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1 PROCEEDI NGS
2 Openi ng Remar ks and Presentation
3 MR. DAVI D BATTS: kay. Wl cone, everybody.
4 W're going to get started here. So if there are folks

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

that are in the outer roomthat want to conme in, we'l
go ahead and get started.

On behalf of the Departnent of Interior and the
Bureau of Land Managenent, welcone to the final Public
Scoping Meeting on the Coastal Plain G| and Gas
Leasi ng Program Environnental |npact Statenment, also
referred to as an EI S

| want to thank you very much for being here
today. | know everybody has other commtnents. It's
also Friday. So |I'msure there are many ot her things
you all would nuch rather be doing, but we appreciate
you spending sonme tinme with us. W look forward to
hearing from you

Just a few | ogistical announcenents before we get
started. |If you need to use the restroom we have
restroons directly out the door to your right. |If we
need to vacate the room there are a couple nunber of

exits, two behind ne, and then two doors where you cane
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1 in. There are exit signs right above those.
2 A few other logistical itens. You're welcone to
3 cone and go into the neeting roomor even outside. |If
4 you do |leave the building, you'll have to go back

5 t hrough security, which | think nmany of you j ust

6 real i zed. Please silence your cell phones. Common

7 courtesy. |If you're going to have sidebar

8 conversations, if you could just take it out into the
9 | obby area, we would appreciate it.

10 We have a very full agenda for this evening. The
11 primary purpose is, of course, to hear fromyou all.
12 We're going to kick things off wwth sone wel com ng

13 remarks. Then we'll have a brief presentation that

14 wll go over the project. Then we'll go into our

15 public comment peri od.

16 Qut si de, hopefully you were able to enjoy sone of
17 the stations that we have out there. W also have a
18 comment station where you can go in and directly be

19 connected onto the Internet and onto the |Iive coment
20 website, where you can | eave your comments there if you
21 like. And we'll talk a little bit nore about

22 commenting here in just alittle bit.
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1 W w il be wapping up at 9:00. W do have this
2 bui |l di ng secured until then, but we will need to vacate
3 it at that point intinme. So we'll talk alittle bit
4 nore about how we'll all work together so we can try to
5 get as many people to speak this evening as possible.
6 That's all that | have for the |ogistics.
7 ' m pleased to introduce Joe Balash. He is the
8 Deputy -- excuse ne -- the Assistant Secretary for Land
9 and Mnerals within the Departnent of Interior, and he
10 w Il introduce our panel nenbers and make sone

11  wel com ng renarks.

12 Joe.

13 MR, JOE BALASH: (Good afternoon. As David said,
14 my nane is Joe Bal ash, the Assistant Secretary for Land
15 and M neral s Managenent at the Departnent of the

16 Interior. | am 30-year resident of Al aska and take the
17 responsibility I have here in conducting this

18 particular EIS incredibly seriously. And |I'mvery

19 honored to have that responsibility because this issue
20 IS so very inportant to people, and that's sonething

21 that | just want to nake note of as well.

22 This particular programand in this particul ar
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1 pl ace is sonething that has been a subject of debate
2 for many, many years, and there are very strong
3 feelings on all sides of this question. And passion is
4 something that we wel conme and we understand and
5 appreci ate, and so please don't feel |ike you need to
6 hol d that back. W just ask that you keep those
7 comment s and keep that passion constructive and usef ul
8 to this process as we go through the anal ysis necessary
9 to conduct a leasing programin a manner that is going
10 to mnimze any inpact on the people or resources that
11 peopl e depend upon in the future.
12 So with ne today, |I'mwatching a couple of folks
13 continue to walk in here, but we have with us the
14 Acting State Director for BLMin Al aska, Karen
15 Mouritsen; the Regional Director for Al aska for the
16 US Fish and Widlife Service, Geg Siekaniec; and the
17 Secretary's Senior Advisor on Al aska Affairs, Steve
18 Wackowski, is walking up to the dais here right now.
19 And then finally probably the nost inportant person in
20 this roomand on this project is N cole Hayes. She is
21 the Project Manager for this EI'S programand i s going
22 to be very, very busy with all of this work so that we
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1 can get the job done right and be able to nove forward
2 in the manner Congress has directed.

3 Again, | want to thank the people who have cone

4 fromfar and wide to attend this neeting. This is one
5 that was requested by a | arge nunber of organizations,
6 and we're pleased to be able to provide this

7 opportunity here in Washington for people to get their
8 comments in on the record.

9 | think David will probably say a little bit nore
10 about this, but I do want to enphasize that every

11 comment counts, whether you're able to cone to the

12 m cr ophone or whether you're able to conplete your

13 comments at the mcrophone. |If you comment via enmai
14 or witing, those coments cone into the process just
15 i ke the ones that are spoken into the m crophone, so
16 we do -- we do take all of this very seriously and want
17 to nake sure that we have a conplete record here at the
18 concl usion of this phase, and | ook forward to

19 continuing this dialogue over the course of the next
20 several nonths and beyond.
21 Thank you.

22 M5. NI COLE HAYES: Thank you, Joe.
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1 As he nmentioned, I"'mNicole Hayes. |'mthe
2 Project Manager for the Coastal Plain G| and Gas
3 Leasing EIS. | amgoing to quickly go through what
4 we're here for today, and the quicker | go through it,
5 the nore tine you all wll have to speak. So we'll go
6 ahead and get started.
7 The agenda |'m going to cover today is why we're
8 here; what scoping is about; what the requirenents are
9 of each agency, so BLM and the Fish and Wldlife
10 Service; what the NEPA process is and what that neans;
11 subsi stence and ANI LCA Section 810, which is unique,
12 especially up in Al aska; and then, nost inportantly,
13 how to parti ci pate.
14 So on Decenber 22, 2017, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act
15 of 2017 was enacted. Part of that act requires that
16 the Secretary of the Interior, acting through the
17 Bureau of Land Managenent, inplenent an oil and gas
18 leasing programw thin the Coastal Plain. The Coast al
19 Plain is identified here on this map. That's displ ayed
20 as the 1002 area within the Arctic National Wldlife
21 Refuge. The Coastal Pl ain enconpasses about 1.6
22 mllion acres of the 19.3 mllion acres of the Arctic
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1 National WIdlife Refuge.

2 Sonme of the requirenments in the Tax Act are that
3 BLM i nplenents the G| and Gas Leasing Programin a

4 manner simlar to the |easing programwthin the Naval
5 Petrol eum Reserves, or the National Petrol eum Reserves
6 under the Naval Petrol eum Reserves Production Act of

7 1976. The Secretary is required to hold not fewer than
8 two lease sales wthin the next 10 years. The first

9 one nust be held within 4 years, and the second one

10 must be held within 7 years. Each of the | ease sales
11 nmust offer up for |ease at |east 400,000 acres of the
12 hi ghest potential areas for hydrocarbons. So those are
13 some of the main requirenents that BLMis focused on
14 right nowwth this EI S

15 As | nentioned, there are two agencies that have
16 primary responsibilities within the Arctic National

17 WIldlife Refuge as it pertains to this EIS. BLM

18 administers all Federal mineral estate, including the
19 oil and gas, under Arctic National WIldlife Refuge.

20 That's why we're the | ead Federal agency for the EIS.
21 We're responsible for devel oping the | easing program

22 conducting | ease sales, and then down the road we would
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1 approve the applications for permt to drill.
2 Fish and Wldlife Service, of course, is the
3 surface manager for the Arctic National Wldlife
4 Ref uge, so they administer that. And they're also a
5 cooperating agency in this EIS. W're working closely
6 wth them because they know the surface resources.
7 This slide here just shows the conpl ete BLM oi
8 and gas | easing and devel opnent process. As |
9 menti oned we are developing a leasing EI'S, which covers
10 the sales and the | ease issuance. Oher phases that
11  woul d require separate NEPA anal ysis include pre- and
12 post -| ease exploration, and then any surface
13 devel opnent applications for permt to drill for
14 devel opnent, operations, and production, and then the
15 phases of inspection and enforcenent and recl amati on
16 that conme with it. So all of those -- anything beyond
17 the leasing and | ease i ssuance woul d require separate
18 NEPA anal ysi s.
19 So this busy slide shows the National
20 Envi ronnental Policy Act process. The purpose of NEPA,
21 which it's often referred to as, is it's intended to
22 hel p public officials nmake decisions that are based on
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1 under st andi ng of environnental consequences, and, nost
2 i nportantly, take actions that protect, restore, or

3 enhance the environnent. This is a critical part of

4 the environnental consequences, is going through the

5 public invol venent process.

6 Sonme of the mandates to neet the purpose of NEPA
7 i nclude preparing an Environnental |npact Statenent,

8 which is what we're doing, for every Federal action

9 significantly affecting the quality of the human

10 environment. We're required to consider alternatives
11 and anal yze envi ronnental consequences, consult with
12 and obtain comments from any Federal agency which has
13 jurisdiction by |law or specialized expertise. And then
14 we're required to put out a detail statenment, which is
15 the EI'S, and comments and views of the appropriate

16 Federal, State, local, and Tribal entities that are

17 i nvolved in the process.

18 The NEPA process started with enactnent of the

19 act. There are two major points where there is public
20 comment opportunity. W're in one of them the scoping
21 peri od, which goes until June 19th, so you have until

22 then to submt your witten coments, and, of course,
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1 provi de comment tonight. The other major public

2 comment period will be when the draft EI'S cones out,

3 which we anticipate to be around this fall. And then
4  the NEPA process concludes with the Record of Decision
5 and a | ease sal e.

6 An inportant factor in this EIS, as | nentioned at
7 the beginning, that's separate from NEPA, but we do it
8 concurrently, and it's unique to Al aska, is Section 810
9 of ANILCA, or the Al aska National Interest Lands

10 Conservation Act. The AN LCA process is conducted

11 concurrently, so you see the two parts on the slide

12 t hat show NEPA and Section 810. And it requires

13 Federal agencies to consider inpacts of their actions,

14  including | easing and an eval uati on of subsistence
15 uses.
16 So an initial finding is made of whether or not a

17 proposed action may have significant restriction on

18 subsistence uses. That initial finding is published
19 and appended to the draft EIS, so that occurs at that
20 sane tine.

21 If the finding is an action nmay have a significant

22 restriction on subsistence uses, then we would hold a
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1 public hearing on that matter. So the public hearing
2 usual ly coincides with the public coment period for

3 the draft EIS, so that coment period woul d concl ude,

4 and then we woul d have a hearing on the subsistence

5 I npacts. And after we receive the input on the

6 subsi stence uses and inpacts, then a final

7 determ nation is nade and is appended to the final EIS.
8 Deci sions that we have to nmake and input that

9 we'rereally looking fromthe public as part of the

10 scoping period is the alternatives that need to be

11 devel oped, which | ease sales should be -- |lease tracts
12 shoul d be offered for sale, what sort of stipulations
13 should be put on them and what are the best nanagenent
14 practices that should be included. W're interested in
15 hearing the sensitive areas that should be avoided, if
16 there are timng restrictions we should consider, if

17 you have a recomended stipul ation, you know, providing
18 that information to us so we can consider that in our
19 eval uation and as we develop the alternatives.
20 To date, we have actually eight cooperating
21 agencies: the U S Fish and Wldlife Service, the

22 State of Al aska, the North Slope Borough, the Native
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1 Village of Venetie, the Arctic Village Council, the
2 Native Village of Venetie Tribal Governnment. | think I
3 menti oned the North Sl ope Borough. And just yesterday
4 or the day before, the Native Village of Kaktovik said
5 they wanted to be a cooperator also. So we now have
6 ei ght cooperati ng agenci es.
7 Cooperati ng agencies help us with the devel opnent
8 of the EISwth their specialized expertise or
9 jurisdiction by law. So we develop the EIS with them
10 and rely on themfor the information to ensure that
11 we're putting good solid information in the EI' S
12 docunent .
13 Up here is a tentative schedule. As | nentioned,
14 the Notice of Intent kicked off the EI'S process. That
15 started the scoping period, and that is to conclude on
16  June 19th. Throughout the sunmmer, the alternatives
17 w1l be devel oped, and an eval uation of the
18 envi ronnment al consequences. In the fall, the draft EI S
19 woul d be published. After the draft EIS is published,
20 it goes out for public review. And after we receive
21 the feedback on that, we develop the final EIS. After
22 the final EIS goes out, a Record of Decision is signed,

Alderson Court Reporting

1-800-FOR-DEPO www.AldersonReporting.com



Meeting 6/15/2018
Washington, DC Page 20
1 and a | ease sale is held.
2 As was nentioned earlier, we have had seven
3 scoping neetings. This is the seventh and final one.
4 \W've been in Arctic Village, Fairbanks, Anchorage,
5 Ut gi agvi k, Venetie, Kaktovik, and, of course, here we
6 are today.
7 There are several ways to provi de comments.
8 There's a web forumyou can go directly to and subm t
9 comments online. There are a couple conputers set out,
10 actually outside, in the |obby that you can go do your
11 online comments right now, you could enmail them or you
12 could mail themto the address on the screen. And
13 there are al so sone handouts you could nmail them And,
14 of course, we will be taking public comment today. And
15 we have a court reporter, so everything that is said is
16 bei ng recorded by our court reporter.
17 Thank you.
18 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you, Nicole.
19 Al right. And this is the inportant part of the
20 nmeeting. M nane is David Batts. |I'mwth the EMPS .
21 W're the consulting firmthat is helping facilitate
22 the scoping process. And | have two inportant roles
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1 for this evening. First and forenost, ny job is to

2 make sure that your voice is heard and that your

3 conments are incorporated into the EI'S process. Wile
4 we |ook forward to getting your verbal conments this

5 evening, | do want to remnd you that witten coments
6 are al so accepted. W have a variety of ways to do

7 that. Al that information that was up on the slide is
8 al so put on the comment card, which is available on the
9 handout tabl e.

10 Al comments are weighted equally. So if you

11 don't have an opportunity or you do not feel like

12 providing testinony this evening, just provide a

13 witten comment. All comments will be | ooked at.

14 My second part of the job is to make sure that we
15 run this nmeeting in a very civil and respectful manner,
16 so please be respectful of one another and diverse

17 opi nions. Personal attacks won't be allowed, but we do
18 want to hear from everybody this evening.

19 In the interest of tinme and respect, please no
20 cl appi ng or jeering throughout the process.
21 And, again, if you have any special needs or need

22 any help, please feel to grab any staff that have a
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1 name tag and we'll nmake sure that we can acconmpdate
2 you.
3 In terms of the public speaking this evening, the
4 inportant thing to note is that we have Christine

5 Al len, and Christine is going to becone our best friend
6 this evening because she is our court reporter, and she
7 is going to be providing an accurate transcript of the
8 meeti ng tonight.

9 To hel p her out, please nmake sure that when you

10 come up to speak, that you speak at the m crophone

11 stand and that you're facing the panel nenbers. They
12 need to -- one of the things that Christine does is

13 reads lips, too, that hel ps her be able to capture your
14 i nput, so she needs to see your face. And then please
15 speak slowly and clearly into the m crophone.

16 For the speaking process this evening, we want to
17 try to accommbdate as many different viewpoints as

18 possi bl e and hear fromas nany people as we can, so we
19 have a two-tiered approach. First this evening, we're
20 going to start with a prearranged speaker list. W

21 have about 15, 16 individuals that will be speaking

22 first. Then we wll be opening it up to the public at
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1 large. |If you're interested in speaking tonight,
2 pl ease nake sure that you' ve grabbed one of the
3 speaking cards and fill that out. W wll be doing a
4 |lottery for the drawing orders off of that, and I|'|
5 cone back and talk a little bit nore about that in a
6 few m nutes.
7 We do ask that you pl ease respect our tine limt.
8 Again, we're going to try to accommpdate as many peopl e
9 as we can. On the screen here, you'll see that we wll
10 have a tinmer. Qur prearranged speakers will have 5
11 m nutes for their coments, and then public speakers
12 wll have 3 m nutes.
13 You'll see the counter count down. That's to help
14  you manage your time in ternms of your comments. |If you
15 hear a little chine at the end, don't be al arned,
16 that's just another little rem nder that your tine is
17 up, and we're going to be trying to nove forward as
18 qui ckly as we can after your 3 mnutes speaking tine.
19 I nterest G oup Representative Comments
20 MR. DAVI D BATTS. So, again, if you are interested
21 i n speaking, please go grab your speaker cards.
22 O herwi se, we are going to go ahead and nove into our
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1 prearranged speakers. And pl ease excuse ne, |'m not

2 texting ny nother right now, but I'mgoing to pull up

3 my list of our prearranged speakers. W're going to

4 start first with Andy Mack.

5 MR. ANDY MACK: Good afternoon. M/ nane is Andy

6 Mack, and | serve the residents of the State of Al aska
7 as Comm ssioner of the Departnent of Natural Resources.
8 | had the privilege to live in Uqgiagvik wwth ny famly
9 for 3 years and have travel ed extensively to the

10 villages in that region.

11 | am here to express the State of Al aska's support
12 for a leasing programin the 1002 area and request the
13 DA properly fulfill its I egal obligation by reflecting
14  the conprehensive benefits of this potenti al

15 devel opnent to the State and its peopl e when conducting
16 its NEPA anal ysi s.

17 | al so appreciate the opportunity to share two

18 si nmpl e messages from Governor Bill Wl ker and

19 Li eut enant Governnent Byron Mallott.
20 First, the State of Al aska believes the 40-year
21 hi story of successful devel opnment on the Arctic tundra

22 supports the view that nodern standards applied in an
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1 Arctic setting can protect the creatures and | andscape

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

of the Arctic over a long period of tine.

The State asks the DO to draw on the work of the
Bureau of Land Managenent witing the NEPA docunents
for projects in the NPRA. The rules established there
in nore than four major EISs have evol ved and serve as
a reference point going forward.

Second, Governor Wl ker and Li eutenant Gover nor
Mal | ott underscore the inportance the State places on
communi ty invol venent in decisions affecting Al aska's
| ands. Qur expectation is that the DO continue, as it
has t hroughout this process, its level of commtnent to
comuni cation with comunities.

The Government of Al aska sought to build Al aska on
a prem se of sustainable |ong-term devel opnent that
woul d be the basis of our independent existence. It
continues to require the guidance and traditional
knowl edge of the conmunities and | ocal people. Al aska
sees the bal ance between conservation and devel opnent
as the guiding principal of our State.

In 1971, Congress took up and passed ANCSA to

address the rights of the land clains of the Al aska
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1 Native people. A decade later, the Al aska Nati onal

2 I nterest Lands Conservation Act was passed, further

3 defining protection and uses of lands in Alaska. Oten
4 overlooked in this discussion is that AN LCA doubl ed

5 the size of the United States' National Park System it
6 doubl ed the size of the National Refuge System and it
7 tripled the anmount of |and designated as Federal

8 w | derness. There is an amazi ng abundance of true

9 unt ouched wi | derness in Al aska across our State.

10 Alaskans will be the first to tell you such

11 Regardi ng the Coastal Plain, Congress envisages a
12 smal | area that the Arctic -- in the Arctic National

13 WIldlife Refuge to be studied for oil and gas | easing.
14 Al askans thought after passage of AN LCA there would
15 be leasing in the md-'80s. Ironically, the benefit of
16 our 35-year wait is that we have inproved technol ogy so
17 dramatically that inpacts are now a small fraction when
18 conpared to early efforts.

19 We have applied technology. Many still believe

20 that activity in the Arctic is built on the data and

21 technologies fromthe '70s. Od news. Al aska |eads

22 the globe in application of Arctic technol ogy. Wen
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1 Prudhoe Bay started producing in 1977, industry built a
2 65-acre gravel pad to develop each 3 to 5 square mles
3 of subsurface reservoir. Now because of extended-reach
4 drilling and nultilateral drilling techniques, it is

5 possi bl e to devel op 113 square mles of subsurface

6 reservoir froma 20-acre pad.

7 We are cognizant of the limtations in the |aw,

8 and this concept, which is reflected in the law, we're
9 confortable with

10 We have al so followed the science and accept as

11 true that traditional know edge is equal in value to

12 Western science. W' ve taken traditional know edge and
13 I n many cases adopted standards based on |ocally

14 generated information. In fact, our friends at the

15 North Sl ope Borough were instrunental in standards that
16 limted novenent of vehicles to manage dust and dust

17 shadow. They proposed causeways to ensure fish

18 novenent. They catal ogued nesting areas for bird

19 species that lead to nore precise protections. And,
20 yes, they insisted that mgration routes and cal ving
21 areas for caribou be protected fromactivity.

22 Qur request is that the DO goes about creating
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1 the requirenents for |easing, or when it does, it |ooks

10

11

12

13

14
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21

22

at traditional know edge as havi ng equival ent val ue as
Wéstern sci ence.

Despite our description of successful North Sl ope
operations and the objective data that shows protection
of environnent and wildlife stability and even growth
coexi st with devel opnent, during the scoping period, we
have heard many people characterize the limted | easing
program as entirely disruptive and presune it wll
elimnate any and all environnental value fromthe
Coastal Pl ain.

We call on DO to analyze the data in the record
that shows this is without basis and not true,
especially given the nodern technol ogy and mitigation
measures. We also call on DO to anal yze the inportant
soci oeconom ¢ and security benefits of this devel opnent
on the appropriate local, national, and international
| evel s when conducting its analysis. Studies and
i nformation about the positive public health and
econonmi ¢ benefits of devel opnent, as observed on the
North Sl ope and across Al aska, are an inportant part of

this revi ew
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1 Additionally, the role of the 1002 area plays in
2 securing donestic energy supplies supporting
3 concom tant economi c activity through pronoting of
4 af fordabl e energy prices, inproving trade bal ance
5 t hrough energy exports, and bol stering nati onal
6 security.
7 We, finally, in the analysis of the value of the
8 1002 areas and undevel oped areas shoul d take into
9 account mllions of acres of existing legally defined
10 wlderness in close proximty to the area.
11 Thank you for your tine.
12 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Ckay. Qur next speaker wll be
13 Jame WIIians.
14 And if you did provide -- if you have witten
15 testinony that you're speaking off of and you woul d
16 like to leave a copy to help us with the record, you
17 can just drop it off at this table over here, and we'l]l
18 collect that testinony also.
19 M. WIIlians?
20 MR JAME WLLIAMS: Thank you. Good eveni ng.
21 H, I'mJame WIllians. And |I'm President of the
22 Wl derness Society. And our mission is to protect
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1 w | derness and inspire Anericans to care for our wild

2 pl aces.

3 The Arctic National WIldlife Refuge is an anmazing

4 wld landscape. It is a sacred place for the Gavch'in

5 peopl e, who have |ived there for thousands of years.

6 It is also hone for polar bears, wolves, mgratory

7 bi rds, and the Porcupi ne caribou herd, which now

8 nunbers nore than 200, 000 ani nal s.

9 This pristine and fragile ecosystemis Anerica's
10 Serengeti, the crown jewel of our national wldlife

11 refuges. It is the very last place we shoul d destroy
12 for oil and gas developnent. Drilling will result in
13 massive infrastructure sprawli ng throughout the Coast al
14 Plain. GO and other toxic substances could spill onto
15 the fragile tundra and into the Arctic waterways. Air,
16 water, and noise pollution would harm i ndi genous peopl e
17 who rely on this ecosystemto survive.

18 In short, drilling would forever disrupt the lives
19 of its people and its wildlife, and scar this pristine
20 | and forever.

21 Now |I'd like to focus on three specific issues and
22 concerns we have with the BLM process.
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1 First, we urge the BLMto honor its obligations

2 under the 1987 international agreenent with Canada for
3 the conservation of the Porcupine caribou herd as well
4 as treaty obligations related to the conservation of

5 pol ar bears and m gratory birds.

6 Second, in the scoping process, BLMnust fully

7 consi der the original purposes of the Arctic Refuge

8 creation, which focused on protecting fish, wildlife,

9 habi tats, subsistence, w | derness, recreation, and

10 water resources. The newy added purpose in the tax
11 bill does not render the other conservation purposes
12 irrel evant or waive any other | aws designed to protect
13 the refuge's irrepl aceabl e resources.

14 Third, the |l easing EI'S nust address al

15 foreseeabl e i npacts associated wth | easing,

16 expl oration, production, and reclamation of the Coast al
17 Plain. It nust also reflect the best avail abl e science
18 and traditional |ocal know edge and al so renedy

19 critical information gaps.
20 Now, |let ne be clear on one point. This is
21 neither the tinme and certainly not the place for BLMto

22 t ake shortcuts on the EIS, and it does not bode well
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1 that the BLM has schedul ed this hearing on a Friday
2 evening in the mddle of the summer in what appears to
3 be an attenpt to limt public participation and gane
4 the process. But it's not too late to do the right
5 thing and listen to public opinion on this critical
6 I ssue.
7 The W derness Soci ety has worked over 80 years to
8 protect this special place and support the human rights
9 of the GM ch'in people, and today we stand with the
10 OGwich'in people and the vast majority of Anericans who
11 believe in preserving the refuge intact for future
12 generations. W strongly urge the Bureau of Land
13 Managenent to recommend a no-action alternative on this
14 m sgui ded proposal .
15 Thank you.
16 (Appl ause.)
17 MR. DAVI D BATTS: The next speaker will be Myor
18 John Hopson. And we can go at either speaker there.
19 MR, JOHN HOPSON, JR : Good afternoon. M nane is
20  John Hopson, Jr., and I amthe Gty Mayor for
21  Wainwight, Alaska, a community on the North Sl ope of
22 Al aska and a nenber of Voice of the Arctic I fiupiat.
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1 Loosely, the aimof Voice of the Arctic I|fupiat, which
2 we call "Voice," is to unite people fromacross the

3 North Sl ope to work together collectively to address

4 the needs of our people and to work to anplify the

5 voi ces of our |ocal people over those who woul d speak
6 on our behal f about how we should |ive and nanage our

7 honel ands.

8 | am here today to el evate the voices of the

9 Kakt ovi knui t, many of whom could not travel 6,000 mles
10 for what we are in the north to consider a |ocal issue.
11 Si nce January of 2017, when ANWR | egi sl ati on was
12 once agai n introduced into Congress, Voice has held

13 many neetings in the community of Kaktovik and worked
14 very closely wth Kaktovik's | eadership to determ ne
15 their feelings about the piece of |egislation that

16 opens the Coastal Plain to oil and gas | easing.

17 Thr ough our neetings, polls -- through our

18 neetings, polls taken in the conmunity and i nformation
19 we receive fromfell ow Voice nenbers, Native Village of
20 Kakt ovi k, and Kaktovi k | Aupi at Corporation, | have
21 heard strong | ocal support on this issue. As the only

22 North Sl ope community | ocated within the National
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1 WIldlife Refuge, Kaktovik has long felt the strain of
2 solidified econony.

3 It is inportant to renmenber where we are in this
4 process. The law authorizes |ease sales and is in the
5 first step down a long road that ends in devel opnent.
6 There is nmuch hearsay about how nuch interest there is
7 in the Coastal Plain, how nmuch oil, how much noney, how
8 much cari bou. Kaktovik deserves to know for certain

9 what kind of potential lies in their land. These are
10 their honel ands, and they've been hone to the

11 Kakt ovi krmuit since tine before nenory, over which they
12 have been the rightful custodian and guardi ans. The
13 Federal CGovernnent already took these |lands fromthem
14 wthout their consent through a different act of

15 Congress and handed them over to the public and into
16 managenent of the U S. Fish and Wldlife Service as

17 part of the 19-million-acre Arctic National WIldlife
18 Refuge. |If you weren't outraged then, |I fail to see
19 how you have the right to be outraged now.
20 Peopl e seemto cling on the idea in the Coastal
21 Plain, and I amsure we will hear testinony today about

22 its stellar beauty from people who have been to the
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1 Brooks Range a tine or two, people who have chartered

2 ai rpl anes from Fai rbanks and Anchorage. They buy gear,
3 freeze-dried food from outdoor corporations, guided by
4 folks from Anchorage or the | ower 48, who | eave not hing
5 for the people of Kaktovik. Don't forget that you got
6 the refuge using oil, your Core-Tex, polypropylene, and
7 nyl on, carbon fiber, and waterproofing rafts and

8 kayaks, backpacks, boots, tents, canp fuel, all made

9 from hydrocarbons. So maybe it's tine to admt that

10 virtually every nenber of our society still depends on
11 oil.
12 That brings ne to the |and i ssue because the

13 argunent always that the oil should conme from sonewhere
14 el se, sone of you have experienced the beauty of our

15 | ands, but few of you have experienced its severity.

16 People live there, not just caribou, famlies,

17 chil dren, grandparents, elders, sisters and brothers.
18 W are just |ike you, and we just want to have an

19 econony and a future for our people and our famlies

20 and our honeland. Unlike you, we have to fight tooth
21 and nail for it.

22 | nyself come froma village located in the NPRA,
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1 so | know firsthand how devel opnent can be done. |
2 know t hat cari bou can survive. W also rely on caribou
3 as a subsistence resource. | know that the environnment
4 can survive. And | know that the |fupiat people wll
5 thrive. Qur nessage has al ways been about bal ance. W
6 know it can be done because we are already doing it,
7 and we're doing it well. W know how to co-exist,
8 partner with -- and partner with the industry. W've
9 been doing it for decades.
10 |"d like to thank the Bureau of Land Managenent
11 for this opportunity to provide testinmony. | have
12 additional -- | have included additional specific
13 recommendations in ny witten testinony.
14 Thank you.
15 (Appl ause.)
16 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you
17 | do apol ogize to all of our panel nenbers, | may
18 but cher sone nanes here, so please go ahead and fee
19 free to speak your name and your organization when you
20 get up and begi n your testinony.
21 The next speaker is Tonya Garrett (ph).
22 M5. TONYA GARNETT: Tonya Garnett. (Speaking in
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1 Al aska Native |anguage.) M nane is Tonya Garnett. |
2 am Neetsaii Guvch'in. | amfromArctic Village. | am
3 the daughter of Lillian and Jerry Garnett. | amthe
4  granddaughter of the late Ezias and Martha Janes and
5 the |l ate Edgar and Lucy Garnett. | have a 9-year-old
6 son naned Ashton.
7 |"'man enrolled Tribal menber as well as the
8 Executive Director for the Native Village of Venetie
9 Tribal Governnent. | amhere representing three
10 Federal | y Recogni zed Tri bal Governnents: Native
11  Village of Venetie Tribal CGovernment, Arctic Village
12 Council, and Venetie Village Council.
13 | cone as 1, but | stand as 10,000, a quote by
14 Maya Angelou. | am here to represent our people, our
15 peopl e at hone, those that cane before us, and those
16 that will cone after.
17 Many of the people that will be inpacted by this
18 proposal have not been heard. W bring with us down
19 here representatives of our GMch'in people, elder,
20 Tribal elected | eaders, nothers, hunters, Tribal staff,
21 and a doctor. Qur hunters, who provide not only for
22 their famlies but for the community, and el ders that
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have to live in the city due to nedical are here
because this is inportant to all of us. Al of us are
real. We are real people with real lives. There are
only a few of us here today, but we represent

t housands.

Qur Gmch'in people are a sinple, happy, and
hunbl e people. Qur way of life is at stake, our
livelihood is at stake. W speak for our ancestors,
and we speak for our children's children. | want to
see ny son, ny 9-year-old son, be able to get his first
caribou. | want to see his sons or his daughters get
theirs.

The Porcupi ne cari bou and the GM ch'in people have
lived together since tinme imenorial. Qur culture is
alive and strong. W do not support this proposal.
There will be dramatic inpacts to the econom c and
soci al well-being of our people. Qur people still
practice their traditional way of life, one that
connects us to both the land, in both of our villages
and north to the Coastal Plain. W hope to continue
that. [It's our whole identity at stake. Qur tradition

and culture gets us through this ever-changi ng worl d.
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1 It's a fact that the United States Governnent has
2 a long and sad history of treatnent of the indi genous

3 people of this land. The potential opening of the

4 Por cupi ne cari bou herds' birthing grounds to oi

5 devel opnent as part of the Tax Act is yet another

6 attack on indi genous people, ny Gach'in people.

7 This is a direct threat to our Tribal rights as

8 I ndi genous people of that land. Arctic Village sits on
9 the southern border of the Arctic Refuge and is the

10 second closest village to the birthing grounds. And no
11 matter how many mles away people say we are fromthe
12 calving grounds, that place is a part of us. It is

13 where caribou go year after year. They head south.

14  They rest and renew thensel ves. And year after year

15 they conme back and held south towards our villages so
16 that people may hunt and share and pass that on to our
17  subsistence way of life so that we can pass that on to
18 the next generation. Qur fate and theirs is connected.
19 What happens to the caribou wll happen to the

20 G ch'in.

21 There are many injustices happening right now with

22 this process. As we have seen in history, a process
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1 that is foreign to us is being pushed on us fast and
2 hard. W are being pushed to |l earn fast and hard and
3 to act fast and hard. Wy is there a rush to push an
4 El S process that usually takes many years to 1 year,
5 especially since the Tax Act mandates the first | ease
6 to be in the year 20227

7 Al so, this process is happening fast and | eaving
8 many out of the process. W all have a voice and we
9 all matter here.

10 | want to | eave you here asking yourself a few
11 questions. Is it right to take away everything from
12 one group of people to benefit a snmall percentage, a
13 culture and a people's way of |life that has been here
14 since tinme inmenorial? Is it right to take away a

15 culture just for noney? No, it's not.

16 Wiy do we allow history to repeat itself? Wat
17 side of history do you want to be on? Wat | egacy do
18 you want to | eave behind for your children? 1Is it

19 right for ny people to always have to plead our
20 governnent to protect us, but continue to be under
21  attack? No.

22 Isn't life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi ness
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wth the life, liberty, and happi ness of ny peopl e,
United States citizens are under attack and at stake
here? You have the power to change this.

(Speaking in Al aska Native | anguage.) God be with
you. God be with all of us. Mhsi'.

(Appl ause.)

MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you.

Qur next speaker wll be Richard Ranger.

MR. RICHARD RANGCER: M nane is Richard Ranger,
and | am a senior policy advisor for API. | have
worked in the oil and gas industry for al nost 40 years,
including 13 years in Alaska. In Alaska, | worked on

or conmmi ssioned environmental work for site

characterization and oil spill contingency planning for
drilling projects in Cook Inlet and on the Al aska North
Slope. [|'ve done field environnmental recon work and

supported various projects in Al aska by helicopter, by

boat, and on foot on w | derness gane trails. | hel ped
train and equip one of the first oil spill response
teans based in an Al aska Native village. |'ve sat in a

truck on the North Sl ope's Spine Road, engine idling,

wat chi ng perhaps 5- to 7,000 caribou fromthe Central
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1 Arctic herd cross the road because one of the operating
2 rules on the Slope is caribou have the right of way.
3 |"ve worked here in Washington, D.C., for API

4  since 2005, noving to Southwest D.C from Val dez,

5 Alaska. |'mhere to represent APl and the nen and

6 wonen who work in ny industry.

7 APl supports the scoping process | aunched by the
8 April 20 notice and supports the nove toward

9 aut hori zation of a plan for opening the Coastal Plain
10 of the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge to oil and gas
11 | easing. W've been consistent in our support for

12 access to Anerican natural gas and oil resources under
13 Federal adm nistration that allows environnentally

14  responsi bl e devel opment of those resources and for

15 appropriate managenent and protection of habitat,

16 wldlife, subsistence, and other resource values for
17  which the agencies of the Federal Governnent are

18 responsi bl e.

19 We believe that this balance is achievable in
20 portions of the Coastal Plain on the Arctic National
21 WIldlife Refuge, where crude oil and natural gas

22 resources of national and strategic significance are
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1 believed to occur. W believe that the Iong record of
2 our industry's exploration and production operations on
3 | ands el sewhere on Al aska North Sl ope, |lands that are
4 i kewi se of significance to wildlife populations and to
5 the people who rely upon them support this assertion.
6 Qur industry has operated in sensitive and

7 chal l engi ng environments around our country and around
8 the worl d.

9 Responsi bl e devel opnent of Al aska's resources has
10 been an exercise in balance and adaptati on based on

11  continuous evaluation of |essons |earned, involving

12 production of vital natural -- national energy

13 resources, protection of the environnent and wildlife,
14  coordination with residents of the North Sl ope Borough
15 and its communities, and respect for their subsistence
16 and way of life.

17 Over the period of devel opnment of the existing

18 North Slope fields, mtigation neasures and design

19 nodi fi cations to roads and pipelines have m nim zed
20 i npacts to the Central Arctic caribou herd, whose
21 popul ati on remai ns heal thy and strong.

22 Access to renpte sites is provided by construction

Alderson Court Reporting
1-800-FOR-DEPO www.AldersonReporting.com



Meeting 6/15/2018
Washington, DC Page 44
1 of winter ice roads to allow transportation of
2 equi pnent and drilling supplies to the site. These
3 roads mnimze environnental inpacts because the ice
4 roads nelt in the spring, |eaving no permanent trace on
5 the tundra.
6 Wl dlife biologists representing industry,
7 governnent, and research institutions have col | aborated
8 on sci ence-based actions to avoid inpacts to polar
9 bears.
10 Pol I uti on and waste prevention nmeasures across the
11 Sl ope assure that the region's network of tundra ponds
12 surrounding new oil fields remain a healthy ecosystem
13 to which populations of nore than 200 different species
14 of waterfowl mgrate each spring.
15 On the North Slope, the natural gas and oi
16 i ndustry has participated as a partner in research with
17 the agencies of Federal, State, and borough
18 governnents, including BLM and the Fish and Wldlife
19 Service, which adm nisters the refuge, adding to the
20 literature about the Arctic that has benefited the
21 agencies as well as the broader research community that
22 continues to devel op our know edge of this inportant
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1 regi on.

2 One of ny industry friends, Bill Streever, now

3 retired, has witten a book called "Cold" that I

4 commend to anyone in this roomwho desires to know nore
5 about what it is like to work and live in an Arctic

6 envi ronnment, although Bill would be the first to tip

7 his hat to the first Al askans, who have been doi ng so

8 on the North Sl ope for 10,000 years and who he

9 consi ders anobng his expert sources.

10 The USGS estimates that between 5.7 and 16 billion
11 barrels of oil in ANMR are technically recoverable, an
12 anount that represents nore than twce the proven oi

13 reserves in Texas and al nost half of the U S. proven

14 oil reserves. The production could equal al nost as

15 much as 1.45 mllion barrels per day for approximtely
16 12 years, with continued production for many years

17 thereafter, |owering our Nation's inport dependency,

18 and increasing our energy security.

19 Al askan oil and gas operations have been a proving
20 ground for technol ogi es that have steadily reduced both
21 the footprint and the inpacts of exploration and

22 production activities that the industry undertakes.
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1 Contenporary field devel opnment practices and the

2 I ndustry's | ong successful experience in other

3 sensitive areas in the Al aska North Sl ope show t hat

4  Americans do not have to choose between devel opnent of
5 val uabl e energy resources or the protection of Arctic
6 species and the habitat in which these species |ive.

7 Bot h can be acconplished, and we support the work to

8 denonstrate how t hat can be done.

9 Thank you.

10 MR. DAVI D BATTS:. Thank you.

11 Qur next speaker will be Mark Magafa.

12 MR MARK MAGANA: Good evening. M nane is Mark

13 Magaia, and | amthe President and CEO of G eenLatinos.
14 We're a national network of Latino conservation and

15 envi ronnment al advocates working together to ensure that
16 Lati no conmuni ties, indigenous conmunities, and all

17 Anericans live in environnentally safe, just, and

18 vibrant conmunities. It is for this reason that | am
19 here today to testify in opposition to the BLMs

20 proposed oil and gas | easing programin the Coastal

21 Plain of the Arctic National WIdlife Refuge.

22 Opening the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge to oil
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1 and gas drilling would cause irreparable harmto the
2 lives of the GMch'in people, who have called the
3 Coastal Plain hone since tinme inmmenorial. Such action

4 would be in direct offense of the health and well -being
5 of Americans across the Nation, who will be harned by

6 the pollution and heightened climte change inpacts

7 produced by fossil fuels.

8 | amfortunate to have experienced the beauty that
9 Is the Arctic National WIdlife Refuge when | visited
10 Kaktovi k in 2016. It was sinply amazing and sonet hi ng

11 | never thought 1'd be able to see or experience as

12 soneone who grew up in Los Angeles. The Refuge Coast al
13 Plain is hone to cari bou, nusk oxen, wolves, and snow
14 geese, and an inportant habitat for many m gratory

15 birds. | renenber seeing polar bears and their cubs
16 gnawi ng on whal e bones, enpty whal e bones with no neat
17 on it.

18 It is inportant to protect this place for the

19 environnmental and cultural value that it brings to

20 people and wildlife. A lowing oil and gas drilling
21 wll cause irreparable harmthat could never be

22 reversed or mtigated. W have a noral obligation to
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1 our future generations to do what we can to ensure that
2 they have a world where they have clean air, clean

3 water, access to natural historic cultural |andscapes
4 that we're able to enjoy now.

5 The opening of the Coastal Plain to oil and gas

6 drilling is an issue of environnmental justice of epic
7 proportions. First, doing so would cause

8 di sproportional health and community inpacts for |ow

9 I nconme and conmunities of color across the Nation from
10 the pollution that such oil and gas woul d rel ease,

11 further exacerbating the inpacts of climte change that
12  would be felt in Al aska, the Arctic, and across the

13 Nation. Inpacts of this pollution and clinate change
14 range from higher rates of asthma for Latino children,
15 hi gher rates of death fromasthma, to the devastation
16 and nore than 4,000 deaths caused by Hurricane Maria in
17 the island of Puerto Rico.

18 Secondly, oil and gas devel opnent in the Coastal
19 Plain would be a direct threat to the well-being and
20 future prosperity of the GuMch'in people, whose |ives
21  for generations have been spiritually, culturally, and

22 physically connected to the Coastal Plain.

Alderson Court Reporting
1-800-FOR-DEPO www.AldersonReporting.com



Meeting 6/15/2018
Washington, DC Page 49

1 The Coastal Plain of the Refuge is a sacred pl ace
2 that they believe to be the place where |ife begins,

3 and |'ve seen it. It is the birthplace for many of the
4 animals, including the vital caribou, native to the

5 regi on that they have depended on for food and a |ink

6 to their traditional culture for generations. Drilling
7 on this sacred | and would be tantamount to ending their
8 life as they know it.

9 Third, the decision-nmaking process for the Coastal
10 Plain | easing EIS has not adequately provided the

11 i nclusion of public input and has placed the interest
12 of the oil and gas industry ahead of the Anmerican

13 people. Environnmental justice neans that there is

14 adequate tinme to hear all voices and access to all for
15 the public process.

16 We oppose the Interior Departnent's extrene rushed
17 process for scoping of the Environnental | npact

18 Statenent and echo the request of many in the

19 environnmental justice organi zations of an extension of
20 the public conmment period for an additional 120 days.
21 dimate change is real and environnmental justice is

22 real. We nust protect the Arctic National WIldlife
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1 Ref uge.
2 We stand in support of the human rights of the
3 Oamch'in and speak for the inportance of considering
4 the environnental justice consequences in the oil and
5 gas EIS as well as the cunulative inpacts of climte
6 change that will affect Anericans all across this
7 Nat i on.
8 Thank you for your tinme and your attention.
9 (Appl ause.)
10 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Qur next speaker will be Cathy
11 G essel.
12 | f you can keep the clapping dowmn a little bit so
13 we can keep noving forward, please.
14 And just a quick rem nder as Cathy is getting set
15 up, if you want the opportunity to speak, please go to
16 the speaker card table. W'I|l be closing that down in
17  about 45 minutes. Thank you.
18 M5. CATHY G ESSEL: Thank you. | am Al aska State
19 Senator Cathy G essel. | represent a portion of
20 Anchorage, but | was born and raised in Fairbanks | ong
21 before statehood. |[|'ve been the chair of the Al aska
22 Senate Resources Commttee for the last 6 years, and

Alderson Court Reporting

1-800-FOR-DEPO www.AldersonReporting.com



Meeting 6/15/2018
Washington, DC Page 51

1 ' m speaking in support of the opening of the 1002 area
2 of ANVWR to hydrocarbon expl orati on.

3 As the chair of the Al aska Senate Resources

4 Commttee, | could speak about the oil and gas in the

5 1002, the profits for governnents, the |l ong history of
6 safe resource extraction, and the positive data about

7 our healthy fish and ganme, but | ask you to consider

8 the nost inportant factor, that being the effect on the
9 peopl e of Al aska.

10 Wiile I'"'ma state senator, professionally, I'ma
11 nurse practitioner. | call your attention to a

12 conpel ling research study examning the |ife expectancy
13 across the U S. The title of the research report is

14 "Inequities in Life Expectancy Anong U. S. Counties 1980
15 to 2014: Tenporal Trends and Key Drivers." This was
16 published in the Journal of the Anmerican Medica

17  Association, Internal Medicine, in May of 2017.

18 This research exam ned |ife expectancy over the

19 time, over tine, and assessed factors affecting it,
20 such as soci oecononi c, behavioral, and health care
21 access factors. The question posed: Are inequities in

22 l'ife expectancy growi ng or dimnishing? And what
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1 factors can explain those differences? A few of the

2 factors considered: poverty, high school graduation

3 unenpl oynent, and access to health care.

4 The results -- I'mactually holding up a map which
5 denonstrates the results -- conpared to the nati onal

6 average, Alaska's North Slope and the Northwest Arctic
7 Bor ough experienced the greatest increases in life

8 expect ancy between 1980 and 2014, those increases of 8
9 to 14 years of life.

10 Wiile Alaska is in the wong spot and is the wong
11 size on this illustration, this comes fromthe research
12 report, the dark blue color is the highest increase in
13 i fe expectancy, going down to the green areas, which
14 are also increases. You can see the entire State of

15 Al aska, but nost promnently the North Sl ope and the

16 Nort hwest Arctic Borough, was affected. This increase
17 in life expectancy rippled out to the other areas of

18 the State. The research identified soci oeconom c,

19 behavioral, and health care access as responsi ble for
20 74 percent of the increase in |life expectancy.
21 So what does this have to do with resource

22 devel opnent in ANWVR? Data is useless until it's turned
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1 into information. Renenber the dates of this research
2 review, 1980 to 2014. Q| production on the North

3 Sl ope began in 1979. The Red Dog Mne, which is in

4 Nort hwest Arctic Borough, began operations in 1989.

5 Both of these resource devel opnent projects were

6 preceded by the exact sane outcry, predicting

7 devastati on and destruction if the projects were

8 allowed to go forward. But in reality, both projects,
9 and many ot hers, have brought health and prosperity to
10 the Alaskans living in the area as well as the rest of
11 the State. |In fact, health inpact assessnents have

12 becone institutionalized in Alaska for the |ast 10

13 years. Details of this process has been published in

14 the International Journal of Circunpol ar Health.

15 As a child, | often went to work with ny dad, a
16 captain for Wen Airlines. | flewwth himto the
17 North Sl ope and western Alaska villages. | sawthe

18 struggle that true subsistence |ifestyle entails. As
19 an intern for U S. Senator Ted Stevens in 1970, |

20 acconpani ed himto our many rural villages that had no
21 health care clinics, clean water, or wastewater

22 facilities. It's different now. | don't call these
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1 vill ages anynore. They are prospering comunities wth
2 I nternet connectivity, schools, clinics, and healthy
3 people with jobs, aspirations, and hope for the future.
4 Yes, there is nore work to do with safe water,
5 sanitation, and social issues, but jobs change |ives
6 for the better. That's what resource devel opnent neans
7 for Al askans.
8 Public opinion polling over the |ast 28 years
9 finds 66 to 75 percent of the Al askan public support
10 openi ng ANVR to resource devel opnent. Over the last 21
11 years, the Al aska | egislature has passed resolutions to
12 open ANVR with 80 to 98 percent yes votes.
13 As you consider the inpact to the environnent,
14 fish and gane, water, and the rest, you mnust al so
15 factor in the socioeconom c and health inpacts of jobs,
16 prosperity, for the long-termbenefit of all Al aska's
17 peopl e. Thank you for your worKk.
18 (Appl ause.)
19 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you
20 Qur next speaker will be Dana Tizya- Tranm
21 MR. DANA Tl ZYA- TRAMM  (Speaking in Al aska Native
22 | anguage.) That neans good day to all of my relations.
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1 My nane is Dana Tizya-Tramm and | am here today,
2 as | have been tasked to carry the voices of ny

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

ancestors and ny people, who know the ways of the | and
and the animals, a people that know that the | and and
the ani mal s speak for thenselves. But as the elders
have told ne, for those who cannot hear it, we have now
been forced to speak on behalf of them

It's interesting to hear people speak, and this is
not a debate. W're not able to untangle coments and
how they fit holistically into a nmuch |arger and
conpl ex system one in which we all belong, and one in
which we all have a stake and feel a responsibility.

Meani ngful and scientific studies that consider a
mul ti year cross-species effect on flora and fauna in
this area is just the beginning. People talk about how
this can be done safely. Prove it. People talk about
ice roads. Where are the mllions of liters of water
going to go when they nelt, and howis that going to
affect permafrost? This is just sinply sonme of the
easy ones to tear apart, but |I fail to see how opening
the last 5 percent of the Arctic coast and the

cunmul ative effects of all of the inpact of all of the
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1 I ndustry is going to fit into a healthy future.
2 Resource devel opnent and extraction is not the

3 only way to make noney. How will you take into account
4 the spiritual and archeol ogi cal and historical value of
5 this area, as it has been val ued sacred by indi genous

6 peoples, and it al so holds significant evidence of the
7 first peoples in North America going back down to the

8 Beringia period? How will you renedi ate these | ands

9 and convince the animals that are teaching their young
10 no longer to return?

11 In all of the technicalities that |I can go into,
12 of all the things that | can say, here is one that's

13 i mredi ately of issue, and that's this process. That's
14 the Departnent of Interior, that's the BLM and that is
15 al so the | eadership in Al aska, who have fast-tracked a
16 denocratic process, thrown this into a tax bill, tasked
17 yourselves with doing an inpossible task. Let us not
18 forget the long history put to preserve this area and
19 how you are going to bal ance production as well as

20 protecting animals is inpossible.

21 In Section 1005 of ANILCA, and | quote, In

22 addition, the Secretary shall consult with the
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10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

appropriate agencies of the Governnent of Canada in
eval uati on such inpacts particularly with respect to

t he Porcupine caribou herd. No opportunity has been
afforded to the governnent of ny people, the Vuntut

Gm ch'in, nor has there been an opportunity afforded to
any Canadians within the territory or Federal
CGovernnents, as we have created a working relationship
together to deal with this.

There is small anpbunts of devel opnent in the
Wi ntering grounds that have been so only because there
is trust, because there is neaningful consultation,
because we can guarantee no effects, and that's doing
studi es together, and that is not what is happening
her e.

You, the BLM may believe that there may not be
much point to this, especially now that it has been
mandated by law. A refuge that is now tasked with
produci ng oil and gas, which now brings us to what you
call a public hearing on the scoping process that is to
informthe environnental inpact study. Sone even fee
that | may be wasting everyone's tine with ny efforts,

and the truth is, is that this process is wasting
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1 everybody's tine.

2 When the truth is mani pul ated, the denocratic

3 processes are mani pul ated, they are turned into a farce
4 and for show. The truth is, is that this process and

5 the integrity becones neani ngl ess when you

6 fundanentally contradict yourselves by managi ng Federa
7 refuge |l ands that are nowto be drilled. So why should
8 | follow this process when nobody, and yoursel ves,

9 don't seemto know what it is? Wen all of your |ands
10 are exhausted, and when these lands are irreparably

11 damaged, the people in all of these areas and us

12 t oget her, when your grandchildren can no | onger be

13  supported, when all of the oil is gone, let them know
14  that the indigenous people up north and the GmMch'in

15 people wll gladly take themin and teach them how to
16 live sustainably with each other and with the

17 environment as we are here to stand with everyone.

18 Mahsi ' .
19 (Appl ause and cheering.)
20 MR. DAVID BATTS: Al right. Qur next speaker

21  wll be Shantha Ready Al onso.

22 M5. SHANTHA READY ALONSO |' m Shant ha Ready
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1 Aonso, with Creation Justice Mnistries. And |I'm

2 testifying today on behalf of a Christian nenbership

3 organi zati on of orthodox mainline Protestant,

4 Hi storically Black Church, Peace Church, and Bapti st

5 traditions. Through our nenbers, we serve

6 approxi mately 100, 000 churches and 40 m I lion people.

7 In nmy capacity as co-chair of the Interreligious Energy
8 and Ecol ogy Working G oup, which twi ce nonthly convenes
9 dozens of religious organizations engaged in public

10 policy, | also bring concerns of Jew sh, Catholic, and
11 Evangel i cal partner organizations.

12 For decades, religious communities have advocat ed
13 to protect the Coastal Plain of the Arctic National

14 WIldlife Refuge fromany extractive activity that could
15 di srupt precious ecosystens therein. This religious

16 communi ty advocacy priority originated through the

17 Epi scopal Church, which has a deep and speci al

18 relationship with the Gach'in Nation of northeast

19 Al aska and northwest Canada. For nore than 150 years
20 -- 150 years ago, Anglican, and subsequently Epi scopal,
21 mssionaries traveled to Fort Yukon, Al aska, to

22 establish a mssion there, and today nore than 90
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1 percent of the GMch'in are Episcopalian. Since 1991,
2 the Episcopal Church has honored its CGeneral Convention
3 resolution to oppose oil drilling in the Arctic

4 National WIldlife Refuge. Since the 1990s, the cause

5 to protect the refuge fromdrilling has received | ong-
6 terminstitutional support fromthe Jew sh Council for
7 Public Affairs, the National Council of Churches USA,

8 the Evangelical Environnental Network, to nane a few

9 Through our relationship with the Epi scopal

10 Church, many religious comrunities have cone to

11 understand the ecological integrity of the Coastal

12 Plain, as not only one of the |ast best intact exanples
13 of the works of the Lord, but also as an essential --
14 as essential to the religious liberty and | and-based

15 subsistence lifestyle of the GmMch'in people.

16 For daily sustenance, the Gm ch'in depend on the
17 Por cupi ne cari bou herd, whose birthing pattern would be
18 di srupted by oil exploration in the refuge, ultinmately
19 threatening the survival both of the caribou and of the
20 Gm ch'in. W understand the Porcupine caribou's
21 birthing ground, the Coastal Plain of the Arctic

22 Ref uge, plays an inportant role in GMch'in creation
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1 stories. They call the Coastal Plain "The Sacred Pl ace
2 \Were Life Begins," and the Gamch'in believe that a bit
3 of every human heart is in every caribou, and that a

4 bit of caribou is in every person. Any threat to the
5 animal is a threat to the Gmch'in.

6 It is inportant to note that this land is

7 developed and is in use. It is providing grazing and
8 birthing grounds for the caribou on which the Gamch'in
9 survival depends. Wile this |and may not create

10 econom ¢ benefit for corporations or the State, it is
11 the source of |life for the GuMch'in and has been for

12 over 10,000 years, and we nust take that seriously.

13 There is so nuch nore to say about the

14 relationship between the Gumch'in and the Porcupine

15 caribou, so | wll submt for the record a 2005 j oi nt
16 report by the Gauch'in Steering Commttee and the

17 Epi scopal Church, "A Mral Choice for the United

18 States: Human Rights Inplications for the Gamch'in of
19 Drilling in the Arctic National WIdlife Refuge."

20 Over the past 15 years, the United Methodi st

21 Church, the Episcopal Church, Mennonite Church USA, and

22 many ot her denom nati ons have been under goi ng processes
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1 of study and repentance for Christianity's historic
2 role in devastating indi genous cul tures,
3 spiritualities, and the ecosystens on which they rely.
4 And as part of our repentance, we're seeking to rectify
5 I njustices towards indi genous comunities, and we
6 refuse to allow the perpetuation of this historica
7 trauma. For these reasons, church communities have
8 becone nore aware and nore forceful about our nora
9 responsibility to protect the Gmch'in people's ability
10 to culturally, spiritually, and physically rely on the
11 bounty of the Arctic Refuge, as they have for nore than
12 10, 000 years.
13 Most recently, in 2017, over 120 Epi scopal bishops
14 net in Alaska to learn nore and reaffirmtheir
15 commtnment to the church's opposition to drilling. The
16 Nat i onal Religious Partnership has circul ated
17 petitions, getting support fromtens of thousands of
18 faith comrunities about the strongest possible
19 conservation protection for the refuge as well as
20 pl ease refraining fromallow ng oil and gas | easing.
21 | appeal to all who are faced with | easing
22 decisions to consider carefully the full scope of harm
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1 that can be done to the ecological integrity of the

2 Coastal Plain, not only by drilling activities, but

3 also seismc testing and broader inposition of oil and
4 gas infrastructure, such as roads and pipelines. Such
5 harmto this special part of God's creation has no

6 noral justification.

7 Today, we face a question of whether or not in

8 2018 the U S. Governnment will make the sane grave

9 errors of centuries past towards indi genous peopl es.
10  The Epi scopal Church Creation Justice Mnistries, the
11 I nter-Religious Energy and Ecol ogy Wrking G oup, and
12 the mllions of people of faith we represent urge you

13 not to inflict these horrors once again.

14 Thank you.
15 (Appl ause.)
16 MR. DAVI D BATTS: The next speaker will|l be Fenton

17 Rexford. Fenton Rexford.

18 MR. FENTON REXFORD: Thank you. Hello. Thank you
19 for this opportunity to present ny comrents to you at
20 this scoping hearing.

21 My nanme is Fenton Rexford. | cone fromthe

22 community and Native Village of Kaktovik, where |I was
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1 born and raised, to speak to you on behalf of ny people
2 and nysel f.

3 |"d like to give a brief history of our lands. M
4 forefathers and many, nany generations mgrated from

5 the Wtocott (ph) area all the way through G eenl and,

6 and ny uncle said this, "Nephew, you know that we

7 survived by the nanes of our people.” W didn't

8 starve. We were not killed. W didn't freeze to

9 death. And, yes, fromthe Wtocott area all the way to
10 Geenland, we have simlar nanes and | anguages, and

11 that's a fact, and that's been on for many, nany

12 t housands of years, ever since the mgration of the

13 peopl es of the Arctic.

14 Again, the mlitary cane in, PLO 82 was set aside.
15 They assuned control over Barter |sland, took over the
16 Native Village of Kaktovik, the ceneteries, and the

17 people there were forced to relocate three tines.

18 We're at our third location there. Qur traditional sod
19 houses and ceneteries were bull dozed for this mlitary
20 protection of our lands. There were toxic materials
21 and waste were haphazardly dunped on our |ands. Fol ks,

22 we have received no restitution, no acknow edgenent for
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1 what has been done to our community. There was no
2 outcry from outside groups who consider thenselves to
3 sonmehow be the protectors of this |and.
4 Then the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge,
5 Presi dent Ei senhower set aside 8 mllion acres. W did
6 not hear anyone, no one cane to the Village of Kaktovik
7 to say we're going to start this range, Arctic Nationa
8 WIldlife Range, no governnent officials. And we becone
9 awar e, a manager from Fairbanks area says, "You cannot
10 hunt here."” And ny grandfather spoke to him Hunger
11  knows no law, and that were his exact words.
12 So we've been fighting this refuge or this range
13 since ny grandfather before |I was born. Then in 1980,
14  ANILCA passed, 19.3 mllion acres was established.
15 Qur honel ands are wthin the Continental D vide
16 fromthe Brooks Range to the Arctic Ccean, from
17 Sagavani rkt ok by Prudhoe Bay east -- west of us, to the
18 eastern Canadi an border, and it goes beyond that. W
19 have rel atives in Canada. And we've been hunting there
20 for 11,000 years, hunting, gathering, and raising our
21 famlies in this area around Kaktovik.
22 Then in 1970s, ANCSA passed. W used to -- we
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1 were able to hunt around the 23 mllion acre area. And
2 then our traditional, our legal rights to take a

3 western title of 92,000 acres. Now we have finally

4 reached from Congress -- we have heard from Congress to
5 devel op our own | ands for our own econom c neans, and

6 we nean to seize this opportunity and actively

7 participate in this process.

8 We have been able to adapt and enbrace the

9 opportunities we were given, whatever they were. W

10 consi der the resources there that the | ands that

11 provide to be our greatest gifts, whether it's the

12 resources, the animals, the waterfow, and they've been
13 there, and they will continue to be there.

14 We are not victins. W have a right to economc
15 self-determ nation. W are commtted, as the only

16 Native Tribal organi zation, Federally Recognized Tri be,
17 within the 1002. To do this, we will need help with

18 technical assistance from your agency.

19 | appreciate this opportunity to |let you know a
20 brief history of our people in our lands. So thank you
21 for this opportunity. Again, in the early -- when the

22 refuge or range was established, no one fromthe
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1 government gave us this opportunity. And | am honored

N

to come to Washington, D.C., the capital of our Nation,
3 and |l et you know that we exist there, and we support

4  the opening. Thank you.

5 (Appl ause.)

6 MR. DAVI D BATTS:. Thank you.

7 Qur next speaker will be Jerrald John.

8 MR. JERRALD JOHN: Hello. | amJerrald John, and
9 | am 31 years of age. | ama Neetsaii Gumch'in, and |

10 amfromArctic Village, which is a small comunity

11 | ocated in the northeastern interior of Al aska al ong
12 the southern border of the north -- of the Arctic

13 WIldlife Refuge. | amalso elected | eader of the

14  Arctic Village Council, which is a Federal Recognized
15 Tribe. I'ma hunter and I'ma construction worker.

16 Alongside, I'ma wildland firefighter. Last year, ny
17 crew was even called down as far away as California to

18 help with fires down there.

19 | have traveled over 5,000 mles to be here, and
20 ' m happy and I'm honored to be in our Nation's
21 capital. | come to talk about my way of life, which

22 has been around for nearly 25,000 years. Now the
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1 caribou and the Gmch'in that depend upon them are

2 under threat by those who want to explore for gas and

3 oil in their calving grounds.

4 My life is about living off the land. | harvest

5 my first caribou when | was 9 years old. You can wal k

6 into ny house and | ook into ny freezer, you will find

7 waterfowl , fish, big gane, and small gane. In ny

8 wvillage, a 20-ounce steak would cost you $34. And

9 coul d spend $34 on a steak and feed nyself for a day,
10 or | could buy a box of anmunition for $34, and feed

11 the entire towmn. The Gamch'in use caribou for

12 everything, fromclothes, tools, arts and craft, and

13 even ganes for all ages.

14 My peopl e used to be nonmadic, follow ng the

15 cari bou herd. Back when they -- back then, they

16 harvest cari bou by constructing |arge fencelike

17  structures which help contain the mgrating caribou, so
18 they could be nore easily harvest. Recently, in Arctic
19 Village, the youth reconstructed a caribou fence for

20 the first time in many decades. Even in the hardest of
21 tinmes, ny people, even when there was fam ne, ny people
22 woul d not go to the Coastal Plains because it is a
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1 pl ace where life begins. As we speak, there are not
2 1,000, but not 10,000, calves being born on the Coast al
3 Plain, but at |east 80,000 calves are being born this
4 nonth free of disturbance.
5 Not only caribou mgrate there, but thousands of
6 birds, including the canvasback fromhere in
7 Washington, D.C. The white-front goose from Texas.
8 And then there's the snow geese from Sout h Dakota, and
9 the snow geese nunbers are in the mllions, not -- and
10 everyone hunts them There's the Arctic tern that
11 comes as far away from Antarctica, and they're flying a
12 hal f a year just to get to the Coastal Plain and have
13 their babies, and then they fly south with them Many
14 animals go there to give birth.
15 Nowadays, within ny famly and surroundi ng
16 communities, the Guvch'in have doctors, |awers, and
17 ot her professionals. W have also GaMch'in that have
18 enrolled in all branches of the mlitary, as sone are
19 currently in active duty. W are also really religious
20 people. | ama Native Anerican, and ny Native ways
21 cone first. And I'man Anmerican as nuch as any ot her
22 Anerican around here. And we're watching news, and
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1 when we see shootings going on in schools, and we see
2 young people hurting and young famlies hurting, we

3 feel mad and we feel sad, and we pray for them

4 | hope everyone here in D.C. nmakes the right

5 choice, not just for Alaskans, but all -- but for

6 future generations of Anmericans so they can see and

7 appreci ate these beautiful |ands as ny ancestors have.

8 Thank you.
9 (Appl ause and cheering.)
10 MR. DAVI D BATTS: The next speaker will be Richard

11 G enn. Richard denn.

12 MR. RI CHARD GLENN: Thank you. Good afternoon.
13 My nane is Richard Aenn, and I'ma resident of Al aska.
14 I"ma geologist by training, and | serve as Vice

15 President of Lands and Natural Resources for Arctic
16 Sl ope Regi onal Corporation, or ASRC. It's

17 headquartered on Al aska's North Sl ope.

18 ASRC i s one of the 12 | and-owni ng regional

19 corporations created by Congress in 1971, and it owns
20 approximately 5 mllion acres of land on the North

21 Sl ope, including the rights to 92,000 acres on the

22 Coastal Plain of ANVR ASRC and t he Kaktovi k | iupi at
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1 Corporation, KIC, jointly own the 92,000 acres. CQur

2 region includes eight villages: Point Hope, Point Lay,
3 Wai nwri ght, Atqasuk, Utqgiagvik, Nuigsut, Kaktovik, and
4  Anaktuvuk Pass. North Slope residents there depend on
5 subsistence resources fromthe |and, rivers, and ocean,
6 as they always have. The regional al so depends upon

7 continued resource devel opnment for the survival of its
8 comunities. Only by taxing the presence of the

9 i ndustry in our region have we been able to build a

10 | ocal econony and devel op a neans for inproving the

11 quality of life in our renote villages, and it has not
12 cone at the expense of any wldlife.

13 Runni ng water, reliable power, |ocal education,

14  and inproved health care, things that nost people take
15 for granted, can be furnished in our region only if

16 there is a tax base for our |ocal governnment, the North
17 Sl ope Borough. The devel opnent of resources on the

18 North Sl ope has evol ved over the years and today

19 occupi es a nuch reduced footprint to access the sane
20 resources that would have been devel oped years ago, and
21 it has done so without harmng wldlife popul ations.

22 Cari bou, fish, waterfowl, and pol ar bears coexist wth
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1 devel opnent because, one, there's room contrary to

2 what you can -- what you mght interpret from maps,

3 and, two, developnent itself is designed to be of no

4 threat to wildlife.

5 | have acconpani ed nmany congressi onal del egati on

6 visits and agency visits to the North Sl ope. W

7 frequently run into caribou, waterfow , and other

8 wldlife species. The animals there truly have the

9 right of way.

10 As stated by ny fellow Al askan, the quality of

11 life has inproved in our region, thanks in part to

12 resource devel opnent. And | reference the sanme Journa
13 of the Anerican Medical Association article that shows
14 the greatest increase in life expectancy exists in the
15 North Sl ope, where oil and gas devel opnent has i nproved
16 our communities. No other area experienced a higher

17 increase in life expectancy, and the factors expl aining
18 this increase are the things that have been inproved by
19 the presence of industry in our region.
20 On the North Slope, we observe that devel opnent
21 and wildlife popul ations coexist. W see the

22 devel opnent in our people also coexist. The survival
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1 of our region, in fact, and the devel opnent of our

2 communi ti es today depends on conti nued devel opnent. In
3 addition, wildlife surveys funded by the State of

4 Al aska show that the Central Arctic caribou herd, which
5 calves in the vicinity of ongoi ng devel opnent today,

6 m grates sout hward over the Brooks Range and into the
7 Arctic Village area, where GMch'in people live. So

8 the GM ch'in people thensel ves are harvesting froma

9 herd that coexists with devel opnent.

10 Regarding the Vill age of Kaktovik that exists in
11 our region, | have several specific recommendations to
12 the BLMthat | invite themto reviewin ny witten

13 coment s.

14 ASRC strongly encourages the BLMto work with the

15 Village of Kaktovik and the North Sl ope Borough. ANWR,
16 especially the 1002 area, is the ancestral honel and of

17 the Il fupiat people. In trying to listen to the will of
18 the Anerican people regarding ANVR, extra attention

19 shoul d be given to Kaktovik and the North Sl ope

20 Bor ough. ASRC understands that there is a public |ands
21 public comment aspect to all of the wildlife refuge,

22 and that the Anerican people have a role to play inits
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1 managenent, but extra attention should be paid to those
2 who reside within the region. M analogy is if you're
3 about to occupy soneone's house, you should not give
4 nore attention to the nei ghbors down the street than
5 you do to the occupants of the house.
6 ASRC intends to remain engaged with the BLMto
7 advocate for the exploration and devel opnment of its
8 | ands as well as the public lands wthin the 1002 area.
9 Thank you.
10 (Appl ause.)
11 MR. DAVI D BATTS:. Thank you.
12 Qur next speaker will be Bernadette Dem entieff.
13 M5. BERNADETTE DEM ENTI EFF: ( Speaki ng in Al aska
14 Native | anguage.) M nane is Bernadette Dem entieff,
15 and | am here on behalf of the Gmch'in Nation of
16 Canada and Al aska.
17 For thousands of years, the GMch'in mgrated with
18 the caribou. Qur comrunities and the mgratory route
19 are identical. W have always had a culture on
20 spiritual connection to the caribou. Qur voice are
21 i nportant al so, so why are you choosing oil and gas
22 conpani es over the human -- over the human rights of
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1 the GMch'in, especially when over 70 percent of the

2 U.S. do not want devel opnent? W have Senators and

3 Representatives that stand with us. This is our

4 honel ands, our way of life, and our food security, our
5 identity, and our future that you are destroying.

6 Shane on you for taking the seriousness of

7 denocracy and turning it into a joke. Shame on you for
8 stonping all over our human rights and continuing the
9 oppressi on and genoci de of the indi genous peopl es of

10 this country. You are to consult with the Tribes,

11  which you have failed to do. You deny our extensions
12 W th no reasonabl e expl anation, dism ss our requests

13 for governnent-to-governnent consultation. You are not
14 above the |law. You cannot just cone into our honel ands
15 and destroy what we have been living off of for

16 thousands of years.

17 These steps to open up the Arctic Refuge is a

18 direct attack on the Gunich'in and the Porcupine

19 cari bou. This governnent has di srespected our people
20 for long enough. Your |ack of comrunication is
21 unacceptable. You don't respond to our concerns or

22 even just our comments. You sit there and you just
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1 | ook so bored. W' re tal king about our ways of life.

2 W're talking fromour heart. And sone of you are on

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

your phone, and you just | ook so disengaged. And we
are here trying to plead with you to understand where
we are comng from Quit listening to the corporations
or people that are going to benefit fromthis.

Sorry.

You need to listen to the people whose |ives are

going to forever change. | know you don't care about
me or ny people. | know you don't care about what's
going to happen to us, but I do. |'ve lost ny

identity, and | feel like I'"'mfinding it again, and |

know t hat nore of ny people that can happen to. The
Por cupi ne cari bou herd are our identity. They are our
way of life.

It frustrates ne when | listen to people say that
the caribou and people can -- or the caribou and oi
can coexi st when Murkowski's own expert at the Energy
heari ng cane out and said that it couldn't. So we need
to be doing our own research and listen to our el ders.
My elders are ny scientists, and they say this is not

the right thing to do. Your rush to process is
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1 di srespectful and insulting, and you need to take it
2 nore serious. Qur lives depend on it. W need to take
3 care of the land and not destroy it.
4 Thank you.
5 (Appl ause and cheering.)
6 MR. DAVI D BATTS:. Kara Moriarty.
7 M5. KARA MORI ARTY: (Good evening. M nane is Kara
8 Moriarty, and I'mthe President and CEO of the Al aska
9 O 1 and Gas Association. And | appreciate the
10 invitation to conme back to D.C. to represent our trade
11  associ ation.
12 | just want to share that ny first job in Al aska,
13 however, was as an el enentary school teacher in the
14  Village of Atgasuk. It was -- | taught first and
15 second grade, and it was in 1996, and | worked for the
16 ri chest school district in the Nation. And the reason
17 | worked for the richest school district in the Nation
18 i s because 99 percent of the North Sl ope Borough's
19 revenues cone fromproperty tax of oil and gas
20 properties in the region. | could not see the oil and
21 gas properties from Atgasuk, but my kids had three
22 conputers. W did videoconferencing. They all had
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1 their own enmail addresses. It was a village of 250

2 peopl e, and we had a swi nm ng pool for exercise. So

3 that was ny first experience in A aska seeing firsthand
4  what devel opnent can do for |ocal conmunities.

5 But |'m here tonight to tal k about the opportunity
6 of our -- to talk about our well-established history as
7 an industry of prudent and environmental responsible

8 expl orati on and devel opnent. W do make nodifications
9 for the wildlife. W do, do infrared technology to

10 identify polar bear dens and build ice roads around

11 them W do build causeways for caribou.

12 As an organi zati on representing conpani es who nmay
13 participate in this | ease sale, and undoubtedly there
14 wll be those oppose it, it is virtually and vitally

15 I nportant that the BLM have a very thorough NEPA

16 process. Fol ks have tal ked about AN LCA and 1980, and
17 there is a section in ANILCA, it's Section 1002, which
18 expressly directed the Interior Secretary to carry out
19 oil and gas exploration program and conduct a baseline
20 study. The 1002 section of ANILCA did that.

21 And so the Departnment of Interior, in the 19-md-

22 '80s, conducted over 1,300 mles of seismc and i ssued
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1 a report in 1987 that recommended an Environnent al

2 | npact Statenent, and it says, and | quote, that the

3 1002 area is, quote, the Nation's best single

4 opportunity to increase significantly donestic oil

5 production and nost outstandi ng petrol eum expl orati on
6 target in the onshore U S., unquote. That is still

7 true today.

8 The 1002 area is the | argest onshore Federal

9 opportunity in the Nation. It is also the |argest

10 conventional opportunity on all lands in the U S And
11 why is that inportant? Denand is not going away. It
12 IS inportant to recognize that the demand for

13 traditional sources of energy are not going down, they
14 are going up over the next several decades.

15 It's also inportant for Al aska's econony. One-
16 third of all of our jobs and all of our revenue in the
17 State of Al aska can be attributed back to the industry
18 that | proudly represent.

19 | just want to take a nonment to reflect on sone of
20 the things that were being said 40-sone years ago when
21 the construction of the Trans-Al aska Pi peline was being

22 considered. Sone -- one critic said if TAPS was built,
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1 cari bou would go the way of the buffalo and the

2 passenger pigeon. That has not happened. Anot her

3 critic said, after the "haul road" was finished, that

4 the road would be -- the w | derness woul d be broken

5 forever. It is not the psychology of the North, and it
6 woul d be gone. Another critic said that TAPS woul d be,
7 quote, the greatest environnental disaster of our tine,

8 unquote. TAPS today has a 99.98 percent reliability.

9 W have safely produced and transported over 17 billion
10 barrels of oil in the last 40-plus years.
11 Conmmi ssi oner Mack tal ked about our track record of

12 how we continue to nmake nodifications. An average pad
13 back then in the '70s woul d be about 65 acres, and you
14 could only go about 3.5 m|es underneath the ground.

15 Today, the average acre size for a pad is about 20, and

16 as Cormm ssioner Mack said, it extends to about 113

17 mles.
18 There are no guarantees that the oil and gas
19 I ndustry will participate in a potential |ease sale;

20 however, a lease sale is the first step in the process,
21 and we think it is very inportant for BLMto offer the

22 | ease sale to see what the interest is to see if we can
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1 continue to partner wwth the local comunity to provide

2 stability, jobs, and a strong future.

3 Thank you.

4 (Appl ause.)

5 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you.

6 Qur next speaker will be Adam Kol t on.

7 MR. ADAM KCOLTON: |I'm Adam Kolton. [|'mthe

8 Executive Director of the Al aska W/I derness League.

9 Thanks for having this hearing. You know, |'ve had the
10 privilege of hiking, canping, traveling extensively

11 across the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge and the

12 adj acent Native villages and experiencing this place

13 firsthand, but so many of the nenbers, the 100, 000

14 menbers in support of the Al aska W/ derness League

15 won't have that opportunity, and deeply care about this
16 pl ace.

17 It's good that you're having this hearing. It's
18 good to ensure that all stakeholders in a process have

19 a chance to participate, but |"'mworried that this

20 isn't -- thisisn't a legitimte enough process. |
21 nmean, as has been referenced, the tax bill required a
22 | ease sale within 4 hours. You' ve announced in signage
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1 ri ght outside you're going to have it in 1 year.
2 You' ve deni ed requests for additional hearings in
3 Native villages. You' ve denied requests for hearings
4 all across the United States when all Anericans have a
5 rightful ownership stake in the Arctic National
6 WIdlife Refuge and ought to have a say init.
7 And there's alimt to who can speak tonight. And
8 I would ask you, request, that you consider extending
9 this hearing. And surely if the food security of the
10 GmMch'in is at stake, and we called away our dinner, so
11 that every single person that wants to have their voice
12 heard at this hearing has that opportunity, |I'd ask you
13 to consider that. There is no need for us to | eave.
14 Let's make sure everybody has their voice heard
15 t oni ght .
16 (Appl ause and cheering.)
17 MR. ADAM KOLTON: | don't think -- if I'm wong,
18 and this isn't a box-checking exercise, is there are
19 certainly other steps that you can take. One concrete
20 step would be that the BLM shoul d request an exenption
21 fromthis arbitrary and, frankly, unfounded and ill egal
22 mandate to have an EI'S done in a single year. Now,
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1 that's not sonething that is a good, fair, or just, or,
2 frankly, legal process to undertake.

3 There shouldn't be any arbitrary limt to the page
4  nunbers or what ought to be | ooked at. The BLM ought

5 to also listen to the scientists fromthe U S

6 Geol ogi cal Survey and others from your own assessnent

7 in January, which said that a | ot nore study and
8 I nformation needs to be done to look at climate
9 I npacts, inpacts on caribou, other inpacts. You don't

10  have enough information. The tinme needs to be taken to
11 get this right.

12 Finally, you need to take a hard | ook at the

13 i ndustrialization of Alaska's North Slope. This notion
14 that there is sonme | esson to be | earned fromthe newest
15 technol ogy, that's not what we're seeing. New oil

16 fields or having permanent roads, gravel mning, use of
17 fresh water resources. There are over 1,000 square

18 mles of oil devel opnent, and that's not what was

19 anti ci pated when the Trans- Al aska Pipeline was built.
20 The pipeline is well beyond its |ife expectancy now.

21 W're getting well past that.

22 And when are we going to stop? You know, there's
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1 got to be a point at which we set our sights in a

2 transition, and the EIA just this week is tal king about
3 maybe getting a drop of oil nore than a decade from

4 now, naybe -- nmaybe we'll reach peak production if we
5 find oil 30 years fromnow, 40 years from now. \Wat

6 about our dependence?

7 At what point are we going to take climte change
8 seriously? Cdimate inpacts need to be | ooked at, and
9 they need to be | ooked at not just in the context of

10 inpacts on wildlife and subsistence and ot her

11 resources, but how the industry can operate in those

12 conditions. Conditions are changing. |ce road season
13 is changing. There are other serious inpacts from

14 t hat .

15 In terns of the process, you also need to | ook at

16 the wlderness character of the Coastal Plain. As was
17 stated, the original Arctic WIdlife Range had

18 wilderness as one of the -- as one of the fundanental
19 commtnments to this area. It is the only place that
20 was legally protected by Congress fromoil and gas

21 devel opnent. So are we now sayi ng that 100 percent of

22 the American Arctic coastal |andscape shoul d be
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1 avai l able for oil and gas developnent? | don't even
2 think a mpjority of Al askans want to see 100 percent of

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

the Anmerican Arctic turned over to the oil and gas
i ndustry. Has that question been asked in a poll? 1'd
like to see that poll result.

You need to fully assess the econom cs, including
m ni mum bid requirenents. The tax bill had this notion
of $1 billion being generated fromoil and gas | easing
on the Coastal Plain. Wat are the m ni num bid
requi renents going to be to hit that nunber? And if
they aren't net, then | eases shouldn't be held.

You need to | ook closely not only at potenti al
wildlife inpacts, but the international treaty
obligations, as was nentioned. You know, the great
Justice WIlliam O Douglas once called the Arctic
Wl dlife Refuge the nost wondrous place on God's Earth.
It certainly is a spectacular place. | certainly hope
that you will take this process as seriously as you can
and make sure that all Anmericans have a chance to have
their voices heard to protect the Arctic Refuge.

Thank you.

(Appl ause and cheering.)
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1 MR. DAVID BATTS: Al right. W are at our |ast
2 speaker. So if you have not received a speaker card

3 and still would like that opportunity, please go back
4 to the speaker table and be sure that you grab that

5 card. W want to nmake sure that we give everybody that

6 opportunity to speak.

7 | s Deano O emaun present?
8 MR, FORREST "DEANO' OLEMAUN. Good evening. M
9 nane i s Forrest d emaun. | serve as the Chief

10 Adm ni strative Oficer of the North Sl ope Borough, the
11 muni ci pal governnment for the North Sl ope region. But
12 before | get started on ny comments, | just wanted to
13 give alittle bit of who | am | amthe son of

14 Nat hani al O emaun, Sr., who is an |fupiat Eskino man
15 from Barrow who fought in Wrld War 11, who fought in
16 the Korean conflict, and who fought in the Vietnam War.
17 And he never went w thout answering the call to duty
18 for nmy ability to stand here freely to agree or

19 di sagree, and | thank you for that opportunity.

20 Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you

21 about the Interior Departnent's proposal to develop a

22 | easi ng program for the Coastal Plain of ANVR  Cur
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1 region, the North Slope, is about the size of the State
2 of Wom ng. ANAR, on the eastern side of our region

3 is about the size of South Carolina. The Coastal Plain
4 of ANVMR is about the size of Delaware. ANWR is

5 consi dered a special place for nmany reasons. Sone in

6 this roomare opposed to oil and gas devel opnent in

7  ANWR because they want to protect ANVR as a speci al

8 pl ace, but | hope those of you who cone fromthis part
9 of the country will also appreciate that you are

10  speaki ng about our honel and and how it shoul d be

11 managed in your opinion. | hope you will listen

12 respectfully to the opinions of the people who are from
13 the North Slope and from ANWR itself.

14 Sonme of our residents testifying before the Senate
15 Energy Committee in support of devel oping the oil

16 resource in ANWR have been accused of hypocrisy for

17 supporting oil and gas, even as our villages are

18 threatened by inpacts of clinmate change. W see

19 hypocrisy, too. W see people who want to protect
20 special places sonmewhere el se where the residents have
21 little power in our governnment while all the | and

22 around their own communities is paved over.
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1 ANMWR is a special place. It is certainly a place
2 worth protecting, but we should not be prevented from
3 using it. It is our backyard. Protecting it doesn't

4 nmean | ocking up the entire region from devel opnent.

5 The Native Village of Kaktovik |ocated within the

6 Coastal Plain of ANVR, and the only Federally

7 Recogni zed Tribe in ANMNR, supports a | easing program

8 and believes that the resource can be devel oped whil e
9 protecting the | and.

10 |"ma proud dad. This year ny kids, who are

11 school -aged, all received perfect attendance 2 years
12 running in an elenentary school m nutes from our hone,
13 and they wll attend high school at hone if they

14 choose. They can attend college for free at hone, too.
15 Educati ng our youth here at honme is what those who

16 wal ked before us envisioned when the North Sl ope

17 Bor ough was created just 45 years ago. Prior to that
18 tinme, our young people were sent away fromtheir homnes
19 after grade school. There they were thrust into

20 boar di ng school s and sonetines out of state, where they
21  were sonetines forbidden frompracticing their culture.

22 I was | ucky, because of ny elders who fought for ny
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1 right for self-determ nation
2 O 1 and gas devel opnent, when done safe and
3 responsible, will not kill our culture, and our culture
4 wll not kill devel opnent of our natural resources.
5 Wien we find the right bal ance, they have thrived
6 together, and nmy kids will be able to have the best of
7 bot h worl ds.
8 | can only inagi ne what ny predecessors have said
9 before ny tinme, and | amaware that it has been said
10 many tinmes over the past 40 years, that we nust be a
11 part of the decision-naking processes. The peopl e of
12 the North Slope stand by ready to craft a way forward
13 to ensure prosperity done in a responsible manner.
14  Technol ogy has evolved this |ast 40 years, and so has
15 the current generations. W nust, and |I'l| repeat
16 that, we nmust, as a Nation, a State, and | ocal
17 community work together for the sake of self-
18 determ nation and sel f-preservation.
19 (Speaking in Al aska Native | anguage.) Let us nove
20 forward together. Thank you for this tine.
21 (Appl ause.)
22 MR. DAVI D BATTS: kay. Thank you very nuch. |

Alderson Court Reporting

1-800-FOR-DEPO www.AldersonReporting.com



Meeting

6/15/2018
Washington, DC Page 90

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

woul d li ke to thank all of our speakers. You did a
wonderful job. And | think everybody m nded the tine
limt very well.

So one | ast speaker that we have will be Sarah
Janes, and then we wll| nove into the public scoping
period. Before we get to that speaker, are there any
representatives fromthe Sierra Cub here?

(No audi bl e response.)

MR. DAVID BATTS: Ckay. | will cone by and visit
with you in one nonent.

Sarah Janes? Sarah

M5. SARAH JAMES:. (Speaking in Al aska Native
| anguage. )

My nane is Sarah Janmes, and I'mfromArctic
Village. | got a name after ny grandma on both sides,
so nmy nane is Sarah Janes, Sarah Agnes Janes, and |'m
just proud of it. And you're going to have to bear
with ne because English is ny second | anguage. And |
don't have any kind of degree, but | did learn, and |
| earned howto live in the two world, and it's not very
easy.

It's not easy today or easy for ny grandma or
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1 grandpa way before us. There was change got put upon
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them They were strong and wi se and very organi zed,
and nobody di e of anything but maybe ol d age. They own
very little, and they live with the |land, and the | and
was plenty. And now today, we could even hear the pin
drop. It used to be alive. |It's supposed to be noisy
and alive.

And we -- since 1988, when the el ders canme and got
us back together after the border separated us for 150
years, it was like a rebirth of a nation. And there
they made a decision, we'll do this in a good way
because nobody knows Gm ch'in, nobody knows Porcupi ne
cari bou, nobody even know there was Arctic National
Wldlife Refuge, and they were going to -- it was a
threat to us to have oil and gas cone in to drill, and
they didn't even ask us. And we're nobody.

And today, as a chairperson to GMch'in Steering
Conmittee since 1988, first it was Jonathan, ny el der,
Jonat han Sol onon, and then his brother, Peter Sol onon.
They' re both passed, and they're our strength with us
today, and they're here today with us. And |I've been a

chai rperson. And we did everything right. W followed
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1 the Congress, the right channel. W talked to the
2 right people. W did everything right. W did our job
3 for 30 years.
4 And now they have to know we've got Triba
5 governnment, and they have to deal wth governnent-to-
6 governnent. W have expertise and our own Tri bal
7 governnment. W govern ourself fromthe kind of
8 begi nning. And now we just had governnent-to-
9 governnment scoping, and it's going to continue. And |
10 was chosen, honored, to be a spokesperson for Arctic
11 Village, Venetie, and Native Village of Venetie Tri bal
12 Governnment. And |I'mso proud to be a nenber of Triba
13 Gover nnment .
14 So we're tal king about birthplace, a calving
15 ground. R ght nowthey're all up there. The cows and
16 the bulls, they're all up there. So protect the cow to
17 prepare to have the calf and nurse the calf, and then
18 train the calf to run so they can run away from
19 predators. And then nosquito conme and they have to
20 nove on up to the nountains. That's what they go
21  through for thousand of years.
22 Me, as a nother, any living being, when | was
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1 going to have ny child, |I went through the sane thing.
2 I want a place where it's healthy and quiet and cl ean

3 and a place that's healthy, and that's the same thing

4 they need as a living thing, and that's the place we're
5 tal king about, "lizhik Gnvats'an Gnandaii Goodlit,"” "The
6 Sacred Pl ace Were the Life Begin."

7 And we follow everything, Arctic National WIldlife
8 or any refuge, we are the core nmanager, and that's been
9 ignored, too, and that's the way it is or any refuge is
10 established. |If they go into this refuge, they'll go
11 in your backyard. No matter who you are, they're going
12 to go in backyard and they're going to finish that

13 pipeline all the way to Virginia and there going to be

14 no stop of protecting your own backyard.

15 Thank you.

16 (Appl ause.)

17 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you very nuch.

18 So this concludes our predesignated |ist of

19 speakers. W' re going to go ahead and nove over to the
20 publ i c speaking portion this evening. W wll take a
21 break here in a few nonents, but first I'd |ike to go

22 ahead and get our ball ot box brought down.
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1 M5. SARAH JAMES:. | forgot to hand in these
2 material | have here, a real map and real people |aying
3 their life down, and the fish and wildlife. | did very

4 good on birds where they cane from And our own nap,
5 that will tell everything, and this -- that beautiful

6 picture and --

7 MR. DAVID BATTS: Geat. Thank you very nuch.
8 (Appl ause.)
9 MR. DAVID BATTS: Al right. So just a quick show

10 of hands. How nany peopl e have an opinion about this
11 proj ect ?

12 (Show of hands.)

13 MR. DAVI D BATTS. kay. And we would |ove to hear
14 fromas many of you as we can tonight. But this is
15 going to be kind of a two-way street here. M job is
16 going to try to get you guys up here as quickly as

17 possible to get you in and to get the comments going,
18 but | also ask that you please do your part. | know
19 there's a lot of enotion and you want to clap and you
20 want to cheer and support people, that's wonderful to
21 have positive energy, but if we could just limt our

22 clapping to just polite soft clapping, or even better
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1 waving the hands, that just allows ne to verbalize and
2 get people up to the m crophones and get their coments
3 inalittle bit quicker.

4 So the way this is going to work tonight is we're
5 going to do a random drawi ng. Everybody shoul d receive
6 their cards, put half of their card in the ballot box
7 right here. W're going to conduct a drawing, we're

8 going to pull out 40 nanmes right now based off of our
9 cal cul ations, we think -- we know we can probably get
10 through 40 speakers if everybody adheres to the

11 3-minute rule. And then if we land up with extra tine
12 this evening, we'll do another draw ng and pul

13 addi ti onal nanes out of the box.

14 Just a rem nder, all comments, witten, spoken,
15 however you get themto us, all are weighted equally,
16 so no necessary pressure on just feeling like if you
17 don't want to speak but you want your voice heard,

18 please be sure you send us that witten conment.

19 So with that, we're going to go ahead and draw 40
20 nanmes. What we're going to do is we wll announce the
21 nunber, so please pull out your card and | ook at the

22 nunmber. This is just |ike Bingo night because it's
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1 Friday night. So we'll draw a nunber. W will wite
2 down the order of those nunbers. W' |l take a break.

3 And then we will on the screen have a scrolling screen
4 of nunbers up here. And then we will seek people and
5 get themready to go. So we're going to call out

6 nunbers. Please don't |eave for the break yet because

7 after we have our 40 nanes, | have just two nore

8 announcenents, and then | prom se you a break.

9 So let's go ahead and do the nunbers. And, Any,
10 can you speak into the mcrophone a little closer so
11  you can say the nunbers as you draw t hen?

12 AWY: | can. Hello.

13 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Maybe | can draw t hem and hand
14 themto you

15 Speaker Draw ng

16 AMY: kay, the first one is 119, 118, 116, 10,

17 83, 110, 61, 26, 109, 96, 89, 1, 75, 100, 4, 12, 24,

18 67, 99, 84, 13, 41, 103, 56, 82, 29, 73, 102, 35, 78,
19 60, 74, 122, 21, 81, 91, 49, 90, 64, and 51.

20 MR. DAVID BATTS. kay. So that's our first draw
21 of 40 people. As you will notice, we've captured those

22 on the screen. W wll be scrolling through the
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1 evening with these nunbers, so it wll help you

2 recogni ze when your turn is comng up if you have one
3 of those nunbers. You will also notice that we have a
4  blue colum, which with odd speaki ng nunbers in order,
5 and green wth even nunbers. W have a bl ue nunber on
6 m crophone nunber 1, and a green even nunber 2 on

7 m cr ophone nunber two.

8 So for the first 10 people, if you see your nunber

9 up there in the first 10 group, please cone down and

10 sit in the front chairs after the break, and we'll get
11  you queued up and ready to go. |If you have the bl ue,
12 if you're an odd nunber, please sit on the bl ue side,
13 i f an even nunber, sit on the green side. After a

14  person speaks, they can return to the audi ence, and the
15 next person in line on the queue can cone down and sit
16 up front and get prepped to nmake their remarks.

17 So with that, we're going to go ahead and take a
18 quick break. It's 6:28. |If we can cone back no | ater

19 than 6:40, and we'll get started pronptly then.

20 (Break.)
21 Public Comments
22 MR. DAVI D BATTS: So, again, 118, 10, 110, 26, 96,
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1 in the green area. 119, 116, 83, 61, 109 in the blue
2 area. So |I'mm ssing sone bl ue people.

3 kay, so we're going to go ahead and get started.
4 So just a couple of quick rem nders. Wile your card
5 has your nane on it, and we'll be collecting your

6 cards, that will be part of the record of who you are,
7 but if you could please state your nane clearly,

8 slowy, and your organization, that way our court

9 reporter will also be able to get that.

10 We have the tinmer up, and we'll start w th nunber
11 119.

12 M5. JANE LYDER My nane is Jane Lyder. | worked

13 at the Departnent of the Interior for about 35 years.
14 | worked on the issue of the Arctic National Wldlife

15 Ref uge for 40 years, starting in 1978, when AN LCA was

16 passed. | know this issue very well, and | know it
17 fromboth sides. | worked on it fromboth sides. And
18 | realize there's a new factor now in the Tax Act.
19 The Tax Act namde one of purposes of the refuge an

20 oil and gas | easing program adm ni stered by the Bureau
21  of Land Managenent, but it did not take away any of

22 Fish and Wldlife Service's responsibilities. And
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1 there are other purposes of the refuge. It did not
2 make the oil and gas program a predom nant purpose, it

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

just made it one of the purposes.

The Fish and WIldlife Service has the |egal
responsibility, | believe, to ensure that the purposes
are carried out and that the other purposes are | ooked
at and considered and protected in the course of
carrying out any one specific purpose. So |I'mvery
hopeful that the Fish and Wildlife Service will play a
very vibrant role in developing this oil and gas
| easi ng program

' m al so concerned about water. The North Sl ope,
the 1002 area, is a desert, it's a tundra desert, and
in order to do exploration, you do it in the winter and
you build ice roads. Wnter is shortening in Al aska,
and water is scarce, and I'mcurious as to where the
water is comng fromfor those ice roads and what the
i mpact will be of the exploration on the ice roads.

And lastly |I'mconcerned about polar bears. |
went to a polar bear briefing a nunber of years ago at
Interior where the USGS basically told us that our

pol ar bears will go extinct because of nelting sea ice.
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1 And now we know that the sea ice is nelting faster than
2 we thought. Bears are denning nuch nore unsure, and

3 they're denning in the 1002 area, and they're denning

4 where the oil is. Bears end up getting killed in human
5 interaction with others on the North Slope. You're

6 all owed to shoot a bear if a bear threatens your life.
7 If there is devel opnent, if there is people on the

8 North Sl ope where there weren't before, there will be

9 nore human- bear interactions. The polar bear is a

10 t hreatened species now, but it's not doing well,

11 they're losing weight, they're having trouble finding

12 food.
13 So | personally w sh Congress had not passed this
14  provision. It's ny personal views that the area should

15 be wi | derness and nmanaged as w | derness, but | really,
16 really hope that the two agencies work well together
17 and try and put off political pressure to do this

18 quickly, and to protect the refuge to the extent

19 possi bl e.

20 Thank you.
21 (Appl ause.)
22 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you.
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1 We'| | get nunmber 118 queued up. You can go back
2 to your seat, and we will have nunber 89. If you're
3  nunber 89, you can conme down to the blue side.
4 DR. SOPHI A MARJANOVIC. Yes. M/ nane is Dr.
5 Sophia Marjanovic. |'mrepresenting nmyself, but | am
6 of the Fort Peck Qgl al a Lakota, which is of the Cceti
7 Sakowin. | am here before you because | am concerned
8 as a survivor of a community that has been drilled for
9 oil and gas since the 1940s.

10 We have been the dunpi ng grounds of this Nation.
11 We have not had accountability. The only

12 accountability we've had was back in 2012 after 30

13 years of fighting for accountability after our wonen
14 have been dying fromcancer. The top killer of our

15 wonen in our community is cancer. Nothing has been

16 done. Al that we got for accountability was $2

17 mllion to the whole community after decades of people
18 dying from cancer.

19 When | went hone during the summertines on ny

20 reservation, water literally cane out of the faucets,
21 red, yellow, orange, snelling of petroleum having oil
22 droplets floating atop it, and it snelling |ike
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1 petrol eum
2 | stand with nmy indigenous brothers and sisters of
3 the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge and in Al aska
4 because | know the inpacts of what oil drilling does,
5 and | know how this Nation has treated us, and treating
6 us as the dunping grounds of this Nation. W're poor.
7 W often don't have access to the education. | heard
8 one person talking up here earlier that they were
9 hoping for all the devel opnent and the great things
10 that cone fromit. Literally back in 2012, | went back
11 to ny reservation during the WIlliston oil boom because
12 we sit atop the Bakken Formation. W still have not
13 recei ved any benefits of the devel opnent. The oil cane
14 and went, and we're still dying. W're still poor. W
15 have the nost suicides of any community in this
16 country. Were's the accountability? Were's al
17 these great things that are comng fromthe
18 developnent? It hasn't happened.
19 So | sit here and | ask that you protect the
20  Arctic National WIdlife because those are our brothers
21 and sisters, and what has happened to us should not be
22 happening to anyone else in this country.
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1 Thank you.
2 (Appl ause.)
3 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Okay. W'Ill go to nunber 116.
4 WII 1 conme down?
5 MR, DREW MCCONVI LLE: So | want to thank you for
6 listening. | want to thank everybody for being here,

7 especially at a really difficult tinme slot.

8 Particularly, I want to thank our Gmch'in friends, who
9 have cone all this way, others who have conme from

10 Al aska and other places to be here. 1'Il be really

11 bri ef because | think you need to hear from everybody
12 inthis room | appreciate, you know, the schedule

13 that's been set for you, but | would urge you to listen
14 to everybody, as you've heard before.

15 And -- but let nme just tell you, I'mthe Senior

16 Managi ng Director for Governnent Relations at the

17 W/l derness Society. | speak for nyself, though.

18 speak for ny famly. | speak for ny 1-year-old at

19 home, who is growng and inheriting this world. And |
20 speak for my famly in Connecticut, in New York, in

21  South Carolina, and many ot her places.

22 The W1 derness Society and nyself, we don't oppose
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1 oil and gas drilling everywhere, we just believe, |ike
2 nost, the vast majority of, Anericans, that sone pl aces
3 are too special to sacrifice to the inpacts of
4 industrial oil and gas developnent. And if there was
5 ever a place, the Arctic National WIdlife Refuge and
6 the Coastal Plain of the Arctic Refuge is such a pl ace.
7 And you don't really need ne to speak to that, you have
8 peopl e who |ive there who have been there and can speak
9 to that better than ne, and -- but | don't think
10 there's any denying it.
11 You know, but | just want to say even if you do
12 believe that industrial oil devel opnment across the
13 bi ol ogi cal heart of this refuge can happen w t hout
14  inpacting the world-class wildlife, wthout the 200, 000
15 strong Porcupine cari bou herd, on which the GvMch'in
16 peopl e depend, the onshore pol ar bear denning areas
17 that you -- that we tal ked about are so critically
18 inportant, and so nmuch else in this refuge, and | know
19 peopl e do believe this, | would just ask, how can you
20  support a rushed process that we're seeing right now?
21 You know, setting arbitrary deadlines |ike a |ease
22 sale within 1 year is not just illegal, it's reckless.
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1 It deval ues science, it deval ues i ndi genous know edge,
2 and it devalues all of the Anmericans who have a stake
3 in what's happening up on the North Sl ope of Al aska and
4 in the Arctic National WIdlife Refuge.

5 As you heard, and as the clock counts down on ne,
6 ' mthinking about the fact that, you know, as we

7 heard, the Gm ch'in peopl e have depended on the

8 Por cupi ne caribou and this way of life for over 25,000
9 years. Oher Al aska Natives have been in this area for
10 simlarly long anbunts of tinme, and no oil conpany is
11 bangi ng down the door to drill in this place or saying
12 that they need this oil.

13 So I would ask -- you know, | would say that the
14 |east that the BLMcan do is take the tine that this

15 process, the people here, the GuMch'in people, and all

16 the people of Anerica deserve because of this special

17 pl ace.

18 Thank you.

19 (Appl ause.)

20 MR. DAVI D BATTS. Oay. W'Ill go to nunber 10,

21  please. Nunber 75 conme down to the blue, 75.

22 M5. KAREN SCHERER: | am Karen Scherer, from Fort
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1 Myers, Florida. Florida's rising sea |levels are

2 directly related to the nelting of Arctic ice sheets

3 and glaciers. This nelting process woul d be

4 accelerated by oil and gas drilling because of the

5 resul ting byproducts, nethane and bl ack carbon, two

6 pot ent greenhouse gases. Black carbon settles on ice
7 sheets or glaciers, darkening the ground. This causes
8 the surface to absorb solar energy that woul d ot herw se
9 be reflected back into space. As a result, glaciers
10 nelt at a nuch higher rate, increasing both sea |levels
11 and tenperature of the ocean.

12 Prof essor Harol d Wanl ess, Departnent Chair of
13 the Departnent of Ceol ogical Sciences at the University
14 of Mam, states that there are two main reasons for
15 rising sea levels: warmng of ocean waters and ice

16 melts. Drilling off the Coastal Plain would result in
17 accelerated rise in sea levels. Communities in South
18 Fl ori da area al ready budgeting mllions of additional
19 dollars into road infrastructure, which includes
20 rai sing the height of the roads in South Florida. It
21 al so i ncludes drai nage inprovenent and actions to

22 protect and maintain the aquifers that provide fresh
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1 water to the South Florida area.

2 The environnmental concerns of Florida are

3 reflected in a 2016 N el sen survey. The Sunshi ne

4 State, the biggest environnmental problens that are

5 facing Florida were water-rel ated probl ens, 34 percent
6 of the respondents; |oss of natural lands for wildlife,
7 20 percent; and climate global warm ng, 18 percent.

8 Toget her, these problens account for 72 percent of all
9 responses. Citation rates of climate change and gl obal
10 warmng were up 13 percent, and |oss of natural | ands
11  were up 9 percent since the |ast survey.

12 5,200 Floridians signed a petition urging their

13 Menbers of Congress to do what they can to protect the
14 Arctic Refuge. It is also inportant to Florida that

15 the Coastal Plain of the Arctic National Wldlife

16 Ref uge be free of drilling.

17 Thank you.

18 (Appl ause.)

19 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you

20 Nunber 837

21 M5. MCCARTER  Speaker 617

22 MR. DAVID BATTS: So actually first we're on 83.
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1 M5. MCCARTER: (h.
2 MR. DAVID BATTS: |Is 83, please? And then we wll
3 get to 61 after her.
4 So go ahead, please. Sorry about the confusion
5 there.
6 M5. PAULA CLEMENTS: Hello. |'m Paula C enents.
7 | ama trained climate reality leader. |It's a

8 volunteer position, and |I've taken upon nyself to |earn
9 about the climte and the effects that human behavi or
10 I's having on our planet.

11 We are actually on the verge of a renewabl e energy
12 revolution. Miltiple studies and current facts show

13 that renewabl es are outpacing both oil and gas. The

14  current reserves of fossil fuels are abundant, and

15 econom ¢ studi es say that even those reserves are going
16 to be considered stranded assets.

17 We are not -- we cannot afford to drill for nore
18 fossil fuels, and especially not in the fragile Arctic
19 regi on, but not anywhere.

20 Comment s have been nmade today about providing jobs
21 and econonmic growh for the Al askan people. Jobs in

22 the renewabl e energy field -- solar and wind -- are the
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1 fastest growng market in the United States. In fact,
2 the nunber of people who are enployed by renewabl es
3 today drastically outnunbers those enployed by oil and
4 gas conbi ned. Al askan people can be trained to work in
5 t hese renewabl e energy fields w thout destroying the
6 pristine sacred Arctic Refuge. 1In fact, saddling the
7 Al askan people with dirty fossil fuels is guaranteed to
8 doomthemto a dying future.
9 The drilling in the Arctic regions cannot be done
10 safely. Drilling and transportati on have repeatedly
11 caused spills worldwi de. Add to that the severe
12 conditions, and it's a recipe for disaster.
13 Now, industry is going to try to say that this
14 nodern technology is going to prevent that. And I
15 submt to you the two pipelines that just exploded this
16 week in West Virginia and in Kansas. The West Virginia
17 pi peline had only been in use for |less than 6 nonths,
18 and it had been touted as state of the art.
19 Humanity cannot afford the extraction and burning
20 of any nore fossil fuels. Qur planet is warm ng at an
21 unprecedented rate. Unless we drastically cut our
22 carbon em ssions, we are |ocking our future generations
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1 into a life of hardship and msery. W all deserve a
2 stable climate, so please stop this insanity.
3 (Appl ause and cheering.)
4 MR. DAVI D BATTS:. kay, again, | just request,
5 it's going to nake ne be able to process peopl e quicker
6 if we can just keep the clapping dowmn so | can tal k and
7 not have to tal k over everybody.
8 Again, if you have a nunber that is up here on the
9 screen, please cone down to the front row so that we
10 can nmake sure that we can get you queued up in an
11 effective manner. |If it's on this side, you'll be with
12 Chad, if it's onthis side, you'll be with Mdlly on
13 this side.
14 Al right, ma'am thank you.
15 M5. SANDRA ASHLEY: Hi. Hello. M nane is Sandra
16 Ashley. I'mfromWImngton, New York. [|I'ma mddle
17 school teaching assistant. And I'mhere with the
18 W derness Defense -- anyway. | strongly oppose | ease
19 sales in the Arctic National Wldlife Refuge. As a
20 m ddl e school teaching assistant and i ndependent
21  conservative, | understand the inportance of fossil
22 fuels, yet I'dreally like to see that enphasis
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1 decrease as we nmake nore jobs available in the area of
2 renewabl e energy.
3 | understand not wanting to rely upon other
4 nati ons for our energy needs; however, | do not
5 under st and j eopardi zing the | and and hones of the nany
6 species of birds, plants, and animals in one of the few
7 safe havens left in the world. | do not understand
8 taking away the livelihood and the way of |ife of the
9 I ndi genous people of this area by harm ng the Porcupi ne
10  caribou, which provides a substantial portion of their
11 dietary needs and is directly linked to their culture
12 and their heritage. | do not understand breaking the
13 agreenent Ronal d Reagan nmade with Canada in 1987 that
14 ensured protection of the refuge, and, in particular,
15 the wldlife of that area. | do not understand having
16 to go back to ny 8th grade students and telling them
17 "I"'msorry that your voices did not nake a difference,"
18 when they care so nuch about this issue.
19 As a class, we decided that it would not -- we
20 would not be okay with this happening to our hone in
21  the Adirondacks of northern New York, so we nust speak
22 out for this refuge as well. W need to support the
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1 I ndi genous peopl e who have been battling this issue for
2 nearly 30 years. W' ve exterm nated the buffalo of the
3 past. WII we now exterm nate the cari bou? W say

4 what we did was wong, yet will we sinply repeat this
5 behavior: greed, grab, ruin, and then go?

6 | do have here with me an essay from one of ny

7 students. They all wote different essays this past

8 year about why they were so strongly opposed to the

9 drilling in the Arctic. |If kids can be smart enough to

10 know the right answers, why can't we be?

11 Thank you.

12 (Appl ause.)

13 MR. DAVI D BATTS:. Nunber 617

14 M5. RHONDA HUNGERFORD: Hi. M nane is Rhonda
15 Hungerford. | live near Syracuse in Upstate New York

16 and have been a long-tinme nenber of the Sierra Cub and
17 Def enders of Wl dlife.

18 | adamant|y oppose any | ease sales in the Arctic
19 National WIldlife Refuge. As soneone who pl aces high
20 value on tine spent hiking in the woods and by | akes

21 and streans in central New York and our Adirondack

22 Park, | have also visited beautiful Al aska. | was
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1 there in May 4 years ago, and it was so warm people

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

were wearing beachwear at the beach. This is in May in
Al aska.

The Arctic is ground zero for climte change.
Tenperatures there are rising at twce the rate of the
rest -- of the rest of the U S. Many iconic species of
wildlife live there. And the Arctic Refuge is hone to
the two | argest and nost northerly Al pine |akes in
North Anerica, five distinct |andscapes, including
coast, tundra, nountains, taiga, and boreal forests,
and 18 major rivers, three of which are officially
recogni zed as wild and scenic.

So why would we, or why would you, allow this
pristine place to be turned over to industry, this
I nportant synbol of the wild and cornerstone of the
hope and peace of mind that can only be found in
connecting with nature? There is no good reason to
allow oil exploration and drilling in the Arctic
National WIldlife Refuge. There is currently no solid
evi dence of fossil fuel there that would be worth the
di sruption to wildlife and the ecosystem caused even by

exploration. Al this precious area is to be put in
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1 danger to benefit already wealthy oil conpanies.

2 American famlies and small businesses will not

3 benefit fromthe drilling. Extensive drilling and

4 fracking that is already being done throughout the U. S.

5 has nade us quite energy independent. This fuel would

6 be sol d overseas, only benefiting energy conpanies. |If

7 i ndustry can open this coastal plan, then no place on

8 or offshore is off limts.

9 This is so unpopular with the American peopl e that
10 it had to be slipped into the recent tax bill because
11  w nning support for such a controversial neasure in an
12 above- board process woul d have been i npossi bl e.

13  According to research conducted by the Center on

14  Anerican Progress, two-thirds of Americans oppose this.
15 We Anericans do not want, did not ask for, and will not
16 accept that the wildest place in our country wll be
17 sacrificed to offset the tiniest fraction of tax cuts
18 for mllionaires and billionaires.

19 It is time for our representatives in governnent,
20 nanmel y, you nenbers of this panel, to actually

21 represent us. This not just an adm nistrative or

22 political decision, but a noral one. dinmate change is

Alderson Court Reporting
1-800-FOR-DEPO www.AldersonReporting.com



Meeting

6/15/2018
Washington, DC Page 115

N

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

a noral issue, and we ask you to keep that in your
hearts and m nds.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you

Nunber 26. Again, if you are nunmber 96, 89, 1,
75, 100, 4, or 12, please make your way down front.

M5. LYDIA VWEISS: H . I'mlLydia Wiss. | ama
mom from Northwest D.C. | am an Anerican taxpayer and
co-owner of the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge, which
| imagi ne many of you are.

(Appl ause.)

M5. LYDIA VWEISS: Maybe if you're froma conpany,
don't your raise hand, though, because I'mtalking to
the humans and ny fell ow Aneri cans who are co-owners.

So we -- and | would just say if the key to making
this whole process work is to have peopl e not cl ap,
maybe we shoul d just have nore public hearings. Maybe
that's the -- | nean, if tinkering around the edges --

(Appl ause and cheering.)

M5. LYDIA VEISS: -- like if this is the problem

there are so many other solutions. Like that poor
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1 woman from Florida, there's got to be sonething el se

2 you'd rather be doing than doing this in Florida, but

3 thanks for com ng because this is it, this is all we've
4 got, folks, right now.

5 Sol'manmm And | also say I'"'ma nomof a D. C
6 Public School kid, this was their last day. They're

7 all at the pool. W were supposed to go on vacati on,

8 you probably know the | ast day of school, Friday,

9 6:00 ppm So it's just tough, you know? |'m supposed

10 to be with ny famly right now But |'m happy to be

11 here, and they're waiting, and I'Il get to themat sone
12 poi nt .
13 So I, even though | sound cranky about this

14 process, and | am and even though I know I'm

15 addressing ny governnent officials, | aman incredibly
16 proud patriotic Anerican, and | talk to ny kids every
17 day about how | ucky and bl essed they were to be born in
18 this country. Any story we listen to on NPR, | say to
19 them "But you are anong the | ucky ones who were born
20 in Arerica." Those horrible stories every day that ny
21 kids have to listen to, it doesn't happen, you were

22 born in the greatest country on Earth, and we believe
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1 in equality and access for all people. To ny little
2 girl, "You get to go to school. You were born in
3 Anmerica."
4 And to everybody, you get to delight in our shared

5 public lands. That is an Anerican ethic. That is

6 conservative and it's a Republican ethic, and we should
7 all be so proud of that. Aren't we proud? W are the
8 country people -- we go to Europe to see their

9 cathedrals. They cone here to see Yell owstone and the
10 G and Canyon, and if they can, the Arctic National

11 WIldlife Refuge. But if they can't get there -- and

12 |'"ve never gotten there, | don't imagine that | ever

13 will, but I swell with pride as an American to know

14 that we had the foresight to set aside one of the

15 W | dest places in the world for all to enjoy. And |

16 think it will keep Anerica great again if we continue
17 to protect it, as we always have.

18 It makes ne proud, as an Anerican, to have

19 protected the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge, to think
20 that ny kids can go. And | don't know, | hope that

21  will be the outconme of this public hearing. And | hope

22 you'll do nore.
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1 So t hanks.
2 (Appl ause and cheering.)
3 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you. | hope you get to
4 spend sone tine with your Kids.
5 Ckay, nunber 1009.
6 MR. MARK ANTHONY HERRERA: Hell o, | adi es and
7 gentlenmen. M nane is Mark Anthony Herrera. |I'mfrom
8 Mam, Florida. | ama senior political science najor
9 at Howard University. | ama proud Qpongi (ph), but
10 you mght know us as Sem nole in the col onized tongue.
11 |"mhere today to tell you that | know firsthand about
12 the effects of climate change in ny community, you
13 know. | live where you vacation, let's put it that
14 way. And it's starting to becone worse every year. W
15 have nore frequent hurricanes, our coastlines are
16 recedi ng, which nmakes it harder for sea turtles to
17 nest. And also when it becones high tide nost of the
18 time in South Beach, it basically floods, so it nakes
19 it difficult to walk. That's just one snmall aspect of
20 climate change in ny community. So | can only inagine
21  what it's like up there.
22 | know not hi ng about hunting caribou or being in
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1 the snow that nuch, and to be quite frank, | hate the

2 snow, but the thing is, as Native people, our land is

3 our identity, you know. Truth be told, if |I reached

4 into your pocket and stole your Social Security card

5 and stole your license and used your identity to get

6 what | wanted, I'd be going to jail or prison. This is
7 the same principle. These people, they're connected to
8 their land, and that's all they have and that's al

9 they know. The caribou are their identity. The

10 caribou are their Social Security card.

11 For us, it's the Everglades. The swanp has

12 protected us for thousands and hundreds of years.

13 Alligators are our identity. The critters down back

14 home are our identity.

15 So | ask you that you find it in your heart to |et
16 themkeep their identity. You know, for 500 years

17 we've been giving you guys so much. You live on stolen
18 land, let's just face it, you know. That's the thing,
19 you know. \What el se do we have to give? You know,

200 we're losing our |anguage, we're |losing our culture.

21 W don't have anything el se but our small pockets of

22 refuge. So | ask you that you really think deeply

Alderson Court Reporting
1-800-FOR-DEPO www.AldersonReporting.com



Meeting 6/15/2018
Washington, DC Page 120

1 about this decision you are nmaking, you know. You

2 m ght never go up there and talk to these people, but

3 i f you nake the right decision, they' Il always be up
4 there.

5 Thank you so nuch.

6 (Appl ause and cheering.)

7 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you.

8 Nunber 96.

9 MR. MARK SALVO. Good evening. M nane is Mark
10 Salvo. | amthe Vice President of Landscape

11 Conservation for Defenders of Wldlife. Thank you for
12 this opportunity this evening to comment on a potenti al
13 oil and gas programin the Arctic National WIldlife

14 Refuge. M colleagues and | -- and you will hear from
15 a nunber of us -- are proud to represent Defenders of
16 WIldlife. W are a national conservation organization
17 wth nore than 1.8 mllion nenbers and supporters

18 focused on wildlife conservation and the habitat on

19 whi ch they depend. Defenders of WIldlife and our

20 menbers and supporters have worked for decades to

21  conserve the Arctic National WIdlife Refuge and the

22 pol ar bears, caribou, wolverines, nusk oxen, birds,
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1 native fish, and a nyriad of other wldlife species

2 that depend on the Coastal Pl ain.

3 Drilling anywhere in the Arctic National Wldlife
4 Ref uge woul d be devastating for the wildlife and ot her
5 natural resources, but especially so on the Coast al

6 Plain. Defenders strongly opposes shortsighted,

7 destructive, needless fossil fuel devel opnent on this
8 vital wildlife preserve.

9 Now, while the Tax Act has directed the Bureau of
10 Land Managenent to offer oil and gas |easing on the

11 Coastal Plain, that legislation did not wai ve Federal
12 protections for wldlife and ot her habitat and ot her
13 ecol ogi cal and cultural values on the refuge. The

14 Departnent of Interior nust follow the |aw in planning
15 for an oil and gas program even if that neans that

16 current statutory protections preclude a commercially
17  vi abl e devel opnent.

18 This is a point worth underscoring. The

19 | egislation did not require a profitable or profit-

20 driven |l easing program nor is it the Federal

21 Governnent's responsibility to provide one, including

22 the current occupant at 1600 Pennsylvania. Your job is
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1 only to plan for potential |ease sale on the Arctic
2 National WIldlife Refuge, not further subsidize one of

3 the nost heavily subsidized industries in the United

4 St at es.
5 The Arctic Refuge is still a national wildlife
6 refuge. It nust be managed in accordance with the

7 National Wldlife System Adm ni stration | nprovenent

8 Acts and by the U S. Fish and Wldlife Service as the
9 surface manager and the only agency under |law that is
10 required or, excuse ne, is reserved for that nanagenent
11 responsibility. Managenent alternatives nust be --

12 must protect inperiled species, |like the threatened

13 pol ar bear under the Endangered Species Act and avoid
14 damagi ng designated critical habitat.

15 The Departnment has both | egal obligations and a
16 noral responsibility to future generations to conserve
17 bears, seals, migratory birds, eagles, and cari bou

18 under a host of Federal statutes and international

19 treaties.

20 The Arctic Refuge is a global treasure. Defenders
21 of WIldlife stand with the GaMch'in and the majority of

22 Anmericans in urging you to protect refuge wldlife and
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1 their habitat fromrushed and reckless oil and gas
2 devel opnment on the refuge.
3 Thank you.
4 (Appl ause.)
5 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you
6 Nunmber 89.
7 M5. LENA MOFFITT: H . Thank you so nuch. M
8 name is Lena Mdffitt, and I amthe Senior D rector of
9 the Sierra Club's "Qur WIld Anerica" canpai gn, which
10 works to protect communities fromthe inpacts of
11 climate change and protect our public |ands around the
12 country.
13 And |I'm here on behalf of our 3.4 mllion nmenbers
14 and supporters across the country to ask you not to
15 open the Arctic to oil and gas drilling. As an
16 activist who has spent ny life working on climate
17 change and working to support the solutions that really
18 are out there and are ready, this is an unnecessary
19 proposal. And | want to tal k about the clinmate inpacts
20 that would cone with opening this pristine place to oi
21 and gas drilling.
22 It's evident to all of us in this roomthat
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1 climate change is taking an increasingly devastating
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toll on our entire country. This prospect poses an

exi stential threat to the human species and to all
speci es on the planet. Last year was the hottest year
on record for the third year running. W are worKking
with villages in Alaska that are literally falling into
the sea because of sea |level rise, and, frankly, we
shoul d know better.

Now is the tinme when we should be weani ng
ourselves off of all fossil fuels, not opening up
increasingly extreme sources of oil |like those fromthe
1002 area in Alaska or the tar sands. W have to start
sayi ng no sonmewhere, and this is the perfect place to
start sayi ng no.

And | would take issue with sone of the prospects
that the friends fromthe American PetroleumlInstitute
and the oil and gas industry said that we have to do
this and this is the way we advance our society going
forward. In fact, we don't have to. The solutions are
out there. Electric vehicles are nmaki ng huge gains
across the planet. China has conmtted to ending the

sal e of internal conbustion engines by 2040. Do we
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1 want to be conpetitive in the econony of the future or
2 do we want to be stuck to these technol ogi es of the

3 past that are w eaking havoc on our planet?

4 And t hat al one shoul d be enough for a | ogical

5 society to say no to this proposal, which would, if the
6 estimates are right, pull out billions of barrels of

7 oil fromunder this pristine area and dunp enough

8 carbon into our atnosphere to equal 889 coal plants

9 operating for a year by our analyst's estimte. That
10  al one should be enough for us to say no to this.

11 But what we've heard today and what we continue to
12 hear fromour partners of the GMch'in Nation is that
13 this prospect, this proposal, poses a very real and

14 direct threat to their way of life, meaning that this
15 I's not just an environnental issue, this is a human

16 rights issue.

17 And, honestly, it is just so disappointing that in
18 2018 we have to be here in Anerica in this wonderful

19 country that we all | ove begging for basic human rights
20 to be respected. Frankly, that is shameful. And | say
21  shame on Zinke, shanme on Trunp, shanme on this

22 adm nistration for noving this proposal forward when
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1 really we should know better.
2 So | ask you all to nake the right choice, listen
3 tothe Guch'in, listen to the Anerican people. You
4 still have a chance to do the right thing. People are
5 wat ching. W are going to take notice. W're going to
6 be in the streets, in the boardroom in the courtroom
7 and in the voting boot h.
8 Thank you.
9 (Appl ause.)
10 MR. DAVI D BATTS:. Thank you.
11 Nunber 1.
12 MR. SUBHANKAR BANERJEE: Q| and gas devel opnent
13 in the Arctic Refuge Coastal Plain would lead to
14  col ossal colonial violence on the Guvch'in Nation on
15 both sides of the U. S. -Canada border and ecoci de on an
16 incredible diversity of wildlife. And so far, the
17 process by which this egregious act has been advanced
18 by the governnment has been di shonest and undenocrati c.
19 My nanme i s Subhankar Banerjee. | amthe Lannan
20 Foundati on Endowed Chair and Professor of Art and
21 Ecol ogy at the University of New Mexico. | have spent
22 significant anmount of time in the Coastal Plain and in
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t he i ndigenous Gmch'in and | fiupi at communities.
Through ny photographs, witing, |lectures, and
interviews, |'ve shared the ecol ogical and cul tural
richness of the Coastal Plain with the public across
the United States and around the world over the past 2
decades.

Wth | fiupi at conservationi st Robert Thonpson, |
traversed from Kaktovik, | traversed up and down every
river in the narrow Coastal Plain and witnessed it as a
pl ace that harbors a diversity of life year-round and
where new life is born, not only during spring-sunmer,
but also during the harsh winter nonths. The Coastal
Plain is |ikely the nost significant protected
bi ol ogi cal nursery in the C rcunpolar North and one of
the nost significant in the -- on our plant that also
connects to far-away places through migrations of birds
and mammal s.

Protecting places where animals replenish their
popul ations, in the mdst of the sixth mass extinction
that we find ourselves in, ought to be anbng our
hi ghest ethical obligations. But, instead, the

government is considering to turn this nursery into an
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1 oil field, which will inevitably displace and di srupt
2 wildlife and will lead to ill health and popul ati on
3 decl i nes.
4 The i ndi genous peopl e of northeast Al aska and

5 nort hwest Canada speak of the Coastal Plain as a

6 nursery, "The Sacred Pl ace Were Life Begins.” 1In so
7 doi ng, they connect science with spirituality and

8 cultural traditions. They rely on the Porcupi ne

9 cari bou herd for nutritional, cultural, and spiritual
10  sustenance, have done so for mllennia. To turn the
11 cari bou nursery into an oil field would violate human
12 rights and jeopardize their food security. And based
13 on the experience in Nuiqgsut, particular the inportant
14  work of Ifupiat scholar and activist Rosemary

15 Aht uangar uak, oil devel opnent on the Coastal Plain

16 woul d have detrinental effects on the health and soci al
17 life of the Iiupiat people who |ive nearby.

18 To bring attention to these biological, cultural,
19 and climate inpacts of oil and gas devel opnment in the
20 Coastal Plain, |I recently organized with historian

21 Finis Dunaway a | etter canpaign called "Scholars for

22 Def endi ng the Arctic Refuge,” which has been endorsed
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1 by nore than 500 scholars fromnearly all 50 U. S

2 States and 20 countries spanning nore than 40 academ c
3 di sci pl i nes.

4 | urge the Departnent of Interior to listen to the
5 concerns of the indigenous people -- peoples, the

6 Ameri can public, and scholars fromaround the world,

7 and drop plans to allow oil and gas explorati on and

8 drilling in the Coastal Plain by adopting a no-action
9 alternative on the EI'S, which | did not see on your

10 slide earlier this afternoon.

11 (Appl ause and cheering.)

12 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Just a reminder. |If you have
13 witten testinony, if we could grab that, that would
14  help us make sure we get that accurate in the record.
15 So just another rem nder, if your nunber is up

16 here on the screen, if you can cone down here up front,
17 that will allow us to queue up our speakers a little

18 qui cker .

19 Movi ng on to nunber 1.
20 DR. FINI'S DUNAWAY: M nane is Finis Dunaway, and
21 I'"'ma professor of history at Trent University in

22 Pet er bor ough, Ontario, Canada. And |'m here today
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1 along with ny 10-year-old daughter, Zoe, because we're
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deeply concerned about the plans, the prospect, of
fossil fuel developnent in the Arctic Refuge.

Al ong wi th Subhankar Banerjee, who you just heard
from | recently organized a |etter canpaign called
"Schol ars for Defending the Arctic Refuge." This
| etter has been endorsed by nore than 500 schol ars
representing alnost all 50 U.S. States and 20 different
countries.

And | want to enphasize the international aspect
of this debate because that often does not get rnuch
attention. The expertise of those signers ranges
across nore than 40 different academ c disciplines,
fromclimate science and history to conservation
bi ol ogy and i ndi genous studies. W wote this letter
to denonstrate that the Arctic Refuge debate is not
about what just happens in this one slice of land in
t he northeast corner of Alaska. It also connects to
sone of the nost urgent issues of our time. These
i nclude climate change, indigenous human rights, and
speci es extinction. This debate has significant

bi ol ogical, cultural, and climate inplications that
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1 extend well beyond the Coastal Plain, and we ask for

2 the BLMto consider these |arger issues.

3 One distinctive feature of this letter canpaign is
4 that it has been w dely supported by scientists who

5 have for years been warning of the detrinental effects
6 of fossil fuel devel opnent on the Coastal Plain, but we
7 al so got a wide array of other voices into this

8 conversation, and that's because this debate

9 enconpasses science, but al so questions of ethics and
10  justi ce.

11 Schol ars from across the U S., Canada, and ot her
12 parts of the world value the transnational and gl obal
13 significance of the refuge. They do not want to see

14 the Coastal Plain turned into an oil field. This

15 |l etter signals a robust record of international
16 opposition to Arctic drilling.
17 | would like to read just a couple brief excerpts

18 fromthe letter.

19 The Arctic Refuge nay seem far away to nmany, but
20 its Coastal Plain is one of the nost significant

21 bi ol ogi cal nurseries in the Crcunpolar North. Opening

22 the Coastal Plain to fossil fuel exploration and
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1 devel opnent woul d endanger this nursery. It would
2 violate the human rights and jeopardi ze the food
3 security of the GaMch'in people of the U S. and Canada.
4 It would have detrinmental effects on the health and
5 social life of the indigenous |iupiat people, who live
6 nearby. And it would contribute to further warm ng of
7 the already rapidly warm ng Arctic, an action that
8 affects the whole Earth, as the Arctic is a critical
9 integrator of our planet's climte systens.
10 We believe that the Arctic Refuge should not be
11  auctioned off to the oil industry. |Its natural and
12 cultural values far exceed any oil that nmay |ie beneath
13 the Coastal Plain. W ask the Departnent of Interior
14 to support scientific and traditional ecol ogical
15 know edge, to value environnental ethics, and
16 I ndi genous hurman rights, and to work to sustain
17 bi ol ogi cal nurseries and subsi stence practices.
18 Thank you very nuch.
19 (Appl ause.)
20 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you
21 Number 100.
22 And then we'll have nunber 4 on this other
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1 m crophone if nunber 4 wants to check in.

2 Ma' anf

3 M5. MARY ANN RUDY: My nane is Mary Ann Rudy. |
4 represent nyself, the Sierra Cub, and mllions of

5 ot hers who cannot be here today for this hearing. W,

6 |, care deeply about protecting this beautiful precious
7 plant Earth, our only hone. Fossil fuels are killing

8 it.

9 | was raised by a science teacher naturali st

10 father. | amraising ny children with canping trips in
11 the national parks. | act to save our fragile

12 environnment since the first Earth Day in the '70s. |
13 care deeply. In the '70s, already we knew our -- we

14  knew of our human inpact on Earth's climte. One of

15 the first evidences was the hole in the ozone | ayer.

16 That danger is now being reduced by international

17 effort. So there is hope if we act now

18 When | first heard the Arctic ice was nelting, |
19 grieved for our planet. Then | heard the oil conpanies
20 could not wait to drill there. That was insane.

21 Furt her, devel opnent of fossil fuels is insane. W

22 must use only clean energy. | cone as one, but | stand
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1 for mllions in the U S. and Canada who want the Arctic
2 National WIldlife Refuge protected, not exploited, not
3 drilled for nore unnecessary life-killing fossil fuels.
4 WII you protect our planet?
5 Thank you.
6 (Appl ause.)
7 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you.
8 W' [l nove over to nunber 4. And then nunber 12
9 wll be next on this side.
10 M5. DANA MCCOSKEY: Thank you for the opportunity
11 to provide comments. M nane is Dana Nicol e MCoskey,
12 and | care about the future of this country, the
13 GmMch'in way of life, and Anerica's wild living
14 resources. |'ma contractor to the U S. Departnent of
15 Energy and a board nenber of the D.C. Audubon Society,
16 but 1'mhere to represent nyself and ny own views.
17 | strongly oppose the Departnment of Interior's
18 efforts to pursue oil and gas leasing in the Arctic
19 National WIldlife Refuge. | also find the notion of
20 di sturbing one of America' s last remaining wldernesses
21 deeply troubling. The Arctic Refuge is hone to
22 mllions of mgratory birds, including sone that travel

Alderson Court Reporting

1-800-FOR-DEPO www.AldersonReporting.com



Meeting 6/15/2018

Washington, DC Page 135
1 there on their annual magrations. In April, on an
2 evening walk in Northwest D.C., | was delighted to hear

3 tundra swans mgrating high overhead on their way to

4 the Arctic. And just a few weeks ago, | caught a rare
5 glinpse of a grey-cheeked thrush during a brief

6 m gration foraging stop in Rock Creek Park. These and
7 many, many ot her experiences in D.C. with birds that

8 mgrate to and fromthe refuge have left nme enchanted.
9 | amgreatly concerned oil and gas devel opnent in
10 the refuge wll have permanent harnful inpacts to the
11  Coastal Plain ecosystem and harmthe birds that spend
12 part of their annual cycle in the refuge. Further, as
13 a bi ol ogi st who has spent over 10 years in the field

14  conducting research to informland nmanagenent

15 practices, it is ny professional opinion that a

16 proposed rushed tineline is insufficient to collect

17 i nformation and data needed to conduct the proper

18 anal yses that are required by |aw.

19 | am al so confused by this proposed acti on because
20 the best avail able economc information clearly
21 denonstrates that oil and gas devel opnent in the refuge

22 i's an unsound i nvest nent.
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1 Overall, | firmy believe the Arctic Nationa

2 WIldlife Refuge should remain undevel oped and preserved
3 as a legacy wilderness, to nurture the spirit of our

4 Nati on and feed the m nds of current and future

5 generati ons.

6 When col | eagues that work in the Arctic describe

7 the rapid change they witness daily, when | | ook at

8 phot os of undeni able glacial retreat, or when this |ast
9 sumrer | stood on a nelting glacier and put ny cup into
10 a flow of water that had been previously trapped as ice
11  for thousands of years, it provides even nore

12 conviction of the great responsibility we have to keep
13 the refuge intact for wildlife seeking relief fromthe
14 pressures of w despread and rapid gl obal change.

15 For these reasons and nore, | believe we should

16 | eave the Arctic National WIdlife Refuge permanently
17 protected. And | |ook forward to providing technical

18 witten comments. And | wish that | had nore tinme to

19 I nvest ny personal tinme to give you ny thoughts.
20 Thank you.

21 (Appl ause.)

22 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you.
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1 Ckay, nunber 12.
2 M5. KELLY EIGER | seemto be the only person
3 here that doesn't have prepared remarks, but 1'll w ng
4 it.
5 My nanme is Kelly Eigler. 1've been unenpl oyed for

6 6 nonths, and |'ve been sending all of these
7 or gani zati ons noney because | believe so passionately

8 about what they do.

9 "' m going for anal ogy, |I'm going for personal

10 anal ogy, and then I'lIl go for biblical anal ogy because
11 | think it speaks to a commonal ity that we all share.

12 So pretend I'mat a sorority -- pretend I'min a

13 sorority and | have a younger sorority sister, and I
14 take her to a frat party. She's a drinker. She's a
15 young girl. |'m supposed to protect her. | get ready
16 to go hone. She's drunk. She doesn't want to | eave.
17 | say, "All right, you stay here." The next norning,
18 what do | find out? She's been raped. Wo's fault is

19 that? Legally, it's the man that raped her. Morally,

20 it's ny fault. | did not protect her. | knew that
21 there was a danger. | knew that there were bigger,
22 stronger people there to prey upon her. | did not
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1 prot ect her.

2 Exxon, Shell, BP, we know they're bad, we know

3 they're irresponsible. W cannot trust themno matter
4 what they say, no matter who they prom se what noney

5 to, we cannot protect -- we cannot protect the ANWR

6 fromthese conpanies and conpanies |like them W have
7 a noral obligation to stand between those conpani es and
8 that wi | derness.

9 And lastly 1'd like to -- | need ny gl asses

10 because I'd |like to read ny favorite biblical passage
11 because | think that this speaks to all of us.

12 "For what happens to the children of man and what
13 happens to the beast is the sane. As one dies, so dies
14 the other. They all have the sanme breath, and nman has
15 no advantage over the beast. For all is vanity. All
16 go to one place. Al are fromdust and to dust al

17 return. Wio knows whether the spirit of man goes

18 upward and the spirit of the beast goes down into the
19 Eart h?"
20 | hope that you will take this seriously and do
21 all that you can to protect this for future

22 generations. | stand with the GMch'in people, | stand
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1 Wi th those poor birds that mgrate pole to pole, and
2 those poor starving polar bears. Please, | beg you, do
3 the right thing.
4 Thank you.
5 (Appl ause.)
6 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Ckay. Thank you.
7 Nunber 24.
8 MR MLO DONOVAN. Hello. M nane is Mlo
9 Donovan. Thank you for the opportunity to offer
10 comment today. | amhere to strongly oppose any
11 drilling in the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge. The
12 Departnent of the Interior recently released a Notice
13 of Intent to prepare an Environnmental |npact Statenent.
14 They nade it clear that they will attenpt to rush
15 through the environnental review process and begin
16 selling leases in just over a year. Doing so would be
17 an unlawful attack on a treasured section of public
18 | and as well as the val uabl e resources and species it
19 cont ai ns.
20 Drilling on the Coastal Plain of the Arctic Refuge
21  wll mean the destruction of vital habitat, disruption
22 of Native people, and acceleration of clinmte change,
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1 where its effects are already felt the hardest.

2 The Coastal Plain is an essential and biol ogic

3 di verse area, hone to polar bears, caribou, nusk oxen,
4 and nunmerous mgratory birds. QI and gas drilling

5 woul d damage what is inportant denning habitat for the
6 al ready endangered pol ar bear and the cal ving ground of
7 the Porcupine caribou herd. 1In fact, the protection of
8 the Porcupine caribou is one of the original reasons

9 the refuge was set aside. Amdst this process, the

10 Departnment of the Interior should reflect upon the

11 | ongstanding treaty between the U S. and Canada t hat

12 has protected the cherished herd.

13 The Porcupi ne caribou is of particular inportance
14 to the Guvch'in people. For years, it has been one of
15 their primary food sources and nore. The Departnent of
16 the Interior has an obligation to the Gumch'in people
17 and protecting the aninmals so crucial to their

18 exi stence. |If they choose to nove forward with their
19 destructive efforts, it should at |east be done with
20 adequate scientific evidence and a just environnental
21 revi ew process that would truly protect the herd and

22 ot her organi sns.
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1 Lastly, drilling on the Coastal Plain would
2 contribute to climate change and its detrinenta
3 effects. Cimate change is the greatest threat to the
4 Arctic region and its nany sea ice-dependent aninals,
5 as tenperatures have risen twice as fast there than
6 here in the rest of the United States. Q1 and gas
7 activities are conpletely averse to the protection of
8 the Arctic and the principles upon which the refuge was
9 founded.
10 For these reasons, | urge you to join ne in
11 opposi ng the abuse of a priceless piece of public Iand.
12 The Departnment of the Interior nust not forget its
13 responsibility to protect and preserve our public |ands
14 and should refrain fromallowng drilling in them
15 Thank you.
16 (Appl ause.)
17 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you
18 Nunber 67.
19 MR MCHAEL HARRIS: Hi, ladies and gentlenmen. M
20 name is Mchael Harris, and | work with Defenders of
21 WIldlife Governnent Relations. And | also fornerly
22 handl ed natural resources and public |ands issues in
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1 the Senate. So | deeply care about these issues.

2 |"mgoing to start by saying there is no need for
3 this. The United States, according to the IEA w |

4  surpass Saudi Arabia and Russia to becone the world's
5 | argest producer of oil this year. W' ve experienced
6 an American energy renai ssance, a shale revol ution,

7 thanks to new technol ogi es, fracking, horizontal

8 drilling, shale drilling, all of which have their own
9 probl ens and inplications, but we're punping oil out of
10 Anerican soil at a rate unprecedented in history.

11 Last year, Secretary Zinke offered 11 mllion

12 acres of public taxpayer land for oil and gas | easing.
13 Only 800,000 acres were |leased. That's 7 percent,

14  al nost 250, 000 acres | eased for $2.00 an acre. So

15 these are economc inplications we have to think about
16 when we weigh the costs and benefits of what we're

17 proposing to do in the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge.
18 There's a | easing bonanza out there. So |I'm

19 wondering with all these | ands open and all of these
20 newf ound barrel s bei ng punped, why do we need this? It
21 seens |ike the costs far outweigh the benefits here.

22 Despite the tax |l egislation, the Coastal Plain is still

Alderson Court Reporting
1-800-FOR-DEPO www.AldersonReporting.com



Meeting 6/15/2018
Washington, DC Page 143
1 part of the Arctic Refuge.
2 The U.S. Fish and Wldlife Service is mandated by
3 Federal |law to manage the |l and, water, and wildlife
4 pursuant to the Federal laws that govern this wildlife
5 refuge. And, consequently, you are bound by the | egal
6 obl i gati ons put upon you by the National Environnental
7 Policy Act, the WIlderness Act, the Tax and Jobs Act,
8 the Naval Petrol eum Reserves Production Act, the
9 Federal Land Policy and Managenent Act, the National
10 WIldlife Refuge System Admi ni stration Act, the
11 Endangered Species Act, the Marine Manmal Protection
12 Act, anong ot hers.
13 So these are all inplications you need to be
14  thinking of; yet, the agency has insisted on conpleting
15 environnmental reviewwthin 1 year. A conparable
16 project would require a NEPA process of 3 to 5 years.
17 So you're not only pursuing this terrible wong-headed
18 policy, but you' re doing so in the worst way possi bl e,
19 and | think we can do a | ot better.
20 So I want to conclude by saying if the Arctic
21 Ref uge can be attacked and opened to industrialization
22 in this manner, is any parcel of public Iand safe? And
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1 do the protections that Congress afforded to these
2 public lands, do they matter anynore? And the answer
3 has to be yes. You have to do better. This process

4 has to be better. And don't ness this up because hunan

5 lives and aninmal |ives are counting on you.

6 Thank you.

7 (Appl ause.)

8 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you.

9 Nunber 99.

10 M5. JENNY KEATI NGE: Thank you for the opportunity
11 to conment today. |'mJenny Keatinge, and |I'm al so

12 here representing Defenders of Wldlife. W cone in
13 waves.

14 The Interior Department is on the wong track in
15 iIts reckless rush to industrialize the Arctic Nationa

16 WIldlife Refuge. GO and gas activities on the fragile

17 Coastal Plain will jeopardize sensitive species,
18 i rreparably danmage these public |ands, and conpound the
19 i npacts of climate change. A conprehensive,

20 scientifically robust planning process for oil and gas
21 |l easing will reveal this unmtigable destruction and

22 must provide full protection to wldlife and their
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1 habi tat under our environnental |aws, which were not
2 waived by the Tax Act.
3 The Coastal Plain is hone to many Federally
4 protected species, and nore than 75 percent of the area
5 Is designated critical habitat for the threatened polar
6 bear. It is the nost inportant onshore denni ng habit at
7 for polar bears in the United States. G and gas
8 devel opnent coul d have drastic consequences for this
9 I coni c species, potentially leading to extirpation in
10 our country.
11 An oil and gas program nust accommbdat e speci es
12 conservation and recovery under the Endangered Species
13 Act, not the other way around. The Arctic Refuge is
14  one of our Nation's last great wild places. Drilling
15 Is fundanental ly inconpatible wth preserving and
16 protecting these treasured wildlands. | urge the
17 Bureau of Land Managenent and the Departnent of
18 Interior to follow the law in this planning process,
19 even if that neans it will preclude comercially viable
20 devel opnent. Sone places are just too special to
21 drill.
22 (Appl ause.)
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1 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you.
2 | don't know about the panel nenbers, but | think

3 that mght win the cutest hat award. Sorry, sir, in

4  the cowboy hat.

5 Al right. Nunber 84.

6 MR. GREG SI NGLETON: Thank you, sir. M nane is

7 Geg Singleton. | amfromVirginia today. | grew up
8 in South Carolina on the coast, and was born and rai sed

9 there, and have al ways been a hunter and a fishernan.
10 So that's kind of where | got ny |ove of the outdoors.
11 So I've grown up, served in the mlitary for 26
12 years in the Arny, so I've lived around the world. And
13 I got a chance to see what overdevel opnent | ooks Ii ke,
14 | got certainly a chance with the mlitary to see what
15 pristine beautiful environment this Nation has as
16 conpared to all the other countries in which |I've
17 served. And Teddy Roosevelt had it right when he said
18 one of the greatest assets of this Nation is its
19 wonder ful , spectacul ar, unique natural resources. And
20 that's what we have in the Al aska National WIldlife
21 Ref uge.

22 So much has been said here tonight, and other
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1 peopl e nuch smarter than | have given the facts that |
2 remenber reading, but can't quote, and | wasn't

3 prepared to tal k about this tonight, but when | |earned
4 that there was a chance to comment, | junped on it.

5 But | would just like to echo the conmments of sone of

6 those people with nmuch better credentials than I,

7 people like Jamie WIIlians, the WI derness Society, all
8 the GM ch'in people that spoke and tal ked about how

9 their way of life is going to definitely be inpacted in

10 a negative way fromany drilling of the Coastal Pl ains.
11 You know, since |I'mnot from Al aska, and | don't
12 know it like | do Virginia or South Carolina, | can't

13 speak to that, so | can speak fromthe nationa

14 perspective. So what we've done is we've made Al aska
15 National WIldlife Refuge a national resource, |ike we
16 have all of our parks.

17 And so froma national perspective, many peopl e
18 have stated tonight there is no reason to have to dril
19 in that small, you know, |ess than 1 percent of our
20 Nation area that we' ve set aside for the things that
21 everyone has described tonight. 1It's such a wonderful

22 and uni que and special place. And we've got drilling
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1 in so many pl aces already.
2 And M. M chael Harris, who just spoke here at
3 this mcrophone, said how nmuch oil we've already -- we

4 are already producing, and | know, |adies and

5 gentl enen, you know the facts are that we have -- using
6 technol ogy, have noved towards sustai nabl e energy

7 pol i ci es and sustai nabl e energy production. The jobs

8 that the Al askan people seek, jobs are in the sol ar

9 energy, that's where they are. They dwarf all the

10 ot her energy sources around. So we don't need to dril
11 there, and there are lots of reasons not to do it.

12 So | strongly would Iike to recomrend to you to do
13 everything that you can that if the | aw goes forward

14 and you do wind up selling | eases, that you take every
15 single precaution you possibly can to ensure that

16 animal s are not negatively inpacted.

17 Thank you.

18 (Appl ause.)

19 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you.

20 Nunber 13.

21 M5. MARIORIE G MMEL: Hello. M name is Marjorie
22 Gmel. | amthe council nenber of Native Village of
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1 Venetie Tribal Government. And, let's see, |I"'mhere to

2 speak on behalf of ny people, ny tribe, not only them

3 I'"'m here for the caribou, who cannot speak for
4 thenselves. |I'mhere for ny ancestors and the future
5 generations. |'ma nother of five, and as a nother, ny

6 natural reaction of threat to my children is to protect
7 themfromharm To open the Arctic National WIldlife
8 Refuge is a direct threat to our way of life. Al

9 children should matter. W should not sacrifice this
10 sacred land for greed.

11 | "' mnot coached to speak here. |'mnot getting
12 paid for it either. And if you look at this room

13 al t hough you guys all did random nunbers, everyone that
14  spoke so far is opposing the opening of the Arctic

15 National WIldlife Refuge. The land is pristine and

16 it's sacred to our people. And | believe in the

17 protection of our cultural way of life, and that there
18 isS no reason to go in there and drill.

19 They say there will be jobs. | know for a fact
20 that only 15 percent of the workforce in the Prudhoe
21 Bay area is Al aska Native, and that's the | ower portion

22 of the pay scale. And it's just not true, it's not
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1 true that there will be a lot nore work or that the oil
2 in there is going to help Anerica. That's not true. |
3 just wish they would renove this and pull for a no-

4 action alternative.

5 Thank you.

6 (Appl ause and cheering.)

7 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you

8 MR ERIK DUMONT: H . M nanme is Erik DuMnt, and
9 I"'mthe Stop Drilling Canpaign Director for Environnment
10 Anerica. | want to say first and forenost that | and

11 my organi zation are entirely opposed to oil exploration

12 or drilling in America' s Arctic National Wldlife

13 Ref uge.
14 We're constantly told that oil exploration and
15 drilling can be done with mnimal harmto the

16 environnment, yet we are daily rem nded that this is

17 sinply not true. W're told that we need the oil, that

18 it will solve sonme part of our energy needs, yet we are
19 in a time of abundance of renewabl es, and we have no

20 i dea actually how nmuch or even if there is any oil

21 actually in -- under the Coastal Plain of the Arctic

22 Refuge. We're told that Al askans want it and that it
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1 w Il be good for the State, yet it is not Al askan-
2 owned, and it wll certainly not be good for the
3 wildlife for which it currently provides refuge.
4 | ndustrial oil developnment is not conpatible with
5 the val ues and the purposes of a wildlife refuge. A
6 wildlife refuge is just that, a refuge for wildlife, a
7 pl ace where sonme of our fellow animals can |ive out
8 their lives in peace, free fromthe manmade i npacts of
9 an increasingly paved, drilled, and devel oped worl d.
10 I ndustrial oil devel opnment creates spills. That's just
11 a fact. Spills are tracked in the North Slope, as you
12 guys all know, and right now it averages over 1 per day
13 up there during the year.
14 We're here during the scoping process. Scoping
15 needs to nmake sure they consider, \Wat are the inpacts
16 going to be of all those kinds of spills happening in a
17 wldlife refuge? Scoping will need to consider that in
18 other parts of Al aska, where industrial oil devel opnent
19 has taken place, caribou, in particular, avoid it while
20 calving. W know that mgrating caribou may well feel
21 free to wal k down gravel roads or pass pipelines, but
22 studi es have shown us that not only do the caribou
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1 not hers avoi d these areas for calving, but doing so,

2 pl aces themin |l ess desirable | ocations and has led to
3 decreases in their productivity.

4 In the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge, we can

5 wat ch one of the nost spectacular wldlife mgrations
6 anywhere in the world happeni ng every year. The

7 Por cupi ne cari bou herd of al nost 200, 000 ani mal s makes
8 their yearly trek to the Coastal Plain to calve.

9 Ironically, while we're here discussing their fate,

10 they're there right now enjoying the very wildlife

11  val ues which we are debati ng.

12 The Coastal Plain has exactly what they need. It
13 has the protein-rich cotton grass, which a nursing

14 not her needs for a growing calf. It has the ocean

15 breeze, vital to keep the hoards of npbsquitoes away.
16 And this is not a mnor point. W know we | ose cal ves
17 every year just to npbsquitoes.

18 Finally, the Coastal Plain is a relatively

19 predator-free environnent. \When the calves are at

20 their nost vul nerable, one of their primary predators,
21 wolves, are up in the foothills of the Brooks Range

22 having their pups. Scoping needs to consider, Wat's
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1 going to happen to the Porcupine caribou herd if they
2 are displaced fromthis very area, the one that
3 provi des them the nost things that they need during the
4 nost critical time in their lives? It's why our
5 friends, the GMch'in people, are here to defend this
6 area. And we've heard that it's sacred, "lizhik
7 Gnats'an OGmandaii Goodlit," "The Sacred Pl ace Were
8 Life Begins."
9 We stand proudly with the GmMch'in, say oi
10 devel opnment shoul d not happen here. Scoping needs to
11 consider the inpact to themif their livelihood is
12 damaged by industrial oil devel opnent. Scoping should
13 al so consider if industrial oil devel opnent in such a
14  special place is even needed. At this tinme of
15 I ncreasi ng renewabl e energy abundance, the future need
16 for nore oil dimnishes al nost daily.
17 In closing, | understand that scoping is supposed
18 to consider the factors to consider in noving this
19 proposal forward. | would hunbly submt that based on
20 the testinony you' ve heard today, that when all is
21 consi dered, the inescapable conclusion will be that
22 i ndustrial oil devel opnent has no future in the Arctic
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1 National WIdlife Refuge.
2 Thank you.
3 (Appl ause.)
4 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you
5 Nunmber 103.
6 M5. LAURA FRANKLIN: Hello. Thank you for the
7 opportunity to speak. M nane is Laura Franklin. [|'m
8 a high school environnental science teacher. Several
9 of ny students decided to wite letters to Secretary
10 Zinke, and | wanted to read a couple of themto you
11 before I mail them
12 "Dear Secretary Zinke, the Arctic Nationa
13 WIldlife Refuge is ecologically inportant, and it would
14 be a m stake to allow oil conmpanies to use this |and
15 for exploratory drilling. The Arctic National Wldlife
16 Ref uge i s considered one of the nost fragile and
17 ecologically sensitive ecosystens in the world. Its
18 environnment is vulnerable to |ong-Ilasting disturbance
19 because the harsh climte and short grow ng seasons
20 provide little tine for species to recover.
21 "Various types of animals inhabit this region,
22 such as pol ar bears and caribou. Building pipelines
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1 for drilling oil would force these animals to adapt to

2 a new environnent, which would be inpossible for them

3 todo. If drilling for oil occurs in the Arctic

4 National WIdlife Refuge, these species would have

5 I ssues surviving, and over tinme go extinct.

6 "Lastly, extracting oil can be very dangerous,

7  which has been proved in the | ast decade -- proven.

8 Large expl osions can occur while drilling for oil,

9 which was shown during Deepwater Horizon, the oil rig
10 in the Gulf of Mexico. It would be a tragic event if
11 the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge is used for
12 drilling oil, and it would inpact the United States
13 negatively. Sincerely, Bradley."

14 One nore.

15 "To the Honorable Ryan Zinke," | thought that was
16 cute.

17 (Laughter.)

18 M5. LAURA FRANKLIN: "It would be in the best

19 interest of the United States and of our delicate

20 ecosystemthat both you and President Donald Trunp do
21 not," italics, "open up the Arctic National Wldlife
22 Refuge to exploratory drilling.
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1 "The Arctic National WIdlife Refuge is precious,
2 a safe haven for aninmals that are so sensitive to
3 climate change. WIlderness is dwindling in the United
4 States. Al nost 98 percent of our forests and wildlife
5 are vul nerabl e to human di sturbance, and the Arctic
6 National WIldlife Refuge nmakes up part of the 2 percent
7 that is protected, and, nost inportantly, free fromthe
8 web of industrial devel opnent. Mammals, such as the
9 gray wolf and brown bear; birds, such as the snow geese
10 and tundra swans; and fish, such as the Arctic grayling
11 and Dolly Varden; are all dependent on this snal

12 sliver of |and.

13 "If you both you and Donald Trunp do not --," "do
14 decide to open up this aninmal sanctuary terrain, it

15 wll have |l asting consequences and fatal results. The
16 commencenent of Arctic drilling will require a

17 per manent network of pipelines that will cut through

18 the forests and a |l abyrinth of other support

19 structures, such as helipads and exploratory wells,

20 that wll ravage the | andscape.

21 "As controversial as this topic is, it needs to be
22 addressed and taken care of so that our future
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1 generations can | ook back on us with pride and commend
2 us for our preservative efforts. Thank you for your

3 time. Sincerely, Spiro."

4 Thank you.

5 (Appl ause.)

6 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you

7 56.

8 MR. JOHN ROBINSON:  Yes. M nane is John

9 Robi nson. | think Teddy Roosevelt would be turning

10 over in his grave if he saw what was happening to one
11 of the wildlife refuges that he hel ped create the

12 systemof. And I'd like to point out that the idea of
13  sustai nabl e devel opnent based on using up a

14 nonr enewabl e resource is an oxynoron, and all you have
15 to do is | ook at what's happened in nearby West

16 Virginia to the coal towns once those resources were
17 exhausted. The towns have essentially fallen apart.
18 And the only thing that you can say about what woul d
19 happen in Alaska is the towns are nuch snaller and

20 further apart, but the sane fate would -- could be

21 expected to happen there.

22 Waste fromdrilling, conplex hydrocarbons, can
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1 accunul ate in the food chain. As has been pointed out
2 by ot her speakers, they regularly have | eaks in the
3 area where they have drilling, one a day. And we've
4 had the situation in the | ower 48 when resource
5 conpani es have exhausted a resource is they have
6 created subsidiaries and so forth that they then all ow
7 to go bankrupt and then the taxpayers end up paying to
8 cl ean up the ness, which is why we have Superfund sites
9 all over this country.
10 The issue of global warm ng has been brought up.
11 Back when | was enployed, | worked at Goddard Space
12 Flight Center, and one of the things | was involved in
13 was tracking changes in the ice on the Antarctic
14 continent. And one of the nobst recent reports just
15 canme out, the rate of nelting of ice on Antarctica is
16 three tines faster than it was in the '80s and ' 90s
17 when they started nonitoring the rate, and it's
18 accelerating. This will lead to the type of flooding
19 that we've seen in coastal regions, the |loss of coastal
20 villages in places |like Al aska fromthe thaw ng of the
21 per maf rost, as has been nenti oned.
22 Those people who think that they will escape from
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1 t he consequences of gl obal warm ng by dying before
2 things get really intol erable obviously don't live in
3 Puerto Rico or the coastal villages of Alaska or in
4 Houst on or New O| eans.
5 Thank you.
6 (Appl ause.)
7 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you.
8 Nunber 82.
9 MR. KEITH SHUE: M nane is Keith Shue. | live in
10 Cherry Valley, New York. |'man engineer. And |
11 strongly oppose oil and gas drilling in the Arctic
12 National WIldlife Refuge Area 1002.
13 Let's tal k about what those words nean, "Arctic
14 National Wldlife Refuge." "Arctic." This is the only
15 desi gnated refuge | ocated wholly within the Arctic
16 Crcle. It is a docunented fact that the Arctic is
17 warmng twice as fast as the rest of the planet due to
18 human- caused climate change. Polar bears are nost
19 vul nerable to this, having becone increasingly
20 dependent on the Coastal Plain for denning as sea ice
21 recedes.
22 | realize that tackling climte change requires
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1 gl obal action. Sone of that's in our control and sone
2 of it's not. However, preserving the Coastal Plain as
3 a refuge for this iconic species that is endangered

4 because of us is entirely within our power. It is

5 sonething that we can do; it's sonmething that we nust
6 do.

7 The word "National." The refuge is an essenti al
8 part of our national heritage. Two-thirds of

9 Anericans, Republicans and Denocrats, want to see it
10 protected. Conservation nust be a conservative val ue.
11 Let's not forget that this part of Al aska was first

12 prot ected by Republican President Dwm ght D. Ei senhower.
13 In fact, ny own Congressman, Republican John Faso, of
14 New York, signed a letter |ast Novenber with severa

15 ot her Republicans urgi ng House and Senate | eaders to
16 not allowdrilling in the refuge. |'msubmtting a

17 letter -- I"msubmtting that letter today for the

18 record.

19 Equally inmportant, the refuge enbodies the spirit
20 of another nation, that of the Gamch'in, the people who
21 rely on the Porcupine caribou to sustain their culture

22 and their way of l[ife. W're obliged to honor that.
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1 Finally, let's talk about the words "WIldlife
2 Refuge." This place was not naned the Arctic National
3 Ol and Gas Industrial Zone. It was not designated
4 Prudhoe Bay Phase 2. It was designated a wildlife

5 refuge because that is its purpose, to serve as a safe
6 haven for the diversity of species that live there. 1In
7 addition to polar bear and cari bou and nusk oxen,

8 wol ves and over 200 species of mgratory birds rely on
9 this pristine, undisturbed habitat.

10 Each year, mllions of birds make an epic journey
11 fromthis unique place to six continents and all 50

12 States, including Florida, over 5 000 mles away. |'ve
13 [ived in Florida. 1've also lived in New York,

14 Virginia, and California. So while | may have never

15 set foot in the Arctic Refuge, the refuge has quite

16 literally lived with me ny entire life. This makes it
17 a national refuge like no other. It is the sumrer hone
18 of America's wildlife, a hone that will be irreparably
19 harmed if drilling operations and the nyriad of

20 infrastructure associated with those operations were to
21  commence.

22 | inplore each of you not to |let that happen on
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1 your wat ch.

2 The Arctic Refuge is not critical to our energy
3 future; however, protecting its unspoiled natural

4 integrity is absolutely essential to fulfill our noral
5 responsibility to future generations. Do not issue

6 | eases in the -- do not issue leases to drill in the

7 Arctic Refuge. Thank you.

8 (Appl ause.)

9 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you.

10 Nunmber 29. M anf?

11 M5. MARI ANA EGCEA: Hello. M nane is Mariana. |

12 ama rising senior at American University here in D. C
13 | study international relations, and I am concentrating
14 in environnental sustainability and econom c

15 devel opnent. Yes, those two can go together.

16 | am 21 years old. As a young person, | am

17  concerned about the climate inplications of expanding
18 oi | and gas devel opnent on our public I ands, including
19 this proposal to drill in the Arctic National Wldlife
20 Refuge. O course, climate change is a concern in the
21  Arctic, where tenperatures are rising at twice the rate

22 of the rest of the country.
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1 When you consider this drilling proposal, | ask

2 that you consider the cost, the negative externalities
3 of climate change, and the human health effects of

4 toxins released during production and consunption of

5 oil.

6 Wth climate change bei ng one of the greatest

7 threats our natural world faces today, it is concerning
8 that the U. S. Governnent isn't tracking greenhouse gas
9 em ssions from Federal fossil fuel production that

10 occurs on our public lands. The lack of effort to

11 record and understand climte change enissions is

12 out st andi ng given that the Federal Governnent is one of
13 the largest energy asset managers in the world.

14 Limted data | eaves Anericans, the owners of public

15 | ands, and sharehol ders of Federal energy resources, in
16 the dark on the extent to which fossil fuel em ssions
17 frompublic lands are contributing to the rising globa
18 tenperatures.

19 Rushing to sell off one of the nost treasured
20 public lands is irresponsible and reckless. W
21  shouldn't continue to blindly | ease public |ands

22 W t hout considering the inpacts to our clinmate and what
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1 the inpact wll have on the Arctic, on coastal

2 communities, and on others across the country that are

3 at risk.

4 Thank you.

5 (Appl ause.)

6 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you

7 | just want to quickly thank all the speakers.

8 You guys are doi ng an awesone job. Thank you.

9 Nunber 73.

10 MR JOHN NCEL: Happy Friday. 1'm John Noél, with
11 Cean Water Action. | work on oil and gas issues here.
12 I"ve lived and worked in D.C. for |ong enough to know

13 that this public participation process is not right. |
14 know it's not you guys. It's the political |eadership

15 that is trying to create a fal se equi val ency between

16 the Anerican PetroleumlInstitute and ot her groups that

17 profit off of extraction versus the mllions of people

18 who are opposed to this project. So that's just an

19 upfront comment.

20 Energy dom nance is not an energy policy. | think
21 we all knowthat. It's a slogan, and it sounds like it

22 was nmade up by soneone who is not a geol ogi st.
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1 |"mjust going to touch on a collection of stories
2 to add context to this hearing because it doesn't

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

happen in a vacuum

So just yesterday, NPR reported on the inpact of
climate change on oil conpanies in Alaska. So now oi
conpani es are payi ng ot her conpanies to stick huge
tubes full of refrigerant, coolant, in the tundra to
keep it frozen. And the article said that this was
desi gned so that, quote, oil conpanies can squeeze the
| ongest possible oil exploration season into steadily
shrinking winters, end quote.

Sonebody al ready touched on the Antarctica
science. If you're not alarned by that study, you are
not paying attention, as the bunper sticker goes.

Recently, a nunber of financial institutions
announced that they are no longer lending to Arctic oil
projects. The Pope called a neeting with the oil
industry top brass to tal k about restraint and enpathy
for vul nerabl e popul ati ons.

But what do all these things have to do with a
Notice of Intent to drill in the Arctic? This is all

part of a civilizational defense of the natural world,
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1 and it will never let up. A handful of tenporary
2 politicians who have | ost touch with our shared hone
3 wll not change this.
4 But still, the worst part of this whol e charade
5 is, Wio will be left to deal wwth the fallout? |If you
6 | ook at the executives of the oil conpanies that want
7 todrill inthe Arctic, they will be retired in 5 to 10
8 years. Secretary Zinke will be long gone, retired on a
9 ranch, trying to figure out howto rig his fly fishing
10 rod. Who has to deal with the consequences? It is the
11 generation comng up right now, it is the children
12 bei ng born right now, effectively stealing fromthe
13 future, all under the macho posturing of energy
14  dom nance.
15 My only hope today, one of ny only hopes today, is
16 that this is being recorded and archived so a
17  governnent affairs high school class can cone and | ook
18 at it in 20 years and say, "Ww, " sone kid in the back,
19 "Wow, were they really going to hand over the Arctic to
20 the oil industry in 2018, even with a gl obal agreenent
21 and noral inperative to do whatever it takes to pique
22 climate em ssions? That was an actual idea? Thank God
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1 they couldn't pull it off."

2 (Appl ause.)

3 MR. DAVI D BATTS:. Thank you.

4 Nunmber 102.

5 MR, CRAIG STEVENS: Hi. M nane is Craig Stevens.
6 I'"'ma sixth generation | andowner in Silver Lake

7 Townshi p, Pennsylvania. |'mnot here to tell you what
8 oil and gas does for communities. |I'mhere to tell you
9 -- for communities, what it did to mne. That's our

10 well water in northeastern Pennsylvania fromoil and

11 gas drilling. (Shows bottle of dirty water.) You see
12 the swirly stuff? That's diesel and antifreeze.

13 That's what they used to call slickwater, but they

14 don't have the balls to call it slickwater anynore

15 because sonebody w Il ask what slickwater is.

16 Gandhi said it is health that is real wealth, not
17 pi eces of gold and silver, and | believe him Mnaging
18 the resources is not possible if you destroy themin
19 the process. "Mi Waconi," "Water is life." You can't
20 drill your way out of a problemthat you drilled your
21 way into. The U S. oil and gas industry, at $3- to

22 $500 billion, that's half a trillion dollars in debt,
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1 are we going to trust these idiots who can't figure out
2 how to nake a profit on this to drill holes in one of

3 the nost pristine areas on this planet? Not this

4 child.

5 Martin Luther King said injustice anywhere is a

6 threat to justice everywhere. W are caught in an

7 i nescapabl e network of mutuality tied in a single

8 garnment of destiny. Watever effects one directly

9 affects all indirectly, and that neans all of you on

10 the dais.

11 The U.S. used to have 32 inport term nals, and now
12 we have applications for 40 export term nals that

13 i nclude 8 new ones. What? Anerica's fuel -- Anerica's
14 fools is what it is.

15 I njection wells in Pennsylvania didn't exist when
16 | noved there in 2010 to nmy ancestral property. Now we
17 have 70 permtted injection wells because nobody el se
18 wants the waste fromthe drilling in Pennsylvania.

19 Di esel fuel was outlawed in 2005 by |law to be used to

20 drill underground, but it's still being used today in
21 unconventional drilling.
22 Martin Luther King said the true nei ghbor wl|
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1 risk his position, his prestige, and even his life for
2 the welfare of others. Count ne in on that one.
3 Tell President Trunp and his Cabinet to clean up
4 the damage that oil and gas has done to ny community.
5 And if you don't believe nme, tell himto cone and drink
6 it.
7 (Appl ause.)
8 MR. CRAI G STEVENS: "Bad |laws are the worst sort
9 of tyranny,"” said Sir Ednund Burke. Drilling ANVR is
10 an insane idea. Stop this generational suicide, and as
11 | have said to ny children, ny four children, and ny
12 two beautiful grandchildren many tinmes, "No" has saved
13 their Iife nore than ne saying, "Yes." "No, don't
14 cross the street to get a ball on an eight-1ane
15 hi ghway." Listen, folks that's reality. The industry
16 is telling you theory. Tell themto clean up the ness
17 in the United States before they go start drilling
18 holes in other areas.
19 And | want to take ny children and grandchil dren
20 to these parks. And they weren't set aside 100-plus
21 years ago for us to destroy. They're to preserve, and
22 that's a conservative principle, by the way.
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1 Thank you.
2 (Appl ause and cheering.)
3 MR. DAVI D BATTS:. Nunmber 35.
4 MR. CHASE HUNTLEY: H . Thank you. M/ nane is
5 Chase Huntley, and | live in Arlington, Virginia. |

6 work at a conservation organi zati on down the street,
7 but today |I'mhere in ny own personal capacity as a
8 fornmer governnent auditor, as a father, and as a proud
9 publ i c | andowner.
10 As a former auditor, the proposal to | ease for oi
11 in the Arctic Refuge and the Coastal Plain in
12 particular is just an awful deal for taxpayers. Even
13 under the best market conditions, the exorbitant
14 opportunity costs of exploration and production in this
15 pl ace make no sense. But under today's poor narket
16 condi tions, taxpayer interest is not going to be served
17 by this rush to | ease. The option value of the oi
18 itself, even if you agree that it makes sense to pul
19 it out of the ground, which | don't, but if you do, the
20 option value of that resource today versus future
21 markets, it doesn't pencil out.

22 As many of the other speakers have pointed out,

Alderson Court Reporting
1-800-FOR-DEPO www.AldersonReporting.com



Meeting 6/15/2018
Washington, DC Page 171
1 the Departnent may be instructed to | ook at the
2 potential for leasing, but it hasn't abrogated -- the
3 law has not abrogated it fromits other
4 responsibilities, and one of those is fiscal
5 st ewar dshi p.
6 When you | ook at the risk to Native people and the
7 i rrepl aceabl e resources that conme with the potenti al
8 for a spill and the costs that ultinmately are borne by
9 taxpayers for relocation, for cleanup, for reclamation,
10 | certainly hope that that's being factored into your
11 considerations. But it especially nmakes no sense when
12 tremendous new finds are found just |less than 100 mles
13 away. Wth the scope and the possibility of the oil
14 finds that have been announced by majors in the NPRA
15 and adj acent areas, froman auditor's perspective, it
16 just does not make sense to think about opening yet
17 another new area that is not serviced by
18 infrastructure, that cones with trenmendous risk, and
19 that, frankly, puts people who really do matter at huge
20 risk.
21 And as a father, that's a point I want to dwell on
22 alittle bit nore because | sinply can't overl ook the
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1 existential threat that drilling in the Coastal Plain
2 presents to the GuMch'in people. They rely on the
3 caribou for food. W' ve heard a nunber of other
4  speakers speak to the acadenic side of this, but the
5 fact is the right to feed their famlies and continue a
6 traditional lifestyle has to trunp the prospect of oil
7 devel opnent. No anmpbunt of oil should ever outweigh
8 fundanental human rights.
9 And as a proud public | andowner, | have to say
10 that the decision to lease, it has to depend heavily on
11 what the Anerican public have to say. You've gotten a
12 taste fromat least 12 different States, by ny count,
13 in this one neeting held late on a Friday afternoon in
14  Washington, D.C. And | can only inmagi ne what the
15 comrent process is going to turn up when you read
16 through the dozens of witten coments that get
17 submtted. | do wish that there were nore
18 opportunities like this so that you could hear the
19 anger and frustration of the American people, which
200 wll be expressed in witing, and we're going to help
21 try to anplify it over the next few nonths.
22 Qur public | ands have powered this Nation for nore
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1 than a century, and they're going to continue to

2 provi de energy of all Kkinds, hopefully nore renewabl e
3 than fossil, for years to conme, but gone are the days
4 when the energy industry is the only tenant of concern
5 on our public | ands.

6 You're going to continue to hear overwhel m ng

7 opposition because this idea is sinply wong. It's

8 financially irresponsible, it's a violation of

9 fundanental human rights, and it's inconsistent with
10 mul ti ple use, and for that reason, | really urge you
11 guys not to nove forward with this. Congress required
12 you to take a look at it, but your other statutory

13 obl i gations give you the opportunity to decide not to

14 nove ahead.

15 (Appl ause.)

16 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you

17 M5. MARI SSA KNODEL: Good evening. M nane is
18 Mari ssa Knodel. | live in Washington, D.C, and work

19 at Associ ate Legislative Counsel at Earthjustice, a
20 nonprofit environnental |aw firmthat works on behal f
21 of thousands of clients to enforce, defend, and

22 strengthen our Nation's bedrock environnental |aws.
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1 Today | am speaking on behal f of Earthjustice and

2 over 36,000 of our nenbers, who have already submtted

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

conmments in opposition to oil and gas devel opment on
the Coastal Plain and anywhere within the Arctic
Nati onal WIldlife Refuge.

The Arctic Refuge was established for the purpose
of , quote, preserving unique wildlife, wlderness, and
recreational val ues, values such as being hone to
endanger ed species, |ike the polar bear, habitat for
t housands of migratory birds, and the cal ving grounds
of the Porcupine caribou herd.

The Coastal Plain of the Arctic Refuge is
consi dered sacred by the GmMch'in, who have sustained
t hensel ves and their culture on this land for
centuries, and call it "The Sacred Pl ace Were Life
Begins.” An oil and gas |leasing programis
fundanental |y inconpatible with these val ues.

Ol and gas drilling woul d have devastating and
irreversible inpacts on the people and wildlife for
whom the Arctic Refuge is hone as well as on our
climate. Recent scientific research concludes that

Arctic oil and gas reserves nust remain in the ground
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1 to avoid dangerous |evels of global warm ng.

2 In addition, oil devel opnent would emt dangerous
3 levels of toxic pollutants that can lead to respiratory
4 i1l nesses and ot her health problens anong the | fupi at

5 communities that [ive on the Coastal Plain.

6 Expl orati on and devel opnent of oil and gas on the
7 Coastal Plain is irresponsible and unnecessary at a

8 time when we should be transitioning to a renewabl e

9 energy future.

10 The draft EI'S nust include thorough and conplete
11 assessnents and anal ysis of the potential inpacts of
12 expl orati on, devel opnent, and operations, including

13 seism c surveys, |land disturbance, noise, construction
14 of supporting infrastructure, and transportation and
15 delivery of equipnent to the |and, vegetation,

16 wldlife, air and water quality, climte, and

17  subsistence, recreational, economc, cultural, and

18 scientific research activities. Earthjustice requests
19 the BLMinclude a no-leasing alternative in its draft
20 El S.

21 Finally, the expedited tineline on which this

22 proposed oil and gas |ease programis proceeding is
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1 reckl ess and dangerous. Trying to conplete a thorough
2 and accurate EIS in an area as ecologically and

3 culturally rich and sensitive as the Coastal Plain in

4 |less than a year is sinply unrealistic.

5 The Arctic Refuge nust not be auctioned off to the
6 hi ghest bidder in the oil industry. The values for

7 which the refuge was established are i nmeasurabl e

8 conpared to those dirty profits. Earthjustice has and
9 wll continue to stand proudly with the GM ch'in people
10 and the large majority of the American people who

11 oppose drilling on the Coastal Plain, to defend it and

12 the entire refuge.

13 Thank you for your consideration of nmy comments.
14 (Appl ause.)

15 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you.

16 Nunber 60.

17 M5. MARYANNE ADAMS: Hello, panel. M nane is

18 Maryanne Adans. | am Conservation Chair for the

19 Onondaga Audubon Society. And | live in Upstate New
20  York.

21 For many years, the m ssion of the Bureau of Land

22 Managenent has been to sustain the health, diversity,
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1 and productivity of the public lands for the use and
2 enj oynent of future generations. The Arctic National
3 WIdlife Refuge is a place that deserves protection in
4 perpetuity. That is why | vehenently oppose oi
5 drilling in this magnificent biologically diverse
6 ecosystem Devel opnent woul d be especially devastating
7 for the birds that have used the Coastal Plain as a
8 breeding ground for mllennia. This area is a nursery
9 for birds from6 continents and 48 States, a place to
10 rai se the next generation. The fact that Arctic terns
11 fly 12,000 miles fromAntarctica to breed and rai se
12 their young up there indicates how i nportant the refuge
13 I'S.
14 Al nost every bird species on Earth is already in
15 decline due to habitat |oss, climte change, and
16 pollution. Adding the |loss of a crucial breeding
17 ground woul d significantly accelerate the decline of
18 all the species that depend on the refuge for
19 reproduction. Birds that would radically be inpacted
20 by opening the refuge to drilling are the 23 shorebird
21 speci es that use the refuge during their breeding
22 cycl e.
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1 Birders in the lower 48 are very well aware of
2 opportunities to catch glinpses of the iconic species
3 i ke the buff-breasted sandpi per, who follow flyways
4 over the continent on their journey north. Because
5 they nest on the ground in the open, they are
6 particularly vulnerable to predators. Predators are
7 drawn to manmade di sturbance. In addition, in order to
8 drill for oil, roads, buildings, and industri al
9 facilities would need to be built. This would fragnent
10 and degrade the habitat so nuch that nests woul d either
11 be abandoned or not built at all.
12 Breedi ng birds woul d experience | ess nesting
13  success and popul ation decline would result.
14 There is no such thing as drilling responsibly
15 unl ess you consider that you' d be responsible for
16 negati ve i npact on bird popul ati on.
17 Can the Bureau of Land Managenent stand up to
18 profiteers and say, "No, oil drilling in the Arctic
19 National WIldlife Refuge runs contrary to our m ssion
20 to ensure the enjoynent and use of the refuge for
21  future generations"?
22 It's clear that there is great pressure to open
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1 the refuge to drilling. Joe Balash, President Trunp's
2 appoi ntee for Assistant Interior Secretary for Land and
3 M neral s Managenent, said the new m ssion is devel opi ng
4 our resources there is an inportant facet for neeting
5 our Nation's energy demands and achi evi ng energy

6 dom nance. Please do not sacrifice the Arctic National
7 WIldlife Refuge in order to reach this dubious goal.

8 I nstead, keep the facets sparkling on the gemthat is

9 the wlderness here in Alaska. Future generations

10 deserve you to protect it.

11 Thank you.

12 (Appl ause.)

13 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you

14 Nunber 74. |s nunber 74 in the roonf

15 (No audi bl e response.)

16 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Ckay. W're going to nbve over

17 to 122. Do we have nunber 1227

18 (No audi bl e response.)

19 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Ckay. 21?7 No 21?

20 DR. CHARLENE STERN:. |'m here.

21 MR. DAVID BATTS. Right there. kay, thank you.
22 DR. CHARLENE STERN: M nane is Dr. Charl ene
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1 Stern, and | amfromArctic Village, Alaska. | am

2 Gm ch'in. M grandfather was a caribou hunter. M

3 uncl es were caribou hunters. M brother is a caribou
4 hunter. And one day ny 5-year-old son will grow to be
5 a cari bou hunter, provided that the Porcupine caribou
6 continues to exist, and provided that they continue to
7 be a healthy herd, and that the aninmals thenselves are
8 heal t hy enough to be consunmed, and al so provi ded that
9 these caribou continue to mgrate within range of our
10 conmuni ti es.

11 Wth this | easing program those things are called
12 into question. There have been coments made about how
13 ot her herds have | earned to coexi st with devel opnent,
14 but I want to point out the fact that those

15 devel opnents did not occur in their birthing grounds,
16 which is an entirely different situation altogether.
17 In addition to being GMch'in, | amalso a

18 researcher, and as a researcher, | understand the

19 critical inportance of good data to inform decision-
20 maki ng. Currently, the harvest data that we have is
21 adequate. What data we do have is limted and

22 outdated. In order for the ANILCA 1-0 -- 180 process
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1 to be done conpetently, nore data needs to collected on
2 regi onal and | ocal harvests, subsistence harvests. The
3 caribou and the Coastal Plain and all the resources

4 that depend upon it are shared resources. The Gmch'in
5 aren't just neighbors down the street fromthis place.
6 W are both historic and active users of the resources
7 that depend upon it.

8 As a researcher, | have also |earned that for

9 every study conducted, there are limtations, and there
10 are also counter-studies that often conclude sonething
11 different or the opposite. W heard earlier about a

12 study that indicated that the quality of life, such as
13 |ife expectancy and other indicators, are increasing on
14 the North Slope. | hope that that's true. If it

15 woul d, it would nake them an exception to nost of the
16 rest of the Arctic, where indigenous peoples have sone
17 of the highest rates of suicide, premature death,

18 violence, and other negative health indicators.

19 When we -- nost villages that | know experience
20 these things |like ny owmn. Caribou and npbose are sone
21 of the first things that our communities harvest in

22 order to provide for the famly. They provide sone
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1 confort as our famlies go through grieving. They are
2 there for our celebrations. They're an inportant part
3 of our spirituality and our com ng together as we cope
4 with different life events.

5 Lastly, | want to say that | have a degree in

6 community planning, and | have been trained

7 professionally to facilitate public processes like

8 these, and | know firsthand the inportance of feeling

9 good about the quality and breadth of such processes.
10 There have been many concerns expressed about the

11 expedited nature of this process, and even though it is
12 unjust to many and poses an undue burden on GmM ch'in

13 communities, we have to engage because it endangers our
14 way of life and we have no other choice. W flew a

15 |l ong way to be here today -- be here today, and we pl an

16 to be there every step of the way to ensure that our

17 interests are represented.

18 Mahsi ' .

19 (Appl ause.)

20 MR. DAVI D BATTS:. Thank you.

21 Nunmber 81.

22 MR. GARETT REPPENHAGEN. Thank you. | left to
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1 one-site unit training weeks after the attacks on 9/11.
2 | becanme a Cavalry Scout, a sniper, for the U S. Arny,
3 First Infantry Division. You know, | conme froma

4 famly of mlitary. M father served in Vietham He's
5 buried in Fort Logan Cenetery in Denver. Both of ny

6 grandfathers served in Wrld War 1I. M father,

7 Edward, is named after ny great-uncle, who died in the
8 Battl e of the Bul ge.

9 You know, when | was in lraq, | would be on sniper

10 m ssions, and |I'd often close ny eyes and dream | was

11 in sone better place, you know, usually sonme nountain
12 terrain. | conme from Col orado. You know, one sni per
13 m ssion, | renmenber it was hot, about 130 degrees, and
14 |"msitting there in ny ghillie suit, which is, you

15 know, a canoufl aged suit made of wool, and we're

16 sitting in a garbage dunp overseeing a road | ooking for
17 peopl e planting | EDs, roadside bonbs, that are killing
18 my friends. And, you know, | was going to ny happy

19 place trying to -- trying to get away, and ny spotter,

20 Sergeant Wat ki ns, nudges ne, and he's -- you know, he

21 knew nmy routine, and he was |ike, "Wat are you

22 thinking about?" And | told him "I'mthinking about
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1 the Arctic Ocean, |I'mthinking about icebergs floating
2 in the Arctic OCcean.” And he | aughed at ne. And
3 little did | know years later nmy dream woul d cone true.
4 | cane hone with serious PTSD, hypervigilance, night
5 terrors, noral injury, the whole gamut of PTSD, and |
6 naturally instinctively went outdoors, and it saved ny
7 life. And | got an opportunity to go to the Arctic
8 National WIldlife Refuge and canoe the Canning River
9 for 12 days, and it was lifesaving. It was just an
10 amazing wld place, and it's so unique.
11 And | signed up to defend "the |land of the free,"
12 and | can't think of any other place in the world that
13 was nore free than that place. You could walk mles in
14 any direction, and no natter what your color of skin,
15 your religion preference, your sexual identity, no
16 matter who you are, that land will treat you the sane,
17 the rainstormis going to treat you the sane, the
18 grizzly bear is going to treat you the sane. It is --
19 it istruly wild and free. And it's Anmerican. |It's
20 uni quely Anerican. And we have the responsibility and
21 the honor and privilege of protecting it and defending
22 it. And, you know, these places are part of our
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1 identity, who makes us up, and we should treasure them
2 And, you know, another thing | fought to protect
3 is our Constitution. And | want to make sure that this
4 process is truly denocratic. You know, | think we
5 shoul d be nore honest and nore capable of holding a
6 good true hearing, all of the Nation, so everybody has
7 an opportunity to give their comments to you peopl e and
8 to talk to you about how they feel about the National
9 Arctic WIdlife Refuge.
10 So do what honors the people who have served and
11 sacrificed and, you know, truly honor the Constitution
12 and nmeke this a denocratic process.
13 Thank you.
14 (Appl ause.)
15 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Nunber 91.
16 MR. JIM PEPPER. Good evening. M nanme is Jim
17 Pepper. | first noved to Anchorage in 1974. | first
18 noved to Fairbanks in 1983. | have worked in a | ot of
19 different parts of the country. I'mretired now, but
20 we cane to Washington for work, and that's why |I'm here
21 now.
22 This is a world historical nonment. | know t hat
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1 you all probably feel that your higher status

2 col | eagues are not the ones who are having to sit here
3 listening to these conversations, and because you

4 probably feel it, you don't have nuch influence on what
5 the outcone is going to be today. And you're going to
6 | ook at and hear these comments fromthese people, and
7 you're going to dism ss them because you' re going to be
8 able to call them-- you're going to be able to dism ss
9 them because you're going to call thempolitica

10 comments, and they're vote comments, and they don't

11 have anything to do with substance, and they don't have
12 anything to do with a new insight into the eval uation
13 or any kind of inpact or analysis that you need to

14  provide.

15 But |'m suggesting to you that because this is a
16 world historical nonent, that you really need to kick
17  out your standard of evaluation, and even if you feel
18 that you're at the bottom of the pecking order in your
19 group and that's the only reason you're sitting here
20 today, because everybody knows this is a done deal,
21  consider the words, because words have neaning. W

22 know t hat words can kill, but words can do even worse
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1 than that, they can deaden the spirit of this country,
2 and the cynicismthat we can create when we take a

3 process that is supposed to have neaning and turn it

4 into sonething that is debased. People can |lose their
5 confidence in the agencies that they work for, they can
6 | ose their belief inthe United States Governnent. So
7 ' msuggesting to you that when you eval uate these

8 coments tonight, or the other ones you' ve received in
9 witing or in speeches, that you consider what they

10 mean to America because they're going to have tangible
11 i mpacts on our future.

12 We have a group | ed by the Bureau of Land

13 Managenent, which is an agency set up by FLPMA in order
14 to basically be a multiple-use agency, and we have the
15 WIldlife Refuge Service, which nmanages these 19 mllion
16 acres, which is in a secondary role, even though its

17 | egi sl ation requires the agency to consider the

18 conpatibility test when it evaluates oil and gas

19 devel opnent. You've got an existing systemwthin the
20 Ref uge Admi ni stration Act that allows you to properly
21  consider how to bal ance wi | derness and subsi stence

22 values and wldlife values with the significance of the
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1 oil and gas devel opnent, and you' ve got professionals

2 in an agency that actually know how to do this. And,
3 i nstead, what are you doi ng?
4 So | would just suggest to you that you consi der

5 the social, the economc, value of what you' re doing
6 because it's going to degrade an Anerica that already

7 has nmen with guns in wildlife refuges. And so these

8 are significant and real. Thank you.

9 (Appl ause.)

10 MR. DAVI D BATTS:. Thank you.

11 W' || nove over to nunber 49.

12 M5. JENNIE GOSCHE: My nane is Jennie Gosche, and
13 I live in Kensington, Maryland. | strongly oppose oil

14 and gas drilling in the Arctic National Wldlife

15 Refuge. | have been to the refuge. | ama pol ar bear
16  photographer. By day, | work as a therapist for

17 Mont gonmery County, Maryland, Governnent, but when |'m
18 not working, | amdream ng of the Arctic. The cold

19 air, the overcast sky, the deep quiet. The roads are
20 few, and only in the Native villages, such as Kaktovik,
21 where | was in 2016, to photograph the Beaufort Sea

22 pol ar bears.
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1 Pol ar bears are listed as threatened under the

2 Endangered Species Act. And it's interesting to note

3 they were the first mammal added to the |ist because of

4 climate change. It is estinmated that nore than 40

5 percent of the Beaufort Sea pol ar bears now den on | and

6 near Kaktovi k because there is not enough ice on which

7 to den. The pregnant polar bears go into the birthing

8 dens in Novenber or in Decenber and have their cubs.

9 They don't cone out until March or April. The Fish and
10 WIldlife Service designated 77 percent of the 1002 of
11 the refuge as critical denning habitat for polar bears.
12 Ol and gas exploration and drilling would
13 certainly disrupt the denning nother polar bears and
14 may cause themto abandon their dens. That woul d nean
15 certain death for the cubs. Wen | visited Kaktovik, |
16 was particularly happy to see the healthy cubs. Two
17 not hers had three cubs, and that's -- the three were in
18 that picture. And others had two. The cubs appeared
19 wel | fed, happy, and were certainly playful. Watched
20 over by their always vigilant nothers, the cubs played
21 and slept all day. The |fAupiats of Kaktovik share

22 their whale neat wwth the polar bears since so many are
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1 now staying on shore during the warnmer nonths.
2 O 1 and gas devel opnent will change the 1002
3 forever. The conpanies attenpting to drill in the
4 Arctic National WIldlife Refuge insist they will work
5 in wnter, use ice roads that will nelt, and their work
6 wll not disturb the wildlife. Having been to the 1002
7 and the refuge, | don't see how that will be possible.
8 Ol rigs, flares, trucks, people, power Iines,
9 pollution, oil spills, all of that will irreparably
10 damage the 1002. When the Porcupine caribou arrive in
11 the 1002 in the spring fromtheir long mgration from
12 Canada to have their calves, wll they be net by oil
13 rigs, pollution, and oil spills? W can't allow that
14  to happen.
15 This pristine place nust remain free of
16 devel opnent for the GM ch'in people, who depend on the
17 wildlife for their subsistence lifestyle, and for the
18 pol ar bears, who depend on the open spaces in the 1002
19 to den and safely raise their cubs.
20 Pl ease do not allow oil and gas exploration and
21 drilling in the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge.
22 Thank you.
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1 (Appl ause.)
2 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you
3 Nunmber 90.
4 M5. MYRA THUMVA: Thank you. M nane is Myra
5 Thumma. ['ma Guch'in. |I'mfromNative Village of
6 Venetie. | also serve on the board. And |I'malso a

7 menber of Native Village of Venetie Tribal Governnent.
8 And this is ny third scoping neeting. | went to Arctic
9 Village, Venetie, and here.

10 And you guys heard the voice of ny people, how

11 they depend on the caribou. |It's their life. Qur life
12 Is at stake, and this is our cultural way of life, and
13 that's going to be disturbed. And | just want to thank

14 everybody that was here, our supporters, and | thank

15 you.
16 And | speak behalf of ny people. | don't
17 represent nyself, | represent nmy people, who they are,

18 who we are, how we live. And we deeply depend on

19 caribou. We live the cultural lifestyle. Qur life is
20 at stake. W have identity. W know who we are. |
21 know ny grandparents, | know ny parents, | know who ny

22 auntie. And we all strongly oppose drilling in the
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1 Arctic National Wildlife. This place, where the life
2 begins. It's a sacred place for the birthing place of
3 the caribou.

4 Wiy is this place really inportant where the

5 caribou is really attracted to this place? It's a

6 pl ace where they go. |It's a special place that they

7 only go every year. And it's special. And that place

8 Is going to be disturbed. And it's -- | nean, it's --
9 it hurts me because, you know, | think about ny kids,
10 ny people, and it's -- we're human beings. W have the

11 human rights. W have sovereignty rights. And we have
12 the right to speak up. W're Anericans.

13 My son went to Iraq, Afghanistan, served this

14 country. And |I'mjust thankful that he is back safe.
15 And we have our Al aska Senators who does not support us
16 at all. This is American, and all you guys panel

17 there, you guys are from Al aska. You know how we |i ve.
18 This place where the caribou are -- well, you know ny

19 story. Thank you.

20 (Appl ause.)
21 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you.
22 Nunber 64.
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1 M5. REBECCA ASHLEY: H . M nane is Rebecca
2 Ashley. | amfromLake Placid, New York. And I

3 strongly oppose fossil fuel devel opnent on the Coast al

4 Plain. 1've never been to the Arctic Refuge before,
5 i ke many Anericans in this country. However, the nore
6 | learn about the threats of oil devel opnent that --

7 and the risks that they pose there, the nore | feel for
8 my own -- for our country, as the admnistration's

9 agenda to rush the EI'S and open the Coastal Plain

10 represents the worst parts of our history, the sanme

11 hi story of colonization that we have tried to hide, a
12 history that is so horrific it's not often di scussed or
13 acknow edged, when as a country we need to acknow edge
14 the truth of this nmonent. W need to decide that we'll
15 do better. And we cannot disregard the biol ogical,

16 cultural, and the climate inpacts that drilling in the
17 Arctic Refuge will have.

18 As a 24-year-old journalist and organizer, |'ve

19 spent the past year working with nmy community to raise
20 awar eness about the issue of climte change and the
21 opportunities that we have, as MIlennials, this year,

22 as one of the |argest blocks of the electorate, to vote
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10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

for a Congress who will take action on things |ike
climate change, to vote for a Congress who understands
that an assault on one conmmunity is an assault on all
conmuni ti es.

| just wanted to share that in the last m dterm
el ection, only 41 percent of people in this country
voted for their Menber in Congress. Only 20 percent of
people in ny generation, those of us between 18 and 35,
that is, voted at all. | think it's inportant to
underscore this because the |ack of transparency and
the accountability that has been such a trend of this
adm ni stration, such as the provision in the tax bil
to open up the refuge for drilling, it's woken up the
Mllennials in this country, it's woken up everybody,
and it's a mdtermyear. |If the admnistration was
paying attention, if they were thinking rationally,
t hey woul d make better choices for all people in this
country, not just a few of us.

In closing, | want to add that | hope the
Departnment will consider the conversations that they
wll have to have with their children, as their

decision to drill in the Arctic is only going to

Alderson Court Reporting

1-800-FOR-DEPO www.AldersonReporting.com



Meeting 6/15/2018
Washington, DC Page 195

1 accelerate the climate crisis. Drilling there wll

2 create em ssions equivalent to 898 coal plants, or 767
3 mllion cars. | cannot conprehend how t he Depart nment

4 of Interior could ignore the climte inpacts that our

5 country and other parts of the world are already

6 facing, fromhigh tenperatures that are fueling

7 unprecedented stornms across the country that our

8 communities are paying the price for, fromwldfires to
9 fl oods and hurricanes and heat waves deened "Lucifer."

10 | encourage you all to look at this issue fromthe
11 multiple dinensions that it has. |[It's not just an

12 environnmental issue, it's a humans right issue, it's an
13 econom c issue, it's a social justice issue, it's a

14  public health issue.

15 Thank you.
16 (Appl ause.)
17 MR. DAVID BATTS: Al right. [Is nunber 51 in-

18 house?

19 (No audi bl e response.)

20 MR. DAVID BATTS: Al right. Just -- you guys did
21 an awesone job with speaking and did wonderful in

22 keeping us on track. So instead of draw ng nunbers
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1 here, can | just see a nunber of hands of people that

2 still would like to speak that have not spoken yet?
3 (Show of hands.)
4 MR. DAVID BATTS: kay. So if you have not spoken

5 yet and you would like to speak, if you could please

6 come up front, and we'll let folks that have not had
7 the chance at the m crophone, we'll get you up here
8 first. Conme on down up front, we'll get you organi zed.

9 And if you can just nmake sure we get you to sign your
10 name Wi th our m crophone keepers, they'll get you

11 si t uat ed.

12 Mol Iy, do you want to queue up over here first?
13 Go ahead and speak, and we'll get you afterwards.
14 M5. DEANA STEEGE: Thank you for letting us speak
15 I f our nunmbers were not chosen.

16 | first wanted to give a shout-out to 10 people

17  who have been sitting since probably 7:00 a.m this
18 nor ni ng, who drove here from New York State because
19 they were not allowed an opportunity to attend the
20 public hearing in their State, so thank you all to
21 those 10 people, and everybody el se.

22 (Appl ause.)
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1 MS. DEANA STEEGE: M nane is Deana Steege. | am
2 the Director of National Qutreach wth Defenders of
3 Wildlife. | live herein D.C. And | amhere to
4 strongly oppose any oil and gas | easing on the Coast al
5 Plain of the Arctic National WIdlife Refuge.
6 75 percent of the Coastal Plain is designated as
7 critical habitat for the endangered pol ar bears, as we
8 have heard a | ot about tonight already. As sea ice
9 continues to nelt due to climte change, pregnant
10 females fromthe southern Beaufort Sea pol ar bear
11 popul ati on are increasingly forced to cone ashore to
12 birth and rear their young. Wat w |l happen to this
13 species when their honme is invaded by and entangl ed
14 with oil rigs, roads, pipeline, other infrastructure?
15 We know from a Septenber 15, 2017, report fromthe
16 New York Tinmes that the scars of these devel opnents
17 never really go away, as shown by satellite inages of
18 the first and only oil rig ever drilled and established
19 in arefuge in the 1980s, remants of which still scar
20 the Earth today. And still to this day we do not know
21 how much or how little oil was actually produced from
22 this site.
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1 The Arctic Refuge is a unique and unparalleled
2 | andscape, honme not only to polar bears, but to nusk

3 oxen, wolves, Arctic fox, nearly 200 species of

4 magratory birds, the Porcupine caribou herd, that

5 sustains and maintains the GMch'in Nation, a culture

6 that has survived and thrived off this species for

7  thousands of years.

8 This hasty and shortsighted plan to pl ow t hrough

9 the |lease sale process and conplete the EISin 1 year
10 is a clear indication that the admnistration has its
11 sights set on drilling in this renote region no natter
12 the cost and no matter the opposition fromthe majority
13 of Anmericans. The fact that 49 States were offered one
14  hearing outside of Alaska is a clear indication that

15 the admnistration is noving forward at whatever cost.
16 It is our noral obligation to protect this iconic
17 | andscape for the Gamch'in, who depend on it for their
18 culture and way of life. It is our noral obligation to
19 protect this | andscape for the wldlife who give birth
20 there and who are part of sone of the greatest

21 bi odi versity in the Nation. And it is our noral

22 obligation to protect this | andscape for the benefit of
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1 future generations who need clean air to breathe and
2 cl ean water to drink and whose chances of grow ng up on
3 a planet that afford themthese basic necessities
4 di m ni shes with every new oil and gas program devel oped
5 around t he gl obe.
6 Thank you.
7 (Appl ause.)
8 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you. And if you could
9 pl ease wite your card nunber on that.
10 Ckay, ma' an?
11 M5. VENDY HALL: Hello. M nane is Wendy Hall,
12 and | amthe founder of the Adirondack Wl dlife Refuge.
13 I have been a wildlife rehabilitator for over 45 years.
14  And the changes that we've seen from our indicator
15 species are astounding in not a good way.
16 | have heard and been very inspired by these
17 speakers. | had no -- | had no plans to speak, but I'm
18 -- it just -- just touches ne in a way that | nust talk
19 about one exanple that is not the Arctic National
20 Wl dlife Refuge, but in the Adirondack Park, which is
21 also a protected area, as a wildlife rehabilitator, ny
22 intern and |, sitting over there, have just -- the nost
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1 recent case we had was three beautiful gray fox kits

2 that we thought were abandoned by the nother. W

3 weren't sure. So we had people keep an eye on themin
4 a State park. Wuen it was reported to ne that she

5 hadn't returned and the kits were freezing and dyi ng,
6 we took themin, as we often do.

7 What happened was these animals were so covered

8 wthticks of three different varieties that we have

9 pictures of, they were dying of literally being

10 poi soned by these horrible creatures that are an

11 absol ute sign of climte change. WlIl, the nother did
12 return about 3 or 4 days later, so covered with ticks
13 that she basically crawed to the den, and we had

14 already had the kits that nmy intern spent all night

15 pulling the ticks off of.

16 | f you people don't believe in this, then you nust
17 need to understand the difference. These aninals,

18 which this is what | do, I'ma wldlife rehabilitator,
19 there are so many nore exanples of this. Wat you're
20 doing in the Arctic | don't understand. W need to
21 take care of so many nore absolutely vitally inportant

22 situations now with our nature that exists in a
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1 prot ected park.
2 That's all | have to say. And thank you for the
3 brilliant speakers that | heard today. Thank you.
4 (Appl ause.)
5 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you.
6 M5. TARA MLLER H. M nane is Tara Mller.
7 drove down from Upstate New York to be here this
8 norning. It would have been great to have a hearing a
9 little closer to hone. | wote up a statenent, which
10 ["l'l submt for the record, but a |ot of those great
11 poi nts have been nade already, so instead |I'd like to
12 tell you about nmy parents and how that relates to this
13 process.
14 So | conme fromCortland County in Upstate New
15 York. W have a landfill in the county. Qur county
16 | egislators inforned us the landfill is |osing noney,
17 so we've got to do sonmething about it. So they
18 proposed sonething called "Ash for Trash,"” which was to
19 accept incinerated trash ash froman incinerator north
20 of us and take that into our landfill. Now, that has a
21 | ot of really devastating inplications for our
22 groundwat er, for health, for the surroundi ng
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1 conmuni ti es.
2 So, going back, the first thing is we were told
3 that our landfill was |osing noney. M nom actually

4 went through and crunched the nunbers, did sone proper
5 accounting on it. The landfill is not actually | osing
6 noney, and there are a | ot better ways than inporting

7 toxic ash to solve this problem | think that's pretty

8 simlar to what's going on wwth the Arctic, selling oil

9 | eases in the Arctic Refuge is not the best way to pay
10 for tax breaks for mllionaires and billionaires.
11 So | esson number one: take the tine, take the

12 time to go through the nunbers to see what is the best
13 econonmi cally feasible plan for the problemyou' re

14 1 ooking to solve.

15 And so ny parents hel ped with other community

16 menbers to forma citizen group to go through to | ook
17 at the science, to do the job that our county

18 | egi sl ators weren't doing, weren't properly going

19 through all of this information, weren't doing due

20 di i gence on what could be a very serious health crisis
21  for our community. And this has been going on for

22 years.
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1 Lesson nunber two: take the tinme for going
2 through fromproposing this legislation to drill in the
3 Arctic and planning to sell |eases fewer than 2 years
4 |ater? That's not enough tinme to go through everything

5 everyone has been bringing up today, all of these very
6 serious issues, not just at a county |evel, sonething
7 that ny community has been dealing with for years,

8 goi ng through all of this information, going through

9 the environnental inpact assessnment process. And this
10 has been going on for years al ready, enough tinme for
11 the community group ny parents started to be having

12 squabbl es about who shoul d be running neetings and

13 comng up with agendas. So to go through sonething

14  that has such huge national and international

15 inplications with this rushed of a process, with this
16 limted nunber of public hearings, access to public --
17 havi ng everyone have their voices heard adequately.

18 This is not enough tinme at this |evel.

19 So | urge you, take the tine, take the tine that
20 IS necessary to go through all of this and to do due
21 diligence for this inportance pl ace.

22 Thank you.
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1 (Appl ause.)
2 MR. DAVI D BATTS:. Thank you.
3 Ckay. M anf?
4 M5. PAT WADLI NGTON: Hi. Thank you for letting ne
5 speak. | don't have anything prepared. |'m speaking
6 fromny heart. M nane is Pat Wadlington. [|I'mfrom
7 Bl ack River, New York. That is about an hour and a
8 hal f north of Syracuse. | am deeply concerned about
9 the aspect of drilling especially on the plateau, but
10 in the Arctic National Refuge because there is very
11 limted know edge of how rmuch oil or gas m ght actually
12 conme out of this drilling, and the danage and costs
13 that would be incurred would far exceed what we m ght
14 actually get out of it. And | urge you to think very
15 careful ly about what we're doing, and is it really
16 worth it?
17 Thank you for this tine.
18 (Appl ause.)
19 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you.
20 M5. PAT PARKHURST: H. I'mPat. |'mfrom
21 Upstate New York. And I'mgoing to read a letter from
22 a 12-year-old nanmed Faith, and she's from Upstate New

Alderson Court Reporting

1-800-FOR-DEPO www.AldersonReporting.com



Meeting 6/15/2018
Washington, DC Page 205
1 York, and she could not be here.
2 "Q | conmpanies want to drill in nultiple places,
3 but do they know whose hones they are ruining? There
4 are so many beautiful and phenomenal aninmals out there,
5 and if we don't do sonething, those animals are going
6 to lose their honmes and have no place to go. Wat if
7 someone canme and wanted to tear down your hone? What
8 would you do? How would that make you feel? Were
9 would you go?
10 "My point is that animls have feelings, too. The
11 pl aces you are drilling are honmes of many ani nal s,
12 i ncl udi ng the Porcupi ne cari bou. They need food,
13 wat er, a clean and heal thy environnment, and, nost
14 inportantly, a safe habitat in which to live. M
15 friends and | feel very strongly about the aninmals that
16 would be losing their hones if you decide to drill for
17 oil in the Arctic National Wldlife Refuge. W care
18 about the people and aninmals that |ive there and wll
19 speak for them because if you ruin their hones, not
20 only will you destroy their way of life, but our entire
21 world will be affected by the harm caused to our
22 environnment by drilling for gas and oil."
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1 It's totally insane. | nean, dig dowmn. Talk to

2 your children, talk to your grandchildren, and | ook

3 themin the eyes. This is not the right thing to do.

4 And t hank you.

5 (Appl ause.)

6 M5. ANNA DAVI DSON:  (Speaking in Al aska Native

7 | anguage.) M nane is Anna Davidson. |I'ma Yup'ik

8 Eskimo from southwest Alaska in a village called

9 Akiachak. [It's near Bethel. And |I'mhere as an Al aska
10 Native in support with the Gamch'in people, and I have
11 supported them for the | ast al nost 29 years.

12 And | helped ny fellow Yup'ik people wite letters
13 to Congressnen sayi hg we oppose because we oursel ves

14 live off the land. W fish. Salnon is our main food,
15 and it's very inportant to us that we have food for the
16 wnter. Every summer, as far as | can renenber, and
17 all the stories | heard fromny ancestors, that

18 summertinme to fall is our preparation to nake sure we
19 have food for the winter. W fish, we hang them we
20 snoke them and put themaway. And then we pick

21 berries. Fall tinme, we hunt noose, caribou, reindeer,
22 and store them away, and wintertine, we nake sure we
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1 have food. That's what the GM ch'in people, they do,

2 too. And | amwith themin ny heart and as well as ny

3 -- | know ny fellow Yup'ik people will be supporting,
4 too.
5 | just wanted to say, |et you guys know, that the

6 Yup'ik Eskino from southwest Alaska is with the

7 OGwmch'in people.

8 (Appl ause.)

9 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you.

10 Sir?

11 MR. MARTIN HAYDEN. My nane is Martin Hayden. |
12 live in Alexandria, Virginia, and | am here on behal f
13 of nyself. | have never been to the Arctic Refuge.
14  And over 30 years ago, | was |living back hone in

15 Defiance, M ssouri, and | got the opportunity to cone
16 to Washington, D.C., for the first in ny life, and that
17 was to testify before the Senate Energy Conmittee on
18 maki ng the Coastal Plain a wlderness.

19 It saddens ne that here | amover 30 years |ater
20 and the Arctic is at nore threat than it has ever been,
21 and many of the reasons we've heard tonight are the

22 reasons | spoke to over 30 years ago before the Senate
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1 Energy Committee, you know, but the top two of those

2 was the GMch'in people and what this neans to them

3 And standing here as a white man, | can't begin to

4 fathomthe pain, the risk, that this is to their

5 culture, their way of life; and that, in this whole

6 damm thing, is the noral issue.

7 And the other, of course, is the Arctic, as you' ve
8 heard nore el oquently than | can do, is one of the nost
9 wldest, pristinest, nost fantastic places |eft on

10 Earth, and it should stay that way.

11 The new i ssue that wasn't there 30 years ago is

12 climate change. And while the official opinion of our
13 President and this admi nistration may be that clinmate
14 change is a hoax, the Arctic is ground zero for climte
15 change. You're all, nost all of you, | believe, are

16 from Al aska. You' ve seen what's happening up there.

17 And we can officially declare it a hoax, but climte

18 change is going to conme back and bite all of us in the
19 butt because real stuff is happening right now, real

20 stuff for the BLM How s your firefighting budget

21 | ooki ng? How nmuch are you spending on firefighting now

22 versus 30 years ago? W see it happening all over the
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1 place. And the idea of drilling the Arctic Ccean, the
2 western Arctic, and the Coastal Plain is insane.
3 And | would like to say, you know, can we | ust
4 stop the insanity out of this process? But, |I'msorry,
5 the fact -- this process, | think, has as nuch
6 integrity -- and this isn't personal -- but this
7 process has as nmuch integrity as the process by which
8 It came about, but putting in authorizing | anguage,
9 burying it in a tax bill that was passed through
10 reconciliation, is the way that we decide that we're
11 going to drill the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge? |
12 think the outcone here is set. So we wll see you in
13 court.
14 (Appl ause and cheering.)
15 MR. DAVID BATTS: Al right. W have tine for a
16 coupl e nore speakers. Anybody el se that has not had a
17 chance to speak that would |ike to provide comments?
18  Anybody el se?
19 (No audi bl e response.)
20 MR. DAVI D BATTS. (kay, Sarah, please cone on
21 down.
22 M5. SARAH JAMES: | would like to close this.
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1 Si nce nobody is coming up now, that | would like to
2 pl ay one song that represent our Nation as Neetsai
3 GmMch'in. It's a caribou skin hunt dance. That neans
4 we're welcone to this place. And you are welconme to
5 Arctic Village. You are welcone to Al aska, and see and
6 have GmM ch'in host you, because that kind of people we
7 are. And | see |I've got -- we've got a lot of friends,
8 so you are welcone to Arctic Village. |[If you haven't
9 been to Arctic Village, you haven't been to Al aska.
10 And every day in Arctic Village is a good day, so every
11 day is a good day to see Al aska.
12 (Plays and sings song.)
13 M5. SARAH JAMES. This every song, our traditiona
14 song, we have this song to wel conme you. W have this
15 song to have the GMch'in Nation healthy and, you know,
16 to keep the GmMch'in people strong and heal thy, and
17 that neans to keep the Porcupine caribou birthplace
18 strong and healthy. And every traditional song we have
19 are prayers.
20 So thank you for letting nme sing this song
21 tonight. It's not very easy for ne, but thank you.
22 (Appl ause.)
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1 MR. DAVI D BATTS: Thank you, Sarah. W appreciate
2 you sharing with us.
3 | don't think we can top that for a closer, but I
4 would like to just thank everyone again, the remaining
5 peopl e here, for your tine tonight, for your insightful
6 comments, for those of you that travel ed, making that
7 extra effort. | do want to thank the Eskinop, the
8 Gm ch'in, Alaskan residents for making the trip all the
9 way fromAl aska to be with us.

10 And for the GMch'in, we do want to recogni ze

11 their presence at all these neetings. That is

12 appr eci at ed.

13 M. Bal ash, would you like to nake any ot her

14  closing remarks?

15 MR. JOE BALASH. As David said, | want to thank

16 people for their patience this evening and novi ng

17 through the process as efficiently and effectively as
18 you all did. | think it's a credit to all of you here
19 to work cooperatively to allow that to happen.

20 And this does wap up our final scoping neeting,
21 but, of course, whenever the next step in the process
22 occurs, when the draft EIS is nmade avail able for the
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1 public, there will be another opportunity for hearings
2 around Al aska, around parts of the country. So I'm

3 certain you guys will stay engaged if you' re already

4 here at this point.

5 So thank you. Be safe this evening. And, please,
6 i f you have further thoughts, further comments, take

7 advantage of our other neans of submtting those to us.
8 Have a good ni ght.

9 (Whereupon, at 8:55 p.m, the neeting was

10  adj ourned.)

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Alderson Court Reporting
1-800-FOR-DEPO www.AldersonReporting.com



	Quick Word Index
	$
	$1 (1)
	$2 (1)
	$2.00 (1)
	$3 (1)
	$34 (3)
	$500 (1)

	,
	, (1)

	1
	1 (14)
	1,000 (2)
	1,300 (1)
	1.45 (1)
	1.6 (1)
	1.8 (1)
	10 (11)
	1-0 (1)
	10,000 (5)
	100 (6)
	100,000 (2)
	1002 (23)
	1005 (1)
	100-plus (1)
	102 (2)
	103 (2)
	109 (3)
	10-year-old (1)
	11 (2)
	11,000 (1)
	110 (2)
	113 (2)
	116 (3)
	118 (3)
	119 (3)
	12 (8)
	12,000 (1)
	120 (2)
	1201 (1)
	122 (3)
	12-year-old (1)
	13 (4)
	130 (1)
	14 (1)
	15 (5)
	150 (3)
	15th (1)
	16 (2)
	1600 (1)
	17 (1)
	18 (3)
	180 (1)
	19 (1)
	19.3 (2)
	1940s (1)
	1970 (1)
	1970s (1)
	1971 (2)
	1974 (1)
	1976 (1)
	1977 (1)
	1978 (1)
	1979 (1)
	1980 (5)
	1980s (1)
	1983 (1)
	1987 (3)
	1988 (2)
	1989 (1)
	1990s (1)
	1991 (1)
	1996 (1)
	19-mid (1)
	19-million-acre (1)
	19th (2)
	1-year-old (1)

	2
	2 (6)
	20 (7)
	200 (3)
	200,000 (3)
	2005 (3)
	2010 (1)
	2012 (2)
	2014 (3)
	2016 (3)
	2017 (6)
	2018 (4)
	2022 (1)
	2040 (1)
	20-acre (1)
	20-ounce (1)
	21 (5)
	212 (1)
	22 (1)
	23 (3)
	24 (2)
	24-year-old (1)
	25,000 (2)
	250 (1)
	250,000 (1)
	26 (4)
	28 (1)
	29 (3)

	3
	3 (6)
	3.4 (1)
	3.5 (1)
	30 (9)
	30-year (1)
	31 (1)
	32 (1)
	34 (1)
	35 (4)
	35-year (1)
	36,000 (1)
	3-minute (1)

	4
	4 (9)
	4,000 (1)
	4:30 (1)
	40 (15)
	400,000 (1)
	40-plus (1)
	40-some (1)
	40-year (1)
	41 (2)
	45 (3)
	48 (4)
	49 (3)

	5
	5 (7)
	5,000 (2)
	5,200 (1)
	5.7 (1)
	50 (3)
	500 (3)
	51 (2)
	56 (2)
	5-year-old (1)

	6
	6 (4)
	6,000 (1)
	6:00 (1)
	6:28 (1)
	6:40 (1)
	60 (2)
	61 (5)
	64 (2)
	65 (1)
	65-acre (1)
	66 (1)
	67 (2)

	7
	7 (2)
	7,000 (1)
	7:00 (1)
	70 (2)
	70s (4)
	72 (1)
	73 (2)
	74 (4)
	75 (7)
	767 (1)
	77 (1)
	78 (1)

	8
	8 (4)
	8:55 (1)
	80 (2)
	80,000 (1)
	800,000 (1)
	80s (2)
	81 (2)
	810 (3)
	82 (3)
	83 (5)
	84 (2)
	889 (1)
	89 (5)
	898 (1)
	8th (1)

	9
	9 (3)
	9:00 (1)
	90 (3)
	90s (1)
	91 (2)
	92,000 (3)
	96 (5)
	97 (2)
	98 (2)
	99 (3)
	99.98 (1)
	9-year-old (2)

	A
	a.m (1)
	abandon (1)
	abandoned (2)
	ability (2)
	able (18)
	above-board (1)
	abrogated (2)
	absolute (1)
	absolutely (2)
	absorb (1)
	abundance (3)
	abundant (1)
	abuse (1)
	academic (3)
	accelerate (2)
	accelerated (2)
	accelerating (1)
	acceleration (1)
	accept (3)
	accepted (1)
	access (11)
	accommodate (4)
	accompanied (2)
	accomplished (1)
	account (3)
	accountability (6)
	accounting (1)
	accumulate (1)
	accurate (3)
	accused (1)
	achievable (1)
	achieving (1)
	acknowledge (1)
	acknowledged (1)
	acknowledgement (1)
	acre (3)
	acres (15)
	Act (31)
	Acting (3)
	action (10)
	actions (4)
	active (2)
	actively (1)
	activist (2)
	activities (5)
	activity (4)
	Acts (1)
	actual (1)
	Adam (5)
	adamantly (1)
	Adams (3)
	adapt (2)
	adaptation (1)
	Add (3)
	added (2)
	adding (2)
	addition (6)
	additional (6)
	Additionally (1)
	address (4)
	addressed (1)
	addresses (1)
	addressing (1)
	adequate (3)
	adequately (2)
	adheres (1)
	Adirondack (3)
	Adirondacks (1)
	adjacent (2)
	adjourned (1)
	Adjournment (1)
	administer (1)
	administered (1)
	administers (2)
	administration (10)
	administration's (1)
	Administrative (2)
	admit (1)
	adopted (1)
	adopting (1)
	advance (1)
	advanced (1)
	advantage (2)
	Advisor (3)
	advocacy (1)
	advocate (1)
	advocated (1)
	advocates (1)
	Affairs (3)
	affect (2)
	afford (3)
	affordable (1)
	afforded (3)
	Afghanistan (1)
	afternoon (6)
	age (2)
	agencies (11)
	agency (12)
	AGENDA (4)
	agendas (1)
	ages (1)
	Agnes (1)
	ago (12)
	agree (2)
	agreement (3)
	ahead (14)
	Ahtuangaruak (1)
	aim (1)
	Air (5)
	Airlines (1)
	airplanes (1)
	Akiachak (1)
	alarmed (2)
	Alaska (101)
	Alaskan (9)
	Alaskans (8)
	Alaska's (8)
	Alexandria (1)
	alive (3)
	Allen (1)
	Alligators (1)
	allow (13)
	allowed (4)
	Allowing (3)
	allows (3)
	Alongside (1)
	Alonso (4)
	Alpine (1)
	alternative (4)
	alternatives (5)
	altogether (1)
	amazing (4)
	America (12)
	American (33)
	Americans (20)
	America's (7)
	Amidst (1)
	ammunition (1)
	amount (4)
	amounts (2)
	amplify (2)
	Amy (3)
	Anaktuvuk (1)
	analogy (4)
	analyses (1)
	analysis (8)
	analyst's (1)
	analyze (3)
	ancestors (5)
	ancestral (2)
	Anchorage (5)
	ANCSA (2)
	Andy (4)
	Angeles (1)
	Angelou (1)
	anger (1)
	Anglican (1)
	ANILCA (12)
	animal (3)
	animals (28)
	Ann (3)
	Anna (3)
	announce (1)
	announced (3)
	announcements (2)
	annual (2)
	answer (1)
	answering (1)
	answers (1)
	Antarctic (1)
	Antarctica (4)
	Anthony (3)
	anticipate (1)
	anticipated (1)
	antifreeze (1)
	ANWR (22)
	Anybody (2)
	anymore (3)
	anyway (1)
	apart (3)
	API (4)
	apologize (1)
	appeal (1)
	appeared (1)
	appears (1)
	appended (2)
	Applause (66)
	application (1)
	applications (3)
	applied (2)
	appointee (1)
	appreciate (10)
	appreciated (1)
	approach (1)
	appropriate (4)
	approve (1)
	approximately (3)
	April (3)
	aquifers (1)
	Arabia (1)
	arbitrary (3)
	archeological (1)
	archived (1)
	Arctic (203)
	area (49)
	areas (15)
	argument (1)
	Arlington (1)
	Army (2)
	array (1)
	arrive (1)
	art (2)
	article (2)
	arts (1)
	Ash (3)
	Ashley (6)
	ashore (1)
	Ashton (1)
	aside (6)
	asked (1)
	asking (1)
	asks (1)
	aspect (4)
	aspirations (1)
	ASRC (7)
	assault (2)
	Assembly (1)
	assertion (1)
	assess (1)
	assessed (1)
	assessment (2)
	assessments (2)
	asset (1)
	assets (2)
	assistance (1)
	Assistant (6)
	Associate (1)
	associated (2)
	Association (6)
	assumed (1)
	assure (1)
	asthma (2)
	astounding (1)
	atmosphere (1)
	atop (2)
	Atqasuk (3)
	attack (5)
	attacked (1)
	attacks (2)
	attempt (2)
	attempting (1)
	attend (4)
	attendance (1)
	attention (9)
	attracted (1)
	attributed (1)
	auctioned (2)
	audible (5)
	audience (1)
	auditor (2)
	auditor's (1)
	Audubon (2)
	auntie (1)
	authorization (1)
	authorizes (1)
	authorizing (1)
	available (6)
	average (3)
	averages (1)
	averse (1)
	avoid (5)
	avoided (1)
	award (1)
	aware (4)
	awareness (1)
	awesome (2)
	awful (1)

	B
	babies (1)
	back (27)
	backpacks (1)
	backyard (4)
	bad (2)
	Bakken (1)
	balance (8)
	Balash (7)
	ball (1)
	ballot (2)
	balls (1)
	Banerjee (4)
	banging (1)
	bankrupt (1)
	Baptist (1)
	barrels (5)
	Barrow (2)
	Barter (1)
	base (1)
	based (8)
	baseline (1)
	basic (2)
	basically (4)
	basis (2)
	Battle (1)
	battling (1)
	Batts (81)
	Bay (4)
	beach (2)
	beachwear (1)
	bear (16)
	bears (26)
	beast (3)
	Beaufort (3)
	beautiful (8)
	beauty (3)
	bedrock (1)
	beg (1)
	began (2)
	begging (1)
	beginning (3)
	begins (6)
	Begins, (1)
	behalf (12)
	behavior (2)
	behavioral (2)
	beings (1)
	belief (1)
	believe (21)
	believed (1)
	believes (2)
	belong (1)
	beneath (1)
	benefit (8)
	benefited (1)
	benefiting (1)
	benefits (6)
	Beringia (1)
	Bernadette (4)
	berries (1)
	best (11)
	Bethel (1)
	better (13)
	beyond (5)
	biblical (2)
	bid (2)
	bidder (1)
	big (1)
	bigger (1)
	biggest (1)
	Bill (10)
	billion (4)
	billionaires (2)
	billions (1)
	Bingo (1)
	biodiversity (1)
	biologic (1)
	biological (7)
	biologically (1)
	biologist (1)
	biologists (1)
	biology (1)
	bird (3)
	Birders (1)
	birds (23)
	birth (3)
	birthing (8)
	birthplace (3)
	bishops (1)
	bit (11)
	bite (1)
	Black (4)
	blessed (1)
	blindly (1)
	BLM (27)
	BLM's (1)
	blocks (1)
	blue (9)
	board (2)
	boarding (1)
	boardroom (1)
	boat (1)
	bode (1)
	bolstering (1)
	bombs (1)
	bonanza (1)
	bones (2)
	book (1)
	boom (1)
	booth (1)
	boots (1)
	border (5)
	boreal (1)
	bored (1)
	born (12)
	borne (1)
	Borough (14)
	Borough's (1)
	bottle (1)
	bottom (1)
	bound (1)
	bounty (1)
	box (4)
	box-checking (1)
	BP (1)
	Bradley (1)
	branches (1)
	brass (1)
	breadth (1)
	Break (8)
	breaking (1)
	breaks (1)
	breath (1)
	breathe (1)
	breed (1)
	breeding (4)
	breeze (1)
	brief (6)
	briefing (1)
	brilliant (1)
	bring (3)
	bringing (1)
	brings (3)
	broader (2)
	broken (1)
	Brooks (4)
	brother (2)
	brothers (3)
	brought (3)
	brown (1)
	budget (1)
	budgeting (1)
	buffalo (2)
	buff-breasted (1)
	build (5)
	Builders (1)
	building (3)
	buildings (1)
	built (6)
	Bulge (1)
	bulldozed (1)
	bulls (1)
	bumper (1)
	burden (1)
	BUREAU (12)
	buried (1)
	Burke (1)
	burning (1)
	burying (1)
	businesses (1)
	busy (2)
	butcher (1)
	butt (1)
	buy (2)
	byproducts (1)
	Byron (1)

	C
	Cabinet (1)
	calculations (1)
	calf (4)
	California (2)
	call (14)
	called (11)
	calve (1)
	calves (6)
	calving (8)
	camouflaged (1)
	camp (1)
	campaign (5)
	camping (2)
	Canada (13)
	Canadian (1)
	Canadians (1)
	cancer (3)
	Canning (1)
	canoe (1)
	canvasback (1)
	Canyon (1)
	capable (1)
	capacity (2)
	capital (2)
	captain (1)
	capture (1)
	captured (1)
	carbon (5)
	card (10)
	cards (4)
	care (18)
	carefully (2)
	caribou (90)
	caribou's (1)
	Carolina (4)
	carried (1)
	carry (2)
	carrying (1)
	cars (1)
	case (1)
	cases (1)
	catalogued (1)
	catch (1)
	cathedrals (1)
	Catholic (1)
	Cathy (5)
	caught (2)
	cause (5)
	caused (4)
	causes (1)
	causeways (2)
	Cavalry (1)
	celebrations (1)
	cell (1)
	cemeteries (2)
	Cemetery (1)
	Center (2)
	Central (4)
	centuries (2)
	century (1)
	CEO (4)
	certain (3)
	certainly (10)
	Chad (1)
	chain (1)
	chair (5)
	Chairman (1)
	chairperson (2)
	chairs (1)
	challenging (1)
	chance (8)
	chances (1)
	change (46)
	changes (2)
	changing (2)
	channel (1)
	character (1)
	characterization (1)
	characterize (1)
	charade (1)
	Charlene (4)
	chartered (1)
	Chase (3)
	check (1)
	cheer (1)
	cheering (13)
	cherished (1)
	Cherry (1)
	Chief (1)
	child (3)
	children (14)
	children's (1)
	chime (1)
	China (1)
	Choice (4)
	choices (1)
	choose (3)
	choosing (1)
	chosen (2)
	Christian (1)
	Christianity's (1)
	Christine (3)
	Church (11)
	churches (2)
	church's (1)
	Circle (1)
	circulated (1)
	Circumpolar (3)
	Citation (1)
	citizen (1)
	citizens (1)
	City (2)
	civil (1)
	civilizational (1)
	claims (1)
	clap (2)
	clapping (5)
	class (2)
	clean (12)
	cleanup (1)
	clear (5)
	clearly (3)
	Clements (3)
	clients (1)
	climate (59)
	cling (1)
	clinics (2)
	clock (1)
	close (3)
	closely (3)
	closer (3)
	closest (1)
	closing (4)
	clothes (1)
	Club (3)
	Club's (1)
	coached (1)
	coal (3)
	coast (3)
	COASTAL (95)
	coastlines (1)
	co-chair (1)
	coexist (6)
	co-exist (1)
	coexists (1)
	cognizant (1)
	coincides (1)
	Cold (2)
	collaborated (1)
	colleagues (3)
	collect (2)
	collected (1)
	collecting (1)
	collection (1)
	collectively (1)
	college (1)
	colonial (1)
	colonization (1)
	colonized (1)
	color (3)
	Colorado (1)
	colossal (1)
	column (1)
	combined (1)
	combustion (1)
	come (57)
	comes (4)
	comfort (1)
	comfortable (1)
	coming (9)
	commence (1)
	commencement (1)
	commend (2)
	Comment (25)
	commenting (1)
	Comments (46)
	commercially (2)
	commissioned (1)
	Commissioner (4)
	commitment (2)
	commitments (2)
	committed (2)
	Committee (9)
	Common (1)
	commonality (1)
	communication (2)
	communities (33)
	community (28)
	companies (17)
	company (2)
	comparable (1)
	compared (4)
	compatibility (1)
	compatible (1)
	compelling (1)
	competently (1)
	competitive (1)
	complete (6)
	completely (1)
	completing (1)
	complex (2)
	compound (1)
	comprehend (1)
	comprehensive (2)
	computers (2)
	concentrating (1)
	concept (1)
	concern (2)
	concerned (7)
	concerning (1)
	concerns (6)
	conclude (4)
	concludes (3)
	conclusion (2)
	concomitant (1)
	concrete (1)
	concurrently (2)
	conditions (5)
	conduct (4)
	conducted (4)
	conducting (5)
	confidence (1)
	conflict (1)
	confused (1)
	confusion (1)
	Congress (17)
	congressional (1)
	Congressman (1)
	Congressmen (1)
	connect (1)
	connected (4)
	Connecticut (1)
	connecting (1)
	connection (1)
	connectivity (1)
	connects (3)
	consent (1)
	consequences (9)
	consequently (1)
	Conservation (16)
	conservationist (1)
	conservative (4)
	conserve (2)
	consider (31)
	consideration (1)
	considerations (1)
	considered (8)
	considering (3)
	considers (1)
	consistent (1)
	constantly (1)
	Constitution (2)
	constructing (1)
	construction (4)
	constructive (1)
	consult (3)
	consultation (2)
	consulting (1)
	consumed (1)
	consumption (1)
	contain (1)
	contains (1)
	Contemporary (1)
	context (2)
	continent (2)
	Continental (1)
	continents (2)
	contingency (1)
	continue (17)
	Continued (11)
	continues (4)
	continuing (2)
	continuous (1)
	contractor (1)
	contradict (1)
	contrary (2)
	contribute (2)
	contributing (1)
	control (2)
	controversial (2)
	convenes (1)
	Convention (1)
	conventional (1)
	conversation (1)
	conversations (3)
	conviction (1)
	convince (1)
	Cook (1)
	coolant (1)
	cooperating (4)
	cooperatively (1)
	cooperator (1)
	coordination (1)
	co-owner (1)
	co-owners (1)
	cope (1)
	copy (1)
	core (1)
	corner (1)
	cornerstone (1)
	Corporation (3)
	corporations (4)
	Cortland (1)
	cost (4)
	costs (5)
	cotton (1)
	Council (6)
	councilmember (1)
	Counsel (1)
	count (3)
	counter (1)
	counter-studies (1)
	Counties (1)
	counting (1)
	countries (3)
	country (30)
	counts (2)
	County (6)
	couple (7)
	course (10)
	court (5)
	courtesy (1)
	courtroom (1)
	cover (1)
	covered (2)
	covers (1)
	cow (1)
	cowboy (1)
	cows (1)
	craft (2)
	Craig (4)
	cranky (1)
	crawled (1)
	create (5)
	created (4)
	creates (1)
	creating (1)
	Creation (6)
	creatures (2)
	credentials (1)
	credit (1)
	Creek (1)
	crew (1)
	crisis (2)
	critic (3)
	critical (11)
	critically (1)
	critters (1)
	cross (2)
	cross-species (1)
	crown (1)
	crucial (2)
	crude (1)
	crunched (1)
	cubs (8)
	cultural (14)
	culturally (3)
	culture (16)
	cultures (1)
	cumulative (2)
	cup (1)
	curious (1)
	current (6)
	currently (4)
	custodian (1)
	cut (2)
	cute (1)
	cutest (1)
	Cuts (2)
	cycle (2)
	cynicism (1)

	D
	D.C (18)
	dad (2)
	daily (4)
	dais (2)
	Dakota (1)
	damage (5)
	damaged (2)
	damaging (1)
	damn (1)
	Dana (7)
	dance (1)
	danger (3)
	dangerous (4)
	dark (2)
	darkening (1)
	data (11)
	date (1)
	dates (1)
	daughter (2)
	daughters (1)
	David (84)
	Davidson (3)
	day (19)
	days (4)
	deaden (1)
	deadlines (1)
	deal (6)
	dealing (1)
	Deana (4)
	Deano (3)
	Dear (1)
	death (4)
	deaths (1)
	debased (1)
	debate (6)
	debating (1)
	debt (1)
	decade (3)
	decades (7)
	December (2)
	decide (5)
	decided (2)
	Decision (9)
	decision-making (2)
	decisions (4)
	declare (1)
	decline (3)
	declines (1)
	decrease (1)
	decreases (1)
	deemed (1)
	deep (2)
	deeply (9)
	Deepwater (1)
	defend (4)
	Defenders (9)
	Defending (3)
	Defense (2)
	Defiance (1)
	defined (1)
	defining (1)
	definitely (1)
	degrade (2)
	degree (2)
	degrees (1)
	Delaware (1)
	delegation (1)
	delicate (1)
	delight (1)
	delighted (1)
	delivery (1)
	Demand (2)
	demands (1)
	Demientieff (4)
	democracy (1)
	democratic (4)
	Democrats (1)
	demonstrate (2)
	demonstrates (2)
	den (4)
	denied (2)
	denning (9)
	denominations (1)
	dens (3)
	Denver (1)
	deny (1)
	denying (1)
	DEPARTMENT (28)
	Department's (2)
	depend (17)
	depended (2)
	dependence (1)
	dependency (1)
	dependent (2)
	depends (4)
	Deputy (1)
	describe (1)
	described (1)
	description (1)
	desert (2)
	deserve (3)
	deserves (2)
	design (1)
	designated (8)
	designed (3)
	desirable (1)
	desires (1)
	Despite (2)
	destiny (1)
	destroy (6)
	destroying (2)
	destruction (3)
	destructive (2)
	detail (1)
	Details (1)
	determination (2)
	determine (1)
	detrimental (4)
	devalues (3)
	devastating (6)
	devastation (2)
	develop (9)
	developed (7)
	developing (5)
	development (94)
	developments (2)
	dialogue (1)
	die (1)
	died (1)
	dies (2)
	diesel (2)
	dietary (1)
	difference (1)
	difference, (1)
	differences (1)
	different (13)
	difficult (2)
	dig (1)
	diligence (2)
	dimensions (1)
	diminishes (2)
	diminishing (1)
	dinner (1)
	direct (6)
	directed (3)
	direction (1)
	directly (6)
	Director (13)
	dirty (3)
	disagree (1)
	disappointing (1)
	disaster (2)
	disciplines (2)
	discussed (1)
	discussing (1)
	discussion (1)
	disengaged (1)
	dishonest (1)
	dismiss (3)
	displace (1)
	displaced (1)
	displayed (1)
	disproportional (1)
	disregard (1)
	disrespected (1)
	disrespectful (1)
	disrupt (4)
	disrupted (1)
	disruption (2)
	disruptive (1)
	distinct (1)
	distinctive (1)
	district (2)
	disturb (1)
	disturbance (5)
	disturbed (2)
	disturbing (1)
	diverse (3)
	diversity (4)
	Divide (1)
	Division (1)
	doctor (1)
	doctors (1)
	document (1)
	documented (1)
	documents (1)
	Dog (1)
	DOI (6)
	doing (25)
	dollars (2)
	Dolly (1)
	domestic (2)
	dominance (3)
	Donald (2)
	Donovan (3)
	doom (1)
	door (2)
	doors (1)
	doubled (2)
	Douglas (1)
	dozens (2)
	Dr (6)
	draft (8)
	drainage (1)
	dramatic (1)
	dramatically (1)
	drastic (1)
	drastically (2)
	draw (6)
	Drawing (7)
	drawn (1)
	dream (2)
	dreaming (1)
	Drew (2)
	drill (24)
	drilled (6)
	drilling (83)
	drink (2)
	drinker (1)
	driven (1)
	Drivers (1)
	drop (4)
	droplets (1)
	drove (2)
	drunk (1)
	dubious (1)
	due (6)
	DuMont (3)
	dump (2)
	dumped (1)
	dumping (2)
	Dunaway (4)
	dust (4)
	duty (2)
	dwarf (1)
	dwell (1)
	Dwight (1)
	dwindling (1)
	dying (7)

	E
	eagles (1)
	earlier (4)
	early (2)
	Earth (9)
	Earthjustice (4)
	Earth's (1)
	easily (1)
	east (1)
	eastern (2)
	easy (5)
	echo (2)
	ecocide (1)
	ecological (5)
	ecologically (3)
	Ecology (3)
	economic (14)
	economically (1)
	economics (1)
	economy (5)
	ecosystem (7)
	ecosystems (3)
	Edgar (1)
	edges (1)
	Edmund (1)
	Educating (1)
	education (2)
	Edward (1)
	effect (2)
	effective (1)
	effectively (2)
	effects (11)
	efficiently (1)
	effort (3)
	efforts (5)
	Egea (2)
	egregious (1)
	EIA (1)
	eight (3)
	eight-lane (1)
	Eigler (3)
	EIS (37)
	Eisenhower (2)
	EISs (1)
	either (3)
	elder (2)
	elders (7)
	Elected (3)
	election (1)
	electorate (1)
	Electric (1)
	elementary (2)
	elevate (1)
	eliminate (1)
	eloquently (1)
	email (3)
	embodies (1)
	embrace (1)
	emissions (6)
	emit (1)
	emotion (1)
	empathy (1)
	emphasis (1)
	emphasize (2)
	employed (3)
	EMPSi (2)
	empty (1)
	enacted (1)
	enactment (1)
	enchanted (1)
	encompasses (2)
	encourage (1)
	encourages (1)
	endanger (1)
	Endangered (8)
	endangers (1)
	endorsed (2)
	Endowed (1)
	ends (1)
	energy (42)
	enforce (1)
	enforcement (1)
	engage (1)
	engaged (3)
	engine (1)
	engineer (1)
	engines (1)
	English (1)
	enhance (1)
	enjoy (3)
	enjoying (1)
	enjoyment (2)
	enrolled (2)
	ensure (10)
	ensured (1)
	entails (1)
	entangled (1)
	entire (7)
	entirely (4)
	entities (1)
	environment (17)
	ENVIRONMENTAL (41)
	environmentally (2)
	environments (1)
	envisages (1)
	envisioned (1)
	epic (2)
	Episcopal (8)
	Episcopalian (1)
	equal (3)
	equality (1)
	equally (3)
	equip (1)
	equipment (2)
	equivalency (1)
	equivalent (2)
	Erik (3)
	errors (1)
	escape (1)
	Eskimo (4)
	especially (12)
	essay (1)
	essays (1)
	essential (5)
	essentially (1)
	establish (1)
	established (7)
	estate (1)
	estimate (1)
	estimated (1)
	estimates (2)
	ethic (2)
	ethical (1)
	ethics (2)
	Europe (1)
	evaluate (1)
	evaluates (1)
	evaluation (7)
	Evangelical (2)
	evening (25)
	event (1)
	events (1)
	ever-changing (1)
	Everglades (1)
	everybody (18)
	everybody's (1)
	everyone's (1)
	evidence (3)
	evidences (1)
	evident (1)
	evolved (3)
	exacerbating (1)
	exact (2)
	exactly (1)
	examined (1)
	examining (1)
	example (1)
	examples (2)
	exceed (2)
	exception (1)
	excerpts (1)
	excuse (3)
	Executive (5)
	executives (1)
	exemption (1)
	exercise (3)
	exhausted (3)
	exist (3)
	existence (2)
	existential (2)
	existing (3)
	exists (3)
	exit (1)
	exits (1)
	exorbitant (1)
	expanding (1)
	expectancy (12)
	expectation (1)
	expected (1)
	expedited (2)
	expense (1)
	experience (6)
	experienced (6)
	experiences (1)
	experiencing (1)
	expert (2)
	expertise (4)
	explain (1)
	explaining (1)
	explanation (1)
	exploded (1)
	exploited (1)
	exploration (24)
	exploratory (3)
	explore (1)
	explosions (1)
	export (1)
	exports (1)
	express (1)
	expressed (2)
	expressly (1)
	extend (1)
	extended-reach (1)
	extending (1)
	extends (1)
	extension (1)
	extensions (1)
	Extensive (1)
	extensively (2)
	extent (2)
	exterminate (1)
	exterminated (1)
	externalities (1)
	extinct (2)
	extinction (2)
	extirpation (1)
	extra (4)
	extracting (1)
	extraction (4)
	extractive (1)
	extreme (2)
	Exxon (1)
	eye (1)
	eyes (2)
	Ezias (1)

	F
	face (3)
	faced (1)
	faces (1)
	facet (1)
	facets (1)
	facilitate (2)
	facilities (2)
	facing (3)
	fact (19)
	factor (4)
	factored (1)
	factors (6)
	facts (3)
	fail (2)
	failed (1)
	fair (1)
	Fairbanks (5)
	faith (3)
	fall (4)
	fallen (1)
	falling (1)
	fallout (1)
	false (1)
	families (8)
	family (7)
	famine (1)
	fantastic (1)
	far (10)
	far-away (1)
	farce (1)
	Faso (1)
	fast (6)
	faster (2)
	fastest (1)
	fast-tracked (1)
	fatal (1)
	fate (3)
	father (5)
	fathom (1)
	faucets (1)
	fault (2)
	fauna (1)
	favorite (1)
	feasible (1)
	feature (1)
	fed (1)
	Federal (25)
	Federally (4)
	feed (4)
	feedback (1)
	feel (17)
	feeling (2)
	feelings (3)
	fellow (6)
	felt (3)
	females (1)
	fence (1)
	fencelike (1)
	Fenton (5)
	fewer (2)
	fiber (1)
	field (7)
	fields (4)
	fight (1)
	fighting (2)
	figure (2)
	fill (1)
	final (7)
	finally (7)
	financial (1)
	financially (1)
	find (7)
	finding (5)
	finds (3)
	Finis (4)
	finish (1)
	finished (1)
	firefighter (1)
	firefighting (2)
	fires (1)
	firm (2)
	firmly (1)
	first (46)
	firsthand (5)
	fiscal (1)
	Fish (24)
	fisherman (1)
	fishing (1)
	fit (2)
	five (2)
	flares (1)
	flew (2)
	Flight (1)
	floating (2)
	flooding (1)
	floods (2)
	flora (1)
	Florida (12)
	Florida's (1)
	Floridians (1)
	flow (1)
	FLPMA (1)
	fly (3)
	flying (1)
	flyways (1)
	focus (1)
	focused (3)
	folks (8)
	follow (5)
	followed (2)
	following (1)
	food (15)
	fools (1)
	foot (2)
	foothills (1)
	footprint (2)
	foraging (1)
	forbidden (1)
	force (1)
	forced (3)
	forceful (1)
	forefathers (1)
	foreign (1)
	foremost (2)
	foreseeable (1)
	foresight (1)
	forests (3)
	forever (5)
	forget (4)
	forgot (1)
	form (1)
	Formation (1)
	former (2)
	formerly (1)
	Forrest (3)
	Fort (4)
	forth (1)
	fortunate (1)
	forum (1)
	forward (18)
	fossil (19)
	fought (5)
	found (2)
	Foundation (1)
	founded (1)
	founder (1)
	four (2)
	fox (2)
	fracking (2)
	fraction (2)
	fragile (6)
	fragment (1)
	frank (1)
	Franklin (4)
	frankly (5)
	frat (1)
	free (10)
	free, (1)
	freely (1)
	freeze (1)
	freeze-dried (1)
	freezer (1)
	freezing (1)
	frequent (1)
	frequently (1)
	fresh (2)
	Friday (7)
	friend (1)
	friends (8)
	front (7)
	frozen (1)
	frustrates (1)
	frustration (1)
	fuel (12)
	fueling (1)
	fuels (10)
	fulfill (2)
	full (4)
	fully (2)
	fundamental (3)
	fundamentally (3)
	funded (1)
	furnished (1)
	further (9)
	future (31)

	G
	gains (1)
	game (6)
	games (1)
	gamut (1)
	Gandhi (1)
	gaps (1)
	garbage (1)
	Garett (2)
	garment (1)
	Garnett (6)
	Garrett (1)
	GAS (99)
	gases (1)
	gathering (1)
	gear (1)
	geese (4)
	gem (1)
	General (1)
	generated (2)
	generation (5)
	generational (1)
	generations (18)
	genocide (1)
	gentlemen (3)
	Geological (2)
	geologist (2)
	getting (7)
	ghillie (1)
	Giessel (4)
	gifts (1)
	Gimmel (3)
	girl (2)
	give (11)
	given (5)
	giving (1)
	glacial (1)
	glacier (1)
	glaciers (3)
	gladly (1)
	glasses (1)
	Glenn (5)
	glimpse (1)
	glimpses (1)
	global (11)
	globe (2)
	gnawing (1)
	go (72)
	goal (1)
	God (3)
	Goddard (1)
	God's (2)
	goes (9)
	going (105)
	gold (1)
	Good (28)
	Goodlit, (2)
	goose (1)
	Gore-Tex (1)
	Gosche (3)
	gotten (2)
	govern (2)
	Government (43)
	Governments (4)
	Government's (1)
	government-to (2)
	government-to-government (1)
	Governor (3)
	grab (5)
	grabbed (1)
	grade (3)
	graduation (1)
	Grand (1)
	grandchildren (4)
	granddaughter (1)
	grandfather (3)
	grandfathers (1)
	grandma (2)
	grandpa (1)
	grandparents (2)
	granted (1)
	grass (1)
	grave (2)
	gravel (3)
	gray (2)
	grayling (1)
	grazing (1)
	great (10)
	greatest (9)
	greatly (1)
	great-uncle (1)
	greed (2)
	green (5)
	greenhouse (2)
	Greenland (2)
	GreenLatinos (2)
	Greg (5)
	grew (2)
	grey-cheeked (1)
	grieved (1)
	grieving (1)
	grizzly (1)
	ground (13)
	grounds (10)
	groundwater (1)
	Group (13)
	groups (2)
	grow (1)
	growing (6)
	grown (1)
	growth (2)
	guarantee (1)
	guaranteed (1)
	guarantees (1)
	guardians (1)
	guidance (1)
	guided (1)
	guiding (1)
	Gulf (1)
	guns (1)
	guys (13)
	Gwandaii (2)
	Gwats'an (2)
	Gwich'in (84)

	H
	habitat (19)
	habitats (1)
	half (5)
	Hall (3)
	hand (4)
	handed (1)
	handful (1)
	handled (1)
	handout (1)
	handouts (1)
	hands (5)
	hang (1)
	haphazardly (1)
	happen (14)
	happened (5)
	happening (12)
	happens (4)
	happiness (2)
	happy (7)
	harbors (1)
	hard (4)
	harder (1)
	hardest (2)
	hardship (1)
	harm (9)
	harmed (2)
	harmful (1)
	harming (2)
	Harold (1)
	Harris (4)
	harsh (2)
	harvest (5)
	harvesting (1)
	harvests (2)
	hasty (1)
	hat (3)
	hate (1)
	haul (1)
	haven (2)
	havens (1)
	havoc (1)
	Hayden (3)
	Hayes (4)
	head (1)
	headquartered (1)
	health (23)
	healthy (14)
	hear (18)
	heard (29)
	hearing (20)
	hearings (5)
	hearsay (1)
	heart (6)
	hearts (1)
	heat (1)
	heavily (2)
	height (1)
	heightened (1)
	held (7)
	helicopter (1)
	helipads (1)
	Hello (12)
	help (13)
	helped (4)
	helping (1)
	helps (1)
	herd (20)
	herds (2)
	heritage (2)
	Herrera (3)
	Hi (13)
	hide (1)
	high (8)
	higher (5)
	highest (5)
	highway (1)
	hiking (2)
	historian (1)
	historic (3)
	historical (4)
	Historically (1)
	history (16)
	hit (1)
	hoards (1)
	hoax (2)
	hold (3)
	holding (2)
	holds (1)
	hole (1)
	holes (2)
	holistically (1)
	Home (31)
	homeland (3)
	homelands (5)
	homes (7)
	honest (1)
	honestly (1)
	honor (4)
	Honorable (1)
	honored (5)
	honors (1)
	hope (18)
	hopeful (1)
	hopefully (2)
	hopes (1)
	hoping (1)
	Hopson (4)
	Horizon (1)
	horizontal (1)
	horrible (2)
	horrific (1)
	horrors (1)
	host (2)
	hot (1)
	hottest (1)
	hour (1)
	hours (1)
	house (5)
	houses (1)
	Houston (1)
	Howard (1)
	How's (1)
	huge (4)
	human (25)
	human-bear (1)
	human-caused (1)
	Humanity (1)
	humans (2)
	humble (1)
	humbly (1)
	hundreds (1)
	Hunger (1)
	Hungerford (3)
	hunt (5)
	hunter (5)
	hunters (3)
	hunting (3)
	Huntley (3)
	hunts (1)
	Hurricane (1)
	hurricanes (2)
	hurting (2)
	hurts (1)
	hydrocarbon (1)
	hydrocarbons (3)
	hypervigilance (1)
	hypocrisy (2)

	I
	ice (21)
	icebergs (1)
	ice-dependent (1)
	iconic (5)
	idea (7)
	identical (1)
	identified (2)
	identify (1)
	identity (13)
	idiots (1)
	idling (1)
	IEA (1)
	IEDs (1)
	ignore (1)
	ignored (1)
	II (2)
	Iizhik (2)
	ill (1)
	illegal (2)
	illnesses (1)
	illustration (1)
	images (1)
	imagine (5)
	immeasurable (1)
	immediately (1)
	immemorial (3)
	IMPACT (20)
	impacted (4)
	impacting (1)
	impacts (40)
	imperative (1)
	imperiled (1)
	implement (1)
	implements (1)
	Implications (8)
	implore (1)
	import (2)
	importance (7)
	important (37)
	importantly (4)
	importing (1)
	imposition (1)
	impossible (4)
	improved (5)
	improvement (2)
	improving (2)
	incinerated (1)
	incinerator (1)
	include (6)
	included (2)
	includes (3)
	including (15)
	inclusion (1)
	income (1)
	incompatible (2)
	inconsistent (1)
	incorporated (1)
	increase (7)
	increases (3)
	increasing (4)
	increasingly (5)
	incredible (1)
	incredibly (2)
	incurred (1)
	independent (3)
	indicated (1)
	indicates (1)
	indication (2)
	indicator (1)
	indicators (2)
	indigenous (23)
	indirectly (1)
	individuals (1)
	industrial (11)
	industrialization (2)
	industrialize (1)
	industries (1)
	industry (29)
	industry's (2)
	Inequities (2)
	inescapable (2)
	inevitably (1)
	Infantry (1)
	inflict (1)
	influence (1)
	inform (3)
	information (15)
	informed (1)
	infrared (1)
	infrastructure (7)
	inhabit (1)
	inheriting (1)
	initial (2)
	Injection (2)
	injury (1)
	injustice (1)
	injustices (2)
	Inlet (1)
	input (4)
	insane (5)
	insanity (2)
	insight (1)
	insightful (1)
	insist (1)
	insisted (2)
	inspection (1)
	inspire (1)
	inspired (1)
	instinctively (1)
	Institute (3)
	institutional (1)
	institutionalized (1)
	institutions (2)
	instructed (1)
	instrumental (1)
	insufficient (1)
	insulting (1)
	intact (3)
	integrator (1)
	integrity (6)
	intended (1)
	intends (1)
	Intent (3)
	interaction (1)
	interactions (1)
	Interest (13)
	interested (3)
	interesting (2)
	interests (1)
	INTERIOR (27)
	Interior's (1)
	intern (3)
	Internal (2)
	international (10)
	Internet (2)
	interpret (1)
	Interreligious (1)
	Inter-Religious (1)
	interviews (1)
	intolerable (1)
	introduce (2)
	introduced (1)
	Iñupiat (13)
	Iñupiats (1)
	invaded (1)
	invest (1)
	investment (1)
	invitation (1)
	invite (1)
	involved (2)
	involvement (2)
	involving (1)
	Iraq (2)
	Ironically (2)
	irrelevant (1)
	irreparable (2)
	irreparably (4)
	irreplaceable (2)
	irresponsible (4)
	irreversible (1)
	island (2)
	issuance (2)
	issue (27)
	issued (1)
	issues (9)
	italics (1)
	items (1)
	its (31)

	J
	jail (1)
	James (11)
	Jamie (5)
	Jane (3)
	January (2)
	jeering (1)
	Jennie (3)
	Jenny (3)
	jeopardize (3)
	jeopardizing (1)
	Jerrald (4)
	Jerry (1)
	jewel (1)
	Jewish (2)
	Jim (3)
	job (11)
	Jobs (13)
	Joe (8)
	John (15)
	join (1)
	joint (1)
	jointly (1)
	joke (1)
	Jonathan (2)
	Journal (3)
	journalist (1)
	journey (2)
	Jr (3)
	jumped (1)
	June (3)
	jurisdiction (2)
	Justice (12)
	justification (1)

	K
	Kaktovik (25)
	Kaktovikmuit (2)
	Kaktovik's (1)
	Kansas (1)
	Kara (4)
	Karen (5)
	kayaks (1)
	Keatinge (3)
	keep (15)
	keepers (1)
	keeping (1)
	Keith (3)
	Kelly (3)
	Kensington (1)
	Key (2)
	KIC (1)
	kick (2)
	kicked (1)
	kid (2)
	kids (9)
	kill (3)
	killed (2)
	killer (1)
	killing (2)
	kind (7)
	kinds (2)
	King (2)
	kits (3)
	knew (5)
	Knodel (3)
	know (106)
	knowledge (9)
	knows (5)
	Kolton (5)
	Korean (1)

	L
	labyrinth (1)
	lack (3)
	ladies (3)
	Lake (2)
	lakes (2)
	Lakota (1)
	LAND (62)
	land-based (1)
	landfill (5)
	landowner (3)
	land-owning (1)
	Lands (42)
	landscape (9)
	landscapes (2)
	language (10)
	languages (1)
	Lannan (1)
	large (5)
	larger (2)
	largest (6)
	lasting (1)
	lastly (5)
	late (4)
	Latino (3)
	laughed (1)
	Laughter (1)
	launched (1)
	Laura (4)
	law (17)
	laws (5)
	lawyers (1)
	Lay (1)
	layer (1)
	laying (1)
	lead (6)
	leader (2)
	leaders (2)
	leadership (3)
	leading (1)
	leads (1)
	League (3)
	leaks (1)
	learn (5)
	learned (6)
	lease (27)
	leased (2)
	leases (7)
	LEASING (40)
	leave (10)
	leaves (1)
	leaving (2)
	lectures (1)
	led (2)
	left (5)
	legacy (2)
	legal (6)
	legally (3)
	legislation (7)
	Legislative (1)
	legislators (2)
	legislature (1)
	legitimate (1)
	Lena (3)
	lending (1)
	lesson (3)
	lessons (1)
	letter (11)
	letters (2)
	letting (3)
	level (4)
	levels (7)
	liberty (3)
	license (1)
	lie (1)
	lies (1)
	Lieutenant (2)
	life (69)
	life-killing (1)
	lifesaving (1)
	lifestyle (5)
	likewise (1)
	Lillian (1)
	limit (6)
	limitations (2)
	limited (6)
	limits (1)
	line (1)
	lines (1)
	link (1)
	linked (1)
	lips (1)
	list (4)
	listed (1)
	listen (14)
	listening (3)
	literally (5)
	literature (1)
	liters (1)
	little (20)
	live (36)
	lived (7)
	livelihood (3)
	lives (11)
	living (7)
	lobby (2)
	local (14)
	locally (1)
	located (5)
	location (1)
	locations (1)
	locking (2)
	Logan (1)
	logical (1)
	logistical (2)
	logistics (1)
	long (16)
	longer (3)
	longest (1)
	long-lasting (1)
	longstanding (1)
	long-term (2)
	long-time (1)
	look (25)
	looked (5)
	looking (4)
	looks (2)
	Loosely (1)
	Lord (1)
	Los (1)
	lose (4)
	losing (7)
	loss (5)
	lost (2)
	lot (10)
	lots (1)
	lottery (1)
	love (3)
	low (1)
	lower (4)
	lowering (1)
	Lucifer (1)
	lucky (3)
	Lucy (1)
	Luther (2)
	Lyder (3)
	Lydia (5)

	M
	ma'am (5)
	macho (1)
	Mack (6)
	mad (1)
	Magaña (4)
	magnificent (1)
	Mahsi' (3)
	mail (3)
	main (3)
	mainline (1)
	maintain (1)
	maintains (1)
	major (5)
	majority (6)
	majors (1)
	making (7)
	Mallott (2)
	Mammal (2)
	mammals (2)
	man (6)
	manage (4)
	managed (3)
	MANAGEMENT (23)
	Manager (7)
	managers (1)
	manages (1)
	managing (3)
	mandate (1)
	mandated (2)
	mandates (2)
	manipulated (2)
	manmade (2)
	manner (7)
	map (4)
	maps (1)
	March (1)
	Maria (1)
	Mariana (3)
	Marine (1)
	Marissa (3)
	Marjanovic (3)
	Marjorie (3)
	Mark (10)
	market (3)
	markets (1)
	Martha (1)
	Martin (5)
	Mary (3)
	Maryanne (3)
	Maryland (2)
	mass (1)
	massive (1)
	material (1)
	materials (1)
	matter (13)
	Maya (1)
	Mayor (3)
	MCCARTER (2)
	McConville (2)
	McCoskey (3)
	mean (10)
	meaning (3)
	Meaningful (2)
	meaningless (1)
	means (13)
	measure (1)
	measures (3)
	meat (2)
	medical (3)
	Medicine (1)
	meet (1)
	MEETING (13)
	meetings (6)
	melt (5)
	melting (7)
	melts (1)
	member (8)
	members (15)
	membership (1)
	memory (1)
	men (2)
	Mennonite (1)
	mentioned (9)
	mess (3)
	message (1)
	messages (1)
	met (3)
	methane (1)
	Methodist (1)
	Mexico (2)
	Miami (2)
	Michael (4)
	microphone (12)
	microphones (1)
	mid-'80s (1)
	middle (3)
	midst (1)
	midterm (2)
	migrate (5)
	migrated (2)
	migrates (1)
	migrating (3)
	migration (4)
	migrations (3)
	migratory (10)
	miles (13)
	military (6)
	millennia (2)
	Millennials (2)
	Miller (3)
	million (14)
	millionaires (2)
	millions (10)
	Milo (3)
	mind (1)
	minded (1)
	minds (2)
	Mine (2)
	mineral (1)
	Minerals (4)
	minimal (1)
	minimize (2)
	minimized (1)
	minimum (2)
	mining (1)
	Ministries (3)
	minor (1)
	minutes (6)
	misery (1)
	misguided (1)
	missing (1)
	mission (6)
	missionaries (1)
	missions (1)
	Missouri (1)
	mistake (1)
	mitigated (1)
	mitigation (2)
	Mni (1)
	Moderator (1)
	modern (3)
	modifications (3)
	Moffitt (3)
	Molly (2)
	mom (4)
	moment (5)
	moments (1)
	money (8)
	monitoring (1)
	Montgomery (1)
	month (1)
	monthly (1)
	months (6)
	moose (2)
	moral (15)
	Morally (1)
	Moriarty (4)
	morning (3)
	mosquito (1)
	mosquitoes (2)
	mother (8)
	mothers (4)
	mountain (1)
	mountains (2)
	Mouritsen (2)
	move (14)
	moved (4)
	movement (2)
	moving (7)
	multilateral (1)
	Multiple (4)
	multiple-use (1)
	multiyear (1)
	municipal (1)
	Murkowski's (1)
	musk (5)
	mutuality (1)
	Myers (1)
	Myra (3)
	myriad (2)

	N
	nail (1)
	name (58)
	named (4)
	names (7)
	narrow (1)
	Nathanial (1)
	Nation (28)
	National (110)
	nations (1)
	Nation's (6)
	Native (39)
	Natives (1)
	Natural (19)
	naturalist (1)
	naturally (1)
	nature (3)
	Naval (3)
	near (3)
	nearby (3)
	nearly (4)
	necessary (3)
	necessities (1)
	need (43)
	needed (2)
	needless (1)
	needs (14)
	Neetsaii (3)
	negative (4)
	negatively (2)
	neighbor (1)
	neighbors (2)
	neither (1)
	NEPA (13)
	Nephew (1)
	nest (2)
	nesting (2)
	nests (1)
	network (5)
	never (10)
	new (32)
	newest (1)
	newfound (1)
	newly (1)
	news (2)
	Nichole (1)
	Nicole (5)
	Nielsen (1)
	night (5)
	no-action (2)
	Noël (3)
	noise (2)
	noisy (1)
	no-leasing (1)
	nomadic (1)
	nonprofit (1)
	nonrenewable (1)
	North (57)
	northeast (3)
	northeastern (2)
	northerly (1)
	northern (1)
	Northwest (7)
	not, (1)
	note (4)
	Notice (7)
	notion (3)
	November (2)
	Nowadays (1)
	NPR (2)
	NPRA (3)
	NSB (1)
	nudges (1)
	Nuiqsut (2)
	number (68)
	numbers (17)
	numerous (1)
	nurse (2)
	nurseries (2)
	nursery (6)
	nursing (1)
	nurture (1)
	nutritional (1)
	NW (1)
	nylon (1)

	O
	objective (1)
	obligation (7)
	obligations (7)
	obliged (1)
	observe (1)
	observed (1)
	obtain (1)
	obviously (1)
	occupant (1)
	occupants (1)
	occupies (1)
	occupy (1)
	occur (3)
	occurs (4)
	Ocean (8)
	Oceti (1)
	odd (2)
	offense (1)
	offer (4)
	offered (3)
	Officer (1)
	Official (2)
	officially (2)
	officials (3)
	offset (1)
	offshore (1)
	Oglala (1)
	Oh (1)
	OIL (194)
	Okay (22)
	Old (4)
	Olemaun (5)
	once (4)
	ones (6)
	one-site (1)
	ongoing (1)
	online (2)
	Onondaga (1)
	onshore (4)
	Ontario (1)
	open (13)
	opened (1)
	Opening (17)
	opens (1)
	operate (1)
	operated (1)
	operating (2)
	operations (8)
	opinion (6)
	opinions (2)
	Opongi (1)
	opportunities (4)
	opportunity (35)
	oppose (17)
	opposed (4)
	opposes (1)
	opposing (2)
	opposite (1)
	opposition (6)
	oppression (1)
	option (2)
	orange (1)
	order (15)
	orders (1)
	organisms (1)
	organization (8)
	organizations (5)
	organized (4)
	organizer (1)
	original (3)
	originated (1)
	Orleans (1)
	orthodox (1)
	ought (4)
	ourself (1)
	outcome (3)
	outcry (2)
	outdated (1)
	outdoor (1)
	outdoors (2)
	outer (1)
	outlawed (1)
	outnumbers (1)
	outpacing (1)
	outraged (2)
	Outreach (1)
	outside (6)
	outstanding (2)
	outweigh (2)
	Overall (1)
	overcast (1)
	overdevelopment (1)
	overhead (1)
	overlook (1)
	overlooked (1)
	overseas (1)
	overseeing (1)
	overwhelming (1)
	owned (1)
	owners (1)
	ownership (1)
	owns (1)
	oxen (5)
	oxymoron (1)
	ozone (1)

	P
	p.m (3)
	pad (4)
	PAGE (2)
	paid (2)
	pain (1)
	panel (7)
	parcel (1)
	parents (4)
	Park (6)
	Parkhurst (2)
	parks (3)
	Part (27)
	PARTICIPANTS (5)
	participate (5)
	participated (1)
	participation (2)
	particular (8)
	particularly (4)
	partner (5)
	partners (1)
	Partnership (1)
	parts (7)
	party (1)
	pass (4)
	passage (2)
	passed (9)
	passenger (1)
	passion (2)
	passionately (1)
	Pat (6)
	patience (1)
	patriotic (1)
	pattern (1)
	Paula (3)
	paved (2)
	pay (2)
	paying (5)
	Peace (3)
	peak (1)
	Peck (1)
	pecking (1)
	pencil (1)
	Pennsylvania (5)
	people (188)
	peoples (7)
	people's (2)
	Pepper (3)
	percent (27)
	percentage (1)
	perfect (2)
	period (13)
	permafrost (2)
	permanent (4)
	permanently (1)
	permit (2)
	permitted (1)
	perpetuation (1)
	perpetuity (1)
	person (8)
	Personal (6)
	personally (1)
	perspective (3)
	pertains (1)
	Peter (1)
	Peterborough (1)
	petition (1)
	petitions (1)
	Petroleum (10)
	ph (3)
	phase (2)
	phases (2)
	phenomenal (1)
	phone (1)
	phones (1)
	photograph (1)
	photographer (1)
	photographs (1)
	photos (1)
	physically (2)
	pick (1)
	picture (2)
	pictures (1)
	piece (2)
	pieces (1)
	pigeon (1)
	pin (1)
	Pipeline (6)
	pipelines (6)
	pique (1)
	place (67)
	placed (1)
	places (19)
	Placid (1)
	PLAIN (87)
	Plains (2)
	plan (6)
	planet (10)
	planet's (1)
	planning (6)
	plans (3)
	plant (2)
	planting (1)
	plants (3)
	plateau (1)
	play (3)
	played (1)
	playful (1)
	plays (3)
	plead (2)
	Please (36)
	pleased (2)
	plenty (1)
	PLO (1)
	plow (1)
	pocket (1)
	pockets (1)
	point (16)
	pointed (2)
	points (2)
	poisoned (1)
	polar (34)
	pole (2)
	policies (1)
	Policy (7)
	polite (1)
	political (5)
	politicians (1)
	poll (2)
	polling (1)
	polls (2)
	pollutants (1)
	pollution (8)
	polypropylene (1)
	ponds (1)
	pool (2)
	poor (6)
	Pope (1)
	population (5)
	populations (6)
	Porcupine (27)
	portion (4)
	portions (1)
	pose (1)
	posed (1)
	poses (3)
	position (2)
	positive (3)
	possibility (1)
	possible (10)
	possibly (1)
	post-lease (1)
	posturing (1)
	potent (1)
	potential (11)
	potentially (1)
	poverty (1)
	power (5)
	powered (1)
	practice (1)
	practices (4)
	practicing (1)
	practitioner (1)
	pray (1)
	prayers (1)
	pre (1)
	prearranged (4)
	precaution (1)
	preceded (1)
	precious (4)
	precise (1)
	preclude (2)
	predator-free (1)
	predators (4)
	predecessors (1)
	predesignated (1)
	predicting (1)
	predominant (1)
	preference (1)
	pregnant (2)
	premature (1)
	premise (1)
	preparation (1)
	prepare (2)
	prepared (3)
	preparing (1)
	prepped (1)
	presence (3)
	present (2)
	Presentation (3)
	presents (1)
	preservative (1)
	preserve (4)
	preserved (1)
	preserving (4)
	President (14)
	pressure (3)
	pressures (1)
	prestige (1)
	presume (1)
	pretend (2)
	pretty (1)
	prevent (1)
	prevented (1)
	prevention (1)
	previously (1)
	prey (1)
	price (1)
	priceless (1)
	prices (1)
	pride (2)
	primary (4)
	principal (1)
	principle (2)
	principles (1)
	Prior (1)
	priority (1)
	prison (1)
	pristine (11)
	pristinest (1)
	privilege (3)
	probably (7)
	problem (4)
	problems (5)
	proceeding (1)
	process (79)
	processes (5)
	produced (3)
	producer (1)
	producing (3)
	Production (17)
	productivity (2)
	professional (1)
	professionally (2)
	professionals (2)
	Professor (3)
	profit (3)
	profitable (1)
	profiteers (1)
	profits (2)
	PROGRAM (26)
	Progress (1)
	Project (8)
	projects (7)
	prominently (1)
	promise (2)
	promoting (1)
	promptly (1)
	proper (2)
	properly (3)
	properties (2)
	property (2)
	proportions (1)
	proposal (12)
	proposed (7)
	proposing (2)
	prospect (4)
	prospects (1)
	prospering (1)
	prosperity (4)
	protect (39)
	protected (15)
	protecting (12)
	protection (14)
	protections (4)
	protectors (1)
	protein-rich (1)
	Protestant (1)
	proud (11)
	proudly (3)
	Prove (1)
	proved (1)
	proven (3)
	provide (19)
	provided (5)
	provides (4)
	providing (6)
	proving (1)
	provision (2)
	proximity (1)
	prudent (1)
	Prudhoe (4)
	psychology (1)
	PTSD (2)
	PUBLIC (72)
	published (5)
	Puerto (2)
	pull (8)
	pulling (1)
	pumped (1)
	pumping (1)
	pups (1)
	purpose (8)
	purposes (8)
	pursuant (1)
	pursue (1)
	pursuing (1)
	pursuit (1)
	push (1)
	pushed (2)
	put (12)
	puts (1)
	putting (2)

	Q
	quality (6)
	question (5)
	questions (2)
	queue (3)
	queued (3)
	quick (4)
	quicker (4)
	quickly (5)
	quiet (2)
	Quit (1)
	quite (3)
	quote (9)

	R
	radically (1)
	rafts (1)
	rainstorm (1)
	raise (5)
	raised (4)
	raising (3)
	ranch (1)
	random (2)
	Range (11)
	Ranger (4)
	ranges (1)
	raped (2)
	rapid (2)
	rapidly (1)
	rare (1)
	rate (7)
	rates (4)
	rationally (1)
	ravage (1)
	reach (2)
	reached (2)
	reaction (1)
	read (5)
	reading (1)
	reads (1)
	Ready (9)
	reaffirm (1)
	Reagan (1)
	real (12)
	reality (3)
	realize (2)
	realized (1)
	really (21)
	rear (1)
	reason (7)
	reasonable (1)
	reasons (9)
	Rebecca (3)
	rebirth (1)
	recedes (1)
	receding (1)
	receive (4)
	received (6)
	recipe (1)
	reckless (5)
	reclamation (3)
	recognize (3)
	Recognized (5)
	recommend (2)
	recommendations (2)
	recommended (2)
	recon (1)
	reconciliation (1)
	reconstructed (1)
	record (16)
	recorded (2)
	recover (1)
	recoverable (1)
	recovery (1)
	recreation (1)
	recreational (2)
	rectify (1)
	Red (2)
	reduced (3)
	reference (2)
	referenced (1)
	referred (2)
	reflect (3)
	reflected (3)
	reflecting (1)
	refrain (1)
	refraining (1)
	refrigerant (1)
	Refuge (183)
	Refuge, (1)
	refuges (3)
	refuge's (1)
	refuse (1)
	Regarding (3)
	Region (21)
	Regional (6)
	regions (2)
	region's (1)
	regularly (1)
	rehabilitator (3)
	reindeer (1)
	related (2)
	relates (1)
	relations (4)
	relationship (4)
	relatively (1)
	relatives (1)
	release (1)
	released (2)
	reliability (1)
	reliable (1)
	relief (1)
	religion (1)
	religious (7)
	relocate (1)
	relocation (1)
	rely (11)
	remain (5)
	remaining (2)
	remains (1)
	Remarks (7)
	remediate (1)
	remedy (1)
	remember (6)
	remind (1)
	reminded (1)
	reminder (5)
	reminders (1)
	remnants (1)
	remote (3)
	remove (1)
	renaissance (1)
	render (1)
	renew (1)
	renewable (7)
	renewables (3)
	repeat (3)
	repeatedly (1)
	repentance (2)
	replenish (1)
	report (5)
	reported (2)
	reporter (4)
	reports (1)
	Reppenhagen (2)
	represent (14)
	Representative (2)
	Representatives (5)
	represented (1)
	representing (6)
	represents (2)
	reproduction (1)
	Republican (3)
	Republicans (2)
	request (6)
	requested (1)
	requests (4)
	require (6)
	required (7)
	requirements (6)
	requires (4)
	research (14)
	researcher (3)
	reservation (2)
	reserved (1)
	Reserves (9)
	reservoir (2)
	reside (1)
	resident (2)
	residents (6)
	resolution (1)
	resolutions (1)
	resource (17)
	Resources (36)
	respect (4)
	respected (1)
	respectful (2)
	respectfully (1)
	respiratory (1)
	respond (1)
	respondents (1)
	response (6)
	responses (1)
	responsibilities (3)
	responsibility (12)
	responsible (9)
	responsibly (1)
	rest (9)
	restitution (1)
	restore (1)
	restraint (1)
	restriction (2)
	restrictions (1)
	restroom (1)
	restrooms (1)
	result (5)
	resulting (1)
	results (3)
	retired (4)
	retreat (1)
	return (4)
	returned (1)
	reveal (1)
	revenue (1)
	revenues (1)
	reversed (1)
	review (7)
	revolution (2)
	Rexford (5)
	Rhonda (3)
	rich (1)
	Richard (9)
	richest (2)
	richness (1)
	Rico (2)
	rig (3)
	right (60)
	rightful (2)
	rights (19)
	rigs (3)
	rippled (1)
	rise (2)
	risen (1)
	rising (6)
	risk (6)
	risks (1)
	river (3)
	rivers (2)
	road (9)
	roads (17)
	roadside (1)
	Robert (1)
	Robinson (3)
	robust (2)
	Rock (1)
	rod (1)
	role (6)
	roles (1)
	Ronald (1)
	room (11)
	Roosevelt (2)
	Rosemary (1)
	route (1)
	routes (1)
	routine (1)
	row (1)
	Rudy (3)
	ruin (2)
	ruining (1)
	rule (1)
	rules (2)
	run (4)
	Running (4)
	runs (1)
	rural (1)
	rush (6)
	rushed (5)
	Rushing (1)
	Russia (1)
	Ryan (1)

	S
	sacred (15)
	sacrifice (3)
	sacrificed (2)
	sad (2)
	saddens (1)
	saddling (1)
	safe (11)
	safely (4)
	Sagavanirktok (1)
	sake (1)
	Sakowin (1)
	sale (12)
	sales (8)
	Salmon (1)
	Salvo (3)
	sanctuary (1)
	sandpiper (1)
	Sandra (3)
	sands (1)
	sanitation (1)
	Sarah (13)
	sat (1)
	satellite (1)
	Saudi (1)
	save (1)
	saved (2)
	saw (2)
	saying (8)
	says (2)
	scale (1)
	scar (2)
	scarce (1)
	scars (1)
	scenic (1)
	schedule (2)
	scheduled (1)
	Scherer (3)
	scholar (1)
	Scholars (6)
	school (14)
	school-aged (1)
	schools (3)
	science (13)
	science-based (1)
	Sciences (1)
	scientific (5)
	scientifically (1)
	scientists (3)
	scope (2)
	SCOPING (25)
	Scout (1)
	screen (7)
	scrolling (2)
	sea (15)
	seals (1)
	season (2)
	seasons (1)
	seat (1)
	second (7)
	secondary (1)
	Secondly (1)
	Secretary (13)
	Secretary's (1)
	Section (8)
	secured (1)
	securing (1)
	security (10)
	see (41)
	seeing (4)
	seek (2)
	seeking (2)
	seen (5)
	sees (1)
	seismic (3)
	seize (1)
	self (1)
	self-determination (2)
	self-preservation (1)
	sell (2)
	selling (3)
	Seminole (1)
	Senate (8)
	Senator (3)
	Senators (2)
	send (1)
	sending (1)
	Senior (6)
	sense (4)
	sensitive (7)
	sent (1)
	separate (3)
	separated (1)
	September (1)
	Serengeti (1)
	Sergeant (1)
	serious (5)
	seriously (6)
	seriousness (1)
	serve (7)
	served (7)
	Service (13)
	serviced (1)
	Service's (1)
	set (14)
	setting (2)
	settles (1)
	seven (1)
	seventh (1)
	severe (1)
	severity (1)
	sexual (1)
	shadow (1)
	shale (2)
	Shame (5)
	shameful (1)
	Shantha (4)
	share (6)
	shared (4)
	shareholders (1)
	sharing (1)
	sheets (2)
	Shell (1)
	shoot (1)
	shootings (1)
	shore (1)
	shorebird (1)
	short (2)
	shortcuts (1)
	shortening (1)
	shortsighted (2)
	shout-out (1)
	show (8)
	shown (3)
	shows (6)
	shrinking (1)
	Shue (3)
	side (10)
	sidebar (1)
	sides (5)
	Siekaniec (2)
	Sierra (4)
	sights (2)
	sign (2)
	signage (1)
	signals (1)
	signed (4)
	signers (1)
	significance (4)
	significant (9)
	significantly (3)
	signs (1)
	silence (1)
	Silver (2)
	similar (3)
	similarly (1)
	simple (2)
	simply (7)
	Sincerely (2)
	sing (1)
	single (5)
	Singleton (3)
	sings (1)
	sir (4)
	sister (1)
	sisters (3)
	sit (8)
	site (3)
	sites (2)
	sits (1)
	sitting (5)
	situated (1)
	situation (2)
	situations (1)
	six (1)
	sixth (2)
	size (7)
	skin (2)
	sky (1)
	slept (1)
	slice (1)
	slickwater (3)
	slide (5)
	slipped (1)
	sliver (1)
	slogan (1)
	Slope (47)
	Slope's (1)
	slot (1)
	slowly (2)
	small (11)
	smaller (1)
	smart (1)
	smarter (1)
	smelling (2)
	smoke (1)
	sniper (3)
	snow (6)
	social (8)
	Society (11)
	socioeconomic (4)
	sod (1)
	soft (1)
	soil (1)
	solar (3)
	sold (1)
	solid (2)
	solidified (1)
	Solomon (2)
	solutions (3)
	solve (3)
	Somebody (2)
	someone's (1)
	son (6)
	song (8)
	sons (1)
	Sophia (3)
	sorority (3)
	Sorry (5)
	sort (2)
	sought (1)
	sound (1)
	sounds (1)
	source (1)
	sources (5)
	south (12)
	southern (3)
	southward (1)
	Southwest (3)
	sovereignty (1)
	space (2)
	spaces (1)
	spanning (1)
	sparkling (1)
	speak (47)
	Speaker (25)
	Speakers (21)
	speaking (28)
	speaks (3)
	special (15)
	specialized (2)
	species (36)
	specific (4)
	spectacular (3)
	speeches (1)
	spend (3)
	spending (2)
	spent (6)
	spill (4)
	spills (6)
	Spine (1)
	spirit (5)
	spiritual (3)
	spiritualities (1)
	spirituality (2)
	spiritually (2)
	Spiro (1)
	spoke (5)
	spoken (4)
	spokesperson (1)
	spot (1)
	spotter (1)
	sprawling (1)
	spring (3)
	spring-summer (1)
	squabbles (1)
	square (3)
	squeeze (1)
	Sr (1)
	stability (2)
	stable (1)
	staff (2)
	stake (10)
	stakeholders (1)
	stand (17)
	standard (1)
	standards (3)
	standing (1)
	start (8)
	started (12)
	starting (2)
	starve (1)
	starving (1)
	State (32)
	stated (3)
	statehood (1)
	STATEMENT (8)
	States (23)
	station (1)
	stations (1)
	status (1)
	statutes (1)
	statutory (2)
	stay (3)
	staying (1)
	steadily (2)
	steak (2)
	stealing (1)
	Steege (4)
	Steering (4)
	stellar (1)
	step (5)
	steps (2)
	Stern (4)
	Steve (2)
	Stevens (5)
	stewardship (1)
	stick (1)
	sticker (1)
	stipulation (1)
	stipulations (1)
	stole (2)
	stolen (1)
	stomping (1)
	stood (1)
	stop (7)
	store (1)
	stories (4)
	storms (1)
	story (2)
	strain (1)
	stranded (1)
	strategic (1)
	streams (1)
	Street (6)
	streets (1)
	Streever (1)
	strength (1)
	strengthen (1)
	strong (9)
	stronger (1)
	strongest (1)
	strongly (14)
	structures (2)
	struggle (1)
	stuck (1)
	students (3)
	studied (1)
	Studies (7)
	study (9)
	stuff (3)
	Subhankar (4)
	subject (1)
	submit (6)
	submitted (2)
	submitting (3)
	subsequently (1)
	subsidiaries (1)
	subsidize (1)
	subsidized (1)
	subsistence (20)
	substance (1)
	substances (1)
	substantial (1)
	subsurface (2)
	success (1)
	successful (3)
	suggest (1)
	suggesting (2)
	suicide (2)
	suicides (1)
	suit (2)
	summer (5)
	summertime (1)
	summertimes (1)
	Sunshine (1)
	Superfund (1)
	supplies (2)
	support (24)
	supported (4)
	supporters (4)
	supporting (4)
	supports (4)
	supposed (6)
	sure (21)
	surely (1)
	surface (5)
	surpass (1)
	surrounding (3)
	Survey (3)
	surveys (2)
	survival (4)
	survive (3)
	survived (2)
	surviving (1)
	survivor (1)
	sustain (3)
	sustainability (1)
	sustainable (4)
	sustainably (1)
	sustained (1)
	sustains (1)
	sustenance (2)
	swamp (1)
	swans (2)
	swell (1)
	swimming (1)
	swirly (1)
	symbol (1)
	Syracuse (2)
	System (7)
	systems (1)

	T
	table (4)
	tackling (1)
	tag (1)
	taiga (1)
	take (42)
	taken (6)
	takes (2)
	talk (21)
	talked (5)
	talking (7)
	tangible (1)
	tantamount (1)
	TAPS (3)
	tar (1)
	Tara (3)
	target (1)
	task (1)
	tasked (3)
	taste (1)
	taught (1)
	Tax (21)
	taxing (1)
	taxpayer (3)
	taxpayers (3)
	teach (1)
	teacher (3)
	teaching (3)
	teams (1)
	tear (2)
	technical (2)
	technicalities (1)
	technically (1)
	techniques (1)
	technologies (4)
	technology (9)
	Ted (1)
	Teddy (2)
	tell (10)
	telling (2)
	temperature (1)
	Temperatures (5)
	Temporal (1)
	temporary (1)
	tenant (1)
	tens (1)
	tentative (1)
	tents (1)
	term (1)
	terminals (2)
	terms (3)
	tern (1)
	terns (1)
	terrain (2)
	terrible (1)
	territory (1)
	terrors (1)
	test (1)
	testify (2)
	testifying (2)
	testimony (9)
	testing (1)
	Texas (2)
	texting (1)
	thank (143)
	thankful (1)
	thanks (5)
	thawing (1)
	theirs (2)
	theory (1)
	therapist (1)
	thing (16)
	things (18)
	think (32)
	thinking (6)
	Third (6)
	Thompson (1)
	thorough (3)
	thought (5)
	thoughts (2)
	thousand (1)
	thousands (12)
	threat (15)
	threatened (5)
	threatening (1)
	threatens (1)
	threats (2)
	three (10)
	thrive (1)
	thrived (2)
	thrown (1)
	thrush (1)
	thrust (1)
	Thumma (3)
	ticks (3)
	tide (1)
	tied (1)
	time (63)
	timeline (2)
	timer (2)
	times (6)
	timing (1)
	tiniest (1)
	tinkering (1)
	tip (1)
	title (2)
	Tizya-Tramm (4)
	today (51)
	today's (1)
	told (8)
	toll (1)
	tongue (1)
	tonight (17)
	Tonya (5)
	tools (1)
	tooth (1)
	top (4)
	topic (1)
	totally (1)
	touch (2)
	touched (1)
	touches (1)
	tough (1)
	touted (1)
	town (1)
	towns (3)
	Township (1)
	toxic (4)
	toxins (1)
	trace (1)
	track (3)
	tracked (1)
	tracking (2)
	tracts (1)
	trade (2)
	tradition (1)
	traditional (14)
	traditions (2)
	tragic (1)
	trails (1)
	train (2)
	trained (3)
	training (2)
	Trans-Alaska (2)
	transcript (1)
	transition (1)
	transitioning (1)
	transnational (1)
	transparency (1)
	transportation (3)
	transported (1)
	trapped (1)
	trash (1)
	Trash, (1)
	trauma (1)
	travel (2)
	traveled (4)
	traveling (1)
	traversed (2)
	treasure (2)
	treasured (3)
	treat (3)
	treated (1)
	treaties (1)
	treating (1)
	treatment (1)
	treaty (3)
	trek (1)
	tremendous (2)
	trend (1)
	Trends (1)
	Trent (1)
	Tribal (18)
	Tribe (4)
	Tribes (1)
	tried (1)
	trillion (1)
	trip (1)
	tripled (1)
	trips (1)
	trouble (1)
	troubling (1)
	truck (1)
	trucks (1)
	true (13)
	truly (5)
	Trump (5)
	Trump's (1)
	trust (3)
	truth (5)
	try (7)
	trying (8)
	tubes (1)
	tundra (9)
	turn (5)
	turned (5)
	turning (2)
	turtles (1)
	twice (6)
	two (24)
	two-thirds (2)
	two-tiered (1)
	two-way (1)
	type (1)
	types (1)
	tyranny, (1)

	U
	U.S (31)
	U.S.-Canada (1)
	ultimately (2)
	unacceptable (1)
	uncle (1)
	uncles (1)
	unconventional (1)
	undemocratic (1)
	undeniable (1)
	undergoing (1)
	underground (1)
	underneath (1)
	underscore (2)
	underscoring (1)
	understand (15)
	understanding (1)
	understands (2)
	undertake (1)
	undertakes (1)
	undeveloped (2)
	undisturbed (1)
	undoubtedly (1)
	undue (1)
	unemployed (1)
	unemployment (1)
	unfounded (1)
	unique (8)
	uniquely (1)
	unit (1)
	unite (1)
	United (17)
	University (5)
	unjust (1)
	unlawful (1)
	unmitigable (1)
	unnecessary (3)
	unparalleled (1)
	unpopular (1)
	unprecedented (3)
	unquote (2)
	unrealistic (1)
	unsound (1)
	unspoiled (1)
	unsure (1)
	untangle (1)
	untouched (1)
	upfront (1)
	Upstate (6)
	upward (1)
	urge (10)
	urgent (1)
	urging (3)
	USA (2)
	use (12)
	useful (1)
	useless (1)
	users (1)
	uses (5)
	USGS (2)
	usually (3)
	Utqiagvik (3)

	V
	vacate (2)
	vacation (2)
	vacuum (1)
	Valdez (1)
	Valley (1)
	valuable (2)
	value (13)
	valued (1)
	values (11)
	vanity (1)
	Varden (1)
	varieties (1)
	variety (1)
	various (2)
	vast (2)
	vegetation (1)
	vehemently (1)
	vehicles (2)
	Venetie (14)
	verbal (1)
	verbalize (1)
	verge (1)
	versus (3)
	viable (2)
	vibrant (2)
	Vice (2)
	vicinity (1)
	victims (1)
	videoconferencing (1)
	Vietnam (2)
	view (1)
	viewpoints (1)
	views (3)
	vigilant (1)
	Village (45)
	villages (16)
	violate (2)
	violation (1)
	violence (2)
	Virginia (9)
	virtually (2)
	visit (1)
	visited (3)
	visits (2)
	vital (5)
	vitally (2)
	Voice (12)
	Voice, (1)
	voices (8)
	volunteer (1)
	vote (3)
	voted (2)
	votes (1)
	voting (1)
	vulnerable (6)
	Vuntut (2)

	W
	Wackowski (2)
	Waconi, (1)
	Wadlington (3)
	Wainwright (3)
	wait (2)
	waiting (1)
	waive (2)
	waived (1)
	walk (6)
	walked (1)
	Walker (2)
	walking (1)
	Wanless (1)
	want (59)
	wanted (8)
	wanting (1)
	wants (3)
	War (3)
	warm (1)
	warmer (1)
	warming (10)
	warning (1)
	Washington (9)
	waste (4)
	wastewater (1)
	wasting (2)
	watch (2)
	Watched (1)
	watching (4)
	water (23)
	waterfowl (5)
	waterproofing (1)
	water-related (1)
	waters (1)
	waterways (1)
	Watkins (1)
	waves (2)
	waving (1)
	way (53)
	ways (6)
	wealth (1)
	wealthy (1)
	weaning (1)
	wearing (1)
	web (2)
	website (1)
	week (2)
	weeks (2)
	weigh (1)
	weight (1)
	weighted (2)
	Weiss (5)
	Welcome (9)
	welcoming (2)
	welfare (1)
	well (28)
	well-being (3)
	well-established (1)
	wells (3)
	Wendy (3)
	went (11)
	We're (70)
	west (4)
	Western (5)
	We've (27)
	whale (3)
	white (1)
	white-front (1)
	Whitehorse (1)
	wholly (1)
	wide (2)
	widely (1)
	widespread (1)
	Wien (1)
	wild (9)
	Wilderness (29)
	wildernesses (1)
	wildest (3)
	wildfires (1)
	wildland (1)
	wildlands (1)
	Wildlife (167)
	William (1)
	Williams (6)
	Williston (1)
	Wilmington (1)
	win (1)
	wind (2)
	wing (1)
	winning (1)
	winter (7)
	wintering (1)
	winters (1)
	wintertime (1)
	wise (1)
	wish (4)
	witness (1)
	witnessed (1)
	woken (2)
	wolf (1)
	wolverines (1)
	wolves (5)
	woman (1)
	women (3)
	wonderful (6)
	wondering (1)
	wondrous (1)
	woods (1)
	wool (1)
	word (1)
	words (7)
	work (33)
	worked (14)
	worker (1)
	workforce (1)
	working (10)
	works (3)
	world (24)
	world-class (1)
	worlds (1)
	world's (1)
	worldwide (1)
	worried (1)
	worse (2)
	worst (4)
	worth (4)
	Wotocott (2)
	Wow (1)
	Wow, (1)
	wrap (1)
	wrapping (1)
	wreaking (1)
	write (4)
	writing (5)
	written (12)
	wrong (6)
	wrong-headed (1)
	wrote (3)
	Wyoming (1)

	Y
	year (32)
	yearly (1)
	year-round (1)
	years (77)
	yellow (1)
	Yellowstone (1)
	yesterday (2)
	York (17)
	young (8)
	younger (1)
	youth (2)
	Yukon (1)
	Yup'ik (4)

	Z
	zero (2)
	Zinke (5)
	Zinke, (1)
	Zoe (1)
	Zone (1)



