans that we are just
starting the process. W are trying to figure out what
| ssues we shoul d address while we do this Environnental
| npact Statenent. So the purpose is to hear fromyou all.
W want to hear if you have got issues you would |i ke us
to address in that EIS. And so we are -- N cole is going
to give you a presentation in a mnute, but nostly this is
to hear fromyou all.

And after N cole does the presentation, we would |ike
to have people start comng up to the m crophone maybe
starting with the elders if we have sone el ders that want
to talk, and then Arctic Village residents, we woul d
really like to hear fromyou all, and then everyone el se.
And so we really do want to hear your thoughts.

So Nicole, do you want to start the presentation?

M5. NI COLE HAYES:. Thank you, Karen. And
l'"mreally bad about the mc, so if I walk away, just wave
your hand.

Li ke she said, thank you. Thank you for wel com ng

us. W are really glad to be here and we really | ook
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forward to hearing fromyou. As Tonya rem nded ne, people
want to speak and share their thoughts, so |'mgoing to go
t hrough the presentation fairly quickly, but I want to
hel p frame what exactly we are doing here and al so share
with you how you coul d best provide input to informour
deci si onnmaki ng process. So that's what |I'm going to focus
on.

So again, the agenda is: Wiy are we here? What is
the coastal plain EIS? Wat is the BLMrequired to do?
What are the agency responsibilities? Wat is BLM
responsible for? What is the Fish & WIldlife Service
responsi ble for? Wat is the NEPA process? You hear NEPA
referred to often. W w il what explain the NEPA process
Is. We will share how subsi stence and ANI LCA Section 810
fits into that NEPA process. W know that's one of the
maj or concerns and issues, so we will touch on that and
t hen provide you guys an opportunity to share information.

And then the nost inportant part is howto

participate. So we will tell you all the ways that you
can participate. 1'Il touch on themnow. There are sone
sign-in sheets back there. There is fornms. |If you

haven't picked up a handout, pick up a handout. You can
submt witten comments. You can submt oral comments.
You can go online and submt the formonline. So there is

vari ous ways. Again, we want to hear fromyou during this
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peri od and get your thoughts and comments and the issues
we shoul d be analyzing in the EI S
| forgot to nention, Debbie was going to kind of
summari ze what | say after each slide in GMch'in, so I'm
going to let her cone up here and speak for just a nonent.
(Translating into GMch'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: So what I'mgoing to
cover nowis the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017. And you
w Il hear that commonly referred to as the Tax Act. This
is basically the requirenents of the Secretary of the

Interior and the BLM This map that's being displ ayed up

here -- and you guys have probably seen it in other

places -- is the map that's specifically referenced in the
Tax Act. It outlines the coastal plain area, which is

al so commonly referred to as the 1002 area. You will hear
us call it the coastal plains for the Coastal Plain Q|

and Gas Leasing EIS. The coastal plain area enconpasses
1.6 mllion acres of the 19.3 mllion acres of the Arctic
Nati onal WIldlife Refuge.

Section 20001 of the Tax Act specifically requires
the Secretary of the Interior to do, acting through the
Bureau of Land Managenent, is to establish a conpetitive
oil and gas | easing program simlar to what's done under
NPR- A, or the National Petrol eum Reserve, under the Naval

Pet r ol eum Reserves Production Act of 1976. So t he
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10

requi rements are to inplenent this oil and gas | easing
programsimlar to howit's done in NPRRA So that's a
requi renment of us.

Al so, we are required to hold not fewer than two
| ease sales, the first one having to occur within the next
four years. The second one is required to occur wthin
t he next seven years. And the other requirenents are that
not fewer than 400,000 acres of the highest potenti al
hydr ocarbon areas shall be offered for | ease. So those
are the requirenents that we are operating under right
Now.

And |I'mgoing to provide sone information to you al
about how best to help inform how we can protect those
critical areas and have conditions so that it is -- we
foll ow t he NEPA process and we preserve, enhance, protect
as best we can those areas that may be | eased.

So the agency responsibilities for -- I'msorry.
Debbi e, did you want to --

(Translating into GMch'in.)

MS. NI COLE HAYES:. So the agency
responsibilities for the coastal plain |leasing EI' S fal
nostly with BLM because they were designated within the
Tax Act to inplenent the oil and gas leasing EIS. W are
the | ead federal agency for the EIS, so that's why we are

up here speaking. And I'mthe designated project manager
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11

for it. W will be responsible for the |easing program
and to have the | ease sales. The Fish & Wldlife Service,
we are working closely with them They are a cooperating
agency. (Qbviously, they know the refuge well, and they
adm ni ster the surface of the Arctic National Wldlife
Ref uge.
(Translating into GM ch'in.)

M5. NI COLE HAYES: So this slide outlines
the BLM oil and gas | easi ng and devel opment process.
just want to highlight we are working on the | easing

phase. And the EIS, the Environmental |npact Statenent,

is for leasing. Any other activities -- seismc
activities, post-|lease exploration drilling, devel opnent,
production, other requirenents of the Tax Act -- which the

Tax Act does require the Secretary to authorize up to
2,000 surface acres of devel opnent, but any of those
aut hori zati ons woul d require separate NEPA analysis. So
we are focusing on the |leasing and the EIS to have those
| ease sales. Again, if there are subsequent activities
that occur pre or after a | ease sale occurs, there will be
anot her NEPA process. So there will be an opportunity to
provide input and to share information prior to decisions
bei ng made about those activities.

(Translating into GMch'in.)

M5. NICOLE HAYES: So this is kind of a
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busy, boring slide, but this is what the Nati onal
Environmental Policy Act is. And I'mjust going to

qui ckly wal k through how t he process works because this is
really inportant because this is where we get the public

i nput. When there is a federal action that may have a
significant inpact on -- on sonething on the environnent,
then the federal governnent is required to devel op an
Environmental | npact Statenent. So that is what we are
doing for this leasing program It was initiated, and the
requi renment started with the passing of the Tax Act.

We have to publish a notice of intent to say that we
are going to do an Environnental |npact Statenent, so that
was done on April 20th. And that kicks off the scoping
period. The standard scoping periods are 30 days. W
initiated it with a 60-day scoping period. Currently that
ends on June 19th. That little red flag in the far
ri ght-hand corner shows where we are right now.

And this is the really inportant part of the process
because this is where we get input fromthe public that
tells us what we should be analyzing in the EIS so that we
can make inforned decisions. This is where we hear
concerns, we |earn about the issues, and we al so | earn
ways to of fset some of those inpacts that may occur. So
that's the type of input we are | ooking for.

After the scoping period closes, we produce a scoping
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report, and then we start developing alternatives for the
proposed action. There are sone specific requirenents we
know we have to fit within. There nust be at | east

400, 000 acres offered for lease, and we knowit's within

t he coastal plain area. So sone of the things that would
really help us is -- for the alternatives devel opnent is
under st andi ng naybe timng restrictions or areas to avoid,
| easing restrictions where we would have no surface
occupancy, things like that. And I'll go into that a
little bit nore.

W then wite the draft EIS, and the draft EIS is
anot her opportunity for the public to provide coment.
That gets published and we cone out and do neetings again
to get input on the information that's in that docunent,
and then we go back and take all the comments that we
recei ve and we revise the docunent and devel op a fi nal

EIS. And then after the final EIS is conpleted, we

13

publ i sh a Record of Decision, and then a | ease sale may be

hel d.

| also just want to enphasize that there is two nain
parts in here where there is periods for public comment,
but we al so have ot her opportunities where we consult.
For exanpl e, governnent-to-government consultation is
ongoi ng throughout the entire cycle of this NEPA process.

So we receive input fromaffected tribes throughout the
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process. So it's not just a two-tine or two-opportunity
tine to receive input, necessarily.

(Translating into GaMch'in.)

M5. NICOLE HAYES: So this slide just
showi ng how the Section 810 of AN LCA process fits into
the NEPA process. It is separate fromthe NEPA anal ysis,
but it's a really critical conmponent that we address
obvi ously here in Al aska.

So the initial 810 evaluation is appended to the
draft EIS. The draft EIS identifies the subsistence uses
and resources, so the information provided during scoping
really inforns what is in that initial 810 finding. So we
have to use information that's put into this EIS to make a
determ nation for subsistence use inpacts. So after the
draft EIS is conpleted, concurrently we do that initial
810 eval uation which is appended to the draft EIS.

And then if the initial evaluation is it may
significantly restrict subsistence uses, then we have
subsi stence hearings. Those, again, are concurrent wth
the public neetings that we hold for the draft EIS, but
they are in the affected communities of which there is a
finding that there nmay be a significant restriction to
subsi stence uses. And those neetings are separate.

After those neetings, we take all of the infornmation

t hat we | earn. There i s recomendati ons about how to
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avoid or mnimze inpacts to those subsi stence resources,
and then a final determnation is nade, and that's
appended to the final EIS.

(Translating into GaMch'in.)

M5. NI COLE HAYES: So the decisions that
are to be nade are what do the alternatives | ook I|ike.

And the alternatives really are the | ease stipul ations
that go onto these leasing tracts. So the |easing tract
| ocations and al so the stipulations. Sone exanples are
timng w ndow restrictions, when are the caribou cal ving,
li ke where are the areas that we should avoid entirely.
Those types of things are the -- is the infornmation that
we are |l ooking for fromyou. W know there is concerns
about subsi stence uses and i npacts, but how can we best
avoid them So if you have that sort of information,
pl ease share it with us because that's what we are
i nterested i n hearing.

(Translating into GMch'in.)

MS. NI COLE HAYES:. So part of the NEPA
process is working wth agenci es and governnents that have
speci al i zed expertise or jurisdiction by |law that can help
I nform our process. Today to date we have Fish & Wldlife
Servi ce as a cooperating agency, the State of Al aska, the
Nort h Sl ope Borough. And as of yesterday we al so have the

Native Village of Venetie Tribal Governnent, the Venetie
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Village Council and the Arctic Village Council. So these
are cooperating agencies. Again, they have specialized
expertise that are going to help informthe EI'S and help
I n our decisionnaki ng process.

(Translating into GMch'in.)

M5. NICOLE HAYES: So this is a tentative
schedul e that we have for devel opnent of the EIS. You
wll note a lot of it is in seasons. W are in the
scopi ng period right now W have had requests to extend
t he scoping period that are being considered. W are
| ooking at alternatives devel opnent this sumrer.

Cooper ati ng agenci es, again, participate in hel ping us
draft the EIS and providing input into that EIS. So we
are |l ooking at having a draft EIS this fall. W wll
revise the draft EIS and, based off of the public
f eedback, that takes a few nonths. And then we w ||
publish the final EIS and have a Record of Deci sion, which
Is currently projected to be spring and sunmer of next
year. Again, that's for the | easing conponent and to have
a lease sale. And that's according to the schedul e that
we are on right now.

(Translating into GMch'in.)

M5. NI COLE HAYES: So currently, again, we
are conducting scoping. These are the |ocations in which

we are conducti ng scoping neetings. W reschedul ed --
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originally we were planning on being in Kaktovik this
week, and we had to reschedule. And we plan on going
there June 12th. Qur next neetings will be Fairbanks,
Anchorage, U qi agvi k, Venetie and then Kaktovi k and
Washi ngton D.C. W have received requests for additional
scoping locations that will be considered and we w || be
maki ng a decision on in the near future.

(Translating into GMch'in.)

M5. SARAH JAMES: |I'mtrying to explain to
t hem t hat sone people that don't understand that -- this
I's public land. That's how cone they are having it
t hroughout different places, Washington, D.C, for
exanple, and that kind of stuff. And this has got to do
wth public land. This has got to do with governnent, and
that's why they make sure that -- okay.

(Translating into GMch'in.)

MS. NI COLE HAYES: Again, we have various
ways to provide comment. W are getting ready to open up
the comment. You can public comment right now W do
have a court reporter, as Karen nentioned. Mary is our
court reporter, so we do ask that you cone up to the mc
and clearly state your name. Speak slowy because Mary
will tell you if you are speaking too fast. And if you
need the mc brought to you, just let us know. W would

| i ke elders to cone up and speak first and then residents
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of Arctic village and then everybody el se.

There is various ways if are -- if you don't want to
provi de public coment, you could al so provide public
comment and submt witten coment, which witten conment
i s al ways encouraged. The ways to provide comrents are in
t he packets in the back of the room but also up on the
screen. So you can email, submt themon the form or
mail theminto that address. And again, the scoping
period currently closes June 19th. So pl ease provi de your
conment s.

(Translating into GMch'in.)

MS. NI COLE HAYES: Thank you, Debbi e and
Sarah. So this is the end of ny presentation. And we now
wel cone public comment. | think Tiffany and Tonya were
going to help identify elders to conme up and speak, or
t hey can just conme up and speak.

MR JAMES JOHN: (Speaking in Gamch'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: So just rem nder to
state your nane for the record. And then if you need a
translator into English, because the court reporter needs
it in English for the record, then we need to have it
t ransl at ed.

MR JAMES JOHN: Mahsi' Choo. (Speaking
in GMch'in.) So I'mthinking -- | don't know

[indi scerni ble] on the map exactly where, and right now
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even talking the plan. | don't know where. But seens

li ke that is where the caribou cone from And what 1'd
li ke to see people to fly the young people up there and
where it's going to be and show t hem where the cari bou
calving grounds is. And the Fish & Wldlife, you are the
ones, show the people how the cari bou channel and where
the overfl ows, make sure the caribou [indiscernible]. |
don't think it wll. But | want to see today, | want you
to show thema big map exactly where it is, and | want you
to tell the young people here, this generation, to fly
themup there and take a look at it exactly.

Looks to nme, I'"'mkind of worried this norning. It
| ooks Iike it's going to hurt us because that's where the
caribou is. That's where everything is.

And North Sl ope Borough, you nentioned that, too, you
know. They even got the boundary lines up 20, 30 mles
fromhere up north. And | got ny allotnent in there now
So | don't know why North Sl ope Borough increased their
| ine over the North Slope. But | think the North Sl ope
Bor ough belongs to the Slope. And every tine | say that
peopl e just ignore ne, you know. And let's see what --
that's all | can say. Just show people where exactly you
think that all going to inpose.

20 years ago we got all that closed down

[ ndi scerni ble] south by Venetie. Everybody know. You
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know, we | ost black bear. W lost ground squirrel.
Not hi ng grow back still.

And al so when the pipeline that -- in Arctic Vill age
| remenber we don't have caribou for four years. Four
years.

Thank you.

MR. JONATHAN JOHN: My nane is Jonat han
John. I'mfromArctic Village. And | have been a tri bal
| eader for sone years and before. And back in 1986 when
this whole thing started that | recall, and since then we
have been asking to let the caribou al one, but we stil

have to go and tal k about it. W need to cone

cooperating. | first knowthat it will devastate the
whol e caribou. It wll. The only place -- the only, only
pl ace is calving ground that they will calve is there.
They will calve around here, but it won't sustain itself

as nuch as it would as is the place up there.

Al so, that we know we have been a hunter. W al ways
try to keep our place clean, our |and clean. Even wal ki ng
t hrough the bushes, for instance, the bushes cone off your
clothes, a little lint come off your clothes. Caribou are
the sane. They will snell you right off of the brush.
That's how sensitive they are.

We ask to have sonme nore tine and to discuss it sone

nore, but we are -- ny people have asked a step at a tine
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and we only take one step and we want to be sure before we
t ake anot her one.

But on the other hand, | know that we -- it's part of
our livinghood. Qur caribou is part of our |ivinghood
just as much as fishernen depend on the fish. They depend
on their |ivinghood on the fish, and we -- none of that
has a cash value, but otherwi se value. And it's just a
count to the sane.

So please, | ask and | request to that we be part of
cooperating agency. This much |I ask for right now  Thank
you.

MR. G DEON JAMES. M nane is G deon
Janes. | live in Arctic Village, and |I'm one of the
elders. And | have long years of experience in working
wth the tribe. So what | want to say is that when these
peopl e speak for the animals, it is very -- these are very
intelligent animal. They travel thousands, thousands,
t housands of mles to the feeding ground, into the cal ving
ground. And when they travel, they got their own | eaders.
Any cari bou don't |ead, but they got special group within
their herd that leads. | know that because | used to run
t hem down with snowshoe, and I -- it's a hard tine. |It's
hard to run it down with the group of |eaders |like that.
And you can tell by the calluses in front of their | egs.

There is calluses right there.
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And the reason | bring this up because we are here to
protect mgrating ani mals and species. There is
t housands, thousands of ducks that -- that fly to that
area to nest. Like yesterday or day before, there is new
|life begins up there. There is new life that begins up
there so everybody will stay healthy as in GaMch'in
country.

Al so, a |lot of people that cone to see the
attraction, like hikers and other environnentalist group
that want to see it, they spent their fortune to see it.
And we see it down at the airport. Pretty soon there wll
be hundreds and hundreds of people wal king at the airport.
That's all they are going -- they want to go up to see it.
So we are not alone. W are not al one here.

And what we want to protect is the sole purpose, the
sol e purpose of aninmals to survive, animals to stay
heal thy, to have clean water, clean air, clean food.
That's what our main concernis. And it's -- throughout
the history, our people are really smart, are very
intelligent that they keep these ani nals healthy.

And now, now this Tax Act and Job Act they call it,

we don't call it. Qur president is the one that call it,
and he never paid -- he never showed us that he pay tax.
He never -- he never show us that he worked for anybody

I nstead of | eading you on.
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Thank you.
MR LOU E JOHN. Good norning. M nane is

Loui e John, and I'mhere fromArctic Village. | have a
| ot of experience with caribou. 1'Il tell you a little
story about nyself. Wen | was a kid, | was upriver.

That's our feeding ground. That's our garden out here. A
|l ot of times other society tell us that we are poor. No.
Look at nme. You know, | feeding nyself good because,
| ook, there is a |lot of good food out there. The fish --
because we have been environnentalists for 10,000 years.
And | ook at it. W try to keep our land clean the way it
Is for a thousand years. W don't try to destroy it
because we know it help us. In return, we take care of
the land. In return, it takes care of us. That's the way
we bel i eve.

And when | was a kid, | didn't know about Lower 48.
All I knowis ny life here. That's all | knew until BIA
cane around and start teaching us about Liberty Bell that
crack until it rain -- it rained until it crack, you know.
And that was our freedom So they tell us about all these
hi stories, you know, polar bear and revol ution and al
that stuff so they could convert us into your society.
And that was it.

But we know that you go to school so you could be

going to work in the future. That's howit works. |
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understand |l ater on. But when | was upriver and all that
canping and getting harvest, spring -- like right now
it's -- our young nmen is going out and getting those
wonderful waterfows. They are on their way to the

cal ving grounds, cal ving grounds of the Porcupine cari bou
herd. And they are going to see sone stuff they are never
going to see. And it will change. That's because one
billionaire scribbled his nane on a piece of paper, you
know, and that's all we ook in our culture. To ne in the
United States, there is a hunman rights issue, but the

ot her one is overl ooked.

But the main thing that | thought that life was |ike
this, that 1'Il be happy. And about 50 years |ater |
didn't know I'lI|l be fighting for ny culture, ny way of
life. And this is where I'mat now. And of course I'm
angry, but I'mgoing to try to nake sense to you. Maybe
you mght do a little bit different. Maybe you keep away
fromthe cal ving grounds because there is not only
cari bou; there is nobose, nusk ox, ground squirrels, mce.
You know, wolf -- wolf goes around there, and when they

got nothing to eat, they eat mice. That's their life. So

all that will be destroyed.

| know it because | have been -- | -- |I'ma heavy
equi pnent operator. |I'ma certified operator, and I'm
also a carpenter. | have been fire fighting as a crew
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boss for 25 years. And | know a | ot of experience. |

even live in the city, and -- but |I'msaying that | want
to experience another job, so | apply around and | ooki ng
for work for -- | wonder how it would be at North Sl ope.

So |l went to the PGS. That's the oil conpany. |
went over there and try to get in there, and then they
accept ne, and I went to the orientation and -- you know,
orientati on about hazardous around the conplex, right?
Hazar dous, right? Gkay. You know that. So they teach us
that, where not to go or where there is a sign there.
There is a sign so we recogni ze those. | got the
orientation.

Then after that they even fly here to pick nme up to
go to the North Slope. And | have to go to Anchorage, way
to Anchorage, then have to fly all the way up there again,
you know. That's a lot of noney, | guess. QI nake al
ki nds of noney.

But so when | was up there, they put ne on that
viber. The viber is seismc work. So |I have been
operating that. And there is a train of Cat, and each one
of themgot a little trailer like, and there is |ike beds
and kitchens and all. They got different |ineup. And
t hey nove canp. And we, viber, we drive in behind. And
when we drive, | could see where all those sleds would

dig, and when they dig in, they tear out the tundra, a big
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piece like this [indicating], and it's |aying around
ever ywher e.

And sonetines out of the blue, we operate, we just
drive along. Al of a sudden there is a burst out of fuel

or hydraulic fuel, and just like that. Like that it

could -- it could splatter out 200 gallons just |like that.
And it wll be all over the snow, tundra, and we have to
clean it up. But it's not 100 percent clean. It could be

80 percent, 90 percent. And that's not clean. That's
anot her i npact.

Not only that, when | take a break been driving a
|l ong time, maybe 12, even 36 hours sonetines, and | get
tired, | stretch out, and sonetines even in your -- | | ook
back, a whole train, Cat trailers and all that nove
forward, noving canp, | |ook back, | could see the thick
bl ack snmoke behind us. | asked them what the heck is
t hat back there? That's us, he said. The whole train
going. That's the exhaust funes, exhaust bl ack snoke.
And |'m sure they land on the snow. In the spring it
nmelts. And caribou, mce, ground squirrels, even ducks,
fish, they taste it, | bet you.

So | ask will you, if you got any heart in your m nd,
Il -- 1 feel like the GMch'in Nation as being a United
States citizen. You know, renmenber about a little girl

that fell into a well? Anybody renenber that? W were up
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here. W were glued to that TV for three days, want that
little girl to get out. That's being a United States
citizen, have a heart for that famly even though we don't
know t hem because we are a United States citizen. Ckay?
When that little girl was -- they took her up to the
surface of earth, you know, even ny brothers and ny sister
junp up joy, they are happy. That's how United States
citizen we are. Even though you guys |ive down there, you
don't know about us.

And t hen anot her tragedy, MOCullough, Christie
McCul | ough, the schoolteacher. School teacher are |ike
not hers or father. They care for you. They protect you.
They do a ot of things. They teach you. And that
happened, another tragedy. It saddened us. W were sad.

And then there is another one canme around, 9/11. W
see that two towers fell down, we were angry because we
are United States citizens. And all that, we care for our
peopl e even though they don't know us, we don't know t hem
but still they are United States citizen.

So about 60 years or so later, | didn't know that the
United States would be against me. And that's how | feel
right now | don't know what to say to you guys. Just
keep away from the cal ving grounds baby for our peopl e,
for your people.

Bush says for everybody, but | don't believe him-- |
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nmean, not Bush. Trunp. I'msorry, but | don't believe
him But you could nmake change. Up to you. So this is a
plea | make to you.

Thank you for |istening.

M5. TONYA GARNETT: (Speaking in
GMch'in.) M nane is Tonya Garnett. |I'mfromArctic
Village. M parents are Lillian and Jerry Garnett. My
grandparents were the late Ezias and Martha Janmes. |I'm
t he great granddaughter of the | ate Reverend Al bert E.
Tritt and Sarah Gho.

And I'mthe executive director for the Native Village
of Venetie Tribal Governnent. And first of all, GMch'in
peopl e are united agai nst any type of devel opnent in the
bi rt hi ng grounds of the Porcupine caribou herd. No
conprom se. | understand from your presentation the
I nformati on you are seeking, but we are still going to
tell you why we are against the oil devel opnent.

You are going to hear people speak today, and sone of
them m ght seemlike they are yelling and mad. It's the
passi on because they are feeling threatened. There is an
I njustice here. The injustice is that we are getting --
we are getting hit fast and hard with a process that's
foreign to us. And we are expected to tell you guys in a
few mnutes -- what is our tine limt on here, supposedly?

MR JOE BALASH: None.
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MS. TONYA GARNETT: No time imt? Well
we are supposed to tell you guys in a few mnutes all the
i nformati on we have about the Porcupine caribou herd, our
way of life and how we are going to be inpacted, and
that's not possible. W have until June 19th to give you
guys our conmments and to educate you guys. That's not
possi ble. W need nore tine. This is an injustice to our
peopl e.

Qur peopl e have been living here since tine
i mmenorial. W can go back generations and generations
and generations. This is where our people lived. W cone
fromholy people. W cone fromGaMch'in people. W cone
fromthe |and. W speak for caribou because the cari bou
can't speak for thenselves. W speak for themin a way
t hat they cannot speak. Their way of life is threatened,
their birthing grounds. And we have lived with them since
time imenorial. Any type of developnent in their
birthing grounds is going to have devastati ng i npacts on
t he Por cupi ne caribou herd, which will directly have
devastating inpacts on GMmch'in people all over Al aska and
Canada. We trade with other villages. W don't get
salnron. And we get caribou, so we trade with them So
every village, GrMch'in village, it will have a direct
I npact on them Negative, negative inpacts.

Wien we | ook around this room here, what | see, | see
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tribal |eaders that give their |ife volunteering to | ead
their people to protect their way of life, and we are
constantly having to fight our own federal governnent to
try to continue to live the way our people have lived for
t housands and t housands of years. That's an injustice.
We have that basic human right. You |ook around this
room | see kids. | see kids.

Qur connection to the caribou is strong. Last summer
we had a culture canp. This nountain up here, Dachanl ee,
we had a culture canp at the bottom of the tinberline, and
we had about 100 people up there on that canp. And just
to show our connection to the caribou, we all got up
there, we were all setting canp, we were starting to eat
di nner, and one bull caribou went to the top of the
mountain to invite us and bl ess us and show us that we are
doi ng a good thing. W have a strong connecti on.

And you | ook around this room you see the kids. |
seen those kids. They are at the culture canp. They know
the i nmportance of the caribou. This is their life. This
Isn't something that they are they are just learning in
school, a class. They are not just |earning Al aska
history in class. This is in action every day. They
| earn how to hunt. They learn howto fish. They |earn
the i nportance, the respect -- to respect the land, to

people, to our culture, to our | anguage.
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| ook around this room | see nons. | see nothers
that raise these kids. And | see nothers that raise their
children, and they are happy when they bring the cari bou
nmeat home. | see hunters, nany hunters in this room And
what really gets nme passionate about this is those hunters
because | see it. | see it when they talk. Sone of them
they are afraid to talk in the mc. They are afraid to --
public speaking. But -- but so they tell us and they tell
us the inportance, and they are passi onate about it.

And so | want everybody in here to know that when you
cone up here, just tell themthe truth. Speak. Speak
fromyour heart. This is our way of life that they are --
t hat proposal will have direct inpacts on us, our
| i veli hood, our history. And when we nake deci sions and
when we tal k, we bring the prayers of our ancestors; the
hard fight, the hard life they lived, we bring that with
us, and we think about the future. Not only ny
ni ne-year-old son, but maybe his kids and their kids and
their kids, people | wll never neet. That's how --
that's our train of thought when we are maki ng these
deci si ons and when we speak. It's not a gane to any of
us. None of this is a gane.

And so when you guys cone up here, just speak from
your heart and just tell them Tell them about your

lifestyle. Tell them about when you go out there hunting.
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We grew up hunting, going up there on the nountain and
waiting for the caribou, bringing it in, drying it,
smoking it. W learn the dances. The |ate grandpa
Reverend Isaac Tritt, Sr. taught us the dances and songs.
Everyt hing revol ves around caribou. W hand skin with
Grandma Margaret Tritt. And this is inportant. It's
every -- every aspect of our life.

So | just want everybody, don't be afraid. Just cone
up here and speak to them Tell them about your |ife.
Tell them about how you |l earned and why it's inportant to
protect -- protect us, protect the caribou and protect the
| and. Mahsi'.

MS. BERTHA ROSS: Hello. M nane is

Bertha Ross, and |'mfrom Arctic Village. And | used to

be a community health aide here for about 30 years. And

what | learned that the kids |ove caribou neat, and they
won't eat no beef neat. [|'Il tell you the truth. They
won't eat no beef neat. Even if you buy hanburger for

them they won't eat the hanmburger. They'll eat the
fries, but just set it aside. But they wll eat cari bou.
But you know, we are all healthy, really healthy. W are
not sick. W are all healthy because we eat caribou. And
| don't see anybody that's sick, seriously, all these
years that | work as a health ai de because our iron is

hi gh, protein is high and everything. And we are al
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acti ve.

Even nyself, | went out and hunt. | shot cari bou.
went out with Albert. | went out with himand | trap with
him \Wen | see caribou, ny heart just holds -- | nean, |

want those caribou to be around here nany years nore for
nmy grandchildren so they can learn, too. | don't want --
| don't want -- | don't want ny kids to feel |ike Lower
48. They have to buy buffalo to buy Native food for
t hemsel ves. | don't want to buy caribou on the farm No
way. |'d rather hunt for it. 1'd rather teach ny Kkids.
|'d rather teach ny grandchil dren.

| sew. | sew caribou skin. | make a | ot of stuff

wthit. | nmake living with it. | put food on the table.

That's what we do, all of us. And why are they disturbing

our caribou? That's our life. | grewup with it. They
grew up with it. That's all we know. W |learn. W go
out in the world. | cane back to it. Sonme of us went out
in the world, and they cane back. They'd rather stay
here. And one of you should try it. Try stay here one
year with us and naybe you w |l change your m nd.
Thank you.

MR JAMES JOHN: Don't be afraid to talk.
Stand in line if you would like to talk.

MS. MARIE WLLOYA: Hello. (Speaking in
GMch'in.) M nane is Marie John-WIlloya, and |I'm so
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happy that ny brother spoke out. W have been waiting for
this to speak out for our caribou. 1'm58 years old now,
and ny parents are Abraham John, Sr. and Dorothy John, and
they -- Martha Tritt and Ezias Tritt. She's the daughter
of Reverend Tritt, Al bert Tritt, Sr. -- Albert Tritt. And
nmy grandpa cane fromBirch Creek village. It's down on
the Yukon River. And we live here, and they taught us.
And | al ways speak ny | anguage. | never really use or
hardly speak English because they taught ne in ny | anguage
inlife.

Sonetinmes | think about people, how our kids is going
to go by. They ask us, and we have no answer for them
because they | ove the world out there. |It's good |ife out
there. They like to fish. They like to hunt. They |iKke
the fresh air, clean water, wal k the clean ground. And
sane thing with the caribou. They mgrate. They m grate.
They got like a rope on their trail. They are like five
fingers going through. | bet you guys never seen that.

If you guys see that, you guys going to have tears in your
eyes.

| f you have kids, they got little calves and they
take care of their calves to feeding ground. And when
they got a wolf com ng after them just |ike we got wol ves
com ng after us, but we take care of the wolf. They

m grate, too.
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But our peopl e been struggling for al nost since --
what, when | heard it's 1969. Yes. You guys going to
have a problemw th 1002. Wat was 1002, we said? What
was 1002? What you are living on. Wat are you doing?
Who are you? That's what our parents taught us in
| anguage, in life, in our own | anguage. Never use English
because they know we could listen. Never got hit, never
got spanki ng because we listen. And that's how we felt to
be proud, and we are still proud, and we are brave.

And i f you guys going to do all this, we are asking
you, do the right thing. Listen to the GmMch'in people.
Listen to other kids. Your kids mght be sitting here to
our grandkids years and years fromnow. |1'Il bet on it.
One of you, your kids going to be sitting down eating
cari bou neat, will be happy, dancing with a good sli pper,
havi ng a good vest, good parka, everything you made out of
caribou. And all the bulls is our tools to use a cari bou
stick. You can't use no other tools with that. Only
cari bou can you use the tools to nake a skin. Yes, use
your leg, use this leg, break it apart. That's our tools
to use to scrape a skin. | don't know if you knew that,
either. That's why it's so -- so -- so sacred for us to
keep it, to have, to take care of |ike they take care of
us.

What if the nobose are gone; what they going to eat?
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What we going to give themto eat? Wat if they don't

have no water to go? Yes, they are going to cone into the
vil | age because we got trees around us. |If they don't see
that, if they don't have that, there will be nothing. But

l"mtalking for ny future, for kids, and they are the ones

that will be sitting there talking to you guys agai n over
and over, like we did. Nowl'm58. That's |like 48 years
standing here waiting. And I'mstill standing, make ny

pole stand with ne as the caribou, what ny brothers and ny
grandparents and ny uncles and ny aunties are fighting
for. There are a ot of themin Fort Yukon down the Yukon
River. There's a whole famly of Al askans, state of

Al aska. There's a whole GnMch'in Nation.

Li ke I say, we have two rivers, down Tanana River.
That's true. M grandma is fromdown that river. Yes.
They fight for us because you guys fought for fishing.

What is wong with the caribou? | want the question
asked. Wat do you have that you don't want that

caribou -- caribou to be calving ground up there. Make
protection for them Protect them They broke the trail.
Where el se they going to go? How far do we have to go out
to get our food? You see any roads going out down to the
city? No. You fly up. You see how far we cone. They
make rafts fromupriver to come down to nake a house with

their own bare hands. And I'mtelling you this. This is
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caribou life. They travel. Thank you.

MS. LILLIAN JOHN: I'mLillian John, and
|'"m 16 years old. | never thought this would happen. |
nmean, | thought it woul d happen soon, but not that soon.

This early spring | saw ny first caribou up close, and ny
friend [inaudible]. W didn't shoot the caribou. W just
stared at them wanting to get close to them But we
didn't. The adults and elders told us that sonmeday we'l
be one of the council nenbers and | eaders, and I'I| be

happy to do it and proud, nostly, because | want to fight

for nmy caribou. | want to support -- | want to do what
they are doing right now Helping. | don't get why you
guys don't get that. Please don't drill. W don't need
t his.

| love the caribou. | cook and | cut caribou neat
nostly during the winter. | love it so nuch. Today this

nmorning | was really enotional because | didn't know what
to say, but I always had it in ny head. | wanted to speak
up yesterday, but | didn't. But I'mdoing it right now,
and ' mnot scared. |I'mnot shy. And | know |I'm young,
but | don't need this right now Just you guys know once
again, I am 16 years old. | don't need this right now.
We all don't need this right now Thank you. Mahsi'.

M5. SARAH JAMES: When | first testified
I n Washington, D.C. back in 1988, | laid down the exanple
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of how we use caribou in a hearing place in front of al

t he senator and representatives, whoever was there. And I
had to carry that over there and had to carry them back.
That's how nuch it neant to nme at that tinme. Sone of them
are used one, old one, new one, and | show t hem all

around. | laid them out.

My nane is Sarah Janes. And I'mfrom Arctic Vill age,

Al aska. | grew up off the land. | don't even know how to
speak English when I was -- in 1950 | can renenber until
then. And when | was 13 years old, | still don't

understand English. Wen |I first went to boardi ng school,
there was a lot of waste and a |l ot of greed, and | still |
don't understand that.

This is a map nade by the Gmch'in here. And this is
the area -- they didn't even show us where this is at,
just -- just this map, where it is in Al aska. You see
where the red is? That's this map there. That's the
calving ground. It's not -- it's -- it's (Speaking in
GnmM ch'in) sacred place where the |life begin. And that's
the 1002, the red one. And on this map -- I'mgoing to
hand it in to them |['mgoing to hand this back to them
so they can put that little map on it and so everybody
woul d know where the 1002 is at.

And then this is a map we designed. | hel ped design

this map. There is only one new thing on this nmap is that
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one line where the -- where the nountain is at. There is
a very limted coastal plain right here. 1It's a very
smal | coastal plain right here. And there is a nmountain
here [indicating]. But if you |look at the Prudhoe Bay
where all the darkness and all the redness is at, that's
devel opnent. And that's a huge, huge coastal plain. And
Arctic Central herd used to be calving there at Prudhoe
Bay. They could nove, and which they did. They noved
somewhere else to calve. And they said, oh, those caribou
| ove to rub against pipeline, which is true. They |like
the pipeline, which is true because in the springtinme when
they are in that area giving birth, at the sane tine they
|l osing their old hair. They are getting new hair, and
they get very itchy, so they rub against the pipeline.

And the pipeline, to protect the pipeline, they grow
grass, clear cut around the pipeline to protect the
pi peline. And they |like that grass, nice green grass to

feed. So that's why.

And then many workers says that oil is not being
reported, waste spill. Wien there is ice road there is
always spill. And if there is ever oil spill in the

coastal plain, there is no technology in the world w |l
clean it up. And then, you know, dig under the ground, it
can only go five mles, so that won't do them any good.

So don't be convinced. Don't be fool ed when you hear
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all these good stuff fromthese very bright, educated
peopl e.

Back in bow and arrow day, we have respect. This is
t he bow and arrow day | ocation for Gamch'in people where
the caribou travel, and that's where all the village was
colonized into village because our parents got forced to
build a village and put it where we can survive. Arctic
Village was one place that they put Arctic Village here
because the treeline was here [indicating]. And nowthe
treeline is all the way to Brooks Range. And that's due
to nore climte change, which is caused by fossil fuel
burning. And that's been proved. But Trunp is -- don't
believe that. Don't believe the scientists.

So back in bow and arrow day, we have heal t hy peopl e.
We are strong, healthy and well-organi zed. People don't
die fromdi sease or anything like that. Most of the tine
peopl e di e because of old age to the point where they
carry them around. And that's how heal thy our people was.
Everyt hing was healthy. They couldn't even -- here right
now springtine, sun is com ng back up. In those days,
they said it's so noisy that people have to yell at each
ot her. It's so noisy that state bird, what you call it,
pt ar m gan, Al aska state ptarm gan was the nost annoyi ng
one. It was like this: (nmaking sounds.) |If you hear

that, over and over, it wll be annoying, they said.
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So that's how it was. That's how we were. And we
were very good with our neighbor. They were good with us.
When they going to cone, they don't hide their canpfire.
Ch, we see the canpfire. Sonebody is comng in. Wen
t hey get here from Tlingit, Koyukon, Inupiat, Cree, all of
them that's how they cone in, with respect. And we throw
a party for them W trade and barter. But if they cone
wal ki ng and sneaking in, hiding their snoke, then we push
t hem back. Sane thing for us going over there. That's
how much respect we have for each other. And we should
keep t hat.

Wien we say that this is tribal land, this is our
nmeeti ng and, you know, announce yourself, you know. Cone
In and | et us know you are comng in because this is our
|l and. This is where we live. This is where -- where our
ancestors way back from bow and arrow |live. Like many
peopl e are saying, going to say that we -- they're going
to tal k about birds and ducks. They're going to talk
about fish. They're going to talk caribou. (Speaking in
GnM ch'in.) Sacred place where the |ife begin.

W sing a song Reverend Isaac Tritt, Sr. showed us
and taught us. 1'd like to sing one of them before I
finish. Yeah. Before I finish. So | get to sing, and
they can't cut ne off.

And ny nane -- ny nane is Sarah Janes, and a really
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proud nonment today, |ast two days, because | got ny --
t hey gave -- ny people gave ne the (GmM ch'in) credential.
It means |' mone of the spokesperson for GamM ch'in Nation,
for Arctic Village, Venetie and the whol e I ndian
reservation. Qur Native Village of Venetie Tribal
Governnent is 1.8 mllion acres, and there is no
devel opnent on it. Qur caribou use it. W keep it clean.
We wel cone people into our |and and treat them very good,
and t hey | eave happy.

So | want to sing one song about raven. Raven was
put on this earth to keep the earth clean. Al the
ani mal s got a special purpose to be here by the Creator.
And we respect them and we are supposed to speak for them
because he did pick them-- they know their role. They
know what to do. And that's why -- that's how God put
them |If we keep everything the way that God made things,
things will be okay. W wll have peace.

And so we honor Raven for keeping the earth cl ean.
And what we do is we have -- sonebody shot a cari bou.
That's a story. And he had to take it home to village or
to his canp or to -- back to where he -- so he had to pack
it. But he can't pack the whole caribou, so he left sone
behind. And of course, who is there? Raven, eating on
It, because that's what they do. And when he cone back,

they fl ew away because they are scared of human. Hunan is
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our -- we are eneny to the hunman -- | nean, we are the
eneny to animal or life. Life, what | nean is plant,
water, land and life.

Wl |, anyway, so when they all run away, the hunter
pi cked up the rest of his neat and went hone, and there
were sone scraps there, sone scraps here and there. They
cone rushing in. So that's the |last part of their neal.
So they all rushed in trying to get a piece of whatever
|l eft over, clean it up. Sonetines there is a lot of them
So that's what we descri be when we dance and we honor
raven.

(A song was perforned.)

Back in 1988 -- | tal ked about it yesterday and they
already heard it, but the part | didn't put in there, I'm
going to put it in there. Wen once we educate people
from 1988, that's what our elders told us to do. And they
chose four from Canada, four fromU S. to do that because
each tribal chief at that tine, they were very busy wth
their own tribal nmenbers. They were. And so they said --
they introduced that sane -- that resolution they are
going to renew. W renew it last -- 2016 here. W have
GM ch'in gathering every two years. And it's been renewed
every year. |It's called Nintsyaa. That neans --
Niintsyaa is teanmates. And we used that |long tine ago

when we were in bow and arrow, and that's our -- for the
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runner. Well, anyway, that related to N intsyaa.

And then we -- you know. Well, anyway, we had -- so
we had year 2016 gathering, so ny brother help -- Eddie
Janmes hel ped build Hero Park down there. So right here we
have neeting, we are going to have a break. Anybody new
here to Arctic Village, new to Al aska? Could take a wal k
down there. It was a neeting [indiscernible]. You could
hear it fromthere. So take a |ook. On this w ndow we
have prayer day. W had eight bishops cane up here. So
they build a sacred fire. W build a sacred fire when we
built it at year 2016 and so -- for the prayer day, and
there is sacred ashes down there. So if you guys want to
t ake sacred ashes hone you could and start your own sacred
fire.

So 1988 was a rebirth of our nation because our
border kept us apart for 150 years. And we got relatives
over there and sone of the relatives fromdown here, and
they were all crying and praying, singing and getting to
know their -- it was like a rebirth of the nation. And
they cane into this comunity and say, we are going to do
the Indian way. W are going to do it before they got
here. And so they carve the [indicernible] that way and
t hey gave a talking stick. And they say, only talk with
the tal king stick because this is our way and we are goi ng

to nake that decision our way.
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So they chose four fromU. S., four from Canada to go
forever and nake that resolution work because it -- the
chief is the one that introduced a resolution. They said
this is really good what's goi ng on, but nobody knows
about us. And they think they are Inupiat. They think we
are Eskino. They think that we are -- we don't exist.
There is only Eskino and we live in igloo. And they don't
even know where Arctic Village is at. They don't even
know Gm ch'in. They don't even know the cari bou.

So they say we have to educate them And they said
once we say it's pretty country, there is lots of it, they
are going to start pouring. That's another threat.

That's another threat, traffic. And then they said okay.
We got it. W want to do it in a good way. Educate them
which we did, and we did it very well. Now they know we
are GnMch'in, and the caribou, 1002, even, and Arctic
National Wldlife Refuge. | don't like to call it ANWR
because it doesn't seemvery inportant when it sounds
ANWR, so | say Arctic National WIld Refuge or Arctic

Ref uge.

Thi s has been introduced to the year 2016 Gam ch'in
gathering two years ago. So this is our talking stick for
GM ch'in gathering. So we did well, very well. W nake a
| ot of friends because there is a |ot of good people. |

found out there is a |ot of good people out there and,
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| i sten, bad people. There is many of them out there. W
still had to go get them And so we got them And we got
alot of friends. And there is many of people our visitor
here are here because they help us get friends. But we
speak for ourself as a tribal, as a human rights and that
we live here all the tine. This is where -- we didn't
cone fromnowhere. W are not going anywhere. W are
here to stay. And | think we did pretty well. God put us
here to take care of this part of the world, and we did.
W did well.

They all say, where you cone fronf? Were you cone
fron?? Over the bridge? Under the bridge? No. God put
us here. Creator, God put us here. So back in 1950 they
t hreat the cari bou then, too.

My grandpa is Albert E. Tritt; ny father Ezias Janes,
my nother, ny sister Nina Russell, ny other sister Dorothy
John, all the way down they -- they cook the caribou. And
I'"'mthe last one in the famly. So it better be kept.

So -- and nowit's threatened big tine by the Trunp
Adm ni stration and the Republican adm nistration. And
t hey control our governnent.

And the rushing. And our life is -- have never been
rushed like that. W always |live here and we are
(GMch'in). Hunmble. Hunble people. And we're al so

GM ch'in. That neans peoples. | nean, people is good.
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Wth an S. And many -- nmany birds cone there. WMany,
many -- 150 different species of bird. [|'mworried about
that one little bird that lives there all year-round up
there. There is a hot spring up there, and that bird
lives in that hot spring. And once that oil get into that
tundra, it will seep into the tundra. It wll get to that
little bird. So I'"'mworried about that.

There is one fromNorth Pole -- | nean, South Pol e.
They fly from South Pole, Arctic tern. And that's pretty
far. So we worry about all those things, and we got story
on themjust like we had -- I'mjust saying the raven
story.

And we are not alone. W educate our people. W
educate the world. W are not alone. Now we got to tell
t hem that we al so have a governnment, which is Native
Vill age of Venetie Tribal Governnment. W take care of the
cari bou, and there is a lot of GMch'in governnent. Al
15 vill ages have governnent. And we al ready have requests
to join fromFort Yukon and two other villages. There are
sone -- | got a letter that said they will join. So sone
down Lower 48, the plains Indians, they know what happened
to them W don't have to tell the story of them

Many things save us along the way. Boy, when the war
started, | thought, oh, we lost. But we didn't. There

was Gulf War. And then | thought -- | thought they going
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to -- they said they are going -- going to be up to
def ense departnent.

Another thing, | really want to finish up because
there is many young people that want to talk. And one --
one tenth of Arctic coast we are tal king about. Only one
tenth. And this is one tenth. The only thing that's
protected right nowis Arctic National WIldlife Refuge
right here inthis little -- between the red and the
Canada border, that's Arctic National WIdlife Refuge.
And if we can protect this whole thing, we are going to
protect one-tenth of Arctic coast. And Prudhoe Bay is
already into this part of it, and they call that the
Nat i onal Petrol eum Reserve. That nmeans it wll get into
devel opnent .

So we are only -- we are saving polar bear on this
end because polar bear is threatened big tine with the
climate change. Cimate change is real. And that's the
only place the polar bear wll be protected. And then we
got three species of bears in the refuge: Black bear,
grizzly bear and polar bear. Only place in the world. So
we need to protect.

| know that one-third of oil owned by U S. Things
just don't add up with ne. It just don't do one and one
Is two. No. To ne it's not because one -- one-third of

oil the United States own, they said. And even if we
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drill everything we got, we are not going to neet our
energy need the way we are using it. That don't add.

And then we -- where we are tal king about is w ndy
and breezy all the tinme. That's where that vegetation
cone out. And that's the only safe place and healthy
pl ace and qui et place to have their calf. And that's why
they go up there. And if we do gas and oil devel opnent,
that's going to be gone. Al the predators up there in
the foothills raising their young. And caribou are on the
coastal plain and | think -- they can't go up in the
foothills. 1It's too cold and there are predators up
there. And if they do go up high, it's too cold and
there's no food. So it just don't add up. And there is
wnd there all the tinme. That wll take care of it. And
there is a wave comng in fromthe ocean. That wll take
care of it. That's alternative energy. And we need to go
alternative. Let's go alternative. And | got to go
alternative.

Thank you.

MS. JEVEELS G LBERT: Hello. (Speaking in
GMch'in). I'mJewels Glbert and I"'mfromhere in Arctic
Village. M parents are Cynthia Gl bert and Bruce
Martins. And ny grandparents are Trinble and Mary
Glbert. 1'mNeets'aii GMch'in fromVashraii K oo. W

are the cari bou people since the beginning of time. CQur
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main diet is caribou. Wthout the caribou | don't think
we Wl survive. Not just us, other aninals and birds,
too. The 1002 area is sacred because of the cal vings.

| think this is a real sensitive issue. The oi
conpani es, when they drill, they will destroy |and, water

air, and animals. Everything they are saying that they

wll not do to danage our 1002 area is not true. W know
because they have done the drilling all over the worl d.
This is the last frontier. |It's just going to be a

di saster waiting to happen. W don't want to live off of
oil conpanies and their noney. W want to continue |iving
off of what we have. W will continue to thrive on what
we have, which is our traditions, our |ands, our ways of
life.

Ever since | was a little girl, ny grandparents, they
al ways cook our traditional foods and they fed ne well,
telling stories. That's nost precious nenories |'mvery
bl essed to have. | want to continue that in the future.
That's the blessing and joy | want to have for ny children
and ny grandchil dren.

Cari bou neat has been our daily food, and all | have
been hearing is nothing but bad things about oil conpanies
trying to take our |land and culture. Fromthe bottom of
ny heart, | don't think it's right. | cry about it and I

go to ny roomand pray about it. This is who we are, the
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| ands, aninmals and everything around us. |It's |ike our
other halves. |It's like you are destroying part of us.
That's what nakes us feel drained when we hear about the
I ssue of the 1002 area.

For the past couple of nonths before school ended,
worked with the little one, our next generation. |
explained to them about -- | explained to them of who we
are, where we cane fromand why we are still here. They
shed tears of joy, not wanting to throw that away. They
are proud of who we are. W are proud of who we are.
They were scared to think that this oil conpany is nore
I nportant than our way of life.

If you want proof to know how | ong we have been here
and to know how | ong we have lived off the caribou, there
are cari bou fences surroundi ng our villages and throughout
our GrMch'in Nation. In dd Crow, Yukon, Canada
researchers found arrowheads and cari bou bone tool s nmade
by our people over 25,000 years ago. That's our proof
that we |ived on the caribou for thousands of years.

Thank you for your time. Thank you.

MR CHRI STOPHER STRI CKLAND: Hel | o. [''m
Chri stopher Strickland. I'mfromArctic and Venetie. |
just wanted to say if you open up the 1002 of ANWR, there
Is a high chance that you are going to kill off the

animals or change the route of the cari bou and the birds.
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And us hunters like Jerrald and David and all the others,
we all live off the animals and we don't need to change
their route. | don't speak for just ne, but the youth of
Arctic and Venetie. Thank you.

MR | SI AH W EHL: Hi . |'"'mIsiah, and |I'm
15. | didn't wite any speeches, but | guess I'l|l make
one up right now But like all the other people say, we
do live off our -- off our |land, but we don't get our food
fromthe store. That's just extra. W get food fromthe
| and, from the cari bous.

And | don't know what else to say. But the thing
that's happening right now, | don't like it. [|I'mthinking
that it's going to ruin our culture, our life. And we
need to pass it on to the kids. Even ne, pass it on to
t he next generation of |life, but -- yeah. Thank you.

MR ISIAH BOYLE: Hi . |'m]lsiah Boyle.
I"'mfromCircle and Venetie. And | wanted to say oil and
gas drilling and acconpanying air, water and noi se
pollution will turn the existence of water, |life and
har m ess i ndi genous people that rely on ecosystens and our
subsi stence way of life.

MR JOE BALASH:. Five-m nute break.

(A break was taken.)
MS. TONYA GARNETT: |Is there any way we

can get the transcript so we can read it and gi ve you guys
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edits or corrections?

MR. JOE BALASH W wi || answer you when
Ni col e conmes back.

M5. KAREN MOURI TSEN:  She knows.

M5. FAI TH GEMM LL- FREDSON: | just want to
say welcone to our visitors and even the newcomners today.

Wel cone to our community. M nanme is Faith

Gemmi || -Fredson. |'m Neets'aii GMch'in, Pit R ver and
Wntoo [ph]. | was raised here in Vashraii K oo. This is
my conmmunity. M nother is Fannie Gemmill. Her father is

Abel Tritt. And her nom ny grandnother, was Hel en
Cochran, and ny great grandfather is Al bert Tritt and
great grandnother, Sarah Tritt. |'mjust going to say ny
nom s side of ny |lineage since | was raised here as
Neets'aii GMch'in. And | was raised know ng our
Neets'aii Gamch'in culture, values and way of life.

Wien | was growing up in this community, even from
the tine we were very young, every fall the caribou
m grates back here to this nountain over here called
Dachanl ee. And we wait for themto cone back fromthe
cal ving grounds. Qur people are waiting and watchi ng.
Over there we can watch and see when they start com ng.
And when they cone, we have protocol, cultural protocol.
The | eaders have to cone and pass. Once they pass, then

It's our tinme to go up to the nountain.
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W all go up to the nountain, and there is canpsites
all over that nountain that are set up. And famlies are
on the mountain and ready to start hunting caribou to
support ourselves for the winter. 1It's a very sacred
time, and it's a very inportant tine for our people. It's
one of the nost inportant tines of our conmmunity.

The Porcupi ne caribou herd is vital to our cultural

way of life. W use every part of the aninal to neet our

needs. |In the past, even our hones were nade from cari bou
hi des. But now we still use bones to nmake cul tural tools,
and we still use the hides for many articles of clothing,

cultural clothing. Hunting in itself is a cultural
practice. At the tinme when the herd is in our territory,
we practice many of our own spiritual beliefs that have
been taught to us and handed down generation to generation
from our ancestors; thereby, we are spiritually bound to

t he cari bou, too.

W have a creation story. |In our creation story it's
said that there was once a tine when there was just
animals. And in our story, the animals had human
characteristics. They were |ike human beings. And then
there was a split between the animal nation and us where
we -- where human beings were created. In our story it's
said that we cane fromthe caribou. OGmMch'in cane from

the caribou. And at that tinme when that split happened,
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the caribou and the Gam ch'in nmade an agreenment that from
that tinme on, the caribou would always retain a part of
the GMch'in heart, and the GMch'in would always retain a
part of the caribou heart. So we are one and the sane in
a spiritual way with the cari bou.

And this is no different than the plains tribes and
the buffalo. And you know what happened when the buffalo
were wi ped out. That's the sane rel ationship our people
have with the cari bou.

The herd al so represents an inportant facet of the
social fabric of our community. That tinme when we are on
the nountain to hunt, that's the tine when nmany teachi ngs
are taught to our young people. And there are certain
roles for people. Men have their roles. Wnen, we have
our roles. Men, they are the providers of the community.
They are our hunters. And sone of them are taught from
the time they are just small. They can't even hold a gun
yet, but they are taught. They are taught how to
respectfully take the animal, how to give proper respect
for what they take, to only take what we need to feed our
communities and to do it in a way that's respectful to the
| and and gi ving proper thanks. And we have all other --
many ot her teachings, but that's part of it.

For the wonen, we take care of our hones, our

fam |l i es. W are the backbone of our famlies, the wonen.
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And at that time we are in the canp and when they bring
the neat, we take care of it. W cut it up. W put aside
the parts that are only for elders to eat. There are sone
parts that young wonen are not supposed to eat. W teach
our young wonen that. And once we put aside those parts,
there is neat that's sent down to the community for
famlies that need it. And then whatever is left in the
canp, we cut it and we have drying racks and we dry and
snmoke our neat. And that's going to feed our famly al
winter. And at that tinme, a | ot of teachings are being
taught fromthe nothers and the grandnothers to the young
worren.

So the caribou is not just our food. |It's not just
our culture. It's a part -- it's a vital conmponent of the
social fabric of our community. Al these teachings are
t aught when we are out on the | and.

And then one of our young nmen spoke yesterday tal king
about how we can't afford to |live without the cari bou.

You go to our store, look at the prices. You can't feed
your famly on that all year, unless you are a
mllionaire. And | don't see no mllionaires in here.

The caribou is essential to the economic well-being of our
people. W have to have the cari bou as our subsistence to
feed our famlies because we can't afford what's sent up

here from out si de. W won't survive without it. I n our
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little comunities, we don't have | arge grocery stores.

And it's not just caribou. It's all the other
animals. W have to live our subsistence way of life to
survive here. The prices that are added on just because
of the cost of freight is too high for us to depend on
anything else. So a critical part of our food security is
at threat. How are you guys going to replace that? You
can't replace that.

And then -- and there are others that are going to
speak to that nore, but | just wanted to paint a picture
of how our conmunity, our people, the Grvch'in Nation --
and we are a nation. There is 15 GuMch'in comunities,
nort heast Al aska, northwest Canada. And all our
communities are strategically |ocated to accommobdate the
Por cupi ne cari bou herd. Half of our communities are goi ng
to be ignored in this process because they are in Canada.
That's not right. W are one people, one nation. And
then the other half are being ignored nowin this process.
They are GM ch'in. They are all inpacted just |ike us.
And they need to be part of scoping. And they need to be
part of the process. You can't shut out half of us; nore
than half, actually.

So the Porcupine caribou herd is critical to our
physical, cultural, spiritual, social and econom c needs.

And growng up in this community, our elders, they have
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al ways uplifted our way of life and taught our people to
have respect for the |and and value the |land. Mbney is
short-term It's not going to last, nor will it provide
for us forever. A job is short-term but a way of life is
forever. Qur land is forever. That's what our elders

t aught wus.

| renmenber sitting in the neetings and the el ders
tal king about this. They said, noney is not for us. Qur
land will always be here for us. And they always stress
for us to have respect, respect for the | and because it's
how we |ive.

We are only sovereign if we are able to |live and be
who we are. W are only sovereign if we govern ourselves
based upon our own val ues and teachi ngs of our people. W
are only sovereign if the land that provides for us and
that we are entirely dependent upon is intact and
protected. W have a reciprocal relationship with the
| and since forever. The Creator gave us this place and
this herd, which is why we're here today speaking to you.
We follow Creator's laws. It's in our blood, natural |aw.

The western value and system the values and system
of the western ways have forgotten the original | aws of
Creator. And now we see the threats to humanki nd itself.
Tal k to any indi genous conmunity anywhere around the

worl d. W have prophesies about this tine when humanki nd
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starts taking and taking and taking too nmuch fromthe
earth and not allowng the earth to replenish itself.

And that's what we are doing with fossil fuels. And
now what's the result? dinate change. Catastrophic
climate change. And | know there is a |lot of deniers
about clinmate change and the cause of climte change
wthin the Trunp Adm ni stration, but nost scientists --
all the top scientists around the world have stated that
t he maj or human cause of em ssions that are resulting in
gl obal warmng is fossil fuels, the burning of fossil
fuels. It's a human cause. W are the ones creating this
situation. And | want to go on record saying that, to
chal l enge the climte deniers because you can't deny it
anynore.

Look at all the hurricanes. Look at all of these
massi ve storns that are happening all around the world
right now That's because of climte change. So human
bei ngs have caused this because we have taken and taken
and taken fromthe earth too fast and too nuch w t hout
giving the earth time to heal. And what is it for?
Profit.

And as | |look at this process and |I think about this
I ssue, you guys are asking ny people to sacrifice who we
are for profit. And that ain't right.

But I want to go back to climte change. Here in
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Al aska al one, some of the effects of clinmte change, we
see altered weather patterns. W can't predict the
weat her anynore. Mdire severe storns, erosion of coastal
areas, greater precipitation, thawi ng permafrost. The
ground is literally nelting beneath us. Melting sea ice,
recedi ng gl aciers, increased spruce bark beetle, increased
and severe forest fires. The land is literally burning up
In the sumertine where communiti es have to be energency
evacuat ed because of these fires. Declining fish
popul ati ons, mgratory habitat, destructions of key
subsi stence resources |i ke the caribou, destruction of all
natural cycles of life. This is happening. This is real.
And it's happening in Alaska. W see it because we
live close to the |land. Any changes to the |and, we are
the first ones that see it. And we have been telling
Congress for over 40 years about climate change and why
t hey shouldn't drill in the Arctic National WIldlife
Ref uge. We warned Congress about it.
But these inpacts of climte change are leading to
| oss of subsistence resources and our rights as indigenous
peopl es. Relocation of sone communities -- sone
communities are actually on a waiting list right now
that -- these are coastal communities, and they are going
to be forced to rel ocate because of climte change where

they are literally caving off into the ocean and no one
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wants to foot the bill. The State won't foot the bill.
The Feds won't foot the bill. The oil conpanies aren't
going to pay for it. That's what's happening. And it
ain't right where indi genous peoples are going to be
climate refugees in their own honeland. This is their
honel and, our honeland. This is our |and.

So governnents around the world are tal ki ng about
gl obal climte change, and the U S. is not agreeing to
stop what we are doing. W are not playing fair with
gl obal governnents by continuing our policy, business as
usual, drill it all. So around the world there is
actually going to be climate refugees that are going to
start comng to countries. And are we going to open the
doors to thenf

So climate change, to ne, is one of the biggest

I ssues why it's not wise to drill the last five percent of
Al aska's only Arctic coast that's still protected. That's
what the Arctic refuge is. |It's the last five percent

that's still protected. 95 percent is open to oil and gas

devel opnent. That doesn't nake sense. That's not wise to
just take everything.

There is a reason why people like ny people are in
this situation in Alaska. And | want to tal k about it
because sone people don't understand about what happened

up here. There were |aws that were put into place that
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I npact the rights of indigenous people, and to this day we
are still dealing with them And the one | aw that |
really want to talk about which creates this situation we
are in -- and it's one of our greatest chall enges as

I ndi genous peoples -- and it's the Al aska Native Cd ains
Settl enent Act.

The United States Congress unilaterally passed the
Al aska Native Clains Settlenent Act in 1971, and the
reason was to legitimze U S. ownership and governance
over indi genous peoples, our |ands, and to access our
resources. Under ANCSA, for-profit Native corporations
wer e established, along with village corporations. And
t hose corporations are the ones that partner wth these
conpani es when it cones to resource extraction in our
territories.

The sol e purpose of a corporation is profit at all
cost. A corporation does not | ook out for the health and
wel | - bei ng of the people; whereas, a tribe, a tribe's
purpose is to | ook out for the health and well -bei ng of
t he peopl e.

That act basically took the land fromthe rightful
owners, the tribes, and transferred it over to
corporations that they created under the act. And so up
there in the refuge, there is a corporation that's all for

devel opnent because that's their bottomline. They are a
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busi ness. Their purpose is profit. They have no ot her
pur pose. So you are not going to hear about health. You
are not going to hear about the well-being of the people
fromthem because that's not part of their mandate. They
are just a business.

And | want to state that clearly because a | ot of
tines in these processes when there is
gover nnent -t o- gover nment neeti ngs, the governnment entities
try to neet with the corporation and say the corporation
is the voice of the people. The corporation is not the
voi ce of the people. The corporation is just a business.
The tribes are the people. That's the true voice of the
people, and that's the only ones that governnent officials
shoul d be havi ng governnent-to-governnent nmeetings with is
only the tribes. Nothing else. [|'ve seen it, and | want
to make sure that that doesn't happen in this process.

| want to talk a little bit about ANCSA a little bit
nore. It was also put into place to assimlate Native
peopl e away from our own values and put us in to run these
corporations. So here we are, people that live on the
| and, that value the |land, that | ove the | and, that take
care of the land. Al of a sudden this act was passed and
now t hat person has to run a business and succeed or they
coul d have been bought out or sold to anot her corporation.

So those corporations had no choi ce because the | and all
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of a sudden becane their assets and they were forced into
a position of partnering with conpanies to develop their
assets.

But not our tribes. Qur tribes, especially here, we
own everything. W opted out. Arctic Village and Venetie
opted out of the Al aska Native Clains Settlement Act
because we val ue the | and.

And another thing with ANCSA was -- it was put forth
to elimnate aboriginal title to our ancestral
territories, to access and exploit our resources,
assim |l ate Al aska Natives, incorporate us into a western
val ue system but ultimately it was put into place to
di vide and conquer Al aska Native peopl e because throughout
this entire state, this fight is happeni ng everywhere, all
over the state of Al aska. You have tribes that are
standing up to defend these places because they are
worri ed about the health and well-being of their people,
and you have Native corporations wanting to drill the sane
place. And that is a divisive tactic that was put into
pl ace t hrough ANCSA to divide and conquer Al aska Native
peopl es.

So when you hear there is division between Gam ch'in
and lnupiat, that's the division. There is division
bet ween tri bes and corporations, but | have a | ot of

| nupiat friends that are fromthere, and they don't want
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it devel oped. But their corporation has overpowered their
voi ce and is the one that's recogni zed and speaki ng out.
And |'ve heard that there is nearly half of the community
up there that has gone on record in a petition saying they
don't want to drill that place. So | hope they speak up

t onorrow when you all go up there because they are just

| i ke us. They are worried about their own subsistence
resources, too.

The reason | wanted to tal k about ANCSA i s because |
wanted to nmake sure you understood why Al aska Natives are
in this situation and that it's not by choice. W didn't
choose that, and we were not allowed to vote on it or have
a say at that tine. And it's sonething that our people,

I ndi genous peoples in Al aska, are going to have to deal
with in the future to try to correct a wong that was done
tous. It was an injustice that was done to Al aska Native
peopl es because we should not even have to go through what
we are going through today. And that's why we are in this
situati on.

And so what's happeni ng throughout the state, there
Is Native corporations, the State, these conpanies, they
target indi genous honel ands and see our |lands as a way to
create profit for thenselves w thout thinking about our
peopl e and what we are going to lose. That's what's

happening all over the state. There is Inupiat that are

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

66

fighting for the ocean to protect their way of life.

There are At habascans in southern Al aska fighting mnes to
protect their way of life. Even in our own -- in our own
territory we had to fight to keep oil conpanies out of the
sout hern refuge, and we are fighting up here to protect

t he cal vi ng grounds.

So there is all these fights happening all over the
state, just |i ke how ny people are standing up and
fighting. Tribes are standing up and fighting to protect
their |l ands from devel opnent because devel opnent is going
to harmand violate our human rights. [It's going to
violate our |lands and territories, our health and
wel |l -being at a tine when we are in climate crisis. It
doesn't nmake sense to ne that our people even have to
fight while globally everyone is in climate crisis.

On this issue there has been no free prior and
i nforned consent, I'"'msure, in this case. The United
States is a signatory to the declaration on the rights of
I ndi genous peoples. And this declaration gives indigenous
communities the rights to say no to any devel opnent t hat
threatens their people. And the U S. signed that.

So right now, as you nove forward with this, you hear
our people. W are saying no. You guys are in violation
as signatories to that, and you are violating the human

rights of the GMmch'in people. The U. S. governnent is
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also a signatory to the international treaty and agreenent
on the conservation of the Porcupine caribou herd, calving
and post-calving grounds. So as the Trunp Adm nistration
noves forward, the U S. is in violation of that
I nternational treaty.

Wien | think about these issues and | think about the
I ndi genous peoples in the state and how we are just
fighting so hard to protect our subsistence resources and
rights, and when | talk to elders and peopl e t hroughout
the state, what's the solution? There is a solution.
There is an alternative. And it's totally applicable in
our communities and throughout the state of Al aska and
applicable in the United States. W have the technol ogy
for good energy, clean energy that woul d protect the
heal th and wel | -bei ng of the people. W don't even need
pl aces like the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge. There is
ot her energy resources that would protect the rights of
communities that could be put in place instead. That's
what shoul d be done, not take the |l ast five percent that's
still there.

| would recommend a noratoriumon all new exploration
for oil, gas and coal as a first step towards the ful
phaseout of fossil fuels with a just transition to
sust ai nabl e jobs, energy and environnent. And | want that

on record. Stop drilling places that are protected now.
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Put a noratoriumin place. That would protect our
communities fromclimte change and the inpacts that we
are already seeing. That woul d protect our people and
allow us to continue to be who we are as GMch'in and live
our way of life as we always have.

I n di scussion of the tine |ine yesterday, the
departnent officials requested our people to tell you al
when it would not be harnful to drill in calving grounds.
There is no tine it's not going to harmthe caribou. You
can't drill there at all. The tundra, if there is one
spill that's going to seep into the tundra and get | ocked
I n, then when the snow nelts, that's what the caribou is

going to eat, and their young. There is no time that's

ever safe to drill in that cal ving grounds.
The U. S. Congress passed this tax bill on this issue
that's been debated for over 40 years. It is one of the

nost contentious issues in Congress. And this tax bill
didn't all ow any debate or nerit on the issue itself. And
w th that happeni ng, that shut out the Anerican public and
rail roaded this through, and now you guys are trying to
rush this process on us. That's not | eadership.

If the U S. Congress wants to drill in the Arctic
National Wl dlife Refuge, put the issue back on the table
and |l et Congress debate the nerits of it because every

tinme they have debated the nerits of the issue, it's

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

69

al ways been voted down. What they have done is just rush
this process and pushed it on us. And in this hastiness,
m st akes are going to be nade, and that's going to cause
harm You need to sl ow down and you need to treat our
people right. You have the opportunity to do it right.

And | believe that there is a sleeping giant in the
United States, and they are going to rise up. People are
starting to awaken. And nore people are going to start
standi ng up behind our nation again. 70 percent of the
Anerican public did not want drilling there.

So those are the things | have been thinking about,
listening in the neetings. In ny comments today | just
want to strongly support the requests of our tribal
governnents, too, everything that they said yesterday.
They requested the scopi ng comment period be extended for
62 days. | support that. W want nore scopi ng heari ngs
to be held in all the GMch'in villages that will be
I npacted. That's the only proper way to go forward. W
request translation services, not just oral, but witten.
English is a second | anguage to our people.

And we had questions about the 810 review. W want
to make sure that you undertake the npbst intensive and
conpr ehensi ve ANl LCA Section 810 revi ew ever conducted,

I ncl udi ng eval uati on notice hearings. You nust also

I nclude critical subsistence mgrating species besides
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cari bou, such as waterfow and other species. And at a

m ni rum heari ngs should be held in all of our comunities
for the 810 review, too. And then we al so request that
when you initiate the process on Section 106 of the NHPA,
we want -- in addition to our governnents, we request you
invite all Gamch'in governnents, too, and communities for
t hat process. Those were nost of the requests of our
communi ti es yesterday.

And | thank you for allowing the three that requested
to becone cooperating agencies to be today. So | thank
you for that.

And finally, | just want to go on record and register
nmy objection to drilling or |easing the coastal plain of
the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge because |I'm a not her
and I'ma grandnother, and I want ny kids to |live the way
of life that we have al ways had. They have a right to
that. They have a right to clean air, clean water and
this land that provides for them That's why |I object to
what ' s happeni ng. Thank you.

MS. MYRA THUWA: My nane is Myra Thumma.
| should say (Speaking in GMch'in.) M nane is Mra
Thumma. My grandparents are Donni e Roberts and N na
Roberts from Venetie on ny nother's side, and ny dad is
Noah Peter. He's from here.

And | was thinking about ny grandma. Grandna was a
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beauti ful wonman, a hard-working woman. She just don't sit
around. She's al ways cooki ng, providing, walking out in
the -- in the willows, setting rabbit snares. She is
really a hard-working -- | nean, she sews, beads, provides
for the whole famlies. MW nom ny auntie, they all got,
| i ke, eight, nine kids, but she's always there. And this
Is who | have for ny rol e nodel.

| also, nyself, is a hunter. | love to go out. |
probably shot, |ike, three npbose because, you know, in
Venetie, you know, we had to go out into the nmountain to
get caribou, but every time we hear there is a caribou in
Arctic Vill age, people back hone are happy because we know
that we are going to get neat fromour relatives here.
And that's how we take care of each other. This is who we

are. And this is the only life | know because | was born

here, | was raised here, and I'"'mstill here. And that
wll not be taken away fromne, with ny kids and ny
gr andki ds.

And | also serve on the Native Village of Venetie,
and | not only speak for nyself, but | speak for ny
peopl e, too. Because we got oil and gas devel opnent
i npact, there will be a harnful inpact to the |and, the
air, our subsistence way of life, also on our social and
cultural resource, especially for Al aska Natives,

I ncluding the GmMm ch'in.
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The other thing | want to tal k about is the comunity
and public health. | used to work up north for, |ike,
four years working in the clinic. As itinerary trave
fromvillage to village, | see a |lot of health issues, the
health i ssues that we don't even have in our community. |
see patients with respiration problem | see people wth
nmental health problemthat we don't have.

| asked that question to one of the elders up there.
She said before the oil conpany canme, we had a heal t hy
life, but now | ook around. As far as you could see, it's
just all you could see is oil rigs everywhere. And she
said, this is what happened. M/ husband di ed of cancer.
And ny kids, ny grandkids have nental health probl ens.

And she said, all these are created when the oil conpany
cane.

And the other thing | was thinking about is that up
at that 1002 area where our -- the birthing -- where the
cari bou mgrate to and where they give birth, you know,
there is probably a special food that's there that they go

to that attract them And what kind of plant is that

that's doing that? 1|s that the area where the drilling
wll be at? If that happens -- | nean, these plants has
to be studied. |If that happens, the caribou wll
mograte -- they wll just be separate.

| nean, this is a place that it's just sacred, a
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pl ace our caribou go to stay around giving birth. | nmean,
that's areally -- | nean, |'mjust thinking about it and
| said, wow, | nean, we know as the Gamch'in we are not

even supposed to go up there. W are not even supposed to

disturb that area. And that's how we were brought up.

And that's how we knowit. | nean, | just -- | just
know -- | nean, it just gives nme the -- ny heart just
breaks, you know, think about all these -- |I nean, for --
for our life it's really inportant, that |I'mjust thankful

that we as the GnM ch'in, we speak one voice. W stand
with each other.

And this is -- you know, no other -- | nean, if you
live in the city, there is nowhere that you could just go
I nt o sonmebody' s house and they offer you food and stuff.
Here we all |ive together. W all know each other. If
" m hungry, 1'll go down to Alan, and | just go in and
help nyself. W can't do that in the city. So this is a
bond that we have as Gvch'in. And that's what we are
fighting for.

And what will happen to the water and air that wll
i npact? And even when they build the roads and it wll be
access to anybody that will conme in and go hunting, and
that will happen. And people will start comng in nore
and nore. And | nean, all this stuff that you guys need

to think about because here in our community we |ive
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peacefully. | nean, it's quiet.

You guys are -- sone of you are probably wonderi ng,
man, these people are poor. No, we are not. W have our
| and. We have our identity. W have our way of life.

And we are happy. W are happy people. W are. W are

pushi ng our children to get educated. | have two
granddaughters, and | really show them | nean, to have
respect, and they are -- | nean, ny granddaughter, she
said, Grandma -- she went back to Anchorage with her nom

She said, Gandnma, who is going to cook Native food for
me? And | said, well, | can cook |ike sonething every
week and send it down there. She said okay.

There are so many -- our tribal nenbers are saying
that we have a | ot of species, we have a | ot of wolves,
you know, waterfow and all that. Al those needs to be
studied. How are they going to be inpacted? And -- and |
just want to say that when we do -- when you guys do the
El'S, you know, you really got to |look at the health
I npact, how it wll inpact, affect our -- the people and
also the plants and animals. Those are very inportant.

Vel l, thank you for your tine.

MR DANIEL TRITT: M nane is Daniel Tritt
fromArctic Village, and wel cone to Vashraii K oo. The
caribou neans a lot to all of us, as everybody has been

saying. And as you guys been saying, ny two little
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daughters that are wal king around, just recently I

cooked -- | cooked a caribou leg. They cane up to ne,
Daddy, Daddy, candy? | think if | bring them down to the
store and | put that caribou head, or say | neke fry neat,
they will probably pick that other than the candy. Yeah.
They always like it. W don't even give themjuice or --
just drink straight water. W put juice in front of them
They w || probably take the water.

But ever since that first gathering in 1988, | was --
nmy youngest daughter right there, I was her age running
around |i ke what she's been doing. And she's only four.
Right nowl'm33. And since | was nine years old, |
became a provider for many people. M grandfather, Al an
Tritt, he's the one that bringing ne out since ny youngest
one there, she was two.

Ever since then | have been -- people have been
calling ne up fromeven down states asking ne for sone dry
neat. They try to pay ne noney, but the npbney that they
wll give nme, it won't -- it won't -- | don't take it
because to provide -- it's out there. It's free. W just
got to go, have patience and get it. And for one box of
shells, it's like 28, 30 bucks. And you try and buy a
steak fromthe store down here or from anywhere el se, that
steak probably cost us as nuch as that box, box of shells.

It's only 20 rounds, but if you think about it, and 20
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rounds, you could probably get at |least ten caribou. O a
box of shotgun shells for waterfowl , ducks, geese, you can
get, like, five, ten tines nore than that one little
steak. And that steak is probably only nade for one
person. And besides ne, | got a famly of six. So that
steak won't |ast too | ong.

One little box of macaroni and cheese or bag of rice
costs an armand a leg. But we try and nmake it stretch
and do what we can do. And it is very sacred. It's a
sacred place up there. It neans a |l ot probably to
everybody, not only here, but everywhere else. There is a
| ot of people standing up speaking up for us. And it
means a | ot.

And like | was saying, there is people like ny
gr andf at her, Abraham Jimy John, all of them Darryl,
he's cooki ng outside, they all taught ne since | was their
age. And nowit's up to ne to do -- teach the younger
ones as they were teaching ne, |ike their grandfathers
t aught t hem

| don't only shoot caribou for the village. | shoot
cari bou for people in Venetie or Fort Yukon and Fairbanks.
They try to pay nme, but no, |I'd rather get and send it,
pay the freight and everything. Sonetinmes it's tough.
Sonmetines it's easy. But |ook, we are still here. W are

still getting the caribou. W are still fighting standing
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up. It's like that song Sarah sang earlier. | becane a
| eader for traditional dancers since | was probably ten
years old. And ever since then, | just -- when she sang
it, it just make ne proud and think it nmade ne proud of
who | am where | cone from

Because if you | ook around, there is no other place
that's going to look like Arctic Village. W call it,
| i ke, paradise. You go out in the w lderness, you go up
on the nountain, |I don't know if you want to cone back.
You will probably say | don't want to come back. | just
want to stay, cone back in a couple days.

And just a couple nonths ago, | took ny famly out.
You know what ny daughter said whenever she seen it?
Look, Momry, caribou. And ny ot her daughter, Jenny, | ook,
candy, nmm

First tine | took her out, it was not too |ong ago,
and there was cari bou up here on the | akes up toward the
nmount ai n, and that cari bou was standing there. And ny
girlfriend was, |i ke, be quiet. Don't nove. Daddy is
going to shoot. | shot. Mmy, caribou fall Iike candy?
Then there is nore com ng. Mmy, |ook, all that candy.
Just -- they are the ones that | provide for and for
whoever else. |If | had the dry neat right now, | give it
to ny daughters and they wll give it to you and they w ||

say here, candy. Eat num num Yeah.

77
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| have been doing hunting since | was two. And yeah,
| do it all since -- | got two boys, too, that one of them
just shot their first one |last year. Look, Dad, | shot
him He's over there. Were? R ght there. Yeah, every
time | bring themout or | -- sonebody el se shoot cari bou
and | bring it by, who shot it, oh, Uncle Gerald or Bobba
Charlie or Gandpa Allo. ©Ch, Dad, | just want you to
shoot it.

But another one is the ducks. Go out every year.
Every spring we wait all year, all winter. And when they
cone, they cone, and then they go with -- we have fun. So
right now there is probably a couple guys out there. They
stay out there sonetinmes a couple weeks, at |east, or
nore. But | have been going out hunting pretty nuch al
my life. W used to go up -- go upriver, stay up there.
We go up there as soon as the ice go out. W stay up
there. W get what -- if we get caribou -- if we see
cari bou we get them Mainly go for fish and ducks.

And we stay up there all sumer. It seens |ike one
or two guys cone back, get supplies. W will stay up

there. Cone back probably a little bit before school

starts in August, first week of August. But we don't want
to goto -- say Mom Mm Dad, can you excuse us? W want
to go up to the mountain. W wll go straight up there.

Change our cl othes, get new socks and everything. W wll
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canp out up there until freeze-up, which is the first
week, second week of Septenber. W cone out and get the
ground squirrel, shoot some cari bou. W do what we can
whil e we can.

Even in the mddle of winter, get 40, 50 below, if
the freezers are enpty, nothing in the fridge, get
cari bou, and that will supply us for at |east a couple
weeks. And whoever el se needs neat, tell them cone up,
get a little piece, or | cook soup, nmake fry neat and
rice. Oh, boy, they are all up then.

But yeah, |I'mpretty -- pretty nervous. Wlcone to
Arctic Village. And you guys are always wel cone. Cone
back. | could go out and show you howit's -- how to do
it or howwe -- how | have been taught. A couple weeks,
like last nonth | finally took out a -- these two people.
One of themwas from-- | think it was Wi tehorse, and the
other one was -- she was a woman from Fl ori da that takes
pi ctures for National CGeographic. | took them out.
Really sure to see ny pictures on National Geographic.

But thank you for com ng and conme agai n whenever you
need to. Al right. Thank you.

MS. DEBBIE TRI TT- KENDI: ( Speaking in
GMch'in.) In ny language | said | will start off with a
cari bou song. As many as you guys heard, you guys heard

nmy grandfather's nane, Reverend Al bert Tritt. And his --
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and his kids. There is Martha Janes. Mrtha Tritt,
mai den nanme. |saac Tritt, Sr., nmy father. He's ny
father, ny late father. And there is three other ones.
There is Abel Tritt, Paul Tritt, George Tritt. W all
cane from our ancestors, our grandparents. And I

pur posely wore this shirt that says Maggie G | bert and
Janes Gl bert, and they also are ny famly, ny
grandparents.

And as you see, ny people here, ny famly, they are
all ny brothers and sisters. W all cane fromthe sane
generation. And we all live on caribou. W live on
whitefish. W live on trouts. W live off our |land. W
don't go to the store. You buy steak, that's 15 bucks.
One tinme a hunter cane up to ne and he said, | don't want
to buy $15 steak. | want to buy $30 gun shells. [|'ll get
nore cari bou with that.

So here we are standing peacefully, respectfully. W
are all GmMch'ins and we are proud to be GMch'ins. And
we speak from our heart because we respect our el ders.

Sol wll start off, and you guys can follow And
this song, ny dad taught Sarah. And we started in
1975, "4, as | renenber. Half of the GaMch'in dancers are
| ayi ng down there sleeping. They are very strong |like we
are as we are standing here now So I wll start off wth

t he cari bou song.
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(A song was perforned.)

MS. DEBBIE TRI TT-KENDI: (Speaking in
GMch'in.) In ny |language | said ny nane is Debbie
Tritt-Kendi, and I was born and raised in Arctic Vill age.
And ny Indian nanme is Treenahtsyaa. Happens to be with
the tears. And ny dad's nane is Reverend |Isaac Tritt.
You guys heard his name. You guys heard Al bert Tritt's
nane. M nonis nane, Naom Tritt. ©Maiden nane, Naom
Pet er .

And she died | ast year on May 23 with heart broken
because ny son did a wongful thing, commtted sui cide.
That really hurt us. Every one of us got hurt. But as
you see, us here, we are happy for living off the | and
like this. W go down to buy gas, it's $10 a gallon. W
go to store to buy steak, it's 30 to $15.

And I"'mmarried al nost a year now to a Canadi an.
He's from Fort MPherson, and he's also Gach'in. So ny
point tothis is, as GMmch'in Nation, we are all one. W
are all in one. W go across the border, we have famly
over there. They conme over here, we are their famly.

And as for these youth here, | ook at them beautiful
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youth. Their next step is our side. They are going to be

besi de us. They will be standing up there. They wll be
fighting for what we are fighting for. And earlier | was

sitting outside, a snoke hit ne, and | thought to nyself,
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gee, you know what? 1'd rather snell canpfire snoke
I nstead of an oil burning snoke that will kill ne.
Canpfire snoke will feed ne because we are cooki ng ani mal s

off the land; rabbits, ground squirrels, caribou mainly.
As you heard of our caribou, we use caribou a lot. W
share it. They send us dry fish. W send themdry neat.
They send us whol e sal non, we send them a whol e cari bou.

And as for these elders, | love them | |ove every
one of those el ders because you know why? Because they
got wi sdom They tell the truth. They talk to us
sensibly. 1'm54 years old now And all this tine -- |
go visit G deon once in a while. He talks to ne. He
stops by ne. He talks about this and that. And | stop by
Allo's once in a while to have tea, because they share.
They |l ove to share their words. They |love to feed people.

One thing that really hurts ny heart is why do you
guys do this to us? W are tribes that |live off
subsi stencely. W don't have no running water. W got to
buy $50 five-gallon gas, go out and get wood to keep us
warmduring the winter. W got to buy $20 two-gall on gas
for four-wheeler to drive around right now.

And when you drill oil up there, you know what's
goi ng to happen? Inflation. Everything will go up. They
are going to start killing our caribou, nost likely start

selling it back to us. W are not used to that. W are
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used to go out there and just killing them and bri ngi ng
t hem back in and then just share.

There is a lot of hurt people around here. A |lot of
them | see them Young ones that don't even want to
speak up, but it's |like us speaking up for them That's
what we keep in us is a strong heart. And we could be
cold-mnded if we want to be. But again, we are Neets'aii
GmM ch'ins and we are kind, loving, caring, and we all
believe -- we believe in God. W pray.

| pray today that you hear every word that anybody,
every person said in here, that you will extend the June
thing to maybe August. Like |I said, if a white person
cone up to ne and talk to ne, | wouldn't understand a word
t hey say because they are using their conplicated words.
But if an At habascan -- Ga ch'in Athabascan cone to ne and
talk to ne in Guch'in, I'lIl answer right back because |
know how t o speak, read, wite and hear.

And these pictures on the wall, that's ny dad over
there. That's ny grandpa right there Albert -- | nean,
Titus Peter. Very strongly people. And over there, that
picture, that's how we lived a long tinme ago. They didn't
have no roof over their head. They had tents. M nom
lived on this earth 91 years and told their stories with
us, and those stories were happy. She told us about these

famlies around here. They didn't grow up rich. They
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grew up poor because they didn't know not hi ng about noney.
We don't know not hi ng about npbney in those days, but these
days it's just cash, noney. | don't really go for noney.
|'"d rather pray and have faith, and God will provide
ever yt hi ng.

So please, listen to these people here. W are
hurting. And we are all GMch'ins. Mahsi'.

MR. W LBUR JACK KENNEDY: That was ny
wfe. M nanme is WI bur Jack Kennedy. [|'mfrom
Shahnyuutii', Fort MPherson, Northwest Territories,
Canada. And we are the people of the headwaters. And
each day | get up in the norning, | first of all pray for
nmy kids and | pray for the elders and those little babies.

And | pray for all of you because |I'm here on your | and.

| know | cost one penny, but |I'man American now since |

married into the Neets'aii. So that makes ne two penny.
And | lived with you guys for all these years. How

many years now | forgot. But | grew up wth you guys, and

you kids are all grown up and el ders are gone. But elders
are here yet. And | could see themtal king about ten
years ago about what's going on, and it's still here and
it's still happening. And | pray each day that the | and
is always there. And it's for the animals. And we are
just trespassers on your land. But | pray that fish is in

the water. And | see that nore airplanes in the sky than
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bi rds t oday.

| see caribou. | don't know. | don't understand
this part. It's 216,000, but | seen it one tinme that they
mngled with the 40-mle herd. | see it just black with
all kinds of animals around. | couldn't believe how bl ack
that area was. | think they mngle in with the 40-mle

herd, maybe the Central herd, too, because aninal are
W ser than us.

| mgrated with the geese in the springtime. | try
and beat the | eaves before they conme out and then
mgrate back in the fall time with the caribou to go hone
and go see ny people again. | mss hone sonetines, but
this is ny hone. This is where I'l|l be. Were ny wife is
"Il stay. And | respect the wonen of this | and.
respect them because they are strong peopl e.

Look at the tribe. Look at the soul, beautiful and
so strong-hearted and so educated. About five years ago |
said that you have a | ot of potential here. And | see the
chiefs. | see all you guys talk together. This is what
we need. This is how we are going to be strong. W are
goi ng to cone together and stand together. And you chiefs
are there for that. And we are right behind you as
council, as nenbers. |I'mso glad to be a nenber. | think
I'ma nenber of every tribe because | have been through.

As a singer/songwiter | keep it to the point and
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plain and sinple. | see and hear and | feel what you are
all are doing. And I'"'mgoing to fight for this as well.
And | have written songs, too. It hasn't cone out yet,

but I'mpretty well sure it's ready and it's powerful and
it's to the point, because we have got to really listen to
t hese el ders now. How nany years, Sarah? How nany years
of fight, how many years of heart, standing up to these
peopl e now.

And | want to say that why are you so rushed? Wy
are you so rushed in taking what's so val uable? Wy are
you so rushed with greed, you know? | want to speak by ny
heart. | speak and | have respect for the jobs out there
that it's going to create, but | ask you once, you
evaluate this, this and that and that, but | ask you, put

atine | apse canera on a pipeline, put a tine | apse canera

on the land, on the birthing grounds. You will see it
nove.

You wll see that pipeline on stress. You go into a
pi peline, | bet you everything there is a |ot of stress

there. How many years it's been there now And | ask you
to assess that before you assess that other birthing
grounds and stuff for the birds and all that stuff because
time | apse really show notion, and there is things
happeni ng out there. And it's going to happen.

There is sonething big that's going to happen one of
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t hese days. Maybe it's this that's happening now. And I
pray that we stand strong and | ook after our children, our
el ders, because what's happening here is happeni ng over
there in Canada and it's fromthe sane people, the

GmM ch'in Nation.

My nother is fromdAdd Crow, Yukon Territory right in
the mddle of the Yukon -- or the GMch'in Nation. M dad
cone fromthis side. | was asked by ny ol der sister to
check Tanana because | think he m ght be in the old grave
site. And | seen Shyanahti's [ph] grave. And we call him
Shyanahti', and we have different dialects of this man.

He hel ped a | ot of people throughout the Gam ch'in Nation,
and he fought for the animals. And it was a hard tine, |
tell you, because | hear a lot of stories. | grew up on
el ders, which | was so proud to. And today | listen to

t hese el ders, and they tell ne there is no birds and there
is a |lot of erosion.

And what |I'mafraid of is we | ook at Prudhoe Bay. |If
you assess that danmge there, you will probably see a | ot
of erosion. And where is that stuff going to seep to?
It's got nowhere else to go but to the ocean. Everything
goes to the ocean. Wiy we are protectors of the
headwaters is that we don't allow no placer mners, you
know, no fracking on our land in the GuMch'in Nation in

Canada because it's very dangerous, and we don't allow no
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fracki ng, no way, because it's in our headwaters.

And we can even thank the trees for giving us warnth.
We thank this whole thing for giving us life. There is
sonet hi ng out there that's going to happen, and you guys
are going to need us. And we will be here for you. And
you are going to need our water. | know that nuch.

And | ook around you, everybody. Everything in this
place is all plastic. You got plastic on you. You drink
plastic. | bet your water is full of plastic you are
drinking. And | advise you that plastic is not the
answer. And plastic is oil. That's where we get oil from
Is plastic. You need oil for a lot of things. You are
probably drinking oil right now

So | advise you that you make assessnent on your
damage before you assess the |and or aninmals or birds or,
you know, us as a human beings. You are human as well.
You have a heart. You have these feelings. | know you
feel us. | know you have respect. It's all we are asking
Is that respect. And that respect is inside you and
I nsi de your words. You are here. W respect you. Cone
back and cone on the | and and see these people. See how
beautiful they live. Go up there. You will want to cone
back. My friend Keith Nitran, he's in the --

| tell you one thing. | wote a song one tine, it

was the caribou song. And I didn't -- | just wote it of
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ny heart. And | was in the nountains and | was singing to
nyself in the nountains when | had ny gun and ny pack
sack. And we were going for caribou, and this song cane
to be. And | told the Porcupi ne managenent board in

Wi t ehor se, Canada to cone check this out. And in it was
they first started off with the dirty side, which is the
oil pollution of the dirty side of the song. And | wanted
toend it with a beautiful side, which is here, which is
the children, elders. And there is no nore elders left.
It's going to be harder and harder and harder w thout the
el ders.

And that song, we took it down. M and Keith N tran,
we took it down to the Lower 48 and | had a good trip down
there. W were going over the turnpi ke of New Jersey
goi ng into New York where that bottle cap they call it. |
went there. And you had to pay | don't know how much to
get through there to go to New York. And com ng through
New Jersey | said, wow, | ook at that. One of these days a
plane is going to hit that. And there was oil tanks.

Like for mles you could see oil barrels just for mles.
And for sure, sonething happened by those twin towers.

And | swear there is sonething going to happen in
this world today the way it's going. People not trusting,
peopl e not | oving, people not having the heart and

respect. So | pray and hope that you can assess the
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damage done.

We go through Canada, there is a -- there is so nuch
damage. It's called sand pits. They take the oil out of
the sand. And it's |ike Neil Young, he's a professional
witer as well. And he went through there and he said
it's like hell on earth. There is nothing alive. And all
that thing is seeping out and going into the McMirray
Ri ver, which goes into the great Slave, which goes into
t he MacKenzie and it cones right up towards the ocean.

And it goes in -- we cone out of the Peel River into the
MacKenzi e and into the ocean. Everything goes into the
ocean. That's where you will find nost of that plastic.
Plastic pollution is a very delicate situation, as well.

So wwth this, I'd like to add on nore coupl e of
hours. Al ways have a heart and within you always | augh
and joke. But take this serious at this tine. And feel
what G deon said there. Al the -- ten years ago this is
still happening. Since | was snall, it's still happening.

And they are all gone. Like |I say, Chief Johnny
Charlie was our great chief. Every tine he said, boys, go
for wood, and we are gone, no noney involved. W just do
it for the good of our heart. And we ask you, give it
sone tine. Gve it sone thought. Don't rush into things.

Li ke ny nother, ny grandnot her and her nother before,

If there is sonething wong, |ike touch sonething, |ike
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this don't belong ne, | don't touch it because it's very
val uable. And she said do things right or don't do it at
all. Do it right so that you don't have to cone back and
do it again. Do things right and pray and give thanks to
what you do and all things will cone in a good way and
wll conme back to you in heart and respect.

We are just asking you to respect and give a little
tineline and tell your president that we really need your
hel p. Tell your president if he has a heart, that we wl|l
vote for himif he stops the drilling in AN\VR That's all
we ask is respect and kindness. And | hope you have a
good stay here and enjoy yourself. And they are nice
people. They are really beautiful people.

And | thank you to be on your |and. Thank you very
much. And you have a good day. And God bl ess you all.
And I'll be praying for you. WMhsi' Choo.

Canada wll be on your side, as well, too. So I'lI
be going back to Canada and telling themwhat | see and
what | hear and what | know. So Mahsi'.

MS. TONYA GARNETT: | had a question
earlier, N cole, whether or not if we can see the
transcripts after they are ready to | ook for any m stakes.

M5. NICOLE HAYES: 1'l1l have to find out
and get back to you on that.

MS. TONYA GARNETT: All right. And then
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just a few announcenents. The Venetie charter, the people
that cane in on the charter, it's going to be here at 4:00
p.m So if you are on that charter, you have to be ready
to go. And with that, sone of the people fromArctic
Vill age said we had two people from Venetie on the |i st
and they wanted to say sonething before they left, if
t hat' s okay.

And then also we have a couple other charters, and
one of themis the State folks will be | eaving soon. W
just wanted to thank you guys for com ng and joi ni ng us.
Li eut enant Governor Byron Mallott and the other State
fol ks, the Division of Natural Resources and Fish and --
Fish & Game, we are -- thank you for com ng and |i stening
in. W appreciate that you conme here and listen. And
t hank you for agreeing not to testify and just to be here

in service to us to listen. W appreciate that. W want

to ask -- respectfully ask for your support in supporting
us in this -- getting an extension of the scoping period
and also nore -- nore |locations for hearings. As you can

see, we have a |lot of other people that want to be heard
i n other communities. Thank you.

MR, LANCE WHI TWELL: [I'mgoing to sit down
before ny knees nake ne sit. M nane is Lance Witwell.
I'mthe environnental director for the Native Vill age of

Venet i e. | have been the environnental coordi nator for

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

93

about 20 years now, since 1998. W have had a | ot of
| ssues up here that we have worked on through the years.
We have had our ups and downs with the federal governnent.

Wien | first got up in this country, there was sone
ani nosity between the refuge staff and the tribe. Ever
since they created the refuge, it seened |like they were
trying to limt the tribe's access to cultural and
custonary use areas on the refuge site. And there was
quite a bit of aninosity and very little cooperation
bet ween the refuge and the tribe itself.

And for the last 20 years or so, we have tried to
buil d on our partnerships with them and the rel ati onship
t hat we have with them because we have -- we have cone to
realize that we are both really trying to acconplish the
sane goal because we are trying to protect the |and and
the animals that cross and m grate between the refuge and
tribal |ands here.

And it's not only the caribou. The npose, bears,
sheep, everything mgrates back and forth between these
two borders. And | like to think, you know -- the refuge
staff would probably agree -- | like to think that we are
on a pretty good working rel ati onshi p now because they are
trying to protect the caribou in the refuge and we try to
protect our |and and take care of the environnental issues

on our land to nake sure that we are protecting the
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cari bou and mgratory ani nals, al so.

And | think we are at a good place right nowwth a
working relationship with them and then all of a sudden
this |l aw passes. And now here we are with the federal
governnment and the BLMtrying to undo this relationship
that we have built for the last 20 years. This whole
rel ati onship that we have that was very difficult to build
was built on rmutual trust. W trusted they woul d protect
themon the refuge. They trust that we would protect them
on our land. And now it seens with the stroke of a pen a
|l ot of that trust could be mssing. | just wanted to
bring that up. Hopefully it doesn't continue to be that
way. It's very difficult for the refuge staff to
acconplish their mssion up there wthout the cooperation
of the tribe here because this is the airport they use.
This is the facilities that they use here to gain access
to their refuge up there.

But as you have heard from many of the speakers
today, the climate is changing. There is no doubt about
that. Things that are changing with the clinate, of
course, we have nentioned the weather getting warnmer. It
rains in the winter. Wwen it rains in the winter, it
forms a hard crust on the top of the snow And as G deon
was saying, you could see -- if you are follow ng the

trails you will see the scarring on the caribous' |egs
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because they have to push through that hard crust of ice
that's on top of the snow

And as the water, the rai nwater goes down into the
snow to the ground |l ayer and then refreezes as ice, the
caribou can't dig through the ice to get to their food.
And many of them starve. There has been many natural
occurrences to where alnost half of the caribou herd has
died in one year, in one event. And it is still
happeni ng.

Sonething | didn't hear nentioned in here, we heard
W bur tal k sone about the Canadi an side over there that
al so depend on these caribou, but the caribou in the | ast
few years have mgrated farther east than ever before.
They have mgrated farther south than ever before. And
when they go to these new areas, they are going into
pl aces where there are road systemnms, and that gains easy
access to themon the Canadi an side. And I believe the
| ast report | read was between 40- and 70, 000 cari bou a
year are hunted on the Canadian side. 1In a herd of
200, 000, whi ch 40, 000, 50,000 of them being hunted each
year, that's hardly sustai nabl e, you know.

And a big problemthat the Porcupine Caribou
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Managenment Board has brought up is that the ease of access

to hunters on the Canadian side is leading to a | ot of

want on waste. A |ot of people go out and they see
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cari bou, and they just start shooting. You know, you can
kill three or four caribou with one bullet when they are
all in a big herd. And a lot of themare just being |eft
to waste. So we have got that.

W have got the permafrost nelting, Faith nentioned.
We have got several areas even on this side of the river
and there is many nore on the other side of the river,
where the permafrost is nelting and changi ng stream fl ows,
changi ng sedinmentations in the streans. |It's affecting
t he biodiversity in the waters. And | see in your maps
back here, the coastal plain has at | east seven mmaj or
river tributaries that run right through there. And these
nmount ai ns right here, the Brooks Range, this is the
Continental Divide. The Continental D vide neans that
everything on that side of the nountains runs toward the
Arctic Ccean. Everything on this side of the Continental
D vi de, these nountains, runs toward the Pacific Ocean and
to the Yukon River.

But these two river valleys that you see goi ng up
right here, these go all the through the nountains and
t hey cone back on the other side on the other side of the
Continental Divide. They are connected. And Arctic char
and Dol ly Vardens, they mgrate up here and they spawn in
t he Chandal ar River right here. So whatever happens out

that way is going to directly affect the fish and the
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bi odi versity in our river, also.

The taiga, this kind of forest that you see right
here is called the taiga. And it's |like the farthest
north tinmber, the farthest north trees. But that's not
bei ng the case anynore. There has been nore and nore
spruce trees, willows, shrubs all noving north. They're
mgrating north as the climte changes. And you know,
cari bou eat lichen. Here we call it caribou noss. |It's
lichen, and it grows about one inch every hundred years.
And when you have shrubs and other kinds of trees that
start growing, it shades out that nobss, and that noss
cannot grow. It will not regrow once the caribou have
eaten it.

The sea |l evel rising we heard sone people nmention.
It's not only the erosion problemthat it's causing al ong
the coast. The flooding that's been occurring on the
coastal plains on the lowlying areas, | believe this is
the third year in a row that Deadhorse has been fl oodi ng.
The pi peline haul road has been shut down three tines
because the last three years it's been flooded out.
That's climte changi ng.

| nsects. W have been seeing a | ot of strange
I nsects, new insects that we have never seen before.
Especially when the caribou go nore southerly, there have

been i nci dences of ticks, big, huge ticks that get
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i nfested on them and they can actually suck a caribou's
bl ood until they are dead. They suck all the bl ood out of
t hem

Pol ar bears. You have heard a few peopl e tal k about
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t he pol ar bears that are being threatened now. One of the

only stronghol ds that they have has been Kaktovi k because
t hey have got the whaling -- the remains fromtheir
whal i ng and what they call the bone pile up there. And

it's been reported that the polar bears are now cross

breedi ng back to the grizzlies. They are saying that they

originally evolved fromgrizzlies, and now they are

devol ving back into grizzlies. They have seen pol ar bears

up here on the nountains foll ow ng cari bou. They have
seen polar bears in Fort Yukon 150 m | es south of here.
And that's 500 mles fromany coast. There has been ot her
manmal s. They are hunting other mamrmal s out there, not
just the caribous. You know, there's all kinds of ground
squirrels and noose and things |ike that up there, too.

But the mgratory birds, | was kind of surprised that

It would even be offered for exploration up there. And we

have got a road project in Venetie, and by federal
regul ati ons, as we use federal funds, we are not all owed
to do any kind of work during the nonth of June because

that's when the mgratory birds are flying. W are not

even allowed to build a road or do any kind of excavations
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during the waterfow mgration tine.

There is a difference in vegetation between the
upl ands, the foothills on the other side of the Brooks
Range here and the coastal plain. The coastal plainis
rich in mnerals, salts because of the salt air, and it's
so wi ndy that bushes and shrubs and trees and stuff can't
grow. So there is a specialized ecosystemthat grows
specific types of vegetation that the cari bou not hers need
to eat after they give birth. 1It's high nutrition. It's
t he highest nutrition area that they can find, and that is
one of the reasons why they give birth there. And you
can't find those in any other areas. |If you |ook at the
map, if you |look at the el evations on the nap, the coastal
plainis a lowlying area. |f you get off of that plain,
you go back into the foothills again, and it's a totally
different kind of vegetation.

And so any kind of exploration up there is -- it's
going to affect the diversity of the ecosystem up there.
We have seen a | ot of outside hunting pressure com ng here
| ately, not only on the Canadi an side. There has been
I nst ances where Fairbanks area had a big forest fire so
the hunters couldn't fly out of there, and they brought
themall out here. They brought hunters out here to this
airport because it's a public airport. And they were

flying themto hunt caribou to the east of here. And they
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shot all the scouts. You heard G deon tal k about the big
bulls, the big lead bulls with the big racks. That's
exactly what the hunters are |looking for. And if you kill
the scouts, the herd will scatter. They won't cone. They
wll not follow

One of the elders was telling ne one tine that
cari bou have a scent gland in their foot, and as |ong as
they are going good, they are putting off a scent that
says it's fine, this is the trail, follow ne. But if they
get spooked or if they get startled or sonething |like
that, then it goes to an adrenaline type of a deal and

they put off a different snell and the rest of the herd

will not followthem It doesn't take nuch to change the
mgration of the caribou herd. 1|1t doesn't take very much
at all.

| really liked what a | ot of the youth were saying
about growi ng up here and what they learn here. And I
really like what Faith Gemm || said is that we -- we don't
just teach themto hunt. Wen they're out hunting, they
are learning life skills fromtheir dads, their uncles,
their grandpas. They are learning life skills out there.
And | really love Arctic Village because of that fact.

Al'l of ny children have cone up here, and when they
cone here, they don't want to go back hone. Many tines

| eave them here with their famly. Al of ny children
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went to school here at one tine or another, and they | ove
It here because of the -- they have got a freedom here and
| earning these skills instead of |earning the technol ogy,
you know.

And | see children grow up here in Arctic Village who
don't even have famly here in Arctic Village. People
will take themin fromother villages. At-risk children
whet her it's famly probl ens, youth problens, |egal
probl ens, those children come here and they straighten out
and they grow up in a good way and they |l earn and they
change. And then they could go back honme when they are a
little older. And they go home, and they are perfectly
normal kids with a better m ndset than when they started
out. So it's a lot nore than just hunting up here.

As WI bur was saying al so, you know, the coastal
pl ains and the Arctic refuge where it crosses over the
Canadi an border is the MacKenzie River Delta. And that
area is areally highly devel oped area and is getting nore
hi ghly devel oped. And so there really is no other Arctic
coastal area to where these caribou would be able to go,
you know. And as nuch as we have studi ed, as nuch
tradi ti onal know edge as we have about the Porcupi ne
cari bou herd, nobody knows what they will do. Nobody
knows what's going to happen if they go over that nountain

and there is an industrial conplex there. Nobody knows
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what they are going to do. They may join the other herds.
They may just scatter. They nmay just be absorbed into
ot her areas. They nmay never cone back here.

These river valleys right here that cut through the
nmount ai ns, the caribou cone through here because they are
heavy. They are heavy wth calves. They are pregnant. A
caribou calf is 40, 50 pounds. And that nother caribou is
maybe 150 pounds. Can you imagine that, trying to wal k
t hrough three feet of snow over the nountains? But these
river valleys, they go all the way through to the other
side. That's why they conme here. That's the easiest
route for themto go over to the Arctic refuge and the
coastal plain. There is no other way. The only ot her way
Is for themto go 200 mles east and cut up right through
all the flats, the Porcupine River flats.

And | think the people here have shown you quite a
bit that it's a lot nore than just subsistence food that
woul d be affected here. [It's cultural, socioeconom cs.
And the hard part is that just nobody knows what they w ||
do. And one of the elders told ne one day that there is
three things in this world that you can never predict. He
said you never can predict which way the wind is going to
bl ow. You can never predict which way the caribou is
going to mgrate. And you never know what a wonan i s

t hi nki ng.
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MS. TONYA GARNETT: Before we take a
break, right before our five-mnute break, Ernest wll
speak just for five m nutes.

| just wanted to say, you know, I'mnot trying to be
di srespectful, but just to be m ndful of tine because
their plane has been waiting at the airport. They don't
want to | eave. They want to hear everybody and everybody
has sonmething to say. W have a list of people still.
But just be m ndful of how |l ong your comments are. That
woul d be hel pful.

MR. ERNEST ERI CK: Thank you for being
here, all of you, federal governnent, State of Al aska,
Fish & Wldlife, tribes. |1'mhappy we are all here today.
You know, Joe, Secretary of Interior, you know, a nunber
of times they left a scar on Alaska. And that scar is one
of the biggest oil spills there was at Val dez, you know.
And that's a big m stake they nade, the federal
governnent, the State of Al aska, because they never did
talk to the tribe. So the other thing is that Fish &
Wldlife, you protect so nuch out there in the rivers, but
you are not protecting the tribal food. And we need to
continue doing this kind of stuff. It's your and ny
responsibility.

Once upon a tinme this guy went up to the pipeline and

shot it. Over 200 to 400 gallons of crude oil wasted,
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noney being wasted. That's another scar that the federal
governnent and the State of Al aska nmade. And the

pr o- devel opnent and al so Shell Al aska. Those are the
scars that was made on Al aska because they didn't speak to
the tribe at the tine.

1968 when it took nine years for the federal
governnent and the State of Alaska to dip into the Prudhoe
Bay because the | nupiat I|Indian Eskinbs didn't understand
what' s happeni ng up there under their roof, under their
floor. The roots of their Iand was taken fromthem
Today the Native Village of Barrow are trying to be heard
out there and to the world, and they are not being heard.
They need to listen to the tribe within the state of
Al aska. It's very inportant.

You left a scar for nme because when | ndian Country
cases cane along, you dunped ne because | said that we
have 229, 000 recogni zed tribes within the state of Al aska.
That's I ndian Country, |ndian people, Eskino peopl e,

At habascan, Haidas. They were all there.

Don't get me wong. kay? Because national |evel
firefighters, oil conpany, Doyon, they are all letting
their land burn for nothing because they have | aws,
prescribed land, unlimted areas, killing the wildlife off
for the |ast 40 years that we have been representing since

1988 and before nenorial of time. Those people up there,
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the | eaders, the second in command -- Jimy Roberts, that
picture up there, that's ny grandfather. He |lived off the
| and.

In 1910 a lot of his brothers, his forefather, his
father, they wal ked the land and | eft a footstep right on
that 1002 | and. Those are the footsteps of these
descendent people here today. |I'mvery tired with the
| ast 30 years as a forner chief back then naking those
ki nds of decisions over the tribe. 1It's not very good.
These 300 people that the federal governnent, Trunp
Adm ni stration, 300 people -- we have 17,000 peopl e that
lives, that m grates inside Al aska and Canadi an. Sonebody
made a border between our national Gmch'in |and.

Something is going on now today. So the nati onal
| evel, the white people are naking a little bit different
deci si on anong yourself. And com ng up here, we have been
havi ng hi story, docunents, science. W have our own
science in each village that -- Yukon Flats. Yukon Flats
I's over 260,000 acres one way, acres of |land. Inside of
there there is over 12 recogni zed community vill ages.

They are being affected today. National Congress American
I ndi ans need to wake up. The 500 | eaders need to wake up
t oday because we are being tricked again. Ever since

1980 -- '68 land claim

These are the things that affect us. They didn't --
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we were not part of the Land Clains Settlenent Act. W
went for the |land, the subsurface title rights, fee sinple
title owmmed by the tribe. 1.8 mllion acres of |and that
bel ongs to us, our descendants and the future generation.
The waters, the headwaters, the |ower waters, it all

bel ong to us. Wat are you guys doi ng 300 peopl e that
Trunp Adm nistration trying to nmake a deci si on over ne?

| have | earned for the |last 30 years all docunent,
sci ence, professional fromfederal governnent, State of
Al aska, you didn't listen to us yet. You are killing ny
bi rt hpl ace of ny -- where | was born, that footstep ny
grandfather gave ne, that nmark that's identified that it
bel ongs to ne. It belongs to the tribe and it belongs to
t he peopl e, the descendents.

The i ndi genous people is very strong today because
one time once upon a tine Htler was comng. All of us
were scared. But the Ga ch'in people were not scared
because we nade a song for him And it stop right there.
So if you are going to deal, already nade a mark on Al aska
fromoil spill, fromnot giving us a direct scope of
progress that we need to nake a little bit longer for the
tribe. You identify maybe six or seven tribes that's
going to testify and put a comment on a piece of paper. |
don't want that to happen.

As whole United States, the Native people within the
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state of Al aska and al so the national |evel, we need to
hear our voice today. W need to wake up here. This
group of people that's discrimnate me and ny 20
grandchildren that | work hard and trap and hunt and fish
and that all those species that live on the Arctic
National WIldlife Refuge is their food is up there.

Only thing that federal governnent and the State of
Al aska and the oil conpany are doing is creating bacteria
to us. We don't want that happen on our |and, the tri bal
| and. | have been seeing it. | taste it. | look at it.
| see different faces. But ny grandnother lived to 100
years old and raised ne up with 11 of us. W were little
white skin. W were a little bit three-quarter
At habascan.

W have a choice on |and. Wat kind of | eadership,
what kind of direction we are going to be | eading our
people. W scope it down. W recognize it back in 20, 30
years ago. You guys are bringing up the sane fight, sane
noney maki ng -- spending all that noney of governnent
fundi ng, state funding to pay for a science -- one little
guy cane in once upon a time with a bible kind of |ooking
to destroy us, but |ucky we were believers.

We believe in Indian people. W believe in our way
of life. W believe in the Creator. W pray for the

food, the water, the earth, the other races in our
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community and t hroughout the whole nation. You guys
nearly [indiscernible] because the wilderness did that to
you. The earthquake is com ng. The Hawaiian are having
trouble with their environnment today. Wat's going on
with Trunp Adm nistration today, those 300 people trying
torule the world, trying to give the wong
deci sion-nmaking to the tribe and all its little workers.

Something is going on big here today. There has got
to be a stop, final, no decision-naking on that refuge
| and, the 1002 |and. That sacred ground is very inportant
for the living people in the world because | need that
food just |ike the aninals and the speci es.

So Joe, and also the State, the state governor, they
need to wake up a little here today. Fromthis day till
t he next four years fromnow, you go through the whol e
shebang of who is protecting those areas, put it on a
pi ece of paper and do good things. Have a nore scope of
work and a better community and better know edge and
| eader shi p because that | eadership today is not working
for anybody. It's just that they are spending a dollar to
make a dol | ar.

United States and the state of Alaska is not poor.
Thi nk about the other opportunities out there that we
al ready | eave those scars on. Those opportunity -- we

need to dig that pipe up, clean up the |land that you white
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peopl e out there that destroy that. | didn't do it. The
tribe didn't doit. Youdidit. You clean it up. You
bring up a percentage of opportunity, job to those
communities that needs it or to those cities.

Thank you.

MS. TONYA GARNETT: Five-m nute break.

(A break was taken.)

MR G DEON JAMES: | just want to read a
short statenent | wote. M nane is G deon Janes, Arctic
Village. Arctic Village and Veneti e optioned out of ANCSA
and return the title of land to tribe, 1.38 mllion acres.
Thr oughout history, aninals, ducks, fish utilize our |and
ever since tinme imenorial. Qur people see these
m gration patterns happeni ng each year cycle and season to
season. Proposed area to be studied is the core area that
t hese animals begin new life, and geese, |ikew se.

Tri be have clean | and, water and food for these
animals and birds. Have | akes and streans for healthy
fish to spawn and return. Each year cycle season to
season they return.

So proposed oil and gas drilling will destroy the
birthing area for forever. And this should not happen at
all. OGmch'in people will continue to say no. No. No.
Everyone in the hall, |let ne see show of hands that you

agree wwth nme. (Hands raised.) Let's show of hand. W
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say no. No. No.

M5. JOYCE JOHN: Good afternoon and
wel conme to our tribal |and and private | and of our 180 --
1.1 mllion acres. And we do own the land. W own
everything. | like to say sonething about hunting and our
| and and our aninals and our people. (Speaking in
GnM ch'in.)

| said ny nane is Joyce John. I'mfromArctic
Village. | raised up up here, and | -- ny parents are
| at e Abraham John, Sr. and Dorothy John. And ny
grandparents are Ji mmy John, ny dad's side, and ny nonis
side are Ezias Janes and Martha Janes. And ny great
grandparents are Reverend Al bert Tritt, the one you guys
hearing all day. And we are all one famly. W all cane
fromone famly. W are all brothers, sisters. W are
all grandnas, grandpas.

In 1988 when they first got that gathering here, this
place, this hall was full, full wth people, full with our
el ders. Qur elders' nanes are down there at the Hero Park
right now And we are going to put nore on there. |I'm
proud of those elders. | cry for them because they put

food on table. W walk for it. W hunt for it. W carry

it back. And we pass it to these -- our children, our
grandchildren. |1'ma grandnother now. |'ma single
parent. | raise up ny kids here, and ny kids are still
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here. They are raising up their kids. W go out canping,
go upriver, go fishing. W get this and that to survive.

W go on nountain. W don't drive up. W don't --
we don't -- we don't drive up on the four-wheeler in those
days. W got dog teans. W l|let the dogs carry stuff for
us. W got our backs. The Creator gave us all this to
take care of it. Gave us the legs to walk on, to sleep on
the land, to snmell the plants, hear the birds, |ook at the
ni ce bl ue waters.

CQur | akes are cl ean. Qur rivers are cl ean. W --

we -- we breathe in nice clear air. W own all that. |If
you guys open ANWR or open to drill, | think about ny
great-great-grandkids. | think of them \hat are they

going to do? Where are they going to turn to? The store
is not going to help them The noney is not going to help
them 1'mb50 -- 1'mb54 years old. Every year of ny
lifetine | live up on the nountain with all these kids.
Kids even don't have parents that they go up and we teach
them W want to learn. W want to do it. W help them
We teach them W tell themevery little part. Wy are
we holding this? Qur grandparents taught us everything:
CQur | anguage, the ways of our life, the way we speak, the
way we stand.

Yeah, everybody said we are poor. No. W are rich

I nside. W want you people to know where we cane from
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We didn't canme fromthere fromyesterday. W were here

t housands and t housands of years. Look in the Tanana
side. They are crying over there. They want to be here
to survive. In 1988 we testified here, right here in this
building. A lot of our elders cried, crying because this
today, we are going to see it and we are here.

Pl ease take our words. Take it back down. Tell them
we say no. No drilling. Think about your guys'
grandki ds. Maybe in the future your grandkids m ght cone
up and live anong us. And they will be Indians. They
w Il come back knowi ng how to be Indian. Honestly. W
got a |lot of nonNative here. They cone back. They live
anong us. They live like us. They work with us. They
tell us this and that. |'mproud of them And since
1988, the elders wote a treaty. And | hope you guys
found that treaty and work on that.

Another one is -- is I'mworried about ny future.
I"mnot worried about ne. |'mworried about these young
kids. They will be elders. They will be elders. They
wll be |eaders. They wll have nore generations to cone
which we won't see. And they will see these -- they wl|l

see all this. Look at the trees out there. 1988, those

trees weren't there. They were small. It grew up with
us. We live with it. It give us nmedicine. Sane thing
what caribou eats. It helps themlive healthy way of
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life.

Look at all of us. Every day we eat our food. W
don't get sick. W get nore power. W get nore strength
to go on, to teach our kids what we know about our
ancestors.

| could say nore, but |I'mworried about our
generation. And please go back and take what the people
said here on behalf of all the tribes. And please include
t he Canadi an because that's where our nbst our relatives
are, like the nost -- sone of these people say in 1988
when they came over, they haven't seen their relatives
over 50 years. They cry. They sing. They dance. They
hol d each other, |laugh. They tell each other their

chil dhood stories. They renenber going traveling back and

forth.

And what would that -- |ike Debbie said, | sit by the
canpfire. | build fire outside. W all do. W cook
outside. That's what all -- we like to snell our snoke.

| bet you when you guys go hone, you guys going to

snell -- mss that snelling and snell of that cari bou
neat .

This one | ady cane up from Lower 48, |ive anbng us
and wanted to | earn our | anguage -- | nean, our ways of

[1fe. She was here |i ke two weeks, and that wonman, she

put her jacket in her Ziploc bag, say |'mgoing to take
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this hone and just snell, and every year on Christnas |'m

going to snell it, and I'll renenber you people. Yeah.
There is a |l ot of people out there helping us to

open -- to hear our words. So please take it back and say

no, no, no. No, no, no. Ckay. Mahsi'.

MS. TONYA GARNETT: All right. Just a
qui ck rem nder, if everybody can shorten their comments so
that we just get your nain points so we have a chance for
everyone to speak. G andpa G deon said so.

MS. KAYLA NI KOLAI: M nane is Kayla
Ni kolai. I'mfromArctic Village. They shouldn't dril
because cari bou neans a lot to us. One of you are going
to | ose sonething or soneone in your |ife because | | ost
soneone in ny life that | wll mss till the day we neet
again. And | don't want to | ose the cari bou because they
are inportant to us. So don't drill.

Thank you.

MS. TONYA GARNETT: Next there is David,
Jr., Wnston, Keely.

MS. KEELY O CONNELL: Hi . ' m Keel y
O Connell. | ama teacher here, and | am absolutely
hunbl ed to be speaking after these amazi ng acti vists,
particularly nmy own students, who |I'm so proud of.

What | wanted to say was that | have nothing to add

scientifically or sort of special social know edge or
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anything |like that, but having lived and worked in Arctic
Village and Venetie for the past four years, | can say
that | have | earned vast anmounts of inportant stuff from
the kids that | work with and that their cul tural val ues
of cooperation and forgi veness have sonething to teach
everybody in the world, especially white people and sort
of western culture and the dom nant culture in the United
States, and that harm ng the environnent that this culture
and t hese peopl e depend on woul d cost everyone that --
t hat opportunity to | earn.
So | absolutely stand with the Gach'in people on

this matter.

MS. TONYA GARNETT: All right. Has David,
Jr. or Wnston conme up yet? Jerrald? Jerrald John.
Galen Gl bert.

MR. GALEN d LBERT: Hi . My name is Gal en

Glbert. |1 am30 years old and | lived in Arctic Vill age
all ny life. I'"ma forner council nenber and a forner
chief of 2015. | ran for one year, and now | have a
famly. | have a big famly now. | have three girls, and

l"mjust a full-tinme father now

And our -- again, like for the hundredth tine
probably for today, caribou is our main source of food.
And that ain't no lie. M cousin Daniel was up here

tal ki ng about the caribou and his girls picking that over
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candy. That's -- that's 100 percent true with ny girls,
t oo, because caribou it's so unexplainable, | nean, in how
it's part of us. W have to have it every day and
i ncl udi ng every season. My grandfather Trinble G| bert
also said to ne and to ny girls, always feed them
(GMch'in wrd). That's Native food and -- because he
said | want themto be strong and | want themto eat just
Native food. So |I'm holding that word and |I' m standi ng by
that word till the day | die.

And al so you guys cone up here and |ive one year up
here, yeah, | think you guys would stand by with us. And

| just want to end this by saying you cone live with us

one year, yeah. You mght like it. You mght not. But I
guarantee you will be I ndi ani zed.
Thank you.

MR WNSTON ERICK: My nane is Wnston

Erick. 1've just got a couple things to say about caribou
and people and the Neets'aii GuMch'in. I'moriginally
from Fort Yukon and Venetie. | have been here since 2013.

| participate in quite a bit of hunting and gathering

since | have been here over five years, and | got to know

the -- | got -- I"'mnot down, but I nean, I'mgetting to
be a decent hunter and I'mtrying to respect, but | -- ny
tine here hunting, | -- the respect between the Neets'ai
and caribou are pretty powerful. And | saw it two or

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

117

three tines, and it just opened ny eyes since | have been
up this way.

And | think, you know, |ike, why would you want to

destroy such a beautiful -- | think that's just a one tine
thing, too, so -- and that's all | want to say.
Thank you.

MR, JERRALD JOHN:. Hi. M nane is

Jerrald, and I"'mfromhere, this beautiful land. | grew
up here. | have been a hunter all ny life. And if you

could | ook out the wi ndow, | have traveled as far as you
can see. And | have hunted sheep. | have hunted nopose.

I even made fish traps to capture fish. And you guys
heard it fromthe old. You guys heard it from our youth.
And what they are going to do up there to nme personally is
not right.

And it's just not caribou that's being affected.
There is wildlife such as snow geese. And if you think
about it, snow geese travels all over the md U S
where -- all the way from U ah, all the way from Sout h
Dakota, North Dakota. There is geese that travel that
far. There is birds fromA Antarctica that travel here up
there. There is birds that cone from Washi ngton, D.C
There is birds from Texas. There is birds from
Madagascar. There is birds from New Zeal and. Now, the

| i st goes on.
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| say that they should have a say in this too, these
other countries. These are their birds, too. And I --
like |I said, | have been here all nmy life. And | really
depend upon the cari bou.

And Joe, Steve, you guys seen the prices at our
store. | see you take a picture of our steak, you know.
Can you feed your famly constantly on -- maybe you can,
you know. Maybe wth your salary cap, yeah. But can you?
You know, so guarantee you 100 percent if you were |living
here, you woul d be hunting al ongside us to feed your
famlies. R ght? Think of your brother. Think of your
sister. Think of their -- think of your nieces, you know.

Me personally, | hunt for this whole conmunity here.
| have done it countless tines. And for instance, this
com ng spring | harvest a lot of birds and | handed out
birds to every single elder in here. And | could harvest
at least ten in a night and I'Il give out nine, and I"'1]I
eat one nyself and just keep doing it over and over.

And right now we are like all other villages. W are
waiting for the breakup of the rivers, which has happened
since you guys have been here. The river is breaking up.
When the river rises, that's when fish travels. And when
it lowers, that's when we try to harvest as much fish as
possi ble for wwnter. And our wnters are |ong, dark and

cold. W are tal king 60 bel ow weat her, 65.
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You know, there is guys in here that could testify to
it that we are spending $64 on five gallons just to dilute
it wwth two-cycle oil. Now, we spend $62 on gas. And as
you can see at every house here, we have chi meys, right?
And a lot of us guys go out into the cold to harvest wood
to heat famlies.

And al ongside that, we go on long trips in these

nmountains. W wll go four or five nountains back just to
| ook for caribou at one point. And we will stay out there
a coupl e days and cone back. Then we will try that way if

there is nothing. And a lot of tines we see a |ot of
cari bou com ng up over this way.

And you could just see it in all the young guys.
When the caribou cone, there is just this great
anticipation, and they head up there to the nountain. You
know, whatever reserves of noney they have, they spend it
on a little bit of food to stay out there. The only way
toget it is to stay out there. And a lot of tines it is
so renote that you need -- you know, you have to be on
foot. You know, you can't get there with an ATV. You
wll be on foot. You will be packing your neat out. And
when you cone back to canp, you will see little kids and
el ders happy, you know. That's our hard work doing it for
them And that's just one day, you know. It's year-round

around here that we are constantly outside, constantly
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wal ki ng.

And |like right now there no caribou, right? There is
nothing. W could all of us could go for a wal k and see
nothing. They are all up there on the coastal plain
havi ng their young. They are having their babies. And
right now there is a lot of waterfow heading up there
ri ght now.

And like | said, it's just wong, you know, going up
there. | have famlies and friends that actually worked

up there, you know, as you heard before. They said they

have no regard for the land up there. You know, | have a
-- one of ny younger friends that | hel ped grow up, he's
up there. | talk to him What you been up to up there?
OCh, | just been cleaning three weeks straight. Wat --
wel |, what are you cleaning? Trash. Al right. There is
trash up there. You know, there is, like, total

disregard. | have famly and friends that are telling ne
t his.

And like | said, they' ve got to have people on site
maki ng sure that they are doing sufficient right. And
it's not right that -- you know, like | said, if there is
hydraulic fuel, hey, that's contam nation, right?

Like I said, it just -- I'mreally worried about not
just the caribou, but the other species that we really

depend upon, you know, |ike waterfow right now  For
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I nstance, as soon as this stuff is over, | got plans with
sone of ny friends here to go and head out. As soon as
this nmeeting is done, |I'm heading out to go harvest sone
bi rds, plain and sinple.

And yeah. That's all | got to say. | just hope you
guys nake the right decision, not just for me, but for all
United States so they coul d experience -- you know, when
t hey experience tens of thousands of caribou, you don't
want themto di sappear, you know. There was mllions of
buffalo. Now there is less than 1,000. And think about
the white rhino. There is no nore white rhino.

You know, it's -- it's wong, you know. They got to
start -- we got to start protecting stuff. And this is
what we are doing right now W are protecting our
cari bou. You know, | don't know if any of you guys heard
of the white rhino, but there is none. Nothing. You
know, there is little babies in here that probably woul d
never -- like, what is a white rhino? | don't want a
little boy saying, oh, what was a cari bou, you know.

They used to -- they are still roamng this |and.
It's like down there on the grass plains, you know, there
used to be mllions of buffalo. Now you can't even see a
herd of 100. It's -- you know, it's kind of scary to ne.
And | just don't want ny future generations to, you know,

not -- | ose our cari bou. You know, that's what we eat,
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you know. It's |like you guys' nopose that you harvest, you
know, you don't want that to disappear. You don't want
not hi ng to di sappear.

Just nme telling you fromwhat | experience and seen
and heard, and that's all | got to say. Just nmke sure
you guys make the right deci sion.

MS. TONYA GARNETT: Okay. So we have --
we still have probably about ten nore people on the |ist,
and we only have, like, 30 mnutes. So if we can keep
comments two to three mnutes. Not trying to be

di srespectful, but everybody wants to say sonet hi ng.

MR DAVID SMTH, JR: | knowit's been a
|l ong day. | feel it nyself. But ny nane is David Smth,
Jr. I'msecond chief, Arctic Village.

Along with the caribou mgration and the area that
they plan to drill, like Jerrald said, with waterfow,
just as you guys get excited to see Christnas, New Year's,
Hal | oneen, if your kids get excited, we get excited when
the ani mal s conme around. Wen the caribou cone, you wll
see nore people up on the nountain than you will here at
t he community hall

Just last week it was ny birthday, ny 21st birthday.
I nstead of going to a bar, going out and doi ng sonet hi ng,
| was out there hunting. The present | got was what we

call hun'luck, was a bird that we hadn't seen yet and
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Jerrald shot it and presented it to ne. That was ny
birthday gift. That's what | appreciate. | being out on
the |l and and | appreciate what ny forefathers fought to
protect and what I'mgoing to fight to protect.

So as long as I"'mstill up, I'"mnot going to stand
down for the caribou. They protect us. They provide for
us. And when they are in danger, we are going to protect
them W are going to provide for them They can't cone

here. They can't go to court. They can't speak. So we

w |l speak for them
Thank you.
MR. CHARLIE SWANEY: [|'Il try to make this
as fast as | can. | have a few things to say, but they

tell me we are running out of tine. M nane is Charlie
Swaney. 1've lived here alnost 30 years with nmy wife.
|'ve helped her raise a famly here. These past few
years, ne and ny wi fe have been bl essed with four precious
grandkids. Now with the grandkids, that's what | have
been focusing on nore than ever right now, trying to teach
t hem t he out doors.

|"ve lived out in the outdoors all ny entire life.
50 years | have been out hunting caribou, skinning
cari bou, cutting themup, bringing them hone, putting food
on the table. And I"'mtrying to teach themthat. Not

just them but others. |'mhere for these kids. | speak
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for these kids. The ones that can't come up here and talk

right now, |I'mspeaking for them | speak for themwth
my heart.
Back in -- back in 2002 -- | nmean '92, two elders

cane up to ne, and they sat down with me at our house and
they asked ne if | could speak for them They told ne
that I'"mgood with -- wth English | anguage, and I
understand a little bit better than -- how, you know,
expl ai ni ng how thi ngs are explained and then | sit down
and explain it to them But they asked nme to talk for
them And that's when | started com ng up on a m crophone
or in front of a camera and start tal king. And over the
years |'ve | earned better ways of doing that.

|'ve taken a | ot of people out: Smthsonian
magazi ne, Field & Stream NBC News. |'ve taken them al
out. I've shown themour lifestyle here. They have cone
up here because they hear the threat of oil devel opnent in
the Arctic National Wldlife Refuge, and that's why they
cane here. One thing that's different, though, is when
you see pictures of this place or you see it on video it's
way different than when you see it with your own eyes.

Back when Frank Murkowski was our senator, one tine
he got up on the Senate floor in front of all his
col | eagues and he held up a white piece of paper |iKke

this, and he said, this is the Arctic National WIldlife
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Refuge. This is what he had in front of them Look out
there. That don't look like this. That's what he said in
front of all his colleagues right there on Senate fl oor.
| remenber that. 1'll never forget that.

These people here, they speak fromtheir heart. They
speak fromtheir mnd. They have -- for thousands and
t housands of years they have relied on the caribou that
cones through here so they could eat. Just recently we
seen thousands of caribou going by here, going by here for
one reason and one reason only: That's to get up to the
cal ving grounds up there. They are migrating up there,
and that's where they are now.

And | wsh it was possible that all of you could fly
up there and see all those caribou up there because it's a
site you will never forget. | had an opportunity to do
that one tinme. There was 80,000 cari bou there, and I
still see it in nmy mnd. That's sonmething you will never
forget. And that goes to show just how nmany cari bou go
there for one reason. And that's not just them Al the
different species of birds. | nean, birds that cone from
t housands and t housands of mles just to go up there to
have their young. That's -- that's how precious that
place is to these aninmals and to these birds.

| know -- | know for a fact if oil devel opnent took

pl ace up there, they are going to go sonewhere el se. And
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If they do go sonewhere else, we are not going to see them
cone through here anynore or when they conme back from
there, mgrating back through here. | know that's not
goi ng to happen anynor e.

In the fall tinme, like a lady up here earlier said,
when t hey conme back through here, they let the | eaders go
t hrough, and then after that people go up there to the
canps and nmake canp and -- but when the caribou show up
here, they finally start show ng up, you | ook at people's
attitudes here. Their attitude changed. The caribou are
here. They know they are going to eat good again. You
see it in everybody, even those kids. They know they are
going to eat good again. That's their lifestyle that's
been their lifestyle, and that's the way they want to keep
it. You know, noney -- noney isn't everything.

Ri ght here you go out in the woods sonmewhere, you get
stuck, all the noney in the world ain't going to help you.
But the caribou or the fish or the ducks or whatever that
go by, there's one thing that everybody has to do,
everybody. They have to eat. You can't eat noney.

That's why it's so inportant to us. That's why when | --
when we nention about nobney, noney isn't everything. You
know, it may | ook that they're poor, really poor here and
all, but thisis arich lifestyle we |ive here. Healthy.

As Myra was sayi ng, when she goes up to the other
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pl aces and they see all these health problens, we don't
have that here because there is no pollution here. You go
down to that river and the water or the | akes here, you
get a cup, you dip it out and you drink it. You can't go
to Fairbanks and do that at Chena River or you can't go to
Anchorage and do that at Canpbell Creek. No way. But you
can still do that here, and that's what they continue to
want to do.

Now, one thing | don't really understand right now is
| don't know why some Canadi an peopl e couldn't cone over
here and tal k for you because they depend on this caribou
just as nmuch as these people here do. | don't understand
why they are being left out. You know, they are -- the
GnM ch'in people, just like these people are here, and that
part | don't understand. Wy aren't they -- sone of them
that were able to be here so you could hear their words
about over there. You heard fromone of them here
earlier, but I don't think -- | don't think that's right
to just have it mainly in Al aska because Canada is the
bi ggest part of their |life over there, too. And | don't
think that's right.

But one last thing that -- one last thing that I wll
tell you. Everybody in here knows it. One last thing
I"lIl tell youis if the coastal plains up there, the

birthing grounds are | eft alone, one thing we do know is
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the caribou and all these different species of birds wll
continue to go back there to give birth to their young
where they take their first breath of fresh air, their
first step on earth, their first bite to eat, where they
|l earn to wal k, where they learn to run. Everything. Al
t hat happens up there. And if it's left alone, that wll
continue. That's one thing we do know.

| thank you for com ng, and thank you for listing to
the few words that | had to say. Thank you.

MS. TONYA GARNETT: Edwar d.

MR. EDWARD SAM (Good afternoon. To the
panel, I w sh you would have a good heart and listen to
all these inportant speeches. From 1988 with different
panel s we have expressed the same view. So we are doi ng
sane thing. | hope you are listening. There is so nuch
things to say and so nuch inportant things that have been
di scussed, fromthe elders fromthe past, elders that
passes, deceases.

My m nd never changed opposing oil devel opnent, and
It stands. And I'mwth all ny tribes and I'm gl ad you
are giving ne this opportunity to speak to you. |'m an
environnentalist. |I'ma biologist. And we try to keep
everythi ng healthy around our area where the waterfow s
w il conme back. The caribou won't change its mgratory

route. W are really sensitive on all these matters where

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

129

we don't | ose contact with the cari bou.

You know, we have been -- from archeol ogy fi ndi ngs,
from 26, 000 years that we have been finding in the
headwat ers on Canadi an side, dd Cow River. Before it
was hard to get information like that. In order to get
information like artifacts fromthe headwaters of Crow
Ri ver, and we have to go through the Canadi an enbassy, the
Aneri can enbassy just to pass along a sinple paper that --
the findings. And since then, so 1984, President Reagan
passed into | aw Freedom of Information Act. That give a

bi g [indi scernible] opening the pages of what we stand

for.

We found sonme -- a lot of decline in waterfow . 30,
40 years ago there was plenty. Like oil spill, Exxon
Val dez, it's never been cleaned. They just -- they just
cl eaned the surface. And there are still side effects

fromthat. A couple years ago the Deep Horizon [sic] oi
drilling in New Mexico, how nmany mllions of oil that
di spersed into the ocean? | believe sone of that oil that
affected that coastal area where the waterfow and the
geese survived during the winter before their mgratory
route. So | blane the oil conpany for nessing up
ever yt hi ng.

Li ke right now even if they open and develop the --

the oil up there at ANVR or 1002, we still going to pay
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$10 a gallon. | don't think it will change. Since 1977
when the first -- first oil flow, there is over two
mllion barrels a day that goes 90 mles west of Arctic

Vil |l age going through. The | owest was 250,000 -- that's a
coupl e years ago -- that's flowing through. But we still
get the sane answer. W -- we still have to pay $10 a
gal l on, $15 for a quart of oil for a fuel mxer. Wen you
got no job, it's pretty hard. So | want to ask you

that -- ny vote for opening or drilling on ANVWR is

absol utely no.

Ckay. Thank you. Have a safe trip hone.

My nane is Edward Sam |I'mhere in Arctic Vill age.
I'"'ma resident here all ny life. Thank you and have a
safe trip hone.

MR, ANTONI O SI STO My name is Antonio
Sisto. |I'mthe grandson of Albert Tritt. What |'ve got
to say is | have stories. | have -- this one is still to
be told. That story is not for you, but ny grandkids.
Living in the Arctic and Venetie in the past five years,
novi ng back to the tribal |ands of our people, GMch'in, |
feel alive. | feel happy to be here wth ny peopl e and
stand with them The beautiful thing about this land is
t he power that can't be explained. M wfe and ny sons
are here, and we are happy. And ny sons, they wll --

they will hunt. And when things are at its worst, we wl|
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have fresh biscuits and fresh neat.
| am proud to hel p and understand what we don't know

and to show you what you don't understand about this | and.

The feeling of life on the hill of Arctic Village is a
beautiful place. There is no words to explain. 1t's not
any -- any website, and the feeling is magic. | just want

to say thank you and Mahsi' Choo.
MS. KATE HOLLANDSWORTH: Hi . ' m Kat e

Hol | andsworth. | grew up here in Arctic Village. ['m25
years old -- so growing up here, it's hard to explain. |
can't -- it's been amazing. This is ny baby right here,
Ryker. | was naybe about three nonths old [sic] with him
when | went out hunting for caribou. And | believe | nade
hi mstrong already by doing that. | plan on doing it
years from now and again this fall. | know wonen before
me and | pray for wonen after ne to keep hunting while
they are pregnant with their babies, wth their
gr andbabi es.

| " mup here speaking for ny baby. He can't really
talk too well, but I'mup here speaking for him | want a
future for himto learn our way of life, not in a
classroom not in a building; up there in the nountains,
in the trees, in the fresh air. | believe that's the only
way to learn our way of life. And as -- as Gl en

nmentioned earlier, if you were to be here for a year,
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maybe even a nonth or two, you woul d be | ndi ani zed.
have proof of that.

My dad -- ny dad canme up here 20-sonething years ago
from M ssouri, and he's never left once. He built us a
house, nme a cabin, and all kinds of things. And | just --

| pray and hope that we can keep it that way, not just for

us, not just for the future, but for the past. | nean,
peopl e have been fighting for years, and we all -- we are
all still fighting. And we are not going to stop. | just

pray and hope that we can keep it that way and just keep
everything safe as far as the cari bou, the npose,
everyt hi ng.
| just -- | hope you guys respect our w shes and hear

everyone out on what we would like to -- how we would |1 ke
to keep our land. Thank you.

M5. TONYA GARNETT: If everybody doesn't
m nd, | have a young gentl eman that keeps com ng up, SO
"1l give hima m nute.

MR. ALEXANDER STEVENS: My nanme is
Al exander Stevens. | cone from Fairbanks, Al aska. |I'm
standi ng up here right now because if you drill, it's not
li ke cutting off a bit of your finger. |It's not going to
heal back. It's going to stay. |It's going to stay like
that forever. So just don't drill. It's not a good idea.

And it's not just the caribou you are affecting; it's all
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the other animals in that area, too; all the birds. And
whi ch one is a nore val uabl e resource: The way -- our
culture, the way the culture noves or oil?

So if you wanted to protect sonething val uable, you
shoul d protect the culture. And | amten years old.

MS. TONYA GARNETT: We had no i dea what
this kid was going to say when | gave himthe mc. Good
j ob.

Robbi e.

MR ROBBIE MARTIN:. H . |I'm Robbie from
Venetie, but | have been living here in Arctic Village.
My parents are Shayna Tritt and Janmes Martin. And ny dad
taught nme how to cook over a canpfire into the woods. |
| earned how to cook ducks and cut the caribou and use sone
of the parts to cook over the fire. And I'm 13 years ol d.
It's a blessing to have. | don't want to | ose or throw
t hat away.

It's hurting to think that the oil conpanies are
trying to take over on what we have, such as our | and,
animals, but we rely on nost inportantly the cari bou.

Thank you for |istening.

MS. CHARLENE STERN: Good afternoon.
(Speaking in GMch'in.) M nane is Charlene Stern. M
parents are Florence Newran and Peter Stern. M

grandparents are the | ate Janes and Maggie G | bert of
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Vashraii K oo. That's where | cone from

So you know, a lot of this proposal has to do with
t he | easing program And yet our peopl e have been tal king
about exploration and devel opnent. And | understand that,
you know, depending on the outcone of this EIS, there is
potential for a bigger EIS in the future regarding
devel opnent. But | think what you have to understand even
in this process is, for us they're both related and t hat
we see this proposal as a foot in the door. And to us
that is a threat, a direct threat. And so we oppose that.
We have opposed that for over 30 years. And | think, you
know, you have judged the sentinment fromthe roomthat we
have a no-conprom se position on sone of those pieces.

As our hunters, as our |eaders, as our elders, as our
yout h have spoken, what you are really hearing fromis not
just the people of Arctic Village and Venetie. You're
hearing fromcari bou experts. You're hearing from caribou
bi ol ogi sts. You're hearing fromw Idlife biologists.
You're hearing frombotanists. That's the | evel of skil
and trai ning and know edge that they hold. They m ght not
hold a degree froma western institution, but that's that
| evel of knowl edge. And I think it's inportant that we
respect that.

They also, in addition to having that expertise, are

managers of these resources. W have been nanagi ng the
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cari bou. W have been managi ng the nbose in this area.

We have been managing the fish, the wildlife, the
waterfow for as |long as we have been here. \Wenever our
hunt ers make a deci si on about harvesting, they are
practicing active managenent. \Wen they decide not to
shoot the first | eaders that cone through, they are
practicing active nmanagenent. Wen they decide to take a
bull and not a cow, they are practicing active nmanagenent.

And so | want to make that record clear because |
t hink sonetines there is this notion that our nanagenent
I's not enough, that we are not qualified as biol ogists,

t hat we al ways need these experts from western
Institutions to affirm our know edge that we know based on
many, many generations. So |I'll nake that clear.

Qur people -- it's hard to descri be because you guys
just see the village as it is now. But when | think about
my grandparents, they lived all across this |and, al
across these nmountains, all across these | akes and rivers.
And there are many tines where the animals weren't there
when t hey needed them And our people faced starvation,
you know. My nomtells a story. She grew up -- she was
born out here on the land, not in a hospital. And she
tells a story about one tinme they ran out of food, and so
her nom who was blind, went to the cache, and she was

literally scraping crunbs fromour dry neat off our -- our
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caribou fromthe cracks in the cache to make a soup broth
out of themfor our famly to continue living. That's the
ki nd of hard lives that people our -- where we cone from

| also want to just say sonething about ny
grandnot her. She was a story teller, a traditional
know edge keeper, Maggie G lbert. And she once told us
this story, this dreamthat she had. And this dream was
her wal king in the nountain, and she cane across one of
t he cari bou, the | eaders, the old bulls, and he just
| ooked so poor and his fur was com ng out, and he | ooked
very unhealthy. And she spoke to him And our people
bel i eve that we have a relationship, especially back then
where we coul d understand the caribou and they could
under st and us.

And she asked himin our |anguage what was wong wth
hi m and he turned around and he said, there is no caribou
following ne. There is no caribou following ne. And so
when Faith was tal king about prophecies, that's a
prophesy.

And so when we hear about this | easing program

that's the fear. You know, |ike |I said, you guys think,
wel |, you know, depending on this, there may be a | ater
EI'S, but this -- this scares us, this proposal.

| want to make a clarification. A lot of our people

have tal ked about the birthplace of the caribou. W are
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tal ki ng about the cal ving grounds and the post cal ving
grounds. | want to make sure that that's in the record.

| think that our people are | ooking forward to
partici pati ng as cooperating agencies, our tribes in this
process. W are also very nmuch interested in the Section
106 process. W are the ones that have the know edge, our
el ders and our tribal |eaders, about our traditional
cultural properties. And because we have lived all over
t hese lands -- north, south, east and west of here --
there are nany traditional cultural properties that have
al ready been docunented, but there's nmany, many nore that
have yet to be docunented. And so we | ook forward to
bei ng able to work together to make sure that those are
docunented in this process.

So those are just a couple things that | wanted to
say. Mahsi' Choo. Thank you very nmuch.

M5. TONYA GARNETT: We have anot her young
gent | enan.

MR MARK JUNTOR My nane is Mark Juni or,
and ' mnine years old. And | don't want themto take
away the caribou because we love thema |Iot and we don't
want themto go away, ever. W want themto stay here.
So pl ease don't take them away. WMahsi' Choo.

MS. TONYA GARNETT: All right. 1Is there

anybody el se that wanted to -- Carrie? | believe Carrie
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Is the | ast person, unl ess sonebody el se wants to.

Thank you guys for sticking around.

M5. CARRI E STEVENS. M comments are naybe
only about 45 mnutes. |It's brief.

My name is Carrie Stevens, and | first came to live
in Arctic Village in 1999. And fromthere |I was very --
very bl essed to have that opportunity. So | thank Arctic
Village for always welcom ng ne, taking care of ne and ny
son. They are the nbst gracious people, if you haven't
noticed. There aren't very nany places on earth that are
left that are like this. Maybe on our hands we can | ook
at intact ecosystens that are still in relationship wth
I ndi genous peoples. | do not take this lightly.

This is one of the | ast great places on our earth
that we sit with holy people. W hear that nmany tines.
There is -- one of the only historic sites in our state is
here, and it is a church. Their stories carry that
spirit. And so | always have to recognize that and this
deep relationship with the world around them and t he
ecosystem And you have heard that all day.

So I'mvery, very concerned about the scoping
process, the EI'S process, the 106, the 810 processes. |
under stand you have a mandate. That's a |law that you
didn't wite that was passed. However, it is still wthin

your hands to ensure that the best possible job is done,
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that it is the nost conprehensive, holistic, thorough
study. | urge you desperately not to rush and not to nake
haste in this work because that really truly is on you.

As you can tell, this is the lives of these people.
This is the lives of their relatives, the caribou. And
yesterday | grew very concerned about the Iimt of the
scope of the inpact, particularly as it relates to
subsi stence or ways of life.

We know that this is the largest refuge in the United
States, although Steve and the Yukon Delta refuge m ght
have westling matches over that, | hear. It's maybe a
few acres here or there. And it's one of three in our
entire country that is a nanaged renotely. There is a
sign at the airport.

You know that, as we just heard fromDr. Stern, this
is a roomfull of doctors. And no one has the know edge
that they have related to this place.

Yesterday again | grew very concerned about
m si nformati on regarding the ANILCA 810 anal ysis and the
limtation of that scope and the limtation of the scope
of the work. The birthing grounds and nurseries of the
coastal plain feed far nore than this community, than the
Venetie community, than the Fort Yukon community. Fort
Yukon is not standing up for their brothers and sisters.

They are direct harvesters, and it is shown that | arge
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per cent age of househol ds across the Yukon flats rely on
t he Por cupi ne cari bou herd: Trade networks, soci al
net wor ks, spiritual networks, cultural networks. This has
been docunented nunerous tinmes. W shouldn't even have to
debate the | evel of scoping that should be taking place.
Now, that's just Porcupine caribou. So | desperately
urge you to consider those communities as scoping
communities and within your ANILCA 810 anal ysis and your
hi storic 106 analysis. The chief -- the traditional chief
of Beaver is fromhere. Everyone is related. Their
soci al networks are related. Their food sovereignty is
interrelated. Their food security, their health, their
wel |l -being is all interrel ated.
Now, we haven't even di scussed mgratory waterfow .
We have the Alaska Mgratory Bird Treaty Act. Those
waterfow feed |large portions of this state. And that
food is critical, critical to the spring resources and why
there is a special spring hunt. So |I'mvery concerned
about the limt on the scoping and on the anal ysis and on
the inmpact. It is as if you drop a pebble in a | ake and
it will continue and it will reach out for |onger than you
can see. That is how far the birthing ground inpact
reaches, directly. So | would |like to have that on record
and continue to have that on record. That was one of the

main points | wanted to nake.
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| al so have great concern regarding data. And |I'm
sorry -- oh, good. Paul is still here. Those gentlenen
are still here. Dd you guys get all that? Paul, did you
get all that? Making sure. Al right.

There is a |l arge body of docunentation of historical
oral stories. | couldn't even nane the nunmber of people
who have made their careers on the rel ationshi ps and
networks of self-reliance of food resources alone in the
region. But there is a huge data gap in harvest data for
this community. So | don't -- you are going to have a
very large chal l enge in nmaki ng an adequate, educated and
I nformed decision with the data that you have because it
Is very limted.

So only if you are working again with tri bal
governnments to ensure that -- this data -- tribes should
have been collecting this data for years in partnership
with the refuges. So you are going to run into sone
serious data gap issues there. Again, |I'mworried about
t he scope of i npact.

Al so, | don't even think we have di scussed today
transportation corridors related to leasing or related to
devel opnent and the inpact on any transportation corridors
and footprints on, of course, all of the resources we have
al ready heard about today, on water resources and on air

resources.
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' mal so worried about your tinme frame. You are
goi ng to have to docunment worst case scenarios and what is

your mtigation nmethodol ogy going to be for those inpacts.

We cannot plan that everything will be fine because we
know it will not be.

So really | just -- 1 very nuch appreciate your
coming here. | knowit's along trip. | appreciate you

listening all day to an amazi ng wealth of know edge, but
for these reasons | very nuch continue to request and push
on the extension for the scoping period and that you

I ncrease sites for scoping.

| just want to say that this is your legacy. This is
your legacy. All of you sitting at this table have power
and authority. And there are lives. |It's like a war.
There are lives at stake. And | just hope every night you
can think about the | egacy that you | eave for your
chil dren and your grandchildren as you consi der every
el se's grandchildren and children after that and this
great, great wonderful amazing place that's one of very
fewleft on this earth.

The Nati onal Petrol eum Reserve sits right next door,
and it's not even tapped out. It's not even tapped out.
It's right there.

So thank you. Thank you for your tine, your

consideration. And with all due respect, | very nuch
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t hank the el ders and everybody from Arctic Village. Thank
you.
M5. PAMELA A. M LLER Hel | o. My name is

Pamela A. Mller. 1'll try to nake a very short
statenment, and it's about the scope of the change that
this EISis proposing to look at. The lease is not a
sinple piece of paper. You don't do it and then nove on
to the details. The |ease allows the whole kit and
caboodle. It gives a right, presumably, if it's done like
in the National Petrol eum Reserve, to exploration
devel opnent, production, transportation, roads, seismnc,
gravel mnes, ports, the whole thing. You need to | ook at
the whole thing now. You can't separate preleasing and
postl easing seismc. They are information the governnment
shoul d have to informthe | easing program presunmably. It
I's a conprehensive part of the whol e pl an.

In the Prudhoe Bay region, it's involved as nuch as
32,000 mles of seismc just by 2001. In the offshore,
t hey have done a |lot nore. They have done 197 m | es of
seismc. This is driving heavy machinery in grids 660
feet apart on this fragile tundra. There was a one-tine
seismc program Its lines were one to six nmles apart.
It was a very different programthat had | ongstandi ng
I npacts of which | wtnessed in the winter and the sumrer

and as of the last tine | was there.
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It is sinply wong to speed ahead and not consi der
that seismc. |It's an integral part of the whole
operation that you are conceptualizing how you are goi ng
to overlay the oil and gas | easing programon the existing
[i ndi scernible] of the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge to
preserve this land in its natural diversity of habitats
and popul ations, for water quality and quantity, for
subsi stence, for upholding international treaties.

This is a very different reality than the Nationa
Petrol eum Reserve and you are not proposing a petrol eum
reserve on a wldlife refuge. So given that the refuge
was safe, there was not a lot of funding for scientific
studi es for decades. The baseline information and
Integrating that together for any place wll take | onger
t han a year.

So this is a highly political decision in a place
that it should not have. So | urge you to reconsider how

you are ramm ng t hrough thinking you are going to do

leasing in this -- in this narrow wi ndow of tinme. It
won't work. And you will not be evaluating the direct,
cumul ati ve and other inpacts not only that will happen up

in the coastal plain itself, the connections to here that
are very vibrant every day, the way the birds, the way the
ot her animals connect to other parts of the world, the

whal es, the seals and the way that the ocean and the | and
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have cumul ative inpacts. In the Trunp Adm nistration they
are both being considered at the sane tine.

So we sit here in one of the nost beautiful places on
earth. And you have heard howit's in everyone's heart
here and it's in the hearts of people all across the
country and -- who have a stake in this, but this stake
here is the nost powerful of all because they are
connected to the land. They have been that way forever.
And |'ve | earned so nuch and |I'm hunbl ed fromthe people
her e.

So | just wanted to nmake that point about the
conpr ehensi veness of the inpact statenent. And you really
need to take a step back. Thank you.

M5. CORA JOHN: My nane is Cora John, and
| live in Arctic Village. | don't want you to dril
because caribou is our life. Wen | get older, |I want to
learn -- learn ny kids to get caribou, skin them and cook.
Drilling is bad and | don't want that to happen to our
culture. So please don't drill. Thank you.

MS. KAREN MOURI TSEN: | just want to say
t hank you everyone so, so nmuch. W really, really
appreci ated your hospitality, your beautiful community,
you all, the community. W just really, really appreciate
iIt. And we thank everyone for giving us such thoughtful

and heartfelt comments. And we have gotten themall on
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the record, thanks to Mary. W've taken a |ot of notes.
So thank you very, very much
We had those handouts on the back table that told you

how to make comments, if you wanted to fax them or enail
themor send us a letter. And so if you didn't pick any
up -- and | think there m ght not be any left -- but we
will get you sone nore so that we can nake sure and get
your comments. And just thank you. Do you want to say
sonet hing in cl osi ng?

M5. TONYA GARNETT: C osing quick prayer.

M5. KAREN MOURI TSEN: Ckay. That woul d be
great. Thank you so much everyone.

MR JIMW JOHN: | just want to say thank
you. Geat, great thanks to Tiffany Yatlin, Charl ene
Stern, Tonya Garnett, Faith Genmi ||, Sarah James, the

peopl e who cooked: Marty Russell, Marion Swaney, Darryl,

the grill boy, N kolai. And | got nusicians. Wo are
they? They're not around. | don't know. But all of you.
All the youth, good talking. | like that. Keep it up.

And el ders right there. And ny visitors. Thank you.
[i ndi scernible] You people do it sone nore. |'IlIl be
there waiting for you guys. | want to know what you guys
are up to. Thank you very nuch. So thank you very nuch,
ever ybody.

(O f the record.)
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(A closing prayer was offered.)

(Proceedi ngs adjourned at 5:37 p.m)

147

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

148

REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY A. VAVRI K, RVR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken before
nme at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcri bed under ny direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that tinme; and that | amnot a party to nor have
| any interest in the outcone of the action herein
cont ai ned.

| N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscri bed

ny hand and affixed ny seal this _ day of June 2018.

MARY A. VAVRI K,
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Notary Public for Al aska

My Conm ssion Expires: Novenber 5, 2020
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            1    P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S



            2                    MS. MYRA THUMMA:  We are going to open up 



            3    with a prayer.  



            4               (Invocation offered by Myra Thumma.)  



            5                    MR. JAMES JOHN:  Okay.  (Speaking in 



            6    Gwich'in.)  My name's James John.  I'm first chief of 



            7    Arctic.  I grew up around this village.  Since I have been 



            8    a little kid, I have been hunting caribou.  I have been 



            9    living only and I live around subsistence life.  My way of 



           10    living is just live off the animals.  And all my people 



           11    are the same as what I'm doing right now.  And we are 



           12    asking for people's help with what I'm doing right now.  



           13         I appreciate you guys coming out here.  I hope you 



           14    just keep in mind what we are doing right now.  Thank you 



           15    very much for all of you and my people and for coming this 



           16    way and Mahsi' Choo.  



           17                    MR. DENNIS ERICK:  Hello.  My name is 



           18    Dennis Erick.  I'm the first chief of Venetie.  I'd like 



           19    to welcome all the visitors that came to Arctic and all 



           20    the visitors that represent us, and all the people that 



           21    don't represent us, but you know you are welcome.  We 



           22    always welcome everybody, no matter how we are.  We got a 



           23    good heart.  



           24         But I'd like to say something about the caribou.  The 



           25    caribou, when I lived in Venetie, it's kind of farther.  
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            1    It's kind of farther to get caribou.  But even then, we 



            2    still get caribou.  We still live off the caribou.  Also, 



            3    my brothers and my sisters, my aunties and uncles, 



            4    grandpa, grandma, great-great grandpa, great-great 



            5    grandma, they all taught us this.  It's our way of life.  



            6    We can't just walk away from the way we live.  



            7         And there is not only caribou.  There is also 



            8    migratory bird, waterfowl, fish, shorebirds, all of them, 



            9    they live up there in the coastal plains.  And we need to 



           10    protect it, no matter what.  We have to encourage our 



           11    people to do what my grandpa did, to do what their grandpa 



           12    did.  They survived.  We didn't have no sugar.  We didn't 



           13    have coffee.  Now we do because we are living in the 



           14    modern world, but we still depend on the caribou.  



           15         As a chief, and my people -- I love my people, even 



           16    though even if I don't look like it, I still deep in the 



           17    heart.  And that's all I got to say.  Thank you.  



           18                    MS. KAREN MOURITSEN:  Okay.  Thank you.  



           19    Hello, everyone.  I'm Karen Mouritsen.  I'm the BLM's 



           20    Acting State Director for the State of Alaska.  I really 



           21    want to thank the community for welcoming us here to your 



           22    community.  We're here to talk about the leasing EIS for 



           23    the coastal plain with you.  We really thank you for the 



           24    welcome.  The dinner last night was wonderful.  I had the 



           25    caribou stew and the caribou and the fish.  So thank you 
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            1    so much for that, and the dancing and the music.  It was 



            2    just great.  So thank you for that.  



            3         I would like to just introduce a few people and just 



            4    tell a little bit about the format of the meeting, and 



            5    then we will get started.  



            6         So I'd like to introduce Joe Balash.  He's the 



            7    Assistant Secretary for Lands and Minerals Management at 



            8    the Department of Interior.  And Steve Wackowski is the 



            9    Department of Interior Senior Advisor to the Secretary for 



           10    Alaska.  Kate MacGregor is our Deputy Assistant Secretary 



           11    for Lands and Minerals Management.  Karen Clark is our 



           12    Assistant Regional Director for the Fish & Wildlife 



           13    Service here in Alaska.  Steve Berendzen -- where did 



           14    Steve go -- the refuge manager maybe you know.  Hollis 



           15    Twitchell -- Hollis, thank you.  Nicole Hayes is the 



           16    project manager who will be giving the presentation in 



           17    just a minute.  Chad Ricklefs and Paul Lawrence are 



           18    helping with the sign-ins.  



           19         Mary Vavrik is our court reporter, and she's taking 



           20    down the comments from you all.  It's really important for 



           21    us to hear your ideas about this, so she's going to take 



           22    down your comments, and that's why we have the microphone 



           23    here so she can hear and get the comments.  



           24         We also -- Debbie is going to translate for us if 



           25    anyone wants a translator.  Thank you, Debbie, for 
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            1    agreeing to do that.  And then we have the videographers 



            2    here who -- back here who have been making the documentary 



            3    for a while around here.  So they are going to film some 



            4    of the comments people make.  



            5         We are here for the scoping meeting for this coastal 



            6    plain leasing EIS.  And scoping means that we are just 



            7    starting the process.  We are trying to figure out what 



            8    issues we should address while we do this Environmental 



            9    Impact Statement.  So the purpose is to hear from you all.  



           10    We want to hear if you have got issues you would like us 



           11    to address in that EIS.  And so we are -- Nicole is going 



           12    to give you a presentation in a minute, but mostly this is 



           13    to hear from you all.  



           14         And after Nicole does the presentation, we would like 



           15    to have people start coming up to the microphone maybe 



           16    starting with the elders if we have some elders that want 



           17    to talk, and then Arctic Village residents, we would 



           18    really like to hear from you all, and then everyone else.  



           19    And so we really do want to hear your thoughts.  



           20         So Nicole, do you want to start the presentation?



           21                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Thank you, Karen.  And 



           22    I'm really bad about the mic, so if I walk away, just wave 



           23    your hand.  



           24         Like she said, thank you.  Thank you for welcoming 



           25    us.  We are really glad to be here and we really look 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                         8







            1    forward to hearing from you.  As Tonya reminded me, people 



            2    want to speak and share their thoughts, so I'm going to go 



            3    through the presentation fairly quickly, but I want to 



            4    help frame what exactly we are doing here and also share 



            5    with you how you could best provide input to inform our 



            6    decisionmaking process.  So that's what I'm going to focus 



            7    on.  



            8         So again, the agenda is:  Why are we here?  What is 



            9    the coastal plain EIS?  What is the BLM required to do?  



           10    What are the agency responsibilities?  What is BLM 



           11    responsible for?  What is the Fish & Wildlife Service 



           12    responsible for?  What is the NEPA process?  You hear NEPA 



           13    referred to often.  We will what explain the NEPA process 



           14    is.  We will share how subsistence and ANILCA Section 810 



           15    fits into that NEPA process.  We know that's one of the 



           16    major concerns and issues, so we will touch on that and 



           17    then provide you guys an opportunity to share information.  



           18         And then the most important part is how to 



           19    participate.  So we will tell you all the ways that you 



           20    can participate.  I'll touch on them now.  There are some 



           21    sign-in sheets back there.  There is forms.  If you 



           22    haven't picked up a handout, pick up a handout.  You can 



           23    submit written comments.  You can submit oral comments.  



           24    You can go online and submit the form online.  So there is 



           25    various ways.  Again, we want to hear from you during this 
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            1    period and get your thoughts and comments and the issues 



            2    we should be analyzing in the EIS.  



            3         I forgot to mention, Debbie was going to kind of 



            4    summarize what I say after each slide in Gwich'in, so I'm 



            5    going to let her come up here and speak for just a moment.  



            6               (Translating into Gwich'in.)



            7                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So what I'm going to 



            8    cover now is the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017.  And you 



            9    will hear that commonly referred to as the Tax Act.  This 



           10    is basically the requirements of the Secretary of the 



           11    Interior and the BLM.  This map that's being displayed up 



           12    here -- and you guys have probably seen it in other 



           13    places -- is the map that's specifically referenced in the 



           14    Tax Act.  It outlines the coastal plain area, which is 



           15    also commonly referred to as the 1002 area.  You will hear 



           16    us call it the coastal plains for the Coastal Plain Oil 



           17    and Gas Leasing EIS.  The coastal plain area encompasses 



           18    1.6 million acres of the 19.3 million acres of the Arctic 



           19    National Wildlife Refuge.  



           20         Section 20001 of the Tax Act specifically requires 



           21    the Secretary of the Interior to do, acting through the 



           22    Bureau of Land Management, is to establish a competitive 



           23    oil and gas leasing program, similar to what's done under 



           24    NPR-A, or the National Petroleum Reserve, under the Naval 



           25    Petroleum Reserves Production Act of 1976.  So the 
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            1    requirements are to implement this oil and gas leasing 



            2    program similar to how it's done in NPR-A.  So that's a 



            3    requirement of us.  



            4         Also, we are required to hold not fewer than two 



            5    lease sales, the first one having to occur within the next 



            6    four years.  The second one is required to occur within 



            7    the next seven years.  And the other requirements are that 



            8    not fewer than 400,000 acres of the highest potential 



            9    hydrocarbon areas shall be offered for lease.  So those 



           10    are the requirements that we are operating under right 



           11    now.  



           12         And I'm going to provide some information to you all 



           13    about how best to help inform, how we can protect those 



           14    critical areas and have conditions so that it is -- we 



           15    follow the NEPA process and we preserve, enhance, protect 



           16    as best we can those areas that may be leased.  



           17         So the agency responsibilities for -- I'm sorry.  



           18    Debbie, did you want to --



           19         (Translating into Gwich'in.)



           20                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So the agency 



           21    responsibilities for the coastal plain leasing EIS fall 



           22    mostly with BLM because they were designated within the 



           23    Tax Act to implement the oil and gas leasing EIS.  We are 



           24    the lead federal agency for the EIS, so that's why we are 



           25    up here speaking.  And I'm the designated project manager 
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            1    for it.  We will be responsible for the leasing program 



            2    and to have the lease sales.  The Fish & Wildlife Service, 



            3    we are working closely with them.  They are a cooperating 



            4    agency.  Obviously, they know the refuge well, and they 



            5    administer the surface of the Arctic National Wildlife 



            6    Refuge.  



            7         (Translating into Gwich'in.)



            8                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So this slide outlines 



            9    the BLM oil and gas leasing and development process.  I 



           10    just want to highlight we are working on the leasing 



           11    phase.  And the EIS, the Environmental Impact Statement, 



           12    is for leasing.  Any other activities -- seismic 



           13    activities, post-lease exploration drilling, development, 



           14    production, other requirements of the Tax Act -- which the 



           15    Tax Act does require the Secretary to authorize up to 



           16    2,000 surface acres of development, but any of those 



           17    authorizations would require separate NEPA analysis.  So 



           18    we are focusing on the leasing and the EIS to have those 



           19    lease sales.  Again, if there are subsequent activities 



           20    that occur pre or after a lease sale occurs, there will be 



           21    another NEPA process.  So there will be an opportunity to 



           22    provide input and to share information prior to decisions 



           23    being made about those activities.  



           24         (Translating into Gwich'in.)



           25                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So this is kind of a 
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            1    busy, boring slide, but this is what the National 



            2    Environmental Policy Act is.  And I'm just going to 



            3    quickly walk through how the process works because this is 



            4    really important because this is where we get the public 



            5    input.  When there is a federal action that may have a 



            6    significant impact on -- on something on the environment, 



            7    then the federal government is required to develop an 



            8    Environmental Impact Statement.  So that is what we are 



            9    doing for this leasing program.  It was initiated, and the 



           10    requirement started with the passing of the Tax Act.  



           11         We have to publish a notice of intent to say that we 



           12    are going to do an Environmental Impact Statement, so that 



           13    was done on April 20th.  And that kicks off the scoping 



           14    period.  The standard scoping periods are 30 days.  We 



           15    initiated it with a 60-day scoping period.  Currently that 



           16    ends on June 19th.  That little red flag in the far 



           17    right-hand corner shows where we are right now.  



           18         And this is the really important part of the process 



           19    because this is where we get input from the public that 



           20    tells us what we should be analyzing in the EIS so that we 



           21    can make informed decisions.  This is where we hear 



           22    concerns, we learn about the issues, and we also learn 



           23    ways to offset some of those impacts that may occur.  So 



           24    that's the type of input we are looking for.  



           25         After the scoping period closes, we produce a scoping 
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            1    report, and then we start developing alternatives for the 



            2    proposed action.  There are some specific requirements we 



            3    know we have to fit within.  There must be at least 



            4    400,000 acres offered for lease, and we know it's within 



            5    the coastal plain area.  So some of the things that would 



            6    really help us is -- for the alternatives development is 



            7    understanding maybe timing restrictions or areas to avoid, 



            8    leasing restrictions where we would have no surface 



            9    occupancy, things like that.  And I'll go into that a 



           10    little bit more.  



           11         We then write the draft EIS, and the draft EIS is 



           12    another opportunity for the public to provide comment.  



           13    That gets published and we come out and do meetings again 



           14    to get input on the information that's in that document, 



           15    and then we go back and take all the comments that we 



           16    receive and we revise the document and develop a final 



           17    EIS.  And then after the final EIS is completed, we 



           18    publish a Record of Decision, and then a lease sale may be 



           19    held.  



           20         I also just want to emphasize that there is two main 



           21    parts in here where there is periods for public comment, 



           22    but we also have other opportunities where we consult.  



           23    For example, government-to-government consultation is 



           24    ongoing throughout the entire cycle of this NEPA process.  



           25    So we receive input from affected tribes throughout the 
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            1    process.  So it's not just a two-time or two-opportunity 



            2    time to receive input, necessarily.  



            3         (Translating into Gwich'in.)



            4                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So this slide just 



            5    showing how the Section 810 of ANILCA process fits into 



            6    the NEPA process.  It is separate from the NEPA analysis, 



            7    but it's a really critical component that we address 



            8    obviously here in Alaska.  



            9         So the initial 810 evaluation is appended to the 



           10    draft EIS.  The draft EIS identifies the subsistence uses 



           11    and resources, so the information provided during scoping 



           12    really informs what is in that initial 810 finding.  So we 



           13    have to use information that's put into this EIS to make a 



           14    determination for subsistence use impacts.  So after the 



           15    draft EIS is completed, concurrently we do that initial 



           16    810 evaluation which is appended to the draft EIS.  



           17         And then if the initial evaluation is it may 



           18    significantly restrict subsistence uses, then we have 



           19    subsistence hearings.  Those, again, are concurrent with 



           20    the public meetings that we hold for the draft EIS, but 



           21    they are in the affected communities of which there is a 



           22    finding that there may be a significant restriction to 



           23    subsistence uses.  And those meetings are separate.  



           24         After those meetings, we take all of the information 



           25    that we learn.  There is recommendations about how to 
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            1    avoid or minimize impacts to those subsistence resources, 



            2    and then a final determination is made, and that's 



            3    appended to the final EIS.  



            4         (Translating into Gwich'in.)



            5                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So the decisions that 



            6    are to be made are what do the alternatives look like.  



            7    And the alternatives really are the lease stipulations 



            8    that go onto these leasing tracts.  So the leasing tract 



            9    locations and also the stipulations.  Some examples are 



           10    timing window restrictions, when are the caribou calving, 



           11    like where are the areas that we should avoid entirely.  



           12    Those types of things are the -- is the information that 



           13    we are looking for from you.  We know there is concerns 



           14    about subsistence uses and impacts, but how can we best 



           15    avoid them.  So if you have that sort of information, 



           16    please share it with us because that's what we are 



           17    interested in hearing.  



           18         (Translating into Gwich'in.)



           19                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So part of the NEPA 



           20    process is working with agencies and governments that have 



           21    specialized expertise or jurisdiction by law that can help 



           22    inform our process.  Today to date we have Fish & Wildlife 



           23    Service as a cooperating agency, the State of Alaska, the 



           24    North Slope Borough.  And as of yesterday we also have the 



           25    Native Village of Venetie Tribal Government, the Venetie 
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            1    Village Council and the Arctic Village Council.  So these 



            2    are cooperating agencies.  Again, they have specialized 



            3    expertise that are going to help inform the EIS and help 



            4    in our decisionmaking process.  



            5         (Translating into Gwich'in.)



            6                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So this is a tentative 



            7    schedule that we have for development of the EIS.  You 



            8    will note a lot of it is in seasons.  We are in the 



            9    scoping period right now.  We have had requests to extend 



           10    the scoping period that are being considered.  We are 



           11    looking at alternatives development this summer.  



           12    Cooperating agencies, again, participate in helping us 



           13    draft the EIS and providing input into that EIS.  So we 



           14    are looking at having a draft EIS this fall.  We will 



           15    revise the draft EIS and, based off of the public 



           16    feedback, that takes a few months.  And then we will 



           17    publish the final EIS and have a Record of Decision, which 



           18    is currently projected to be spring and summer of next 



           19    year.  Again, that's for the leasing component and to have 



           20    a lease sale.  And that's according to the schedule that 



           21    we are on right now.  



           22         (Translating into Gwich'in.)



           23                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So currently, again, we 



           24    are conducting scoping.  These are the locations in which 



           25    we are conducting scoping meetings.  We rescheduled -- 
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            1    originally we were planning on being in Kaktovik this 



            2    week, and we had to reschedule.  And we plan on going 



            3    there June 12th.  Our next meetings will be Fairbanks, 



            4    Anchorage, Utqiagvik, Venetie and then Kaktovik and 



            5    Washington D.C.  We have received requests for additional 



            6    scoping locations that will be considered and we will be 



            7    making a decision on in the near future.  



            8         (Translating into Gwich'in.)



            9                    MS. SARAH JAMES:  I'm trying to explain to 



           10    them that some people that don't understand that -- this 



           11    is public land.  That's how come they are having it 



           12    throughout different places, Washington, D.C., for 



           13    example, and that kind of stuff.  And this has got to do 



           14    with public land.  This has got to do with government, and 



           15    that's why they make sure that -- okay.  



           16               (Translating into Gwich'in.)



           17                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Again, we have various 



           18    ways to provide comment.  We are getting ready to open up 



           19    the comment.  You can public comment right now.  We do 



           20    have a court reporter, as Karen mentioned.  Mary is our 



           21    court reporter, so we do ask that you come up to the mic 



           22    and clearly state your name.  Speak slowly because Mary 



           23    will tell you if you are speaking too fast.  And if you 



           24    need the mic brought to you, just let us know.  We would 



           25    like elders to come up and speak first and then residents 
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            1    of Arctic village and then everybody else.  



            2         There is various ways if are -- if you don't want to 



            3    provide public comment, you could also provide public 



            4    comment and submit written comment, which written comment 



            5    is always encouraged.  The ways to provide comments are in 



            6    the packets in the back of the room, but also up on the 



            7    screen.  So you can email, submit them on the form, or 



            8    mail them into that address.  And again, the scoping 



            9    period currently closes June 19th.  So please provide your 



           10    comments.



           11         (Translating into Gwich'in.)



           12                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Thank you, Debbie and 



           13    Sarah.  So this is the end of my presentation.  And we now 



           14    welcome public comment.  I think Tiffany and Tonya were 



           15    going to help identify elders to come up and speak, or 



           16    they can just come up and speak.  



           17                    MR. JAMES JOHN:  (Speaking in Gwich'in.)



           18                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So just reminder to 



           19    state your name for the record.  And then if you need a 



           20    translator into English, because the court reporter needs 



           21    it in English for the record, then we need to have it 



           22    translated.  



           23                    MR. JAMES JOHN:  Mahsi' Choo.  (Speaking 



           24    in Gwich'in.)  So I'm thinking -- I don't know 



           25    [indiscernible] on the map exactly where, and right now I 
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            1    even talking the plan.  I don't know where.  But seems 



            2    like that is where the caribou come from.  And what I'd 



            3    like to see people to fly the young people up there and 



            4    where it's going to be and show them where the caribou 



            5    calving grounds is.  And the Fish & Wildlife, you are the 



            6    ones, show the people how the caribou channel and where 



            7    the overflows, make sure the caribou [indiscernible].  I 



            8    don't think it will.  But I want to see today, I want you 



            9    to show them a big map exactly where it is, and I want you 



           10    to tell the young people here, this generation, to fly 



           11    them up there and take a look at it exactly.  



           12         Looks to me, I'm kind of worried this morning.  It 



           13    looks like it's going to hurt us because that's where the 



           14    caribou is.  That's where everything is.  



           15         And North Slope Borough, you mentioned that, too, you 



           16    know.  They even got the boundary lines up 20, 30 miles 



           17    from here up north.  And I got my allotment in there now.  



           18    So I don't know why North Slope Borough increased their 



           19    line over the North Slope.  But I think the North Slope 



           20    Borough belongs to the Slope.  And every time I say that 



           21    people just ignore me, you know.  And let's see what -- 



           22    that's all I can say.  Just show people where exactly you 



           23    think that all going to impose.  



           24         20 years ago we got all that closed down 



           25    [indiscernible] south by Venetie.  Everybody know.  You 
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            1    know, we lost black bear.  We lost ground squirrel.  



            2    Nothing grow back still.  



            3         And also when the pipeline that -- in Arctic Village 



            4    I remember we don't have caribou for four years.  Four 



            5    years.  



            6         Thank you.  



            7                    MR. JONATHAN JOHN:  My name is Jonathan 



            8    John.  I'm from Arctic Village.  And I have been a tribal 



            9    leader for some years and before.  And back in 1986 when 



           10    this whole thing started that I recall, and since then we 



           11    have been asking to let the caribou alone, but we still 



           12    have to go and talk about it.  We need to come 



           13    cooperating.  I first know that it will devastate the 



           14    whole caribou.  It will.  The only place -- the only, only 



           15    place is calving ground that they will calve is there.  



           16    They will calve around here, but it won't sustain itself 



           17    as much as it would as is the place up there.  



           18         Also, that we know we have been a hunter.  We always 



           19    try to keep our place clean, our land clean.  Even walking 



           20    through the bushes, for instance, the bushes come off your 



           21    clothes, a little lint come off your clothes.  Caribou are 



           22    the same.  They will smell you right off of the brush.  



           23    That's how sensitive they are.  



           24         We ask to have some more time and to discuss it some 



           25    more, but we are -- my people have asked a step at a time 
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            1    and we only take one step and we want to be sure before we 



            2    take another one.  



            3         But on the other hand, I know that we -- it's part of 



            4    our livinghood.  Our caribou is part of our livinghood 



            5    just as much as fishermen depend on the fish.  They depend 



            6    on their livinghood on the fish, and we -- none of that 



            7    has a cash value, but otherwise value.  And it's just a 



            8    count to the same.  



            9         So please, I ask and I request to that we be part of 



           10    cooperating agency.  This much I ask for right now.  Thank 



           11    you.  



           12                    MR. GIDEON JAMES:  My name is Gideon 



           13    James.  I live in Arctic Village, and I'm one of the 



           14    elders.  And I have long years of experience in working 



           15    with the tribe.  So what I want to say is that when these 



           16    people speak for the animals, it is very -- these are very 



           17    intelligent animal.  They travel thousands, thousands, 



           18    thousands of miles to the feeding ground, into the calving 



           19    ground.  And when they travel, they got their own leaders.  



           20    Any caribou don't lead, but they got special group within 



           21    their herd that leads.  I know that because I used to run 



           22    them down with snowshoe, and I -- it's a hard time.  It's 



           23    hard to run it down with the group of leaders like that.  



           24    And you can tell by the calluses in front of their legs.  



           25    There is calluses right there.  
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            1         And the reason I bring this up because we are here to 



            2    protect migrating animals and species.  There is 



            3    thousands, thousands of ducks that -- that fly to that 



            4    area to nest.  Like yesterday or day before, there is new 



            5    life begins up there.  There is new life that begins up 



            6    there so everybody will stay healthy as in Gwich'in 



            7    country.  



            8         Also, a lot of people that come to see the 



            9    attraction, like hikers and other environmentalist group 



           10    that want to see it, they spent their fortune to see it.  



           11    And we see it down at the airport.  Pretty soon there will 



           12    be hundreds and hundreds of people walking at the airport.  



           13    That's all they are going -- they want to go up to see it.  



           14    So we are not alone.  We are not alone here.  



           15         And what we want to protect is the sole purpose, the 



           16    sole purpose of animals to survive, animals to stay 



           17    healthy, to have clean water, clean air, clean food.  



           18    That's what our main concern is.  And it's -- throughout 



           19    the history, our people are really smart, are very 



           20    intelligent that they keep these animals healthy.  



           21         And now, now this Tax Act and Job Act they call it, 



           22    we don't call it.  Our president is the one that call it, 



           23    and he never paid -- he never showed us that he pay tax.  



           24    He never -- he never show us that he worked for anybody 



           25    instead of leading you on.  
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            1         Thank you.  



            2                    MR. LOUIE JOHN:  Good morning.  My name is 



            3    Louie John, and I'm here from Arctic Village.  I have a 



            4    lot of experience with caribou.  I'll tell you a little 



            5    story about myself.  When I was a kid, I was upriver.  



            6    That's our feeding ground.  That's our garden out here.  A 



            7    lot of times other society tell us that we are poor.  No.  



            8    Look at me.  You know, I feeding myself good because, 



            9    look, there is a lot of good food out there.  The fish -- 



           10    because we have been environmentalists for 10,000 years.  



           11    And look at it.  We try to keep our land clean the way it 



           12    is for a thousand years.  We don't try to destroy it 



           13    because we know it help us.  In return, we take care of 



           14    the land.  In return, it takes care of us.  That's the way 



           15    we believe.  



           16         And when I was a kid, I didn't know about Lower 48.  



           17    All I know is my life here.  That's all I knew until BIA 



           18    came around and start teaching us about Liberty Bell that 



           19    crack until it rain -- it rained until it crack, you know.  



           20    And that was our freedom.  So they tell us about all these 



           21    histories, you know, polar bear and revolution and all 



           22    that stuff so they could convert us into your society.  



           23    And that was it.  



           24         But we know that you go to school so you could be 



           25    going to work in the future.  That's how it works.  I 
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            1    understand later on.  But when I was upriver and all that 



            2    camping and getting harvest, spring -- like right now 



            3    it's -- our young men is going out and getting those 



            4    wonderful waterfowls.  They are on their way to the 



            5    calving grounds, calving grounds of the Porcupine caribou 



            6    herd.  And they are going to see some stuff they are never 



            7    going to see.  And it will change.  That's because one 



            8    billionaire scribbled his name on a piece of paper, you 



            9    know, and that's all we look in our culture.  To me in the 



           10    United States, there is a human rights issue, but the 



           11    other one is overlooked.  



           12         But the main thing that I thought that life was like 



           13    this, that I'll be happy.  And about 50 years later I 



           14    didn't know I'll be fighting for my culture, my way of 



           15    life.  And this is where I'm at now.  And of course I'm 



           16    angry, but I'm going to try to make sense to you.  Maybe 



           17    you might do a little bit different.  Maybe you keep away 



           18    from the calving grounds because there is not only 



           19    caribou; there is moose, musk ox, ground squirrels, mice.  



           20    You know, wolf -- wolf goes around there, and when they 



           21    got nothing to eat, they eat mice.  That's their life.  So 



           22    all that will be destroyed.  



           23         I know it because I have been -- I -- I'm a heavy 



           24    equipment operator.  I'm a certified operator, and I'm 



           25    also a carpenter.  I have been fire fighting as a crew 
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            1    boss for 25 years.  And I know a lot of experience.  I 



            2    even live in the city, and -- but I'm saying that I want 



            3    to experience another job, so I apply around and looking 



            4    for work for -- I wonder how it would be at North Slope.  



            5         So I went to the PGS.  That's the oil company.  I 



            6    went over there and try to get in there, and then they 



            7    accept me, and I went to the orientation and -- you know, 



            8    orientation about hazardous around the complex, right?  



            9    Hazardous, right?  Okay.  You know that.  So they teach us 



           10    that, where not to go or where there is a sign there.  



           11    There is a sign so we recognize those.  I got the 



           12    orientation.  



           13         Then after that they even fly here to pick me up to 



           14    go to the North Slope.  And I have to go to Anchorage, way 



           15    to Anchorage, then have to fly all the way up there again, 



           16    you know.  That's a lot of money, I guess.  Oil make all 



           17    kinds of money.  



           18         But so when I was up there, they put me on that 



           19    viber.  The viber is seismic work.  So I have been 



           20    operating that.  And there is a train of Cat, and each one 



           21    of them got a little trailer like, and there is like beds 



           22    and kitchens and all.  They got different lineup.  And 



           23    they move camp.  And we, viber, we drive in behind.  And 



           24    when we drive, I could see where all those sleds would 



           25    dig, and when they dig in, they tear out the tundra, a big 
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            1    piece like this [indicating], and it's laying around 



            2    everywhere.  



            3         And sometimes out of the blue, we operate, we just 



            4    drive along.  All of a sudden there is a burst out of fuel 



            5    or hydraulic fuel, and just like that.  Like that it 



            6    could -- it could splatter out 200 gallons just like that.  



            7    And it will be all over the snow, tundra, and we have to 



            8    clean it up.  But it's not 100 percent clean.  It could be 



            9    80 percent, 90 percent.  And that's not clean.  That's 



           10    another impact.  



           11         Not only that, when I take a break been driving a 



           12    long time, maybe 12, even 36 hours sometimes, and I get 



           13    tired, I stretch out, and sometimes even in your -- I look 



           14    back, a whole train, Cat trailers and all that move 



           15    forward, moving camp, I look back, I could see the thick 



           16    black smoke behind us.  I asked them, what the heck is 



           17    that back there?  That's us, he said.  The whole train 



           18    going.  That's the exhaust fumes, exhaust black smoke.  



           19    And I'm sure they land on the snow.  In the spring it 



           20    melts.  And caribou, mice, ground squirrels, even ducks, 



           21    fish, they taste it, I bet you.  



           22         So I ask will you, if you got any heart in your mind, 



           23    I -- I feel like the Gwich'in Nation as being a United 



           24    States citizen.  You know, remember about a little girl 



           25    that fell into a well?  Anybody remember that?  We were up 
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            1    here.  We were glued to that TV for three days, want that 



            2    little girl to get out.  That's being a United States 



            3    citizen, have a heart for that family even though we don't 



            4    know them because we are a United States citizen.  Okay?  



            5    When that little girl was -- they took her up to the 



            6    surface of earth, you know, even my brothers and my sister 



            7    jump up joy, they are happy.  That's how United States 



            8    citizen we are.  Even though you guys live down there, you 



            9    don't know about us.  



           10         And then another tragedy, McCullough, Christie 



           11    McCullough, the schoolteacher.  School teacher are like 



           12    mothers or father.  They care for you.  They protect you.  



           13    They do a lot of things.  They teach you.  And that 



           14    happened, another tragedy.  It saddened us.  We were sad.  



           15         And then there is another one came around, 9/11.  We 



           16    see that two towers fell down, we were angry because we 



           17    are United States citizens.  And all that, we care for our 



           18    people even though they don't know us, we don't know them, 



           19    but still they are United States citizen.  



           20         So about 60 years or so later, I didn't know that the 



           21    United States would be against me.  And that's how I feel 



           22    right now.  I don't know what to say to you guys.  Just 



           23    keep away from the calving grounds baby for our people, 



           24    for your people.  



           25         Bush says for everybody, but I don't believe him -- I 
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            1    mean, not Bush.  Trump.  I'm sorry, but I don't believe 



            2    him.  But you could make change.  Up to you.  So this is a 



            3    plea I make to you.  



            4         Thank you for listening.  



            5                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  (Speaking in 



            6    Gwich'in.)  My name is Tonya Garnett.  I'm from Arctic 



            7    Village.  My parents are Lillian and Jerry Garnett.  My 



            8    grandparents were the late Ezias and Martha James.  I'm 



            9    the great granddaughter of the late Reverend Albert E. 



           10    Tritt and Sarah Gho.  



           11         And I'm the executive director for the Native Village 



           12    of Venetie Tribal Government.  And first of all, Gwich'in 



           13    people are united against any type of development in the 



           14    birthing grounds of the Porcupine caribou herd.  No 



           15    compromise.  I understand from your presentation the 



           16    information you are seeking, but we are still going to 



           17    tell you why we are against the oil development.  



           18         You are going to hear people speak today, and some of 



           19    them might seem like they are yelling and mad.  It's the 



           20    passion because they are feeling threatened.  There is an 



           21    injustice here.  The injustice is that we are getting -- 



           22    we are getting hit fast and hard with a process that's 



           23    foreign to us.  And we are expected to tell you guys in a 



           24    few minutes -- what is our time limit on here, supposedly?  



           25                    MR. JOE BALASH:  None. 
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            1                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  No time limit?  Well, 



            2    we are supposed to tell you guys in a few minutes all the 



            3    information we have about the Porcupine caribou herd, our 



            4    way of life and how we are going to be impacted, and 



            5    that's not possible.  We have until June 19th to give you 



            6    guys our comments and to educate you guys.  That's not 



            7    possible.  We need more time.  This is an injustice to our 



            8    people.  



            9         Our people have been living here since time 



           10    immemorial.  We can go back generations and generations 



           11    and generations.  This is where our people lived.  We come 



           12    from holy people.  We come from Gwich'in people.  We come 



           13    from the land.  We speak for caribou because the caribou 



           14    can't speak for themselves.  We speak for them in a way 



           15    that they cannot speak.  Their way of life is threatened, 



           16    their birthing grounds.  And we have lived with them since 



           17    time immemorial.  Any type of development in their 



           18    birthing grounds is going to have devastating impacts on 



           19    the Porcupine caribou herd, which will directly have 



           20    devastating impacts on Gwich'in people all over Alaska and 



           21    Canada.  We trade with other villages.  We don't get 



           22    salmon.  And we get caribou, so we trade with them.  So 



           23    every village, Gwich'in village, it will have a direct 



           24    impact on them.  Negative, negative impacts.  



           25         When we look around this room here, what I see, I see 
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            1    tribal leaders that give their life volunteering to lead 



            2    their people to protect their way of life, and we are 



            3    constantly having to fight our own federal government to 



            4    try to continue to live the way our people have lived for 



            5    thousands and thousands of years.  That's an injustice.  



            6    We have that basic human right.  You look around this 



            7    room, I see kids.  I see kids.  



            8         Our connection to the caribou is strong.  Last summer 



            9    we had a culture camp.  This mountain up here, Dachanlee, 



           10    we had a culture camp at the bottom of the timberline, and 



           11    we had about 100 people up there on that camp.  And just 



           12    to show our connection to the caribou, we all got up 



           13    there, we were all setting camp, we were starting to eat 



           14    dinner, and one bull caribou went to the top of the 



           15    mountain to invite us and bless us and show us that we are 



           16    doing a good thing.  We have a strong connection.  



           17         And you look around this room, you see the kids.  I 



           18    seen those kids.  They are at the culture camp.  They know 



           19    the importance of the caribou.  This is their life.  This 



           20    isn't something that they are they are just learning in 



           21    school, a class.  They are not just learning Alaska 



           22    history in class.  This is in action every day.  They 



           23    learn how to hunt.  They learn how to fish.  They learn 



           24    the importance, the respect -- to respect the land, to 



           25    people, to our culture, to our language.  
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            1         I look around this room, I see moms.  I see mothers  



            2    that raise these kids.  And I see mothers that raise their 



            3    children, and they are happy when they bring the caribou 



            4    meat home.  I see hunters, many hunters in this room.  And 



            5    what really gets me passionate about this is those hunters 



            6    because I see it.  I see it when they talk.  Some of them, 



            7    they are afraid to talk in the mic.  They are afraid to -- 



            8    public speaking.  But -- but so they tell us and they tell 



            9    us the importance, and they are passionate about it.  



           10         And so I want everybody in here to know that when you 



           11    come up here, just tell them the truth.  Speak.  Speak 



           12    from your heart.  This is our way of life that they are -- 



           13    that proposal will have direct impacts on us, our 



           14    livelihood, our history.  And when we make decisions and 



           15    when we talk, we bring the prayers of our ancestors; the 



           16    hard fight, the hard life they lived, we bring that with 



           17    us, and we think about the future.  Not only my 



           18    nine-year-old son, but maybe his kids and their kids and 



           19    their kids, people I will never meet.  That's how -- 



           20    that's our train of thought when we are making these 



           21    decisions and when we speak.  It's not a game to any of 



           22    us.  None of this is a game.  



           23         And so when you guys come up here, just speak from 



           24    your heart and just tell them.  Tell them about your 



           25    lifestyle.  Tell them about when you go out there hunting.  
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            1    We grew up hunting, going up there on the mountain and 



            2    waiting for the caribou, bringing it in, drying it, 



            3    smoking it.  We learn the dances.  The late grandpa 



            4    Reverend Isaac Tritt, Sr. taught us the dances and songs.  



            5    Everything revolves around caribou.  We hand skin with 



            6    Grandma Margaret Tritt.  And this is important.  It's 



            7    every -- every aspect of our life.  



            8         So I just want everybody, don't be afraid.  Just come 



            9    up here and speak to them.  Tell them about your life.  



           10    Tell them about how you learned and why it's important to 



           11    protect -- protect us, protect the caribou and protect the 



           12    land.  Mahsi'.  



           13                    MS. BERTHA ROSS:  Hello.  My name is 



           14    Bertha Ross, and I'm from Arctic Village.  And I used to 



           15    be a community health aide here for about 30 years.  And 



           16    what I learned that the kids love caribou meat, and they 



           17    won't eat no beef meat.  I'll tell you the truth.  They 



           18    won't eat no beef meat.  Even if you buy hamburger for 



           19    them, they won't eat the hamburger.  They'll eat the 



           20    fries, but just set it aside.  But they will eat caribou.  



           21    But you know, we are all healthy, really healthy.  We are 



           22    not sick.  We are all healthy because we eat caribou.  And 



           23    I don't see anybody that's sick, seriously, all these 



           24    years that I work as a health aide because our iron is 



           25    high, protein is high and everything.  And we are all 
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            1    active.  



            2         Even myself, I went out and hunt.  I shot caribou.  I 



            3    went out with Albert.  I went out with him and I trap with 



            4    him.  When I see caribou, my heart just holds -- I mean, I 



            5    want those caribou to be around here many years more for 



            6    my grandchildren so they can learn, too.  I don't want -- 



            7    I don't want -- I don't want my kids to feel like Lower 



            8    48.  They have to buy buffalo to buy Native food for 



            9    themselves.  I don't want to buy caribou on the farm.  No 



           10    way.  I'd rather hunt for it.  I'd rather teach my kids.  



           11    I'd rather teach my grandchildren.  



           12         I sew.  I sew caribou skin.  I make a lot of stuff 



           13    with it.  I make living with it.  I put food on the table.  



           14    That's what we do, all of us.  And why are they disturbing 



           15    our caribou?  That's our life.  I grew up with it.  They 



           16    grew up with it.  That's all we know.  We learn.  We go 



           17    out in the world.  I came back to it.  Some of us went out 



           18    in the world, and they came back.  They'd rather stay 



           19    here.  And one of you should try it.  Try stay here one 



           20    year with us and maybe you will change your mind.  



           21         Thank you.  



           22                    MR. JAMES JOHN:  Don't be afraid to talk.  



           23    Stand in line if you would like to talk.  



           24                    MS. MARIE WILLOYA:  Hello.  (Speaking in 



           25    Gwich'in.)  My name is Marie John-Willoya, and I'm so 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        34







            1    happy that my brother spoke out.  We have been waiting for 



            2    this to speak out for our caribou.  I'm 58 years old now, 



            3    and my parents are Abraham John, Sr. and Dorothy John, and 



            4    they -- Martha Tritt and Ezias Tritt.  She's the daughter 



            5    of Reverend Tritt, Albert Tritt, Sr. -- Albert Tritt.  And 



            6    my grandpa came from Birch Creek village.  It's down on 



            7    the Yukon River.  And we live here, and they taught us.  



            8    And I always speak my language.  I never really use or 



            9    hardly speak English because they taught me in my language 



           10    in life.  



           11         Sometimes I think about people, how our kids is going 



           12    to go by.  They ask us, and we have no answer for them 



           13    because they love the world out there.  It's good life out 



           14    there.  They like to fish.  They like to hunt.  They like 



           15    the fresh air, clean water, walk the clean ground.  And 



           16    same thing with the caribou.  They migrate.  They migrate.  



           17    They got like a rope on their trail.  They are like five 



           18    fingers going through.  I bet you guys never seen that.  



           19    If you guys see that, you guys going to have tears in your 



           20    eyes.  



           21         If you have kids, they got little calves and they 



           22    take care of their calves to feeding ground.  And when 



           23    they got a wolf coming after them, just like we got wolves 



           24    coming after us, but we take care of the wolf.  They 



           25    migrate, too.  
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            1         But our people been struggling for almost since -- 



            2    what, when I heard it's 1969.  Yes.  You guys going to 



            3    have a problem with 1002.  What was 1002, we said?  What 



            4    was 1002?  What you are living on.  What are you doing?  



            5    Who are you?  That's what our parents taught us in 



            6    language, in life, in our own language.  Never use English 



            7    because they know we could listen.  Never got hit, never 



            8    got spanking because we listen.  And that's how we felt to 



            9    be proud, and we are still proud, and we are brave.  



           10         And if you guys going to do all this, we are asking 



           11    you, do the right thing.  Listen to the Gwich'in people.  



           12    Listen to other kids.  Your kids might be sitting here to 



           13    our grandkids years and years from now.  I'll bet on it.  



           14    One of you, your kids going to be sitting down eating 



           15    caribou meat, will be happy, dancing with a good slipper, 



           16    having a good vest, good parka, everything you made out of 



           17    caribou.  And all the bulls is our tools to use a caribou 



           18    stick.  You can't use no other tools with that.  Only 



           19    caribou can you use the tools to make a skin.  Yes, use 



           20    your leg, use this leg, break it apart.  That's our tools 



           21    to use to scrape a skin.  I don't know if you knew that, 



           22    either.  That's why it's so -- so -- so sacred for us to 



           23    keep it, to have, to take care of like they take care of 



           24    us.  



           25         What if the moose are gone; what they going to eat?  
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            1    What we going to give them to eat?  What if they don't 



            2    have no water to go?  Yes, they are going to come into the 



            3    village because we got trees around us.  If they don't see 



            4    that, if they don't have that, there will be nothing.  But 



            5    I'm talking for my future, for kids, and they are the ones 



            6    that will be sitting there talking to you guys again over 



            7    and over, like we did.  Now I'm 58.  That's like 48 years 



            8    standing here waiting.  And I'm still standing, make my 



            9    pole stand with me as the caribou, what my brothers and my 



           10    grandparents and my uncles and my aunties are fighting 



           11    for.  There are a lot of them in Fort Yukon down the Yukon 



           12    River.  There's a whole family of Alaskans, state of 



           13    Alaska.  There's a whole Gwich'in Nation.  



           14         Like I say, we have two rivers, down Tanana River.  



           15    That's true.  My grandma is from down that river.  Yes.  



           16    They fight for us because you guys fought for fishing.  



           17    What is wrong with the caribou?  I want the question 



           18    asked.  What do you have that you don't want that 



           19    caribou -- caribou to be calving ground up there.  Make 



           20    protection for them.  Protect them.  They broke the trail.  



           21    Where else they going to go?  How far do we have to go out 



           22    to get our food?  You see any roads going out down to the 



           23    city?  No.  You fly up.  You see how far we come.  They 



           24    make rafts from upriver to come down to make a house with 



           25    their own bare hands.  And I'm telling you this.  This is 
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            1    caribou life.  They travel.  Thank you.  



            2                    MS. LILLIAN JOHN:  I'm Lillian John, and 



            3    I'm 16 years old.  I never thought this would happen.  I 



            4    mean, I thought it would happen soon, but not that soon.  



            5    This early spring I saw my first caribou up close, and my 



            6    friend [inaudible].  We didn't shoot the caribou.  We just 



            7    stared at them, wanting to get close to them.  But we 



            8    didn't.  The adults and elders told us that someday we'll 



            9    be one of the council members and leaders, and I'll be 



           10    happy to do it and proud, mostly, because I want to fight 



           11    for my caribou.  I want to support -- I want to do what 



           12    they are doing right now:  Helping.  I don't get why you 



           13    guys don't get that.  Please don't drill.  We don't need 



           14    this.  



           15         I love the caribou.  I cook and I cut caribou meat 



           16    mostly during the winter.  I love it so much.  Today this 



           17    morning I was really emotional because I didn't know what 



           18    to say, but I always had it in my head.  I wanted to speak 



           19    up yesterday, but I didn't.  But I'm doing it right now, 



           20    and I'm not scared.  I'm not shy.  And I know I'm young, 



           21    but I don't need this right now.  Just you guys know once 



           22    again, I am 16 years old.  I don't need this right now.  



           23    We all don't need this right now.  Thank you.  Mahsi'. 



           24                    MS. SARAH JAMES:  When I first testified 



           25    in Washington, D.C. back in 1988, I laid down the example 
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            1    of how we use caribou in a hearing place in front of all 



            2    the senator and representatives, whoever was there.  And I 



            3    had to carry that over there and had to carry them back.  



            4    That's how much it meant to me at that time.  Some of them 



            5    are used one, old one, new one, and I show them all 



            6    around.  I laid them out.  



            7         My name is Sarah James.  And I'm from Arctic Village, 



            8    Alaska.  I grew up off the land.  I don't even know how to 



            9    speak English when I was -- in 1950 I can remember until 



           10    then.  And when I was 13 years old, I still don't 



           11    understand English.  When I first went to boarding school, 



           12    there was a lot of waste and a lot of greed, and I still I 



           13    don't understand that.  



           14         This is a map made by the Gwich'in here.  And this is 



           15    the area -- they didn't even show us where this is at, 



           16    just -- just this map, where it is in Alaska.  You see 



           17    where the red is?  That's this map there.  That's the 



           18    calving ground.  It's not -- it's -- it's (Speaking in 



           19    Gwich'in) sacred place where the life begin.  And that's 



           20    the 1002, the red one.  And on this map -- I'm going to 



           21    hand it in to them.  I'm going to hand this back to them 



           22    so they can put that little map on it and so everybody 



           23    would know where the 1002 is at.  



           24         And then this is a map we designed.  I helped design 



           25    this map.  There is only one new thing on this map is that 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        39







            1    one line where the -- where the mountain is at.  There is 



            2    a very limited coastal plain right here.  It's a very 



            3    small coastal plain right here.  And there is a mountain 



            4    here [indicating].  But if you look at the Prudhoe Bay 



            5    where all the darkness and all the redness is at, that's 



            6    development.  And that's a huge, huge coastal plain.  And 



            7    Arctic Central herd used to be calving there at Prudhoe 



            8    Bay.  They could move, and which they did.  They moved 



            9    somewhere else to calve.  And they said, oh, those caribou 



           10    love to rub against pipeline, which is true.  They like 



           11    the pipeline, which is true because in the springtime when 



           12    they are in that area giving birth, at the same time they 



           13    losing their old hair.  They are getting new hair, and 



           14    they get very itchy, so they rub against the pipeline.  



           15         And the pipeline, to protect the pipeline, they grow 



           16    grass, clear cut around the pipeline to protect the 



           17    pipeline.  And they like that grass, nice green grass to 



           18    feed.  So that's why.  



           19         And then many workers says that oil is not being 



           20    reported, waste spill.  When there is ice road there is 



           21    always spill.  And if there is ever oil spill in the 



           22    coastal plain, there is no technology in the world will 



           23    clean it up.  And then, you know, dig under the ground, it 



           24    can only go five miles, so that won't do them any good.  



           25         So don't be convinced.  Don't be fooled when you hear 
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            1    all these good stuff from these very bright, educated 



            2    people.  



            3         Back in bow and arrow day, we have respect.  This is 



            4    the bow and arrow day location for Gwich'in people where 



            5    the caribou travel, and that's where all the village was 



            6    colonized into village because our parents got forced to 



            7    build a village and put it where we can survive.  Arctic 



            8    Village was one place that they put Arctic Village here 



            9    because the treeline was here [indicating].  And now the 



           10    treeline is all the way to Brooks Range.  And that's due 



           11    to more climate change, which is caused by fossil fuel 



           12    burning.  And that's been proved.  But Trump is -- don't 



           13    believe that.  Don't believe the scientists.  



           14         So back in bow and arrow day, we have healthy people.  



           15    We are strong, healthy and well-organized.  People don't 



           16    die from disease or anything like that.  Most of the time 



           17    people die because of old age to the point where they 



           18    carry them around.  And that's how healthy our people was.  



           19    Everything was healthy.  They couldn't even -- here right 



           20    now springtime, sun is coming back up.  In those days, 



           21    they said it's so noisy that people have to yell at each 



           22    other.  It's so noisy that state bird, what you call it, 



           23    ptarmigan, Alaska state ptarmigan was the most annoying 



           24    one.  It was like this:  (making sounds.)  If you hear 



           25    that, over and over, it will be annoying, they said.  







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        41







            1         So that's how it was.  That's how we were.  And we 



            2    were very good with our neighbor.  They were good with us.  



            3    When they going to come, they don't hide their campfire.  



            4    Oh, we see the campfire.  Somebody is coming in.  When 



            5    they get here from Tlingit, Koyukon, Inupiat, Cree, all of 



            6    them, that's how they come in, with respect.  And we throw 



            7    a party for them.  We trade and barter.  But if they come 



            8    walking and sneaking in, hiding their smoke, then we push 



            9    them back.  Same thing for us going over there.  That's 



           10    how much respect we have for each other.  And we should 



           11    keep that.  



           12         When we say that this is tribal land, this is our 



           13    meeting and, you know, announce yourself, you know.  Come 



           14    in and let us know you are coming in because this is our 



           15    land.  This is where we live.  This is where -- where our 



           16    ancestors way back from bow and arrow live.  Like many 



           17    people are saying, going to say that we -- they're going 



           18    to talk about birds and ducks.  They're going to talk 



           19    about fish.  They're going to talk caribou.  (Speaking in 



           20    Gwich'in.)  Sacred place where the life begin.  



           21         We sing a song Reverend Isaac Tritt, Sr. showed us 



           22    and taught us.  I'd like to sing one of them before I 



           23    finish.  Yeah.  Before I finish.  So I get to sing, and 



           24    they can't cut me off.  



           25         And my name -- my name is Sarah James, and a really 
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            1    proud moment today, last two days, because I got my -- 



            2    they gave -- my people gave me the (Gwich'in) credential.  



            3    It means I'm one of the spokesperson for Gwich'in Nation, 



            4    for Arctic Village, Venetie and the whole Indian 



            5    reservation.  Our Native Village of Venetie Tribal 



            6    Government is 1.8 million acres, and there is no 



            7    development on it.  Our caribou use it.  We keep it clean.  



            8    We welcome people into our land and treat them very good, 



            9    and they leave happy.  



           10         So I want to sing one song about raven.  Raven was 



           11    put on this earth to keep the earth clean.  All the 



           12    animals got a special purpose to be here by the Creator.  



           13    And we respect them, and we are supposed to speak for them 



           14    because he did pick them -- they know their role.  They 



           15    know what to do.  And that's why -- that's how God put 



           16    them.  If we keep everything the way that God made things, 



           17    things will be okay.  We will have peace.  



           18         And so we honor Raven for keeping the earth clean.  



           19    And what we do is we have -- somebody shot a caribou.  



           20    That's a story.  And he had to take it home to village or 



           21    to his camp or to -- back to where he -- so he had to pack 



           22    it.  But he can't pack the whole caribou, so he left some 



           23    behind.  And of course, who is there?  Raven, eating on 



           24    it, because that's what they do.  And when he come back, 



           25    they flew away because they are scared of human.  Human is 
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            1    our -- we are enemy to the human -- I mean, we are the 



            2    enemy to animal or life.  Life, what I mean is plant, 



            3    water, land and life.  



            4         Well, anyway, so when they all run away, the hunter 



            5    picked up the rest of his meat and went home, and there 



            6    were some scraps there, some scraps here and there.  They 



            7    come rushing in.  So that's the last part of their meal.  



            8    So they all rushed in trying to get a piece of whatever 



            9    left over, clean it up.  Sometimes there is a lot of them.  



           10    So that's what we describe when we dance and we honor 



           11    raven.  



           12         (A song was performed.)



           13         Back in 1988 -- I talked about it yesterday and they 



           14    already heard it, but the part I didn't put in there, I'm 



           15    going to put it in there.  When once we educate people 



           16    from 1988, that's what our elders told us to do.  And they 



           17    chose four from Canada, four from U.S. to do that because 



           18    each tribal chief at that time, they were very busy with 



           19    their own tribal members.  They were.  And so they said -- 



           20    they introduced that same -- that resolution they are 



           21    going to renew.  We renew it last -- 2016 here.  We have 



           22    Gwich'in gathering every two years.  And it's been renewed 



           23    every year.  It's called Niintsyaa.  That means -- 



           24    Niintsyaa is teammates.  And we used that long time ago 



           25    when we were in bow and arrow, and that's our -- for the 
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            1    runner.  Well, anyway, that related to Niintsyaa.  



            2         And then we -- you know.  Well, anyway, we had -- so 



            3    we had year 2016 gathering, so my brother help -- Eddie 



            4    James helped build Hero Park down there.  So right here we 



            5    have meeting, we are going to have a break.  Anybody new 



            6    here to Arctic Village, new to Alaska?  Could take a walk 



            7    down there.  It was a meeting [indiscernible].  You could 



            8    hear it from there.  So take a look.  On this window we 



            9    have prayer day.  We had eight bishops came up here.  So 



           10    they build a sacred fire.  We build a sacred fire when we 



           11    built it at year 2016 and so -- for the prayer day, and 



           12    there is sacred ashes down there.  So if you guys want to 



           13    take sacred ashes home you could and start your own sacred 



           14    fire.  



           15         So 1988 was a rebirth of our nation because our 



           16    border kept us apart for 150 years.  And we got relatives 



           17    over there and some of the relatives from down here, and 



           18    they were all crying and praying, singing and getting to 



           19    know their -- it was like a rebirth of the nation.  And 



           20    they came into this community and say, we are going to do 



           21    the Indian way.  We are going to do it before they got 



           22    here.  And so they carve the [indicernible] that way and 



           23    they gave a talking stick.  And they say, only talk with 



           24    the talking stick because this is our way and we are going 



           25    to make that decision our way.  
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            1         So they chose four from U.S., four from Canada to go 



            2    forever and make that resolution work because it -- the 



            3    chief is the one that introduced a resolution.  They said 



            4    this is really good what's going on, but nobody knows 



            5    about us.  And they think they are Inupiat.  They think we 



            6    are Eskimo.  They think that we are -- we don't exist.  



            7    There is only Eskimo and we live in igloo.  And they don't 



            8    even know where Arctic Village is at.  They don't even 



            9    know Gwich'in.  They don't even know the caribou.  



           10         So they say we have to educate them.  And they said 



           11    once we say it's pretty country, there is lots of it, they 



           12    are going to start pouring.  That's another threat.  



           13    That's another threat, traffic.  And then they said okay.  



           14    We got it.  We want to do it in a good way.  Educate them, 



           15    which we did, and we did it very well.  Now they know we 



           16    are Gwich'in, and the caribou, 1002, even, and Arctic 



           17    National Wildlife Refuge.  I don't like to call it ANWR 



           18    because it doesn't seem very important when it sounds 



           19    ANWR, so I say Arctic National Wild Refuge or Arctic 



           20    Refuge.  



           21         This has been introduced to the year 2016 Gwich'in 



           22    gathering two years ago.  So this is our talking stick for 



           23    Gwich'in gathering.  So we did well, very well.  We make a 



           24    lot of friends because there is a lot of good people.  I 



           25    found out there is a lot of good people out there and, 
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            1    listen, bad people.  There is many of them out there.  We 



            2    still had to go get them.  And so we got them.  And we got 



            3    a lot of friends.  And there is many of people our visitor 



            4    here are here because they help us get friends.  But we 



            5    speak for ourself as a tribal, as a human rights and that 



            6    we live here all the time.  This is where -- we didn't 



            7    come from nowhere.  We are not going anywhere.  We are 



            8    here to stay.  And I think we did pretty well.  God put us 



            9    here to take care of this part of the world, and we did.  



           10    We did well.  



           11         They all say, where you come from?  Where you come 



           12    from?  Over the bridge?  Under the bridge?  No.  God put 



           13    us here.  Creator, God put us here.  So back in 1950 they 



           14    threat the caribou then, too.  



           15         My grandpa is Albert E. Tritt; my father Ezias James, 



           16    my mother, my sister Nina Russell, my other sister Dorothy 



           17    John, all the way down they -- they cook the caribou.  And 



           18    I'm the last one in the family.  So it better be kept.  



           19    So -- and now it's threatened big time by the Trump 



           20    Administration and the Republican administration.  And 



           21    they control our government.  



           22         And the rushing.  And our life is -- have never been 



           23    rushed like that.  We always live here and we are 



           24    (Gwich'in).  Humble.  Humble people.  And we're also 



           25    Gwich'in.  That means peoples.  I mean, people is good.  
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            1    With an S.  And many -- many birds come there.  Many, 



            2    many -- 150 different species of bird.  I'm worried about 



            3    that one little bird that lives there all year-round up 



            4    there.  There is a hot spring up there, and that bird 



            5    lives in that hot spring.  And once that oil get into that 



            6    tundra, it will seep into the tundra.  It will get to that 



            7    little bird.  So I'm worried about that.  



            8         There is one from North Pole -- I mean, South Pole.  



            9    They fly from South Pole, Arctic tern.  And that's pretty 



           10    far.  So we worry about all those things, and we got story 



           11    on them just like we had -- I'm just saying the raven 



           12    story.  



           13         And we are not alone.  We educate our people.  We 



           14    educate the world.  We are not alone.  Now we got to tell 



           15    them that we also have a government, which is Native 



           16    Village of Venetie Tribal Government.  We take care of the 



           17    caribou, and there is a lot of Gwich'in government.  All 



           18    15 villages have government.  And we already have requests 



           19    to join from Fort Yukon and two other villages.  There are 



           20    some -- I got a letter that said they will join.  So some 



           21    down Lower 48, the plains Indians, they know what happened 



           22    to them.  We don't have to tell the story of them.  



           23         Many things save us along the way.  Boy, when the war 



           24    started, I thought, oh, we lost.  But we didn't.  There 



           25    was Gulf War.  And then I thought -- I thought they going 
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            1    to -- they said they are going -- going to be up to 



            2    defense department.  



            3         Another thing, I really want to finish up because 



            4    there is many young people that want to talk.  And one -- 



            5    one tenth of Arctic coast we are talking about.  Only one 



            6    tenth.  And this is one tenth.  The only thing that's 



            7    protected right now is Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 



            8    right here in this little -- between the red and the 



            9    Canada border, that's Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.  



           10    And if we can protect this whole thing, we are going to 



           11    protect one-tenth of Arctic coast.  And Prudhoe Bay is 



           12    already into this part of it, and they call that the 



           13    National Petroleum Reserve.  That means it will get into 



           14    development.  



           15         So we are only -- we are saving polar bear on this 



           16    end because polar bear is threatened big time with the 



           17    climate change.  Climate change is real.  And that's the 



           18    only place the polar bear will be protected.  And then we 



           19    got three species of bears in the refuge:  Black bear, 



           20    grizzly bear and polar bear.  Only place in the world.  So 



           21    we need to protect.  



           22         I know that one-third of oil owned by U.S.  Things 



           23    just don't add up with me.  It just don't do one and one 



           24    is two.  No.  To me it's not because one -- one-third of 



           25    oil the United States own, they said.  And even if we 
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            1    drill everything we got, we are not going to meet our 



            2    energy need the way we are using it.  That don't add.  



            3         And then we -- where we are talking about is windy 



            4    and breezy all the time.  That's where that vegetation 



            5    come out.  And that's the only safe place and healthy 



            6    place and quiet place to have their calf.  And that's why 



            7    they go up there.  And if we do gas and oil development, 



            8    that's going to be gone.  All the predators up there in 



            9    the foothills raising their young.  And caribou are on the 



           10    coastal plain and I think -- they can't go up in the 



           11    foothills.  It's too cold and there are predators up 



           12    there.  And if they do go up high, it's too cold and 



           13    there's no food.  So it just don't add up.  And there is 



           14    wind there all the time.  That will take care of it.  And 



           15    there is a wave coming in from the ocean.  That will take 



           16    care of it.  That's alternative energy.  And we need to go 



           17    alternative.  Let's go alternative.  And I got to go 



           18    alternative.  



           19         Thank you.  



           20                    MS. JEWELS GILBERT:  Hello.  (Speaking in 



           21    Gwich'in).  I'm Jewels Gilbert and I'm from here in Arctic 



           22    Village.  My parents are Cynthia Gilbert and Bruce 



           23    Martins.  And my grandparents are Trimble and Mary 



           24    Gilbert.  I'm Neets'aii Gwich'in from Vashraii K'oo.  We 



           25    are the caribou people since the beginning of time.  Our 
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            1    main diet is caribou.  Without the caribou I don't think 



            2    we will survive.  Not just us, other animals and birds, 



            3    too.  The 1002 area is sacred because of the calvings.  



            4         I think this is a real sensitive issue.  The oil 



            5    companies, when they drill, they will destroy land, water 



            6    air, and animals.  Everything they are saying that they 



            7    will not do to damage our 1002 area is not true.  We know 



            8    because they have done the drilling all over the world.  



            9    This is the last frontier.  It's just going to be a 



           10    disaster waiting to happen.  We don't want to live off of 



           11    oil companies and their money.  We want to continue living 



           12    off of what we have.  We will continue to thrive on what 



           13    we have, which is our traditions, our lands, our ways of 



           14    life.  



           15         Ever since I was a little girl, my grandparents, they 



           16    always cook our traditional foods and they fed me well, 



           17    telling stories.  That's most precious memories I'm very 



           18    blessed to have.  I want to continue that in the future.  



           19    That's the blessing and joy I want to have for my children 



           20    and my grandchildren.  



           21         Caribou meat has been our daily food, and all I have 



           22    been hearing is nothing but bad things about oil companies 



           23    trying to take our land and culture.  From the bottom of 



           24    my heart, I don't think it's right.  I cry about it and I 



           25    go to my room and pray about it.  This is who we are, the 
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            1    lands, animals and everything around us.  It's like our 



            2    other halves.  It's like you are destroying part of us.  



            3    That's what makes us feel drained when we hear about the 



            4    issue of the 1002 area. 



            5         For the past couple of months before school ended, I 



            6    worked with the little one, our next generation.  I 



            7    explained to them about -- I explained to them of who we 



            8    are, where we came from and why we are still here.  They 



            9    shed tears of joy, not wanting to throw that away.  They 



           10    are proud of who we are.  We are proud of who we are.  



           11    They were scared to think that this oil company is more 



           12    important than our way of life.  



           13         If you want proof to know how long we have been here 



           14    and to know how long we have lived off the caribou, there 



           15    are caribou fences surrounding our villages and throughout 



           16    our Gwich'in Nation.  In Old Crow, Yukon, Canada 



           17    researchers found arrowheads and caribou bone tools made 



           18    by our people over 25,000 years ago.  That's our proof 



           19    that we lived on the caribou for thousands of years.  



           20         Thank you for your time.  Thank you.  



           21                    MR. CHRISTOPHER STRICKLAND:  Hello.  I'm 



           22    Christopher Strickland.  I'm from Arctic and Venetie.  I 



           23    just wanted to say if you open up the 1002 of ANWR, there 



           24    is a high chance that you are going to kill off the 



           25    animals or change the route of the caribou and the birds.  
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            1    And us hunters like Jerrald and David and all the others, 



            2    we all live off the animals and we don't need to change 



            3    their route.  I don't speak for just me, but the youth of 



            4    Arctic and Venetie.  Thank you.



            5                    MR. ISIAH WIEHL:  Hi.  I'm Isiah, and I'm 



            6    15.  I didn't write any speeches, but I guess I'll make 



            7    one up right now.  But like all the other people say, we 



            8    do live off our -- off our land, but we don't get our food 



            9    from the store.  That's just extra.  We get food from the 



           10    land, from the caribous.  



           11         And I don't know what else to say.  But the thing 



           12    that's happening right now, I don't like it.  I'm thinking 



           13    that it's going to ruin our culture, our life.  And we 



           14    need to pass it on to the kids.  Even me, pass it on to 



           15    the next generation of life, but -- yeah.  Thank you.  



           16                    MR. ISIAH BOYLE:  Hi.  I'm Isiah Boyle.  



           17    I'm from Circle and Venetie.  And I wanted to say oil and 



           18    gas drilling and accompanying air, water and noise 



           19    pollution will turn the existence of water, life and 



           20    harmless indigenous people that rely on ecosystems and our 



           21    subsistence way of life.  



           22                    MR. JOE BALASH:  Five-minute break.  



           23               (A break was taken.)



           24                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  Is there any way we 



           25    can get the transcript so we can read it and give you guys 
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            1    edits or corrections?  



            2                    MR. JOE BALASH:  We will answer you when 



            3    Nicole comes back.



            4                    MS. KAREN MOURITSEN:  She knows.  



            5                    MS. FAITH GEMMILL-FREDSON:  I just want to 



            6    say welcome to our visitors and even the newcomers today.  



            7    Welcome to our community.  My name is Faith 



            8    Gemmill-Fredson.  I'm Neets'aii Gwich'in, Pit River and 



            9    Wintoo [ph].  I was raised here in Vashraii K'oo.  This is 



           10    my community.  My mother is Fannie Gemmill.  Her father is 



           11    Abel Tritt.  And her mom, my grandmother, was Helen 



           12    Cochran, and my great grandfather is Albert Tritt and 



           13    great grandmother, Sarah Tritt.  I'm just going to say my 



           14    mom's side of my lineage since I was raised here as 



           15    Neets'aii Gwich'in.  And I was raised knowing our 



           16    Neets'aii Gwich'in culture, values and way of life.  



           17         When I was growing up in this community, even from 



           18    the time we were very young, every fall the caribou 



           19    migrates back here to this mountain over here called 



           20    Dachanlee.  And we wait for them to come back from the 



           21    calving grounds.  Our people are waiting and watching.  



           22    Over there we can watch and see when they start coming.  



           23    And when they come, we have protocol, cultural protocol.  



           24    The leaders have to come and pass.  Once they pass, then 



           25    it's our time to go up to the mountain.  
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            1         We all go up to the mountain, and there is campsites 



            2    all over that mountain that are set up.  And families are 



            3    on the mountain and ready to start hunting caribou to 



            4    support ourselves for the winter.  It's a very sacred 



            5    time, and it's a very important time for our people.  It's 



            6    one of the most important times of our community.  



            7         The Porcupine caribou herd is vital to our cultural 



            8    way of life.  We use every part of the animal to meet our 



            9    needs.  In the past, even our homes were made from caribou 



           10    hides.  But now we still use bones to make cultural tools, 



           11    and we still use the hides for many articles of clothing, 



           12    cultural clothing.  Hunting in itself is a cultural 



           13    practice.  At the time when the herd is in our territory, 



           14    we practice many of our own spiritual beliefs that have 



           15    been taught to us and handed down generation to generation 



           16    from our ancestors; thereby, we are spiritually bound to 



           17    the caribou, too.  



           18         We have a creation story.  In our creation story it's 



           19    said that there was once a time when there was just 



           20    animals.  And in our story, the animals had human 



           21    characteristics.  They were like human beings.  And then 



           22    there was a split between the animal nation and us where 



           23    we -- where human beings were created.  In our story it's 



           24    said that we came from the caribou.  Gwich'in came from 



           25    the caribou.  And at that time when that split happened, 
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            1    the caribou and the Gwich'in made an agreement that from 



            2    that time on, the caribou would always retain a part of 



            3    the Gwich'in heart, and the Gwich'in would always retain a 



            4    part of the caribou heart.  So we are one and the same in 



            5    a spiritual way with the caribou.  



            6         And this is no different than the plains tribes and 



            7    the buffalo.  And you know what happened when the buffalo 



            8    were wiped out.  That's the same relationship our people 



            9    have with the caribou.  



           10         The herd also represents an important facet of the 



           11    social fabric of our community.  That time when we are on 



           12    the mountain to hunt, that's the time when many teachings 



           13    are taught to our young people.  And there are certain 



           14    roles for people.  Men have their roles.  Women, we have 



           15    our roles.  Men, they are the providers of the community.  



           16    They are our hunters.  And some of them are taught from 



           17    the time they are just small.  They can't even hold a gun 



           18    yet, but they are taught.  They are taught how to 



           19    respectfully take the animal, how to give proper respect 



           20    for what they take, to only take what we need to feed our 



           21    communities and to do it in a way that's respectful to the 



           22    land and giving proper thanks.  And we have all other -- 



           23    many other teachings, but that's part of it.  



           24         For the women, we take care of our homes, our 



           25    families.  We are the backbone of our families, the women.  
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            1    And at that time we are in the camp and when they bring 



            2    the meat, we take care of it.  We cut it up.  We put aside 



            3    the parts that are only for elders to eat.  There are some 



            4    parts that young women are not supposed to eat.  We teach 



            5    our young women that.  And once we put aside those parts, 



            6    there is meat that's sent down to the community for 



            7    families that need it.  And then whatever is left in the 



            8    camp, we cut it and we have drying racks and we dry and 



            9    smoke our meat.  And that's going to feed our family all 



           10    winter.  And at that time, a lot of teachings are being 



           11    taught from the mothers and the grandmothers to the young 



           12    women.  



           13         So the caribou is not just our food.  It's not just 



           14    our culture.  It's a part -- it's a vital component of the 



           15    social fabric of our community.  All these teachings are 



           16    taught when we are out on the land.  



           17         And then one of our young men spoke yesterday talking 



           18    about how we can't afford to live without the caribou.  



           19    You go to our store, look at the prices.  You can't feed 



           20    your family on that all year, unless you are a 



           21    millionaire.  And I don't see no millionaires in here.  



           22    The caribou is essential to the economic well-being of our 



           23    people.  We have to have the caribou as our subsistence to 



           24    feed our families because we can't afford what's sent up 



           25    here from outside.  We won't survive without it.  In our 
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            1    little communities, we don't have large grocery stores.  



            2         And it's not just caribou.  It's all the other 



            3    animals.  We have to live our subsistence way of life to 



            4    survive here.  The prices that are added on just because 



            5    of the cost of freight is too high for us to depend on 



            6    anything else.  So a critical part of our food security is 



            7    at threat.  How are you guys going to replace that?  You 



            8    can't replace that.  



            9         And then -- and there are others that are going to 



           10    speak to that more, but I just wanted to paint a picture 



           11    of how our community, our people, the Gwich'in Nation -- 



           12    and we are a nation.  There is 15 Gwich'in communities, 



           13    northeast Alaska, northwest Canada.  And all our 



           14    communities are strategically located to accommodate the 



           15    Porcupine caribou herd.  Half of our communities are going 



           16    to be ignored in this process because they are in Canada.  



           17    That's not right.  We are one people, one nation.  And 



           18    then the other half are being ignored now in this process.  



           19    They are Gwich'in.  They are all impacted just like us.  



           20    And they need to be part of scoping.  And they need to be 



           21    part of the process.  You can't shut out half of us; more 



           22    than half, actually.  



           23         So the Porcupine caribou herd is critical to our 



           24    physical, cultural, spiritual, social and economic needs.  



           25    And growing up in this community, our elders, they have 
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            1    always uplifted our way of life and taught our people to 



            2    have respect for the land and value the land.  Money is 



            3    short-term.  It's not going to last, nor will it provide 



            4    for us forever.  A job is short-term, but a way of life is 



            5    forever.  Our land is forever.  That's what our elders 



            6    taught us.  



            7         I remember sitting in the meetings and the elders 



            8    talking about this.  They said, money is not for us.  Our 



            9    land will always be here for us.  And they always stress 



           10    for us to have respect, respect for the land because it's 



           11    how we live.  



           12         We are only sovereign if we are able to live and be 



           13    who we are.  We are only sovereign if we govern ourselves 



           14    based upon our own values and teachings of our people.  We 



           15    are only sovereign if the land that provides for us and 



           16    that we are entirely dependent upon is intact and 



           17    protected.  We have a reciprocal relationship with the 



           18    land since forever.  The Creator gave us this place and 



           19    this herd, which is why we're here today speaking to you.  



           20    We follow Creator's laws.  It's in our blood, natural law.  



           21         The western value and system, the values and system 



           22    of the western ways have forgotten the original laws of 



           23    Creator.  And now we see the threats to humankind itself.  



           24    Talk to any indigenous community anywhere around the 



           25    world.  We have prophesies about this time when humankind 
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            1    starts taking and taking and taking too much from the 



            2    earth and not allowing the earth to replenish itself.  



            3         And that's what we are doing with fossil fuels.  And 



            4    now what's the result?  Climate change.  Catastrophic 



            5    climate change.  And I know there is a lot of deniers 



            6    about climate change and the cause of climate change 



            7    within the Trump Administration, but most scientists -- 



            8    all the top scientists around the world have stated that 



            9    the major human cause of emissions that are resulting in 



           10    global warming is fossil fuels, the burning of fossil 



           11    fuels.  It's a human cause.  We are the ones creating this 



           12    situation.  And I want to go on record saying that, to 



           13    challenge the climate deniers because you can't deny it 



           14    anymore.  



           15         Look at all the hurricanes.  Look at all of these 



           16    massive storms that are happening all around the world 



           17    right now.  That's because of climate change.  So human 



           18    beings have caused this because we have taken and taken 



           19    and taken from the earth too fast and too much without 



           20    giving the earth time to heal.  And what is it for?  



           21    Profit.  



           22         And as I look at this process and I think about this 



           23    issue, you guys are asking my people to sacrifice who we 



           24    are for profit.  And that ain't right.  



           25         But I want to go back to climate change.  Here in 
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            1    Alaska alone, some of the effects of climate change, we 



            2    see altered weather patterns.  We can't predict the 



            3    weather anymore.  More severe storms, erosion of coastal 



            4    areas, greater precipitation, thawing permafrost.  The 



            5    ground is literally melting beneath us.  Melting sea ice, 



            6    receding glaciers, increased spruce bark beetle, increased 



            7    and severe forest fires.  The land is literally burning up 



            8    in the summertime where communities have to be emergency 



            9    evacuated because of these fires.  Declining fish 



           10    populations, migratory habitat, destructions of key 



           11    subsistence resources like the caribou, destruction of all 



           12    natural cycles of life.  This is happening.  This is real.  



           13         And it's happening in Alaska.  We see it because we 



           14    live close to the land.  Any changes to the land, we are 



           15    the first ones that see it.  And we have been telling 



           16    Congress for over 40 years about climate change and why 



           17    they shouldn't drill in the Arctic National Wildlife 



           18    Refuge.  We warned Congress about it.  



           19         But these impacts of climate change are leading to 



           20    loss of subsistence resources and our rights as indigenous 



           21    peoples.  Relocation of some communities -- some 



           22    communities are actually on a waiting list right now 



           23    that -- these are coastal communities, and they are going 



           24    to be forced to relocate because of climate change where 



           25    they are literally caving off into the ocean and no one 
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            1    wants to foot the bill.  The State won't foot the bill.  



            2    The Feds won't foot the bill.  The oil companies aren't 



            3    going to pay for it.  That's what's happening.  And it 



            4    ain't right where indigenous peoples are going to be 



            5    climate refugees in their own homeland.  This is their 



            6    homeland, our homeland.  This is our land.  



            7         So governments around the world are talking about 



            8    global climate change, and the U.S. is not agreeing to 



            9    stop what we are doing.  We are not playing fair with 



           10    global governments by continuing our policy, business as 



           11    usual, drill it all.  So around the world there is 



           12    actually going to be climate refugees that are going to 



           13    start coming to countries.  And are we going to open the 



           14    doors to them?  



           15         So climate change, to me, is one of the biggest 



           16    issues why it's not wise to drill the last five percent of 



           17    Alaska's only Arctic coast that's still protected.  That's 



           18    what the Arctic refuge is.  It's the last five percent 



           19    that's still protected.  95 percent is open to oil and gas 



           20    development.  That doesn't make sense.  That's not wise to 



           21    just take everything.  



           22         There is a reason why people like my people are in 



           23    this situation in Alaska.  And I want to talk about it 



           24    because some people don't understand about what happened 



           25    up here.  There were laws that were put into place that 
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            1    impact the rights of indigenous people, and to this day we 



            2    are still dealing with them.  And the one law that I 



            3    really want to talk about which creates this situation we 



            4    are in -- and it's one of our greatest challenges as 



            5    indigenous peoples -- and it's the Alaska Native Claims 



            6    Settlement Act.  



            7         The United States Congress unilaterally passed the 



            8    Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act in 1971, and the 



            9    reason was to legitimize U.S. ownership and governance 



           10    over indigenous peoples, our lands, and to access our 



           11    resources.  Under ANCSA, for-profit Native corporations 



           12    were established, along with village corporations.  And 



           13    those corporations are the ones that partner with these 



           14    companies when it comes to resource extraction in our 



           15    territories.  



           16         The sole purpose of a corporation is profit at all 



           17    cost.  A corporation does not look out for the health and 



           18    well-being of the people; whereas, a tribe, a tribe's 



           19    purpose is to look out for the health and well-being of 



           20    the people.  



           21         That act basically took the land from the rightful 



           22    owners, the tribes, and transferred it over to 



           23    corporations that they created under the act.  And so up 



           24    there in the refuge, there is a corporation that's all for 



           25    development because that's their bottom line.  They are a 
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            1    business.  Their purpose is profit.  They have no other 



            2    purpose.  So you are not going to hear about health.  You 



            3    are not going to hear about the well-being of the people 



            4    from them because that's not part of their mandate.  They 



            5    are just a business.  



            6         And I want to state that clearly because a lot of 



            7    times in these processes when there is 



            8    government-to-government meetings, the government entities 



            9    try to meet with the corporation and say the corporation 



           10    is the voice of the people.  The corporation is not the 



           11    voice of the people.  The corporation is just a business.  



           12    The tribes are the people.  That's the true voice of the 



           13    people, and that's the only ones that government officials 



           14    should be having government-to-government meetings with is 



           15    only the tribes.  Nothing else.  I've seen it, and I want 



           16    to make sure that that doesn't happen in this process.  



           17         I want to talk a little bit about ANCSA a little bit 



           18    more.  It was also put into place to assimilate Native 



           19    people away from our own values and put us in to run these 



           20    corporations.  So here we are, people that live on the 



           21    land, that value the land, that love the land, that take 



           22    care of the land.  All of a sudden this act was passed and 



           23    now that person has to run a business and succeed or they 



           24    could have been bought out or sold to another corporation.  



           25    So those corporations had no choice because the land all 
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            1    of a sudden became their assets and they were forced into 



            2    a position of partnering with companies to develop their 



            3    assets.  



            4         But not our tribes.  Our tribes, especially here, we 



            5    own everything.  We opted out.  Arctic Village and Venetie 



            6    opted out of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act 



            7    because we value the land.  



            8         And another thing with ANCSA was -- it was put forth 



            9    to eliminate aboriginal title to our ancestral 



           10    territories, to access and exploit our resources, 



           11    assimilate Alaska Natives, incorporate us into a western 



           12    value system, but ultimately it was put into place to 



           13    divide and conquer Alaska Native people because throughout 



           14    this entire state, this fight is happening everywhere, all 



           15    over the state of Alaska.  You have tribes that are 



           16    standing up to defend these places because they are 



           17    worried about the health and well-being of their people, 



           18    and you have Native corporations wanting to drill the same 



           19    place.  And that is a divisive tactic that was put into 



           20    place through ANCSA to divide and conquer Alaska Native 



           21    peoples.  



           22         So when you hear there is division between Gwich'in 



           23    and Inupiat, that's the division.  There is division 



           24    between tribes and corporations, but I have a lot of 



           25    Inupiat friends that are from there, and they don't want 
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            1    it developed.  But their corporation has overpowered their 



            2    voice and is the one that's recognized and speaking out.  



            3    And I've heard that there is nearly half of the community 



            4    up there that has gone on record in a petition saying they 



            5    don't want to drill that place.  So I hope they speak up 



            6    tomorrow when you all go up there because they are just 



            7    like us.  They are worried about their own subsistence 



            8    resources, too.  



            9         The reason I wanted to talk about ANCSA is because I 



           10    wanted to make sure you understood why Alaska Natives are 



           11    in this situation and that it's not by choice.  We didn't 



           12    choose that, and we were not allowed to vote on it or have 



           13    a say at that time.  And it's something that our people, 



           14    indigenous peoples in Alaska, are going to have to deal 



           15    with in the future to try to correct a wrong that was done 



           16    to us.  It was an injustice that was done to Alaska Native 



           17    peoples because we should not even have to go through what 



           18    we are going through today.  And that's why we are in this 



           19    situation.  



           20         And so what's happening throughout the state, there 



           21    is Native corporations, the State, these companies, they 



           22    target indigenous homelands and see our lands as a way to 



           23    create profit for themselves without thinking about our 



           24    people and what we are going to lose.  That's what's 



           25    happening all over the state.  There is Inupiat that are 
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            1    fighting for the ocean to protect their way of life.  



            2    There are Athabascans in southern Alaska fighting mines to 



            3    protect their way of life.  Even in our own -- in our own 



            4    territory we had to fight to keep oil companies out of the 



            5    southern refuge, and we are fighting up here to protect 



            6    the calving grounds.  



            7         So there is all these fights happening all over the 



            8    state, just like how my people are standing up and 



            9    fighting.  Tribes are standing up and fighting to protect 



           10    their lands from development because development is going 



           11    to harm and violate our human rights.  It's going to 



           12    violate our lands and territories, our health and 



           13    well-being at a time when we are in climate crisis.  It 



           14    doesn't make sense to me that our people even have to 



           15    fight while globally everyone is in climate crisis.  



           16         On this issue there has been no free prior and 



           17    informed consent, I'm sure, in this case.  The United 



           18    States is a signatory to the declaration on the rights of 



           19    indigenous peoples.  And this declaration gives indigenous 



           20    communities the rights to say no to any development that 



           21    threatens their people.  And the U.S. signed that.  



           22         So right now, as you move forward with this, you hear 



           23    our people.  We are saying no.  You guys are in violation 



           24    as signatories to that, and you are violating the human 



           25    rights of the Gwich'in people.  The U.S. government is 
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            1    also a signatory to the international treaty and agreement 



            2    on the conservation of the Porcupine caribou herd, calving 



            3    and post-calving grounds.  So as the Trump Administration 



            4    moves forward, the U.S. is in violation of that 



            5    international treaty.  



            6         When I think about these issues and I think about the 



            7    indigenous peoples in the state and how we are just 



            8    fighting so hard to protect our subsistence resources and 



            9    rights, and when I talk to elders and people throughout 



           10    the state, what's the solution?  There is a solution.  



           11    There is an alternative.  And it's totally applicable in 



           12    our communities and throughout the state of Alaska and 



           13    applicable in the United States.  We have the technology 



           14    for good energy, clean energy that would protect the 



           15    health and well-being of the people.  We don't even need 



           16    places like the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.  There is 



           17    other energy resources that would protect the rights of 



           18    communities that could be put in place instead.  That's 



           19    what should be done, not take the last five percent that's 



           20    still there.  



           21         I would recommend a moratorium on all new exploration 



           22    for oil, gas and coal as a first step towards the full 



           23    phaseout of fossil fuels with a just transition to 



           24    sustainable jobs, energy and environment.  And I want that 



           25    on record.  Stop drilling places that are protected now.  
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            1    Put a moratorium in place.  That would protect our 



            2    communities from climate change and the impacts that we 



            3    are already seeing.  That would protect our people and 



            4    allow us to continue to be who we are as Gwich'in and live 



            5    our way of life as we always have.  



            6         In discussion of the time line yesterday, the 



            7    department officials requested our people to tell you all 



            8    when it would not be harmful to drill in calving grounds.  



            9    There is no time it's not going to harm the caribou.  You 



           10    can't drill there at all.  The tundra, if there is one 



           11    spill that's going to seep into the tundra and get locked 



           12    in, then when the snow melts, that's what the caribou is 



           13    going to eat, and their young.  There is no time that's 



           14    ever safe to drill in that calving grounds.  



           15         The U.S. Congress passed this tax bill on this issue 



           16    that's been debated for over 40 years.  It is one of the 



           17    most contentious issues in Congress.  And this tax bill 



           18    didn't allow any debate or merit on the issue itself.  And 



           19    with that happening, that shut out the American public and 



           20    railroaded this through, and now you guys are trying to 



           21    rush this process on us.  That's not leadership.  



           22         If the U.S. Congress wants to drill in the Arctic 



           23    National Wildlife Refuge, put the issue back on the table 



           24    and let Congress debate the merits of it because every 



           25    time they have debated the merits of the issue, it's 
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            1    always been voted down.  What they have done is just rush 



            2    this process and pushed it on us.  And in this hastiness, 



            3    mistakes are going to be made, and that's going to cause 



            4    harm.  You need to slow down and you need to treat our 



            5    people right.  You have the opportunity to do it right.  



            6         And I believe that there is a sleeping giant in the 



            7    United States, and they are going to rise up.  People are 



            8    starting to awaken.  And more people are going to start 



            9    standing up behind our nation again.  70 percent of the 



           10    American public did not want drilling there.  



           11         So those are the things I have been thinking about, 



           12    listening in the meetings.  In my comments today I just 



           13    want to strongly support the requests of our tribal 



           14    governments, too, everything that they said yesterday.  



           15    They requested the scoping comment period be extended for 



           16    62 days.  I support that.  We want more scoping hearings 



           17    to be held in all the Gwich'in villages that will be 



           18    impacted.  That's the only proper way to go forward.  We 



           19    request translation services, not just oral, but written.  



           20    English is a second language to our people.  



           21         And we had questions about the 810 review.  We want 



           22    to make sure that you undertake the most intensive and 



           23    comprehensive ANILCA Section 810 review ever conducted, 



           24    including evaluation notice hearings.  You must also 



           25    include critical subsistence migrating species besides 
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            1    caribou, such as waterfowl and other species.  And at a 



            2    minimum, hearings should be held in all of our communities 



            3    for the 810 review, too.  And then we also request that 



            4    when you initiate the process on Section 106 of the NHPA, 



            5    we want -- in addition to our governments, we request you 



            6    invite all Gwich'in governments, too, and communities for 



            7    that process.  Those were most of the requests of our 



            8    communities yesterday.  



            9         And I thank you for allowing the three that requested 



           10    to become cooperating agencies to be today.  So I thank 



           11    you for that.  



           12         And finally, I just want to go on record and register 



           13    my objection to drilling or leasing the coastal plain of 



           14    the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge because I'm a mother 



           15    and I'm a grandmother, and I want my kids to live the way 



           16    of life that we have always had.  They have a right to 



           17    that.  They have a right to clean air, clean water and 



           18    this land that provides for them.  That's why I object to 



           19    what's happening.  Thank you.  



           20                    MS. MYRA THUMMA:  My name is Myra Thumma.  



           21    I should say (Speaking in Gwich'in.)  My name is Myra 



           22    Thumma.  My grandparents are Donnie Roberts and Nina 



           23    Roberts from Venetie on my mother's side, and my dad is 



           24    Noah Peter.  He's from here.  



           25         And I was thinking about my grandma.  Grandma was a 
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            1    beautiful woman, a hard-working woman.  She just don't sit 



            2    around.  She's always cooking, providing, walking out in 



            3    the -- in the willows, setting rabbit snares.  She is 



            4    really a hard-working -- I mean, she sews, beads, provides 



            5    for the whole families.  My mom, my auntie, they all got, 



            6    like, eight, nine kids, but she's always there.  And this 



            7    is who I have for my role model.  



            8         I also, myself, is a hunter.  I love to go out.  I 



            9    probably shot, like, three moose because, you know, in 



           10    Venetie, you know, we had to go out into the mountain to 



           11    get caribou, but every time we hear there is a caribou in 



           12    Arctic Village, people back home are happy because we know 



           13    that we are going to get meat from our relatives here.  



           14    And that's how we take care of each other.  This is who we 



           15    are.  And this is the only life I know because I was born 



           16    here, I was raised here, and I'm still here.  And that 



           17    will not be taken away from me, with my kids and my 



           18    grandkids.  



           19         And I also serve on the Native Village of Venetie, 



           20    and I not only speak for myself, but I speak for my 



           21    people, too.  Because we got oil and gas development 



           22    impact, there will be a harmful impact to the land, the 



           23    air, our subsistence way of life, also on our social and 



           24    cultural resource, especially for Alaska Natives, 



           25    including the Gwich'in.  
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            1         The other thing I want to talk about is the community 



            2    and public health.  I used to work up north for, like, 



            3    four years working in the clinic.  As itinerary travel 



            4    from village to village, I see a lot of health issues, the 



            5    health issues that we don't even have in our community.  I 



            6    see patients with respiration problem.  I see people with 



            7    mental health problem that we don't have.  



            8         I asked that question to one of the elders up there.  



            9    She said before the oil company came, we had a healthy 



           10    life, but now look around.  As far as you could see, it's 



           11    just all you could see is oil rigs everywhere.  And she 



           12    said, this is what happened.  My husband died of cancer.  



           13    And my kids, my grandkids have mental health problems.  



           14    And she said, all these are created when the oil company 



           15    came.  



           16         And the other thing I was thinking about is that up 



           17    at that 1002 area where our -- the birthing -- where the 



           18    caribou migrate to and where they give birth, you know, 



           19    there is probably a special food that's there that they go 



           20    to that attract them.  And what kind of plant is that 



           21    that's doing that?  Is that the area where the drilling 



           22    will be at?  If that happens -- I mean, these plants has 



           23    to be studied.  If that happens, the caribou will 



           24    migrate -- they will just be separate.  



           25         I mean, this is a place that it's just sacred, a 
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            1    place our caribou go to stay around giving birth.  I mean, 



            2    that's a really -- I mean, I'm just thinking about it and 



            3    I said, wow, I mean, we know as the Gwich'in we are not 



            4    even supposed to go up there.  We are not even supposed to 



            5    disturb that area.  And that's how we were brought up.  



            6    And that's how we know it.  I mean, I just -- I just 



            7    know -- I mean, it just gives me the -- my heart just 



            8    breaks, you know, think about all these -- I mean, for -- 



            9    for our life it's really important, that I'm just thankful 



           10    that we as the Gwich'in, we speak one voice.  We stand 



           11    with each other.  



           12         And this is -- you know, no other -- I mean, if you 



           13    live in the city, there is nowhere that you could just go 



           14    into somebody's house and they offer you food and stuff.  



           15    Here we all live together.  We all know each other.  If 



           16    I'm hungry, I'll go down to Alan, and I just go in and 



           17    help myself.  We can't do that in the city.  So this is a 



           18    bond that we have as Gwich'in.  And that's what we are 



           19    fighting for.  



           20         And what will happen to the water and air that will 



           21    impact?  And even when they build the roads and it will be 



           22    access to anybody that will come in and go hunting, and 



           23    that will happen.  And people will start coming in more 



           24    and more.  And I mean, all this stuff that you guys need 



           25    to think about because here in our community we live 
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            1    peacefully.  I mean, it's quiet.  



            2         You guys are -- some of you are probably wondering, 



            3    man, these people are poor.  No, we are not.  We have our 



            4    land.  We have our identity.  We have our way of life.  



            5    And we are happy.  We are happy people.  We are.  We are 



            6    pushing our children to get educated.  I have two 



            7    granddaughters, and I really show them, I mean, to have 



            8    respect, and they are -- I mean, my granddaughter, she 



            9    said, Grandma -- she went back to Anchorage with her mom.  



           10    She said, Grandma, who is going to cook Native food for 



           11    me?  And I said, well, I can cook like something every 



           12    week and send it down there.  She said okay.  



           13         There are so many -- our tribal members are saying 



           14    that we have a lot of species, we have a lot of wolves, 



           15    you know, waterfowl and all that.  All those needs to be 



           16    studied.  How are they going to be impacted?  And -- and I 



           17    just want to say that when we do -- when you guys do the 



           18    EIS, you know, you really got to look at the health 



           19    impact, how it will impact, affect our -- the people and 



           20    also the plants and animals.  Those are very important.  



           21         Well, thank you for your time.  



           22                    MR. DANIEL TRITT:  My name is Daniel Tritt 



           23    from Arctic Village, and welcome to Vashraii K'oo.  The 



           24    caribou means a lot to all of us, as everybody has been 



           25    saying.  And as you guys been saying, my two little 
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            1    daughters that are walking around, just recently I 



            2    cooked -- I cooked a caribou leg.  They came up to me, 



            3    Daddy, Daddy, candy?  I think if I bring them down to the 



            4    store and I put that caribou head, or say I make fry meat, 



            5    they will probably pick that other than the candy.  Yeah.  



            6    They always like it.  We don't even give them juice or -- 



            7    just drink straight water.  We put juice in front of them.  



            8    They will probably take the water.  



            9         But ever since that first gathering in 1988, I was -- 



           10    my youngest daughter right there, I was her age running 



           11    around like what she's been doing.  And she's only four.  



           12    Right now I'm 33.  And since I was nine years old, I 



           13    became a provider for many people.  My grandfather, Alan 



           14    Tritt, he's the one that bringing me out since my youngest 



           15    one there, she was two.  



           16         Ever since then I have been -- people have been 



           17    calling me up from even down states asking me for some dry 



           18    meat.  They try to pay me money, but the money that they 



           19    will give me, it won't -- it won't -- I don't take it 



           20    because to provide -- it's out there.  It's free.  We just 



           21    got to go, have patience and get it.  And for one box of 



           22    shells, it's like 28, 30 bucks.  And you try and buy a 



           23    steak from the store down here or from anywhere else, that 



           24    steak probably cost us as much as that box, box of shells.  



           25    It's only 20 rounds, but if you think about it, and 20 
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            1    rounds, you could probably get at least ten caribou.  Or a 



            2    box of shotgun shells for waterfowl, ducks, geese, you can 



            3    get, like, five, ten times more than that one little 



            4    steak.  And that steak is probably only made for one 



            5    person.  And besides me, I got a family of six.  So that 



            6    steak won't last too long.  



            7         One little box of macaroni and cheese or bag of rice 



            8    costs an arm and a leg.  But we try and make it stretch 



            9    and do what we can do.  And it is very sacred.  It's a 



           10    sacred place up there.  It means a lot probably to 



           11    everybody, not only here, but everywhere else.  There is a 



           12    lot of people standing up speaking up for us.  And it 



           13    means a lot.  



           14         And like I was saying, there is people like my 



           15    grandfather, Abraham, Jimmy John, all of them, Darryl, 



           16    he's cooking outside, they all taught me since I was their 



           17    age.  And now it's up to me to do -- teach the younger 



           18    ones as they were teaching me, like their grandfathers 



           19    taught them.  



           20         I don't only shoot caribou for the village.  I shoot 



           21    caribou for people in Venetie or Fort Yukon and Fairbanks.  



           22    They try to pay me, but no, I'd rather get and send it, 



           23    pay the freight and everything.  Sometimes it's tough.  



           24    Sometimes it's easy.  But look, we are still here.  We are 



           25    still getting the caribou.  We are still fighting standing 
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            1    up.  It's like that song Sarah sang earlier.  I became a 



            2    leader for traditional dancers since I was probably ten 



            3    years old.  And ever since then, I just -- when she sang 



            4    it, it just make me proud and think it made me proud of 



            5    who I am, where I come from.  



            6         Because if you look around, there is no other place 



            7    that's going to look like Arctic Village.  We call it, 



            8    like, paradise.  You go out in the wilderness, you go up 



            9    on the mountain, I don't know if you want to come back.  



           10    You will probably say I don't want to come back.  I just 



           11    want to stay, come back in a couple days.  



           12         And just a couple months ago, I took my family out.  



           13    You know what my daughter said whenever she seen it?  



           14    Look, Mommy, caribou.  And my other daughter, Jenny, look, 



           15    candy, mmm.  



           16         First time I took her out, it was not too long ago, 



           17    and there was caribou up here on the lakes up toward the 



           18    mountain, and that caribou was standing there.  And my 



           19    girlfriend was, like, be quiet.  Don't move.  Daddy is 



           20    going to shoot.  I shot.  Mommy, caribou fall like candy?  



           21    Then there is more coming.  Mommy, look, all that candy.  



           22    Just -- they are the ones that I provide for and for 



           23    whoever else.  If I had the dry meat right now, I give it 



           24    to my daughters and they will give it to you and they will 



           25    say here, candy.  Eat num-num.  Yeah.  
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            1         I have been doing hunting since I was two.  And yeah, 



            2    I do it all since -- I got two boys, too, that one of them 



            3    just shot their first one last year.  Look, Dad, I shot 



            4    him.  He's over there.  Where?  Right there.  Yeah, every 



            5    time I bring them out or I -- somebody else shoot caribou 



            6    and I bring it by, who shot it, oh, Uncle Gerald or Bobba 



            7    Charlie or Grandpa Allo.  Oh, Dad, I just want you to 



            8    shoot it.  



            9         But another one is the ducks.  Go out every year.  



           10    Every spring we wait all year, all winter.  And when they 



           11    come, they come, and then they go with -- we have fun.  So 



           12    right now there is probably a couple guys out there.  They 



           13    stay out there sometimes a couple weeks, at least, or 



           14    more.  But I have been going out hunting pretty much all 



           15    my life.  We used to go up -- go upriver, stay up there.  



           16    We go up there as soon as the ice go out.  We stay up 



           17    there.  We get what -- if we get caribou -- if we see 



           18    caribou we get them.  Mainly go for fish and ducks.  



           19         And we stay up there all summer.  It seems like one 



           20    or two guys come back, get supplies.  We will stay up 



           21    there.  Come back probably a little bit before school 



           22    starts in August, first week of August.  But we don't want 



           23    to go to -- say Mom, Mom, Dad, can you excuse us?  We want 



           24    to go up to the mountain.  We will go straight up there.  



           25    Change our clothes, get new socks and everything.  We will 
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            1    camp out up there until freeze-up, which is the first 



            2    week, second week of September.  We come out and get the 



            3    ground squirrel, shoot some caribou.  We do what we can 



            4    while we can.  



            5         Even in the middle of winter, get 40, 50 below, if 



            6    the freezers are empty, nothing in the fridge, get 



            7    caribou, and that will supply us for at least a couple 



            8    weeks.  And whoever else needs meat, tell them come up, 



            9    get a little piece, or I cook soup, make fry meat and 



           10    rice.  Oh, boy, they are all up then.  



           11         But yeah, I'm pretty -- pretty nervous.  Welcome to 



           12    Arctic Village.  And you guys are always welcome.  Come 



           13    back.  I could go out and show you how it's -- how to do 



           14    it or how we -- how I have been taught.  A couple weeks, 



           15    like last month I finally took out a -- these two people.  



           16    One of them was from -- I think it was Whitehorse, and the 



           17    other one was -- she was a woman from Florida that takes 



           18    pictures for National Geographic.  I took them out.  



           19    Really sure to see my pictures on National Geographic.  



           20         But thank you for coming and come again whenever you 



           21    need to.  All right.  Thank you.  



           22                    MS. DEBBIE TRITT-KENDI:  (Speaking in 



           23    Gwich'in.)  In my language I said I will start off with a 



           24    caribou song.  As many as you guys heard, you guys heard 



           25    my grandfather's name, Reverend Albert Tritt.  And his -- 
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            1    and his kids.  There is Martha James.  Martha Tritt, 



            2    maiden name.  Isaac Tritt, Sr., my father.  He's my 



            3    father, my late father.  And there is three other ones.  



            4    There is Abel Tritt, Paul Tritt, George Tritt.  We all 



            5    came from our ancestors, our grandparents.  And I 



            6    purposely wore this shirt that says Maggie Gilbert and 



            7    James Gilbert, and they also are my family, my 



            8    grandparents.  



            9         And as you see, my people here, my family, they are 



           10    all my brothers and sisters.  We all came from the same 



           11    generation.  And we all live on caribou.  We live on 



           12    whitefish.  We live on trouts.  We live off our land.  We 



           13    don't go to the store.  You buy steak, that's 15 bucks.  



           14    One time a hunter came up to me and he said, I don't want 



           15    to buy $15 steak.  I want to buy $30 gun shells.  I'll get 



           16    more caribou with that.  



           17         So here we are standing peacefully, respectfully.  We 



           18    are all Gwich'ins and we are proud to be Gwich'ins.  And 



           19    we speak from our heart because we respect our elders.  



           20         So I will start off, and you guys can follow.  And 



           21    this song, my dad taught Sarah.  And we started in 



           22    1975, '4, as I remember.  Half of the Gwich'in dancers are 



           23    laying down there sleeping.  They are very strong like we 



           24    are as we are standing here now.  So I will start off with 



           25    the caribou song.  
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            1         (A song was performed.)



            2                    MS. DEBBIE TRITT-KENDI:  (Speaking in 



            3    Gwich'in.)  In my language I said my name is Debbie 



            4    Tritt-Kendi, and I was born and raised in Arctic Village.  



            5    And my Indian name is Treenahtsyaa.  Happens to be with 



            6    the tears.  And my dad's name is Reverend Isaac Tritt.  



            7    You guys heard his name.  You guys heard Albert Tritt's 



            8    name.  My mom's name, Naomi Tritt.  Maiden name, Naomi 



            9    Peter.  



           10         And she died last year on May 23 with heart broken 



           11    because my son did a wrongful thing, committed suicide.  



           12    That really hurt us.  Every one of us got hurt.  But as 



           13    you see, us here, we are happy for living off the land 



           14    like this.  We go down to buy gas, it's $10 a gallon.  We 



           15    go to store to buy steak, it's 30 to $15.  



           16         And I'm married almost a year now to a Canadian.  



           17    He's from Fort McPherson, and he's also Gwich'in.  So my 



           18    point to this is, as Gwich'in Nation, we are all one.  We 



           19    are all in one.  We go across the border, we have family 



           20    over there.  They come over here, we are their family.  



           21         And as for these youth here, look at them, beautiful 



           22    youth.  Their next step is our side.  They are going to be 



           23    beside us.  They will be standing up there.  They will be 



           24    fighting for what we are fighting for.  And earlier I was 



           25    sitting outside, a smoke hit me, and I thought to myself, 
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            1    gee, you know what?  I'd rather smell campfire smoke 



            2    instead of an oil burning smoke that will kill me.  



            3    Campfire smoke will feed me because we are cooking animals 



            4    off the land; rabbits, ground squirrels, caribou mainly.  



            5    As you heard of our caribou, we use caribou a lot.  We 



            6    share it.  They send us dry fish.  We send them dry meat.  



            7    They send us whole salmon, we send them a whole caribou.  



            8         And as for these elders, I love them.  I love every 



            9    one of those elders because you know why?  Because they 



           10    got wisdom.  They tell the truth.  They talk to us 



           11    sensibly.  I'm 54 years old now.  And all this time -- I 



           12    go visit Gideon once in a while.  He talks to me.  He 



           13    stops by me.  He talks about this and that.  And I stop by 



           14    Allo's once in a while to have tea, because they share.  



           15    They love to share their words.  They love to feed people.  



           16         One thing that really hurts my heart is why do you 



           17    guys do this to us?  We are tribes that live off 



           18    subsistencely.  We don't have no running water.  We got to 



           19    buy $50 five-gallon gas, go out and get wood to keep us 



           20    warm during the winter.  We got to buy $20 two-gallon gas 



           21    for four-wheeler to drive around right now.  



           22         And when you drill oil up there, you know what's 



           23    going to happen?  Inflation.  Everything will go up.  They 



           24    are going to start killing our caribou, most likely start 



           25    selling it back to us.  We are not used to that.  We are 
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            1    used to go out there and just killing them and bringing 



            2    them back in and then just share.  



            3         There is a lot of hurt people around here.  A lot of 



            4    them.  I see them.  Young ones that don't even want to 



            5    speak up, but it's like us speaking up for them.  That's 



            6    what we keep in us is a strong heart.  And we could be 



            7    cold-minded if we want to be.  But again, we are Neets'aii 



            8    Gwich'ins and we are kind, loving, caring, and we all 



            9    believe -- we believe in God.  We pray.  



           10         I pray today that you hear every word that anybody, 



           11    every person said in here, that you will extend the June 



           12    thing to maybe August.  Like I said, if a white person 



           13    come up to me and talk to me, I wouldn't understand a word 



           14    they say because they are using their complicated words.  



           15    But if an Athabascan -- Gwich'in Athabascan come to me and 



           16    talk to me in Gwich'in, I'll answer right back because I 



           17    know how to speak, read, write and hear.  



           18         And these pictures on the wall, that's my dad over 



           19    there.  That's my grandpa right there Albert -- I mean, 



           20    Titus Peter.  Very strongly people.  And over there, that 



           21    picture, that's how we lived a long time ago.  They didn't 



           22    have no roof over their head.  They had tents.  My mom 



           23    lived on this earth 91 years and told their stories with 



           24    us, and those stories were happy.  She told us about these 



           25    families around here.  They didn't grow up rich.  They 
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            1    grew up poor because they didn't know nothing about money.  



            2    We don't know nothing about money in those days, but these 



            3    days it's just cash, money.  I don't really go for money.  



            4    I'd rather pray and have faith, and God will provide 



            5    everything.  



            6         So please, listen to these people here.  We are 



            7    hurting.  And we are all Gwich'ins.  Mahsi'.  



            8                    MR. WILBUR JACK KENNEDY:  That was my 



            9    wife.  My name is Wilbur Jack Kennedy.  I'm from 



           10    Shahnyuutii', Fort McPherson, Northwest Territories, 



           11    Canada.  And we are the people of the headwaters.  And 



           12    each day I get up in the morning, I first of all pray for 



           13    my kids and I pray for the elders and those little babies.  



           14    And I pray for all of you because I'm here on your land.  



           15    I know I cost one penny, but I'm an American now since I 



           16    married into the Neets'aii.  So that makes me two penny.  



           17         And I lived with you guys for all these years.  How 



           18    many years now I forgot.  But I grew up with you guys, and 



           19    you kids are all grown up and elders are gone.  But elders 



           20    are here yet.  And I could see them talking about ten 



           21    years ago about what's going on, and it's still here and 



           22    it's still happening.  And I pray each day that the land 



           23    is always there.  And it's for the animals.  And we are 



           24    just trespassers on your land.  But I pray that fish is in 



           25    the water.  And I see that more airplanes in the sky than 
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            1    birds today.  



            2         I see caribou.  I don't know.  I don't understand 



            3    this part.  It's 216,000, but I seen it one time that they 



            4    mingled with the 40-mile herd.  I see it just black with 



            5    all kinds of animals around.  I couldn't believe how black 



            6    that area was.  I think they mingle in with the 40-mile 



            7    herd, maybe the Central herd, too, because animal are 



            8    wiser than us.  



            9         I migrated with the geese in the springtime.  I try 



           10    and beat the leaves before they come out and then I 



           11    migrate back in the fall time with the caribou to go home 



           12    and go see my people again.  I miss home sometimes, but 



           13    this is my home.  This is where I'll be.  Where my wife is 



           14    I'll stay.  And I respect the women of this land.  I 



           15    respect them because they are strong people.  



           16         Look at the tribe.  Look at the soul, beautiful and 



           17    so strong-hearted and so educated.  About five years ago I 



           18    said that you have a lot of potential here.  And I see the 



           19    chiefs.  I see all you guys talk together.  This is what 



           20    we need.  This is how we are going to be strong.  We are 



           21    going to come together and stand together.  And you chiefs 



           22    are there for that.  And we are right behind you as 



           23    council, as members.  I'm so glad to be a member.  I think 



           24    I'm a member of every tribe because I have been through.  



           25         As a singer/songwriter I keep it to the point and 
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            1    plain and simple.  I see and hear and I feel what you are 



            2    all are doing.  And I'm going to fight for this as well.  



            3    And I have written songs, too.  It hasn't come out yet, 



            4    but I'm pretty well sure it's ready and it's powerful and 



            5    it's to the point, because we have got to really listen to 



            6    these elders now.  How many years, Sarah?  How many years 



            7    of fight, how many years of heart, standing up to these 



            8    people now.  



            9         And I want to say that why are you so rushed?  Why 



           10    are you so rushed in taking what's so valuable?  Why are 



           11    you so rushed with greed, you know?  I want to speak by my 



           12    heart.  I speak and I have respect for the jobs out there 



           13    that it's going to create, but I ask you once, you 



           14    evaluate this, this and that and that, but I ask you, put 



           15    a time lapse camera on a pipeline, put a time lapse camera 



           16    on the land, on the birthing grounds.  You will see it 



           17    move.  



           18         You will see that pipeline on stress.  You go into a 



           19    pipeline, I bet you everything there is a lot of stress 



           20    there.  How many years it's been there now.  And I ask you 



           21    to assess that before you assess that other birthing 



           22    grounds and stuff for the birds and all that stuff because 



           23    time lapse really show motion, and there is things 



           24    happening out there.  And it's going to happen.  



           25         There is something big that's going to happen one of 
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            1    these days.  Maybe it's this that's happening now.  And I 



            2    pray that we stand strong and look after our children, our 



            3    elders, because what's happening here is happening over 



            4    there in Canada and it's from the same people, the 



            5    Gwich'in Nation.  



            6         My mother is from Old Crow, Yukon Territory right in 



            7    the middle of the Yukon -- or the Gwich'in Nation.  My dad 



            8    come from this side.  I was asked by my older sister to 



            9    check Tanana because I think he might be in the old grave 



           10    site.  And I seen Shyanahti's [ph] grave.  And we call him 



           11    Shyanahti', and we have different dialects of this man.  



           12    He helped a lot of people throughout the Gwich'in Nation, 



           13    and he fought for the animals.  And it was a hard time, I 



           14    tell you, because I hear a lot of stories.  I grew up on 



           15    elders, which I was so proud to.  And today I listen to 



           16    these elders, and they tell me there is no birds and there 



           17    is a lot of erosion.  



           18         And what I'm afraid of is we look at Prudhoe Bay.  If 



           19    you assess that damage there, you will probably see a lot 



           20    of erosion.  And where is that stuff going to seep to?  



           21    It's got nowhere else to go but to the ocean.  Everything 



           22    goes to the ocean.  Why we are protectors of the 



           23    headwaters is that we don't allow no placer miners, you 



           24    know, no fracking on our land in the Gwich'in Nation in 



           25    Canada because it's very dangerous, and we don't allow no 
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            1    fracking, no way, because it's in our headwaters.  



            2         And we can even thank the trees for giving us warmth.  



            3    We thank this whole thing for giving us life.  There is 



            4    something out there that's going to happen, and you guys 



            5    are going to need us.  And we will be here for you.  And 



            6    you are going to need our water.  I know that much.  



            7         And look around you, everybody.  Everything in this 



            8    place is all plastic.  You got plastic on you.  You drink 



            9    plastic.  I bet your water is full of plastic you are 



           10    drinking.  And I advise you that plastic is not the 



           11    answer.  And plastic is oil.  That's where we get oil from 



           12    is plastic.  You need oil for a lot of things.  You are 



           13    probably drinking oil right now.  



           14         So I advise you that you make assessment on your 



           15    damage before you assess the land or animals or birds or, 



           16    you know, us as a human beings.  You are human as well.  



           17    You have a heart.  You have these feelings.  I know you 



           18    feel us.  I know you have respect.  It's all we are asking 



           19    is that respect.  And that respect is inside you and 



           20    inside your words.  You are here.  We respect you.  Come 



           21    back and come on the land and see these people.  See how 



           22    beautiful they live.  Go up there.  You will want to come 



           23    back.  My friend Keith Nitran, he's in the -- 



           24         I tell you one thing.  I wrote a song one time, it 



           25    was the caribou song.  And I didn't -- I just wrote it of 
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            1    my heart.  And I was in the mountains and I was singing to 



            2    myself in the mountains when I had my gun and my pack 



            3    sack.  And we were going for caribou, and this song came 



            4    to be.  And I told the Porcupine management board in 



            5    Whitehorse, Canada to come check this out.  And in it was 



            6    they first started off with the dirty side, which is the 



            7    oil pollution of the dirty side of the song.  And I wanted 



            8    to end it with a beautiful side, which is here, which is 



            9    the children, elders.  And there is no more elders left.  



           10    It's going to be harder and harder and harder without the 



           11    elders.  



           12         And that song, we took it down.  Me and Keith Nitran, 



           13    we took it down to the Lower 48 and I had a good trip down 



           14    there.  We were going over the turnpike of New Jersey 



           15    going into New York where that bottle cap they call it.  I 



           16    went there.  And you had to pay I don't know how much to 



           17    get through there to go to New York.  And coming through 



           18    New Jersey I said, wow, look at that.  One of these days a 



           19    plane is going to hit that.  And there was oil tanks.  



           20    Like for miles you could see oil barrels just for miles.  



           21    And for sure, something happened by those twin towers.  



           22         And I swear there is something going to happen in 



           23    this world today the way it's going.  People not trusting, 



           24    people not loving, people not having the heart and 



           25    respect.  So I pray and hope that you can assess the 
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            1    damage done.  



            2         We go through Canada, there is a -- there is so much 



            3    damage.  It's called sand pits.  They take the oil out of 



            4    the sand.  And it's like Neil Young, he's a professional 



            5    writer as well.  And he went through there and he said 



            6    it's like hell on earth.  There is nothing alive.  And all 



            7    that thing is seeping out and going into the McMurray 



            8    River, which goes into the great Slave, which goes into 



            9    the MacKenzie and it comes right up towards the ocean.  



           10    And it goes in -- we come out of the Peel River into the 



           11    MacKenzie and into the ocean.  Everything goes into the 



           12    ocean.  That's where you will find most of that plastic.  



           13    Plastic pollution is a very delicate situation, as well.  



           14         So with this, I'd like to add on more couple of 



           15    hours.  Always have a heart and within you always laugh 



           16    and joke.  But take this serious at this time.  And feel 



           17    what Gideon said there.  All the -- ten years ago this is 



           18    still happening.  Since I was small, it's still happening.  



           19         And they are all gone.  Like I say, Chief Johnny 



           20    Charlie was our great chief.  Every time he said, boys, go 



           21    for wood, and we are gone, no money involved.  We just do 



           22    it for the good of our heart.  And we ask you, give it 



           23    some time.  Give it some thought.  Don't rush into things.  



           24         Like my mother, my grandmother and her mother before, 



           25    if there is something wrong, like touch something, like 
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            1    this don't belong me, I don't touch it because it's very 



            2    valuable.  And she said do things right or don't do it at 



            3    all.  Do it right so that you don't have to come back and 



            4    do it again.  Do things right and pray and give thanks to 



            5    what you do and all things will come in a good way and 



            6    will come back to you in heart and respect.  



            7         We are just asking you to respect and give a little 



            8    timeline and tell your president that we really need your 



            9    help.  Tell your president if he has a heart, that we will 



           10    vote for him if he stops the drilling in ANWR.  That's all 



           11    we ask is respect and kindness.  And I hope you have a 



           12    good stay here and enjoy yourself.  And they are nice 



           13    people.  They are really beautiful people.  



           14         And I thank you to be on your land.  Thank you very 



           15    much.  And you have a good day.  And God bless you all.  



           16    And I'll be praying for you.  Mahsi' Choo.  



           17         Canada will be on your side, as well, too.  So I'll 



           18    be going back to Canada and telling them what I see and 



           19    what I hear and what I know.  So Mahsi'.  



           20                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  I had a question 



           21    earlier, Nicole, whether or not if we can see the 



           22    transcripts after they are ready to look for any mistakes.  



           23                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  I'll have to find out 



           24    and get back to you on that.  



           25                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  All right.  And then 
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            1    just a few announcements.  The Venetie charter, the people 



            2    that came in on the charter, it's going to be here at 4:00 



            3    p.m.  So if you are on that charter, you have to be ready 



            4    to go.  And with that, some of the people from Arctic 



            5    Village said we had two people from Venetie on the list 



            6    and they wanted to say something before they left, if 



            7    that's okay.  



            8         And then also we have a couple other charters, and 



            9    one of them is the State folks will be leaving soon.  We 



           10    just wanted to thank you guys for coming and joining us.  



           11    Lieutenant Governor Byron Mallott and the other State 



           12    folks, the Division of Natural Resources and Fish and -- 



           13    Fish & Game, we are -- thank you for coming and listening 



           14    in.  We appreciate that you come here and listen.  And 



           15    thank you for agreeing not to testify and just to be here 



           16    in service to us to listen.  We appreciate that.  We want 



           17    to ask -- respectfully ask for your support in supporting 



           18    us in this -- getting an extension of the scoping period 



           19    and also more -- more locations for hearings.  As you can 



           20    see, we have a lot of other people that want to be heard 



           21    in other communities.  Thank you.  



           22                    MR. LANCE WHITWELL:  I'm going to sit down 



           23    before my knees make me sit.  My name is Lance Whitwell.  



           24    I'm the environmental director for the Native Village of 



           25    Venetie.  I have been the environmental coordinator for 
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            1    about 20 years now, since 1998.  We have had a lot of 



            2    issues up here that we have worked on through the years.  



            3    We have had our ups and downs with the federal government.  



            4         When I first got up in this country, there was some 



            5    animosity between the refuge staff and the tribe.  Ever 



            6    since they created the refuge, it seemed like they were 



            7    trying to limit the tribe's access to cultural and 



            8    customary use areas on the refuge site.  And there was 



            9    quite a bit of animosity and very little cooperation 



           10    between the refuge and the tribe itself.  



           11         And for the last 20 years or so, we have tried to 



           12    build on our partnerships with them and the relationship 



           13    that we have with them because we have -- we have come to 



           14    realize that we are both really trying to accomplish the 



           15    same goal because we are trying to protect the land and 



           16    the animals that cross and migrate between the refuge and 



           17    tribal lands here.  



           18         And it's not only the caribou.  The moose, bears, 



           19    sheep, everything migrates back and forth between these 



           20    two borders.  And I like to think, you know -- the refuge 



           21    staff would probably agree -- I like to think that we are 



           22    on a pretty good working relationship now because they are 



           23    trying to protect the caribou in the refuge and we try to 



           24    protect our land and take care of the environmental issues 



           25    on our land to make sure that we are protecting the 
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            1    caribou and migratory animals, also.  



            2         And I think we are at a good place right now with a 



            3    working relationship with them, and then all of a sudden 



            4    this law passes.  And now here we are with the federal 



            5    government and the BLM trying to undo this relationship 



            6    that we have built for the last 20 years.  This whole 



            7    relationship that we have that was very difficult to build 



            8    was built on mutual trust.  We trusted they would protect 



            9    them on the refuge.  They trust that we would protect them 



           10    on our land.  And now it seems with the stroke of a pen a 



           11    lot of that trust could be missing.  I just wanted to 



           12    bring that up.  Hopefully it doesn't continue to be that 



           13    way.  It's very difficult for the refuge staff to 



           14    accomplish their mission up there without the cooperation 



           15    of the tribe here because this is the airport they use.  



           16    This is the facilities that they use here to gain access 



           17    to their refuge up there.  



           18         But as you have heard from many of the speakers 



           19    today, the climate is changing.  There is no doubt about 



           20    that.  Things that are changing with the climate, of 



           21    course, we have mentioned the weather getting warmer.  It 



           22    rains in the winter.  When it rains in the winter, it 



           23    forms a hard crust on the top of the snow.  And as Gideon 



           24    was saying, you could see -- if you are following the 



           25    trails you will see the scarring on the caribous' legs 
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            1    because they have to push through that hard crust of ice 



            2    that's on top of the snow.  



            3         And as the water, the rainwater goes down into the 



            4    snow to the ground layer and then refreezes as ice, the 



            5    caribou can't dig through the ice to get to their food.  



            6    And many of them starve.  There has been many natural 



            7    occurrences to where almost half of the caribou herd has 



            8    died in one year, in one event.  And it is still 



            9    happening.  



           10         Something I didn't hear mentioned in here, we heard 



           11    Wilbur talk some about the Canadian side over there that 



           12    also depend on these caribou, but the caribou in the last 



           13    few years have migrated farther east than ever before.  



           14    They have migrated farther south than ever before.  And 



           15    when they go to these new areas, they are going into 



           16    places where there are road systems, and that gains easy 



           17    access to them on the Canadian side.  And I believe the 



           18    last report I read was between 40- and 70,000 caribou a 



           19    year are hunted on the Canadian side.  In a herd of 



           20    200,000, which 40,000, 50,000 of them being hunted each 



           21    year, that's hardly sustainable, you know.  



           22         And a big problem that the Porcupine Caribou 



           23    Management Board has brought up is that the ease of access 



           24    to hunters on the Canadian side is leading to a lot of 



           25    wanton waste.  A lot of people go out and they see 
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            1    caribou, and they just start shooting.  You know, you can 



            2    kill three or four caribou with one bullet when they are 



            3    all in a big herd.  And a lot of them are just being left 



            4    to waste.  So we have got that.  



            5         We have got the permafrost melting, Faith mentioned.  



            6    We have got several areas even on this side of the river, 



            7    and there is many more on the other side of the river, 



            8    where the permafrost is melting and changing stream flows, 



            9    changing sedimentations in the streams.  It's affecting 



           10    the biodiversity in the waters.  And I see in your maps 



           11    back here, the coastal plain has at least seven major 



           12    river tributaries that run right through there.  And these 



           13    mountains right here, the Brooks Range, this is the 



           14    Continental Divide.  The Continental Divide means that 



           15    everything on that side of the mountains runs toward the 



           16    Arctic Ocean.  Everything on this side of the Continental 



           17    Divide, these mountains, runs toward the Pacific Ocean and 



           18    to the Yukon River.  



           19         But these two river valleys that you see going up 



           20    right here, these go all the through the mountains and 



           21    they come back on the other side on the other side of the 



           22    Continental Divide.  They are connected.  And Arctic char 



           23    and Dolly Vardens, they migrate up here and they spawn in 



           24    the Chandalar River right here.  So whatever happens out 



           25    that way is going to directly affect the fish and the 
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            1    biodiversity in our river, also.  



            2         The taiga, this kind of forest that you see right 



            3    here is called the taiga.  And it's like the farthest 



            4    north timber, the farthest north trees.  But that's not 



            5    being the case anymore.  There has been more and more 



            6    spruce trees, willows, shrubs all moving north.  They're 



            7    migrating north as the climate changes.  And you know, 



            8    caribou eat lichen.  Here we call it caribou moss.  It's 



            9    lichen, and it grows about one inch every hundred years.  



           10    And when you have shrubs and other kinds of trees that 



           11    start growing, it shades out that moss, and that moss 



           12    cannot grow.  It will not regrow once the caribou have 



           13    eaten it.  



           14         The sea level rising we heard some people mention.  



           15    It's not only the erosion problem that it's causing along 



           16    the coast.  The flooding that's been occurring on the 



           17    coastal plains on the low-lying areas, I believe this is 



           18    the third year in a row that Deadhorse has been flooding.  



           19    The pipeline haul road has been shut down three times 



           20    because the last three years it's been flooded out.  



           21    That's climate changing.  



           22         Insects.  We have been seeing a lot of strange 



           23    insects, new insects that we have never seen before.  



           24    Especially when the caribou go more southerly, there have 



           25    been incidences of ticks, big, huge ticks that get 
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            1    infested on them, and they can actually suck a caribou's 



            2    blood until they are dead.  They suck all the blood out of 



            3    them.  



            4         Polar bears.  You have heard a few people talk about 



            5    the polar bears that are being threatened now.  One of the 



            6    only strongholds that they have has been Kaktovik because 



            7    they have got the whaling -- the remains from their 



            8    whaling and what they call the bone pile up there.  And 



            9    it's been reported that the polar bears are now cross 



           10    breeding back to the grizzlies.  They are saying that they 



           11    originally evolved from grizzlies, and now they are 



           12    devolving back into grizzlies.  They have seen polar bears 



           13    up here on the mountains following caribou.  They have 



           14    seen polar bears in Fort Yukon 150 miles south of here.  



           15    And that's 500 miles from any coast.  There has been other 



           16    mammals.  They are hunting other mammals out there, not 



           17    just the caribous.  You know, there's all kinds of ground 



           18    squirrels and moose and things like that up there, too.  



           19         But the migratory birds, I was kind of surprised that 



           20    it would even be offered for exploration up there.  And we 



           21    have got a road project in Venetie, and by federal 



           22    regulations, as we use federal funds, we are not allowed 



           23    to do any kind of work during the month of June because 



           24    that's when the migratory birds are flying.  We are not 



           25    even allowed to build a road or do any kind of excavations 
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            1    during the waterfowl migration time.  



            2         There is a difference in vegetation between the 



            3    uplands, the foothills on the other side of the Brooks 



            4    Range here and the coastal plain.  The coastal plain is 



            5    rich in minerals, salts because of the salt air, and it's 



            6    so windy that bushes and shrubs and trees and stuff can't 



            7    grow.  So there is a specialized ecosystem that grows 



            8    specific types of vegetation that the caribou mothers need 



            9    to eat after they give birth.  It's high nutrition.  It's 



           10    the highest nutrition area that they can find, and that is 



           11    one of the reasons why they give birth there.  And you 



           12    can't find those in any other areas.  If you look at the 



           13    map, if you look at the elevations on the map, the coastal 



           14    plain is a low-lying area.  If you get off of that plain, 



           15    you go back into the foothills again, and it's a totally 



           16    different kind of vegetation.  



           17         And so any kind of exploration up there is -- it's 



           18    going to affect the diversity of the ecosystem up there.  



           19    We have seen a lot of outside hunting pressure coming here 



           20    lately, not only on the Canadian side.  There has been 



           21    instances where Fairbanks area had a big forest fire so 



           22    the hunters couldn't fly out of there, and they brought 



           23    them all out here.  They brought hunters out here to this 



           24    airport because it's a public airport.  And they were 



           25    flying them to hunt caribou to the east of here.  And they 
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            1    shot all the scouts.  You heard Gideon talk about the big 



            2    bulls, the big lead bulls with the big racks.  That's 



            3    exactly what the hunters are looking for.  And if you kill 



            4    the scouts, the herd will scatter.  They won't come.  They 



            5    will not follow.  



            6         One of the elders was telling me one time that 



            7    caribou have a scent gland in their foot, and as long as 



            8    they are going good, they are putting off a scent that 



            9    says it's fine, this is the trail, follow me.  But if they 



           10    get spooked or if they get startled or something like 



           11    that, then it goes to an adrenaline type of a deal and 



           12    they put off a different smell and the rest of the herd 



           13    will not follow them.  It doesn't take much to change the 



           14    migration of the caribou herd.  It doesn't take very much 



           15    at all.  



           16         I really liked what a lot of the youth were saying 



           17    about growing up here and what they learn here.  And I 



           18    really like what Faith Gemmill said is that we -- we don't 



           19    just teach them to hunt.  When they're out hunting, they 



           20    are learning life skills from their dads, their uncles, 



           21    their grandpas.  They are learning life skills out there.  



           22    And I really love Arctic Village because of that fact.  



           23         All of my children have come up here, and when they 



           24    come here, they don't want to go back home.  Many times I 



           25    leave them here with their family.  All of my children 
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            1    went to school here at one time or another, and they love 



            2    it here because of the -- they have got a freedom here and 



            3    learning these skills instead of learning the technology, 



            4    you know.  



            5         And I see children grow up here in Arctic Village who 



            6    don't even have family here in Arctic Village.  People 



            7    will take them in from other villages.  At-risk children, 



            8    whether it's family problems, youth problems, legal 



            9    problems, those children come here and they straighten out 



           10    and they grow up in a good way and they learn and they 



           11    change.  And then they could go back home when they are a 



           12    little older.  And they go home, and they are perfectly 



           13    normal kids with a better mindset than when they started 



           14    out.  So it's a lot more than just hunting up here.  



           15         As Wilbur was saying also, you know, the coastal 



           16    plains and the Arctic refuge where it crosses over the 



           17    Canadian border is the MacKenzie River Delta.  And that 



           18    area is a really highly developed area and is getting more 



           19    highly developed.  And so there really is no other Arctic 



           20    coastal area to where these caribou would be able to go, 



           21    you know.  And as much as we have studied, as much 



           22    traditional knowledge as we have about the Porcupine 



           23    caribou herd, nobody knows what they will do.  Nobody 



           24    knows what's going to happen if they go over that mountain 



           25    and there is an industrial complex there.  Nobody knows 
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            1    what they are going to do.  They may join the other herds.  



            2    They may just scatter.  They may just be absorbed into 



            3    other areas.  They may never come back here.  



            4         These river valleys right here that cut through the 



            5    mountains, the caribou come through here because they are 



            6    heavy.  They are heavy with calves.  They are pregnant.  A 



            7    caribou calf is 40, 50 pounds.  And that mother caribou is 



            8    maybe 150 pounds.  Can you imagine that, trying to walk 



            9    through three feet of snow over the mountains?  But these 



           10    river valleys, they go all the way through to the other 



           11    side.  That's why they come here.  That's the easiest 



           12    route for them to go over to the Arctic refuge and the 



           13    coastal plain.  There is no other way.  The only other way 



           14    is for them to go 200 miles east and cut up right through 



           15    all the flats, the Porcupine River flats.  



           16         And I think the people here have shown you quite a 



           17    bit that it's a lot more than just subsistence food that 



           18    would be affected here.  It's cultural, socioeconomics.  



           19    And the hard part is that just nobody knows what they will 



           20    do.  And one of the elders told me one day that there is 



           21    three things in this world that you can never predict.  He 



           22    said you never can predict which way the wind is going to 



           23    blow.  You can never predict which way the caribou is 



           24    going to migrate.  And you never know what a woman is 



           25    thinking.
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            1                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  Before we take a 



            2    break, right before our five-minute break, Ernest will 



            3    speak just for five minutes.  



            4         I just wanted to say, you know, I'm not trying to be 



            5    disrespectful, but just to be mindful of time because 



            6    their plane has been waiting at the airport.  They don't 



            7    want to leave.  They want to hear everybody and everybody 



            8    has something to say.  We have a list of people still.  



            9    But just be mindful of how long your comments are.  That 



           10    would be helpful.  



           11                    MR. ERNEST ERICK:  Thank you for being 



           12    here, all of you, federal government, State of Alaska, 



           13    Fish & Wildlife, tribes.  I'm happy we are all here today.  



           14    You know, Joe, Secretary of Interior, you know, a number 



           15    of times they left a scar on Alaska.  And that scar is one 



           16    of the biggest oil spills there was at Valdez, you know.  



           17    And that's a big mistake they made, the federal 



           18    government, the State of Alaska, because they never did 



           19    talk to the tribe.  So the other thing is that Fish & 



           20    Wildlife, you protect so much out there in the rivers, but 



           21    you are not protecting the tribal food.  And we need to 



           22    continue doing this kind of stuff.  It's your and my 



           23    responsibility.  



           24         Once upon a time this guy went up to the pipeline and 



           25    shot it.  Over 200 to 400 gallons of crude oil wasted, 
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            1    money being wasted.  That's another scar that the federal 



            2    government and the State of Alaska made.  And the 



            3    pro-development and also Shell Alaska.  Those are the 



            4    scars that was made on Alaska because they didn't speak to 



            5    the tribe at the time.  



            6         1968 when it took nine years for the federal 



            7    government and the State of Alaska to dip into the Prudhoe 



            8    Bay because the Inupiat Indian Eskimos didn't understand 



            9    what's happening up there under their roof, under their 



           10    floor.  The roots of their land was taken from them.  



           11    Today the Native Village of Barrow are trying to be heard 



           12    out there and to the world, and they are not being heard.  



           13    They need to listen to the tribe within the state of 



           14    Alaska.  It's very important.  



           15         You left a scar for me because when Indian Country 



           16    cases came along, you dumped me because I said that we 



           17    have 229,000 recognized tribes within the state of Alaska.  



           18    That's Indian Country, Indian people, Eskimo people, 



           19    Athabascan, Haidas.  They were all there.  



           20         Don't get me wrong.  Okay?  Because national level 



           21    firefighters, oil company, Doyon, they are all letting 



           22    their land burn for nothing because they have laws, 



           23    prescribed land, unlimited areas, killing the wildlife off 



           24    for the last 40 years that we have been representing since 



           25    1988 and before memorial of time.  Those people up there, 
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            1    the leaders, the second in command -- Jimmy Roberts, that 



            2    picture up there, that's my grandfather.  He lived off the 



            3    land.  



            4         In 1910 a lot of his brothers, his forefather, his 



            5    father, they walked the land and left a footstep right on 



            6    that 1002 land.  Those are the footsteps of these 



            7    descendent people here today.  I'm very tired with the 



            8    last 30 years as a former chief back then making those 



            9    kinds of decisions over the tribe.  It's not very good.  



           10    These 300 people that the federal government, Trump 



           11    Administration, 300 people -- we have 17,000 people that 



           12    lives, that migrates inside Alaska and Canadian.  Somebody 



           13    made a border between our national Gwich'in land.  



           14         Something is going on now today.  So the national 



           15    level, the white people are making a little bit different 



           16    decision among yourself.  And coming up here, we have been 



           17    having history, documents, science.  We have our own 



           18    science in each village that -- Yukon Flats.  Yukon Flats 



           19    is over 260,000 acres one way, acres of land.  Inside of 



           20    there there is over 12 recognized community villages.  



           21    They are being affected today.  National Congress American 



           22    Indians need to wake up.  The 500 leaders need to wake up 



           23    today because we are being tricked again.  Ever since 



           24    1980 -- '68 land claim.  



           25         These are the things that affect us.  They didn't -- 
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            1    we were not part of the Land Claims Settlement Act.  We 



            2    went for the land, the subsurface title rights, fee simple 



            3    title owned by the tribe.  1.8 million acres of land that 



            4    belongs to us, our descendants and the future generation.  



            5    The waters, the headwaters, the lower waters, it all 



            6    belong to us.  What are you guys doing 300 people that 



            7    Trump Administration trying to make a decision over me?  



            8         I have learned for the last 30 years all document, 



            9    science, professional from federal government, State of 



           10    Alaska, you didn't listen to us yet.  You are killing my 



           11    birthplace of my -- where I was born, that footstep my 



           12    grandfather gave me, that mark that's identified that it 



           13    belongs to me.  It belongs to the tribe and it belongs to 



           14    the people, the descendents.  



           15         The indigenous people is very strong today because 



           16    one time once upon a time Hitler was coming.  All of us 



           17    were scared.  But the Gwich'in people were not scared 



           18    because we made a song for him.  And it stop right there.  



           19    So if you are going to deal, already made a mark on Alaska 



           20    from oil spill, from not giving us a direct scope of 



           21    progress that we need to make a little bit longer for the 



           22    tribe.  You identify maybe six or seven tribes that's 



           23    going to testify and put a comment on a piece of paper.  I 



           24    don't want that to happen.  



           25         As whole United States, the Native people within the 
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            1    state of Alaska and also the national level, we need to 



            2    hear our voice today.  We need to wake up here.  This 



            3    group of people that's discriminate me and my 20 



            4    grandchildren that I work hard and trap and hunt and fish 



            5    and that all those species that live on the Arctic 



            6    National Wildlife Refuge is their food is up there.  



            7         Only thing that federal government and the State of 



            8    Alaska and the oil company are doing is creating bacteria 



            9    to us.  We don't want that happen on our land, the tribal 



           10    land.  I have been seeing it.  I taste it.  I look at it.  



           11    I see different faces.  But my grandmother lived to 100 



           12    years old and raised me up with 11 of us.  We were little 



           13    white skin.  We were a little bit three-quarter 



           14    Athabascan.  



           15         We have a choice on land.  What kind of leadership, 



           16    what kind of direction we are going to be leading our 



           17    people.  We scope it down.  We recognize it back in 20, 30 



           18    years ago.  You guys are bringing up the same fight, same 



           19    money making -- spending all that money of government 



           20    funding, state funding to pay for a science -- one little 



           21    guy came in once upon a time with a bible kind of looking 



           22    to destroy us, but lucky we were believers.  



           23         We believe in Indian people.  We believe in our way 



           24    of life.  We believe in the Creator.  We pray for the 



           25    food, the water, the earth, the other races in our 
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            1    community and throughout the whole nation.  You guys 



            2    nearly [indiscernible] because the wilderness did that to 



            3    you.  The earthquake is coming.  The Hawaiian are having 



            4    trouble with their environment today.  What's going on 



            5    with Trump Administration today, those 300 people trying 



            6    to rule the world, trying to give the wrong 



            7    decision-making to the tribe and all its little workers.  



            8         Something is going on big here today.  There has got 



            9    to be a stop, final, no decision-making on that refuge 



           10    land, the 1002 land.  That sacred ground is very important 



           11    for the living people in the world because I need that 



           12    food just like the animals and the species.  



           13         So Joe, and also the State, the state governor, they 



           14    need to wake up a little here today.  From this day till 



           15    the next four years from now, you go through the whole 



           16    shebang of who is protecting those areas, put it on a 



           17    piece of paper and do good things.  Have a more scope of 



           18    work and a better community and better knowledge and 



           19    leadership because that leadership today is not working 



           20    for anybody.  It's just that they are spending a dollar to 



           21    make a dollar.  



           22         United States and the state of Alaska is not poor.  



           23    Think about the other opportunities out there that we 



           24    already leave those scars on.  Those opportunity -- we 



           25    need to dig that pipe up, clean up the land that you white 
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            1    people out there that destroy that.  I didn't do it.  The 



            2    tribe didn't do it.  You did it.  You clean it up.  You 



            3    bring up a percentage of opportunity, job to those 



            4    communities that needs it or to those cities.  



            5         Thank you.  



            6                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  Five-minute break.  



            7               (A break was taken.) 



            8                    MR. GIDEON JAMES:  I just want to read a 



            9    short statement I wrote.  My name is Gideon James, Arctic 



           10    Village.  Arctic Village and Venetie optioned out of ANCSA 



           11    and return the title of land to tribe, 1.38 million acres.  



           12    Throughout history, animals, ducks, fish utilize our land 



           13    ever since time immemorial.  Our people see these 



           14    migration patterns happening each year cycle and season to 



           15    season.  Proposed area to be studied is the core area that 



           16    these animals begin new life, and geese, likewise.  



           17         Tribe have clean land, water and food for these 



           18    animals and birds.  Have lakes and streams for healthy 



           19    fish to spawn and return.  Each year cycle season to 



           20    season they return.  



           21         So proposed oil and gas drilling will destroy the 



           22    birthing area for forever.  And this should not happen at 



           23    all.  Gwich'in people will continue to say no.  No.  No.  



           24    Everyone in the hall, let me see show of hands that you 



           25    agree with me.  (Hands raised.)  Let's show of hand.  We 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                       110







            1    say no.  No.  No.  



            2                    MS. JOYCE JOHN:  Good afternoon and 



            3    welcome to our tribal land and private land of our 180 -- 



            4    1.1 million acres.  And we do own the land.  We own 



            5    everything.  I like to say something about hunting and our 



            6    land and our animals and our people.  (Speaking in 



            7    Gwich'in.)



            8         I said my name is Joyce John.  I'm from Arctic 



            9    Village.  I raised up up here, and I -- my parents are 



           10    late Abraham John, Sr. and Dorothy John.  And my 



           11    grandparents are Jimmy John, my dad's side, and my mom's 



           12    side are Ezias James and Martha James.  And my great 



           13    grandparents are Reverend Albert Tritt, the one you guys 



           14    hearing all day.  And we are all one family.  We all came 



           15    from one family.  We are all brothers, sisters.  We are 



           16    all grandmas, grandpas.  



           17         In 1988 when they first got that gathering here, this 



           18    place, this hall was full, full with people, full with our 



           19    elders.  Our elders' names are down there at the Hero Park 



           20    right now.  And we are going to put more on there.  I'm 



           21    proud of those elders.  I cry for them because they put 



           22    food on table.  We walk for it.  We hunt for it.  We carry 



           23    it back.  And we pass it to these -- our children, our 



           24    grandchildren.  I'm a grandmother now.  I'm a single 



           25    parent.  I raise up my kids here, and my kids are still 
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            1    here.  They are raising up their kids.  We go out camping, 



            2    go upriver, go fishing.  We get this and that to survive.  



            3         We go on mountain.  We don't drive up.  We don't -- 



            4    we don't -- we don't drive up on the four-wheeler in those 



            5    days.  We got dog teams.  We let the dogs carry stuff for 



            6    us.  We got our backs.  The Creator gave us all this to 



            7    take care of it.  Gave us the legs to walk on, to sleep on 



            8    the land, to smell the plants, hear the birds, look at the 



            9    nice blue waters.  



           10         Our lakes are clean.  Our rivers are clean.  We -- 



           11    we -- we breathe in nice clear air.  We own all that.  If 



           12    you guys open ANWR or open to drill, I think about my 



           13    great-great-grandkids.  I think of them.  What are they 



           14    going to do?  Where are they going to turn to?  The store 



           15    is not going to help them.  The money is not going to help 



           16    them.  I'm 50 -- I'm 54 years old.  Every year of my 



           17    lifetime I live up on the mountain with all these kids.  



           18    Kids even don't have parents that they go up and we teach 



           19    them.  We want to learn.  We want to do it.  We help them.  



           20    We teach them.  We tell them every little part.  Why are 



           21    we holding this?  Our grandparents taught us everything:  



           22    Our language, the ways of our life, the way we speak, the 



           23    way we stand.  



           24         Yeah, everybody said we are poor.  No.  We are rich 



           25    inside.  We want you people to know where we came from.  
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            1    We didn't came from there from yesterday.  We were here 



            2    thousands and thousands of years.  Look in the Tanana 



            3    side.  They are crying over there.  They want to be here 



            4    to survive.  In 1988 we testified here, right here in this 



            5    building.  A lot of our elders cried, crying because this 



            6    today, we are going to see it and we are here.  



            7         Please take our words.  Take it back down.  Tell them 



            8    we say no.  No drilling.  Think about your guys' 



            9    grandkids.  Maybe in the future your grandkids might come 



           10    up and live among us.  And they will be Indians.  They 



           11    will come back knowing how to be Indian.  Honestly.  We 



           12    got a lot of nonNative here.  They come back.  They live 



           13    among us.  They live like us.  They work with us.  They 



           14    tell us this and that.  I'm proud of them.  And since 



           15    1988, the elders wrote a treaty.  And I hope you guys 



           16    found that treaty and work on that.  



           17         Another one is -- is I'm worried about my future.  



           18    I'm not worried about me.  I'm worried about these young 



           19    kids.  They will be elders.  They will be elders.  They 



           20    will be leaders.  They will have more generations to come 



           21    which we won't see.  And they will see these -- they will 



           22    see all this.  Look at the trees out there.  1988, those 



           23    trees weren't there.  They were small.  It grew up with 



           24    us.  We live with it.  It give us medicine.  Same thing 



           25    what caribou eats.  It helps them live healthy way of 
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            1    life.  



            2         Look at all of us.  Every day we eat our food.  We 



            3    don't get sick.  We get more power.  We get more strength 



            4    to go on, to teach our kids what we know about our 



            5    ancestors.  



            6         I could say more, but I'm worried about our 



            7    generation.  And please go back and take what the people 



            8    said here on behalf of all the tribes.  And please include 



            9    the Canadian because that's where our most our relatives 



           10    are, like the most -- some of these people say in 1988 



           11    when they came over, they haven't seen their relatives 



           12    over 50 years.  They cry.  They sing.  They dance.  They 



           13    hold each other, laugh.  They tell each other their 



           14    childhood stories.  They remember going traveling back and 



           15    forth.  



           16         And what would that -- like Debbie said, I sit by the 



           17    campfire.  I build fire outside.  We all do.  We cook 



           18    outside.  That's what all -- we like to smell our smoke.  



           19    I bet you when you guys go home, you guys going to 



           20    smell -- miss that smelling and smell of that caribou 



           21    meat.  



           22         This one lady came up from Lower 48, live among us 



           23    and wanted to learn our language -- I mean, our ways of 



           24    life.  She was here like two weeks, and that woman, she 



           25    put her jacket in her Ziploc bag, say I'm going to take 
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            1    this home and just smell, and every year on Christmas I'm 



            2    going to smell it, and I'll remember you people.  Yeah.  



            3         There is a lot of people out there helping us to 



            4    open -- to hear our words.  So please take it back and say 



            5    no, no, no.  No, no, no.  Okay.  Mahsi'.  



            6                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  All right.  Just a 



            7    quick reminder, if everybody can shorten their comments so 



            8    that we just get your main points so we have a chance for 



            9    everyone to speak.  Grandpa Gideon said so.  



           10                    MS. KAYLA NIKOLAI:  My name is Kayla 



           11    Nikolai.  I'm from Arctic Village.  They shouldn't drill 



           12    because caribou means a lot to us.  One of you are going 



           13    to lose something or someone in your life because I lost 



           14    someone in my life that I will miss till the day we meet 



           15    again.  And I don't want to lose the caribou because they 



           16    are important to us.  So don't drill.  



           17         Thank you.  



           18                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  Next there is David, 



           19    Jr., Winston, Keely.  



           20                    MS. KEELY O'CONNELL:  Hi.  I'm Keely 



           21    O'Connell.  I am a teacher here, and I am absolutely 



           22    humbled to be speaking after these amazing activists, 



           23    particularly my own students, who I'm so proud of.  



           24         What I wanted to say was that I have nothing to add 



           25    scientifically or sort of special social knowledge or 
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            1    anything like that, but having lived and worked in Arctic 



            2    Village and Venetie for the past four years, I can say 



            3    that I have learned vast amounts of important stuff from 



            4    the kids that I work with and that their cultural values 



            5    of cooperation and forgiveness have something to teach 



            6    everybody in the world, especially white people and sort 



            7    of western culture and the dominant culture in the United 



            8    States, and that harming the environment that this culture 



            9    and these people depend on would cost everyone that -- 



           10    that opportunity to learn.  



           11         So I absolutely stand with the Gwich'in people on 



           12    this matter.  



           13                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  All right.  Has David, 



           14    Jr. or Winston come up yet?  Jerrald?  Jerrald John.  



           15    Galen Gilbert.  



           16                    MR. GALEN GILBERT:  Hi.  My name is Galen 



           17    Gilbert.  I am 30 years old and I lived in Arctic Village 



           18    all my life.  I'm a former council member and a former 



           19    chief of 2015.  I ran for one year, and now I have a 



           20    family.  I have a big family now.  I have three girls, and 



           21    I'm just a full-time father now.  



           22         And our -- again, like for the hundredth time 



           23    probably for today, caribou is our main source of food.  



           24    And that ain't no lie.  My cousin Daniel was up here 



           25    talking about the caribou and his girls picking that over 
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            1    candy.  That's -- that's 100 percent true with my girls, 



            2    too, because caribou it's so unexplainable, I mean, in how 



            3    it's part of us.  We have to have it every day and 



            4    including every season.  My grandfather Trimble Gilbert 



            5    also said to me and to my girls, always feed them 



            6    (Gwich'in word).  That's Native food and -- because he 



            7    said I want them to be strong and I want them to eat just 



            8    Native food.  So I'm holding that word and I'm standing by 



            9    that word till the day I die.  



           10         And also you guys come up here and live one year up 



           11    here, yeah, I think you guys would stand by with us.  And 



           12    I just want to end this by saying you come live with us 



           13    one year, yeah.  You might like it.  You might not.  But I 



           14    guarantee you will be Indianized.  



           15         Thank you.  



           16                    MR. WINSTON ERICK:  My name is Winston 



           17    Erick.  I've just got a couple things to say about caribou 



           18    and people and the Neets'aii Gwich'in.  I'm originally 



           19    from Fort Yukon and Venetie.  I have been here since 2013.  



           20    I participate in quite a bit of hunting and gathering 



           21    since I have been here over five years, and I got to know 



           22    the -- I got -- I'm not down, but I mean, I'm getting to 



           23    be a decent hunter and I'm trying to respect, but I -- my 



           24    time here hunting, I -- the respect between the Neets'aii 



           25    and caribou are pretty powerful.  And I saw it two or 
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            1    three times, and it just opened my eyes since I have been 



            2    up this way.  



            3         And I think, you know, like, why would you want to 



            4    destroy such a beautiful -- I think that's just a one time 



            5    thing, too, so -- and that's all I want to say.  



            6         Thank you.  



            7                    MR. JERRALD JOHN:  Hi.  My name is 



            8    Jerrald, and I'm from here, this beautiful land.  I grew 



            9    up here.  I have been a hunter all my life.  And if you 



           10    could look out the window, I have traveled as far as you 



           11    can see.  And I have hunted sheep.  I have hunted moose.  



           12    I even made fish traps to capture fish.  And you guys 



           13    heard it from the old.  You guys heard it from our youth.  



           14    And what they are going to do up there to me personally is 



           15    not right.  



           16         And it's just not caribou that's being affected.  



           17    There is wildlife such as snow geese.  And if you think 



           18    about it, snow geese travels all over the mid U.S. 



           19    where -- all the way from Utah, all the way from South 



           20    Dakota, North Dakota.  There is geese that travel that 



           21    far.  There is birds from Antarctica that travel here up 



           22    there.  There is birds that come from Washington, D.C. 



           23    There is birds from Texas.  There is birds from 



           24    Madagascar.  There is birds from New Zealand.  Now, the 



           25    list goes on.  
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            1         I say that they should have a say in this too, these 



            2    other countries.  These are their birds, too.  And I -- 



            3    like I said, I have been here all my life.  And I really 



            4    depend upon the caribou.  



            5         And Joe, Steve, you guys seen the prices at our 



            6    store.  I see you take a picture of our steak, you know.  



            7    Can you feed your family constantly on -- maybe you can, 



            8    you know.  Maybe with your salary cap, yeah.  But can you?  



            9    You know, so guarantee you 100 percent if you were living 



           10    here, you would be hunting alongside us to feed your 



           11    families.  Right?  Think of your brother.  Think of your 



           12    sister.  Think of their -- think of your nieces, you know.  



           13         Me personally, I hunt for this whole community here.  



           14    I have done it countless times.  And for instance, this 



           15    coming spring I harvest a lot of birds and I handed out 



           16    birds to every single elder in here.  And I could harvest 



           17    at least ten in a night and I'll give out nine, and I'll 



           18    eat one myself and just keep doing it over and over.  



           19         And right now we are like all other villages.  We are 



           20    waiting for the breakup of the rivers, which has happened 



           21    since you guys have been here.  The river is breaking up.  



           22    When the river rises, that's when fish travels.  And when 



           23    it lowers, that's when we try to harvest as much fish as 



           24    possible for winter.  And our winters are long, dark and 



           25    cold.  We are talking 60 below weather, 65.  







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                       119







            1         You know, there is guys in here that could testify to 



            2    it that we are spending $64 on five gallons just to dilute 



            3    it with two-cycle oil.  Now, we spend $62 on gas.  And as 



            4    you can see at every house here, we have chimneys, right?  



            5    And a lot of us guys go out into the cold to harvest wood 



            6    to heat families.  



            7         And alongside that, we go on long trips in these 



            8    mountains.  We will go four or five mountains back just to 



            9    look for caribou at one point.  And we will stay out there 



           10    a couple days and come back.  Then we will try that way if 



           11    there is nothing.  And a lot of times we see a lot of 



           12    caribou coming up over this way.  



           13         And you could just see it in all the young guys.  



           14    When the caribou come, there is just this great 



           15    anticipation, and they head up there to the mountain.  You 



           16    know, whatever reserves of money they have, they spend it 



           17    on a little bit of food to stay out there.  The only way 



           18    to get it is to stay out there.  And a lot of times it is 



           19    so remote that you need -- you know, you have to be on 



           20    foot.  You know, you can't get there with an ATV.  You 



           21    will be on foot.  You will be packing your meat out.  And 



           22    when you come back to camp, you will see little kids and 



           23    elders happy, you know.  That's our hard work doing it for 



           24    them.  And that's just one day, you know.  It's year-round 



           25    around here that we are constantly outside, constantly 
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            1    walking.  



            2         And like right now there no caribou, right?  There is 



            3    nothing.  We could all of us could go for a walk and see 



            4    nothing.  They are all up there on the coastal plain 



            5    having their young.  They are having their babies.  And 



            6    right now there is a lot of waterfowl heading up there 



            7    right now.  



            8         And like I said, it's just wrong, you know, going up 



            9    there.  I have families and friends that actually worked 



           10    up there, you know, as you heard before.  They said they 



           11    have no regard for the land up there.  You know, I have a 



           12    -- one of my younger friends that I helped grow up, he's 



           13    up there.  I talk to him.  What you been up to up there?  



           14    Oh, I just been cleaning three weeks straight.  What -- 



           15    well, what are you cleaning?  Trash.  All right.  There is 



           16    trash up there.  You know, there is, like, total 



           17    disregard.  I have family and friends that are telling me 



           18    this.  



           19         And like I said, they've got to have people on site 



           20    making sure that they are doing sufficient right.  And 



           21    it's not right that -- you know, like I said, if there is 



           22    hydraulic fuel, hey, that's contamination, right?  



           23         Like I said, it just -- I'm really worried about not 



           24    just the caribou, but the other species that we really 



           25    depend upon, you know, like waterfowl right now.  For 
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            1    instance, as soon as this stuff is over, I got plans with 



            2    some of my friends here to go and head out.  As soon as 



            3    this meeting is done, I'm heading out to go harvest some 



            4    birds, plain and simple.  



            5         And yeah.  That's all I got to say.  I just hope you 



            6    guys make the right decision, not just for me, but for all 



            7    United States so they could experience -- you know, when 



            8    they experience tens of thousands of caribou, you don't 



            9    want them to disappear, you know.  There was millions of 



           10    buffalo.  Now there is less than 1,000.  And think about 



           11    the white rhino.  There is no more white rhino.  



           12         You know, it's -- it's wrong, you know.  They got to 



           13    start -- we got to start protecting stuff.  And this is 



           14    what we are doing right now.  We are protecting our 



           15    caribou.  You know, I don't know if any of you guys heard 



           16    of the white rhino, but there is none.  Nothing.  You 



           17    know, there is little babies in here that probably would 



           18    never -- like, what is a white rhino?  I don't want a 



           19    little boy saying, oh, what was a caribou, you know.  



           20         They used to -- they are still roaming this land.  



           21    It's like down there on the grass plains, you know, there 



           22    used to be millions of buffalo.  Now you can't even see a 



           23    herd of 100.  It's -- you know, it's kind of scary to me.  



           24    And I just don't want my future generations to, you know, 



           25    not -- lose our caribou.  You know, that's what we eat, 
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            1    you know.  It's like you guys' moose that you harvest, you 



            2    know, you don't want that to disappear.  You don't want 



            3    nothing to disappear.  



            4         Just me telling you from what I experience and seen 



            5    and heard, and that's all I got to say.  Just make sure 



            6    you guys make the right decision.  



            7                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  Okay.  So we have -- 



            8    we still have probably about ten more people on the list, 



            9    and we only have, like, 30 minutes.  So if we can keep 



           10    comments two to three minutes.  Not trying to be 



           11    disrespectful, but everybody wants to say something.  



           12                    MR. DAVID SMITH, JR.:  I know it's been a 



           13    long day.  I feel it myself.  But my name is David Smith, 



           14    Jr.  I'm second chief, Arctic Village.  



           15         Along with the caribou migration and the area that 



           16    they plan to drill, like Jerrald said, with waterfowl, 



           17    just as you guys get excited to see Christmas, New Year's, 



           18    Halloween, if your kids get excited, we get excited when 



           19    the animals come around.  When the caribou come, you will 



           20    see more people up on the mountain than you will here at 



           21    the community hall.  



           22         Just last week it was my birthday, my 21st birthday.  



           23    Instead of going to a bar, going out and doing something, 



           24    I was out there hunting.  The present I got was what we 



           25    call hun'luck, was a bird that we hadn't seen yet and 
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            1    Jerrald shot it and presented it to me.  That was my 



            2    birthday gift.  That's what I appreciate.  I being out on 



            3    the land and I appreciate what my forefathers fought to 



            4    protect and what I'm going to fight to protect.  



            5         So as long as I'm still up, I'm not going to stand 



            6    down for the caribou.  They protect us.  They provide for 



            7    us.  And when they are in danger, we are going to protect 



            8    them.  We are going to provide for them.  They can't come 



            9    here.  They can't go to court.  They can't speak.  So we 



           10    will speak for them.  



           11         Thank you.  



           12                    MR. CHARLIE SWANEY:  I'll try to make this 



           13    as fast as I can.  I have a few things to say, but they 



           14    tell me we are running out of time.  My name is Charlie 



           15    Swaney.  I've lived here almost 30 years with my wife.  



           16    I've helped her raise a family here.  These past few 



           17    years, me and my wife have been blessed with four precious 



           18    grandkids.  Now with the grandkids, that's what I have 



           19    been focusing on more than ever right now, trying to teach 



           20    them the outdoors.  



           21         I've lived out in the outdoors all my entire life.  



           22    50 years I have been out hunting caribou, skinning 



           23    caribou, cutting them up, bringing them home, putting food 



           24    on the table.  And I'm trying to teach them that.  Not 



           25    just them, but others.  I'm here for these kids.  I speak 
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            1    for these kids.  The ones that can't come up here and talk 



            2    right now, I'm speaking for them.  I speak for them with 



            3    my heart.  



            4         Back in -- back in 2002 -- I mean '92, two elders 



            5    came up to me, and they sat down with me at our house and 



            6    they asked me if I could speak for them.  They told me 



            7    that I'm good with -- with English language, and I 



            8    understand a little bit better than -- how, you know, 



            9    explaining how things are explained and then I sit down 



           10    and explain it to them.  But they asked me to talk for 



           11    them.  And that's when I started coming up on a microphone 



           12    or in front of a camera and start talking.  And over the 



           13    years I've learned better ways of doing that.  



           14         I've taken a lot of people out:  Smithsonian 



           15    magazine, Field & Stream, NBC News.  I've taken them all 



           16    out.  I've shown them our lifestyle here.  They have come 



           17    up here because they hear the threat of oil development in 



           18    the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, and that's why they 



           19    came here.  One thing that's different, though, is when 



           20    you see pictures of this place or you see it on video it's 



           21    way different than when you see it with your own eyes.  



           22         Back when Frank Murkowski was our senator, one time 



           23    he got up on the Senate floor in front of all his 



           24    colleagues and he held up a white piece of paper like 



           25    this, and he said, this is the Arctic National Wildlife 
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            1    Refuge.  This is what he had in front of them.  Look out 



            2    there.  That don't look like this.  That's what he said in 



            3    front of all his colleagues right there on Senate floor.  



            4    I remember that.  I'll never forget that.  



            5         These people here, they speak from their heart.  They 



            6    speak from their mind.  They have -- for thousands and 



            7    thousands of years they have relied on the caribou that 



            8    comes through here so they could eat.  Just recently we 



            9    seen thousands of caribou going by here, going by here for 



           10    one reason and one reason only:  That's to get up to the 



           11    calving grounds up there.  They are migrating up there, 



           12    and that's where they are now.  



           13         And I wish it was possible that all of you could fly 



           14    up there and see all those caribou up there because it's a 



           15    site you will never forget.  I had an opportunity to do 



           16    that one time.  There was 80,000 caribou there, and I 



           17    still see it in my mind.  That's something you will never 



           18    forget.  And that goes to show just how many caribou go 



           19    there for one reason.  And that's not just them.  All the 



           20    different species of birds.  I mean, birds that come from 



           21    thousands and thousands of miles just to go up there to 



           22    have their young.  That's -- that's how precious that 



           23    place is to these animals and to these birds.  



           24         I know -- I know for a fact if oil development took 



           25    place up there, they are going to go somewhere else.  And 
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            1    if they do go somewhere else, we are not going to see them 



            2    come through here anymore or when they come back from 



            3    there, migrating back through here.  I know that's not 



            4    going to happen anymore.  



            5         In the fall time, like a lady up here earlier said, 



            6    when they come back through here, they let the leaders go 



            7    through, and then after that people go up there to the 



            8    camps and make camp and -- but when the caribou show up 



            9    here, they finally start showing up, you look at people's 



           10    attitudes here.  Their attitude changed.  The caribou are 



           11    here.  They know they are going to eat good again.  You 



           12    see it in everybody, even those kids.  They know they are 



           13    going to eat good again.  That's their lifestyle that's 



           14    been their lifestyle, and that's the way they want to keep 



           15    it.  You know, money -- money isn't everything.  



           16         Right here you go out in the woods somewhere, you get 



           17    stuck, all the money in the world ain't going to help you.  



           18    But the caribou or the fish or the ducks or whatever that 



           19    go by, there's one thing that everybody has to do, 



           20    everybody.  They have to eat.  You can't eat money.  



           21    That's why it's so important to us.  That's why when I -- 



           22    when we mention about money, money isn't everything.  You 



           23    know, it may look that they're poor, really poor here and 



           24    all, but this is a rich lifestyle we live here.  Healthy.  



           25         As Myra was saying, when she goes up to the other 
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            1    places and they see all these health problems, we don't 



            2    have that here because there is no pollution here.  You go 



            3    down to that river and the water or the lakes here, you 



            4    get a cup, you dip it out and you drink it.  You can't go 



            5    to Fairbanks and do that at Chena River or you can't go to 



            6    Anchorage and do that at Campbell Creek.  No way.  But you 



            7    can still do that here, and that's what they continue to 



            8    want to do.  



            9         Now, one thing I don't really understand right now is 



           10    I don't know why some Canadian people couldn't come over 



           11    here and talk for you because they depend on this caribou 



           12    just as much as these people here do.  I don't understand 



           13    why they are being left out.  You know, they are -- the 



           14    Gwich'in people, just like these people are here, and that 



           15    part I don't understand.  Why aren't they -- some of them 



           16    that were able to be here so you could hear their words 



           17    about over there.  You heard from one of them here 



           18    earlier, but I don't think -- I don't think that's right 



           19    to just have it mainly in Alaska because Canada is the 



           20    biggest part of their life over there, too.  And I don't 



           21    think that's right.  



           22         But one last thing that -- one last thing that I will 



           23    tell you.  Everybody in here knows it.  One last thing 



           24    I'll tell you is if the coastal plains up there, the 



           25    birthing grounds are left alone, one thing we do know is 
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            1    the caribou and all these different species of birds will 



            2    continue to go back there to give birth to their young 



            3    where they take their first breath of fresh air, their 



            4    first step on earth, their first bite to eat, where they 



            5    learn to walk, where they learn to run.  Everything.  All 



            6    that happens up there.  And if it's left alone, that will 



            7    continue.  That's one thing we do know.  



            8         I thank you for coming, and thank you for listing to 



            9    the few words that I had to say.  Thank you.  



           10                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  Edward.  



           11                    MR. EDWARD SAM:  Good afternoon.  To the 



           12    panel, I wish you would have a good heart and listen to 



           13    all these important speeches.  From 1988 with different 



           14    panels we have expressed the same view.  So we are doing 



           15    same thing.  I hope you are listening.  There is so much 



           16    things to say and so much important things that have been 



           17    discussed, from the elders from the past, elders that 



           18    passes, deceases.  



           19         My mind never changed opposing oil development, and 



           20    it stands.  And I'm with all my tribes and I'm glad you 



           21    are giving me this opportunity to speak to you.  I'm an 



           22    environmentalist.  I'm a biologist.  And we try to keep 



           23    everything healthy around our area where the waterfowls 



           24    will come back.  The caribou won't change its migratory 



           25    route.  We are really sensitive on all these matters where 
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            1    we don't lose contact with the caribou.  



            2         You know, we have been -- from archeology findings, 



            3    from 26,000 years that we have been finding in the 



            4    headwaters on Canadian side, Old Crow River.  Before it 



            5    was hard to get information like that.  In order to get 



            6    information like artifacts from the headwaters of Crow 



            7    River, and we have to go through the Canadian embassy, the 



            8    American embassy just to pass along a simple paper that -- 



            9    the findings.  And since then, so 1984, President Reagan 



           10    passed into law Freedom of Information Act.  That give a 



           11    big [indiscernible] opening the pages of what we stand 



           12    for.  



           13         We found some -- a lot of decline in waterfowl.  30, 



           14    40 years ago there was plenty.  Like oil spill, Exxon 



           15    Valdez, it's never been cleaned.  They just -- they just 



           16    cleaned the surface.  And there are still side effects 



           17    from that.  A couple years ago the Deep Horizon [sic] oil 



           18    drilling in New Mexico, how many millions of oil that 



           19    dispersed into the ocean?  I believe some of that oil that 



           20    affected that coastal area where the waterfowl and the 



           21    geese survived during the winter before their migratory 



           22    route.  So I blame the oil company for messing up 



           23    everything.  



           24         Like right now even if they open and develop the -- 



           25    the oil up there at ANWR or 1002, we still going to pay 
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            1    $10 a gallon.  I don't think it will change.  Since 1977 



            2    when the first -- first oil flow, there is over two 



            3    million barrels a day that goes 90 miles west of Arctic 



            4    Village going through.  The lowest was 250,000 -- that's a 



            5    couple years ago -- that's flowing through.  But we still 



            6    get the same answer.  We -- we still have to pay $10 a 



            7    gallon, $15 for a quart of oil for a fuel mixer.  When you 



            8    got no job, it's pretty hard.  So I want to ask you 



            9    that -- my vote for opening or drilling on ANWR is 



           10    absolutely no.  



           11         Okay.  Thank you.  Have a safe trip home.  



           12         My name is Edward Sam.  I'm here in Arctic Village.  



           13    I'm a resident here all my life.  Thank you and have a 



           14    safe trip home.                



           15                    MR. ANTONIO SISTO:  My name is Antonio 



           16    Sisto.  I'm the grandson of Albert Tritt.  What I've got 



           17    to say is I have stories.  I have -- this one is still to 



           18    be told.  That story is not for you, but my grandkids.  



           19    Living in the Arctic and Venetie in the past five years, 



           20    moving back to the tribal lands of our people, Gwich'in, I 



           21    feel alive.  I feel happy to be here with my people and 



           22    stand with them.  The beautiful thing about this land is 



           23    the power that can't be explained.  My wife and my sons 



           24    are here, and we are happy.  And my sons, they will -- 



           25    they will hunt.  And when things are at its worst, we will 
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            1    have fresh biscuits and fresh meat.  



            2         I am proud to help and understand what we don't know 



            3    and to show you what you don't understand about this land.  



            4    The feeling of life on the hill of Arctic Village is a 



            5    beautiful place.  There is no words to explain.  It's not 



            6    any -- any website, and the feeling is magic.  I just want 



            7    to say thank you and Mahsi' Choo.  



            8                    MS. KATE HOLLANDSWORTH:  Hi.  I'm Kate 



            9    Hollandsworth.  I grew up here in Arctic Village.  I'm 25 



           10    years old -- so growing up here, it's hard to explain.  I 



           11    can't -- it's been amazing.  This is my baby right here, 



           12    Ryker.  I was maybe about three months old [sic] with him 



           13    when I went out hunting for caribou.  And I believe I made 



           14    him strong already by doing that.  I plan on doing it 



           15    years from now and again this fall.  I know women before 



           16    me and I pray for women after me to keep hunting while 



           17    they are pregnant with their babies, with their 



           18    grandbabies.  



           19         I'm up here speaking for my baby.  He can't really 



           20    talk too well, but I'm up here speaking for him.  I want a 



           21    future for him to learn our way of life, not in a 



           22    classroom, not in a building; up there in the mountains, 



           23    in the trees, in the fresh air.  I believe that's the only 



           24    way to learn our way of life.  And as -- as Galen 



           25    mentioned earlier, if you were to be here for a year, 
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            1    maybe even a month or two, you would be Indianized.  I 



            2    have proof of that.  



            3         My dad -- my dad came up here 20-something years ago 



            4    from Missouri, and he's never left once.  He built us a 



            5    house, me a cabin, and all kinds of things.  And I just -- 



            6    I pray and hope that we can keep it that way, not just for 



            7    us, not just for the future, but for the past.  I mean, 



            8    people have been fighting for years, and we all -- we are 



            9    all still fighting.  And we are not going to stop.  I just 



           10    pray and hope that we can keep it that way and just keep 



           11    everything safe as far as the caribou, the moose, 



           12    everything.  



           13         I just -- I hope you guys respect our wishes and hear 



           14    everyone out on what we would like to -- how we would like 



           15    to keep our land.  Thank you.  



           16                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  If everybody doesn't 



           17    mind, I have a young gentleman that keeps coming up, so 



           18    I'll give him a minute.  



           19                    MR. ALEXANDER STEVENS:  My name is 



           20    Alexander Stevens.  I come from Fairbanks, Alaska.  I'm 



           21    standing up here right now because if you drill, it's not 



           22    like cutting off a bit of your finger.  It's not going to 



           23    heal back.  It's going to stay.  It's going to stay like 



           24    that forever.  So just don't drill.  It's not a good idea.  



           25    And it's not just the caribou you are affecting; it's all 
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            1    the other animals in that area, too; all the birds.  And 



            2    which one is a more valuable resource:  The way -- our 



            3    culture, the way the culture moves or oil?  



            4         So if you wanted to protect something valuable, you 



            5    should protect the culture.  And I am ten years old.  



            6                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  We had no idea what 



            7    this kid was going to say when I gave him the mic.  Good 



            8    job.  



            9         Robbie.  



           10                    MR. ROBBIE MARTIN:  Hi.  I'm Robbie from 



           11    Venetie, but I have been living here in Arctic Village.  



           12    My parents are Shayna Tritt and James Martin.  And my dad 



           13    taught me how to cook over a campfire into the woods.  I 



           14    learned how to cook ducks and cut the caribou and use some 



           15    of the parts to cook over the fire.  And I'm 13 years old.  



           16    It's a blessing to have.  I don't want to lose or throw 



           17    that away.  



           18         It's hurting to think that the oil companies are 



           19    trying to take over on what we have, such as our land, 



           20    animals, but we rely on most importantly the caribou.  



           21         Thank you for listening.  



           22                    MS. CHARLENE STERN:  Good afternoon.  



           23    (Speaking in Gwich'in.)  My name is Charlene Stern.  My 



           24    parents are Florence Newman and Peter Stern.  My 



           25    grandparents are the late James and Maggie Gilbert of 
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            1    Vashraii K'oo.  That's where I come from.  



            2         So you know, a lot of this proposal has to do with 



            3    the leasing program.  And yet our people have been talking 



            4    about exploration and development.  And I understand that, 



            5    you know, depending on the outcome of this EIS, there is 



            6    potential for a bigger EIS in the future regarding 



            7    development.  But I think what you have to understand even 



            8    in this process is, for us they're both related and that 



            9    we see this proposal as a foot in the door.  And to us 



           10    that is a threat, a direct threat.  And so we oppose that.  



           11    We have opposed that for over 30 years.  And I think, you 



           12    know, you have judged the sentiment from the room that we 



           13    have a no-compromise position on some of those pieces.  



           14         As our hunters, as our leaders, as our elders, as our 



           15    youth have spoken, what you are really hearing from is not 



           16    just the people of Arctic Village and Venetie.  You're 



           17    hearing from caribou experts.  You're hearing from caribou 



           18    biologists.  You're hearing from wildlife biologists.  



           19    You're hearing from botanists.  That's the level of skill 



           20    and training and knowledge that they hold.  They might not 



           21    hold a degree from a western institution, but that's that 



           22    level of knowledge.  And I think it's important that we 



           23    respect that.  



           24         They also, in addition to having that expertise, are 



           25    managers of these resources.  We have been managing the 
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            1    caribou.  We have been managing the moose in this area.  



            2    We have been managing the fish, the wildlife, the 



            3    waterfowl for as long as we have been here.  Whenever our 



            4    hunters make a decision about harvesting, they are 



            5    practicing active management.  When they decide not to 



            6    shoot the first leaders that come through, they are 



            7    practicing active management.  When they decide to take a 



            8    bull and not a cow, they are practicing active management.  



            9         And so I want to make that record clear because I 



           10    think sometimes there is this notion that our management 



           11    is not enough, that we are not qualified as biologists, 



           12    that we always need these experts from western 



           13    institutions to affirm our knowledge that we know based on 



           14    many, many generations.  So I'll make that clear.  



           15         Our people -- it's hard to describe because you guys 



           16    just see the village as it is now.  But when I think about 



           17    my grandparents, they lived all across this land, all 



           18    across these mountains, all across these lakes and rivers.  



           19    And there are many times where the animals weren't there 



           20    when they needed them.  And our people faced starvation, 



           21    you know.  My mom tells a story.  She grew up -- she was 



           22    born out here on the land, not in a hospital.  And she 



           23    tells a story about one time they ran out of food, and so 



           24    her mom, who was blind, went to the cache, and she was 



           25    literally scraping crumbs from our dry meat off our -- our 
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            1    caribou from the cracks in the cache to make a soup broth 



            2    out of them for our family to continue living.  That's the 



            3    kind of hard lives that people our -- where we come from.  



            4         I also want to just say something about my 



            5    grandmother.  She was a story teller, a traditional 



            6    knowledge keeper, Maggie Gilbert.  And she once told us 



            7    this story, this dream that she had.  And this dream was 



            8    her walking in the mountain, and she came across one of 



            9    the caribou, the leaders, the old bulls, and he just 



           10    looked so poor and his fur was coming out, and he looked 



           11    very unhealthy.  And she spoke to him.  And our people 



           12    believe that we have a relationship, especially back then 



           13    where we could understand the caribou and they could 



           14    understand us.  



           15         And she asked him in our language what was wrong with 



           16    him, and he turned around and he said, there is no caribou 



           17    following me.  There is no caribou following me.  And so 



           18    when Faith was talking about prophecies, that's a 



           19    prophesy.  



           20         And so when we hear about this leasing program, 



           21    that's the fear.  You know, like I said, you guys think, 



           22    well, you know, depending on this, there may be a later 



           23    EIS, but this -- this scares us, this proposal.  



           24         I want to make a clarification.  A lot of our people 



           25    have talked about the birthplace of the caribou.  We are 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                       137







            1    talking about the calving grounds and the post calving 



            2    grounds.  I want to make sure that that's in the record.  



            3         I think that our people are looking forward to 



            4    participating as cooperating agencies, our tribes in this 



            5    process.  We are also very much interested in the Section 



            6    106 process.  We are the ones that have the knowledge, our 



            7    elders and our tribal leaders, about our traditional 



            8    cultural properties.  And because we have lived all over 



            9    these lands -- north, south, east and west of here -- 



           10    there are many traditional cultural properties that have 



           11    already been documented, but there's many, many more that 



           12    have yet to be documented.  And so we look forward to 



           13    being able to work together to make sure that those are 



           14    documented in this process.  



           15         So those are just a couple things that I wanted to 



           16    say.  Mahsi' Choo.  Thank you very much.  



           17                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  We have another young 



           18    gentleman.  



           19                    MR. MARK JUNIOR:  My name is Mark Junior, 



           20    and I'm nine years old.  And I don't want them to take 



           21    away the caribou because we love them a lot and we don't 



           22    want them to go away, ever.  We want them to stay here.  



           23    So please don't take them away.  Mahsi' Choo.  



           24                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  All right.  Is there 



           25    anybody else that wanted to -- Carrie?  I believe Carrie 
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            1    is the last person, unless somebody else wants to.  



            2         Thank you guys for sticking around.  



            3                    MS. CARRIE STEVENS:  My comments are maybe 



            4    only about 45 minutes.  It's brief.  



            5         My name is Carrie Stevens, and I first came to live 



            6    in Arctic Village in 1999.  And from there I was very -- 



            7    very blessed to have that opportunity.  So I thank Arctic 



            8    Village for always welcoming me, taking care of me and my 



            9    son.  They are the most gracious people, if you haven't 



           10    noticed.  There aren't very many places on earth that are 



           11    left that are like this.  Maybe on our hands we can look 



           12    at intact ecosystems that are still in relationship with 



           13    indigenous peoples.  I do not take this lightly.  



           14         This is one of the last great places on our earth 



           15    that we sit with holy people.  We hear that many times.  



           16    There is -- one of the only historic sites in our state is 



           17    here, and it is a church.  Their stories carry that 



           18    spirit.  And so I always have to recognize that and this 



           19    deep relationship with the world around them and the 



           20    ecosystem.  And you have heard that all day.  



           21         So I'm very, very concerned about the scoping 



           22    process, the EIS process, the 106, the 810 processes.  I 



           23    understand you have a mandate.  That's a law that you 



           24    didn't write that was passed.  However, it is still within 



           25    your hands to ensure that the best possible job is done, 
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            1    that it is the most comprehensive, holistic, thorough 



            2    study.  I urge you desperately not to rush and not to make 



            3    haste in this work because that really truly is on you.  



            4         As you can tell, this is the lives of these people.  



            5    This is the lives of their relatives, the caribou.  And 



            6    yesterday I grew very concerned about the limit of the 



            7    scope of the impact, particularly as it relates to 



            8    subsistence or ways of life.  



            9         We know that this is the largest refuge in the United 



           10    States, although Steve and the Yukon Delta refuge might 



           11    have wrestling matches over that, I hear.  It's maybe a 



           12    few acres here or there.  And it's one of three in our 



           13    entire country that is a managed remotely.  There is a 



           14    sign at the airport.  



           15         You know that, as we just heard from Dr. Stern, this 



           16    is a room full of doctors.  And no one has the knowledge 



           17    that they have related to this place.  



           18         Yesterday again I grew very concerned about 



           19    misinformation regarding the ANILCA 810 analysis and the 



           20    limitation of that scope and the limitation of the scope 



           21    of the work.  The birthing grounds and nurseries of the 



           22    coastal plain feed far more than this community, than the 



           23    Venetie community, than the Fort Yukon community.  Fort 



           24    Yukon is not standing up for their brothers and sisters.  



           25    They are direct harvesters, and it is shown that large 
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            1    percentage of households across the Yukon flats rely on 



            2    the Porcupine caribou herd:  Trade networks, social 



            3    networks, spiritual networks, cultural networks.  This has 



            4    been documented numerous times.  We shouldn't even have to 



            5    debate the level of scoping that should be taking place.  



            6         Now, that's just Porcupine caribou.  So I desperately 



            7    urge you to consider those communities as scoping 



            8    communities and within your ANILCA 810 analysis and your 



            9    historic 106 analysis.  The chief -- the traditional chief 



           10    of Beaver is from here.  Everyone is related.  Their 



           11    social networks are related.  Their food sovereignty is 



           12    interrelated.  Their food security, their health, their 



           13    well-being is all interrelated.  



           14         Now, we haven't even discussed migratory waterfowl.  



           15    We have the Alaska Migratory Bird Treaty Act.  Those 



           16    waterfowl feed large portions of this state.  And that 



           17    food is critical, critical to the spring resources and why 



           18    there is a special spring hunt.  So I'm very concerned 



           19    about the limit on the scoping and on the analysis and on 



           20    the impact.  It is as if you drop a pebble in a lake and 



           21    it will continue and it will reach out for longer than you 



           22    can see.  That is how far the birthing ground impact 



           23    reaches, directly.  So I would like to have that on record 



           24    and continue to have that on record.  That was one of the 



           25    main points I wanted to make.  
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            1         I also have great concern regarding data.  And I'm 



            2    sorry -- oh, good.  Paul is still here.  Those gentlemen 



            3    are still here.  Did you guys get all that?  Paul, did you 



            4    get all that?  Making sure.  All right.  



            5         There is a large body of documentation of historical 



            6    oral stories.  I couldn't even name the number of people 



            7    who have made their careers on the relationships and 



            8    networks of self-reliance of food resources alone in the 



            9    region.  But there is a huge data gap in harvest data for 



           10    this community.  So I don't -- you are going to have a 



           11    very large challenge in making an adequate, educated and 



           12    informed decision with the data that you have because it 



           13    is very limited.  



           14         So only if you are working again with tribal 



           15    governments to ensure that -- this data -- tribes should 



           16    have been collecting this data for years in partnership 



           17    with the refuges.  So you are going to run into some 



           18    serious data gap issues there.  Again, I'm worried about 



           19    the scope of impact.  



           20         Also, I don't even think we have discussed today 



           21    transportation corridors related to leasing or related to 



           22    development and the impact on any transportation corridors 



           23    and footprints on, of course, all of the resources we have 



           24    already heard about today, on water resources and on air 



           25    resources.  
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            1         I'm also worried about your time frame.  You are 



            2    going to have to document worst case scenarios and what is 



            3    your mitigation methodology going to be for those impacts.  



            4    We cannot plan that everything will be fine because we 



            5    know it will not be.  



            6         So really I just -- I very much appreciate your 



            7    coming here.  I know it's a long trip.  I appreciate you 



            8    listening all day to an amazing wealth of knowledge, but 



            9    for these reasons I very much continue to request and push 



           10    on the extension for the scoping period and that you 



           11    increase sites for scoping.  



           12         I just want to say that this is your legacy.  This is 



           13    your legacy.  All of you sitting at this table have power 



           14    and authority.  And there are lives.  It's like a war.  



           15    There are lives at stake.  And I just hope every night you 



           16    can think about the legacy that you leave for your 



           17    children and your grandchildren as you consider every 



           18    else's grandchildren and children after that and this 



           19    great, great wonderful amazing place that's one of very 



           20    few left on this earth.  



           21         The National Petroleum Reserve sits right next door, 



           22    and it's not even tapped out.  It's not even tapped out.  



           23    It's right there.  



           24         So thank you.  Thank you for your time, your 



           25    consideration.  And with all due respect, I very much 
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            1    thank the elders and everybody from Arctic Village.  Thank 



            2    you.  



            3                    MS. PAMELA A. MILLER:  Hello.  My name is 



            4    Pamela A. Miller.  I'll try to make a very short 



            5    statement, and it's about the scope of the change that 



            6    this EIS is proposing to look at.  The lease is not a 



            7    simple piece of paper.  You don't do it and then move on 



            8    to the details.  The lease allows the whole kit and 



            9    caboodle.  It gives a right, presumably, if it's done like 



           10    in the National Petroleum Reserve, to exploration, 



           11    development, production, transportation, roads, seismic, 



           12    gravel mines, ports, the whole thing.  You need to look at 



           13    the whole thing now.  You can't separate preleasing and 



           14    postleasing seismic.  They are information the government 



           15    should have to inform the leasing program, presumably.  It 



           16    is a comprehensive part of the whole plan.  



           17         In the Prudhoe Bay region, it's involved as much as 



           18    32,000 miles of seismic just by 2001.  In the offshore, 



           19    they have done a lot more.  They have done 197 miles of 



           20    seismic.  This is driving heavy machinery in grids 660 



           21    feet apart on this fragile tundra.  There was a one-time 



           22    seismic program.  Its lines were one to six miles apart.  



           23    It was a very different program that had longstanding 



           24    impacts of which I witnessed in the winter and the summer 



           25    and as of the last time I was there.  
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            1         It is simply wrong to speed ahead and not consider 



            2    that seismic.  It's an integral part of the whole 



            3    operation that you are conceptualizing how you are going 



            4    to overlay the oil and gas leasing program on the existing 



            5    [indiscernible] of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to 



            6    preserve this land in its natural diversity of habitats 



            7    and populations, for water quality and quantity, for 



            8    subsistence, for upholding international treaties.  



            9         This is a very different reality than the National 



           10    Petroleum Reserve and you are not proposing a petroleum 



           11    reserve on a wildlife refuge.  So given that the refuge 



           12    was safe, there was not a lot of funding for scientific 



           13    studies for decades.  The baseline information and 



           14    integrating that together for any place will take longer 



           15    than a year.  



           16         So this is a highly political decision in a place 



           17    that it should not have.  So I urge you to reconsider how 



           18    you are ramming through thinking you are going to do 



           19    leasing in this -- in this narrow window of time.  It 



           20    won't work.  And you will not be evaluating the direct, 



           21    cumulative and other impacts not only that will happen up 



           22    in the coastal plain itself, the connections to here that 



           23    are very vibrant every day, the way the birds, the way the 



           24    other animals connect to other parts of the world, the 



           25    whales, the seals and the way that the ocean and the land 
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            1    have cumulative impacts.  In the Trump Administration they 



            2    are both being considered at the same time.  



            3         So we sit here in one of the most beautiful places on 



            4    earth.  And you have heard how it's in everyone's heart 



            5    here and it's in the hearts of people all across the 



            6    country and -- who have a stake in this, but this stake 



            7    here is the most powerful of all because they are 



            8    connected to the land.  They have been that way forever.  



            9    And I've learned so much and I'm humbled from the people 



           10    here.  



           11         So I just wanted to make that point about the 



           12    comprehensiveness of the impact statement.  And you really 



           13    need to take a step back.  Thank you.  



           14                    MS. CORA JOHN:  My name is Cora John, and 



           15    I live in Arctic Village.  I don't want you to drill 



           16    because caribou is our life.  When I get older, I want to 



           17    learn -- learn my kids to get caribou, skin them and cook.  



           18    Drilling is bad and I don't want that to happen to our 



           19    culture.  So please don't drill.  Thank you.  



           20                    MS. KAREN MOURITSEN:  I just want to say 



           21    thank you everyone so, so much.  We really, really 



           22    appreciated your hospitality, your beautiful community, 



           23    you all, the community.  We just really, really appreciate 



           24    it.  And we thank everyone for giving us such thoughtful 



           25    and heartfelt comments.  And we have gotten them all on 
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            1    the record, thanks to Mary.  We've taken a lot of notes.  



            2    So thank you very, very much.  



            3         We had those handouts on the back table that told you 



            4    how to make comments, if you wanted to fax them or email 



            5    them or send us a letter.  And so if you didn't pick any 



            6    up -- and I think there might not be any left -- but we 



            7    will get you some more so that we can make sure and get 



            8    your comments.  And just thank you.  Do you want to say 



            9    something in closing?  



           10                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  Closing quick prayer.  



           11                    MS. KAREN MOURITSEN:  Okay.  That would be 



           12    great.  Thank you so much everyone.  



           13                    MR. JIMMY JOHN:  I just want to say thank 



           14    you.  Great, great thanks to Tiffany Yatlin, Charlene 



           15    Stern, Tonya Garnett, Faith Gemmill, Sarah James, the 



           16    people who cooked:  Marty Russell, Marion Swaney, Darryl, 



           17    the grill boy, Nikolai.  And I got musicians.  Who are 



           18    they?  They're not around.  I don't know.  But all of you.  



           19    All the youth, good talking.  I like that.  Keep it up.  



           20    And elders right there.  And my visitors.  Thank you.  



           21    [indiscernible]  You people do it some more.  I'll be 



           22    there waiting for you guys.  I want to know what you guys 



           23    are up to.  Thank you very much.  So thank you very much, 



           24    everybody.  



           25               (Off the record.)
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            1               (A closing prayer was offered.) 



            2               (Proceedings adjourned at 5:37 p.m.)
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  1    P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

  2                    MS. MYRA THUMMA:  We are going to open up

  3    with a prayer.

  4               (Invocation offered by Myra Thumma.)

  5                    MR. JAMES JOHN:  Okay.  (Speaking in

  6    Gwich'in.)  My name's James John.  I'm first chief of

  7    Arctic.  I grew up around this village.  Since I have been

  8    a little kid, I have been hunting caribou.  I have been

  9    living only and I live around subsistence life.  My way of

 10    living is just live off the animals.  And all my people

 11    are the same as what I'm doing right now.  And we are

 12    asking for people's help with what I'm doing right now.

 13         I appreciate you guys coming out here.  I hope you

 14    just keep in mind what we are doing right now.  Thank you

 15    very much for all of you and my people and for coming this

 16    way and Mahsi' Choo.

 17                    MR. DENNIS ERICK:  Hello.  My name is

 18    Dennis Erick.  I'm the first chief of Venetie.  I'd like

 19    to welcome all the visitors that came to Arctic and all

 20    the visitors that represent us, and all the people that

 21    don't represent us, but you know you are welcome.  We

 22    always welcome everybody, no matter how we are.  We got a

 23    good heart.

 24         But I'd like to say something about the caribou.  The

 25    caribou, when I lived in Venetie, it's kind of farther.
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  1    It's kind of farther to get caribou.  But even then, we

  2    still get caribou.  We still live off the caribou.  Also,

  3    my brothers and my sisters, my aunties and uncles,

  4    grandpa, grandma, great-great grandpa, great-great

  5    grandma, they all taught us this.  It's our way of life.

  6    We can't just walk away from the way we live.

  7         And there is not only caribou.  There is also

  8    migratory bird, waterfowl, fish, shorebirds, all of them,

  9    they live up there in the coastal plains.  And we need to

 10    protect it, no matter what.  We have to encourage our

 11    people to do what my grandpa did, to do what their grandpa

 12    did.  They survived.  We didn't have no sugar.  We didn't

 13    have coffee.  Now we do because we are living in the

 14    modern world, but we still depend on the caribou.

 15         As a chief, and my people -- I love my people, even

 16    though even if I don't look like it, I still deep in the

 17    heart.  And that's all I got to say.  Thank you.

 18                    MS. KAREN MOURITSEN:  Okay.  Thank you.

 19    Hello, everyone.  I'm Karen Mouritsen.  I'm the BLM's

 20    Acting State Director for the State of Alaska.  I really

 21    want to thank the community for welcoming us here to your

 22    community.  We're here to talk about the leasing EIS for

 23    the coastal plain with you.  We really thank you for the

 24    welcome.  The dinner last night was wonderful.  I had the

 25    caribou stew and the caribou and the fish.  So thank you
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  1    so much for that, and the dancing and the music.  It was

  2    just great.  So thank you for that.

  3         I would like to just introduce a few people and just

  4    tell a little bit about the format of the meeting, and

  5    then we will get started.

  6         So I'd like to introduce Joe Balash.  He's the

  7    Assistant Secretary for Lands and Minerals Management at

  8    the Department of Interior.  And Steve Wackowski is the

  9    Department of Interior Senior Advisor to the Secretary for

 10    Alaska.  Kate MacGregor is our Deputy Assistant Secretary

 11    for Lands and Minerals Management.  Karen Clark is our

 12    Assistant Regional Director for the Fish & Wildlife

 13    Service here in Alaska.  Steve Berendzen -- where did

 14    Steve go -- the refuge manager maybe you know.  Hollis

 15    Twitchell -- Hollis, thank you.  Nicole Hayes is the

 16    project manager who will be giving the presentation in

 17    just a minute.  Chad Ricklefs and Paul Lawrence are

 18    helping with the sign-ins.

 19         Mary Vavrik is our court reporter, and she's taking

 20    down the comments from you all.  It's really important for

 21    us to hear your ideas about this, so she's going to take

 22    down your comments, and that's why we have the microphone

 23    here so she can hear and get the comments.

 24         We also -- Debbie is going to translate for us if

 25    anyone wants a translator.  Thank you, Debbie, for

00007

  1    agreeing to do that.  And then we have the videographers

  2    here who -- back here who have been making the documentary

  3    for a while around here.  So they are going to film some

  4    of the comments people make.

  5         We are here for the scoping meeting for this coastal

  6    plain leasing EIS.  And scoping means that we are just

  7    starting the process.  We are trying to figure out what

  8    issues we should address while we do this Environmental

  9    Impact Statement.  So the purpose is to hear from you all.

 10    We want to hear if you have got issues you would like us

 11    to address in that EIS.  And so we are -- Nicole is going

 12    to give you a presentation in a minute, but mostly this is

 13    to hear from you all.

 14         And after Nicole does the presentation, we would like

 15    to have people start coming up to the microphone maybe

 16    starting with the elders if we have some elders that want

 17    to talk, and then Arctic Village residents, we would

 18    really like to hear from you all, and then everyone else.

 19    And so we really do want to hear your thoughts.

 20         So Nicole, do you want to start the presentation?

 21                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Thank you, Karen.  And

 22    I'm really bad about the mic, so if I walk away, just wave

 23    your hand.

 24         Like she said, thank you.  Thank you for welcoming

 25    us.  We are really glad to be here and we really look
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  1    forward to hearing from you.  As Tonya reminded me, people

  2    want to speak and share their thoughts, so I'm going to go

  3    through the presentation fairly quickly, but I want to

  4    help frame what exactly we are doing here and also share

  5    with you how you could best provide input to inform our

  6    decisionmaking process.  So that's what I'm going to focus

  7    on.

  8         So again, the agenda is:  Why are we here?  What is

  9    the coastal plain EIS?  What is the BLM required to do?

 10    What are the agency responsibilities?  What is BLM

 11    responsible for?  What is the Fish & Wildlife Service

 12    responsible for?  What is the NEPA process?  You hear NEPA

 13    referred to often.  We will what explain the NEPA process

 14    is.  We will share how subsistence and ANILCA Section 810

 15    fits into that NEPA process.  We know that's one of the

 16    major concerns and issues, so we will touch on that and

 17    then provide you guys an opportunity to share information.

 18         And then the most important part is how to

 19    participate.  So we will tell you all the ways that you

 20    can participate.  I'll touch on them now.  There are some

 21    sign-in sheets back there.  There is forms.  If you

 22    haven't picked up a handout, pick up a handout.  You can

 23    submit written comments.  You can submit oral comments.

 24    You can go online and submit the form online.  So there is

 25    various ways.  Again, we want to hear from you during this
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  1    period and get your thoughts and comments and the issues

  2    we should be analyzing in the EIS.

  3         I forgot to mention, Debbie was going to kind of

  4    summarize what I say after each slide in Gwich'in, so I'm

  5    going to let her come up here and speak for just a moment.

  6               (Translating into Gwich'in.)

  7                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So what I'm going to

  8    cover now is the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017.  And you

  9    will hear that commonly referred to as the Tax Act.  This

 10    is basically the requirements of the Secretary of the

 11    Interior and the BLM.  This map that's being displayed up

 12    here -- and you guys have probably seen it in other

 13    places -- is the map that's specifically referenced in the

 14    Tax Act.  It outlines the coastal plain area, which is

 15    also commonly referred to as the 1002 area.  You will hear

 16    us call it the coastal plains for the Coastal Plain Oil

 17    and Gas Leasing EIS.  The coastal plain area encompasses

 18    1.6 million acres of the 19.3 million acres of the Arctic

 19    National Wildlife Refuge.

 20         Section 20001 of the Tax Act specifically requires

 21    the Secretary of the Interior to do, acting through the

 22    Bureau of Land Management, is to establish a competitive

 23    oil and gas leasing program, similar to what's done under

 24    NPR-A, or the National Petroleum Reserve, under the Naval

 25    Petroleum Reserves Production Act of 1976.  So the
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  1    requirements are to implement this oil and gas leasing

  2    program similar to how it's done in NPR-A.  So that's a

  3    requirement of us.

  4         Also, we are required to hold not fewer than two

  5    lease sales, the first one having to occur within the next

  6    four years.  The second one is required to occur within

  7    the next seven years.  And the other requirements are that

  8    not fewer than 400,000 acres of the highest potential

  9    hydrocarbon areas shall be offered for lease.  So those

 10    are the requirements that we are operating under right

 11    now.

 12         And I'm going to provide some information to you all

 13    about how best to help inform, how we can protect those

 14    critical areas and have conditions so that it is -- we

 15    follow the NEPA process and we preserve, enhance, protect

 16    as best we can those areas that may be leased.

 17         So the agency responsibilities for -- I'm sorry.

 18    Debbie, did you want to --

 19         (Translating into Gwich'in.)

 20                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So the agency

 21    responsibilities for the coastal plain leasing EIS fall

 22    mostly with BLM because they were designated within the

 23    Tax Act to implement the oil and gas leasing EIS.  We are

 24    the lead federal agency for the EIS, so that's why we are

 25    up here speaking.  And I'm the designated project manager
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  1    for it.  We will be responsible for the leasing program

  2    and to have the lease sales.  The Fish & Wildlife Service,

  3    we are working closely with them.  They are a cooperating

  4    agency.  Obviously, they know the refuge well, and they

  5    administer the surface of the Arctic National Wildlife

  6    Refuge.

  7         (Translating into Gwich'in.)

  8                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So this slide outlines

  9    the BLM oil and gas leasing and development process.  I

 10    just want to highlight we are working on the leasing

 11    phase.  And the EIS, the Environmental Impact Statement,

 12    is for leasing.  Any other activities -- seismic

 13    activities, post-lease exploration drilling, development,

 14    production, other requirements of the Tax Act -- which the

 15    Tax Act does require the Secretary to authorize up to

 16    2,000 surface acres of development, but any of those

 17    authorizations would require separate NEPA analysis.  So

 18    we are focusing on the leasing and the EIS to have those

 19    lease sales.  Again, if there are subsequent activities

 20    that occur pre or after a lease sale occurs, there will be

 21    another NEPA process.  So there will be an opportunity to

 22    provide input and to share information prior to decisions

 23    being made about those activities.

 24         (Translating into Gwich'in.)

 25                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So this is kind of a
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  1    busy, boring slide, but this is what the National

  2    Environmental Policy Act is.  And I'm just going to

  3    quickly walk through how the process works because this is

  4    really important because this is where we get the public

  5    input.  When there is a federal action that may have a

  6    significant impact on -- on something on the environment,

  7    then the federal government is required to develop an

  8    Environmental Impact Statement.  So that is what we are

  9    doing for this leasing program.  It was initiated, and the

 10    requirement started with the passing of the Tax Act.

 11         We have to publish a notice of intent to say that we

 12    are going to do an Environmental Impact Statement, so that

 13    was done on April 20th.  And that kicks off the scoping

 14    period.  The standard scoping periods are 30 days.  We

 15    initiated it with a 60-day scoping period.  Currently that

 16    ends on June 19th.  That little red flag in the far

 17    right-hand corner shows where we are right now.

 18         And this is the really important part of the process

 19    because this is where we get input from the public that

 20    tells us what we should be analyzing in the EIS so that we

 21    can make informed decisions.  This is where we hear

 22    concerns, we learn about the issues, and we also learn

 23    ways to offset some of those impacts that may occur.  So

 24    that's the type of input we are looking for.

 25         After the scoping period closes, we produce a scoping
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  1    report, and then we start developing alternatives for the

  2    proposed action.  There are some specific requirements we

  3    know we have to fit within.  There must be at least

  4    400,000 acres offered for lease, and we know it's within

  5    the coastal plain area.  So some of the things that would

  6    really help us is -- for the alternatives development is

  7    understanding maybe timing restrictions or areas to avoid,

  8    leasing restrictions where we would have no surface

  9    occupancy, things like that.  And I'll go into that a

 10    little bit more.

 11         We then write the draft EIS, and the draft EIS is

 12    another opportunity for the public to provide comment.

 13    That gets published and we come out and do meetings again

 14    to get input on the information that's in that document,

 15    and then we go back and take all the comments that we

 16    receive and we revise the document and develop a final

 17    EIS.  And then after the final EIS is completed, we

 18    publish a Record of Decision, and then a lease sale may be

 19    held.

 20         I also just want to emphasize that there is two main

 21    parts in here where there is periods for public comment,

 22    but we also have other opportunities where we consult.

 23    For example, government-to-government consultation is

 24    ongoing throughout the entire cycle of this NEPA process.

 25    So we receive input from affected tribes throughout the
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  1    process.  So it's not just a two-time or two-opportunity

  2    time to receive input, necessarily.

  3         (Translating into Gwich'in.)

  4                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So this slide just

  5    showing how the Section 810 of ANILCA process fits into

  6    the NEPA process.  It is separate from the NEPA analysis,

  7    but it's a really critical component that we address

  8    obviously here in Alaska.

  9         So the initial 810 evaluation is appended to the

 10    draft EIS.  The draft EIS identifies the subsistence uses

 11    and resources, so the information provided during scoping

 12    really informs what is in that initial 810 finding.  So we

 13    have to use information that's put into this EIS to make a

 14    determination for subsistence use impacts.  So after the

 15    draft EIS is completed, concurrently we do that initial

 16    810 evaluation which is appended to the draft EIS.

 17         And then if the initial evaluation is it may

 18    significantly restrict subsistence uses, then we have

 19    subsistence hearings.  Those, again, are concurrent with

 20    the public meetings that we hold for the draft EIS, but

 21    they are in the affected communities of which there is a

 22    finding that there may be a significant restriction to

 23    subsistence uses.  And those meetings are separate.

 24         After those meetings, we take all of the information

 25    that we learn.  There is recommendations about how to
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  1    avoid or minimize impacts to those subsistence resources,

  2    and then a final determination is made, and that's

  3    appended to the final EIS.

  4         (Translating into Gwich'in.)

  5                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So the decisions that

  6    are to be made are what do the alternatives look like.

  7    And the alternatives really are the lease stipulations

  8    that go onto these leasing tracts.  So the leasing tract

  9    locations and also the stipulations.  Some examples are

 10    timing window restrictions, when are the caribou calving,

 11    like where are the areas that we should avoid entirely.

 12    Those types of things are the -- is the information that

 13    we are looking for from you.  We know there is concerns

 14    about subsistence uses and impacts, but how can we best

 15    avoid them.  So if you have that sort of information,

 16    please share it with us because that's what we are

 17    interested in hearing.

 18         (Translating into Gwich'in.)

 19                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So part of the NEPA

 20    process is working with agencies and governments that have

 21    specialized expertise or jurisdiction by law that can help

 22    inform our process.  Today to date we have Fish & Wildlife

 23    Service as a cooperating agency, the State of Alaska, the

 24    North Slope Borough.  And as of yesterday we also have the

 25    Native Village of Venetie Tribal Government, the Venetie
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  1    Village Council and the Arctic Village Council.  So these

  2    are cooperating agencies.  Again, they have specialized

  3    expertise that are going to help inform the EIS and help

  4    in our decisionmaking process.

  5         (Translating into Gwich'in.)

  6                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So this is a tentative

  7    schedule that we have for development of the EIS.  You

  8    will note a lot of it is in seasons.  We are in the

  9    scoping period right now.  We have had requests to extend

 10    the scoping period that are being considered.  We are

 11    looking at alternatives development this summer.

 12    Cooperating agencies, again, participate in helping us

 13    draft the EIS and providing input into that EIS.  So we

 14    are looking at having a draft EIS this fall.  We will

 15    revise the draft EIS and, based off of the public

 16    feedback, that takes a few months.  And then we will

 17    publish the final EIS and have a Record of Decision, which

 18    is currently projected to be spring and summer of next

 19    year.  Again, that's for the leasing component and to have

 20    a lease sale.  And that's according to the schedule that

 21    we are on right now.

 22         (Translating into Gwich'in.)

 23                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So currently, again, we

 24    are conducting scoping.  These are the locations in which

 25    we are conducting scoping meetings.  We rescheduled --
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  1    originally we were planning on being in Kaktovik this

  2    week, and we had to reschedule.  And we plan on going

  3    there June 12th.  Our next meetings will be Fairbanks,

  4    Anchorage, Utqiagvik, Venetie and then Kaktovik and

  5    Washington D.C.  We have received requests for additional

  6    scoping locations that will be considered and we will be

  7    making a decision on in the near future.

  8         (Translating into Gwich'in.)

  9                    MS. SARAH JAMES:  I'm trying to explain to

 10    them that some people that don't understand that -- this

 11    is public land.  That's how come they are having it

 12    throughout different places, Washington, D.C., for

 13    example, and that kind of stuff.  And this has got to do

 14    with public land.  This has got to do with government, and

 15    that's why they make sure that -- okay.

 16               (Translating into Gwich'in.)

 17                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Again, we have various

 18    ways to provide comment.  We are getting ready to open up

 19    the comment.  You can public comment right now.  We do

 20    have a court reporter, as Karen mentioned.  Mary is our

 21    court reporter, so we do ask that you come up to the mic

 22    and clearly state your name.  Speak slowly because Mary

 23    will tell you if you are speaking too fast.  And if you

 24    need the mic brought to you, just let us know.  We would

 25    like elders to come up and speak first and then residents
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  1    of Arctic village and then everybody else.

  2         There is various ways if are -- if you don't want to

  3    provide public comment, you could also provide public

  4    comment and submit written comment, which written comment

  5    is always encouraged.  The ways to provide comments are in

  6    the packets in the back of the room, but also up on the

  7    screen.  So you can email, submit them on the form, or

  8    mail them into that address.  And again, the scoping

  9    period currently closes June 19th.  So please provide your

 10    comments.

 11         (Translating into Gwich'in.)

 12                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Thank you, Debbie and

 13    Sarah.  So this is the end of my presentation.  And we now

 14    welcome public comment.  I think Tiffany and Tonya were

 15    going to help identify elders to come up and speak, or

 16    they can just come up and speak.

 17                    MR. JAMES JOHN:  (Speaking in Gwich'in.)

 18                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So just reminder to

 19    state your name for the record.  And then if you need a

 20    translator into English, because the court reporter needs

 21    it in English for the record, then we need to have it

 22    translated.

 23                    MR. JAMES JOHN:  Mahsi' Choo.  (Speaking

 24    in Gwich'in.)  So I'm thinking -- I don't know

 25    [indiscernible] on the map exactly where, and right now I
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  1    even talking the plan.  I don't know where.  But seems

  2    like that is where the caribou come from.  And what I'd

  3    like to see people to fly the young people up there and

  4    where it's going to be and show them where the caribou

  5    calving grounds is.  And the Fish & Wildlife, you are the

  6    ones, show the people how the caribou channel and where

  7    the overflows, make sure the caribou [indiscernible].  I

  8    don't think it will.  But I want to see today, I want you

  9    to show them a big map exactly where it is, and I want you

 10    to tell the young people here, this generation, to fly

 11    them up there and take a look at it exactly.

 12         Looks to me, I'm kind of worried this morning.  It

 13    looks like it's going to hurt us because that's where the

 14    caribou is.  That's where everything is.

 15         And North Slope Borough, you mentioned that, too, you

 16    know.  They even got the boundary lines up 20, 30 miles

 17    from here up north.  And I got my allotment in there now.

 18    So I don't know why North Slope Borough increased their

 19    line over the North Slope.  But I think the North Slope

 20    Borough belongs to the Slope.  And every time I say that

 21    people just ignore me, you know.  And let's see what --

 22    that's all I can say.  Just show people where exactly you

 23    think that all going to impose.

 24         20 years ago we got all that closed down

 25    [indiscernible] south by Venetie.  Everybody know.  You
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  1    know, we lost black bear.  We lost ground squirrel.

  2    Nothing grow back still.

  3         And also when the pipeline that -- in Arctic Village

  4    I remember we don't have caribou for four years.  Four

  5    years.

  6         Thank you.

  7                    MR. JONATHAN JOHN:  My name is Jonathan

  8    John.  I'm from Arctic Village.  And I have been a tribal

  9    leader for some years and before.  And back in 1986 when

 10    this whole thing started that I recall, and since then we

 11    have been asking to let the caribou alone, but we still

 12    have to go and talk about it.  We need to come

 13    cooperating.  I first know that it will devastate the

 14    whole caribou.  It will.  The only place -- the only, only

 15    place is calving ground that they will calve is there.

 16    They will calve around here, but it won't sustain itself

 17    as much as it would as is the place up there.

 18         Also, that we know we have been a hunter.  We always

 19    try to keep our place clean, our land clean.  Even walking

 20    through the bushes, for instance, the bushes come off your

 21    clothes, a little lint come off your clothes.  Caribou are

 22    the same.  They will smell you right off of the brush.

 23    That's how sensitive they are.

 24         We ask to have some more time and to discuss it some

 25    more, but we are -- my people have asked a step at a time
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  1    and we only take one step and we want to be sure before we

  2    take another one.

  3         But on the other hand, I know that we -- it's part of

  4    our livinghood.  Our caribou is part of our livinghood

  5    just as much as fishermen depend on the fish.  They depend

  6    on their livinghood on the fish, and we -- none of that

  7    has a cash value, but otherwise value.  And it's just a

  8    count to the same.

  9         So please, I ask and I request to that we be part of

 10    cooperating agency.  This much I ask for right now.  Thank

 11    you.

 12                    MR. GIDEON JAMES:  My name is Gideon

 13    James.  I live in Arctic Village, and I'm one of the

 14    elders.  And I have long years of experience in working

 15    with the tribe.  So what I want to say is that when these

 16    people speak for the animals, it is very -- these are very

 17    intelligent animal.  They travel thousands, thousands,

 18    thousands of miles to the feeding ground, into the calving

 19    ground.  And when they travel, they got their own leaders.

 20    Any caribou don't lead, but they got special group within

 21    their herd that leads.  I know that because I used to run

 22    them down with snowshoe, and I -- it's a hard time.  It's

 23    hard to run it down with the group of leaders like that.

 24    And you can tell by the calluses in front of their legs.

 25    There is calluses right there.
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  1         And the reason I bring this up because we are here to

  2    protect migrating animals and species.  There is

  3    thousands, thousands of ducks that -- that fly to that

  4    area to nest.  Like yesterday or day before, there is new

  5    life begins up there.  There is new life that begins up

  6    there so everybody will stay healthy as in Gwich'in

  7    country.

  8         Also, a lot of people that come to see the

  9    attraction, like hikers and other environmentalist group

 10    that want to see it, they spent their fortune to see it.

 11    And we see it down at the airport.  Pretty soon there will

 12    be hundreds and hundreds of people walking at the airport.

 13    That's all they are going -- they want to go up to see it.

 14    So we are not alone.  We are not alone here.

 15         And what we want to protect is the sole purpose, the

 16    sole purpose of animals to survive, animals to stay

 17    healthy, to have clean water, clean air, clean food.

 18    That's what our main concern is.  And it's -- throughout

 19    the history, our people are really smart, are very

 20    intelligent that they keep these animals healthy.

 21         And now, now this Tax Act and Job Act they call it,

 22    we don't call it.  Our president is the one that call it,

 23    and he never paid -- he never showed us that he pay tax.

 24    He never -- he never show us that he worked for anybody

 25    instead of leading you on.

00023

  1         Thank you.

  2                    MR. LOUIE JOHN:  Good morning.  My name is

  3    Louie John, and I'm here from Arctic Village.  I have a

  4    lot of experience with caribou.  I'll tell you a little

  5    story about myself.  When I was a kid, I was upriver.

  6    That's our feeding ground.  That's our garden out here.  A

  7    lot of times other society tell us that we are poor.  No.

  8    Look at me.  You know, I feeding myself good because,

  9    look, there is a lot of good food out there.  The fish --

 10    because we have been environmentalists for 10,000 years.

 11    And look at it.  We try to keep our land clean the way it

 12    is for a thousand years.  We don't try to destroy it

 13    because we know it help us.  In return, we take care of

 14    the land.  In return, it takes care of us.  That's the way

 15    we believe.

 16         And when I was a kid, I didn't know about Lower 48.

 17    All I know is my life here.  That's all I knew until BIA

 18    came around and start teaching us about Liberty Bell that

 19    crack until it rain -- it rained until it crack, you know.

 20    And that was our freedom.  So they tell us about all these

 21    histories, you know, polar bear and revolution and all

 22    that stuff so they could convert us into your society.

 23    And that was it.

 24         But we know that you go to school so you could be

 25    going to work in the future.  That's how it works.  I
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  1    understand later on.  But when I was upriver and all that

  2    camping and getting harvest, spring -- like right now

  3    it's -- our young men is going out and getting those

  4    wonderful waterfowls.  They are on their way to the

  5    calving grounds, calving grounds of the Porcupine caribou

  6    herd.  And they are going to see some stuff they are never

  7    going to see.  And it will change.  That's because one

  8    billionaire scribbled his name on a piece of paper, you

  9    know, and that's all we look in our culture.  To me in the

 10    United States, there is a human rights issue, but the

 11    other one is overlooked.

 12         But the main thing that I thought that life was like

 13    this, that I'll be happy.  And about 50 years later I

 14    didn't know I'll be fighting for my culture, my way of

 15    life.  And this is where I'm at now.  And of course I'm

 16    angry, but I'm going to try to make sense to you.  Maybe

 17    you might do a little bit different.  Maybe you keep away

 18    from the calving grounds because there is not only

 19    caribou; there is moose, musk ox, ground squirrels, mice.

 20    You know, wolf -- wolf goes around there, and when they

 21    got nothing to eat, they eat mice.  That's their life.  So

 22    all that will be destroyed.

 23         I know it because I have been -- I -- I'm a heavy

 24    equipment operator.  I'm a certified operator, and I'm

 25    also a carpenter.  I have been fire fighting as a crew
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  1    boss for 25 years.  And I know a lot of experience.  I

  2    even live in the city, and -- but I'm saying that I want

  3    to experience another job, so I apply around and looking

  4    for work for -- I wonder how it would be at North Slope.

  5         So I went to the PGS.  That's the oil company.  I

  6    went over there and try to get in there, and then they

  7    accept me, and I went to the orientation and -- you know,

  8    orientation about hazardous around the complex, right?

  9    Hazardous, right?  Okay.  You know that.  So they teach us

 10    that, where not to go or where there is a sign there.

 11    There is a sign so we recognize those.  I got the

 12    orientation.

 13         Then after that they even fly here to pick me up to

 14    go to the North Slope.  And I have to go to Anchorage, way

 15    to Anchorage, then have to fly all the way up there again,

 16    you know.  That's a lot of money, I guess.  Oil make all

 17    kinds of money.

 18         But so when I was up there, they put me on that

 19    viber.  The viber is seismic work.  So I have been

 20    operating that.  And there is a train of Cat, and each one

 21    of them got a little trailer like, and there is like beds

 22    and kitchens and all.  They got different lineup.  And

 23    they move camp.  And we, viber, we drive in behind.  And

 24    when we drive, I could see where all those sleds would

 25    dig, and when they dig in, they tear out the tundra, a big
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  1    piece like this [indicating], and it's laying around

  2    everywhere.

  3         And sometimes out of the blue, we operate, we just

  4    drive along.  All of a sudden there is a burst out of fuel

  5    or hydraulic fuel, and just like that.  Like that it

  6    could -- it could splatter out 200 gallons just like that.

  7    And it will be all over the snow, tundra, and we have to

  8    clean it up.  But it's not 100 percent clean.  It could be

  9    80 percent, 90 percent.  And that's not clean.  That's

 10    another impact.

 11         Not only that, when I take a break been driving a

 12    long time, maybe 12, even 36 hours sometimes, and I get

 13    tired, I stretch out, and sometimes even in your -- I look

 14    back, a whole train, Cat trailers and all that move

 15    forward, moving camp, I look back, I could see the thick

 16    black smoke behind us.  I asked them, what the heck is

 17    that back there?  That's us, he said.  The whole train

 18    going.  That's the exhaust fumes, exhaust black smoke.

 19    And I'm sure they land on the snow.  In the spring it

 20    melts.  And caribou, mice, ground squirrels, even ducks,

 21    fish, they taste it, I bet you.

 22         So I ask will you, if you got any heart in your mind,

 23    I -- I feel like the Gwich'in Nation as being a United

 24    States citizen.  You know, remember about a little girl

 25    that fell into a well?  Anybody remember that?  We were up
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  1    here.  We were glued to that TV for three days, want that

  2    little girl to get out.  That's being a United States

  3    citizen, have a heart for that family even though we don't

  4    know them because we are a United States citizen.  Okay?

  5    When that little girl was -- they took her up to the

  6    surface of earth, you know, even my brothers and my sister

  7    jump up joy, they are happy.  That's how United States

  8    citizen we are.  Even though you guys live down there, you

  9    don't know about us.

 10         And then another tragedy, McCullough, Christie

 11    McCullough, the schoolteacher.  School teacher are like

 12    mothers or father.  They care for you.  They protect you.

 13    They do a lot of things.  They teach you.  And that

 14    happened, another tragedy.  It saddened us.  We were sad.

 15         And then there is another one came around, 9/11.  We

 16    see that two towers fell down, we were angry because we

 17    are United States citizens.  And all that, we care for our

 18    people even though they don't know us, we don't know them,

 19    but still they are United States citizen.

 20         So about 60 years or so later, I didn't know that the

 21    United States would be against me.  And that's how I feel

 22    right now.  I don't know what to say to you guys.  Just

 23    keep away from the calving grounds baby for our people,

 24    for your people.

 25         Bush says for everybody, but I don't believe him -- I
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  1    mean, not Bush.  Trump.  I'm sorry, but I don't believe

  2    him.  But you could make change.  Up to you.  So this is a

  3    plea I make to you.

  4         Thank you for listening.

  5                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  (Speaking in

  6    Gwich'in.)  My name is Tonya Garnett.  I'm from Arctic

  7    Village.  My parents are Lillian and Jerry Garnett.  My

  8    grandparents were the late Ezias and Martha James.  I'm

  9    the great granddaughter of the late Reverend Albert E.

 10    Tritt and Sarah Gho.

 11         And I'm the executive director for the Native Village

 12    of Venetie Tribal Government.  And first of all, Gwich'in

 13    people are united against any type of development in the

 14    birthing grounds of the Porcupine caribou herd.  No

 15    compromise.  I understand from your presentation the

 16    information you are seeking, but we are still going to

 17    tell you why we are against the oil development.

 18         You are going to hear people speak today, and some of

 19    them might seem like they are yelling and mad.  It's the

 20    passion because they are feeling threatened.  There is an

 21    injustice here.  The injustice is that we are getting --

 22    we are getting hit fast and hard with a process that's

 23    foreign to us.  And we are expected to tell you guys in a

 24    few minutes -- what is our time limit on here, supposedly?

 25                    MR. JOE BALASH:  None.
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  1                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  No time limit?  Well,

  2    we are supposed to tell you guys in a few minutes all the

  3    information we have about the Porcupine caribou herd, our

  4    way of life and how we are going to be impacted, and

  5    that's not possible.  We have until June 19th to give you

  6    guys our comments and to educate you guys.  That's not

  7    possible.  We need more time.  This is an injustice to our

  8    people.

  9         Our people have been living here since time

 10    immemorial.  We can go back generations and generations

 11    and generations.  This is where our people lived.  We come

 12    from holy people.  We come from Gwich'in people.  We come

 13    from the land.  We speak for caribou because the caribou

 14    can't speak for themselves.  We speak for them in a way

 15    that they cannot speak.  Their way of life is threatened,

 16    their birthing grounds.  And we have lived with them since

 17    time immemorial.  Any type of development in their

 18    birthing grounds is going to have devastating impacts on

 19    the Porcupine caribou herd, which will directly have

 20    devastating impacts on Gwich'in people all over Alaska and

 21    Canada.  We trade with other villages.  We don't get

 22    salmon.  And we get caribou, so we trade with them.  So

 23    every village, Gwich'in village, it will have a direct

 24    impact on them.  Negative, negative impacts.

 25         When we look around this room here, what I see, I see
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  1    tribal leaders that give their life volunteering to lead

  2    their people to protect their way of life, and we are

  3    constantly having to fight our own federal government to

  4    try to continue to live the way our people have lived for

  5    thousands and thousands of years.  That's an injustice.

  6    We have that basic human right.  You look around this

  7    room, I see kids.  I see kids.

  8         Our connection to the caribou is strong.  Last summer

  9    we had a culture camp.  This mountain up here, Dachanlee,

 10    we had a culture camp at the bottom of the timberline, and

 11    we had about 100 people up there on that camp.  And just

 12    to show our connection to the caribou, we all got up

 13    there, we were all setting camp, we were starting to eat

 14    dinner, and one bull caribou went to the top of the

 15    mountain to invite us and bless us and show us that we are

 16    doing a good thing.  We have a strong connection.

 17         And you look around this room, you see the kids.  I

 18    seen those kids.  They are at the culture camp.  They know

 19    the importance of the caribou.  This is their life.  This

 20    isn't something that they are they are just learning in

 21    school, a class.  They are not just learning Alaska

 22    history in class.  This is in action every day.  They

 23    learn how to hunt.  They learn how to fish.  They learn

 24    the importance, the respect -- to respect the land, to

 25    people, to our culture, to our language.
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  1         I look around this room, I see moms.  I see mothers

  2    that raise these kids.  And I see mothers that raise their

  3    children, and they are happy when they bring the caribou

  4    meat home.  I see hunters, many hunters in this room.  And

  5    what really gets me passionate about this is those hunters

  6    because I see it.  I see it when they talk.  Some of them,

  7    they are afraid to talk in the mic.  They are afraid to --

  8    public speaking.  But -- but so they tell us and they tell

  9    us the importance, and they are passionate about it.

 10         And so I want everybody in here to know that when you

 11    come up here, just tell them the truth.  Speak.  Speak

 12    from your heart.  This is our way of life that they are --

 13    that proposal will have direct impacts on us, our

 14    livelihood, our history.  And when we make decisions and

 15    when we talk, we bring the prayers of our ancestors; the

 16    hard fight, the hard life they lived, we bring that with

 17    us, and we think about the future.  Not only my

 18    nine-year-old son, but maybe his kids and their kids and

 19    their kids, people I will never meet.  That's how --

 20    that's our train of thought when we are making these

 21    decisions and when we speak.  It's not a game to any of

 22    us.  None of this is a game.

 23         And so when you guys come up here, just speak from

 24    your heart and just tell them.  Tell them about your

 25    lifestyle.  Tell them about when you go out there hunting.
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  1    We grew up hunting, going up there on the mountain and

  2    waiting for the caribou, bringing it in, drying it,

  3    smoking it.  We learn the dances.  The late grandpa

  4    Reverend Isaac Tritt, Sr. taught us the dances and songs.

  5    Everything revolves around caribou.  We hand skin with

  6    Grandma Margaret Tritt.  And this is important.  It's

  7    every -- every aspect of our life.

  8         So I just want everybody, don't be afraid.  Just come

  9    up here and speak to them.  Tell them about your life.

 10    Tell them about how you learned and why it's important to

 11    protect -- protect us, protect the caribou and protect the

 12    land.  Mahsi'.

 13                    MS. BERTHA ROSS:  Hello.  My name is

 14    Bertha Ross, and I'm from Arctic Village.  And I used to

 15    be a community health aide here for about 30 years.  And

 16    what I learned that the kids love caribou meat, and they

 17    won't eat no beef meat.  I'll tell you the truth.  They

 18    won't eat no beef meat.  Even if you buy hamburger for

 19    them, they won't eat the hamburger.  They'll eat the

 20    fries, but just set it aside.  But they will eat caribou.

 21    But you know, we are all healthy, really healthy.  We are

 22    not sick.  We are all healthy because we eat caribou.  And

 23    I don't see anybody that's sick, seriously, all these

 24    years that I work as a health aide because our iron is

 25    high, protein is high and everything.  And we are all
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  1    active.

  2         Even myself, I went out and hunt.  I shot caribou.  I

  3    went out with Albert.  I went out with him and I trap with

  4    him.  When I see caribou, my heart just holds -- I mean, I

  5    want those caribou to be around here many years more for

  6    my grandchildren so they can learn, too.  I don't want --

  7    I don't want -- I don't want my kids to feel like Lower

  8    48.  They have to buy buffalo to buy Native food for

  9    themselves.  I don't want to buy caribou on the farm.  No

 10    way.  I'd rather hunt for it.  I'd rather teach my kids.

 11    I'd rather teach my grandchildren.

 12         I sew.  I sew caribou skin.  I make a lot of stuff

 13    with it.  I make living with it.  I put food on the table.

 14    That's what we do, all of us.  And why are they disturbing

 15    our caribou?  That's our life.  I grew up with it.  They

 16    grew up with it.  That's all we know.  We learn.  We go

 17    out in the world.  I came back to it.  Some of us went out

 18    in the world, and they came back.  They'd rather stay

 19    here.  And one of you should try it.  Try stay here one

 20    year with us and maybe you will change your mind.

 21         Thank you.

 22                    MR. JAMES JOHN:  Don't be afraid to talk.

 23    Stand in line if you would like to talk.

 24                    MS. MARIE WILLOYA:  Hello.  (Speaking in

 25    Gwich'in.)  My name is Marie John-Willoya, and I'm so
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  1    happy that my brother spoke out.  We have been waiting for

  2    this to speak out for our caribou.  I'm 58 years old now,

  3    and my parents are Abraham John, Sr. and Dorothy John, and

  4    they -- Martha Tritt and Ezias Tritt.  She's the daughter

  5    of Reverend Tritt, Albert Tritt, Sr. -- Albert Tritt.  And

  6    my grandpa came from Birch Creek village.  It's down on

  7    the Yukon River.  And we live here, and they taught us.

  8    And I always speak my language.  I never really use or

  9    hardly speak English because they taught me in my language

 10    in life.

 11         Sometimes I think about people, how our kids is going

 12    to go by.  They ask us, and we have no answer for them

 13    because they love the world out there.  It's good life out

 14    there.  They like to fish.  They like to hunt.  They like

 15    the fresh air, clean water, walk the clean ground.  And

 16    same thing with the caribou.  They migrate.  They migrate.

 17    They got like a rope on their trail.  They are like five

 18    fingers going through.  I bet you guys never seen that.

 19    If you guys see that, you guys going to have tears in your

 20    eyes.

 21         If you have kids, they got little calves and they

 22    take care of their calves to feeding ground.  And when

 23    they got a wolf coming after them, just like we got wolves

 24    coming after us, but we take care of the wolf.  They

 25    migrate, too.
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  1         But our people been struggling for almost since --

  2    what, when I heard it's 1969.  Yes.  You guys going to

  3    have a problem with 1002.  What was 1002, we said?  What

  4    was 1002?  What you are living on.  What are you doing?

  5    Who are you?  That's what our parents taught us in

  6    language, in life, in our own language.  Never use English

  7    because they know we could listen.  Never got hit, never

  8    got spanking because we listen.  And that's how we felt to

  9    be proud, and we are still proud, and we are brave.

 10         And if you guys going to do all this, we are asking

 11    you, do the right thing.  Listen to the Gwich'in people.

 12    Listen to other kids.  Your kids might be sitting here to

 13    our grandkids years and years from now.  I'll bet on it.

 14    One of you, your kids going to be sitting down eating

 15    caribou meat, will be happy, dancing with a good slipper,

 16    having a good vest, good parka, everything you made out of

 17    caribou.  And all the bulls is our tools to use a caribou

 18    stick.  You can't use no other tools with that.  Only

 19    caribou can you use the tools to make a skin.  Yes, use

 20    your leg, use this leg, break it apart.  That's our tools

 21    to use to scrape a skin.  I don't know if you knew that,

 22    either.  That's why it's so -- so -- so sacred for us to

 23    keep it, to have, to take care of like they take care of

 24    us.

 25         What if the moose are gone; what they going to eat?
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  1    What we going to give them to eat?  What if they don't

  2    have no water to go?  Yes, they are going to come into the

  3    village because we got trees around us.  If they don't see

  4    that, if they don't have that, there will be nothing.  But

  5    I'm talking for my future, for kids, and they are the ones

  6    that will be sitting there talking to you guys again over

  7    and over, like we did.  Now I'm 58.  That's like 48 years

  8    standing here waiting.  And I'm still standing, make my

  9    pole stand with me as the caribou, what my brothers and my

 10    grandparents and my uncles and my aunties are fighting

 11    for.  There are a lot of them in Fort Yukon down the Yukon

 12    River.  There's a whole family of Alaskans, state of

 13    Alaska.  There's a whole Gwich'in Nation.

 14         Like I say, we have two rivers, down Tanana River.

 15    That's true.  My grandma is from down that river.  Yes.

 16    They fight for us because you guys fought for fishing.

 17    What is wrong with the caribou?  I want the question

 18    asked.  What do you have that you don't want that

 19    caribou -- caribou to be calving ground up there.  Make

 20    protection for them.  Protect them.  They broke the trail.

 21    Where else they going to go?  How far do we have to go out

 22    to get our food?  You see any roads going out down to the

 23    city?  No.  You fly up.  You see how far we come.  They

 24    make rafts from upriver to come down to make a house with

 25    their own bare hands.  And I'm telling you this.  This is
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  1    caribou life.  They travel.  Thank you.

  2                    MS. LILLIAN JOHN:  I'm Lillian John, and

  3    I'm 16 years old.  I never thought this would happen.  I

  4    mean, I thought it would happen soon, but not that soon.

  5    This early spring I saw my first caribou up close, and my

  6    friend [inaudible].  We didn't shoot the caribou.  We just

  7    stared at them, wanting to get close to them.  But we

  8    didn't.  The adults and elders told us that someday we'll

  9    be one of the council members and leaders, and I'll be

 10    happy to do it and proud, mostly, because I want to fight

 11    for my caribou.  I want to support -- I want to do what

 12    they are doing right now:  Helping.  I don't get why you

 13    guys don't get that.  Please don't drill.  We don't need

 14    this.

 15         I love the caribou.  I cook and I cut caribou meat

 16    mostly during the winter.  I love it so much.  Today this

 17    morning I was really emotional because I didn't know what

 18    to say, but I always had it in my head.  I wanted to speak

 19    up yesterday, but I didn't.  But I'm doing it right now,

 20    and I'm not scared.  I'm not shy.  And I know I'm young,

 21    but I don't need this right now.  Just you guys know once

 22    again, I am 16 years old.  I don't need this right now.

 23    We all don't need this right now.  Thank you.  Mahsi'.

 24                    MS. SARAH JAMES:  When I first testified

 25    in Washington, D.C. back in 1988, I laid down the example
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  1    of how we use caribou in a hearing place in front of all

  2    the senator and representatives, whoever was there.  And I

  3    had to carry that over there and had to carry them back.

  4    That's how much it meant to me at that time.  Some of them

  5    are used one, old one, new one, and I show them all

  6    around.  I laid them out.

  7         My name is Sarah James.  And I'm from Arctic Village,

  8    Alaska.  I grew up off the land.  I don't even know how to

  9    speak English when I was -- in 1950 I can remember until

 10    then.  And when I was 13 years old, I still don't

 11    understand English.  When I first went to boarding school,

 12    there was a lot of waste and a lot of greed, and I still I

 13    don't understand that.

 14         This is a map made by the Gwich'in here.  And this is

 15    the area -- they didn't even show us where this is at,

 16    just -- just this map, where it is in Alaska.  You see

 17    where the red is?  That's this map there.  That's the

 18    calving ground.  It's not -- it's -- it's (Speaking in

 19    Gwich'in) sacred place where the life begin.  And that's

 20    the 1002, the red one.  And on this map -- I'm going to

 21    hand it in to them.  I'm going to hand this back to them

 22    so they can put that little map on it and so everybody

 23    would know where the 1002 is at.

 24         And then this is a map we designed.  I helped design

 25    this map.  There is only one new thing on this map is that
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  1    one line where the -- where the mountain is at.  There is

  2    a very limited coastal plain right here.  It's a very

  3    small coastal plain right here.  And there is a mountain

  4    here [indicating].  But if you look at the Prudhoe Bay

  5    where all the darkness and all the redness is at, that's

  6    development.  And that's a huge, huge coastal plain.  And

  7    Arctic Central herd used to be calving there at Prudhoe

  8    Bay.  They could move, and which they did.  They moved

  9    somewhere else to calve.  And they said, oh, those caribou

 10    love to rub against pipeline, which is true.  They like

 11    the pipeline, which is true because in the springtime when

 12    they are in that area giving birth, at the same time they

 13    losing their old hair.  They are getting new hair, and

 14    they get very itchy, so they rub against the pipeline.

 15         And the pipeline, to protect the pipeline, they grow

 16    grass, clear cut around the pipeline to protect the

 17    pipeline.  And they like that grass, nice green grass to

 18    feed.  So that's why.

 19         And then many workers says that oil is not being

 20    reported, waste spill.  When there is ice road there is

 21    always spill.  And if there is ever oil spill in the

 22    coastal plain, there is no technology in the world will

 23    clean it up.  And then, you know, dig under the ground, it

 24    can only go five miles, so that won't do them any good.

 25         So don't be convinced.  Don't be fooled when you hear
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  1    all these good stuff from these very bright, educated

  2    people.

  3         Back in bow and arrow day, we have respect.  This is

  4    the bow and arrow day location for Gwich'in people where

  5    the caribou travel, and that's where all the village was

  6    colonized into village because our parents got forced to

  7    build a village and put it where we can survive.  Arctic

  8    Village was one place that they put Arctic Village here

  9    because the treeline was here [indicating].  And now the

 10    treeline is all the way to Brooks Range.  And that's due

 11    to more climate change, which is caused by fossil fuel

 12    burning.  And that's been proved.  But Trump is -- don't

 13    believe that.  Don't believe the scientists.

 14         So back in bow and arrow day, we have healthy people.

 15    We are strong, healthy and well-organized.  People don't

 16    die from disease or anything like that.  Most of the time

 17    people die because of old age to the point where they

 18    carry them around.  And that's how healthy our people was.

 19    Everything was healthy.  They couldn't even -- here right

 20    now springtime, sun is coming back up.  In those days,

 21    they said it's so noisy that people have to yell at each

 22    other.  It's so noisy that state bird, what you call it,

 23    ptarmigan, Alaska state ptarmigan was the most annoying

 24    one.  It was like this:  (making sounds.)  If you hear

 25    that, over and over, it will be annoying, they said.
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  1         So that's how it was.  That's how we were.  And we

  2    were very good with our neighbor.  They were good with us.

  3    When they going to come, they don't hide their campfire.

  4    Oh, we see the campfire.  Somebody is coming in.  When

  5    they get here from Tlingit, Koyukon, Inupiat, Cree, all of

  6    them, that's how they come in, with respect.  And we throw

  7    a party for them.  We trade and barter.  But if they come

  8    walking and sneaking in, hiding their smoke, then we push

  9    them back.  Same thing for us going over there.  That's

 10    how much respect we have for each other.  And we should

 11    keep that.

 12         When we say that this is tribal land, this is our

 13    meeting and, you know, announce yourself, you know.  Come

 14    in and let us know you are coming in because this is our

 15    land.  This is where we live.  This is where -- where our

 16    ancestors way back from bow and arrow live.  Like many

 17    people are saying, going to say that we -- they're going

 18    to talk about birds and ducks.  They're going to talk

 19    about fish.  They're going to talk caribou.  (Speaking in

 20    Gwich'in.)  Sacred place where the life begin.

 21         We sing a song Reverend Isaac Tritt, Sr. showed us

 22    and taught us.  I'd like to sing one of them before I

 23    finish.  Yeah.  Before I finish.  So I get to sing, and

 24    they can't cut me off.

 25         And my name -- my name is Sarah James, and a really
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  1    proud moment today, last two days, because I got my --

  2    they gave -- my people gave me the (Gwich'in) credential.

  3    It means I'm one of the spokesperson for Gwich'in Nation,

  4    for Arctic Village, Venetie and the whole Indian

  5    reservation.  Our Native Village of Venetie Tribal

  6    Government is 1.8 million acres, and there is no

  7    development on it.  Our caribou use it.  We keep it clean.

  8    We welcome people into our land and treat them very good,

  9    and they leave happy.

 10         So I want to sing one song about raven.  Raven was

 11    put on this earth to keep the earth clean.  All the

 12    animals got a special purpose to be here by the Creator.

 13    And we respect them, and we are supposed to speak for them

 14    because he did pick them -- they know their role.  They

 15    know what to do.  And that's why -- that's how God put

 16    them.  If we keep everything the way that God made things,

 17    things will be okay.  We will have peace.

 18         And so we honor Raven for keeping the earth clean.

 19    And what we do is we have -- somebody shot a caribou.

 20    That's a story.  And he had to take it home to village or

 21    to his camp or to -- back to where he -- so he had to pack

 22    it.  But he can't pack the whole caribou, so he left some

 23    behind.  And of course, who is there?  Raven, eating on

 24    it, because that's what they do.  And when he come back,

 25    they flew away because they are scared of human.  Human is
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  1    our -- we are enemy to the human -- I mean, we are the

  2    enemy to animal or life.  Life, what I mean is plant,

  3    water, land and life.

  4         Well, anyway, so when they all run away, the hunter

  5    picked up the rest of his meat and went home, and there

  6    were some scraps there, some scraps here and there.  They

  7    come rushing in.  So that's the last part of their meal.

  8    So they all rushed in trying to get a piece of whatever

  9    left over, clean it up.  Sometimes there is a lot of them.

 10    So that's what we describe when we dance and we honor

 11    raven.

 12         (A song was performed.)

 13         Back in 1988 -- I talked about it yesterday and they

 14    already heard it, but the part I didn't put in there, I'm

 15    going to put it in there.  When once we educate people

 16    from 1988, that's what our elders told us to do.  And they

 17    chose four from Canada, four from U.S. to do that because

 18    each tribal chief at that time, they were very busy with

 19    their own tribal members.  They were.  And so they said --

 20    they introduced that same -- that resolution they are

 21    going to renew.  We renew it last -- 2016 here.  We have

 22    Gwich'in gathering every two years.  And it's been renewed

 23    every year.  It's called Niintsyaa.  That means --

 24    Niintsyaa is teammates.  And we used that long time ago

 25    when we were in bow and arrow, and that's our -- for the
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  1    runner.  Well, anyway, that related to Niintsyaa.

  2         And then we -- you know.  Well, anyway, we had -- so

  3    we had year 2016 gathering, so my brother help -- Eddie

  4    James helped build Hero Park down there.  So right here we

  5    have meeting, we are going to have a break.  Anybody new

  6    here to Arctic Village, new to Alaska?  Could take a walk

  7    down there.  It was a meeting [indiscernible].  You could

  8    hear it from there.  So take a look.  On this window we

  9    have prayer day.  We had eight bishops came up here.  So

 10    they build a sacred fire.  We build a sacred fire when we

 11    built it at year 2016 and so -- for the prayer day, and

 12    there is sacred ashes down there.  So if you guys want to

 13    take sacred ashes home you could and start your own sacred

 14    fire.

 15         So 1988 was a rebirth of our nation because our

 16    border kept us apart for 150 years.  And we got relatives

 17    over there and some of the relatives from down here, and

 18    they were all crying and praying, singing and getting to

 19    know their -- it was like a rebirth of the nation.  And

 20    they came into this community and say, we are going to do

 21    the Indian way.  We are going to do it before they got

 22    here.  And so they carve the [indicernible] that way and

 23    they gave a talking stick.  And they say, only talk with

 24    the talking stick because this is our way and we are going

 25    to make that decision our way.
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  1         So they chose four from U.S., four from Canada to go

  2    forever and make that resolution work because it -- the

  3    chief is the one that introduced a resolution.  They said

  4    this is really good what's going on, but nobody knows

  5    about us.  And they think they are Inupiat.  They think we

  6    are Eskimo.  They think that we are -- we don't exist.

  7    There is only Eskimo and we live in igloo.  And they don't

  8    even know where Arctic Village is at.  They don't even

  9    know Gwich'in.  They don't even know the caribou.

 10         So they say we have to educate them.  And they said

 11    once we say it's pretty country, there is lots of it, they

 12    are going to start pouring.  That's another threat.

 13    That's another threat, traffic.  And then they said okay.

 14    We got it.  We want to do it in a good way.  Educate them,

 15    which we did, and we did it very well.  Now they know we

 16    are Gwich'in, and the caribou, 1002, even, and Arctic

 17    National Wildlife Refuge.  I don't like to call it ANWR

 18    because it doesn't seem very important when it sounds

 19    ANWR, so I say Arctic National Wild Refuge or Arctic

 20    Refuge.

 21         This has been introduced to the year 2016 Gwich'in

 22    gathering two years ago.  So this is our talking stick for

 23    Gwich'in gathering.  So we did well, very well.  We make a

 24    lot of friends because there is a lot of good people.  I

 25    found out there is a lot of good people out there and,
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  1    listen, bad people.  There is many of them out there.  We

  2    still had to go get them.  And so we got them.  And we got

  3    a lot of friends.  And there is many of people our visitor

  4    here are here because they help us get friends.  But we

  5    speak for ourself as a tribal, as a human rights and that

  6    we live here all the time.  This is where -- we didn't

  7    come from nowhere.  We are not going anywhere.  We are

  8    here to stay.  And I think we did pretty well.  God put us

  9    here to take care of this part of the world, and we did.

 10    We did well.

 11         They all say, where you come from?  Where you come

 12    from?  Over the bridge?  Under the bridge?  No.  God put

 13    us here.  Creator, God put us here.  So back in 1950 they

 14    threat the caribou then, too.

 15         My grandpa is Albert E. Tritt; my father Ezias James,

 16    my mother, my sister Nina Russell, my other sister Dorothy

 17    John, all the way down they -- they cook the caribou.  And

 18    I'm the last one in the family.  So it better be kept.

 19    So -- and now it's threatened big time by the Trump

 20    Administration and the Republican administration.  And

 21    they control our government.

 22         And the rushing.  And our life is -- have never been

 23    rushed like that.  We always live here and we are

 24    (Gwich'in).  Humble.  Humble people.  And we're also

 25    Gwich'in.  That means peoples.  I mean, people is good.
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  1    With an S.  And many -- many birds come there.  Many,

  2    many -- 150 different species of bird.  I'm worried about

  3    that one little bird that lives there all year-round up

  4    there.  There is a hot spring up there, and that bird

  5    lives in that hot spring.  And once that oil get into that

  6    tundra, it will seep into the tundra.  It will get to that

  7    little bird.  So I'm worried about that.

  8         There is one from North Pole -- I mean, South Pole.

  9    They fly from South Pole, Arctic tern.  And that's pretty

 10    far.  So we worry about all those things, and we got story

 11    on them just like we had -- I'm just saying the raven

 12    story.

 13         And we are not alone.  We educate our people.  We

 14    educate the world.  We are not alone.  Now we got to tell

 15    them that we also have a government, which is Native

 16    Village of Venetie Tribal Government.  We take care of the

 17    caribou, and there is a lot of Gwich'in government.  All

 18    15 villages have government.  And we already have requests

 19    to join from Fort Yukon and two other villages.  There are

 20    some -- I got a letter that said they will join.  So some

 21    down Lower 48, the plains Indians, they know what happened

 22    to them.  We don't have to tell the story of them.

 23         Many things save us along the way.  Boy, when the war

 24    started, I thought, oh, we lost.  But we didn't.  There

 25    was Gulf War.  And then I thought -- I thought they going
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  1    to -- they said they are going -- going to be up to

  2    defense department.

  3         Another thing, I really want to finish up because

  4    there is many young people that want to talk.  And one --

  5    one tenth of Arctic coast we are talking about.  Only one

  6    tenth.  And this is one tenth.  The only thing that's

  7    protected right now is Arctic National Wildlife Refuge

  8    right here in this little -- between the red and the

  9    Canada border, that's Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.

 10    And if we can protect this whole thing, we are going to

 11    protect one-tenth of Arctic coast.  And Prudhoe Bay is

 12    already into this part of it, and they call that the

 13    National Petroleum Reserve.  That means it will get into

 14    development.

 15         So we are only -- we are saving polar bear on this

 16    end because polar bear is threatened big time with the

 17    climate change.  Climate change is real.  And that's the

 18    only place the polar bear will be protected.  And then we

 19    got three species of bears in the refuge:  Black bear,

 20    grizzly bear and polar bear.  Only place in the world.  So

 21    we need to protect.

 22         I know that one-third of oil owned by U.S.  Things

 23    just don't add up with me.  It just don't do one and one

 24    is two.  No.  To me it's not because one -- one-third of

 25    oil the United States own, they said.  And even if we
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  1    drill everything we got, we are not going to meet our

  2    energy need the way we are using it.  That don't add.

  3         And then we -- where we are talking about is windy

  4    and breezy all the time.  That's where that vegetation

  5    come out.  And that's the only safe place and healthy

  6    place and quiet place to have their calf.  And that's why

  7    they go up there.  And if we do gas and oil development,

  8    that's going to be gone.  All the predators up there in

  9    the foothills raising their young.  And caribou are on the

 10    coastal plain and I think -- they can't go up in the

 11    foothills.  It's too cold and there are predators up

 12    there.  And if they do go up high, it's too cold and

 13    there's no food.  So it just don't add up.  And there is

 14    wind there all the time.  That will take care of it.  And

 15    there is a wave coming in from the ocean.  That will take

 16    care of it.  That's alternative energy.  And we need to go

 17    alternative.  Let's go alternative.  And I got to go

 18    alternative.

 19         Thank you.

 20                    MS. JEWELS GILBERT:  Hello.  (Speaking in

 21    Gwich'in).  I'm Jewels Gilbert and I'm from here in Arctic

 22    Village.  My parents are Cynthia Gilbert and Bruce

 23    Martins.  And my grandparents are Trimble and Mary

 24    Gilbert.  I'm Neets'aii Gwich'in from Vashraii K'oo.  We

 25    are the caribou people since the beginning of time.  Our
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  1    main diet is caribou.  Without the caribou I don't think

  2    we will survive.  Not just us, other animals and birds,

  3    too.  The 1002 area is sacred because of the calvings.

  4         I think this is a real sensitive issue.  The oil

  5    companies, when they drill, they will destroy land, water

  6    air, and animals.  Everything they are saying that they

  7    will not do to damage our 1002 area is not true.  We know

  8    because they have done the drilling all over the world.

  9    This is the last frontier.  It's just going to be a

 10    disaster waiting to happen.  We don't want to live off of

 11    oil companies and their money.  We want to continue living

 12    off of what we have.  We will continue to thrive on what

 13    we have, which is our traditions, our lands, our ways of

 14    life.

 15         Ever since I was a little girl, my grandparents, they

 16    always cook our traditional foods and they fed me well,

 17    telling stories.  That's most precious memories I'm very

 18    blessed to have.  I want to continue that in the future.

 19    That's the blessing and joy I want to have for my children

 20    and my grandchildren.

 21         Caribou meat has been our daily food, and all I have

 22    been hearing is nothing but bad things about oil companies

 23    trying to take our land and culture.  From the bottom of

 24    my heart, I don't think it's right.  I cry about it and I

 25    go to my room and pray about it.  This is who we are, the
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  1    lands, animals and everything around us.  It's like our

  2    other halves.  It's like you are destroying part of us.

  3    That's what makes us feel drained when we hear about the

  4    issue of the 1002 area.

  5         For the past couple of months before school ended, I

  6    worked with the little one, our next generation.  I

  7    explained to them about -- I explained to them of who we

  8    are, where we came from and why we are still here.  They

  9    shed tears of joy, not wanting to throw that away.  They

 10    are proud of who we are.  We are proud of who we are.

 11    They were scared to think that this oil company is more

 12    important than our way of life.

 13         If you want proof to know how long we have been here

 14    and to know how long we have lived off the caribou, there

 15    are caribou fences surrounding our villages and throughout

 16    our Gwich'in Nation.  In Old Crow, Yukon, Canada

 17    researchers found arrowheads and caribou bone tools made

 18    by our people over 25,000 years ago.  That's our proof

 19    that we lived on the caribou for thousands of years.

 20         Thank you for your time.  Thank you.

 21                    MR. CHRISTOPHER STRICKLAND:  Hello.  I'm

 22    Christopher Strickland.  I'm from Arctic and Venetie.  I

 23    just wanted to say if you open up the 1002 of ANWR, there

 24    is a high chance that you are going to kill off the

 25    animals or change the route of the caribou and the birds.
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  1    And us hunters like Jerrald and David and all the others,

  2    we all live off the animals and we don't need to change

  3    their route.  I don't speak for just me, but the youth of

  4    Arctic and Venetie.  Thank you.

  5                    MR. ISIAH WIEHL:  Hi.  I'm Isiah, and I'm

  6    15.  I didn't write any speeches, but I guess I'll make

  7    one up right now.  But like all the other people say, we

  8    do live off our -- off our land, but we don't get our food

  9    from the store.  That's just extra.  We get food from the

 10    land, from the caribous.

 11         And I don't know what else to say.  But the thing

 12    that's happening right now, I don't like it.  I'm thinking

 13    that it's going to ruin our culture, our life.  And we

 14    need to pass it on to the kids.  Even me, pass it on to

 15    the next generation of life, but -- yeah.  Thank you.

 16                    MR. ISIAH BOYLE:  Hi.  I'm Isiah Boyle.

 17    I'm from Circle and Venetie.  And I wanted to say oil and

 18    gas drilling and accompanying air, water and noise

 19    pollution will turn the existence of water, life and

 20    harmless indigenous people that rely on ecosystems and our

 21    subsistence way of life.

 22                    MR. JOE BALASH:  Five-minute break.

 23               (A break was taken.)

 24                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  Is there any way we

 25    can get the transcript so we can read it and give you guys
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  1    edits or corrections?

  2                    MR. JOE BALASH:  We will answer you when

  3    Nicole comes back.

  4                    MS. KAREN MOURITSEN:  She knows.

  5                    MS. FAITH GEMMILL-FREDSON:  I just want to

  6    say welcome to our visitors and even the newcomers today.

  7    Welcome to our community.  My name is Faith

  8    Gemmill-Fredson.  I'm Neets'aii Gwich'in, Pit River and

  9    Wintoo [ph].  I was raised here in Vashraii K'oo.  This is

 10    my community.  My mother is Fannie Gemmill.  Her father is

 11    Abel Tritt.  And her mom, my grandmother, was Helen

 12    Cochran, and my great grandfather is Albert Tritt and

 13    great grandmother, Sarah Tritt.  I'm just going to say my

 14    mom's side of my lineage since I was raised here as

 15    Neets'aii Gwich'in.  And I was raised knowing our

 16    Neets'aii Gwich'in culture, values and way of life.

 17         When I was growing up in this community, even from

 18    the time we were very young, every fall the caribou

 19    migrates back here to this mountain over here called

 20    Dachanlee.  And we wait for them to come back from the

 21    calving grounds.  Our people are waiting and watching.

 22    Over there we can watch and see when they start coming.

 23    And when they come, we have protocol, cultural protocol.

 24    The leaders have to come and pass.  Once they pass, then

 25    it's our time to go up to the mountain.
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  1         We all go up to the mountain, and there is campsites

  2    all over that mountain that are set up.  And families are

  3    on the mountain and ready to start hunting caribou to

  4    support ourselves for the winter.  It's a very sacred

  5    time, and it's a very important time for our people.  It's

  6    one of the most important times of our community.

  7         The Porcupine caribou herd is vital to our cultural

  8    way of life.  We use every part of the animal to meet our

  9    needs.  In the past, even our homes were made from caribou

 10    hides.  But now we still use bones to make cultural tools,

 11    and we still use the hides for many articles of clothing,

 12    cultural clothing.  Hunting in itself is a cultural

 13    practice.  At the time when the herd is in our territory,

 14    we practice many of our own spiritual beliefs that have

 15    been taught to us and handed down generation to generation

 16    from our ancestors; thereby, we are spiritually bound to

 17    the caribou, too.

 18         We have a creation story.  In our creation story it's

 19    said that there was once a time when there was just

 20    animals.  And in our story, the animals had human

 21    characteristics.  They were like human beings.  And then

 22    there was a split between the animal nation and us where

 23    we -- where human beings were created.  In our story it's

 24    said that we came from the caribou.  Gwich'in came from

 25    the caribou.  And at that time when that split happened,
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  1    the caribou and the Gwich'in made an agreement that from

  2    that time on, the caribou would always retain a part of

  3    the Gwich'in heart, and the Gwich'in would always retain a

  4    part of the caribou heart.  So we are one and the same in

  5    a spiritual way with the caribou.

  6         And this is no different than the plains tribes and

  7    the buffalo.  And you know what happened when the buffalo

  8    were wiped out.  That's the same relationship our people

  9    have with the caribou.

 10         The herd also represents an important facet of the

 11    social fabric of our community.  That time when we are on

 12    the mountain to hunt, that's the time when many teachings

 13    are taught to our young people.  And there are certain

 14    roles for people.  Men have their roles.  Women, we have

 15    our roles.  Men, they are the providers of the community.

 16    They are our hunters.  And some of them are taught from

 17    the time they are just small.  They can't even hold a gun

 18    yet, but they are taught.  They are taught how to

 19    respectfully take the animal, how to give proper respect

 20    for what they take, to only take what we need to feed our

 21    communities and to do it in a way that's respectful to the

 22    land and giving proper thanks.  And we have all other --

 23    many other teachings, but that's part of it.

 24         For the women, we take care of our homes, our

 25    families.  We are the backbone of our families, the women.
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  1    And at that time we are in the camp and when they bring

  2    the meat, we take care of it.  We cut it up.  We put aside

  3    the parts that are only for elders to eat.  There are some

  4    parts that young women are not supposed to eat.  We teach

  5    our young women that.  And once we put aside those parts,

  6    there is meat that's sent down to the community for

  7    families that need it.  And then whatever is left in the

  8    camp, we cut it and we have drying racks and we dry and

  9    smoke our meat.  And that's going to feed our family all

 10    winter.  And at that time, a lot of teachings are being

 11    taught from the mothers and the grandmothers to the young

 12    women.

 13         So the caribou is not just our food.  It's not just

 14    our culture.  It's a part -- it's a vital component of the

 15    social fabric of our community.  All these teachings are

 16    taught when we are out on the land.

 17         And then one of our young men spoke yesterday talking

 18    about how we can't afford to live without the caribou.

 19    You go to our store, look at the prices.  You can't feed

 20    your family on that all year, unless you are a

 21    millionaire.  And I don't see no millionaires in here.

 22    The caribou is essential to the economic well-being of our

 23    people.  We have to have the caribou as our subsistence to

 24    feed our families because we can't afford what's sent up

 25    here from outside.  We won't survive without it.  In our
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  1    little communities, we don't have large grocery stores.

  2         And it's not just caribou.  It's all the other

  3    animals.  We have to live our subsistence way of life to

  4    survive here.  The prices that are added on just because

  5    of the cost of freight is too high for us to depend on

  6    anything else.  So a critical part of our food security is

  7    at threat.  How are you guys going to replace that?  You

  8    can't replace that.

  9         And then -- and there are others that are going to

 10    speak to that more, but I just wanted to paint a picture

 11    of how our community, our people, the Gwich'in Nation --

 12    and we are a nation.  There is 15 Gwich'in communities,

 13    northeast Alaska, northwest Canada.  And all our

 14    communities are strategically located to accommodate the

 15    Porcupine caribou herd.  Half of our communities are going

 16    to be ignored in this process because they are in Canada.

 17    That's not right.  We are one people, one nation.  And

 18    then the other half are being ignored now in this process.

 19    They are Gwich'in.  They are all impacted just like us.

 20    And they need to be part of scoping.  And they need to be

 21    part of the process.  You can't shut out half of us; more

 22    than half, actually.

 23         So the Porcupine caribou herd is critical to our

 24    physical, cultural, spiritual, social and economic needs.

 25    And growing up in this community, our elders, they have
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  1    always uplifted our way of life and taught our people to

  2    have respect for the land and value the land.  Money is

  3    short-term.  It's not going to last, nor will it provide

  4    for us forever.  A job is short-term, but a way of life is

  5    forever.  Our land is forever.  That's what our elders

  6    taught us.

  7         I remember sitting in the meetings and the elders

  8    talking about this.  They said, money is not for us.  Our

  9    land will always be here for us.  And they always stress

 10    for us to have respect, respect for the land because it's

 11    how we live.

 12         We are only sovereign if we are able to live and be

 13    who we are.  We are only sovereign if we govern ourselves

 14    based upon our own values and teachings of our people.  We

 15    are only sovereign if the land that provides for us and

 16    that we are entirely dependent upon is intact and

 17    protected.  We have a reciprocal relationship with the

 18    land since forever.  The Creator gave us this place and

 19    this herd, which is why we're here today speaking to you.

 20    We follow Creator's laws.  It's in our blood, natural law.

 21         The western value and system, the values and system

 22    of the western ways have forgotten the original laws of

 23    Creator.  And now we see the threats to humankind itself.

 24    Talk to any indigenous community anywhere around the

 25    world.  We have prophesies about this time when humankind
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  1    starts taking and taking and taking too much from the

  2    earth and not allowing the earth to replenish itself.

  3         And that's what we are doing with fossil fuels.  And

  4    now what's the result?  Climate change.  Catastrophic

  5    climate change.  And I know there is a lot of deniers

  6    about climate change and the cause of climate change

  7    within the Trump Administration, but most scientists --

  8    all the top scientists around the world have stated that

  9    the major human cause of emissions that are resulting in

 10    global warming is fossil fuels, the burning of fossil

 11    fuels.  It's a human cause.  We are the ones creating this

 12    situation.  And I want to go on record saying that, to

 13    challenge the climate deniers because you can't deny it

 14    anymore.

 15         Look at all the hurricanes.  Look at all of these

 16    massive storms that are happening all around the world

 17    right now.  That's because of climate change.  So human

 18    beings have caused this because we have taken and taken

 19    and taken from the earth too fast and too much without

 20    giving the earth time to heal.  And what is it for?

 21    Profit.

 22         And as I look at this process and I think about this

 23    issue, you guys are asking my people to sacrifice who we

 24    are for profit.  And that ain't right.

 25         But I want to go back to climate change.  Here in
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  1    Alaska alone, some of the effects of climate change, we

  2    see altered weather patterns.  We can't predict the

  3    weather anymore.  More severe storms, erosion of coastal

  4    areas, greater precipitation, thawing permafrost.  The

  5    ground is literally melting beneath us.  Melting sea ice,

  6    receding glaciers, increased spruce bark beetle, increased

  7    and severe forest fires.  The land is literally burning up

  8    in the summertime where communities have to be emergency

  9    evacuated because of these fires.  Declining fish

 10    populations, migratory habitat, destructions of key

 11    subsistence resources like the caribou, destruction of all

 12    natural cycles of life.  This is happening.  This is real.

 13         And it's happening in Alaska.  We see it because we

 14    live close to the land.  Any changes to the land, we are

 15    the first ones that see it.  And we have been telling

 16    Congress for over 40 years about climate change and why

 17    they shouldn't drill in the Arctic National Wildlife

 18    Refuge.  We warned Congress about it.

 19         But these impacts of climate change are leading to

 20    loss of subsistence resources and our rights as indigenous

 21    peoples.  Relocation of some communities -- some

 22    communities are actually on a waiting list right now

 23    that -- these are coastal communities, and they are going

 24    to be forced to relocate because of climate change where

 25    they are literally caving off into the ocean and no one
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  1    wants to foot the bill.  The State won't foot the bill.

  2    The Feds won't foot the bill.  The oil companies aren't

  3    going to pay for it.  That's what's happening.  And it

  4    ain't right where indigenous peoples are going to be

  5    climate refugees in their own homeland.  This is their

  6    homeland, our homeland.  This is our land.

  7         So governments around the world are talking about

  8    global climate change, and the U.S. is not agreeing to

  9    stop what we are doing.  We are not playing fair with

 10    global governments by continuing our policy, business as

 11    usual, drill it all.  So around the world there is

 12    actually going to be climate refugees that are going to

 13    start coming to countries.  And are we going to open the

 14    doors to them?

 15         So climate change, to me, is one of the biggest

 16    issues why it's not wise to drill the last five percent of

 17    Alaska's only Arctic coast that's still protected.  That's

 18    what the Arctic refuge is.  It's the last five percent

 19    that's still protected.  95 percent is open to oil and gas

 20    development.  That doesn't make sense.  That's not wise to

 21    just take everything.

 22         There is a reason why people like my people are in

 23    this situation in Alaska.  And I want to talk about it

 24    because some people don't understand about what happened

 25    up here.  There were laws that were put into place that
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  1    impact the rights of indigenous people, and to this day we

  2    are still dealing with them.  And the one law that I

  3    really want to talk about which creates this situation we

  4    are in -- and it's one of our greatest challenges as

  5    indigenous peoples -- and it's the Alaska Native Claims

  6    Settlement Act.

  7         The United States Congress unilaterally passed the

  8    Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act in 1971, and the

  9    reason was to legitimize U.S. ownership and governance

 10    over indigenous peoples, our lands, and to access our

 11    resources.  Under ANCSA, for-profit Native corporations

 12    were established, along with village corporations.  And

 13    those corporations are the ones that partner with these

 14    companies when it comes to resource extraction in our

 15    territories.

 16         The sole purpose of a corporation is profit at all

 17    cost.  A corporation does not look out for the health and

 18    well-being of the people; whereas, a tribe, a tribe's

 19    purpose is to look out for the health and well-being of

 20    the people.

 21         That act basically took the land from the rightful

 22    owners, the tribes, and transferred it over to

 23    corporations that they created under the act.  And so up

 24    there in the refuge, there is a corporation that's all for

 25    development because that's their bottom line.  They are a
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  1    business.  Their purpose is profit.  They have no other

  2    purpose.  So you are not going to hear about health.  You

  3    are not going to hear about the well-being of the people

  4    from them because that's not part of their mandate.  They

  5    are just a business.

  6         And I want to state that clearly because a lot of

  7    times in these processes when there is

  8    government-to-government meetings, the government entities

  9    try to meet with the corporation and say the corporation

 10    is the voice of the people.  The corporation is not the

 11    voice of the people.  The corporation is just a business.

 12    The tribes are the people.  That's the true voice of the

 13    people, and that's the only ones that government officials

 14    should be having government-to-government meetings with is

 15    only the tribes.  Nothing else.  I've seen it, and I want

 16    to make sure that that doesn't happen in this process.

 17         I want to talk a little bit about ANCSA a little bit

 18    more.  It was also put into place to assimilate Native

 19    people away from our own values and put us in to run these

 20    corporations.  So here we are, people that live on the

 21    land, that value the land, that love the land, that take

 22    care of the land.  All of a sudden this act was passed and

 23    now that person has to run a business and succeed or they

 24    could have been bought out or sold to another corporation.

 25    So those corporations had no choice because the land all
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  1    of a sudden became their assets and they were forced into

  2    a position of partnering with companies to develop their

  3    assets.

  4         But not our tribes.  Our tribes, especially here, we

  5    own everything.  We opted out.  Arctic Village and Venetie

  6    opted out of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act

  7    because we value the land.

  8         And another thing with ANCSA was -- it was put forth

  9    to eliminate aboriginal title to our ancestral

 10    territories, to access and exploit our resources,

 11    assimilate Alaska Natives, incorporate us into a western

 12    value system, but ultimately it was put into place to

 13    divide and conquer Alaska Native people because throughout

 14    this entire state, this fight is happening everywhere, all

 15    over the state of Alaska.  You have tribes that are

 16    standing up to defend these places because they are

 17    worried about the health and well-being of their people,

 18    and you have Native corporations wanting to drill the same

 19    place.  And that is a divisive tactic that was put into

 20    place through ANCSA to divide and conquer Alaska Native

 21    peoples.

 22         So when you hear there is division between Gwich'in

 23    and Inupiat, that's the division.  There is division

 24    between tribes and corporations, but I have a lot of

 25    Inupiat friends that are from there, and they don't want
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  1    it developed.  But their corporation has overpowered their

  2    voice and is the one that's recognized and speaking out.

  3    And I've heard that there is nearly half of the community

  4    up there that has gone on record in a petition saying they

  5    don't want to drill that place.  So I hope they speak up

  6    tomorrow when you all go up there because they are just

  7    like us.  They are worried about their own subsistence

  8    resources, too.

  9         The reason I wanted to talk about ANCSA is because I

 10    wanted to make sure you understood why Alaska Natives are

 11    in this situation and that it's not by choice.  We didn't

 12    choose that, and we were not allowed to vote on it or have

 13    a say at that time.  And it's something that our people,

 14    indigenous peoples in Alaska, are going to have to deal

 15    with in the future to try to correct a wrong that was done

 16    to us.  It was an injustice that was done to Alaska Native

 17    peoples because we should not even have to go through what

 18    we are going through today.  And that's why we are in this

 19    situation.

 20         And so what's happening throughout the state, there

 21    is Native corporations, the State, these companies, they

 22    target indigenous homelands and see our lands as a way to

 23    create profit for themselves without thinking about our

 24    people and what we are going to lose.  That's what's

 25    happening all over the state.  There is Inupiat that are
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  1    fighting for the ocean to protect their way of life.

  2    There are Athabascans in southern Alaska fighting mines to

  3    protect their way of life.  Even in our own -- in our own

  4    territory we had to fight to keep oil companies out of the

  5    southern refuge, and we are fighting up here to protect

  6    the calving grounds.

  7         So there is all these fights happening all over the

  8    state, just like how my people are standing up and

  9    fighting.  Tribes are standing up and fighting to protect

 10    their lands from development because development is going

 11    to harm and violate our human rights.  It's going to

 12    violate our lands and territories, our health and

 13    well-being at a time when we are in climate crisis.  It

 14    doesn't make sense to me that our people even have to

 15    fight while globally everyone is in climate crisis.

 16         On this issue there has been no free prior and

 17    informed consent, I'm sure, in this case.  The United

 18    States is a signatory to the declaration on the rights of

 19    indigenous peoples.  And this declaration gives indigenous

 20    communities the rights to say no to any development that

 21    threatens their people.  And the U.S. signed that.

 22         So right now, as you move forward with this, you hear

 23    our people.  We are saying no.  You guys are in violation

 24    as signatories to that, and you are violating the human

 25    rights of the Gwich'in people.  The U.S. government is
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  1    also a signatory to the international treaty and agreement

  2    on the conservation of the Porcupine caribou herd, calving

  3    and post-calving grounds.  So as the Trump Administration

  4    moves forward, the U.S. is in violation of that

  5    international treaty.

  6         When I think about these issues and I think about the

  7    indigenous peoples in the state and how we are just

  8    fighting so hard to protect our subsistence resources and

  9    rights, and when I talk to elders and people throughout

 10    the state, what's the solution?  There is a solution.

 11    There is an alternative.  And it's totally applicable in

 12    our communities and throughout the state of Alaska and

 13    applicable in the United States.  We have the technology

 14    for good energy, clean energy that would protect the

 15    health and well-being of the people.  We don't even need

 16    places like the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.  There is

 17    other energy resources that would protect the rights of

 18    communities that could be put in place instead.  That's

 19    what should be done, not take the last five percent that's

 20    still there.

 21         I would recommend a moratorium on all new exploration

 22    for oil, gas and coal as a first step towards the full

 23    phaseout of fossil fuels with a just transition to

 24    sustainable jobs, energy and environment.  And I want that

 25    on record.  Stop drilling places that are protected now.
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  1    Put a moratorium in place.  That would protect our

  2    communities from climate change and the impacts that we

  3    are already seeing.  That would protect our people and

  4    allow us to continue to be who we are as Gwich'in and live

  5    our way of life as we always have.

  6         In discussion of the time line yesterday, the

  7    department officials requested our people to tell you all

  8    when it would not be harmful to drill in calving grounds.

  9    There is no time it's not going to harm the caribou.  You

 10    can't drill there at all.  The tundra, if there is one

 11    spill that's going to seep into the tundra and get locked

 12    in, then when the snow melts, that's what the caribou is

 13    going to eat, and their young.  There is no time that's

 14    ever safe to drill in that calving grounds.

 15         The U.S. Congress passed this tax bill on this issue

 16    that's been debated for over 40 years.  It is one of the

 17    most contentious issues in Congress.  And this tax bill

 18    didn't allow any debate or merit on the issue itself.  And

 19    with that happening, that shut out the American public and

 20    railroaded this through, and now you guys are trying to

 21    rush this process on us.  That's not leadership.

 22         If the U.S. Congress wants to drill in the Arctic

 23    National Wildlife Refuge, put the issue back on the table

 24    and let Congress debate the merits of it because every

 25    time they have debated the merits of the issue, it's

00069

  1    always been voted down.  What they have done is just rush

  2    this process and pushed it on us.  And in this hastiness,

  3    mistakes are going to be made, and that's going to cause

  4    harm.  You need to slow down and you need to treat our

  5    people right.  You have the opportunity to do it right.

  6         And I believe that there is a sleeping giant in the

  7    United States, and they are going to rise up.  People are

  8    starting to awaken.  And more people are going to start

  9    standing up behind our nation again.  70 percent of the

 10    American public did not want drilling there.

 11         So those are the things I have been thinking about,

 12    listening in the meetings.  In my comments today I just

 13    want to strongly support the requests of our tribal

 14    governments, too, everything that they said yesterday.

 15    They requested the scoping comment period be extended for

 16    62 days.  I support that.  We want more scoping hearings

 17    to be held in all the Gwich'in villages that will be

 18    impacted.  That's the only proper way to go forward.  We

 19    request translation services, not just oral, but written.

 20    English is a second language to our people.

 21         And we had questions about the 810 review.  We want

 22    to make sure that you undertake the most intensive and

 23    comprehensive ANILCA Section 810 review ever conducted,

 24    including evaluation notice hearings.  You must also

 25    include critical subsistence migrating species besides
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  1    caribou, such as waterfowl and other species.  And at a

  2    minimum, hearings should be held in all of our communities

  3    for the 810 review, too.  And then we also request that

  4    when you initiate the process on Section 106 of the NHPA,

  5    we want -- in addition to our governments, we request you

  6    invite all Gwich'in governments, too, and communities for

  7    that process.  Those were most of the requests of our

  8    communities yesterday.

  9         And I thank you for allowing the three that requested

 10    to become cooperating agencies to be today.  So I thank

 11    you for that.

 12         And finally, I just want to go on record and register

 13    my objection to drilling or leasing the coastal plain of

 14    the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge because I'm a mother

 15    and I'm a grandmother, and I want my kids to live the way

 16    of life that we have always had.  They have a right to

 17    that.  They have a right to clean air, clean water and

 18    this land that provides for them.  That's why I object to

 19    what's happening.  Thank you.

 20                    MS. MYRA THUMMA:  My name is Myra Thumma.

 21    I should say (Speaking in Gwich'in.)  My name is Myra

 22    Thumma.  My grandparents are Donnie Roberts and Nina

 23    Roberts from Venetie on my mother's side, and my dad is

 24    Noah Peter.  He's from here.

 25         And I was thinking about my grandma.  Grandma was a
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  1    beautiful woman, a hard-working woman.  She just don't sit

  2    around.  She's always cooking, providing, walking out in

  3    the -- in the willows, setting rabbit snares.  She is

  4    really a hard-working -- I mean, she sews, beads, provides

  5    for the whole families.  My mom, my auntie, they all got,

  6    like, eight, nine kids, but she's always there.  And this

  7    is who I have for my role model.

  8         I also, myself, is a hunter.  I love to go out.  I

  9    probably shot, like, three moose because, you know, in

 10    Venetie, you know, we had to go out into the mountain to

 11    get caribou, but every time we hear there is a caribou in

 12    Arctic Village, people back home are happy because we know

 13    that we are going to get meat from our relatives here.

 14    And that's how we take care of each other.  This is who we

 15    are.  And this is the only life I know because I was born

 16    here, I was raised here, and I'm still here.  And that

 17    will not be taken away from me, with my kids and my

 18    grandkids.

 19         And I also serve on the Native Village of Venetie,

 20    and I not only speak for myself, but I speak for my

 21    people, too.  Because we got oil and gas development

 22    impact, there will be a harmful impact to the land, the

 23    air, our subsistence way of life, also on our social and

 24    cultural resource, especially for Alaska Natives,

 25    including the Gwich'in.
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  1         The other thing I want to talk about is the community

  2    and public health.  I used to work up north for, like,

  3    four years working in the clinic.  As itinerary travel

  4    from village to village, I see a lot of health issues, the

  5    health issues that we don't even have in our community.  I

  6    see patients with respiration problem.  I see people with

  7    mental health problem that we don't have.

  8         I asked that question to one of the elders up there.

  9    She said before the oil company came, we had a healthy

 10    life, but now look around.  As far as you could see, it's

 11    just all you could see is oil rigs everywhere.  And she

 12    said, this is what happened.  My husband died of cancer.

 13    And my kids, my grandkids have mental health problems.

 14    And she said, all these are created when the oil company

 15    came.

 16         And the other thing I was thinking about is that up

 17    at that 1002 area where our -- the birthing -- where the

 18    caribou migrate to and where they give birth, you know,

 19    there is probably a special food that's there that they go

 20    to that attract them.  And what kind of plant is that

 21    that's doing that?  Is that the area where the drilling

 22    will be at?  If that happens -- I mean, these plants has

 23    to be studied.  If that happens, the caribou will

 24    migrate -- they will just be separate.

 25         I mean, this is a place that it's just sacred, a
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  1    place our caribou go to stay around giving birth.  I mean,

  2    that's a really -- I mean, I'm just thinking about it and

  3    I said, wow, I mean, we know as the Gwich'in we are not

  4    even supposed to go up there.  We are not even supposed to

  5    disturb that area.  And that's how we were brought up.

  6    And that's how we know it.  I mean, I just -- I just

  7    know -- I mean, it just gives me the -- my heart just

  8    breaks, you know, think about all these -- I mean, for --

  9    for our life it's really important, that I'm just thankful

 10    that we as the Gwich'in, we speak one voice.  We stand

 11    with each other.

 12         And this is -- you know, no other -- I mean, if you

 13    live in the city, there is nowhere that you could just go

 14    into somebody's house and they offer you food and stuff.

 15    Here we all live together.  We all know each other.  If

 16    I'm hungry, I'll go down to Alan, and I just go in and

 17    help myself.  We can't do that in the city.  So this is a

 18    bond that we have as Gwich'in.  And that's what we are

 19    fighting for.

 20         And what will happen to the water and air that will

 21    impact?  And even when they build the roads and it will be

 22    access to anybody that will come in and go hunting, and

 23    that will happen.  And people will start coming in more

 24    and more.  And I mean, all this stuff that you guys need

 25    to think about because here in our community we live
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  1    peacefully.  I mean, it's quiet.

  2         You guys are -- some of you are probably wondering,

  3    man, these people are poor.  No, we are not.  We have our

  4    land.  We have our identity.  We have our way of life.

  5    And we are happy.  We are happy people.  We are.  We are

  6    pushing our children to get educated.  I have two

  7    granddaughters, and I really show them, I mean, to have

  8    respect, and they are -- I mean, my granddaughter, she

  9    said, Grandma -- she went back to Anchorage with her mom.

 10    She said, Grandma, who is going to cook Native food for

 11    me?  And I said, well, I can cook like something every

 12    week and send it down there.  She said okay.

 13         There are so many -- our tribal members are saying

 14    that we have a lot of species, we have a lot of wolves,

 15    you know, waterfowl and all that.  All those needs to be

 16    studied.  How are they going to be impacted?  And -- and I

 17    just want to say that when we do -- when you guys do the

 18    EIS, you know, you really got to look at the health

 19    impact, how it will impact, affect our -- the people and

 20    also the plants and animals.  Those are very important.

 21         Well, thank you for your time.

 22                    MR. DANIEL TRITT:  My name is Daniel Tritt

 23    from Arctic Village, and welcome to Vashraii K'oo.  The

 24    caribou means a lot to all of us, as everybody has been

 25    saying.  And as you guys been saying, my two little
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  1    daughters that are walking around, just recently I

  2    cooked -- I cooked a caribou leg.  They came up to me,

  3    Daddy, Daddy, candy?  I think if I bring them down to the

  4    store and I put that caribou head, or say I make fry meat,

  5    they will probably pick that other than the candy.  Yeah.

  6    They always like it.  We don't even give them juice or --

  7    just drink straight water.  We put juice in front of them.

  8    They will probably take the water.

  9         But ever since that first gathering in 1988, I was --

 10    my youngest daughter right there, I was her age running

 11    around like what she's been doing.  And she's only four.

 12    Right now I'm 33.  And since I was nine years old, I

 13    became a provider for many people.  My grandfather, Alan

 14    Tritt, he's the one that bringing me out since my youngest

 15    one there, she was two.

 16         Ever since then I have been -- people have been

 17    calling me up from even down states asking me for some dry

 18    meat.  They try to pay me money, but the money that they

 19    will give me, it won't -- it won't -- I don't take it

 20    because to provide -- it's out there.  It's free.  We just

 21    got to go, have patience and get it.  And for one box of

 22    shells, it's like 28, 30 bucks.  And you try and buy a

 23    steak from the store down here or from anywhere else, that

 24    steak probably cost us as much as that box, box of shells.

 25    It's only 20 rounds, but if you think about it, and 20
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  1    rounds, you could probably get at least ten caribou.  Or a

  2    box of shotgun shells for waterfowl, ducks, geese, you can

  3    get, like, five, ten times more than that one little

  4    steak.  And that steak is probably only made for one

  5    person.  And besides me, I got a family of six.  So that

  6    steak won't last too long.

  7         One little box of macaroni and cheese or bag of rice

  8    costs an arm and a leg.  But we try and make it stretch

  9    and do what we can do.  And it is very sacred.  It's a

 10    sacred place up there.  It means a lot probably to

 11    everybody, not only here, but everywhere else.  There is a

 12    lot of people standing up speaking up for us.  And it

 13    means a lot.

 14         And like I was saying, there is people like my

 15    grandfather, Abraham, Jimmy John, all of them, Darryl,

 16    he's cooking outside, they all taught me since I was their

 17    age.  And now it's up to me to do -- teach the younger

 18    ones as they were teaching me, like their grandfathers

 19    taught them.

 20         I don't only shoot caribou for the village.  I shoot

 21    caribou for people in Venetie or Fort Yukon and Fairbanks.

 22    They try to pay me, but no, I'd rather get and send it,

 23    pay the freight and everything.  Sometimes it's tough.

 24    Sometimes it's easy.  But look, we are still here.  We are

 25    still getting the caribou.  We are still fighting standing
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  1    up.  It's like that song Sarah sang earlier.  I became a

  2    leader for traditional dancers since I was probably ten

  3    years old.  And ever since then, I just -- when she sang

  4    it, it just make me proud and think it made me proud of

  5    who I am, where I come from.

  6         Because if you look around, there is no other place

  7    that's going to look like Arctic Village.  We call it,

  8    like, paradise.  You go out in the wilderness, you go up

  9    on the mountain, I don't know if you want to come back.

 10    You will probably say I don't want to come back.  I just

 11    want to stay, come back in a couple days.

 12         And just a couple months ago, I took my family out.

 13    You know what my daughter said whenever she seen it?

 14    Look, Mommy, caribou.  And my other daughter, Jenny, look,

 15    candy, mmm.

 16         First time I took her out, it was not too long ago,

 17    and there was caribou up here on the lakes up toward the

 18    mountain, and that caribou was standing there.  And my

 19    girlfriend was, like, be quiet.  Don't move.  Daddy is

 20    going to shoot.  I shot.  Mommy, caribou fall like candy?

 21    Then there is more coming.  Mommy, look, all that candy.

 22    Just -- they are the ones that I provide for and for

 23    whoever else.  If I had the dry meat right now, I give it

 24    to my daughters and they will give it to you and they will

 25    say here, candy.  Eat num-num.  Yeah.
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  1         I have been doing hunting since I was two.  And yeah,

  2    I do it all since -- I got two boys, too, that one of them

  3    just shot their first one last year.  Look, Dad, I shot

  4    him.  He's over there.  Where?  Right there.  Yeah, every

  5    time I bring them out or I -- somebody else shoot caribou

  6    and I bring it by, who shot it, oh, Uncle Gerald or Bobba

  7    Charlie or Grandpa Allo.  Oh, Dad, I just want you to

  8    shoot it.

  9         But another one is the ducks.  Go out every year.

 10    Every spring we wait all year, all winter.  And when they

 11    come, they come, and then they go with -- we have fun.  So

 12    right now there is probably a couple guys out there.  They

 13    stay out there sometimes a couple weeks, at least, or

 14    more.  But I have been going out hunting pretty much all

 15    my life.  We used to go up -- go upriver, stay up there.

 16    We go up there as soon as the ice go out.  We stay up

 17    there.  We get what -- if we get caribou -- if we see

 18    caribou we get them.  Mainly go for fish and ducks.

 19         And we stay up there all summer.  It seems like one

 20    or two guys come back, get supplies.  We will stay up

 21    there.  Come back probably a little bit before school

 22    starts in August, first week of August.  But we don't want

 23    to go to -- say Mom, Mom, Dad, can you excuse us?  We want

 24    to go up to the mountain.  We will go straight up there.

 25    Change our clothes, get new socks and everything.  We will
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  1    camp out up there until freeze-up, which is the first

  2    week, second week of September.  We come out and get the

  3    ground squirrel, shoot some caribou.  We do what we can

  4    while we can.

  5         Even in the middle of winter, get 40, 50 below, if

  6    the freezers are empty, nothing in the fridge, get

  7    caribou, and that will supply us for at least a couple

  8    weeks.  And whoever else needs meat, tell them come up,

  9    get a little piece, or I cook soup, make fry meat and

 10    rice.  Oh, boy, they are all up then.

 11         But yeah, I'm pretty -- pretty nervous.  Welcome to

 12    Arctic Village.  And you guys are always welcome.  Come

 13    back.  I could go out and show you how it's -- how to do

 14    it or how we -- how I have been taught.  A couple weeks,

 15    like last month I finally took out a -- these two people.

 16    One of them was from -- I think it was Whitehorse, and the

 17    other one was -- she was a woman from Florida that takes

 18    pictures for National Geographic.  I took them out.

 19    Really sure to see my pictures on National Geographic.

 20         But thank you for coming and come again whenever you

 21    need to.  All right.  Thank you.

 22                    MS. DEBBIE TRITT-KENDI:  (Speaking in

 23    Gwich'in.)  In my language I said I will start off with a

 24    caribou song.  As many as you guys heard, you guys heard

 25    my grandfather's name, Reverend Albert Tritt.  And his --
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  1    and his kids.  There is Martha James.  Martha Tritt,

  2    maiden name.  Isaac Tritt, Sr., my father.  He's my

  3    father, my late father.  And there is three other ones.

  4    There is Abel Tritt, Paul Tritt, George Tritt.  We all

  5    came from our ancestors, our grandparents.  And I

  6    purposely wore this shirt that says Maggie Gilbert and

  7    James Gilbert, and they also are my family, my

  8    grandparents.

  9         And as you see, my people here, my family, they are

 10    all my brothers and sisters.  We all came from the same

 11    generation.  And we all live on caribou.  We live on

 12    whitefish.  We live on trouts.  We live off our land.  We

 13    don't go to the store.  You buy steak, that's 15 bucks.

 14    One time a hunter came up to me and he said, I don't want

 15    to buy $15 steak.  I want to buy $30 gun shells.  I'll get

 16    more caribou with that.

 17         So here we are standing peacefully, respectfully.  We

 18    are all Gwich'ins and we are proud to be Gwich'ins.  And

 19    we speak from our heart because we respect our elders.

 20         So I will start off, and you guys can follow.  And

 21    this song, my dad taught Sarah.  And we started in

 22    1975, '4, as I remember.  Half of the Gwich'in dancers are

 23    laying down there sleeping.  They are very strong like we

 24    are as we are standing here now.  So I will start off with

 25    the caribou song.
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  1         (A song was performed.)

  2                    MS. DEBBIE TRITT-KENDI:  (Speaking in

  3    Gwich'in.)  In my language I said my name is Debbie

  4    Tritt-Kendi, and I was born and raised in Arctic Village.

  5    And my Indian name is Treenahtsyaa.  Happens to be with

  6    the tears.  And my dad's name is Reverend Isaac Tritt.

  7    You guys heard his name.  You guys heard Albert Tritt's

  8    name.  My mom's name, Naomi Tritt.  Maiden name, Naomi

  9    Peter.

 10         And she died last year on May 23 with heart broken

 11    because my son did a wrongful thing, committed suicide.

 12    That really hurt us.  Every one of us got hurt.  But as

 13    you see, us here, we are happy for living off the land

 14    like this.  We go down to buy gas, it's $10 a gallon.  We

 15    go to store to buy steak, it's 30 to $15.

 16         And I'm married almost a year now to a Canadian.

 17    He's from Fort McPherson, and he's also Gwich'in.  So my

 18    point to this is, as Gwich'in Nation, we are all one.  We

 19    are all in one.  We go across the border, we have family

 20    over there.  They come over here, we are their family.

 21         And as for these youth here, look at them, beautiful

 22    youth.  Their next step is our side.  They are going to be

 23    beside us.  They will be standing up there.  They will be

 24    fighting for what we are fighting for.  And earlier I was

 25    sitting outside, a smoke hit me, and I thought to myself,
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  1    gee, you know what?  I'd rather smell campfire smoke

  2    instead of an oil burning smoke that will kill me.

  3    Campfire smoke will feed me because we are cooking animals

  4    off the land; rabbits, ground squirrels, caribou mainly.

  5    As you heard of our caribou, we use caribou a lot.  We

  6    share it.  They send us dry fish.  We send them dry meat.

  7    They send us whole salmon, we send them a whole caribou.

  8         And as for these elders, I love them.  I love every

  9    one of those elders because you know why?  Because they

 10    got wisdom.  They tell the truth.  They talk to us

 11    sensibly.  I'm 54 years old now.  And all this time -- I

 12    go visit Gideon once in a while.  He talks to me.  He

 13    stops by me.  He talks about this and that.  And I stop by

 14    Allo's once in a while to have tea, because they share.

 15    They love to share their words.  They love to feed people.

 16         One thing that really hurts my heart is why do you

 17    guys do this to us?  We are tribes that live off

 18    subsistencely.  We don't have no running water.  We got to

 19    buy $50 five-gallon gas, go out and get wood to keep us

 20    warm during the winter.  We got to buy $20 two-gallon gas

 21    for four-wheeler to drive around right now.

 22         And when you drill oil up there, you know what's

 23    going to happen?  Inflation.  Everything will go up.  They

 24    are going to start killing our caribou, most likely start

 25    selling it back to us.  We are not used to that.  We are
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  1    used to go out there and just killing them and bringing

  2    them back in and then just share.

  3         There is a lot of hurt people around here.  A lot of

  4    them.  I see them.  Young ones that don't even want to

  5    speak up, but it's like us speaking up for them.  That's

  6    what we keep in us is a strong heart.  And we could be

  7    cold-minded if we want to be.  But again, we are Neets'aii

  8    Gwich'ins and we are kind, loving, caring, and we all

  9    believe -- we believe in God.  We pray.

 10         I pray today that you hear every word that anybody,

 11    every person said in here, that you will extend the June

 12    thing to maybe August.  Like I said, if a white person

 13    come up to me and talk to me, I wouldn't understand a word

 14    they say because they are using their complicated words.

 15    But if an Athabascan -- Gwich'in Athabascan come to me and

 16    talk to me in Gwich'in, I'll answer right back because I

 17    know how to speak, read, write and hear.

 18         And these pictures on the wall, that's my dad over

 19    there.  That's my grandpa right there Albert -- I mean,

 20    Titus Peter.  Very strongly people.  And over there, that

 21    picture, that's how we lived a long time ago.  They didn't

 22    have no roof over their head.  They had tents.  My mom

 23    lived on this earth 91 years and told their stories with

 24    us, and those stories were happy.  She told us about these

 25    families around here.  They didn't grow up rich.  They
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  1    grew up poor because they didn't know nothing about money.

  2    We don't know nothing about money in those days, but these

  3    days it's just cash, money.  I don't really go for money.

  4    I'd rather pray and have faith, and God will provide

  5    everything.

  6         So please, listen to these people here.  We are

  7    hurting.  And we are all Gwich'ins.  Mahsi'.

  8                    MR. WILBUR JACK KENNEDY:  That was my

  9    wife.  My name is Wilbur Jack Kennedy.  I'm from

 10    Shahnyuutii', Fort McPherson, Northwest Territories,

 11    Canada.  And we are the people of the headwaters.  And

 12    each day I get up in the morning, I first of all pray for

 13    my kids and I pray for the elders and those little babies.

 14    And I pray for all of you because I'm here on your land.

 15    I know I cost one penny, but I'm an American now since I

 16    married into the Neets'aii.  So that makes me two penny.

 17         And I lived with you guys for all these years.  How

 18    many years now I forgot.  But I grew up with you guys, and

 19    you kids are all grown up and elders are gone.  But elders

 20    are here yet.  And I could see them talking about ten

 21    years ago about what's going on, and it's still here and

 22    it's still happening.  And I pray each day that the land

 23    is always there.  And it's for the animals.  And we are

 24    just trespassers on your land.  But I pray that fish is in

 25    the water.  And I see that more airplanes in the sky than
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  1    birds today.

  2         I see caribou.  I don't know.  I don't understand

  3    this part.  It's 216,000, but I seen it one time that they

  4    mingled with the 40-mile herd.  I see it just black with

  5    all kinds of animals around.  I couldn't believe how black

  6    that area was.  I think they mingle in with the 40-mile

  7    herd, maybe the Central herd, too, because animal are

  8    wiser than us.

  9         I migrated with the geese in the springtime.  I try

 10    and beat the leaves before they come out and then I

 11    migrate back in the fall time with the caribou to go home

 12    and go see my people again.  I miss home sometimes, but

 13    this is my home.  This is where I'll be.  Where my wife is

 14    I'll stay.  And I respect the women of this land.  I

 15    respect them because they are strong people.

 16         Look at the tribe.  Look at the soul, beautiful and

 17    so strong-hearted and so educated.  About five years ago I

 18    said that you have a lot of potential here.  And I see the

 19    chiefs.  I see all you guys talk together.  This is what

 20    we need.  This is how we are going to be strong.  We are

 21    going to come together and stand together.  And you chiefs

 22    are there for that.  And we are right behind you as

 23    council, as members.  I'm so glad to be a member.  I think

 24    I'm a member of every tribe because I have been through.

 25         As a singer/songwriter I keep it to the point and
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  1    plain and simple.  I see and hear and I feel what you are

  2    all are doing.  And I'm going to fight for this as well.

  3    And I have written songs, too.  It hasn't come out yet,

  4    but I'm pretty well sure it's ready and it's powerful and

  5    it's to the point, because we have got to really listen to

  6    these elders now.  How many years, Sarah?  How many years

  7    of fight, how many years of heart, standing up to these

  8    people now.

  9         And I want to say that why are you so rushed?  Why

 10    are you so rushed in taking what's so valuable?  Why are

 11    you so rushed with greed, you know?  I want to speak by my

 12    heart.  I speak and I have respect for the jobs out there

 13    that it's going to create, but I ask you once, you

 14    evaluate this, this and that and that, but I ask you, put

 15    a time lapse camera on a pipeline, put a time lapse camera

 16    on the land, on the birthing grounds.  You will see it

 17    move.

 18         You will see that pipeline on stress.  You go into a

 19    pipeline, I bet you everything there is a lot of stress

 20    there.  How many years it's been there now.  And I ask you

 21    to assess that before you assess that other birthing

 22    grounds and stuff for the birds and all that stuff because

 23    time lapse really show motion, and there is things

 24    happening out there.  And it's going to happen.

 25         There is something big that's going to happen one of
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  1    these days.  Maybe it's this that's happening now.  And I

  2    pray that we stand strong and look after our children, our

  3    elders, because what's happening here is happening over

  4    there in Canada and it's from the same people, the

  5    Gwich'in Nation.

  6         My mother is from Old Crow, Yukon Territory right in

  7    the middle of the Yukon -- or the Gwich'in Nation.  My dad

  8    come from this side.  I was asked by my older sister to

  9    check Tanana because I think he might be in the old grave

 10    site.  And I seen Shyanahti's [ph] grave.  And we call him

 11    Shyanahti', and we have different dialects of this man.

 12    He helped a lot of people throughout the Gwich'in Nation,

 13    and he fought for the animals.  And it was a hard time, I

 14    tell you, because I hear a lot of stories.  I grew up on

 15    elders, which I was so proud to.  And today I listen to

 16    these elders, and they tell me there is no birds and there

 17    is a lot of erosion.

 18         And what I'm afraid of is we look at Prudhoe Bay.  If

 19    you assess that damage there, you will probably see a lot

 20    of erosion.  And where is that stuff going to seep to?

 21    It's got nowhere else to go but to the ocean.  Everything

 22    goes to the ocean.  Why we are protectors of the

 23    headwaters is that we don't allow no placer miners, you

 24    know, no fracking on our land in the Gwich'in Nation in

 25    Canada because it's very dangerous, and we don't allow no
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  1    fracking, no way, because it's in our headwaters.

  2         And we can even thank the trees for giving us warmth.

  3    We thank this whole thing for giving us life.  There is

  4    something out there that's going to happen, and you guys

  5    are going to need us.  And we will be here for you.  And

  6    you are going to need our water.  I know that much.

  7         And look around you, everybody.  Everything in this

  8    place is all plastic.  You got plastic on you.  You drink

  9    plastic.  I bet your water is full of plastic you are

 10    drinking.  And I advise you that plastic is not the

 11    answer.  And plastic is oil.  That's where we get oil from

 12    is plastic.  You need oil for a lot of things.  You are

 13    probably drinking oil right now.

 14         So I advise you that you make assessment on your

 15    damage before you assess the land or animals or birds or,

 16    you know, us as a human beings.  You are human as well.

 17    You have a heart.  You have these feelings.  I know you

 18    feel us.  I know you have respect.  It's all we are asking

 19    is that respect.  And that respect is inside you and

 20    inside your words.  You are here.  We respect you.  Come

 21    back and come on the land and see these people.  See how

 22    beautiful they live.  Go up there.  You will want to come

 23    back.  My friend Keith Nitran, he's in the --

 24         I tell you one thing.  I wrote a song one time, it

 25    was the caribou song.  And I didn't -- I just wrote it of
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  1    my heart.  And I was in the mountains and I was singing to

  2    myself in the mountains when I had my gun and my pack

  3    sack.  And we were going for caribou, and this song came

  4    to be.  And I told the Porcupine management board in

  5    Whitehorse, Canada to come check this out.  And in it was

  6    they first started off with the dirty side, which is the

  7    oil pollution of the dirty side of the song.  And I wanted

  8    to end it with a beautiful side, which is here, which is

  9    the children, elders.  And there is no more elders left.

 10    It's going to be harder and harder and harder without the

 11    elders.

 12         And that song, we took it down.  Me and Keith Nitran,

 13    we took it down to the Lower 48 and I had a good trip down

 14    there.  We were going over the turnpike of New Jersey

 15    going into New York where that bottle cap they call it.  I

 16    went there.  And you had to pay I don't know how much to

 17    get through there to go to New York.  And coming through

 18    New Jersey I said, wow, look at that.  One of these days a

 19    plane is going to hit that.  And there was oil tanks.

 20    Like for miles you could see oil barrels just for miles.

 21    And for sure, something happened by those twin towers.

 22         And I swear there is something going to happen in

 23    this world today the way it's going.  People not trusting,

 24    people not loving, people not having the heart and

 25    respect.  So I pray and hope that you can assess the
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  1    damage done.

  2         We go through Canada, there is a -- there is so much

  3    damage.  It's called sand pits.  They take the oil out of

  4    the sand.  And it's like Neil Young, he's a professional

  5    writer as well.  And he went through there and he said

  6    it's like hell on earth.  There is nothing alive.  And all

  7    that thing is seeping out and going into the McMurray

  8    River, which goes into the great Slave, which goes into

  9    the MacKenzie and it comes right up towards the ocean.

 10    And it goes in -- we come out of the Peel River into the

 11    MacKenzie and into the ocean.  Everything goes into the

 12    ocean.  That's where you will find most of that plastic.

 13    Plastic pollution is a very delicate situation, as well.

 14         So with this, I'd like to add on more couple of

 15    hours.  Always have a heart and within you always laugh

 16    and joke.  But take this serious at this time.  And feel

 17    what Gideon said there.  All the -- ten years ago this is

 18    still happening.  Since I was small, it's still happening.

 19         And they are all gone.  Like I say, Chief Johnny

 20    Charlie was our great chief.  Every time he said, boys, go

 21    for wood, and we are gone, no money involved.  We just do

 22    it for the good of our heart.  And we ask you, give it

 23    some time.  Give it some thought.  Don't rush into things.

 24         Like my mother, my grandmother and her mother before,

 25    if there is something wrong, like touch something, like

00091

  1    this don't belong me, I don't touch it because it's very

  2    valuable.  And she said do things right or don't do it at

  3    all.  Do it right so that you don't have to come back and

  4    do it again.  Do things right and pray and give thanks to

  5    what you do and all things will come in a good way and

  6    will come back to you in heart and respect.

  7         We are just asking you to respect and give a little

  8    timeline and tell your president that we really need your

  9    help.  Tell your president if he has a heart, that we will

 10    vote for him if he stops the drilling in ANWR.  That's all

 11    we ask is respect and kindness.  And I hope you have a

 12    good stay here and enjoy yourself.  And they are nice

 13    people.  They are really beautiful people.

 14         And I thank you to be on your land.  Thank you very

 15    much.  And you have a good day.  And God bless you all.

 16    And I'll be praying for you.  Mahsi' Choo.

 17         Canada will be on your side, as well, too.  So I'll

 18    be going back to Canada and telling them what I see and

 19    what I hear and what I know.  So Mahsi'.

 20                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  I had a question

 21    earlier, Nicole, whether or not if we can see the

 22    transcripts after they are ready to look for any mistakes.

 23                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  I'll have to find out

 24    and get back to you on that.

 25                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  All right.  And then
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  1    just a few announcements.  The Venetie charter, the people

  2    that came in on the charter, it's going to be here at 4:00

  3    p.m.  So if you are on that charter, you have to be ready

  4    to go.  And with that, some of the people from Arctic

  5    Village said we had two people from Venetie on the list

  6    and they wanted to say something before they left, if

  7    that's okay.

  8         And then also we have a couple other charters, and

  9    one of them is the State folks will be leaving soon.  We

 10    just wanted to thank you guys for coming and joining us.

 11    Lieutenant Governor Byron Mallott and the other State

 12    folks, the Division of Natural Resources and Fish and --

 13    Fish & Game, we are -- thank you for coming and listening

 14    in.  We appreciate that you come here and listen.  And

 15    thank you for agreeing not to testify and just to be here

 16    in service to us to listen.  We appreciate that.  We want

 17    to ask -- respectfully ask for your support in supporting

 18    us in this -- getting an extension of the scoping period

 19    and also more -- more locations for hearings.  As you can

 20    see, we have a lot of other people that want to be heard

 21    in other communities.  Thank you.

 22                    MR. LANCE WHITWELL:  I'm going to sit down

 23    before my knees make me sit.  My name is Lance Whitwell.

 24    I'm the environmental director for the Native Village of

 25    Venetie.  I have been the environmental coordinator for
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  1    about 20 years now, since 1998.  We have had a lot of

  2    issues up here that we have worked on through the years.

  3    We have had our ups and downs with the federal government.

  4         When I first got up in this country, there was some

  5    animosity between the refuge staff and the tribe.  Ever

  6    since they created the refuge, it seemed like they were

  7    trying to limit the tribe's access to cultural and

  8    customary use areas on the refuge site.  And there was

  9    quite a bit of animosity and very little cooperation

 10    between the refuge and the tribe itself.

 11         And for the last 20 years or so, we have tried to

 12    build on our partnerships with them and the relationship

 13    that we have with them because we have -- we have come to

 14    realize that we are both really trying to accomplish the

 15    same goal because we are trying to protect the land and

 16    the animals that cross and migrate between the refuge and

 17    tribal lands here.

 18         And it's not only the caribou.  The moose, bears,

 19    sheep, everything migrates back and forth between these

 20    two borders.  And I like to think, you know -- the refuge

 21    staff would probably agree -- I like to think that we are

 22    on a pretty good working relationship now because they are

 23    trying to protect the caribou in the refuge and we try to

 24    protect our land and take care of the environmental issues

 25    on our land to make sure that we are protecting the
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  1    caribou and migratory animals, also.

  2         And I think we are at a good place right now with a

  3    working relationship with them, and then all of a sudden

  4    this law passes.  And now here we are with the federal

  5    government and the BLM trying to undo this relationship

  6    that we have built for the last 20 years.  This whole

  7    relationship that we have that was very difficult to build

  8    was built on mutual trust.  We trusted they would protect

  9    them on the refuge.  They trust that we would protect them

 10    on our land.  And now it seems with the stroke of a pen a

 11    lot of that trust could be missing.  I just wanted to

 12    bring that up.  Hopefully it doesn't continue to be that

 13    way.  It's very difficult for the refuge staff to

 14    accomplish their mission up there without the cooperation

 15    of the tribe here because this is the airport they use.

 16    This is the facilities that they use here to gain access

 17    to their refuge up there.

 18         But as you have heard from many of the speakers

 19    today, the climate is changing.  There is no doubt about

 20    that.  Things that are changing with the climate, of

 21    course, we have mentioned the weather getting warmer.  It

 22    rains in the winter.  When it rains in the winter, it

 23    forms a hard crust on the top of the snow.  And as Gideon

 24    was saying, you could see -- if you are following the

 25    trails you will see the scarring on the caribous' legs
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  1    because they have to push through that hard crust of ice

  2    that's on top of the snow.

  3         And as the water, the rainwater goes down into the

  4    snow to the ground layer and then refreezes as ice, the

  5    caribou can't dig through the ice to get to their food.

  6    And many of them starve.  There has been many natural

  7    occurrences to where almost half of the caribou herd has

  8    died in one year, in one event.  And it is still

  9    happening.

 10         Something I didn't hear mentioned in here, we heard

 11    Wilbur talk some about the Canadian side over there that

 12    also depend on these caribou, but the caribou in the last

 13    few years have migrated farther east than ever before.

 14    They have migrated farther south than ever before.  And

 15    when they go to these new areas, they are going into

 16    places where there are road systems, and that gains easy

 17    access to them on the Canadian side.  And I believe the

 18    last report I read was between 40- and 70,000 caribou a

 19    year are hunted on the Canadian side.  In a herd of

 20    200,000, which 40,000, 50,000 of them being hunted each

 21    year, that's hardly sustainable, you know.

 22         And a big problem that the Porcupine Caribou

 23    Management Board has brought up is that the ease of access

 24    to hunters on the Canadian side is leading to a lot of

 25    wanton waste.  A lot of people go out and they see
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  1    caribou, and they just start shooting.  You know, you can

  2    kill three or four caribou with one bullet when they are

  3    all in a big herd.  And a lot of them are just being left

  4    to waste.  So we have got that.

  5         We have got the permafrost melting, Faith mentioned.

  6    We have got several areas even on this side of the river,

  7    and there is many more on the other side of the river,

  8    where the permafrost is melting and changing stream flows,

  9    changing sedimentations in the streams.  It's affecting

 10    the biodiversity in the waters.  And I see in your maps

 11    back here, the coastal plain has at least seven major

 12    river tributaries that run right through there.  And these

 13    mountains right here, the Brooks Range, this is the

 14    Continental Divide.  The Continental Divide means that

 15    everything on that side of the mountains runs toward the

 16    Arctic Ocean.  Everything on this side of the Continental

 17    Divide, these mountains, runs toward the Pacific Ocean and

 18    to the Yukon River.

 19         But these two river valleys that you see going up

 20    right here, these go all the through the mountains and

 21    they come back on the other side on the other side of the

 22    Continental Divide.  They are connected.  And Arctic char

 23    and Dolly Vardens, they migrate up here and they spawn in

 24    the Chandalar River right here.  So whatever happens out

 25    that way is going to directly affect the fish and the
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  1    biodiversity in our river, also.

  2         The taiga, this kind of forest that you see right

  3    here is called the taiga.  And it's like the farthest

  4    north timber, the farthest north trees.  But that's not

  5    being the case anymore.  There has been more and more

  6    spruce trees, willows, shrubs all moving north.  They're

  7    migrating north as the climate changes.  And you know,

  8    caribou eat lichen.  Here we call it caribou moss.  It's

  9    lichen, and it grows about one inch every hundred years.

 10    And when you have shrubs and other kinds of trees that

 11    start growing, it shades out that moss, and that moss

 12    cannot grow.  It will not regrow once the caribou have

 13    eaten it.

 14         The sea level rising we heard some people mention.

 15    It's not only the erosion problem that it's causing along

 16    the coast.  The flooding that's been occurring on the

 17    coastal plains on the low-lying areas, I believe this is

 18    the third year in a row that Deadhorse has been flooding.

 19    The pipeline haul road has been shut down three times

 20    because the last three years it's been flooded out.

 21    That's climate changing.

 22         Insects.  We have been seeing a lot of strange

 23    insects, new insects that we have never seen before.

 24    Especially when the caribou go more southerly, there have

 25    been incidences of ticks, big, huge ticks that get
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  1    infested on them, and they can actually suck a caribou's

  2    blood until they are dead.  They suck all the blood out of

  3    them.

  4         Polar bears.  You have heard a few people talk about

  5    the polar bears that are being threatened now.  One of the

  6    only strongholds that they have has been Kaktovik because

  7    they have got the whaling -- the remains from their

  8    whaling and what they call the bone pile up there.  And

  9    it's been reported that the polar bears are now cross

 10    breeding back to the grizzlies.  They are saying that they

 11    originally evolved from grizzlies, and now they are

 12    devolving back into grizzlies.  They have seen polar bears

 13    up here on the mountains following caribou.  They have

 14    seen polar bears in Fort Yukon 150 miles south of here.

 15    And that's 500 miles from any coast.  There has been other

 16    mammals.  They are hunting other mammals out there, not

 17    just the caribous.  You know, there's all kinds of ground

 18    squirrels and moose and things like that up there, too.

 19         But the migratory birds, I was kind of surprised that

 20    it would even be offered for exploration up there.  And we

 21    have got a road project in Venetie, and by federal

 22    regulations, as we use federal funds, we are not allowed

 23    to do any kind of work during the month of June because

 24    that's when the migratory birds are flying.  We are not

 25    even allowed to build a road or do any kind of excavations
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  1    during the waterfowl migration time.

  2         There is a difference in vegetation between the

  3    uplands, the foothills on the other side of the Brooks

  4    Range here and the coastal plain.  The coastal plain is

  5    rich in minerals, salts because of the salt air, and it's

  6    so windy that bushes and shrubs and trees and stuff can't

  7    grow.  So there is a specialized ecosystem that grows

  8    specific types of vegetation that the caribou mothers need

  9    to eat after they give birth.  It's high nutrition.  It's

 10    the highest nutrition area that they can find, and that is

 11    one of the reasons why they give birth there.  And you

 12    can't find those in any other areas.  If you look at the

 13    map, if you look at the elevations on the map, the coastal

 14    plain is a low-lying area.  If you get off of that plain,

 15    you go back into the foothills again, and it's a totally

 16    different kind of vegetation.

 17         And so any kind of exploration up there is -- it's

 18    going to affect the diversity of the ecosystem up there.

 19    We have seen a lot of outside hunting pressure coming here

 20    lately, not only on the Canadian side.  There has been

 21    instances where Fairbanks area had a big forest fire so

 22    the hunters couldn't fly out of there, and they brought

 23    them all out here.  They brought hunters out here to this

 24    airport because it's a public airport.  And they were

 25    flying them to hunt caribou to the east of here.  And they
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  1    shot all the scouts.  You heard Gideon talk about the big

  2    bulls, the big lead bulls with the big racks.  That's

  3    exactly what the hunters are looking for.  And if you kill

  4    the scouts, the herd will scatter.  They won't come.  They

  5    will not follow.

  6         One of the elders was telling me one time that

  7    caribou have a scent gland in their foot, and as long as

  8    they are going good, they are putting off a scent that

  9    says it's fine, this is the trail, follow me.  But if they

 10    get spooked or if they get startled or something like

 11    that, then it goes to an adrenaline type of a deal and

 12    they put off a different smell and the rest of the herd

 13    will not follow them.  It doesn't take much to change the

 14    migration of the caribou herd.  It doesn't take very much

 15    at all.

 16         I really liked what a lot of the youth were saying

 17    about growing up here and what they learn here.  And I

 18    really like what Faith Gemmill said is that we -- we don't

 19    just teach them to hunt.  When they're out hunting, they

 20    are learning life skills from their dads, their uncles,

 21    their grandpas.  They are learning life skills out there.

 22    And I really love Arctic Village because of that fact.

 23         All of my children have come up here, and when they

 24    come here, they don't want to go back home.  Many times I

 25    leave them here with their family.  All of my children
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  1    went to school here at one time or another, and they love

  2    it here because of the -- they have got a freedom here and

  3    learning these skills instead of learning the technology,

  4    you know.

  5         And I see children grow up here in Arctic Village who

  6    don't even have family here in Arctic Village.  People

  7    will take them in from other villages.  At-risk children,

  8    whether it's family problems, youth problems, legal

  9    problems, those children come here and they straighten out

 10    and they grow up in a good way and they learn and they

 11    change.  And then they could go back home when they are a

 12    little older.  And they go home, and they are perfectly

 13    normal kids with a better mindset than when they started

 14    out.  So it's a lot more than just hunting up here.

 15         As Wilbur was saying also, you know, the coastal

 16    plains and the Arctic refuge where it crosses over the

 17    Canadian border is the MacKenzie River Delta.  And that

 18    area is a really highly developed area and is getting more

 19    highly developed.  And so there really is no other Arctic

 20    coastal area to where these caribou would be able to go,

 21    you know.  And as much as we have studied, as much

 22    traditional knowledge as we have about the Porcupine

 23    caribou herd, nobody knows what they will do.  Nobody

 24    knows what's going to happen if they go over that mountain

 25    and there is an industrial complex there.  Nobody knows
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  1    what they are going to do.  They may join the other herds.

  2    They may just scatter.  They may just be absorbed into

  3    other areas.  They may never come back here.

  4         These river valleys right here that cut through the

  5    mountains, the caribou come through here because they are

  6    heavy.  They are heavy with calves.  They are pregnant.  A

  7    caribou calf is 40, 50 pounds.  And that mother caribou is

  8    maybe 150 pounds.  Can you imagine that, trying to walk

  9    through three feet of snow over the mountains?  But these

 10    river valleys, they go all the way through to the other

 11    side.  That's why they come here.  That's the easiest

 12    route for them to go over to the Arctic refuge and the

 13    coastal plain.  There is no other way.  The only other way

 14    is for them to go 200 miles east and cut up right through

 15    all the flats, the Porcupine River flats.

 16         And I think the people here have shown you quite a

 17    bit that it's a lot more than just subsistence food that

 18    would be affected here.  It's cultural, socioeconomics.

 19    And the hard part is that just nobody knows what they will

 20    do.  And one of the elders told me one day that there is

 21    three things in this world that you can never predict.  He

 22    said you never can predict which way the wind is going to

 23    blow.  You can never predict which way the caribou is

 24    going to migrate.  And you never know what a woman is

 25    thinking.
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  1                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  Before we take a

  2    break, right before our five-minute break, Ernest will

  3    speak just for five minutes.

  4         I just wanted to say, you know, I'm not trying to be

  5    disrespectful, but just to be mindful of time because

  6    their plane has been waiting at the airport.  They don't

  7    want to leave.  They want to hear everybody and everybody

  8    has something to say.  We have a list of people still.

  9    But just be mindful of how long your comments are.  That

 10    would be helpful.

 11                    MR. ERNEST ERICK:  Thank you for being

 12    here, all of you, federal government, State of Alaska,

 13    Fish & Wildlife, tribes.  I'm happy we are all here today.

 14    You know, Joe, Secretary of Interior, you know, a number

 15    of times they left a scar on Alaska.  And that scar is one

 16    of the biggest oil spills there was at Valdez, you know.

 17    And that's a big mistake they made, the federal

 18    government, the State of Alaska, because they never did

 19    talk to the tribe.  So the other thing is that Fish &

 20    Wildlife, you protect so much out there in the rivers, but

 21    you are not protecting the tribal food.  And we need to

 22    continue doing this kind of stuff.  It's your and my

 23    responsibility.

 24         Once upon a time this guy went up to the pipeline and

 25    shot it.  Over 200 to 400 gallons of crude oil wasted,
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  1    money being wasted.  That's another scar that the federal

  2    government and the State of Alaska made.  And the

  3    pro-development and also Shell Alaska.  Those are the

  4    scars that was made on Alaska because they didn't speak to

  5    the tribe at the time.

  6         1968 when it took nine years for the federal

  7    government and the State of Alaska to dip into the Prudhoe

  8    Bay because the Inupiat Indian Eskimos didn't understand

  9    what's happening up there under their roof, under their

 10    floor.  The roots of their land was taken from them.

 11    Today the Native Village of Barrow are trying to be heard

 12    out there and to the world, and they are not being heard.

 13    They need to listen to the tribe within the state of

 14    Alaska.  It's very important.

 15         You left a scar for me because when Indian Country

 16    cases came along, you dumped me because I said that we

 17    have 229,000 recognized tribes within the state of Alaska.

 18    That's Indian Country, Indian people, Eskimo people,

 19    Athabascan, Haidas.  They were all there.

 20         Don't get me wrong.  Okay?  Because national level

 21    firefighters, oil company, Doyon, they are all letting

 22    their land burn for nothing because they have laws,

 23    prescribed land, unlimited areas, killing the wildlife off

 24    for the last 40 years that we have been representing since

 25    1988 and before memorial of time.  Those people up there,
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  1    the leaders, the second in command -- Jimmy Roberts, that

  2    picture up there, that's my grandfather.  He lived off the

  3    land.

  4         In 1910 a lot of his brothers, his forefather, his

  5    father, they walked the land and left a footstep right on

  6    that 1002 land.  Those are the footsteps of these

  7    descendent people here today.  I'm very tired with the

  8    last 30 years as a former chief back then making those

  9    kinds of decisions over the tribe.  It's not very good.

 10    These 300 people that the federal government, Trump

 11    Administration, 300 people -- we have 17,000 people that

 12    lives, that migrates inside Alaska and Canadian.  Somebody

 13    made a border between our national Gwich'in land.

 14         Something is going on now today.  So the national

 15    level, the white people are making a little bit different

 16    decision among yourself.  And coming up here, we have been

 17    having history, documents, science.  We have our own

 18    science in each village that -- Yukon Flats.  Yukon Flats

 19    is over 260,000 acres one way, acres of land.  Inside of

 20    there there is over 12 recognized community villages.

 21    They are being affected today.  National Congress American

 22    Indians need to wake up.  The 500 leaders need to wake up

 23    today because we are being tricked again.  Ever since

 24    1980 -- '68 land claim.

 25         These are the things that affect us.  They didn't --
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  1    we were not part of the Land Claims Settlement Act.  We

  2    went for the land, the subsurface title rights, fee simple

  3    title owned by the tribe.  1.8 million acres of land that

  4    belongs to us, our descendants and the future generation.

  5    The waters, the headwaters, the lower waters, it all

  6    belong to us.  What are you guys doing 300 people that

  7    Trump Administration trying to make a decision over me?

  8         I have learned for the last 30 years all document,

  9    science, professional from federal government, State of

 10    Alaska, you didn't listen to us yet.  You are killing my

 11    birthplace of my -- where I was born, that footstep my

 12    grandfather gave me, that mark that's identified that it

 13    belongs to me.  It belongs to the tribe and it belongs to

 14    the people, the descendents.

 15         The indigenous people is very strong today because

 16    one time once upon a time Hitler was coming.  All of us

 17    were scared.  But the Gwich'in people were not scared

 18    because we made a song for him.  And it stop right there.

 19    So if you are going to deal, already made a mark on Alaska

 20    from oil spill, from not giving us a direct scope of

 21    progress that we need to make a little bit longer for the

 22    tribe.  You identify maybe six or seven tribes that's

 23    going to testify and put a comment on a piece of paper.  I

 24    don't want that to happen.

 25         As whole United States, the Native people within the
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  1    state of Alaska and also the national level, we need to

  2    hear our voice today.  We need to wake up here.  This

  3    group of people that's discriminate me and my 20

  4    grandchildren that I work hard and trap and hunt and fish

  5    and that all those species that live on the Arctic

  6    National Wildlife Refuge is their food is up there.

  7         Only thing that federal government and the State of

  8    Alaska and the oil company are doing is creating bacteria

  9    to us.  We don't want that happen on our land, the tribal

 10    land.  I have been seeing it.  I taste it.  I look at it.

 11    I see different faces.  But my grandmother lived to 100

 12    years old and raised me up with 11 of us.  We were little

 13    white skin.  We were a little bit three-quarter

 14    Athabascan.

 15         We have a choice on land.  What kind of leadership,

 16    what kind of direction we are going to be leading our

 17    people.  We scope it down.  We recognize it back in 20, 30

 18    years ago.  You guys are bringing up the same fight, same

 19    money making -- spending all that money of government

 20    funding, state funding to pay for a science -- one little

 21    guy came in once upon a time with a bible kind of looking

 22    to destroy us, but lucky we were believers.

 23         We believe in Indian people.  We believe in our way

 24    of life.  We believe in the Creator.  We pray for the

 25    food, the water, the earth, the other races in our

00108

  1    community and throughout the whole nation.  You guys

  2    nearly [indiscernible] because the wilderness did that to

  3    you.  The earthquake is coming.  The Hawaiian are having

  4    trouble with their environment today.  What's going on

  5    with Trump Administration today, those 300 people trying

  6    to rule the world, trying to give the wrong

  7    decision-making to the tribe and all its little workers.

  8         Something is going on big here today.  There has got

  9    to be a stop, final, no decision-making on that refuge

 10    land, the 1002 land.  That sacred ground is very important

 11    for the living people in the world because I need that

 12    food just like the animals and the species.

 13         So Joe, and also the State, the state governor, they

 14    need to wake up a little here today.  From this day till

 15    the next four years from now, you go through the whole

 16    shebang of who is protecting those areas, put it on a

 17    piece of paper and do good things.  Have a more scope of

 18    work and a better community and better knowledge and

 19    leadership because that leadership today is not working

 20    for anybody.  It's just that they are spending a dollar to

 21    make a dollar.

 22         United States and the state of Alaska is not poor.

 23    Think about the other opportunities out there that we

 24    already leave those scars on.  Those opportunity -- we

 25    need to dig that pipe up, clean up the land that you white
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  1    people out there that destroy that.  I didn't do it.  The

  2    tribe didn't do it.  You did it.  You clean it up.  You

  3    bring up a percentage of opportunity, job to those

  4    communities that needs it or to those cities.

  5         Thank you.

  6                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  Five-minute break.

  7               (A break was taken.)

  8                    MR. GIDEON JAMES:  I just want to read a

  9    short statement I wrote.  My name is Gideon James, Arctic

 10    Village.  Arctic Village and Venetie optioned out of ANCSA

 11    and return the title of land to tribe, 1.38 million acres.

 12    Throughout history, animals, ducks, fish utilize our land

 13    ever since time immemorial.  Our people see these

 14    migration patterns happening each year cycle and season to

 15    season.  Proposed area to be studied is the core area that

 16    these animals begin new life, and geese, likewise.

 17         Tribe have clean land, water and food for these

 18    animals and birds.  Have lakes and streams for healthy

 19    fish to spawn and return.  Each year cycle season to

 20    season they return.

 21         So proposed oil and gas drilling will destroy the

 22    birthing area for forever.  And this should not happen at

 23    all.  Gwich'in people will continue to say no.  No.  No.

 24    Everyone in the hall, let me see show of hands that you

 25    agree with me.  (Hands raised.)  Let's show of hand.  We
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  1    say no.  No.  No.

  2                    MS. JOYCE JOHN:  Good afternoon and

  3    welcome to our tribal land and private land of our 180 --

  4    1.1 million acres.  And we do own the land.  We own

  5    everything.  I like to say something about hunting and our

  6    land and our animals and our people.  (Speaking in

  7    Gwich'in.)

  8         I said my name is Joyce John.  I'm from Arctic

  9    Village.  I raised up up here, and I -- my parents are

 10    late Abraham John, Sr. and Dorothy John.  And my

 11    grandparents are Jimmy John, my dad's side, and my mom's

 12    side are Ezias James and Martha James.  And my great

 13    grandparents are Reverend Albert Tritt, the one you guys

 14    hearing all day.  And we are all one family.  We all came

 15    from one family.  We are all brothers, sisters.  We are

 16    all grandmas, grandpas.

 17         In 1988 when they first got that gathering here, this

 18    place, this hall was full, full with people, full with our

 19    elders.  Our elders' names are down there at the Hero Park

 20    right now.  And we are going to put more on there.  I'm

 21    proud of those elders.  I cry for them because they put

 22    food on table.  We walk for it.  We hunt for it.  We carry

 23    it back.  And we pass it to these -- our children, our

 24    grandchildren.  I'm a grandmother now.  I'm a single

 25    parent.  I raise up my kids here, and my kids are still
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  1    here.  They are raising up their kids.  We go out camping,

  2    go upriver, go fishing.  We get this and that to survive.

  3         We go on mountain.  We don't drive up.  We don't --

  4    we don't -- we don't drive up on the four-wheeler in those

  5    days.  We got dog teams.  We let the dogs carry stuff for

  6    us.  We got our backs.  The Creator gave us all this to

  7    take care of it.  Gave us the legs to walk on, to sleep on

  8    the land, to smell the plants, hear the birds, look at the

  9    nice blue waters.

 10         Our lakes are clean.  Our rivers are clean.  We --

 11    we -- we breathe in nice clear air.  We own all that.  If

 12    you guys open ANWR or open to drill, I think about my

 13    great-great-grandkids.  I think of them.  What are they

 14    going to do?  Where are they going to turn to?  The store

 15    is not going to help them.  The money is not going to help

 16    them.  I'm 50 -- I'm 54 years old.  Every year of my

 17    lifetime I live up on the mountain with all these kids.

 18    Kids even don't have parents that they go up and we teach

 19    them.  We want to learn.  We want to do it.  We help them.

 20    We teach them.  We tell them every little part.  Why are

 21    we holding this?  Our grandparents taught us everything:

 22    Our language, the ways of our life, the way we speak, the

 23    way we stand.

 24         Yeah, everybody said we are poor.  No.  We are rich

 25    inside.  We want you people to know where we came from.
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  1    We didn't came from there from yesterday.  We were here

  2    thousands and thousands of years.  Look in the Tanana

  3    side.  They are crying over there.  They want to be here

  4    to survive.  In 1988 we testified here, right here in this

  5    building.  A lot of our elders cried, crying because this

  6    today, we are going to see it and we are here.

  7         Please take our words.  Take it back down.  Tell them

  8    we say no.  No drilling.  Think about your guys'

  9    grandkids.  Maybe in the future your grandkids might come

 10    up and live among us.  And they will be Indians.  They

 11    will come back knowing how to be Indian.  Honestly.  We

 12    got a lot of nonNative here.  They come back.  They live

 13    among us.  They live like us.  They work with us.  They

 14    tell us this and that.  I'm proud of them.  And since

 15    1988, the elders wrote a treaty.  And I hope you guys

 16    found that treaty and work on that.

 17         Another one is -- is I'm worried about my future.

 18    I'm not worried about me.  I'm worried about these young

 19    kids.  They will be elders.  They will be elders.  They

 20    will be leaders.  They will have more generations to come

 21    which we won't see.  And they will see these -- they will

 22    see all this.  Look at the trees out there.  1988, those

 23    trees weren't there.  They were small.  It grew up with

 24    us.  We live with it.  It give us medicine.  Same thing

 25    what caribou eats.  It helps them live healthy way of
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  1    life.

  2         Look at all of us.  Every day we eat our food.  We

  3    don't get sick.  We get more power.  We get more strength

  4    to go on, to teach our kids what we know about our

  5    ancestors.

  6         I could say more, but I'm worried about our

  7    generation.  And please go back and take what the people

  8    said here on behalf of all the tribes.  And please include

  9    the Canadian because that's where our most our relatives

 10    are, like the most -- some of these people say in 1988

 11    when they came over, they haven't seen their relatives

 12    over 50 years.  They cry.  They sing.  They dance.  They

 13    hold each other, laugh.  They tell each other their

 14    childhood stories.  They remember going traveling back and

 15    forth.

 16         And what would that -- like Debbie said, I sit by the

 17    campfire.  I build fire outside.  We all do.  We cook

 18    outside.  That's what all -- we like to smell our smoke.

 19    I bet you when you guys go home, you guys going to

 20    smell -- miss that smelling and smell of that caribou

 21    meat.

 22         This one lady came up from Lower 48, live among us

 23    and wanted to learn our language -- I mean, our ways of

 24    life.  She was here like two weeks, and that woman, she

 25    put her jacket in her Ziploc bag, say I'm going to take
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  1    this home and just smell, and every year on Christmas I'm

  2    going to smell it, and I'll remember you people.  Yeah.

  3         There is a lot of people out there helping us to

  4    open -- to hear our words.  So please take it back and say

  5    no, no, no.  No, no, no.  Okay.  Mahsi'.

  6                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  All right.  Just a

  7    quick reminder, if everybody can shorten their comments so

  8    that we just get your main points so we have a chance for

  9    everyone to speak.  Grandpa Gideon said so.

 10                    MS. KAYLA NIKOLAI:  My name is Kayla

 11    Nikolai.  I'm from Arctic Village.  They shouldn't drill

 12    because caribou means a lot to us.  One of you are going

 13    to lose something or someone in your life because I lost

 14    someone in my life that I will miss till the day we meet

 15    again.  And I don't want to lose the caribou because they

 16    are important to us.  So don't drill.

 17         Thank you.

 18                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  Next there is David,

 19    Jr., Winston, Keely.

 20                    MS. KEELY O'CONNELL:  Hi.  I'm Keely

 21    O'Connell.  I am a teacher here, and I am absolutely

 22    humbled to be speaking after these amazing activists,

 23    particularly my own students, who I'm so proud of.

 24         What I wanted to say was that I have nothing to add

 25    scientifically or sort of special social knowledge or
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  1    anything like that, but having lived and worked in Arctic

  2    Village and Venetie for the past four years, I can say

  3    that I have learned vast amounts of important stuff from

  4    the kids that I work with and that their cultural values

  5    of cooperation and forgiveness have something to teach

  6    everybody in the world, especially white people and sort

  7    of western culture and the dominant culture in the United

  8    States, and that harming the environment that this culture

  9    and these people depend on would cost everyone that --

 10    that opportunity to learn.

 11         So I absolutely stand with the Gwich'in people on

 12    this matter.

 13                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  All right.  Has David,

 14    Jr. or Winston come up yet?  Jerrald?  Jerrald John.

 15    Galen Gilbert.

 16                    MR. GALEN GILBERT:  Hi.  My name is Galen

 17    Gilbert.  I am 30 years old and I lived in Arctic Village

 18    all my life.  I'm a former council member and a former

 19    chief of 2015.  I ran for one year, and now I have a

 20    family.  I have a big family now.  I have three girls, and

 21    I'm just a full-time father now.

 22         And our -- again, like for the hundredth time

 23    probably for today, caribou is our main source of food.

 24    And that ain't no lie.  My cousin Daniel was up here

 25    talking about the caribou and his girls picking that over
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  1    candy.  That's -- that's 100 percent true with my girls,

  2    too, because caribou it's so unexplainable, I mean, in how

  3    it's part of us.  We have to have it every day and

  4    including every season.  My grandfather Trimble Gilbert

  5    also said to me and to my girls, always feed them

  6    (Gwich'in word).  That's Native food and -- because he

  7    said I want them to be strong and I want them to eat just

  8    Native food.  So I'm holding that word and I'm standing by

  9    that word till the day I die.

 10         And also you guys come up here and live one year up

 11    here, yeah, I think you guys would stand by with us.  And

 12    I just want to end this by saying you come live with us

 13    one year, yeah.  You might like it.  You might not.  But I

 14    guarantee you will be Indianized.

 15         Thank you.

 16                    MR. WINSTON ERICK:  My name is Winston

 17    Erick.  I've just got a couple things to say about caribou

 18    and people and the Neets'aii Gwich'in.  I'm originally

 19    from Fort Yukon and Venetie.  I have been here since 2013.

 20    I participate in quite a bit of hunting and gathering

 21    since I have been here over five years, and I got to know

 22    the -- I got -- I'm not down, but I mean, I'm getting to

 23    be a decent hunter and I'm trying to respect, but I -- my

 24    time here hunting, I -- the respect between the Neets'aii

 25    and caribou are pretty powerful.  And I saw it two or
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  1    three times, and it just opened my eyes since I have been

  2    up this way.

  3         And I think, you know, like, why would you want to

  4    destroy such a beautiful -- I think that's just a one time

  5    thing, too, so -- and that's all I want to say.

  6         Thank you.

  7                    MR. JERRALD JOHN:  Hi.  My name is

  8    Jerrald, and I'm from here, this beautiful land.  I grew

  9    up here.  I have been a hunter all my life.  And if you

 10    could look out the window, I have traveled as far as you

 11    can see.  And I have hunted sheep.  I have hunted moose.

 12    I even made fish traps to capture fish.  And you guys

 13    heard it from the old.  You guys heard it from our youth.

 14    And what they are going to do up there to me personally is

 15    not right.

 16         And it's just not caribou that's being affected.

 17    There is wildlife such as snow geese.  And if you think

 18    about it, snow geese travels all over the mid U.S.

 19    where -- all the way from Utah, all the way from South

 20    Dakota, North Dakota.  There is geese that travel that

 21    far.  There is birds from Antarctica that travel here up

 22    there.  There is birds that come from Washington, D.C.

 23    There is birds from Texas.  There is birds from

 24    Madagascar.  There is birds from New Zealand.  Now, the

 25    list goes on.
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  1         I say that they should have a say in this too, these

  2    other countries.  These are their birds, too.  And I --

  3    like I said, I have been here all my life.  And I really

  4    depend upon the caribou.

  5         And Joe, Steve, you guys seen the prices at our

  6    store.  I see you take a picture of our steak, you know.

  7    Can you feed your family constantly on -- maybe you can,

  8    you know.  Maybe with your salary cap, yeah.  But can you?

  9    You know, so guarantee you 100 percent if you were living

 10    here, you would be hunting alongside us to feed your

 11    families.  Right?  Think of your brother.  Think of your

 12    sister.  Think of their -- think of your nieces, you know.

 13         Me personally, I hunt for this whole community here.

 14    I have done it countless times.  And for instance, this

 15    coming spring I harvest a lot of birds and I handed out

 16    birds to every single elder in here.  And I could harvest

 17    at least ten in a night and I'll give out nine, and I'll

 18    eat one myself and just keep doing it over and over.

 19         And right now we are like all other villages.  We are

 20    waiting for the breakup of the rivers, which has happened

 21    since you guys have been here.  The river is breaking up.

 22    When the river rises, that's when fish travels.  And when

 23    it lowers, that's when we try to harvest as much fish as

 24    possible for winter.  And our winters are long, dark and

 25    cold.  We are talking 60 below weather, 65.
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  1         You know, there is guys in here that could testify to

  2    it that we are spending $64 on five gallons just to dilute

  3    it with two-cycle oil.  Now, we spend $62 on gas.  And as

  4    you can see at every house here, we have chimneys, right?

  5    And a lot of us guys go out into the cold to harvest wood

  6    to heat families.

  7         And alongside that, we go on long trips in these

  8    mountains.  We will go four or five mountains back just to

  9    look for caribou at one point.  And we will stay out there

 10    a couple days and come back.  Then we will try that way if

 11    there is nothing.  And a lot of times we see a lot of

 12    caribou coming up over this way.

 13         And you could just see it in all the young guys.

 14    When the caribou come, there is just this great

 15    anticipation, and they head up there to the mountain.  You

 16    know, whatever reserves of money they have, they spend it

 17    on a little bit of food to stay out there.  The only way

 18    to get it is to stay out there.  And a lot of times it is

 19    so remote that you need -- you know, you have to be on

 20    foot.  You know, you can't get there with an ATV.  You

 21    will be on foot.  You will be packing your meat out.  And

 22    when you come back to camp, you will see little kids and

 23    elders happy, you know.  That's our hard work doing it for

 24    them.  And that's just one day, you know.  It's year-round

 25    around here that we are constantly outside, constantly
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  1    walking.

  2         And like right now there no caribou, right?  There is

  3    nothing.  We could all of us could go for a walk and see

  4    nothing.  They are all up there on the coastal plain

  5    having their young.  They are having their babies.  And

  6    right now there is a lot of waterfowl heading up there

  7    right now.

  8         And like I said, it's just wrong, you know, going up

  9    there.  I have families and friends that actually worked

 10    up there, you know, as you heard before.  They said they

 11    have no regard for the land up there.  You know, I have a

 12    -- one of my younger friends that I helped grow up, he's

 13    up there.  I talk to him.  What you been up to up there?

 14    Oh, I just been cleaning three weeks straight.  What --

 15    well, what are you cleaning?  Trash.  All right.  There is

 16    trash up there.  You know, there is, like, total

 17    disregard.  I have family and friends that are telling me

 18    this.

 19         And like I said, they've got to have people on site

 20    making sure that they are doing sufficient right.  And

 21    it's not right that -- you know, like I said, if there is

 22    hydraulic fuel, hey, that's contamination, right?

 23         Like I said, it just -- I'm really worried about not

 24    just the caribou, but the other species that we really

 25    depend upon, you know, like waterfowl right now.  For
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  1    instance, as soon as this stuff is over, I got plans with

  2    some of my friends here to go and head out.  As soon as

  3    this meeting is done, I'm heading out to go harvest some

  4    birds, plain and simple.

  5         And yeah.  That's all I got to say.  I just hope you

  6    guys make the right decision, not just for me, but for all

  7    United States so they could experience -- you know, when

  8    they experience tens of thousands of caribou, you don't

  9    want them to disappear, you know.  There was millions of

 10    buffalo.  Now there is less than 1,000.  And think about

 11    the white rhino.  There is no more white rhino.

 12         You know, it's -- it's wrong, you know.  They got to

 13    start -- we got to start protecting stuff.  And this is

 14    what we are doing right now.  We are protecting our

 15    caribou.  You know, I don't know if any of you guys heard

 16    of the white rhino, but there is none.  Nothing.  You

 17    know, there is little babies in here that probably would

 18    never -- like, what is a white rhino?  I don't want a

 19    little boy saying, oh, what was a caribou, you know.

 20         They used to -- they are still roaming this land.

 21    It's like down there on the grass plains, you know, there

 22    used to be millions of buffalo.  Now you can't even see a

 23    herd of 100.  It's -- you know, it's kind of scary to me.

 24    And I just don't want my future generations to, you know,

 25    not -- lose our caribou.  You know, that's what we eat,
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  1    you know.  It's like you guys' moose that you harvest, you

  2    know, you don't want that to disappear.  You don't want

  3    nothing to disappear.

  4         Just me telling you from what I experience and seen

  5    and heard, and that's all I got to say.  Just make sure

  6    you guys make the right decision.

  7                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  Okay.  So we have --

  8    we still have probably about ten more people on the list,

  9    and we only have, like, 30 minutes.  So if we can keep

 10    comments two to three minutes.  Not trying to be

 11    disrespectful, but everybody wants to say something.

 12                    MR. DAVID SMITH, JR.:  I know it's been a

 13    long day.  I feel it myself.  But my name is David Smith,

 14    Jr.  I'm second chief, Arctic Village.

 15         Along with the caribou migration and the area that

 16    they plan to drill, like Jerrald said, with waterfowl,

 17    just as you guys get excited to see Christmas, New Year's,

 18    Halloween, if your kids get excited, we get excited when

 19    the animals come around.  When the caribou come, you will

 20    see more people up on the mountain than you will here at

 21    the community hall.

 22         Just last week it was my birthday, my 21st birthday.

 23    Instead of going to a bar, going out and doing something,

 24    I was out there hunting.  The present I got was what we

 25    call hun'luck, was a bird that we hadn't seen yet and
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  1    Jerrald shot it and presented it to me.  That was my

  2    birthday gift.  That's what I appreciate.  I being out on

  3    the land and I appreciate what my forefathers fought to

  4    protect and what I'm going to fight to protect.

  5         So as long as I'm still up, I'm not going to stand

  6    down for the caribou.  They protect us.  They provide for

  7    us.  And when they are in danger, we are going to protect

  8    them.  We are going to provide for them.  They can't come

  9    here.  They can't go to court.  They can't speak.  So we

 10    will speak for them.

 11         Thank you.

 12                    MR. CHARLIE SWANEY:  I'll try to make this

 13    as fast as I can.  I have a few things to say, but they

 14    tell me we are running out of time.  My name is Charlie

 15    Swaney.  I've lived here almost 30 years with my wife.

 16    I've helped her raise a family here.  These past few

 17    years, me and my wife have been blessed with four precious

 18    grandkids.  Now with the grandkids, that's what I have

 19    been focusing on more than ever right now, trying to teach

 20    them the outdoors.

 21         I've lived out in the outdoors all my entire life.

 22    50 years I have been out hunting caribou, skinning

 23    caribou, cutting them up, bringing them home, putting food

 24    on the table.  And I'm trying to teach them that.  Not

 25    just them, but others.  I'm here for these kids.  I speak
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  1    for these kids.  The ones that can't come up here and talk

  2    right now, I'm speaking for them.  I speak for them with

  3    my heart.

  4         Back in -- back in 2002 -- I mean '92, two elders

  5    came up to me, and they sat down with me at our house and

  6    they asked me if I could speak for them.  They told me

  7    that I'm good with -- with English language, and I

  8    understand a little bit better than -- how, you know,

  9    explaining how things are explained and then I sit down

 10    and explain it to them.  But they asked me to talk for

 11    them.  And that's when I started coming up on a microphone

 12    or in front of a camera and start talking.  And over the

 13    years I've learned better ways of doing that.

 14         I've taken a lot of people out:  Smithsonian

 15    magazine, Field & Stream, NBC News.  I've taken them all

 16    out.  I've shown them our lifestyle here.  They have come

 17    up here because they hear the threat of oil development in

 18    the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, and that's why they

 19    came here.  One thing that's different, though, is when

 20    you see pictures of this place or you see it on video it's

 21    way different than when you see it with your own eyes.

 22         Back when Frank Murkowski was our senator, one time

 23    he got up on the Senate floor in front of all his

 24    colleagues and he held up a white piece of paper like

 25    this, and he said, this is the Arctic National Wildlife
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  1    Refuge.  This is what he had in front of them.  Look out

  2    there.  That don't look like this.  That's what he said in

  3    front of all his colleagues right there on Senate floor.

  4    I remember that.  I'll never forget that.

  5         These people here, they speak from their heart.  They

  6    speak from their mind.  They have -- for thousands and

  7    thousands of years they have relied on the caribou that

  8    comes through here so they could eat.  Just recently we

  9    seen thousands of caribou going by here, going by here for

 10    one reason and one reason only:  That's to get up to the

 11    calving grounds up there.  They are migrating up there,

 12    and that's where they are now.

 13         And I wish it was possible that all of you could fly

 14    up there and see all those caribou up there because it's a

 15    site you will never forget.  I had an opportunity to do

 16    that one time.  There was 80,000 caribou there, and I

 17    still see it in my mind.  That's something you will never

 18    forget.  And that goes to show just how many caribou go

 19    there for one reason.  And that's not just them.  All the

 20    different species of birds.  I mean, birds that come from

 21    thousands and thousands of miles just to go up there to

 22    have their young.  That's -- that's how precious that

 23    place is to these animals and to these birds.

 24         I know -- I know for a fact if oil development took

 25    place up there, they are going to go somewhere else.  And
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  1    if they do go somewhere else, we are not going to see them

  2    come through here anymore or when they come back from

  3    there, migrating back through here.  I know that's not

  4    going to happen anymore.

  5         In the fall time, like a lady up here earlier said,

  6    when they come back through here, they let the leaders go

  7    through, and then after that people go up there to the

  8    camps and make camp and -- but when the caribou show up

  9    here, they finally start showing up, you look at people's

 10    attitudes here.  Their attitude changed.  The caribou are

 11    here.  They know they are going to eat good again.  You

 12    see it in everybody, even those kids.  They know they are

 13    going to eat good again.  That's their lifestyle that's

 14    been their lifestyle, and that's the way they want to keep

 15    it.  You know, money -- money isn't everything.

 16         Right here you go out in the woods somewhere, you get

 17    stuck, all the money in the world ain't going to help you.

 18    But the caribou or the fish or the ducks or whatever that

 19    go by, there's one thing that everybody has to do,

 20    everybody.  They have to eat.  You can't eat money.

 21    That's why it's so important to us.  That's why when I --

 22    when we mention about money, money isn't everything.  You

 23    know, it may look that they're poor, really poor here and

 24    all, but this is a rich lifestyle we live here.  Healthy.

 25         As Myra was saying, when she goes up to the other
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  1    places and they see all these health problems, we don't

  2    have that here because there is no pollution here.  You go

  3    down to that river and the water or the lakes here, you

  4    get a cup, you dip it out and you drink it.  You can't go

  5    to Fairbanks and do that at Chena River or you can't go to

  6    Anchorage and do that at Campbell Creek.  No way.  But you

  7    can still do that here, and that's what they continue to

  8    want to do.

  9         Now, one thing I don't really understand right now is

 10    I don't know why some Canadian people couldn't come over

 11    here and talk for you because they depend on this caribou

 12    just as much as these people here do.  I don't understand

 13    why they are being left out.  You know, they are -- the

 14    Gwich'in people, just like these people are here, and that

 15    part I don't understand.  Why aren't they -- some of them

 16    that were able to be here so you could hear their words

 17    about over there.  You heard from one of them here

 18    earlier, but I don't think -- I don't think that's right

 19    to just have it mainly in Alaska because Canada is the

 20    biggest part of their life over there, too.  And I don't

 21    think that's right.

 22         But one last thing that -- one last thing that I will

 23    tell you.  Everybody in here knows it.  One last thing

 24    I'll tell you is if the coastal plains up there, the

 25    birthing grounds are left alone, one thing we do know is
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  1    the caribou and all these different species of birds will

  2    continue to go back there to give birth to their young

  3    where they take their first breath of fresh air, their

  4    first step on earth, their first bite to eat, where they

  5    learn to walk, where they learn to run.  Everything.  All

  6    that happens up there.  And if it's left alone, that will

  7    continue.  That's one thing we do know.

  8         I thank you for coming, and thank you for listing to

  9    the few words that I had to say.  Thank you.

 10                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  Edward.

 11                    MR. EDWARD SAM:  Good afternoon.  To the

 12    panel, I wish you would have a good heart and listen to

 13    all these important speeches.  From 1988 with different

 14    panels we have expressed the same view.  So we are doing

 15    same thing.  I hope you are listening.  There is so much

 16    things to say and so much important things that have been

 17    discussed, from the elders from the past, elders that

 18    passes, deceases.

 19         My mind never changed opposing oil development, and

 20    it stands.  And I'm with all my tribes and I'm glad you

 21    are giving me this opportunity to speak to you.  I'm an

 22    environmentalist.  I'm a biologist.  And we try to keep

 23    everything healthy around our area where the waterfowls

 24    will come back.  The caribou won't change its migratory

 25    route.  We are really sensitive on all these matters where
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  1    we don't lose contact with the caribou.

  2         You know, we have been -- from archeology findings,

  3    from 26,000 years that we have been finding in the

  4    headwaters on Canadian side, Old Crow River.  Before it

  5    was hard to get information like that.  In order to get

  6    information like artifacts from the headwaters of Crow

  7    River, and we have to go through the Canadian embassy, the

  8    American embassy just to pass along a simple paper that --

  9    the findings.  And since then, so 1984, President Reagan

 10    passed into law Freedom of Information Act.  That give a

 11    big [indiscernible] opening the pages of what we stand

 12    for.

 13         We found some -- a lot of decline in waterfowl.  30,

 14    40 years ago there was plenty.  Like oil spill, Exxon

 15    Valdez, it's never been cleaned.  They just -- they just

 16    cleaned the surface.  And there are still side effects

 17    from that.  A couple years ago the Deep Horizon [sic] oil

 18    drilling in New Mexico, how many millions of oil that

 19    dispersed into the ocean?  I believe some of that oil that

 20    affected that coastal area where the waterfowl and the

 21    geese survived during the winter before their migratory

 22    route.  So I blame the oil company for messing up

 23    everything.

 24         Like right now even if they open and develop the --

 25    the oil up there at ANWR or 1002, we still going to pay
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  1    $10 a gallon.  I don't think it will change.  Since 1977

  2    when the first -- first oil flow, there is over two

  3    million barrels a day that goes 90 miles west of Arctic

  4    Village going through.  The lowest was 250,000 -- that's a

  5    couple years ago -- that's flowing through.  But we still

  6    get the same answer.  We -- we still have to pay $10 a

  7    gallon, $15 for a quart of oil for a fuel mixer.  When you

  8    got no job, it's pretty hard.  So I want to ask you

  9    that -- my vote for opening or drilling on ANWR is

 10    absolutely no.

 11         Okay.  Thank you.  Have a safe trip home.

 12         My name is Edward Sam.  I'm here in Arctic Village.

 13    I'm a resident here all my life.  Thank you and have a

 14    safe trip home.

 15                    MR. ANTONIO SISTO:  My name is Antonio

 16    Sisto.  I'm the grandson of Albert Tritt.  What I've got

 17    to say is I have stories.  I have -- this one is still to

 18    be told.  That story is not for you, but my grandkids.

 19    Living in the Arctic and Venetie in the past five years,

 20    moving back to the tribal lands of our people, Gwich'in, I

 21    feel alive.  I feel happy to be here with my people and

 22    stand with them.  The beautiful thing about this land is

 23    the power that can't be explained.  My wife and my sons

 24    are here, and we are happy.  And my sons, they will --

 25    they will hunt.  And when things are at its worst, we will
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  1    have fresh biscuits and fresh meat.

  2         I am proud to help and understand what we don't know

  3    and to show you what you don't understand about this land.

  4    The feeling of life on the hill of Arctic Village is a

  5    beautiful place.  There is no words to explain.  It's not

  6    any -- any website, and the feeling is magic.  I just want

  7    to say thank you and Mahsi' Choo.

  8                    MS. KATE HOLLANDSWORTH:  Hi.  I'm Kate

  9    Hollandsworth.  I grew up here in Arctic Village.  I'm 25

 10    years old -- so growing up here, it's hard to explain.  I

 11    can't -- it's been amazing.  This is my baby right here,

 12    Ryker.  I was maybe about three months old [sic] with him

 13    when I went out hunting for caribou.  And I believe I made

 14    him strong already by doing that.  I plan on doing it

 15    years from now and again this fall.  I know women before

 16    me and I pray for women after me to keep hunting while

 17    they are pregnant with their babies, with their

 18    grandbabies.

 19         I'm up here speaking for my baby.  He can't really

 20    talk too well, but I'm up here speaking for him.  I want a

 21    future for him to learn our way of life, not in a

 22    classroom, not in a building; up there in the mountains,

 23    in the trees, in the fresh air.  I believe that's the only

 24    way to learn our way of life.  And as -- as Galen

 25    mentioned earlier, if you were to be here for a year,
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  1    maybe even a month or two, you would be Indianized.  I

  2    have proof of that.

  3         My dad -- my dad came up here 20-something years ago

  4    from Missouri, and he's never left once.  He built us a

  5    house, me a cabin, and all kinds of things.  And I just --

  6    I pray and hope that we can keep it that way, not just for

  7    us, not just for the future, but for the past.  I mean,

  8    people have been fighting for years, and we all -- we are

  9    all still fighting.  And we are not going to stop.  I just

 10    pray and hope that we can keep it that way and just keep

 11    everything safe as far as the caribou, the moose,

 12    everything.

 13         I just -- I hope you guys respect our wishes and hear

 14    everyone out on what we would like to -- how we would like

 15    to keep our land.  Thank you.

 16                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  If everybody doesn't

 17    mind, I have a young gentleman that keeps coming up, so

 18    I'll give him a minute.

 19                    MR. ALEXANDER STEVENS:  My name is

 20    Alexander Stevens.  I come from Fairbanks, Alaska.  I'm

 21    standing up here right now because if you drill, it's not

 22    like cutting off a bit of your finger.  It's not going to

 23    heal back.  It's going to stay.  It's going to stay like

 24    that forever.  So just don't drill.  It's not a good idea.

 25    And it's not just the caribou you are affecting; it's all
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  1    the other animals in that area, too; all the birds.  And

  2    which one is a more valuable resource:  The way -- our

  3    culture, the way the culture moves or oil?

  4         So if you wanted to protect something valuable, you

  5    should protect the culture.  And I am ten years old.

  6                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  We had no idea what

  7    this kid was going to say when I gave him the mic.  Good

  8    job.

  9         Robbie.

 10                    MR. ROBBIE MARTIN:  Hi.  I'm Robbie from

 11    Venetie, but I have been living here in Arctic Village.

 12    My parents are Shayna Tritt and James Martin.  And my dad

 13    taught me how to cook over a campfire into the woods.  I

 14    learned how to cook ducks and cut the caribou and use some

 15    of the parts to cook over the fire.  And I'm 13 years old.

 16    It's a blessing to have.  I don't want to lose or throw

 17    that away.

 18         It's hurting to think that the oil companies are

 19    trying to take over on what we have, such as our land,

 20    animals, but we rely on most importantly the caribou.

 21         Thank you for listening.

 22                    MS. CHARLENE STERN:  Good afternoon.

 23    (Speaking in Gwich'in.)  My name is Charlene Stern.  My

 24    parents are Florence Newman and Peter Stern.  My

 25    grandparents are the late James and Maggie Gilbert of
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  1    Vashraii K'oo.  That's where I come from.

  2         So you know, a lot of this proposal has to do with

  3    the leasing program.  And yet our people have been talking

  4    about exploration and development.  And I understand that,

  5    you know, depending on the outcome of this EIS, there is

  6    potential for a bigger EIS in the future regarding

  7    development.  But I think what you have to understand even

  8    in this process is, for us they're both related and that

  9    we see this proposal as a foot in the door.  And to us

 10    that is a threat, a direct threat.  And so we oppose that.

 11    We have opposed that for over 30 years.  And I think, you

 12    know, you have judged the sentiment from the room that we

 13    have a no-compromise position on some of those pieces.

 14         As our hunters, as our leaders, as our elders, as our

 15    youth have spoken, what you are really hearing from is not

 16    just the people of Arctic Village and Venetie.  You're

 17    hearing from caribou experts.  You're hearing from caribou

 18    biologists.  You're hearing from wildlife biologists.

 19    You're hearing from botanists.  That's the level of skill

 20    and training and knowledge that they hold.  They might not

 21    hold a degree from a western institution, but that's that

 22    level of knowledge.  And I think it's important that we

 23    respect that.

 24         They also, in addition to having that expertise, are

 25    managers of these resources.  We have been managing the
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  1    caribou.  We have been managing the moose in this area.

  2    We have been managing the fish, the wildlife, the

  3    waterfowl for as long as we have been here.  Whenever our

  4    hunters make a decision about harvesting, they are

  5    practicing active management.  When they decide not to

  6    shoot the first leaders that come through, they are

  7    practicing active management.  When they decide to take a

  8    bull and not a cow, they are practicing active management.

  9         And so I want to make that record clear because I

 10    think sometimes there is this notion that our management

 11    is not enough, that we are not qualified as biologists,

 12    that we always need these experts from western

 13    institutions to affirm our knowledge that we know based on

 14    many, many generations.  So I'll make that clear.

 15         Our people -- it's hard to describe because you guys

 16    just see the village as it is now.  But when I think about

 17    my grandparents, they lived all across this land, all

 18    across these mountains, all across these lakes and rivers.

 19    And there are many times where the animals weren't there

 20    when they needed them.  And our people faced starvation,

 21    you know.  My mom tells a story.  She grew up -- she was

 22    born out here on the land, not in a hospital.  And she

 23    tells a story about one time they ran out of food, and so

 24    her mom, who was blind, went to the cache, and she was

 25    literally scraping crumbs from our dry meat off our -- our
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  1    caribou from the cracks in the cache to make a soup broth

  2    out of them for our family to continue living.  That's the

  3    kind of hard lives that people our -- where we come from.

  4         I also want to just say something about my

  5    grandmother.  She was a story teller, a traditional

  6    knowledge keeper, Maggie Gilbert.  And she once told us

  7    this story, this dream that she had.  And this dream was

  8    her walking in the mountain, and she came across one of

  9    the caribou, the leaders, the old bulls, and he just

 10    looked so poor and his fur was coming out, and he looked

 11    very unhealthy.  And she spoke to him.  And our people

 12    believe that we have a relationship, especially back then

 13    where we could understand the caribou and they could

 14    understand us.

 15         And she asked him in our language what was wrong with

 16    him, and he turned around and he said, there is no caribou

 17    following me.  There is no caribou following me.  And so

 18    when Faith was talking about prophecies, that's a

 19    prophesy.

 20         And so when we hear about this leasing program,

 21    that's the fear.  You know, like I said, you guys think,

 22    well, you know, depending on this, there may be a later

 23    EIS, but this -- this scares us, this proposal.

 24         I want to make a clarification.  A lot of our people

 25    have talked about the birthplace of the caribou.  We are
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  1    talking about the calving grounds and the post calving

  2    grounds.  I want to make sure that that's in the record.

  3         I think that our people are looking forward to

  4    participating as cooperating agencies, our tribes in this

  5    process.  We are also very much interested in the Section

  6    106 process.  We are the ones that have the knowledge, our

  7    elders and our tribal leaders, about our traditional

  8    cultural properties.  And because we have lived all over

  9    these lands -- north, south, east and west of here --

 10    there are many traditional cultural properties that have

 11    already been documented, but there's many, many more that

 12    have yet to be documented.  And so we look forward to

 13    being able to work together to make sure that those are

 14    documented in this process.

 15         So those are just a couple things that I wanted to

 16    say.  Mahsi' Choo.  Thank you very much.

 17                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  We have another young

 18    gentleman.

 19                    MR. MARK JUNIOR:  My name is Mark Junior,

 20    and I'm nine years old.  And I don't want them to take

 21    away the caribou because we love them a lot and we don't

 22    want them to go away, ever.  We want them to stay here.

 23    So please don't take them away.  Mahsi' Choo.

 24                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  All right.  Is there

 25    anybody else that wanted to -- Carrie?  I believe Carrie
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  1    is the last person, unless somebody else wants to.

  2         Thank you guys for sticking around.

  3                    MS. CARRIE STEVENS:  My comments are maybe

  4    only about 45 minutes.  It's brief.

  5         My name is Carrie Stevens, and I first came to live

  6    in Arctic Village in 1999.  And from there I was very --

  7    very blessed to have that opportunity.  So I thank Arctic

  8    Village for always welcoming me, taking care of me and my

  9    son.  They are the most gracious people, if you haven't

 10    noticed.  There aren't very many places on earth that are

 11    left that are like this.  Maybe on our hands we can look

 12    at intact ecosystems that are still in relationship with

 13    indigenous peoples.  I do not take this lightly.

 14         This is one of the last great places on our earth

 15    that we sit with holy people.  We hear that many times.

 16    There is -- one of the only historic sites in our state is

 17    here, and it is a church.  Their stories carry that

 18    spirit.  And so I always have to recognize that and this

 19    deep relationship with the world around them and the

 20    ecosystem.  And you have heard that all day.

 21         So I'm very, very concerned about the scoping

 22    process, the EIS process, the 106, the 810 processes.  I

 23    understand you have a mandate.  That's a law that you

 24    didn't write that was passed.  However, it is still within

 25    your hands to ensure that the best possible job is done,
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  1    that it is the most comprehensive, holistic, thorough

  2    study.  I urge you desperately not to rush and not to make

  3    haste in this work because that really truly is on you.

  4         As you can tell, this is the lives of these people.

  5    This is the lives of their relatives, the caribou.  And

  6    yesterday I grew very concerned about the limit of the

  7    scope of the impact, particularly as it relates to

  8    subsistence or ways of life.

  9         We know that this is the largest refuge in the United

 10    States, although Steve and the Yukon Delta refuge might

 11    have wrestling matches over that, I hear.  It's maybe a

 12    few acres here or there.  And it's one of three in our

 13    entire country that is a managed remotely.  There is a

 14    sign at the airport.

 15         You know that, as we just heard from Dr. Stern, this

 16    is a room full of doctors.  And no one has the knowledge

 17    that they have related to this place.

 18         Yesterday again I grew very concerned about

 19    misinformation regarding the ANILCA 810 analysis and the

 20    limitation of that scope and the limitation of the scope

 21    of the work.  The birthing grounds and nurseries of the

 22    coastal plain feed far more than this community, than the

 23    Venetie community, than the Fort Yukon community.  Fort

 24    Yukon is not standing up for their brothers and sisters.

 25    They are direct harvesters, and it is shown that large
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  1    percentage of households across the Yukon flats rely on

  2    the Porcupine caribou herd:  Trade networks, social

  3    networks, spiritual networks, cultural networks.  This has

  4    been documented numerous times.  We shouldn't even have to

  5    debate the level of scoping that should be taking place.

  6         Now, that's just Porcupine caribou.  So I desperately

  7    urge you to consider those communities as scoping

  8    communities and within your ANILCA 810 analysis and your

  9    historic 106 analysis.  The chief -- the traditional chief

 10    of Beaver is from here.  Everyone is related.  Their

 11    social networks are related.  Their food sovereignty is

 12    interrelated.  Their food security, their health, their

 13    well-being is all interrelated.

 14         Now, we haven't even discussed migratory waterfowl.

 15    We have the Alaska Migratory Bird Treaty Act.  Those

 16    waterfowl feed large portions of this state.  And that

 17    food is critical, critical to the spring resources and why

 18    there is a special spring hunt.  So I'm very concerned

 19    about the limit on the scoping and on the analysis and on

 20    the impact.  It is as if you drop a pebble in a lake and

 21    it will continue and it will reach out for longer than you

 22    can see.  That is how far the birthing ground impact

 23    reaches, directly.  So I would like to have that on record

 24    and continue to have that on record.  That was one of the

 25    main points I wanted to make.
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  1         I also have great concern regarding data.  And I'm

  2    sorry -- oh, good.  Paul is still here.  Those gentlemen

  3    are still here.  Did you guys get all that?  Paul, did you

  4    get all that?  Making sure.  All right.

  5         There is a large body of documentation of historical

  6    oral stories.  I couldn't even name the number of people

  7    who have made their careers on the relationships and

  8    networks of self-reliance of food resources alone in the

  9    region.  But there is a huge data gap in harvest data for

 10    this community.  So I don't -- you are going to have a

 11    very large challenge in making an adequate, educated and

 12    informed decision with the data that you have because it

 13    is very limited.

 14         So only if you are working again with tribal

 15    governments to ensure that -- this data -- tribes should

 16    have been collecting this data for years in partnership

 17    with the refuges.  So you are going to run into some

 18    serious data gap issues there.  Again, I'm worried about

 19    the scope of impact.

 20         Also, I don't even think we have discussed today

 21    transportation corridors related to leasing or related to

 22    development and the impact on any transportation corridors

 23    and footprints on, of course, all of the resources we have

 24    already heard about today, on water resources and on air

 25    resources.
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  1         I'm also worried about your time frame.  You are

  2    going to have to document worst case scenarios and what is

  3    your mitigation methodology going to be for those impacts.

  4    We cannot plan that everything will be fine because we

  5    know it will not be.

  6         So really I just -- I very much appreciate your

  7    coming here.  I know it's a long trip.  I appreciate you

  8    listening all day to an amazing wealth of knowledge, but

  9    for these reasons I very much continue to request and push

 10    on the extension for the scoping period and that you

 11    increase sites for scoping.

 12         I just want to say that this is your legacy.  This is

 13    your legacy.  All of you sitting at this table have power

 14    and authority.  And there are lives.  It's like a war.

 15    There are lives at stake.  And I just hope every night you

 16    can think about the legacy that you leave for your

 17    children and your grandchildren as you consider every

 18    else's grandchildren and children after that and this

 19    great, great wonderful amazing place that's one of very

 20    few left on this earth.

 21         The National Petroleum Reserve sits right next door,

 22    and it's not even tapped out.  It's not even tapped out.

 23    It's right there.

 24         So thank you.  Thank you for your time, your

 25    consideration.  And with all due respect, I very much
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  1    thank the elders and everybody from Arctic Village.  Thank

  2    you.

  3                    MS. PAMELA A. MILLER:  Hello.  My name is

  4    Pamela A. Miller.  I'll try to make a very short

  5    statement, and it's about the scope of the change that

  6    this EIS is proposing to look at.  The lease is not a

  7    simple piece of paper.  You don't do it and then move on

  8    to the details.  The lease allows the whole kit and

  9    caboodle.  It gives a right, presumably, if it's done like

 10    in the National Petroleum Reserve, to exploration,

 11    development, production, transportation, roads, seismic,

 12    gravel mines, ports, the whole thing.  You need to look at

 13    the whole thing now.  You can't separate preleasing and

 14    postleasing seismic.  They are information the government

 15    should have to inform the leasing program, presumably.  It

 16    is a comprehensive part of the whole plan.

 17         In the Prudhoe Bay region, it's involved as much as

 18    32,000 miles of seismic just by 2001.  In the offshore,

 19    they have done a lot more.  They have done 197 miles of

 20    seismic.  This is driving heavy machinery in grids 660

 21    feet apart on this fragile tundra.  There was a one-time

 22    seismic program.  Its lines were one to six miles apart.

 23    It was a very different program that had longstanding

 24    impacts of which I witnessed in the winter and the summer

 25    and as of the last time I was there.
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  1         It is simply wrong to speed ahead and not consider

  2    that seismic.  It's an integral part of the whole

  3    operation that you are conceptualizing how you are going

  4    to overlay the oil and gas leasing program on the existing

  5    [indiscernible] of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to

  6    preserve this land in its natural diversity of habitats

  7    and populations, for water quality and quantity, for

  8    subsistence, for upholding international treaties.

  9         This is a very different reality than the National

 10    Petroleum Reserve and you are not proposing a petroleum

 11    reserve on a wildlife refuge.  So given that the refuge

 12    was safe, there was not a lot of funding for scientific

 13    studies for decades.  The baseline information and

 14    integrating that together for any place will take longer

 15    than a year.

 16         So this is a highly political decision in a place

 17    that it should not have.  So I urge you to reconsider how

 18    you are ramming through thinking you are going to do

 19    leasing in this -- in this narrow window of time.  It

 20    won't work.  And you will not be evaluating the direct,

 21    cumulative and other impacts not only that will happen up

 22    in the coastal plain itself, the connections to here that

 23    are very vibrant every day, the way the birds, the way the

 24    other animals connect to other parts of the world, the

 25    whales, the seals and the way that the ocean and the land
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  1    have cumulative impacts.  In the Trump Administration they

  2    are both being considered at the same time.

  3         So we sit here in one of the most beautiful places on

  4    earth.  And you have heard how it's in everyone's heart

  5    here and it's in the hearts of people all across the

  6    country and -- who have a stake in this, but this stake

  7    here is the most powerful of all because they are

  8    connected to the land.  They have been that way forever.

  9    And I've learned so much and I'm humbled from the people

 10    here.

 11         So I just wanted to make that point about the

 12    comprehensiveness of the impact statement.  And you really

 13    need to take a step back.  Thank you.

 14                    MS. CORA JOHN:  My name is Cora John, and

 15    I live in Arctic Village.  I don't want you to drill

 16    because caribou is our life.  When I get older, I want to

 17    learn -- learn my kids to get caribou, skin them and cook.

 18    Drilling is bad and I don't want that to happen to our

 19    culture.  So please don't drill.  Thank you.

 20                    MS. KAREN MOURITSEN:  I just want to say

 21    thank you everyone so, so much.  We really, really

 22    appreciated your hospitality, your beautiful community,

 23    you all, the community.  We just really, really appreciate

 24    it.  And we thank everyone for giving us such thoughtful

 25    and heartfelt comments.  And we have gotten them all on
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  1    the record, thanks to Mary.  We've taken a lot of notes.

  2    So thank you very, very much.

  3         We had those handouts on the back table that told you

  4    how to make comments, if you wanted to fax them or email

  5    them or send us a letter.  And so if you didn't pick any

  6    up -- and I think there might not be any left -- but we

  7    will get you some more so that we can make sure and get

  8    your comments.  And just thank you.  Do you want to say

  9    something in closing?

 10                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  Closing quick prayer.

 11                    MS. KAREN MOURITSEN:  Okay.  That would be

 12    great.  Thank you so much everyone.

 13                    MR. JIMMY JOHN:  I just want to say thank

 14    you.  Great, great thanks to Tiffany Yatlin, Charlene

 15    Stern, Tonya Garnett, Faith Gemmill, Sarah James, the

 16    people who cooked:  Marty Russell, Marion Swaney, Darryl,

 17    the grill boy, Nikolai.  And I got musicians.  Who are

 18    they?  They're not around.  I don't know.  But all of you.

 19    All the youth, good talking.  I like that.  Keep it up.

 20    And elders right there.  And my visitors.  Thank you.

 21    [indiscernible]  You people do it some more.  I'll be

 22    there waiting for you guys.  I want to know what you guys

 23    are up to.  Thank you very much.  So thank you very much,

 24    everybody.

 25               (Off the record.)
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  1               (A closing prayer was offered.)

  2               (Proceedings adjourned at 5:37 p.m.)
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