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P-ROCEEDI-NGS

M5. KAREN MOURI TSEN: Hel l o, everyone.
Thank you for being here. W are going to get started. |
think you all can hear ne, right? GCkay. [|'mKaren
Mouritsen Acting State Director for BLM Al aska. Thank you
for comng to our scoping meeting for the coastal plain
EIS. Please continue getting breakfast and getting
si t uat ed.

And we first really want to thank the people of
Venetie for the wonderful dinner |ast night they provided
for us and for providing breakfast this morning.

So in a second, I'mgoing to introduce everyone.

Do we want to have an invocation? Gkay. Opening
prayer and opening song. And we are fixing the
m crophone, so that will be in just a mnute. So continue
getting breakfast.

So why don't | introduce people while we are getting
the m crophone hooked up. I'll just shout. How about
that? 1'm Karen Muritsen, Acting State Director for BLM
Al aska. Joe Balash is our Assistant Secretary for Land
and M nerals Managenent at Interior. And we have got Geg
Si ekaniec, the Regional Director of Fish & Wldlife
Service. N cole Hayes is our project nmanager. Mary
Vavrik is our court reporter. And before we start, 11|
give you a few tips on speaking so Mary can make sure she
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gets your words down correctly.

Let's see. W have Hollis Tw tchell and Brandon
Bosch fromFish & Wldlife Service. Stand up and wave.
Chad Ricklefs and Any Lewis, they are assisting us with
this meeting. Mry Rose Ganboa is going to translate for
us. Thank you, Mary Rose.

Mke Geryic is here fromlinterior in the kitchen.
Thank you, Mke. And that's everyone who has cone.

So do we want to have the invocation now? | guess |
can say a few-- There is a list for speaking. So we are
going to have the invocation, and then Joe is going to say
a few words, and then the purpose here is to get comments
fromyou all. And so please sign the list back there.

So when we do take conments fromyou, if you cone up
here and speak into the microphone so that Mary can hear
you clearly and take -- Mary is taking down the
transcript. |f you want something translated, just wave
your hand or sonething and let us know. W wll have Mary
Rose translate. Wen you give the conments, if you are
speaking in GMch'in, that's great. |If you speak in
anot her |anguage, would you please |et Mary know because
she's noting down whether you are speaking in Gumch'in or
sonething else if she doesn't understand.

And pl ease say your nane clearly for Mary when you
start your comments so she can note down who it is.
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So should we -- do you want to say something first?
MR JOE BALASH. Are we ready for the
i nvocation?
(I'nvocation offered by Trinmble Gl bert.)
(A song was sung by the comunity and
drumm ng was perforned.)
MS. KAREN MOURI TSEN: Ckay. Thank you
W will have Joe say a few words, and then Nicole will
make her presentation, and we will get to the speakers.
MR JOE BALASH. Good nmorning. As Karen
said, ny nane is Joe Balash. |'mthe Assistant Secretary
for Land and M nerals Managenent at the Department of the
Interior. And for many of you, you do know this already,
but while | live in the Washington, D.C. area now, | |ived
in Alaska for 30 years. This is nmy hone.

And the process that we are undertaking here for the
Department of the Interior is a critical one, one that |
am personal ly involved in and attending all of these
scoping neetings and will be back to the region again as
this conversation nmoves al ong.

| know that there is enornmous passion, and today when
you nmeke your remarks, don't feel any hesitation. Please
speak freely. Conmunicate with us and tell us what is
inportant to you so that we make sure to take note of that
as we begin this Environnental |npact Statement process
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Nicole is going to explain a little bit nore about
what we are here today for and how that feeds into a
| onger and | arger process, but we are wanting to nmake sure
that we understand all of the right issues and we want to
make sure we evaluate all right issues in this process.

So if you would also just take note, we had a
conversation yesterday about making sure that the neeting
and hearing we are going to have on Friday in Washington,
D.C., |I've secured two spots for Dr. Stern and for Tiffany
so they both get the opportunity speak in \Washington at
the hearing in Washington, D.C

So thank you for your hospitality. Thank you for
hosting us here, and | ook forward to a productive meeting.

MS. NI COLE HAYES: Thank you, Joe. Again,
I"m N cole Hayes. |'mthe project manager for the coasta
plain oil and gas leasing EIS. 1'mgoing to go quickly
through the presentation because the reason why we're here
really is to hear fromall of you. And we do have to
| eave by 1:30 today, and so we want to ensure we can hear
fromall of you

That being said, | think Tonya is going to help
facilitate. So we are going to try and start with elders
so they can speak and share whatever conmments that they
want to share with us on the record. And then -- Tiffany
Is going to ensure the speakers that have signed up can
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come up and speak. And then we are going to try and keep
it to five mnutes so everybody has an opportunity. And
then if there is nore time at the end, then you can cone
up again if there is other things that you wanted to say.

After each slide | go through, Mary Rose is going to
translate. Again, I'mgoing to be pretty quick. So if
you have questions, during break please cone up and find
me and ask whatever questions you may have.

Today we are going to go through why we're here, the
coastal plain oil and gas leasing program W& are going
to discuss the requirenents of the Tax Act which require
the oil and gas |easing program what the agency
responsibilities are, why BLMis here, what Fish &
Wldlife Service's role is, what the NEPA process is and
what goes into the Environnental |npact Statement.

Subsi stence and ANI LCA Section 810, how that fits
toget her and how that rolls into the Environnental Inpact
Statement and the NEPA process and how to participate

(Translation into GMch'in.)
MS. MARY RCSE GAMBOA: \What | said is as

you speak, | like to do a short sentence at a tine because
if you neke it too long, then | forget what you say. So |
could doit -- chopit upalittle at a time and then |

can translate it.
(Translation into GMch'in.)
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MS. NICOLE HAYES: 1'mgoing to do what
Mary Rose suggested and just do a couple sentences and
then pass the mc back to her. So the Tax Cuts and Jobs
Act was enacted on December 22, 2017.

(Translation into GMch'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: It requires the
Secretary of the Interior, which delegated down to the
Bureau of Land Management, to inplement an oil and gas
| easing programwithin the coastal plain area, the area on
the map. It's the 1.6 mllion acres within the 19.3
mllion acres of the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge.

(Translation into GMch'in.)

M5. NI COLE HAYES: It also requires us to
have a mnimumof two | ease sales, with the first one
being within four years of enactment of the Act, the
second one within seven years. Each |ease sale nmust have
or offer for lease up to 400,000 acres of the highest
potential hydrocarbon areas.

(Translation into GMch'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: And | said up to

400,000 acres. It nust be a m ninum of 400,000 acres.
(Translation into GaMch'in.)

MS. NI COLE HAYES: So regarding the agency
responsibilities for the oil and gas |easing Environmental
| npact Statement, BLM adm nisters all federal m neral
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estate, including oil and gas under the Arctic Nationa
Wldlife Refuge.
(Translation into GMch'in.)

M5. NI COLE HAYES: BLMis responsible for
devel oping an oil and gas |easing program and we conduct
the | ease sal es.

(Translation into GaMch'in.)

MS. NI COLE HAYES: The Fish & Wldlife
Service is responsible for admnistering the surface of
the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge. They manage the
surface, and they are also a cooperating agency in this
process, so we are working very closely with them

(Translation into GaMch'in.)

MS. NI COLE HAYES: This next slide shows
the extent of the BLMoil and gas |easing and devel opnent
process. W are in the |easing phase. Qur Environnental
| npact Statement is for the |easing program Any
subsequent or separate activities would require a separate
NEPA anal ysis or some sort of environnental docunent.

(Translation into GaMch'in.)

MS. NI COLE HAYES: So this slide shows the
National Environnental Policy Act process. It started
with enactment of the Act on Decenber 22, 2017, but the
ElS actual |y was started with the scoping on April 20,
2018. The parts of this process | really want to
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hi ghlight are the public comrent periods. W are in one
of themright now It's the scoping phase. It goes
through June 19, 2018 and al so when the draft El'S goes out
for public conment. | also want to highlight that
gover nnent - t o- gover nment consul tation occurs throughout
the process, and so tribal councils and tribal governments
can provide input into the process during any tinme.
(Translation into GMch'in.)

M5. Nl COLE HAYES: And at the conpletion
of the Environnental |npact Statement process, which are
all these steps outlined on these slides, then we prepare
a Record of Decision and would hold the first |ease sale.

(Translation into GaMch'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: A critical part of the
NEPA process here in A aska, but it's a separate process,
I's subsistence and how it fits in with ANILCA Section 810.
ANI'LCA Section 810 requires an initial evaluation of the
| easing progranmi s inpacts to subsistence uses and
resour ces.

(Translation into GaMch'in.)

M5. NI COLE HAYES: If the initia
evaluation is it may significantly restrict subsistence
uses, subsistence hearings are held. And these
subsi stence hearings are held during the same time a
public coment neeting would be held, so the public
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conment neeting -- again, it's separate, so the public

conment neeting would wap up, and then a subsistence

hearing would be held to receive input into the

subsi stence inpacts and the ANILCA 810 process.
(Translation into GMch'in.)

M5. NI COLE HAYES: And once the final EI'S
is prepared, the final determnation, the final AN LCA 810
determnation is appended to the final ElS

(Translation into GaMch'in.)

MS. NI COLE HAYES: So the decisions that
we have to make pertain to the alternatives and
devel opment of the alternatives, what |ease sale tracts to
offer for sale, what |ease stipulations should be, so
where are the areas that you are nmost concerned about,
what are the resources you' re nost concerned about, what
are your reconmendations for best managenent practices or
areas to avoid. That's the type of input that we are
| ooking for and that we really need as we devel op these
alternatives

(Translation into GaMch'in.)

MS. NI COLE HAYES: To date we have seven
cooperating agencies: The U S. Fish & Wldlife Service,
as | mentioned, the Environnental Protection Agency, the
State of Alaska, the North Sl ope Borough, and the Native
Village of Venetie Tribal CGovernment, the Arctic Village
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Counci | and the Venetie Village Council
(Translation into GMch'in.)

M5. NI COLE HAYES: Cooperating agencies
provide input into the devel opment of the Environnental
| npact Statement process, and they bring their specialized
expertise, so provide input into those sections in which
they have specialized expertise or jurisdiction by |aw.

(Translation into GMch'in.)

MS. NI COLE HAYES: Up on the screen is a
tentative schedule. W did start the EI'S process, the
Environnental |npact Statenent process, with publication
of the Notice of Intent. W are in the scoping period
right now. According to the schedule, we will be
devel oping and we do have an alternatives workshop
scheduled for July. W wll be developing alternatives
this summer with publication of a draft EISin the fall.
There will be a public review of that draft in the
fall/winter tine frane. W will revise that draft
Environnental Inpact Statenent based off of those public
conments we receive during that period, and then the fina
El S woul d be published in the spring of 2019 with a | ease
sale and a Record of Decision in spring/sumer 2019.

(Translation into GMch'in.)

M5. NI COLE HAYES: So this is just our

schedul e of scoping neetings. W have had all of them
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except for Kaktovik and Washington, D.C., which Kaktovik
is this afternoon, which is why we have to | eave at 1:30,
and then \Washington, D.C. is Friday. So we |ook forward
to seeing several of you in Washington, D.C

(Translation into GMch'in.)

MS. NI COLE HAYES: The nost inportant part
of the scoping process is providing conments, so we will
start taking public conment as soon as | wap this up.

But you can also go online and submt themon this web
address that's on the handout at the front desk with Any
and Chad. You can email themto that email address, or
you can mail themin via hard copy if you are not
interested, or you can do a conbination. So if you do
provi de public coment today, please, if you have witten
testinony, please provide that to Mary, as well.
(Translation into GMch'in.)

M5. Nl COLE HAYES: So that concludes ny
presentation. And we can start taking public coment
ri ght away.

M5. MARGORIE G MVELL: Hello. M nanme is
Margorie Gmmell. I'mfromArctic Village. Venetie is
part of the Native Village of Venetie Tribal Governnent.
Arctic Village and Venetie are one tribe. And I just
wanted to wel cone you guys here to this community and for
this day to share our know edge and cul ture.
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And so let's see. | have -- so | say I'mfromArctic
Village, which is also Vashraii Koo in Guvch in M
parents are Marion Swaney and the late David Al bert. M

grandparents are Abraham and Dorothy John. |'m Neets'ai
Guch'in fromArctic. | have been here alnost 40 years.
Al 1"ve known is ny people's way of life, our traditiona
culture. | would like to talk about vadzaih, the caribou.

Li ke what a | ot of my people say, the caribou cannot speak
for themsel ves, so we have to speak for them

W want to protect our way of life. People can view
us as poor. We don't feel poor. The nost inportant thing
my tribe has taught me is that the land is inportant and
we are rich in land, and this is what is inportant to the
caribou. Qur people have to advocate for themto protect
all that's involved and all the people and the animals.

VW are here. W live here. W know what is best for
our people. Believe ne when | say that this wll
devastate our people, leave us with no culture and the
caribou with no home to go to. And the caribou will be
confused and have nowhere to go.

Al'though the directive is to drill, we ask the
government for no-action alternative.
Mahsi ' .

(Translation into GMch'in.)
MS. TIFFANY YATLIN. H. M nane is
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Tiffany Yatlin. I'mfromArctic Village, and I'mthe
tribal admnistrator for the Arctic Village Council.
have three children, ten, six and six nonths. 100 percent
of ny people live off the caribou and the fish and the
birds. The Arctic Refuge issue will really destroy it.
VWiat will happen if we don't have any caribou? M kids
and ny people will be in danger. The high cost of food in
our local stores are already high to get for our
residents. The airfare and the freight also are high.
This is ny third scoping nmeeting | have attended, and it's
not easy listening to all these conments and concerns.
And | hope you take this into consideration and think how
inportant this issue is to us. Qur livelihood is at
st ake.

Mahsi ' .

MS. SARAH JAMES: |1'mgoing to be really
brief. This is part of the testinmony. W have got -- we
got a whole map of where Gmch'in are living and what
place we are talking about, and people put down their body
to prove they want to save the Arctic. And the paper they
hand out over there, there is also witten. [|f anybody
want to do witten, be sure and do that. And ny brother
G deon brought in arts and craft wth caribou bones right
here that we do use it in arts and craft and way of life
W've got drumto tell a story. W have got a book here.
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It's called W Do It Qurself. 1991. |It's still good
And we are going to submit this into the testinony from
Veneti e.

And then we also got a friend that took a | ot of many
good pictures of the Arctic National Wldlife Refuge, Art
Davidson. The fam |y are nmaking a documentary for us. So
if you could just let themtell our story. And thisis a
map shows where the nountain is at, where the caribou are
at now, all that kind of stuff.

And we got a new copy of National Geographic. It's
al ready submtted by the photographer to the testinony.
And the title of the whole book is Planet or Plastic.

It's a pretty clear nessage here. And it got a |lot of
caribou here. That's what we are talking about. And this
is ny only copy, but it already got submtted.

M/ name is Sarah James. [|'mthe spokesperson for
Venetie Village, Arctic Village, and the whole
reservation. | got honored by the whole tribe here to be
advisory. And that's -- I'mreally honored. |f anybody
doubt this, | got a copy here.

And there is nmore about our culture. And yesterday |
was tal king about what we are really talking about is it's
li ke the (Speaking in Al askan Native |anguage). lizhik
Gnat s' an Gnandaii Goodlit. Norma Kassi fromQdd O ow gave
it the name, lizhik Gmrats'an Gaandaii Goodlit, Sacred

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O NO Ol WDN -

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNREPLOO®O®MNOOTON™AWNERO ®©

Page 17

Place Were the Life Begin. That means a birthplace.

Li ke ne, a woman, when | had -- when | was going to
have ny baby, | prepare to have ny baby for nine nonths
and then to deliver, and then nursing and then training.
W did -- all the nother do that. Al life do that.
Caribou do that. And that's the place they want to do gas
and oi | devel opnent. (Speaking in A askan Native
| anguage.) |It's a good place, a safe place, a healthy
place to have caribou cow to have the calf. And they have
done that for thousands of years.

Each and every one of those caribou -- right now
think there is 250,000 Porcupine caribou herd, and each
one born right there. It's been |ike that for thousands
of years.

Even when bow and arrow day, our people went through
a lot of starvation before. It's not like -- they don't
even bother with calving ground then. They let that thing
process so they can live. And that's where they want to
do gas and oi |l devel opment.

If there is any -- any -- we got our own expertise.
V¢ need to sit with them governnent-to-government. That's
what we are doing right now. And we got our own expertise
that we can make our own decision as a governnent with
their government. And that's what we are doing. And
yesterday | was tal king about that birthplace, lizhik
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Gnats' an Gnandaii Goodlit.

And another thing is that once the oil is in there,
they are not leaving. Like | said, they are going to cone
in the sumertime -- not sunmertime -- wintertine with ice
road. There is always oil spill every day where there is
oi | devel opment. And when it thaw out, it seep into the
tundra. There is no technology in the world that wll
clean up the seep into the tundra. And the only clear,
cl ean water cone from Brooks Range up here, and it drain
right into the Arctic Ccean. Very small area, very smal
coastal plain. And that's where they need to go. Once
that oil is there and the water comes through, the water
is going to get polluted in no time. Short tine fromthe
sale. That's water source. Qurs is going the other way.

So once they are there, if they get this |ease, they
are not leaving forever. They are going to be there. And
they call that devel opnent area, so we can't hunt. They
can't have any birthing. Right now over at Prudhoe Bay
and ot her devel opnent over on that side, people live
there, too, our friends. They can't hunt. They can't
fish there because it's a developnent area. It's a |ease
ground, a lease for oil. And oil are the -- in charge of
it, and we can't even walk in and ask them questions.
That's the way it's going be.

And today | had no time finding caribou | egging. W
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use every part of the caribou, even to the hooves, to the
marrow, to the ligament. This is how we skin them and
that's how we clean them [It's the way we cook it, and we
eat it with dry meat. W also get -- we |ove muktuk. We
li ke hooligan or fish fromthe coastal plain.

So the Inupiaq up there or the Inuit people up there,
they are not our enemy. W are still friends. We are
still neighbors, respected neighbor fromthe time
beginning. So don't make themfeel |ike they are our
eneny. They are not. They are just traditional |ike us
that really don't want to see gas and oil devel opnent.

But it's the corporation that buys them good school, roads
and all that, say, you know, we have to go for nore. And

it's not really them So we share and we still friend and
they are not our eneny.

So | just want to nmake sure we use a rattler for the
hooves and the best foods and the warmest foods we have is
caribou leg and foods. This is (Speaking in Al askan
Native |anguage.)

And that's all | wanted to say. | don't want to take
too much tine. And anybody have idea is -- you know, you
have a place right here that you can refer to. That's
(Speaking in Alaskan Native |anguage). Ckay.

MR. ALBERT FRANK: M nane is Al bert
Frank. |1'mthe tribal chief. 1'mgoing to talk in ny
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| anguage. (Speaking in Al askan Native | anguage.)

MS. SARAH JAMES: | think we have Eunice
Wlliams next. She's one of the elders here in Venetie.

MS. EUNICE WLLIAMS: (Speaking in Al askan
Native language.) Friends and relatives, ny name is
Eunice Wlliams. I'mfrom Venetie, and 1'm 81 years old
But I"'mtrying to say, | can't speak it in English. |
can't speak English good, so I'mgoing to say it in
Gmch'in. So what I'mtalking about, I'mgoing to talk

about -- | nean, I'mgoing to talk about caribou. And now
(speaking in Al askan Native | anguage.)
Mahsi' Choo

MR ABRAHAM HENRY, SR : Hello, everybody.
(Speaking in Al askan Native |anguage.) No airplanes, no
boats. \We are here. W raised here. Every day we go out
and hunt for sonething to eat, you know, every day. We
survive. Qur grandfather trained us. W hunted, you
know. W saw the animals. |'man old man now. |'m 82
years old. I'mtrapping, hunting, clinmb the nountain. |
have a trap line and everything, you know, on ny
grandfather's place. Now | don't know what |I'mgoing to

say about it. It's beautiful country, God' s country.
Nobody bot hered us. Nobody. Good living, you know, our
whol e mountain. [indiscernible] M son passed away. |'m

82 years old now. M and ny famly [indiscernible] I'man

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O NO Ol WDN -

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNREPLOO®O®MNOOTON™AWNERO ®©

Page 21

old man. | raised ny children already. | don't worry
about themno nore. | have been narried 60 years now.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER:  Transl ati on.
She did want to | eave the instruction for the people up
here after the translation is up to the -- to do the
translation. Some people cancelled. You got the list,
right?

MR. JERRY FRANK: Thank you for giving ne

this opportunity to speak. Mhsi' Choo. | welcone the
visitors and all the del egations that have come in to be
part of this testinony here today. 1'd like to say thank
you to my Gandpa Santa C aus.

And also | like -- you know, | kind of want to go

back, kind of go back years where before all these going
to happen, we are pretty much like stress free, that we
live on this |and that we depend on to harvest all our
food for our famly, for everybody, all the way from great
grandpa to grandmas, nothers, famlies. W are all bonded
strongly together, and we all depend on each other.

| kind of want to -- had kind of l|ike a vision |ast
night that says our Gmch'in caribou were going to go to
Canada, and the other caribou was com ng from Canada down,
and they met at the border line. And the Gamch'in caribou
say, hey, and the Gmich'in Canada caribou say, eh?

Vell, I'"mheading back this way. | got news for you
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Eh? And hey, they are going to drill on our |and or where
we go feed on -- our food is over there, and these oi
conpani es in Washington, D.C. said they are going to dril
on where we are going to -- our calving ground for

t housands and thousands of years. Eh? Heck with you. It
sounds |ike Washington, D.C. yourself, so I'mgoing to go
back and fight for it.

Fast forward. | kind of want to bring out to this
story sonething that was going to bring out that point is
that we had -- | was in town, and they were having a

harvesting forumat Mrris Thonpson's, and | just happened
to stop by, and looking at all these Native arts and
crafts, and | walked in this room and they were having --
it wasn't that much people, but | knew there was people
from Canada Fish & Wldlife, probably Hollis. Wre you
there, Hollis? Was it --

But, when | thought about it last night -- and | know
Sarah was there. [It's harvesting nanagenent caribou, how
much is Canada going to take and how much we are taking
here. And | want to keep that nunbers, how much we take
per year for each people that hunt for caribou so they
can -- we can keep counting on it and know how nuch we
take, but save nore for down the future.

And then out of somewhere, ANWR came out. And
sonehow the drilling came about. And one person says we
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got the technology to go drill at an angle, and we don't
have to borrow that ANVR.  But we can drill underneath it
and suck all the oil out. And somebody came up and stand
up over there, Guvch'in. | have been here 300 mllion

years, and |'meating caribou for 300 mllion years. Also
soneone stood up right in the center and got up and said
300 mllion years ago you were swinging fromtrees to
trees. You had a long tail, a nonkey.

But the point is, the two caribou, they were all
stressed out. And that's the way | feel, too, now A few
years ago | was feeling good before the new adm nistration
came into the w ndow and says, hey, we are going to drill
ANVR.  The whol e thing changes real quick. It stressed me
out. Is it going to stress out the caribou, too, when
they are going to be disturbed on their calving ground?
Are they going to be disturbed and are they going to be
stressed out? Are they going to be able to do their
normal calving to sustain the whole Gumich'in people here
ininterior? A so plus the coastal people, they depend on
it. They depend on everything for the food.

Everything we use fromcaribou, it -- if we disturb
and then they can't calve no nore, it will be a blowto
us. If you lose your caribou, you are going to |lose your
| anguage. You are going to | ose everything, who you are.
You just can't depend on the moose. There is no nore
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story for caribou. So much how we depend on it.

So | don't want to take all your tine. | can say
words afterwards all day long, but I'll give somebody a
chance because these guys have to | eave at 1:00.

So thank you very nuch. And you guys think about it.
| think about it. | think about my grandkids. M
grandkids, they like that Native food. They like it.

They say, Grandpa, what you going to cook today? Well,
I"mgoing to dice it up and put macaroni init. Wuat do
you call that? Indian goulash. Al right. On the top of
the Indian nenu, we are |ooking at what we eat off this

| and as delicacy. You eat sonething wild, it's better
than anything else in the world. Anything on top of the
Indian nenu is. Caribou is.

My nother is fromFort Yukon. She mgrated in
from-- her famly mgrated in from Canada area,
Wiitehorse. | can tell you all the stories about ny
grandpa, how he found Fort Yukon. He got stuck in a |og
and got [indiscernible], there was a pretty girl standing
up there. That's all it took.

Thank you very nuch.

MS. CRYSTAL SI STO DRUCK: Hello. Welcone
to Venetie, visitors and famly. M nane is Crystal Sisto
Druck. 1'mthe great great granddaughter of Reverend
Albert Tritt. M grandfather was the late Paul Tritt. M
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grandnma was the late Julia Tritt. M parents are Vern and
Louise Sisco. M father is fromSan Carlos, Arizona. M
mother is from Venetie Indian Reservation. | amthe

mot her of eight daughters and two sons.

| live here in Venetie. And I'mnot speaking for
mysel f, but |I'm speaking for the children, ny children, ny
grandchildren, their future children. M nmomw shes she
could be here. M daughter serves on the Venetie Village
Council. Her name is Tiliisia Sisto. It's her fifth year
running on the Venetie Village Council. She is the
youngest nenber. She is 23 years old. She's a single
mot her of two.

Right now all four of ny ol dest daughters wanted to
be here to testify, but one got invited to the
Denakanag' aa El ders and Youth Conference to represent
Venetie village. That is Genda Druck. She's a TCC youth
del egate. M other three got invited to the YEAH Summt,
yout h environmental agai nst al cohol and tobacco and
healthy living. And ny eldest that serves on the Venetie
Village Council is their chaperone. So all four of ny
daughters are out representing the Venetie village.

And so I'mhere to speak first for ny ol dest daughter
Tiliisia. This past winter, we did not have no neat. W
had no food stanps. W had no means of noney. CQur
freezers were enpty. W were living off of fish that was

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O NO Ol WDN -

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNREPLOO®O®MNOOTON™AWNERO ®©

Page 26

given to us and sent to us fromour friends in Gayling,
St. Mary's, Kaltag, Ruby and Rampart.

M/ daughter got paid. She took her paycheck, bought
around trip ticket to Arctic Village. As soon as she got
off the plane in Arctic Village she shot her first caribou
this past spring 30 mnutes after she got off the plane.
The next day she sent us four caribous. So we were very
fortunate because if you go to the store, the little piece
of meat costs $27.90. Times that by ten for 31 days, $270
times 31. | cannot afford this dinner alone. That does
not include breakfast and lunch for ny famly, plus we
have to pay for our own propane, which is $300 of propane,
which lasts 42 days. W timed it every tine.

M/ daughter bakes. W bake. We live off
subsistence. W live off fish. W live off birds, ducks.
95 percent of our groceries cones fromthis land. Because
we are not rich -- ny husband only has a part-tine job.

My daughter has a part-time job. | just stay hone and
take care of the kids. Five percent of our groceries
comes from Fairbanks. But if you include freight -- so if

you are paying for a piece of meat or a box of meat, you
are paying for groceries for $70 in Fairbanks, plus you
still have to pay for it to get it here to Venetie, which
the freight costs -- with the freight prices rising, it's
very outrageous. So basically that box of nmeat could feed
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my famly for maybe a week and a half, but we are paying
al nost $270.

Ri ght now yesterday we paid $350 for two boxes of
meat, a thing of tissue, and pull-ups and diapers. That
does not include the freight com ng from Fairbanks.

Coming froma big famly with [imted incone and
resources for nmy children, | just want to encourage you --
|"mnot a paid actress. |'mnot here standing in front of
you -- they didn't pay ne to stand here to nake you feel
sorry for me. |'man actual living person. M daughters
woul d be here today but, like I said, they are out on
their training trying to get more trainings in their
systems to one day stand here and speak for their people.

But | just wanted to let you know that my daughter in
30 minutes got off that plane, filled our freezers, and we
still have caribou in our freezers. She shot her first

caribou. And then when she shot her first caribou,
traditionally you' re supposed to give it away. And there
was a dear friend of ours in Fort Yukon who passed away.
H's name was Eric Luke. M daughter sent that whole
caribou to Fort Yukon. H's famly was very appreciative.
That's what we do in our Native way.

Wien a young person shoots their first kill, they
give it to the elders or anybody that's in need because
that's how we are. W share with one another. And if one
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person's freezer is enpty, whether you have a big famly
or not and you have no noney in your pocket, you still
share. W are not stingy people. W |ove one anot her,
care for one another. M children | have raised and
believe in CGod because ny grandmother Julia, you could
smel | her biscuits for mles around. She used to live
right over here in this big blue house.

A few days ago on Sunday they had a singing and
service there. [It's been 22 years since | heard people
sing in that house and had prayer and hold hands. M
heart felt good. | walked in that house and | heard them
singing. And that felt good because it was right before
this meeting and it gave me strength to stand here and
speak to all of you.

| know that you guys already have this goal of
drilling, but there are real people out there that have no
incone, and there are a |ot of people out there that has a
big famly like nyself. M children |ive off the land. |
have eight daughters. They all shot something. They all
know how to live off the land. They all know how to get
on a four-wheeler to go get a load of wood. If you see
four girls going to go ptarmgan hunting, you know that's
breakfast w th pancakes.

We don't have a grocery store where we can go. This
ain't Fred Meyer. | nean, a |loaf of bread don't cost
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$1.69. A loaf of bread here costs nmaybe between six and
$9. A box of cereal costs up to seven to $10. And for ny
famly, that's just like one bow -each.

| just want to strongly encourage all of you to
listen to me. This is ny heart. |f you could read ny
heart, to understand that there are real people out there
that really, really, really depend on this caribou. And
know. | have been reading the newspapers and stuff
saying, you know, oh, yeah, but they are driving on
four-wheelers and this and that. And howis their lights
going. You know, there are other ways around everything.
If you really | ook deep down in your heart, you |l ook for
alternatives

| mean, destroying a whole tribe that depends on
this, it's like making us into a third-world country. W
are in Anerica and we are the ones standing in front of
you begging for our rights for our |and.

Just earlier | was reading in a piece of newspaper
where this guy said how cone if they know that they were
going to drill on their land, how cone | feel like | got
stabbed in the back because ny own people couldn't dril
on that land and we couldn't profit fromit. You know, |
was reading that in one of these Anchorage newspapers
articles, and sort of trying to hit ne right there, you
know. It's like, well, you know, if we could have drilled
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on this land | ong ago, you would think we woul d have done
that, you know. But we don't want that. Qur children
our grandchildren and our great grandfathers and great
grandnot hers and those that passed on before us, they
fought for sonmething that they truly believed in and they
left it here for us to live.

In the future if you guys drill that oil, | don't
know what ny one person's words can say to neke a
difference. Al | amdoing is pleading for ny children
and ny daughter and her children and asking you please --
| don't want the drilling here. | don't want to pay
$27.90 for alittle piece of steak that | have to split
ten ways.

That's all | have to say.

MS. MARCIE WHI TWELL: Good norning. |'m
wearing John Fredson's shirt today. He's the guy who --
how you say? These are the guys who came up wth our
reservation, these pictures right here. These are our
el ders that came up with the reservation, and this guy is
the one who hel ped themto sign -- teach themhow to sign
their nanes so they could sign the petition to get the
reservation. |'mjust wearing this.

But | was thinking about what | was going to say.
And | had a dreamyesterday. See, | was born in Margaret
Creek down here. And then we noved here. And from here
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these el ders, they -- somehow they comunicated a | ong
time ago. That was the way of Native -- our way. But
anyway, they send ny dad to Arctic because we grew up --
they grew himup like a hunter to hunt for people. And
anyway, they nove us to Arctic. And we got caribou neat
fromthere to send here because a | ot of people went to
school in those days. There was hardly any hunters, just
young peopl e.

So that's where | came from fromagoing to Arctic.
And ny dad brought all of our famly -- there is Mra and
Kathy over there. There is |ike seven of us. W walked
through that whole Arctic Village nountains because we
were hunting for people to eat here. That was a | ot of
work. | was just alittle girl, but ny dad told us this
is how we have to survive. If we don't do this, grandma
will be hungry in Venetie. So that was in our heart as
brother and sister. And we did a |ot so, you know, people
could eat here, and Arctic, too. There was a |ot of
elders, too. And we fed all of them

And now they are tal king about this caribou. |
al nost went there before. | went right toward that place
where they have that -- where they have those baby --
calving and all that. Anyway, when you go toward that,
you are actually going to feel sonething. Something was
there as a little girl | couldn't understand, but for them
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those days, that was a big thing. There is our life right
there. This is our lifeline right there.

And | want to bring up, you guys are talking about
drilling on our land. |f you destroy our |and, inagine
what we get at store when we go shopping for neat.
Antibiotics. There is people getting sick fromall that.
|f you eat caribou, | don't worry about that because |
know where it came from And if | go to the store and
my -- you know, sonetimes we go to the store and get neat,
we get sick off it. Qur kids get sick off it. That's not
our way of life.

Qur way of life is go up to the mountain, kill that
caribou, skinit and bring it back. And you clean the
whole area. You don't just leave it like that. And Sarah
tal ked about all these bones you guys see. The cari bou.
The whol e body, you could use it as a tool. That's what
my dad taught ne. You could use anything for a tool on
that caribou, the animal; all the bones, everything. They
don't waste not hing.

And they tal k about this caribou fence where caribou
go in. As soon as they kill that caribou, they cone out.
My grandma said it worked so fast, they turn around, all
that bl ood and everything is gone because that's how nuch
respect we have for that land, for that animal. So it's
very inportant, you guys. (Speaking in A askan Native
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| anguage.) | don't need that. | grew up here. | don't
need paper to read what in ny heart -- ny heart is | got
ei ght grandkids and I want themto survive like I did.
You know, exercise is going, walking up there to get that
caribou. It's not you go up with a plane and shoot it.
That's not us. W got to walk and do it.

And you guys need to talk and talk fromyour heart.
These are for our kids. Like soneone said, caribou can't
speak for thenselves. W have to do it because God put us
here, and he gave us animals to protect. |If | see an
ani mal wounded, | got to kill it because | don't want to
see it suffer. That's the way | grew up.

So we all grew up different way. But guess what? W
all got hearts in the same place. W got blood flow ng
the sane way. And | want you to understand that if
caribou was taken away, | cannot live on that store neat
over there. That woul d make me sick. | got to have ny
Native food. A lot of these elders are like that.

And it's very inportant that you guys talk for your
kids. Do it for your kids and your grandkids because they
are inmportant. They are the future. And right now
everything is happening. A lot of bad things are
happening. But guess what? Thank God he take care of us,
every one of us. Every day, even though no nmatter what we
do, he forgive us. That's the way we grew up as a Native.
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Nunmber one first is God. You got to trust himwth
everything you got because you see, | lost a brother, too.
He was only 18. But God showed nme you can be stronger
than that. That's where he gave ne that strength

Like | said, please talk for caribou because it can't
speak for itself.

So Cod bl ess every one of you, and thank you for
bei ng here.

MS. SARAH JAMES: W got 20 people on the
list, and we don't have very nuch tine. 1:30 they have to
| eave, and sone of our visitors may not even get to speak,
so we'd like to have people speak in three mnutes, if you
could. And line -- and get ready to conme on. So even
wal ki ng fromover here take a while. So be here right on
the button.

MR ERNEST D. ERICK: W need nore tine.
V¥ need nore tine. You got the time to be here. W need
more tine.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: G ve us nore
tine.

MR. ERNEST D. ERICK: That's what we need
here. Thank you.

MS. MARY BETH SOLOMON. My nane is Mary
Beth Solonon. 1'ma Ga chyaa Gmch'in from Fort Yukon.
["ma council mermber down at Fort Yukon. And ny chief

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 35

asked me to conme up here and say a few words to you all
| was here yesterday during the consultation, government

to government. | understand all that. | had a few notes
here, but who knows if I'Il look at it or not.
However, | want you people to know that there are

other tribes up there supporting this issue of protecting
the calving grounds that we call 1002 at this time. |
listened to the elders. | listened to the |eadership. |
under stand some of the process. | have been to coll ege.
That helped a little bit.

|"ve never really stood up and spoke to people on
this issue. | talk to people in the background. W visit
our friends and all that. And | really support the issue
of no devel opment, no drilling in 1002 area. It's a
sacred ground. You hear that over and over, and you wll
hear that. |'mas | stand here as a Gwm chyaa GmMch'in, |
want you to know there are other indigenous people in
Al aska that support our efforts to protect this sacred
ground.

And the other thing | want to talk about was the EIS.
Ve tal k about it over and over. You have to understand
that once it's a witten document, you better look at it
and have a say. W can still change that document. Even
fromwhat we say mght not all go in there, but if you
read it, you could make sure it gets in there. And that's
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a message | want to bring to our young people now, that we
have to stand up

|"mglad the way that Venetie/Arctic trained their
young people, try to get our young people away from drugs
and alcohol. It's a hard job, but it can be done. W
need to learn the tools and use it for the protection of
what we hold so dear to our heart that we depend on

You know, | cone fromsmall people. M great
grandfather is Johnny Frank, and Sarah Frank is nmy great
grandmot her. That's ny nmother's grandparents. |'mthe
father of Jonathan Sol onmon, Sr., and ny mother is stil
alive down there in Fort Yukon. Her name is Hannah J.
Sol onon.

So | just want you to know that, that | watch and
|"ve learned. And | would really like to speak up on a
| ot of issues, but with a heart of our people it can be
done. And that's the message | bring from other
i ndi genous tribes to this village. This is ny hone. |

| ove this place. | have been to Arctic. | have been al
the places. | brought ny daughter when she was little.
You see that little girl walking around earlier, that's ny
granddaughter. | want themto get the feeling of ny

communi ty here.
This is where ny nother is from She was born up
there in Arctic Village area, Smoke Creek. She was raised
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up there. She |ost her nmother when she was little. So
she was allowed to live with certain people in the
villages sonetines. But the main one that really raised
her was Christian. And | got to nmeet all these elders
that we talk about. | even net Myra Roberts. That's way
back.

So anyhow, | did know all the elders. | |earned
lots. That's the nessage that | believe fromny heart and
fromny tribe and all other indigenous people of the
wor | d.

Mahsi ' .

MR BOBBY TRITT: Good norning or
afternoon. O norning yet. M nane is Bobby Tritt, for
the record. |'ma council menmber of Venetie Village
Counci| and born and raised in Arctic Village. M late --
my parents were Christian Tritt, Sr., traditional chief.
Lily Tritt was nmy nother, both passed.

Anyway, |'d like to talk -- say and tal k about 1002,
caribou, et cetera, the only place caribou herd --

Por cupi ne caribou herd born and survive. W need to -- we
need to stop. Exploration we need to protect this area
1002 from expl oration

Here in Venetie we pay $9 a gallon. In Arctic
Village they probably pay about $10. Hardly any of ny
peopl e work up north. Let's save 1002 for future
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generation. Mybe 100 years, 200 years, maybe forever we
need to save this place.

Me, | speak for the aninmals. | speak for Porcupine
caribou herd. It's home to -- it's hone to 250 ani nal
species up there, and mllions of mgration birds. And
there is 180 different kind of birds that goes there, and
birds fromas far away as Antarctica, Africa and all 50
states. However, Porcupine caribou herd is our bread and
butter and our food.

So I would say stop exploration on 1002. 1'd like to
t hank everybody here in Venetie, Arctic Village, all our
visitors. You guys are welconme to our town, including all
of you. And I'd like -- that's all I1've got to say for
NOW.

Thank you.

MR WLL MAYO | have so nuch that's in
my heart that 1'mgoing to go ahead and use a few notes so
| don't mss sonme inmportant things. So with that, ny name
is WII Mayo. |'mhere today for the Tanana Chiefs
Conference. That's officially. But in my heart, |I'mhere
to support the Garch'in Nation. Al of the tribes in this
region, 42, they all support Gamch'in Nation in their
fight to protect the 1002 area from devel opnent. But
Congress has made their decision, and this thing is on a
downward sl ope that we are not going to be able to stop.
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So today we are scoping what they are going to | ook
at as they make decisions that have already been nade.

They are scoping. | wish | could have confidence that the
scoping will be real, but I"'mnot going to lie to you
"Il speak the truth. | don't see that. | see this as an

exerci se, checking off the next thing on the list. And ny
heart grieves.

Qur people are suffering another trauma. They talk
about cultural trauma of the people. And you are
witnessing it happening right here. CQur hearts are heavy,
like they are tearing themout. Political decisions are
nmade.

| f 1 thought proposing a scope was really going to
hel p, this is what | would say: Don't mess around with
the calving ground. Stay away. Everybody knows cari bou
won't cal ve where people are. They like to say the
caribou get along with the pipeline. Those aren't calving
caribou. Those are mgrating feeding caribou. They don't
care. They can live with the pipeline. But when they
calve, they go far away to a safe and secret place where
they know from generations they won't be disturbed

If 1 thought that proposing a scope would really make
a difference here, | would propose that there would be
establ i shed a bal anced team of scientists -- sone federal
sone state, some fromthe Native conmunity -- who would go
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and do bal anced, true scientific research. What does it
mean to cal ving caribou behavior when trucks come in, when
roads are built, when infrastructure is established? And
where wi |l those caribou go if they won't calve there?

The only place they can go is east. The only other place.

Those caribou chose that place for a reason, and they
are smart. They know what works to protect their young.
They know they need the wind that's there. They need t hat
wi de open plain so they can see predators. They need the
wind to bl ow away the mosquitoes because nmosquitoes wil |
exsangui nate cal ves to death. They know why they cal ve
there. To the east is nountains. You go over nore
mountains, and finally you cone to a coastal plain on the
Canada side that's simlar, and sonetines they calve
t here.

My fear is that they will go east because they wll
come back down the nountain, they will see out there, oh,
there is roads, there is punps, there is people, it stinks
here, and they won't calve there. They will keep going.
And the only way they can go is east.

And what will that do to the path that they take when
they pass by your villages here? Wat will it do when
their mgratory routes possibly shift to the east? These
peopl e here, they will be left high and dry, nore trauna.
More trauna.
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|"msorry. | was going to do proper protocol. |
wanted to speak in front of the Venetie Village Chief
Dennis Erick, the Native Village of Venetie Chief Steve
Frank, and Arctic Village Chief Janes John, traditiona
chi efs Abraham Henry, Sr. and Trinble Glbert. | wanted
to first ask your perm ssion to address you on your |and.
| failed to do that because |'mnot supposed to take too
| ong.

And | really respect your |eaders for your standing
up and your past |eaders who are chiefs, like G deon
Janmes, Sarah who al ways spoke up. Ernest. | remenber
these chiefs froma long tine ago.

So | just want to say ny village is Tanana (speaking
in Athabascan). It's about 250 mles east of here. \Wen
they built the pipeline and the road to support it, no
more caribou came behind our village. W would go behind
our village 14 mles. W would go over the rise in the
al pine country, and we woul d see caribou. W could bring
it hone. You can go up there any tinme now, you wll never
see themagain. They never cone back. It's a trauma.

"1l make a couple nmore points. | know | took too
much time, Sarah. | think Sarah |ost her watch, though.

So protect that ground. And | think a real bal anced
scientific study without political interference.

Political interference would be that if a true study was
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given that woul d show the inpacts on subsistence, truly
show it, that that study, balanced study would get buried.
That's ny fear because |'ve seen that before. | have been
around a long time in |eadership. 1've seen supportive
docunents suddenly di sappear. They never get spoke of
again.

And | want to say directly -- is it director? 1'll
call you Director Joe Balash. | thank you for com ng and
being here, and your team And thank the Lieutenant
Covernor for being here, Byron Mallott. He knows what we
are tal king about. Just because he's Lieutenant Governor
doesn't nean he doesn't know. He's been a voice for
Native issues for a long time. Conmi ssioner Cotten.

But that would be ny heart, and | think such a
bal anced study woul d show that there would be an EI' S
finding and a decision of record that woul d show t hat
there woul d be irreversible inpacts on this subsistence
living, this resource, and that the best reconmendation is
to drill sonewhere el se.

Thank you very nuch

MR TRIMBLE G LBERT: Mahsi' Choo. [|'m
glad you are all here and talk to the people here. The
| ast neeting in Arctic | wasn't there because |'mbusy in
Fai rbanks. | mssed the whole thing. And | hear a |ot of
good things about it. So this tine | was in Fort Yukon
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busy for two weeks. And then I'mvery |lucky. The Tanana
Chi efs brought me over here. Brought quite a few of us.

And I'mglad Wllie is here with us. And | get to
know hi m since many years and standing right in front of
the TCC group all the tine. So when | travel around and
when Wllie is with ne, I'mreally happy to have himall
the tine.

So support is very inmportant. W all need some tine
where -- too far north. W live too far north, and we are
isolated, cold. Even right now Yesterday it was cold.
But we still hang around up this way. W don't want to
leave. And ny wife should be here, but she was kind of
slow, and she is in Fort Yukon now, so she is going to be
home on Sat urday.

You know, | renenber it way back, 1935. | don't
know -- |'mprobably the ol dest one. | don't know 1935.
And ever since there has been quite a change up this way.

You know that sone people said who is your neighbor.
Caribou. Caribou and all kind of animals. | grewup with
lot of birds. This time of the year, mddle of My,

t housands, thousands of birds com ng back. Noisy. Now
you hardly hear any birds on this area. There is quite a
few, but they don't make noise. Even wolf never how
again. They know what's going on. Everything is -- all
the animal s decrease now and slowy. Wat's going on? |f
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we don't say nothing, we going to end up nothing the next
generation to cone, |ike you see the animal and all the
resource we have. That worries me.

About 30 years ago, that pipeline start. | felt -- |
t hought we -- everything going to be cheap and the oil,
gas going to be cheap. You know how much we pay for it in
Arctic is $10 a gallon. The same tine they don't
[indiscernible]. That's what we have been using for nany
years. That's the one that don't burn too much gas. So
that's the problem

So the next thing is election tines. Mke sure all
the Native people should remenber that when you vote. The
nation is kind of split now Mre and nore people on
other side. And we lost last tinme. W have a problem
Before the election times, they ask for vote everywhere
they travel. And then after they were elected, | tried to
say hi to them but they never say hi to nme no nore.

Ve have to do the right way next tine, next election
that's comng. W mght -- | thought maybe the world is
just split already. Conmunities are split, too
everywhere. W might |ose again. Then we going to have
more problem Seens to ne they don't care about up this
way. Oh, they live up there. They got everything. So we
al ways have problemduring election tines.

And the Porcupine herds are very healthy herd. They
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cover the whole area, Arctic all the way to Canada. There
is like -- Sarah -- Sarah Abel, old woman, talk it. |It's
like the food is like this. Okay. The next one will be
Venetie. Next year going to be Arctic. Next year going
to be Ad Crow. So our people using this. And also
sharing is the big word fromthe [ast 10,000 of year. W
share one another with the caribou. Also that Yukon
River. Aso not only that, we sharing and | ook after each
other with what we got. That's what | meant a little
while ago. And we have been away fromeach other, but we
are just like one famly. Now we working on that. The
whol e Native of Al aska should be one unity people, and we
can be strong. W can protect in what resource we have in
our country.

Sure, that Porcupine herd is still healthy and they
hang around nore the last few years. And they don't go
over very nuch. But with that Central herd has joined our
caribou, but they are kind of separated and they are on
this side of the nountain of Arctic Village. People knows
it because Central is small, and they are kind of not very
fat. But Porcupine herd this year it's healthy again, and
the popul ations of the caribou has increased nore and nore
caribou we got than before.

So we asking for help and help that our voices not
reach further down to the D.C., but we got some people in
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Juneau, and we need nmore and nore educated people to fight
for us. And this is not the only problemwe are going to
have. Like we are going to have nore and nore probl ens
because we -- we shoul d know better than that what we
need.

Now we tal k about Yukon River. Water. Wter is very
inportant. They keep saying that next ten years, maybe
more than that we can drink water fromthe Yukon R ver
Al so the Brooks Range. That's good water. It's comng
this way. There is clear water in this river. Down other
side is good water, too. So caribou -- animal is kind of
| ooking for that birth, breeding place.

So all the birds -- | don't know. Some of the ducks
we never see themno nore. Birds are same thing. That
worries me. And we don't -- we don't say nothing, then we
going to have nore problens than 30 years ago. | thought

we going to have better life, but in the last 30 years,
you should see the graveyard in every conmmunity. [It's

bi gger and bi gger because of the al cohol, drugs and

al cohol, something that's not good for the Athabascan
peopl e, not only here, but all over Al aska, Native people,
more crimes and all that. A lot of thembeen lost with

al cohol. Sone of the village we |osing that popul ations
near the pipeline, like down Stevens Village and all that.
| hope they come home someday to have a good life.
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So I'mthe elder, so | could say anything | want to
because | got to say sonmething for the future generations
to come. So I'mglad you are here for the support, and we
woul d like to wel come you so we -- we do need the help and
the voice. Mre and nore rich people, and those are the
ones, they don't -- | know they don't want to hear our
voice. Evenin election time | talk about it. W never
see themaround here. Before election time they cone
around for vote, and then after they have been elected, |
never see themfor the next four or five years.

So thank you very much for invite us. So we are
| eaving this afternoon. And | hope you have nore -- you
meet nore people, Native people and talk about this
caribou. And CGod bless you, all of you.

Thank you

DR. CHARLEEN FI SHER:  (Speaking in Al askan
Native language.) M name is Dr. Charleen Fisher. |I'm
from Beaver, Alaska. |'mthe Executive Director of the
Counci | of Athabascan Tribal Governments. Thank you very
much to the people of Venetie for allow ng me to speak
t oday.

The Council of Athabascan tribal governnents is a
tribal consortiumfounded in Septenber of 1985 with the
vision of self-sufficient communities and a shared
conm tnent to pronoting common goals. The ten renote
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Gm ch'in and Koyukon Athabascan tribes that form CATG are
Arctic Village, Beaver, Birch Creek, Grcle, Canyon
Village, Chalkyitsik, Fort Yukon, Rampart, Stevens Village
and Venetie. The CATG tribal consortiumstrongly opposes
oil and gas |easing and devel opment in the coastal plain
as one.

The Gm ch'in and upper Koyukon traditional |and use
areas of the upper Yukon Flats enconpass what is now the
Yukon Flats National Wldlife Refuge and part of the
Arctic National WIldlife Refuge. The Council of
At habascan Tribal CGovernments has a standing resol ution
titled the Resolution to Permanently Protect the
Bi rthplace and Nursery G ounds of the Porcupine Caribou
Herd in the Arctic National Wldlife Refuge, and it
asserts and affirns the Gmch'in peoples' rights, inherent
right to continue their way of life as recognized by the
U S. Senate. The Gmch'in have consistently advocated for
the lizhik Gnats'an Gnandaii Goodlit, the Sacred Place
Wiere Life Begins, to protect their natural environment
and cultural practices. Since time imenorial CATG tribes
and their tribal nenbership have lived in reciprocity with
these lands and the resources therein and have a spiritua
rel ationship to the Porcupine caribou herd.

Gover nnent - t o- gover nment consul tation shoul d al ways
be neaningful, productive and neasurable for tribes and
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their governments and shoul d be adequately involved in all
aspects, as it directly affects their lives and
wel | - bei ng.

Thi's scoping period is nuch too short to properly
solicit comments from Al askans, Native and nonNati ve,
rural and urban, young and old, rich and poor, and the
greater American citizenry. This process does not allow
for the proper inclusion of Al aska Native know edge
systens and traditional use patterns and the inpacts of
devel opment in a thorough and thoughtful way. M own
tribe, Beaver, the Beaver Village Council, and Fort Yukon
requested to have scopings in their conmunities and were
denied, and this excluded their tribal menbership and many
peopl e.

This process also is very divisive. Mny of us have
much nore in comon than this process is going to
represent in the comments solicited. Mny of the Al aska
Natives throughout the state |ive a subsistence way of
life, have a spiritual relationship to the animals and the
natural environnment. The lizhik Gnats'an Grandai
CGoodlit, the Sacred Place Were Life Begins, or the
coastal plain or the 1002 area is a significant birthing
ground to nmany species of mgratory birds, fish and
nonm grating mammal s, as well as the Porcupine caribou
her d.
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In the 50-plus years the Arctic National Wldlife
Ref uge has existed, the Porcupine caribou herd has
mai nt ai ned stabl e nunbers. No other caribou herd has
devel opment in their birthing grounds. And the
possi bility that significant damage to the health of the
Por cupi ne caribou herd as well as the populationis a
serious possibility. The Porcupine caribou herd is a
vital part of the Gmch'in people's way of life and diet.
The renote conmunities of CATG depend heavily on the
Por cupi ne caribou herd for sustenance and to teach our
children the way of howto live in Alaska's Arctic
climte.

The eastern part of the 1002 areas are critical to
cal ving caribou. But considering sone of the areas, the
di stance between the nountains and the coast are only 20
mles, the entire 1002 areas is critical habitat to the
Por cupi ne caribou herd and will the -- the inpacts of
harmng the herd will affect social, economc and
spiritual connections of our Gw ch'in people.

CATG stands firmin their resolution to protect the
Por cupi ne caribou herd birthplace as a sacred place. W

are very disappoi nted that the scoping wasn't extended and

feel that this process is unjust. The CATG support a
no-action alternative, encourage meaningful discussion
regardi ng managenent, research and stewardship of the
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Por cupi ne caribou herd.

(Speaking in Al askan Native language.) W wll live
off the animals. This water -- this |and and water is
special to us and we hold it for the future generations
with God' s hel p.

Mahsi' Choh Shal ak maii.

MR. SAM ALEXANDER:  (Speaking in Al askan
Native language.) | want to thank the conmunity of Venetie
for allowing nme this opportunity to speak. | know you
have a lot of tribal nenbers, so giving ne this
opportunity, | appreciate it a |ot.

| was invited by CATG and | was directed by our
el ders to come up here and speak a little bit.

So | grewup in Fort Yukon, but | live in Fairbanks.
Several years ago | got a master's degree in business from
Dartnmouth. So when we think about the decisions in front
of us and what we see fromour government, it's good to
t hi nk about the business aspect of it.

And so how do businesses make decisions? Well, they
make deci sions based on data. And so they create these
predi ctive nmodels. These predictive nodels tell them
shoul d we invest or should we not invest. Wll, that data
that's being used for decisions in ANVR i s very new data
and very inconplete data, if we think about it. Gsmch'in
peopl e have been here for tens of thousands of years, and
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that's tens of thousands of years of data that we have.

Now, not all data is equal. Some data is good data
and has actually produced results. Sone data is faulty
data. W know that our data is good because we are still
here. W survived. Congratulations.

So | understand that it can be difficult for people
fromthe west to understand what we are tal king about and
really respect the data that we have. | understand that
because |'ve fallen into this trap nyself. Last year
was out hunting moose with my father. And we were out on
the land. And ny father is an older guy. And | have been
gone fromAlaska for a long tine and just nmoved back
within the past several years. So we went out hunting.
And | used to be a Special Forces officer in the Arny, so
| know how to be on the land. | know what |'mdoing. |'m
a Geen Beret here.

So we go out and we are hunting. And he's in the

front of the boat, and I"'msitting in the back. |'m
driving the boat. And he sees a real fat black bear just
right there on the shore. | thought, boy, he's going to

shoot that black bear. And he pulled up his gun. And he
| ooked at it for a bit, and he put his gun down, dropped
his gun down. And we were -- | slowed down a little bit,
and the bear ran off.

And | said, hey, how come you didn't shoot that bear?
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He said, you know, | was thinking about it, but the bear
is always in front of the mose. And | was thinking to
mysel f, talking to himis like reading a fortune cookie.
Wiat the hell does that mean, the bear is in front of the
moose? | don't understand that. And then we turned the
corner and there was a noose there.

O course -- of course he was able to determ ne that
before | was because he has better data than | do. He was
listening to that 30,000 years of data.

So | think that's what we are here to tell you. At
| east that's what I'mhere to tell you is that you need to
respect the data. You need to respect the traditional
know edge that's 30,000 years accunul ated. And we know
it's good data because we are still here.

So listen to the data. Listen to our elders.

Respect our land. Respect our know edge. And don't
drill.

Mahsi ' .

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER:  ( Speaking in
Al askan Native |anguage.)

MR. ROBBIE MARTIN. H. M name is Robbie
Martin. |1'mfromVenetie. M parents are Shayna Tritt
and James Martin of Arctic Village and Venetie. M dad
taught me how to cook over a canpfire out in the woods.
And | learned how to cook ducks and cut the caribou and
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use some of the parts to cook over the fire. And I'm 13
years ol d.

It's a blessing to have. | don't want to throw that
away. It's hurting us to think that the oil conpanies are
trying to take over what we have, such as our |and,
animal s, what we rely on, nost inportantly, the cari bou.

Mahsi ' Choo.

MR. JAMES JOHN: Hello. Janes John.
(Speaking in Al askan Native |anguage.) Hello. M nane is
Jimmy. Janes, better known as Jimmy. M story, when |
was young, | hunt a lot. Yeah. | hunt froma little boy.
My forefathers, they teach me howto hunt. | never give
up. So like right now, I don't have no kind of stuff to
hunt with. | just go out in ny Indian way. | got no bow
and arrow, you know. | go out and hunt, and | cone hone |
make sure | got everything, fromwaterfow to noose,
sheep. Al those animals, | hunt them | eat them I
never give up.

These peopl e here are the sane. They hunt. They
fish. They build canp. They do everything they want.

But if you go to the Lower 48, you can't do that. M
country, my land you could. Even right now, you go out
there, you go fishing. You go fishing down there, you got
to have a permt. You don't do that around here. Hunt
the sane way. W do that.
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And right now, all these kids around here, | want
themto get up, stand up and go on. | tell themwho they
are. They have to because when they grow up now, | want
themto hunt everything in front of them And when | grew
up, | don't have it. It's not there for ne. | have to
[indiscernible] for themto -- for the next generation
And we have to do that.

And the caribou, we take care of it just |ike we take
care of ourselves. W use every part of it. Every part
of the aninmal we get, we got a name for it. Yeah. Every
little part we got, we eat them down to the hooves.

Yeah, we boil the hooves. W eat it. Every part, eyebal
and all. Yeah.

And the water, when we get water, we just go down the
bank right there in the water. You can junp in the boat,
get a cup and drink it like that. W go on the |and and
see a puddl e of water, you are so thirsty, we just bend
over and just take a shot of water. [It's unheard of. You
get going. That's the way we are. But | know sone of the
animals, |ike those ground squirrels, it's like a long
time ago if you go up our land [indiscernible], you m ght
get -- maybe fromhere to maybe ny village all those
little animals will be gone fromthat -- [indiscernible]
underground. They will all go. There won't be not hing.

The caribou they go up many mles. They go down to
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Beaver Mountain. They travel. They come home and go hone
to have their calves. That's many mles, rugged area.
And when they make it, they make sure they have their calf
very good and they come hone and they come back to our
village where we can be, you know, happy peopl e.

And these caribou, they are having a hard tine right
now Wi th the nmosquitoes and all that bother them It's
hard for themto keep up. And they can't speak. The
caribou don't speak. So we got to fight for them And
many years fromnowit wll be hard for these people to
get up. They have to be educated to speak to you people
as we are today.

Like those little children | was speaking to you
when they grow up, hey, what happened, you know. They
will speak up again. Mybe they will be in front of you
you know. It's like that to us. And they are pretty
smart. They never give up on what they do.

Being a chief, it's hard. Yeah, pretty hard to be a
chief, yeah. You got to take care of your people, a |ot
of respect and all that. You can't be nean and all that.
You know the gane. Being an Indian, it's pretty hard.
Everyday life as Indians, |ike what you see today, you

can't -- it's pretty hard.
Qur fuel costs many dollars. Wen we go hunting,
| spend as little as | can to save noney. | come hone
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with maybe one noose. Probably I'll spend about $1,800
just to get one moose. That's good for ne so ny people
will eat. | don't ask for it. You know, that's the way

lifeis. And you continue on. The people -- you shoul d
understand it pretty good. You know, we |ove each other
pretty good and we respect each other. | hope you guys
can understand what we are tal king about and make sure you
hear what we are saying

Mahsi ' Choo
MR. KYLE ALEXANDER M nane is Kyle
Al exander. | am 16 years old, and | will one day shoot ny
first caribou. But if you drill, I amafraid | won't

shoot ny first caribou or ever see themagain. Being a
young nman, | want to grow up and provide for ny famly. |
want to one day teach the younger kids how to hunt

caribou. This is our life. Please don't drill oil on the
cal ving grounds.
Mahsi' Choo

MR RAYDAN TRITT: M nane is Raydan
Tritt. M parents are Shayna Tritt and James Martin
And | want to say that everybody knows their first
experience hunting. Like your first caribou, you are
bei ng nervous at first. Wen we take that shot, you are
excited after you took that shot. And your dad or your
mmw || celebrate you, and your elders, too. You like to
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see your famly so excited, you get too excited once in a
while. For ne, | shot three caribou ny first tine. 1 got
too excited, and ny dad told me to calmdown. So | want
to go hunting again, but | know that won't happen again
next time. | was hoping | go hunting next wnter.

And -- sorry | forgot -- if you guys drill, I'm
afrai d the next generation won't get their first
experience of hunting and they won't see their famly
excited. And actually, that's it. Sorry.

MR STEVE FRANK: Steve Frank, Native
Village of Venetie Tribal Government, tribal chief. |
just want to tell Joe -- | try to tell Joe alittle story
every day about all the wong things that have been done
to Native Anericans throughout history. Joe, | want you
to know we are people just |ike you. W have our dreans
and grandki ds.

Al bert served in Vietnam and Jerry was in the Arny.
But | kind of want to tell you a little story about ny
father, Albert's father and Jerry's father. Wen they
were grow ng up, they had one gun, one steel ball
Jerry's father was the shooter. Wenever he mssed, ny
father or Nathaniel had to go and dig up that bullet. So
["mjust -- | want you to know we are people just |ike
you, you know. We all grew up. Think about that, you
know.
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| was going to say something nore, but that's just a
little story | wanted to tell you just so you nake the
connection that we are people just |ike anybody el se.
Ckay.

Thank you.

MR G DEON JAMES: Thank you for
giving me the opportunity to speak. M name is G deon
James. | live in Arctic Village, and I'mone of the
elders. And | grewup with Trinble. M nane is G deon
James. |1'm78 years old now. And | -- what |'mtalking
about is pretty nuch ny experience or ny reading or ny --
my experience in a lot of things. | worked for the tribe
30 years, and | have been to Washington, D.C. about five
times. And | have been across the country addressing
sel f-governnent and the rul e-maki ng process for a couple
years.

And it gives ne the opportunity to speak with other
tribes that were on -- that were on the negotiating
conmittee. And | have -- | was lucky to come to
communi cate with a lot of different tribes, a [ot of
different |leaders. And | see sone pretty well-known
| eaders here in the village right now, you know. And |
know a | ot of themfor 20, 30 years. | see sone --

There is sonebody that nentioned know edge. W have
know edge. W have people that are educated. W are a
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peopl e that are educated and in a position to nake

deci sions. And we have conmputers. W have a very
advanced technol ogy that are in place today. W have our
people in office use it.

So whatever -- whatever their know edge or their
speak, you know, | hope that these are being respected and
consi dered because what | hear yesterday, what happened to
the point of today or yesterday that even we had the
hearing and people cane forward to address their concerns,
those things were not well considered and decision was
made already. And we come to find out |ast night.

Anyway, | just wanted to tell you that we are talking
about animals that are very intelligent, very intelligent
and in a fragile and sensitive environnent that they
exist. They use clean water. They use clean air. And
most of all, they have got to have clean vegetation. They
have got to have it in order to be healthy, in order to
be -- somebody nentioned that the shape of caribou was
pretty well today, and that's true. And that's true. And
it's never been like that for -- you know, for sone tinme.

And | -- we have noticed these animals found the
different -- different feeding area, which is right
directly north of this village. A lot of people -- a lot
of our hunters know exactly where -- where we are talking
about. So the animals that we're talking about is they
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know where to go. A lot of tinmes, you know, when it's
difficult to travel like on snow, they use mountain ridge
where there is no snow. The w nd bl ows.

| want to bring a couple stories. Wen | was a
little boy around six or seven years old, | went with ny
-- | spent a lot of time with ny grandfather Al bert E
Tritt. | spent lots and lots of time. | just barely
remember sometimes. But one tine that we were behind the
mountain, and we had tents. And then there was anot her
mountain right above it. And one day himand I, we
clinbed that nountain, and the other side is steep |ike
this [indicating]. And the valley, it was five nmles of
val l ey behind there with a creek. And when we got behind
it, all the valley opened up. And I tell you the truth,
the farthest we could see, it's covered with caribou
moving, noving like this. | remenber that.

And ny grandfather would sit on a big rock, big
boul der, you know, and |ook. And nmy grandfather, he's a
really spiritual man. And he would sing, you know. W
saw the -- we played the druns a while ago, and that was
part of it. | remenber over and over | hear when he sing
it. And when he |ook for animals he sing it, you know.

| say that because we are real people. These people
that are the little ones, they cone forward and say what's
inportant to them It's true. | don't want to take that
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much tinme, but | -- but I -- | want to tell you again that
the geese and waterfow and ducks, they have a resting

pl ace on the Yukon. And people that lives on the Yukon
River, they know -- they know where the resting place are
for the ducks. They all go up that coastal plain. They
all go up there to nest, to nest.

And | was talking to one of ny friends |ast night,
[indiscernible] and Jerry that testified earlier. | asked
them | said, how |ong does it -- when they come through,
the ducks come through, how long does it last? He said
sonetines it lasts a whole week. Lasts a whol e week.
Several thousand a day. And you can inagi ne how nany --
how many ducks in this little area down there, but cover
the whol e Yukon River. [It's -- it's -- it's really
massive, geese that go to the north.

And fish do the same thing. And fish, they come up
the river. They cone up the river fromthe -- where the
mouth of the Yukon is. And they spawn in the clean water
clean -- clean -- clean water they spawn. And they do
that year after year. They do that year after year. W
all know that. The people that |ives on the Yukon, they
share fish. They share fish that comes up to the clean
water to spawn. So |ike when spawning happens this year,
it will conme back in four to five years from now.

Same thing happens with the caribou when they -- when
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they travel, they use only one route. And any caribou
don't lead. There is a leader in that herd. There is a

| eader in the herd that does it. They call that the
(Allaskan Native word.) That neans |eader. They |lead the
herd. And you can tell by the calluses on their armright
here. Yeah, thick calluses. Those are the |eader.

And | was tal king about the fish. Not only king
sal mon or chum sal mon does that. Witefish does that,
too. They winter in the |akes and then they come out in
the springtime and then they spawn. They spawn. They
spawn during the summer. And then in July the little fish
like this come up the creek, bunch of them And we all
know there is mllions of creeks in A aska. ||t happens
the sane way.

So I'mtalking about our way of life. It's really a
way of life. W are guarding the fish, the animls that
use the area up there. | don't know how nuch time | got,
but | have -- give ne about another five mnutes? No?

One of the things that | wanted to tell you is that
on your schedule, you said alternative -- you said
alternative devel opnent. There is -- in your -- in your
plan, there is no alternative devel opment. These things
have al ready been deci ded by executive order. There is no
alternative systemthat we would go to. And | know that
because | read -- a bunch of executive orders address
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that. So if you want any nore information, cone to ne and
ask ne.

One of the things | really wanted to say is that |
see the ANILCA -- okay. ANILCAis -- is a law that
Senat or Stevens addressed because there was a | ack of
subsi stence protection in the land clains bill. And he
wants to try to correct it. So he put it in the
national -- what's that called, national interest |and.
And national interest land is where our -- national
interest land is across the street -- across the river.
But a |ot of coastal village, they don't have -- they
don't have natural interest land. That's where the
problemis. The problemis there. So ANILCAis
unconstitutional. So putting stuff Iike ANILCA in your
schedule, | think there is a big question about it.

(kay. | don't have no nore five mnutes, so | guess
["11 quit.
M5. RAEANN GARNETT: I'Il tell you ny nane
inamnute. |'mnot speaking to ny -- |'mnot speaking
to ny people. I'm-- | want to stand up here and speak

for ny people but I'mspeaking to all of you. Welcone.
(Speaking in Al askan Native |anguage.) M nane is RayAnn
Garnett. M parents are Mke and Mchelle Garnett. M
grandparents are Lillian and Jerry Garnett and Andy and
Caroline Haley. | amfromArctic Village and Venetie

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O NO Ol WDN -

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNREPLOO®O®MNOOTON™AWNERO ®©

Page 65

Alaska. 1'mNeets'aii Gmch'in Dene Navajo.

Qur people have lived on these |ands along with the
caribou for thousands of years. Qur way of life is at
stake. The caribou is at stake. Qur land, our culture,
our |anguage, our animals are very inportant to every one

of us. |'ve always been taught the inportant of our |and,
animals and culture. | ask that you advocate for us to
hel p protect our way of life. Don't drill in the birthing
grounds of our caribou.

Mahsi ' .

MS. MARY RCSE GAMBOA: (Speaking in
Gmch'in.) M name is Mary Rose Ganboa. |'ma Neets'ai
Guch'in fromArctic Village, and | live in Venetie. And
|"mhere today to speak for the vadzaih. Vadzaih is our

main food. | grewup with vadzaih. | eat vadzaih all ny
life and still today | still eat vadzaih. | don't like
beef .

So vadzai h is for dinner every night in ny house.
Vadzai h has done a lot of good in our lives. Keep us
healthy. Help us grow strong. Vadzaih is very inportant
to us. | don't know how ny grandkids and their grandkids
are going to do wthout vadzai h.

Ri ght now everything | say is for the future of ny
grandki ds and their kids, that they matter nore in the
future of their life.
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And vadzaih is only way they will survive by feeding
onit. | strongly say | stand against drilling where the
life begins. Wiat's going to happen if they drill?
VWhat's going to happen to those calves? | know for sure
that they will not survive. And if they don't survive,
then how are ny grandkids and their kids going to survive
wi t hout that?

Thank you very nuch for coming and |istening to us.
| appreciate that. But the time to speak is not enough.
Cot a lot nore to say, a lot nore to pray for.

Mahsi ' Choo
M5. FAITH GEM LL: Good afternoon. M
name is Faith Genmll. Neets'aii Gvch'in, Pit River
Wntu. |'mfromVashraii K oo, Arctic Village. | spoke

before before the panel, and |'mregistering those
comments. So since we only have three mnutes, |'mgoing
to switch it up and talk about what we |earned in our
gover nnent -t o- gover nment neeting yesterday where we were
told that all our -- pretty nuch all our requests were
denied. And that, to ne, shows that this is already a

fl awed process.

Even today we are rushed. W have to put 25,000
years of our life to three mnutes to tell our story. And
that's not right. But our chiefs are even being |imted
El ders are being limted as they come up here to speak for
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our people. | just wanted to say that it's not right.

| was just reading a docunment that was published in
one of the papers about the Trunp Adm nistration,
pronotion of -- what the Trunp Adm nistration is doing is
deregulating policies and process just to further energy
devel opment within our territories and indi genous
territories all over the U S right now

The interest -- or his interest is deenphasizing
climte change and conservation and reducing regul atory
burdens of energy devel opment just to fast-track harnful
and devastating energy policies that are being inposed on
our peopl e.

The problemw th that -- and it's not just in Indian
Country and within our traditional territories, all over
the United States, here in Alaska, but it's on federal
| ands everywhere, places that people have stood and fought
to protect for years, just like the Arctic Refuge. 40
years we have held off the oil conpanies.

The problemw th this is that conmon sense dictates
that if they rush the process as these devel oprment
projects are noving forward, it opens the door and will
| ead to mstakes in the process. And once these m stakes
happen, there will be irreversible harmand destruction of
the areas that -- where these projects are.

That's why this process has to be sl owed down.
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Pl aces that have stood for 40 years and been debated for

40 years should not be opened within a year. It doesn't
make sense, especially now when we are in climte crisis.
That's a fact. It doesn't make sense to open up places

for fossil fuel devel opment while the world is debating
the current climate crisis that we are all in.

| just hope and pray that in this process, tribes in
Al aska and Natives across the nation would once again
unite our voices and start pushing back because we need
to. Qur whole livelihood, everything we are as hunman
beings is on the line. It's not just us. It's Native
peopl e everywhere this is happening to.

| was down in Standing Rock when the -- when Trunp
was el ected. Wen we got up that norning after election,
all the teamthat were canped there -- there was 10, 000
peopl e there standing with the Dakota peopl e against the
Dakot a access pipeline for water because it's going to
pol lute the Mssouri River and inpact all the tribes
downstream And when we got up that morning, you could
feel the sadness in the canps. People were crying all
around the canp. W had a ceremony. W had a del egation
of women from Alaska. W all, our hearts were down. So
we wanted to do a cerenony. W went to the river to do a
cer enmony.

And we -- in that cerenony | could see all this, and
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we were crying. The land was crying. W could feel it as
wonen. And now it's becoming reality. But there is

sonet hing el se. That Dakota access pipeline, they did
that based on a spiritual foundation, just like Gach'in
when we stood to protect the calving grounds. It was a
spiritual foundation. And that's nore powerful than the
powers that be in Washington, D.C. And that Dakota access
pi peline, that was a wake-up call in a spiritual way. It
was an awakening. And people are still waking up.

And | think and | believe all those prayers of our
el ders that were put down for us, it will [indiscernible].
W have to do our part. But you, too, you have to do your
part. This issue is about your children, too, your
grandchildren. Wat are they going to have?

That place, we have a prophecy about it. |[It's called
the voice fromthe north. Qur prophecy says that the
great war is going to be fought in the north. And when
this great war is fought, it's going to be a wake-up, an
alarmfor the rest of humanity. This war is going to be a
war of words and paper, not weapons. And when this
happens, people are going to wake up. And our prophecy
has said that the north is going to win. | believe we are
going to win one way or another. And | stand on that
today. But we have to do our part.

This prophecy is simlar to all the other Native
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prophecies all across the world. \We have prophecies of
this time and the earth right now and humanity. Just like
our prophecy, there is tw paths. One is a path of
destruction. One is a path of life. And humanity is
right there making that choice. So this issue is part of
that. And which way we go determ nes what happens,

whet her we choose life or destruction for our children

all of our children and grandchildren.

And | just want you to think about that. Were do
you go? | hope you guys fly over Prudhoe Bay and see that
destruction. 30 years of destruction. It will never be
repaired. They can never put that |and back the way it
was. And that's what ny people are tal king about. The
cal ving grounds, once there is destruction there, you
cannot fix it.

Once our food security is gone, it's gone forever
And our people depend on the caribou for our physical
nouri shnent, our cultural needs, our social structure, our
spirituality and our econom c needs. W are talking about
everything in our life. That's what this issue is about.

And | said it in Arctic Village, and I'Il say it
again. The U S. has a chance to do it right this tineg,
not repeat mstakes of the past with unjust policies |ike
what happened with the buffalo and the plains tribes. W
don't have to do that again. There is only six nonths
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worth of oil there at the U S -- the current U S
consunption rate.

And Jonat han Sol onon, he's one of the elders from
Fort Yukon that fought for our people all these years. He
said why the Gm ch'in people should not have to sacrifice

our way of life for six nonths' worth of oil. And that's
what this issue is about. W are being asked to sacrifice
everything for six nonths' worth of oil. And that's not
right.

So | just want to register again that I am opposed to
any oil and gas devel opment in the Arctic National
Wldlife Refuge. And | would hope that a new alternative
is put on the table, a no-action alternative. That woul d
be most appropriate. This issue merits it. This is one
of the mpst contentious issues in Congress, and it nerits
t hat .

Mahsi ' .

MS. M LDRED TRI TT HANSON KI LBEAR:  Thank
you. M nane is Mldred Tritt Hanson Kilbear. And nmy nmom
and dad is Christian Tritt, Sr. and Lily Tritt. And ny
mom Lily has had 14 children. Four pass away. And there
is six girls, and one of ny brothers is here, Bobby.
That's my youngest brother.

And she raised a lot of children, but praise the
Lord, you know, vadzaih (Gamchi'in word). 1'mvery happy.
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VW tal k about caribou. That's the one we raise up in
Arctic Village. | was raised in Arctic Village. And |
remember ny dad and all the elders, they all pass away.
They all used to hunt vadzaih. (Gamch'in word),
whitefish. (Gamch'in word), nuskrats. That's all our
delicacy. And | raise up with no lights, no TV, no -- no
tel ephone. Praise the Lord. You know today we have
phone. W have lights. W have -- they hired ne as a
cook, so I'ma cook, too, me and Jame. Jam e Frank.
She's one good cook. She knows how to cook and bake and
fry. She makes good cake. Praise the Lord. Thank you,
Jesus.

|"mso happy for this opportunity. Qur Natives could
speak and talk, you know, fromtheir heart. That's good.
My dad Christian Tritt, Sr., used to speak in a neeting,
and | used to listen to himand | thank God that | gather
wi sdom and know edge fromall that grow ng, all that
hunting. | went through a lot of hunting. He taught ne
how to do all that.

So you know, God give you guys strength to go on, the
Native people. (Speaking in Guvch'in.) W need this
opportunity to go forward for our children. You know, I
have one great granddaughter, blue eyes, blonde hair, but
she's a GMch'in. Praise the Lord. And | thank God that
she understand Ga ch'in | anguage. Even ny children, they
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understand Gwm ch'in because we speak to themwhen they are
small. (Speaking in GuMch'in.)

So keep the good work up, and enjoy the food. Thank
you. Thank you for comng to Venetie.

MR ERNEST D. ERICK: Thank you, M dred.
That was a wonderful neal. The chief of Venetie and al so
the governnment body and Arctic Village, |'mhonored to be
here. M nanme is Ernest D. Erick. I'mwth the Native
Village of Venetie Tribal Government over the |ast 62
years, but | was in the |eadership for the last 40 years.
And |"'m (Speaking in Alaskan Native | anguage.)

1988 | was a forner chief with the Native Village of
Venetie Tribal Government, and we done a |ot of scope of
process and everything all these years, you know, but they
left that behind and they came back again. And this tine
here, it's just a short testinony on the behalf of our
people and the land that we belong to. It's very
inportant to have know edge |ike each one of us has.

And | believe ny grandnother never went to school
but she raised up -- she delivered 77 children. And one
of themis about 80 years old now. | raised up by Mra
Roberts and Janes Roberts, the founder of reservation
They wal ked the land. They put it on black and white.
They speak their tongue. They |earn about their culture.
They learn and they taught their culture to their
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grandchi | dren.

And it's very inportant for us that we have that
knowl edge today to continue what these people from
government and al so the State of Al aska are approaching
the Native tribe in the short-term and that's not
allowed. We've done it for the last 10,000 years. The
data is sitting in our office, all those inportant paper,
what these people up here has wote in the Gudch'in way
for the Native people within the state. There were a
tribe that lead their country where other tribe wll
understand them that it's very inportant for the sacred
grounds and this refuge and all the BLMI|and. Those |and
each one of us was decided to protect inside of that
environment, that we have to protect those val ues that
Gm ch'in and Athabascan had for a nunber of years. So we
fought, we wal ked, we talked. We praised the [and, we
pray for the land. It was inportant for our grandchildren
into the future

So those are the things that we scoped out for a
number of years. W have organization. Name it. W have
it out there in the western culture to protect people
that's indigenous for all their life, living the way that
they used to live and continue living that way of life.

Yes, the calving ground is inportant. Yes, the
mgration of the land is inmportant. The people inside
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Al aska, nine different dialects. N ne different |anguage.
At habascan, Yup'ik, the Eskinpo people are the sane. They
have a lot of different |anguage, and their way have been
taught. It's not one voice. It's a lot of voice that we
have for the Native people.

VW all speak fromour heart. W all speak froma
good, clearly experienced professional people here today.
But we need friends today. W need to continue, make it
| onger for this process that we are facing today. | hope
the government listen to us.

North Korea is being listened to now today. So the
Gm ch'in should be listened to thenself. W are not
dictators, but we are the people fromthe |and, the voice
of the land, the children of the land. W are going to
continue doing what is the best interests for our people,
no matter what kind of Native people we are. W are going
to carry that voice into the world again.

This process is a BS deal for ne because it's just a
smal | termthat Joe is comng here and also the State of
Al aska. The State of Al aska, the federal governnent, they
left a scar on Al aska just because of oil. A lot of spill
happened in the Gulf. A lot of spill happened in Prince
Wl liam Sound. A bullet went through that pipeline. A
| ot of animal was being destroyed, and we don't even know
it because Al aska doesn't want to conmunicate with the
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tribe in this country.

Today is the day. You guys, you guys need to listen
to people up in this country nmore than North Korea because
we are the government of the body here. W are going to
live and live and live and live. The history of that is
here with us today. Today ny el der tal ked about
technol ogy. W have that technol ogy in place here today.

But you cannot come here and nake one-day deci sion
because it ain't going to work for nmy grandchildren. |
was nmarried for 35 years, and I'mstill on ny |and.
have Gmch'in kids. | have Koyukon children. | have to
speak on tribe within the state of Al aska, what's the best
interest for us to protect, protect the environment,
protect the water, the living thing on the |and.

You guys are in the wong territory. Those |ease,
that's [indiscernible] as in one, the |ease. W need to
utilize that, not the sacred grounds. W released those
| eaded land to the oil company before. You guys need to
work on those. Don't bother that |and up there, the
sacred land. W cannot fight any nore. W fought for the
| ast 30 years when you brought up

Ve were not part of the process that Mirkowski or
Sullivan made. W were not part of that. The tax bil
was not -- we were not even part of it. [|'mashanmed from
you people out there fromthe governnent and the State of
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Al aska. Dealing with tribal values isn't going to hurt
us. It's going to hurt yourself.

But fromny heart and your heart, there is a gift
there that all of us, the Creator gave us to speak from
to listen to one another. If | explain this to you in
Indian way, it's going to go tine, tine, time. You wll
never get it done.

But let's make it short. | forgive you. You forgive
me. You don't bother the |and that belongs to anybody.
Those are the protection, just |ike that 300,000 acres
down in Lower 48. How nuch dollar you spend on it for
protection.

This is a sacred land. | love ny land fromthe
bottom of ny heart, just |ike ny grandnother Myra Roberts
and Ji my Roberts. | have 15 grandchildren, me and ny
wife. | have 11 brothers, four sisters. W all live this
| and. Each one of you are ny blood, and the bl ood goes
down to California, Washington, D.C. W have people in
coll ege today that's exercising their way of life as being
determned so we don't want that to happen today.

So wake up, government. Don't deal with people
because when you deal with the wong kind of people up in
this country, because (speaking in Al askan Native
| anguage). Very inportant. Each one of you have
education inside of your systemthat you al ready took
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those val ues inside. Each one of you got that here. It's
not the noney-naking business. It's the things we done on
the land already that's hurting the Mdther Earth.

So let's continue protecting. This is the Gach'in
Nation up here. It's not belong to the western world.
There is a divide between us, but we still accept the
Canadi an people as one tribe; even the Eskinmps, one tribe.

Thank you. Mahsi' Choo.

Remenmber in your heart -- remenmber in your heart. W
don't want to get mad up here because it's no good for us.
W are too thankful. Mhsi' Choo. Think about it, Joe.

Thank you.

MS. KATHY TRITT: Hello. M nane is Kathy
Tritt. And ny nomis Elizabeth Cadzow, and ny dad i s Noah
Peter. And I'mgoing to talk in ny language. And I'll
use a little bit of English because | can't say the
Gm ch'in coastal plain or term stuff like that, so I'l]
use that in English. (Speaking in Gamch'in.)

That's what |'masking. You know, you guys already
authorized all this, everything. So what are we doing
here? (Speaking in GMch'in.) | hope there is something
that you guys put down for us in there.

Now, this caribou it's really inportant to us. See
how i nportant this is? W are not playing jokes or
pl aying ganes here. W are talking about our future, our
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grandkids, our little ones that's out there. | amashamed
of you guys, too, the United States. W are the citizens.
V¢ are not sone group of stupid little Natives that you
could put sonewhere. You know, we are the people of this
land. And what we eat is -- this is our food. See how
good the food smells?

Wake up a little bit. Let's wake up. Even our
president, you know, all of you guys. Secretary of
Interior, BLM all I see is gas and oil. Paragraph, this
and that. Cause. Yeah, the clause is to stop. A paper.
You know, |ike sonething that is provided for the future.

That's what the clause is. | looked at all this with a
dictionary.

| was fairly unimaginative this morning. | could not
even sleep last night. Thereis a-- | don't know We

have to do sonething. But thank Cod we have got a very
strong God. God, you need to listen to us, us people
here. W got a strong people. W are strong people. W
got famlies. W are in reservations.

Thank you for listening to us. Thank you that you

came here to listen to our concerns. | hope there is
sonet hing you put there because at the end of all this,
all | seeis terrible just always big trucks nmoving back

and forth, no caribou. You see that? It's horrible.
That's what | see. And | snell it, too, the oil, the
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crude oil. | heard that it's really bad smell. That's
what we are going to snell up there.

And on top of that, they won't even let us go there.
They will tell us go back. Go back, before you get hurt.
Because you all ruined everything up there, and it's going
to be ruined. Al this is even authorized [sic]. So
right now we are just rushing, rushing, so they coul d
| eave.

Thank you

M5. MARGO SIMPLE: Hello. M name is

Margo Sinple. (Speaking in Alaskan Native |anguage.) 1'm
really thankful to be here today. And | want to tell you
sonething. Qur kids grew up on caribou. Qur son Gabriel
traveled with a school trip up to Arctic Village old way
wintertime, springtine when the snow was still there,
com ng back with people fromour school, Gamch'in people
fromour school. And comng back, the caribou all around
them thousands of caribou all around them The very
sane -- very sane herd that our grandma -- we work with ny
grandma, ny husband's grandma. W can sit with our
grandma. W learn and watch her so we could [earn and do
it wwth our children. W learn from G andma Maggie
Roberts more. W are not just going to forget about doing
those things. W want to get good at it, just like
G andma Alice Peter. She have big pile of caribou skin in
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spring, but then pretty soon it's all hanging on the
clothes line, all hanging and wonderful mny husband tel
me. And you know.

|"d like to say one thing. | went into the hospital,
Fai rbanks Menorial Hospital, and | went upstairs. | went
by where the babies are. There was a soldier or a guard
there with a gun. That's how seriously FMH thinks about
where the babies are and how carefully they want to watch
over themso they are going to be safe and they are going
to go hone with their own nomand dad. Nothing else is
going to happen.

VW really care about these caribou. W -- so many
peopl e said so much real, true, good things about why they
know where they are going to calve. That's the place
There is the place where life begins. That's the place
that they need. And we are caring about themjust |ike
those guards. They need that |and, that good |and that
t hey have been using for thousands of years to have their
young. That's a good place. It's a really good place.
Are they going to find another good place? That's their
place. That's a place that God gave them And | just
want to.

Thanks for listening. Mbhsi' Choo.

MS. TONYA GARNETT: Hello. (Speaking in
Gmch'in.) M name is Tonya Garnett. |'mfromArctic
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Village. |'mthe Executive Director of the Native Village
of Venetie Tribal Government. So this concludes the two
scoping hearings in the Guvch'in villages. But we left
out many, nmany other Gamch'in villages, thousands of other
Gm ch'in people who did not get to have a say in this
process. I'mnot sure if you feel like you have heard
enough, but we -- it's definitely an injustice |eaving out
a lot of the other villages and our Canadian brothers and
sisters on the Canadian side. And | can guarantee you
that this is not the last you will hear fromus.

The United States government has a |long history and
it's a known fact of genocide and assimlation on Native
people, and this is just another bill that's trying to --
an attenpt of genocide on the whole Native culture, our
people, our tribe. And these are real people sitting out
here. Every tinme we neet | tell you that. | remnd you
that. These are our hunters, our |eaders, our nothers,
our grandmas, our grandpas, our Kids.

W are here. W are taking time away fromour |ives.

Each tinme I'mwth you, |"'maway fromny kid. | have

el derly parents. M parents are in their -- ny dad is 82.
M nmomis 77 -- 76. And | help -- I'ma caretaker for
them And | have a nine-year-old son. | take time away

because this is inportant. The hunters here, they take
time away fromhunting. And all the nothers here, they
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take time away fromtheir kids because this is inportant
tous. It's our way of life that's on the line. Andit's
anot her form of genocide being pushed on Native people.

And | want you to think about it. What side of
history do you guys want to be on? Wat is the |egacy
that you want to |eave behind? Look at the economc
inpacts that's it's going to have on our people. Is it
right to take away fromour people to give to just a snall
one percent, to benefit a small one percent of the people?
Take a whole life fromus, a culture that's thousands and
t housands of years ol d? Like Samsaid, we have proven
data because we are still here. W are still living our
cul ture. The things that we do today our great, great,
great, great, great-grandparents did thousands and
thousands of years ago. Is it right to take that away
just to benefit a small percent of the popul ation?

And why is there such a rush? The bill mandates a
| ease to be done in four years. Wy -- why was all of our
requests denied? Wiy is there a rush when we have four
years for that first |ease? There should -- this needs to
be a thorough study. The inpacts of our -- the econom cs
of our comunities need to be studied.

And like WII said, there needs to be a study on the
caribou that's going to be inpacted, the birthing grounds.
This is a different case than all the other ones, all the
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other -- the Arctic Central herd and whatnot, the other
cari bou herds.

This process is an injustice. It's being pushed fast
and hard on our people. Qur people are having to learn a
foreign process to them and we are having to nove fast
and hard. And why -- and we are being rushed at it,
everything. Even this neeting right now we are being
rushed. Couldn't have Kaktovik's neeting been schedul ed
for tonorrow?

Like | said before, our people are a sinple, hunble,
but a happy people. Qur way of life is at stake. CQur
livelihood is at stake. W speak for those that cane
before us, and we speak for those that will cone after.
Qur culture is alive and strong. The Porcupine cari bou
herd and the Gm ch'in people have |ived together since
time imrenorial. It's our whole identity at stake, our
traditions, our culture. It gets us through an
everchanging world. Is it right to take away fromus j ust

to benefit a small one percent? Is it right -- is it
right to take away a whole culture just to benefit a one
percent ?

Again, | want to remnd you, what side of history do
you want to stand on? \What |egacy do you want to |eave
behi nd?

Mahsi ' .
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MR JERRALD JOHN. ['mJerrald, and I'm
fromArctic, and I'mon the Arctic Village Council. And |
want to say that | hear a lot of good, true stories from
everyone here. And | want to say thank you to the people
of Venetie for your hospitality. And | had a very great
time sharing stories. And when we first got here, we
handed out a lot of fish, and | hope you guys enjoyed
t hat .

And 1'mgoing to be heading down to D.C. with friends
and famly this afternoon. We will be taking the fight to
Joe Balash's front door this time. ['mstaying with ny
Uncl e Bobby. And we were | ooking over docunments and --
docunments on caribou herd. And we go back ten years back
to 2008. The Porcupine caribou herd was estimated 100
and, | think, 57,000. And you fast forward it nowto
2018, the population is at |least over 217,000. That's a
roughly increase of 70,000 caribou in ten years. So that
means all of us here are doing our job by protecting them
They are thriving.

And what's going to happen when the oil conpanies go
there? W are definitely going to see a decline. You
know, |ike they said, think of the toxic air. They never
smelt that before. So it's under threat, you know. Just
for instance, ne, David, Jr., ny uncle Jimy, we put out
fish net and we are harvesting fish. | told you guys the
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last time we were waiting for waterfow, and that's gone.
VW already did that. Now we are noving on to fish. And
right after fish where you guys are tal king about your
next neeting, that's when we are going to be moose hunting
and caribou hunting. And like | said, we are taking --

right now |I'm supposed to be working on fish. | took tine
out of ny life, ny way of life to cone here to speak to
you guys.

And yeah, | just wanted to say that. And yeah,

hope you guys nake the right decision. M life -- you
know, | got no kids, but this guy here, he's been hanging
out with me for the |ast past since | got here, five days.
And yeah, I'mfighting for him So all of us here, we are
all doing a good job, and hopefully these people make the
ri ght choices for us

And when | say we are Native American, the Native
cone first, then American. Al of us here, we feel kind
of mad, angry. Wen we see shootings going on in schools
down states, you know, we feel mad, frustrated. W feel
sorry for them And we are really religious. W pray for
people. W never even net that famly. W pray for them
V¢ may never neet them but we still pray. So yeah, |
pray you guys that all you here nake the right decision on
behal f of not us, but all Anericans so they could go up
there, enjoy wal king on the land and not seeing a bunch of
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oil rigs, you know.

That's all | have to say.

MR JOE BALASH. | would just like to

cl ose by saying thank you again. This is not the only
part of this conversation. It's one that will continue
not just in Washington, D.C., but back here in Venetie and
Arctic Village again. So | look forward to continuing to
tal k about the ways in which this programcan progress and
the ways in which we can shape the program put conditions
on | eases and do everything we can to mnimze any inpact
on caribou, on waterfow, on fish. Those are all of the
things that we are going to be working very hard to
achieve in this process

And words that you speak, the stories that you tel
us all help and hel p us nake the best decisions possible.
And | look forward to returning before there is snow on
t he ground.

So thank you

(Proceedings adjourned at 1:33 p.m)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY A. VAVRIK, RVR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedings were taken before
me at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcribed under my direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that tinme; and that | amnot a party to nor have
| any interest in the outcome of the action herein
cont ai ned.

IN WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscribed
my hand and affixed ny seal this __ day of June 2018.

MARY A. VAVRI K
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Notary Public for Al aska

My Conmi ssion Expires: November 5, 2020
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Page 2 Page 4
1 A-P-P-E-ARANGE-S
2 For United States Department of Interior: 1 getsyour words down corrgctly. .
’ 2 Let'ssee. We have Hollis Twitchell and Brandon
3 %Asogi SB?Ia%tShSeCI’ etary 3 Bosch from Fish & Wildlife Service. Stand up and wave.
4 Mke Geryic 4 Chad Ricklefs and Amy Lewis, they are assisting us with
5 Solicitor 5 thismeeting. Mary Rose Gamboais going to translate for
6 ';/cgnaLgiert’ﬂee‘rj]t:St ates Department of Interior, Bureau of Land 6 us. Thank you, Mary Rose.
7 Karen Mburitsen 7 MikeGieryicis here from Interior in the kitchen.
8 Acting State Director 8 Thank you, Mike. And that's everyone who has come.
12 D o et s ger 9 Sodowewant to have the invocation now? | guess|
For United States Department of Interior, Departnent of 10 cansay afew -- Thereisalist for speaking. Soweare
11 Fish & Wldlife Service: 11 going to have the invocation, and then Joeis going to say
12 Qreg S gggini)ﬁgl Direct or 12 afew words, and then the purpose here is to get comments
13 bol 1i's Tui t chel | 13 fromyou all. And so please sign the list back there.
14 Nat ural Resource Special i st 14  Sowhen we do take comments from you, if you come up
15 For EMPSI: 15 here and speak into the microphone so that Mary can hear
16 Chad Rickl efs 16 you clearly and take -- Mary is taking down the
17 Froj em_ Manager 17 transcript. If you want something trandated, just wave
18 é{%l :'SW'l nvol venent Lead 18 your hand or something and let us know. We will have Mary
19 Taken by: 19 Rosetrandate. When you give the comments, if you are
20 Mary A Vavrik, RMR 20 speaking in Gwich'in, that's great. If you speak in
21 BE IT KNOMW that the aforementioned proceedings were taken |21 another language, would you please let Mary know because
22 at the tine and place duly noted on the title page, before 22 she'snoti ng down whether you are Speaking in Gwich'in or
23 Mary A Vavrik, Registered Merit Reporter and Notary |23 something else if she doesn't understand.
24 Public within and for the State of Al aska. 24 And please say your name clearly for Mary when you
25 25 start your comments so she can note down who it is.
Page 3 Page 5
1 P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S 1  Soshould we-- do you want to say something first?
2 MS. KAREN MOURITSEN: Hello, everyone. 2 MR. JOE BALASH: Arewe ready for the
3 Thank you for being here. We are going to get started. | 3 invocation?
4 think you al can hear me, right? Okay. I'm Karen 4 (Invocation offered by Trimble Gilbert.)
5 Mouritsen Acting State Director for BLM Alaska. Thankyou | 5 (A song was sung by the community and
6 for coming to our scoping meeting for the coastal plain 6 drumming was performed.)
7 EIS. Please continue getting breakfast and getting 7 MS. KAREN MOURITSEN: Okay. Thank you.
8 situated. 8 Wewill have Joe say afew words, and then Nicole will
9  Andwefirst really want to thank the people of 9 make her presentation, and we will get to the speakers.
10 Venetiefor the wonderful dinner last night they provided 10 MR. JOE BALASH: Good morning. As Karen
11 for usand for providing breakfast this morning. 11 said, my nameis Joe Balash. I'm the Assistant Secretary
12 So in asecond, I'm going to introduce everyone. 12 for Land and Minerals Management at the Department of the
13 Do we want to have an invocation? Okay. Opening 13 Interior. And for many of you, you do know this already,
14 prayer and opening song. And we are fixing the 14 but whilel livein the Washington, D.C. areanow, | lived
15 microphone, so that will bein just aminute. So continue 15 in Alaskafor 30 years. Thisismy home.
16 getting breakfast. 16  And the process that we are undertaking here for the
17 So why don't | introduce people while we are getting 17 Department of the Interior isacritical one, onethat |
18 the microphone hooked up. I'll just shout. How about 18 am personaly involved in and attending all of these
19 that? I'm Karen Mouritsen, Acting State Director for BLM 19 scoping meetings and will be back to the region again as
20 Alaska. JoeBadashisour Assistant Secretary for Land 20 this conversation moves along.
21 and Minerals Management at Interior. And we have got Greg |21 I know that there is enormous passion, and today when
22 Siekaniec, the Regional Director of Fish & Wildlife 22 you make your remarks, don't feel any hesitation. Please
23 Service. Nicole Hayesis our project manager. Mary 23 speak freely. Communicate with us and tell uswhat is
24 Vavrik isour court reporter. And before we start, I'll 24 important to you so that we make sure to take note of that
25 giveyou afew tips on speaking so Mary can make sure she 25 aswe begin this Environmental Impact Statement process.
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Nicoleis going to explain alittle bit more about
what we are here today for and how that feedsinto a
longer and larger process, but we are wanting to make sure
that we understand all of the right issues and we want to
make sure we evauate all right issuesin this process.

So if you would also just take note, we had a
conversation yesterday about making sure that the meeting
and hearing we are going to have on Friday in Washington,
D.C., I've secured two spots for Dr. Stern and for Tiffany
so they both get the opportunity speak in Washington at
the hearing in Washington, D.C.

So thank you for your hospitality. Thank you for
hosting us here, and look forward to a productive meeting.

MS. NICOLE HAYES: Thank you, Joe. Again,
I'm Nicole Hayes. I'm the project manager for the coastal
plain oil and gasleasing EIS. 1'm going to go quickly
through the presentation because the reason why we're here
really isto hear from all of you. And we do have to
leave by 1:30 today, and so we want to ensure we can hear
from all of you.

That being said, | think Tonyais going to help
facilitate. So we are going to try and start with elders
so they can speak and share whatever comments that they
want to share with us on the record. And then -- Tiffany
is going to ensure the speakers that have signed up can
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MS. NICOLE HAYES: I'm going to do what
Mary Rose suggested and just do a couple sentences and
then pass the mic back to her. So the Tax Cuts and Jobs
Act was enacted on December 22, 2017.

(Trandation into Gwich'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: It requiresthe
Secretary of the Interior, which delegated down to the
Bureau of Land Management, to implement an oil and gas
leasing program within the coastal plain area, the areaon
the map. It'sthe 1.6 million acres within the 19.3
million acres of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.

(Tranglation into Gwich'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: It aso requiresusto
have a minimum of two |lease sales, with the first one
being within four years of enactment of the Act, the
second one within seven years. Each lease sale must have
or offer for lease up to 400,000 acres of the highest
potential hydrocarbon areas.

(Trandation into Gwich'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: And | said up to

400,000 acres. It must be a minimum of 400,000 acres.
(Tranglation into Gwich'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: So regarding the agency
responsibilities for the oil and gas leasing Environmental
Impact Statement, BLM administers al federal mineral

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP
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come up and speak. And then we are going to try and keep
it to five minutes so everybody has an opportunity. And
then if there is more time at the end, then you can come

up again if there is other things that you wanted to say.

After each dlide | go through, Mary Rose is going to
trandate. Again, I'm going to be pretty quick. Soif
you have questions, during break please come up and find
me and ask whatever questions you may have.

Today we are going to go through why we're here, the
coastal plain oil and gas leasing program. We are going
to discuss the requirements of the Tax Act which require
the oil and gas leasing program, what the agency
responsibilities are, why BLM is here, what Fish &
Wildlife Service'sroleis, what the NEPA processis and
what goes into the Environmental Impact Statement.

Subsistence and ANILCA Section 810, how that fits
together and how that rolls into the Environmental I mpact
Statement and the NEPA process and how to participate.

(Trandation into Gwich'in.)

MS. MARY ROSE GAMBOA: What | saidisas
you speak, | like to do a short sentence at atime because
if you make it too long, then | forget what you say. Soll
could doit -- chop it up alittle at atime and then |
can trandate it.

(Trandation into Gwich'in.)
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estate, including oil and gas under the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge.
(Trandation into Gwich'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: BLM isresponsible for
developing an oil and gas leasing program, and we conduct
the lease sdles.

(Trandation into Gwich'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: TheFish & Wildlife
Service isresponsible for administering the surface of
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. They manage the
surface, and they are also a cooperating agency in this
process, so we are working very closely with them.

(Trandation into Gwich'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: This next slide shows
the extent of the BLM oil and gas leasing and devel opment
process. We are in the leasing phase. Our Environmental
Impact Statement is for the leasing program. Any
subsequent or separate activities would require a separate
NEPA analysis or some sort of environmental document.

(Tranglation into Gwich'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: So thisdide showsthe
National Environmental Policy Act process. It started
with enactment of the Act on December 22, 2017, but the
EIS actually was started with the scoping on April 20,
2018. The parts of this process| really want to
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highlight are the public comment periods. We arein one
of them right now. It's the scoping phase. It goes
through June 19, 2018 and also when the draft EI'S goes out
for public comment. | also want to highlight that
government-to-government consultation occurs throughout
the process, and so tribal councils and tribal governments
can provide input into the process during any time.
(Trandation into Gwich'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: And at the completion
of the Environmental |mpact Statement process, which are
all these steps outlined on these dides, then we prepare
a Record of Decision and would hold the first |ease sale.

(Trandation into Gwich'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: A critical part of the
NEPA process here in Alaska, but it's a separate process,
is subsistence and how it fitsin with ANILCA Section 810.
ANILCA Section 810 requires an initial evaluation of the
leasing program's impacts to subsistence uses and
resources.

(Trandation into Gwich'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: If theinitia
evaluation isit may significantly restrict subsistence
uses, subsistence hearings are held. And these
subsistence hearings are held during the sametime a
public comment meeting would be held, so the public
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Council and the Venetie Village Council.
(Trangdlation into Gwich'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: Cooperating agencies
provide input into the devel opment of the Environmental
Impact Statement process, and they bring their specialized
expertise, so provide input into those sections in which
they have specialized expertise or jurisdiction by law.

(Tranglation into Gwich'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: Uponthescreenisa
tentative schedule. We did start the EI'S process, the
Environmenta Impact Statement process, with publication
of the Notice of Intent. We arein the scoping period
right now. According to the schedule, we will be
developing and we do have an aternatives workshop
scheduled for July. We will be developing aternatives
this summer with publication of adraft EISin the fall.
There will be a public review of that draft in the
fall/winter time frame. We will revise that draft
Environmenta Impact Statement based off of those public
comments we receive during that period, and then the fina
EIS would be published in the spring of 2019 with alease
sale and a Record of Decision in spring/summer 2019.

(Trandation into Gwich'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: Sothisisjust our

schedule of scoping meetings. We have had all of them
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comment meeting -- again, it's separate, so the public

comment meeting would wrap up, and then a subsistence

hearing would be held to receive input into the

subsistence impacts and the ANILCA 810 process.
(Trandation into Gwich'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: And oncethefinal EIS
is prepared, the final determination, the final ANILCA 810
determination is appended to the final EIS.

(Trandation into Gwich'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: So the decisions that
we have to make pertain to the aternatives and
development of the alternatives, what lease sale tracts to
offer for sale, what |ease stipulations should be, so
where are the areas that you are most concerned about,
what are the resources you're most concerned about, what
are your recommendations for best management practices or
areasto avoid. That'sthe type of input that we are
looking for and that we really need as we develop these
alternatives.

(Trandation into Gwich'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: To date we have seven
cooperating agencies. The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service,
as | mentioned, the Environmental Protection Agency, the
State of Alaska, the North Slope Borough, and the Native
Village of Venetie Tribal Government, the Arctic Village
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except for Kaktovik and Washington, D.C., which Kaktovik
isthis afternoon, which is why we have to leave at 1:30,
and then Washington, D.C. is Friday. So we look forward
to seeing several of you in Washington, D.C.

(Trandation into Gwich'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: The most important part
of the scoping processis providing comments, so we will
start taking public comment as soon as | wrap this up.

But you can aso go online and submit them on this web
address that's on the handout at the front desk with Amy
and Chad. Y ou can email them to that email address, or
you can mail them in viahard copy if you are not
interested, or you can do acombination. So if you do
provide public comment today, please, if you have written
testimony, please provide that to Mary, aswell.
(Tranglation into Gwich'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: So that concludes my
presentation. And we can start taking public comment
right away.

MS. MARGORIE GIMMELL: Helo. My nameis
Margorie Gimmell. I'm from Arctic Village. Venetieis
part of the Native Village of Venetie Tribal Government.
Arctic Village and Venetie are onetribe. And | just
wanted to welcome you guys here to this community and for
this day to share our knowledge and culture.

Midnight Sun Court Reporters

(3) Pages 10 - 13





Coagtal Plain Oil and Gas L easing Program EIS
Scoping Mesting - Venetie

June 12, 2018

Page 14

And so let'ssee. | have-- so | say I'm from Arctic
Village, which isaso Vashraii K'ooin Gwich'in. My
parents are Marion Swaney and the late David Albert. My
grandparents are Abraham and Dorothy John. 1'm Neetsaii
Gwich'in from Arctic. | have been here ailmost 40 years.
All I've known is my peopl€e'sway of life, our traditional
culture. | would like to talk about vadzaih, the caribou.
Like what alot of my people say, the caribou cannot speak
for themselves, so we have to speak for them.

We want to protect our way of life. People can view
us as poor. Wedon't feel poor. The most important thing
my tribe has taught me isthat the land is important and
we arerich in land, and thisiswhat isimportant to the
caribou. Our people have to advocate for them to protect
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It'scalled We Do It Ourself. 1991. It'sstill good.
And we are going to submit thisinto the testimony from
Venetie.

And then we also got afriend that took alot of many
good pictures of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, Art
Davidson. The family are making adocumentary for us. So
if you could just let them tell our story. Andthisisa
map shows where the mountain is at, where the caribou are
at now, all that kind of stuff.

And we got anew copy of National Geographic. It's
aready submitted by the photographer to the testimony.
And the title of the whole book is Planet or Plastic.
It'sapretty clear message here. And it got alot of
caribou here. That's what we are talking about. And this

15 4l that'sinvolved and all the people and the animals. 15 ismy only copy, but it already got submitted.
16 Wearehere. Welive here. We know what is best for 16 My nameis Sarah James. |I'm the spokesperson for
17 our people. Believe me when | say that thiswill 17 Venetie Village, Arctic Village, and the whole
18 devastate our people, leave us with no culture and the 18 reservation. | got honored by the whole tribe here to be
19 caribou with no hometo go to. And the caribou will be 19 advisory. And that's-- I'm really honored. |f anybody
20 confused and have nowhere to go. 20 doubt this, | got a copy here.
21 Although the directive isto drill, we ask the 21  Andthereismore about our culture. And yesterday |
22 government for no-action aternative. 22 wastalking about what we are really talking about isit's
23 Mahsi'. 23 likethe (Speaking in Alaskan Native language). lizhik
24 (Trandation into Gwich'in.) 24 Gwatsan Gwandaii Goodlit. Norma Kassi from Old Crow gave
25 MS. TIFFANY YATLIN: Hi. My nameis 25 it the name, lizhik Gwatsan Gwandaii Goodlit, Sacred
Page 15 Page 17
1 Tiffany Yatlin. I'mfrom Arctic Village, and I'm the 1 Place Wherethe Life Begin. That means a birthplace.
2 tribal administrator for the Arctic Village Council. | 2 Like me, awoman, when | had -- when | was going to
3 havethree children, ten, six and six months. 100 percent 3 have my baby, | prepare to have my baby for nine months
4 of my people live off the caribou and the fish and the 4 and then to deliver, and then nursing and then training.
5 hirds. The Arctic Refugeissue will really destroy it. 5 Wedid -- al the mother do that. All life do that.
6 What will happen if we don't have any caribou? My kids 6 Caribou do that. And that's the place they want to do gas
7 and my people will bein danger. The high cost of food in 7 and oil development. (Speaking in Alaskan Native
8 our local stores are aready high to get for our 8 language.) It'sagood place, a safe place, a healthy
9 residents. Theairfare and the freight also are high. 9 placeto have caribou cow to have the calf. And they have
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Thisis my third scoping meeting | have attended, and it's
not easy listening to all these comments and concerns.
And | hope you take this into consideration and think how
important thisissueisto us. Our livelihood is at
stake.

Mahsi'.

MS. SARAH JAMES: I'm going to bereally
brief. Thisis part of the testimony. We have got -- we
got awhole map of where Gwich'in are living and what
place we are talking about, and people put down their body
to prove they want to save the Arctic. And the paper they
hand out over there, thereis also written. |f anybody
want to do written, be sure and do that. And my brother
Gideon brought in arts and craft with caribou bones right
here that we do useit in arts and craft and way of life.
We've got drum to tell astory. We have got a book here.
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done that for thousands of years.

Each and every one of those caribou -- right now |
think there is 250,000 Porcupine caribou herd, and each
one born right there. It's been like that for thousands
of years.

Even when bow and arrow day, our people went through
alot of starvation before. It's not like -- they don't
even bother with calving ground then. They let that thing
process so they can live. And that's where they want to
do gas and oil development.

If thereisany -- any -- we got our own expertise.
We need to sit with them government-to-government. That's
what we are doing right now. And we got our own expertise
that we can make our own decision as a government with
their government. And that's what we are doing. And
yesterday | was talking about that birthplace, lizhik
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Gwats'an Gwandaii Goodlit.

And another thing is that once the ail isin there,
they are not leaving. Likel said, they are going to come
in the summertime -- not summertime -- wintertime with ice
road. Thereisawaysoil spill every day where thereis
oil development. And when it thaw out, it seep into the
tundra. Thereis no technology in the world that will
clean up the seep into the tundra. And the only clear,
clean water come from Brooks Range up here, and it drain
right into the Arctic Ocean. Very small area, very small
coastal plain. And that's where they need to go. Once
that oil is there and the water comes through, the water
is going to get polluted in no time. Short time from the
sale. That'swater source. Oursisgoing the other way.

So once they arethere, if they get thislease, they
are not leaving forever. They are going to be there. And
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language. (Spesaking in Alaskan Native language.)

MS. SARAH JAMES: | think we have Eunice
Williams next. She's one of the elders herein Venetie.

MS. EUNICE WILLIAMS: (Speaking in Alaskan
Native language.) Friends and relatives, my nameis
Eunice Williams. I'm from Venetie, and I'm 81 years old.
But I'm trying to say, | can't speak it in English. |
can't speak English good, so I'm going to say it in
Gwich'in. So what I'm talking about, I'm going to talk
about -- | mean, I'm going to talk about caribou. And now
(speaking in Alaskan Native language.)

Mahsi' Choo.

MR. ABRAHAM HENRY, SR.: Hello, everybody.
(Speaking in Alaskan Native language.) No airplanes, no
boats. We are here. Weraised here. Every day we go out
and hunt for something to eat, you know, every day. We

17 they call that development area, so we can't hunt. They 17 survive. Our grandfather trained us. We hunted, you
18 can't have any birthing. Right now over at Prudhoe Bay 18 know. We saw the animals. 1'm an old man now. I'm 82
19 and other development over on that side, peoplelive 19 yearsold. I'm trapping, hunting, climb the mountain. |
20 there, too, our friends. They can't hunt. They can't 20 have atrap line and everything, you know, on my
21 fish there becauseit's a development area. It'salease 21 grandfather's place. Now | don't know what I'm going to
22 ground, aleasefor cil. And ail arethe -- in charge of 22 say about it. It's beautiful country, God's country.
23 it, and we can't even walk in and ask them questions. 23 Nobody bothered us. Nobody. Good living, you know, our
24 That'sthe way it's going be. 24 whole mountain. [indiscernible] My son passed away. I'm
25  Andtoday | had no time finding caribou legging. We 25 82 yearsold now. Me and my family [indiscernible] I'm an
Page 19 Page 21
1 useevery part of the caribou, even to the hooves, to the 1 old man. | raised my children aready. | don't worry
2 marrow, to the ligament. Thisishow we skin them and 2 about them no more. | have been married 60 years now.
3 that's how we clean them. It'sthe way we cook it, and we 3 UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER: Transiation.
4 eatit with dry meat. We aso get -- we love muktuk. We 4 She did want to leave the instruction for the people up
5 like hooligan or fish from the coastal plain. 5 here after the tranglation is up to the -- to do the
6 So the Inupiag up there or the Inuit people up there, 6 trandation. Some people cancelled. You got the list,
7 they are not our enemy. We are still friends. We are 7 right?
8 dtill neighbors, respected neighbor from the time 8 MR. JERRY FRANK: Thank you for giving me
9 beginning. So don't make them feel like they are our 9 this opportunity to speak. Mahsi' Choo. | welcome the
10 enemy. They arenot. They arejust traditional like us 10 visitorsand all the delegations that have comein to be
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that really don't want to see gas and oil development.

But it's the corporation that buys them good school, roads
and all that, say, you know, we have to go for more. And
it's not really them. So we share and we till friend and
they are not our enemy.

So | just want to make sure we use arattler for the
hooves and the best foods and the warmest foods we have is
caribou leg and foods. Thisis (Speaking in Alaskan
Native language.)

And that'sal | wanted to say. | don't want to take
too much time. And anybody haveideais -- you know, you
have a placeright here that you can refer to. That's
(Speaking in Alaskan Native language). Okay.

MR. ALBERT FRANK: My nameis Albert
Frank. I'mthetriba chief. 1I'm going to talk in my
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part of thistestimony here today. 1'd like to say thank
you to my Grandpa Santa Claus.

And aso | like -- you know, | kind of want to go
back, kind of go back years where before all these going
to happen, we are pretty much like stress free, that we
live on this land that we depend on to harvest all our
food for our family, for everybody, all the way from great
grandpato grandmas, mothers, families. We are al bonded
strongly together, and we all depend on each other.

I kind of want to -- had kind of like avision last
night that says our Gwich'in caribou were going to go to
Canada, and the other caribou was coming from Canada down,
and they met at the border line. And the Gwich'in caribou
say, hey, and the Gwich'in Canada caribou say, eh?

Well, I'm heading back thisway. | got newsfor you.
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Eh? And hey, they are going to drill on our land or where
we go feed on -- our food is over there, and these ail
companies in Washington, D.C. said they are going to drill
on where we are going to -- our calving ground for
thousands and thousands of years. Eh? Heck with you. It
sounds like Washington, D.C. yourself, so I'm going to go
back and fight for it.

Fast forward. | kind of want to bring out to this
story something that was going to bring out that point is
that we had -- | wasin town, and they were having a
harvesting forum at Morris Thompson's, and | just happened
to stop by, and looking at all these Native arts and
crafts, and | walked in this room, and they were having --
it wasn't that much people, but | knew there was people
from Canada Fish & Wildlife, probably Hollis. Were you
there, Hollis? Wasit --

But, when | thought about it last night -- and | know
Sarah was there. It's harvesting management caribou, how
much is Canada going to take and how much we are taking
here. And | want to keep that numbers, how much we take
per year for each people that hunt for caribou so they
can -- we can keep counting on it and know how much we
take, but save more for down the future.

And then out of somewhere, ANWR came out. And
somehow the drilling came about. And one person says we

© 00N O WNP

A
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page 24

story for caribou. So much how we depend on it.

So | don't want to take all your time. | can say
words afterwards all day long, but I'll give somebody a
chance because these guys have to leave at 1:00.

So thank you very much. And you guys think about it.
I think about it. | think about my grandkids. My
grandkids, they like that Native food. They likeit.

They say, Grandpa, what you going to cook today? Well,
I'm going to diceit up and put macaroni init. What do
you call that? Indian goulash. All right. On thetop of
the Indian menu, we are looking at what we eat off this
land as delicacy. You eat something wild, it's better

than anything else in the world. Anything on top of the
Indian menuis. Caribouis.

My mother isfrom Fort Y ukon. She migrated in
from -- her family migrated in from Canada area,
Whitehorse. | can tell you all the stories about my
grandpa, how he found Fort Yukon. He got stuck inalog
and got [indiscernible], there was a pretty girl standing
up there. That'sall it took.

Thank you very much.

MS. CRYSTAL SISTO DRUCK: Hello. Welcome
to Venetie, visitors and family. My nameis Crystal Sisto
Druck. I'm the great great granddaughter of Reverend
Albert Tritt. My grandfather was the late Paul Tritt. My
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got the technology to go drill at an angle, and we don't
have to borrow that ANWR. But we can drill underneath it
and suck all the oil out. And somebody came up and stand
up over there, Gwich'in. | have been here 300 million
years, and I'm eating caribou for 300 million years. Also
someone stood up right in the center and got up and said
300 million years ago you were swinging from treesto
trees. You had along tail, amonkey.

But the point is, the two caribou, they were all
stressed out. And that'stheway | feel, too, now. A few
years ago | was feeling good before the new administration
came into the window and says, hey, we are going to drill
ANWR. Thewhole thing changesreal quick. It stressed me
out. Isit going to stress out the caribou, too, when
they are going to be disturbed on their calving ground?
Are they going to be disturbed and are they going to be
stressed out? Are they going to be able to do their
normal calving to sustain the whole Gwich'in people here
ininterior? Also plusthe coastal people, they depend on
it. They depend on everything for the food.

Everything we use from caribou, it -- if we disturb
and then they can't calve no more, it will be ablow to
us. If you lose your caribou, you are going to lose your
language. Y ou are going to lose everything, who you are.
You just can't depend on the moose. There is no more
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grandmawas the late Julia Tritt. My parents are Vern and
Louise Sisco. My father isfrom San Carlos, Arizona. My
mother isfrom Venetie Indian Reservation. | am the
mother of eight daughters and two sons.

| live herein Venetie. And I'm not speaking for
myself, but I'm speaking for the children, my children, my
grandchildren, their future children. My mom wishes she
could be here. My daughter serves on the Venetie Village
Council. Her nameisTiliisiaSisto. It's her fifth year
running on the Venetie Village Council. Sheisthe
youngest member. Sheis23 yearsold. She'sasingle
mother of two.

Right now al four of my oldest daughters wanted to
be here to testify, but one got invited to the
Denakanag'aa Elders and Y outh Conference to represent
Venetievillage. That is GlendaDruck. She'saTCC youth
delegate. My other three got invited to the YEAH Summit,
youth environmental against alcohol and tobacco and
healthy living. And my eldest that serves on the Venetie
Village Council istheir chaperone. So al four of my
daughters are out representing the Venetie village.

And so I'm here to speak first for my oldest daughter
Tiliisia. This past winter, we did not have no meat. We
had no food stamps. We had no means of money. Our
freezers were empty. We were living off of fish that was
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given to us and sent to us from our friends in Grayling,
St. Mary's, Kaltag, Ruby and Rampart.

My daughter got paid. Shetook her paycheck, bought
around trip ticket to Arctic Village. As soon as she got
off the plane in Arctic Village she shot her first caribou
this past spring 30 minutes after she got off the plane.
The next day she sent us four caribous. So we were very
fortunate because if you go to the store, the little piece
of mest costs $27.90. Timesthat by ten for 31 days, $270
times 31. | cannot afford this dinner alone. That does
not include breakfast and lunch for my family, pluswe
have to pay for our own propane, which is $300 of propane,
which lasts 42 days. Wetimed it every time.

My daughter bakes. We bake. We live off
subsistence. We live off fish. Welive off birds, ducks.
95 percent of our groceries comes from thisland. Because
we are not rich -- my husband only has a part-time job.
My daughter has a part-time job. | just stay home and
take care of the kids. Five percent of our groceries
comes from Fairbanks. But if youinclude freight -- so if
you are paying for a piece of meat or abox of meat, you
are paying for groceries for $70 in Fairbanks, plus you
still have to pay for it to get it here to Venetie, which
the freight costs -- with the freight pricesrising, it's
very outrageous. So basically that box of meat could feed
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person's freezer is empty, whether you have a big family
or not and you have no money in your pocket, you till
share. We are not stingy people. We love one another,
care for one another. My children | have raised and
believe in God because my grandmother Julia, you could
smell her biscuits for miles around. She used to live
right over herein this big blue house.

A few days ago on Sunday they had a singing and
servicethere. It's been 22 years since | heard people
sing in that house and had prayer and hold hands. My
heart felt good. | walked in that house and | heard them
singing. And that felt good because it was right before
this meeting and it gave me strength to stand here and
speak to al of you.

I know that you guys already have this goa of
drilling, but there are real people out there that have no
income, and there are alot of people out there that has a
big family like myself. My children live off theland. |
have eight daughters. They &l shot something. They al
know how to live off the land. They all know how to get
on afour-wheeler to go get aload of wood. If you see
four girls going to go ptarmigan hunting, you know that's
breakfast with pancakes.

We don't have a grocery store where we can go. This
ain't Fred Meyer. | mean, aloaf of bread don't cost
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my family for maybe aweek and a half, but we are paying
amost $270.

Right now yesterday we paid $350 for two boxes of
meat, athing of tissue, and pull-ups and diapers. That
does not include the freight coming from Fairbanks.

Coming from a big family with limited income and
resources for my children, | just want to encourage you --
I'm not a paid actress. I'm not here standing in front of
you -- they didn't pay meto stand here to make you feel
sorry for me. I'm an actual living person. My daughters
would be here today but, like | said, they are out on
their training trying to get more trainings in their
systems to one day stand here and speak for their people.

But | just wanted to let you know that my daughter in
30 minutes got off that plane, filled our freezers, and we
still have caribou in our freezers. She shot her first
caribou. And then when she shot her first caribou,
traditionally you're supposed to giveit away. And there
was adear friend of oursin Fort Y ukon who passed away.
His name was Eric Luke. My daughter sent that whole
caribou to Fort Yukon. Hisfamily was very appreciative.
That's what we do in our Native way.

When ayoung person shoots their first kill, they
giveit to the elders or anybody that's in need because
that's how we are. We share with one another. And if one
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$1.69. A loaf of bread here costs maybe between six and
$9. A box of cereal costs up to seven to $10. And for my
family, that's just like one bow! each.

| just want to strongly encourage all of you to
listento me. Thisismy heart. If you could read my
heart, to understand that there are real people out there
that really, really, realy depend on this caribou. And |
know. | have been reading the newspapers and stuff
saying, you know, oh, yeah, but they are driving on
four-wheelers and this and that. And how istheir lights
going. You know, there are other ways around everything.
If you really look deep down in your heart, you look for
alternatives.

| mean, destroying a whole tribe that depends on
this, it's like making us into athird-world country. We
arein America and we are the ones standing in front of
you begging for our rights for our land.

Just earlier | was reading in a piece of newspaper
where this guy said how come if they know that they were
going to drill on their land, how come | feel like | got
stabbed in the back because my own people couldn't drill
on that land and we couldn't profit fromit. Y ou know, |
was reading that in one of these Anchorage newspapers
articles, and sort of trying to hit meright there, you
know. It'slike, well, you know, if we could have drilled
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on thisland long ago, you would think we would have done
that, you know. But we don't want that. Our children,
our grandchildren and our great grandfathers and great
grandmothers and those that passed on before us, they
fought for something that they truly believed in and they
left it here for usto live.

In the future if you guys drill that oil, | don't
know what my one person's words can say to make a
difference. All | am doing is pleading for my children
and my daughter and her children and asking you please --
| don't want the drilling here. | don't want to pay
$27.90 for alittle piece of steak that | have to split
ten ways.

That'sal | have to say.

MS. MARCIE WHITWELL: Good morning. I'm
wearing John Fredson's shirt today. He's the guy who --
how you say? These are the guys who came up with our
reservation, these pictures right here. These are our
elders that came up with the reservation, and thisguy is
the one who hel ped them to sign -- teach them how to sign
their names so they could sign the petition to get the
reservation. I'm just wearing this.

But | was thinking about what | was going to say.
And | had adream yesterday. See, | was born in Margaret
Creek down here. And then we moved here. And from here
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those days, that was abig thing. Thereisour liferight
there. Thisisour lifelineright there.

And | want to bring up, you guys are talking about
drilling on our land. If you destroy our land, imagine
what we get at store when we go shopping for meat.
Antibiotics. Thereis people getting sick from all that.

If you eat caribou, | don't worry about that because |

know where it came from. And if | go to the store and

my -- you know, sometimes we go to the store and get meat,
we get sick off it. Our kids get sick off it. That's not

our way of life.

Our way of lifeis go up to the mountain, kill that
caribou, skin it and bring it back. And you clean the
whole area. You don't just leaveit like that. And Sarah
talked about all these bones you guys see. The caribou.
The whole body, you could use it asatool. That's what
my dad taught me. Y ou could use anything for atool on
that caribou, the animal; all the bones, everything. They
don't waste nothing.

And they talk about this caribou fence where caribou
goin. Assoon asthey kill that caribou, they come out.
My grandma said it worked so fast, they turn around, all
that blood and everything is gone because that's how much
respect we have for that land, for that animal. Soit's
very important, you guys. (Speaking in Alaskan Native
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these elders, they -- somehow they communicated along
timeago. That wasthe way of Native -- our way. But
anyway, they send my dad to Arctic because we grew up --
they grew him up like a hunter to hunt for people. And
anyway, they move usto Arctic. And we got caribou meat
from there to send here because alot of people went to
school in those days. There was hardly any hunters, just
young people.

So that's where | came from, from going to Arctic.
And my dad brought all of our family -- thereis Myraand
Kathy over there. Thereislike seven of us. We walked
through that whole Arctic Village mountains because we
were hunting for people to eat here. That was alot of
work. | wasjust alittle girl, but my dad told us this
is how we haveto survive. If we don't do this, grandma
will be hungry in Venetie. So that wasin our heart as
brother and sister. And wedid alot so, you know, people
could eat here, and Arctic, too. Therewas alot of
elders, too. Andwefed all of them.

And now they are talking about this caribou. |
almost went there before. | went right toward that place
where they have that -- where they have those baby --
calving and al that. Anyway, when you go toward that,
you are actually going to feel something. Something was
thereasalittlegirl I couldn't understand, but for them
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language.) | don't need that. | grew up here. | don't
need paper to read what in my heart -- my heart is| got
eight grandkids and | want them to survive like | did.

Y ou know, exercise is going, walking up there to get that
caribou. It's not you go up with a plane and shoot it.
That's not us. We got to walk and do it.

And you guys need to talk and talk from your heart.
These are for our kids. Like someone said, caribou can't
speak for themselves. We have to do it because God put us
here, and he gave us animalsto protect. If | seean
anima wounded, | got to kill it because | don't want to
seeit suffer. That'stheway | grew up.

So weal grew up different way. But guesswhat? We
al got heartsin the same place. We got blood flowing
the sameway. And | want you to understand that if
caribou was taken away, | cannot live on that store meat
over there. That would make mesick. | got to have my
Native food. A lot of these elders are like that.

And it's very important that you guys talk for your
kids. Do it for your kids and your grandkids because they
areimportant. They are the future. And right now
everything is happening. A lot of bad things are
happening. But guesswhat? Thank God he take care of us,
every one of us. Every day, even though no matter what we
do, heforgiveus. That'sthe way we grew up as a Native.
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1 Number onefirstis God. You got to trust him with 1 amessage | want to bring to our young people now, that we
2 everything you got because you see, | lost a brother, too. 2 haveto stand up.
3 Hewasonly 18. But God showed me you can be stronger 3 I'm glad the way that Venetie/Arctic trained their
4 thanthat. That's where he gave me that strength. 4 young people, try to get our young people away from drugs
5 Like| said, please talk for caribou because it can't 5 and acohoal. It'sahard job, but it can be done. We
6 speak for itself. 6 need to learn the tools and use it for the protection of
7 So God bless every one of you, and thank you for 7 what we hold so dear to our heart that we depend on.
8 being here. 8  Youknow, | come from small people. My great
9 MS. SARAH JAMES: We got 20 people on the 9 grandfather is Johnny Frank, and Sarah Frank is my great
10 list, and we don't have very much time. 1:30 they have to 10 grandmother. That's my mother's grandparents. I'm the
11 leave, and some of our visitors may not even get to speak, 11 father of Jonathan Solomon, Sr., and my mother is still
12 sowe'd like to have people speak in three minutes, if you 12 alive down therein Fort Yukon. Her nameis Hannah J.
13 could. And line-- and get ready to come on. So even 13 Solomon.
14 walking from over here take awhile. So be hereright on 14  Sol just want you to know that, that | watch and
15 the button. 15 I'velearned. And | would really liketo speak up on a
16 MR. ERNEST D. ERICK: We need more time. 16 lot of issues, but with a heart of our peopleit can be
17 Weneed moretime. You got the timeto be here. We need 17 done. And that'sthe message | bring from other
18 moretime. 18 indigenoustribesto thisvillage. Thisis my home. |
19 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER: Giveusmore |19 lovethisplace. | have beento Arctic. | have been all
20 time. 20 theplaces. | brought my daughter when she waslittle.
21 MR. ERNEST D. ERICK: That'swhat we need 21 You seethat little girl walking around earlier, that's my
22 here. Thank you. 22 granddaughter. | want them to get the feeling of my
23 MS. MARY BETH SOLOMON: My nameisMary |23 community here.
24 Beth Solomon. I'm a Gwichyaa Gwich'in from Fort Yukon. |24 Thisiswhere my mother isfrom. She was born up
25 I'm acouncil member down at Fort Y ukon. And my chief 25 therein Arctic Village area, Smoke Creek. She was raised
Page 35 Page 37
1 asked me to come up here and say afew wordsto you all. 1 upthere. Shelost her mother when she was little. So
2 | was here yesterday during the consultation, government 2 shewas allowed to live with certain peoplein the
3 togovernment. | understand al that. | had afew notes 3 villages sometimes. But the main one that really raised
4 here, but who knows if I'll look at it or not. 4 her was Christian. And | got to meet all these elders
5 However, | want you people to know that there are 5 that wetak about. | even met Myra Roberts. That's way
6 other tribes up there supporting this issue of protecting 6 back.
7 the calving grounds that we call 1002 at thistime. | 7  Soanyhow, | did know &l the elders. | learned
8 listened to the elders. | listened to the leadership. | 8 lots. That's the message that | believe from my heart and
9 understand some of the process. | have been to college. 9 from my tribe and al other indigenous people of the
10 That helped alittle bit. 10 world.
11 I've never really stood up and spoke to people on 11 Mahsi'.
12 thisissue. | talk to peoplein the background. We visit 12 MR. BOBBY TRITT: Good morning or
13 our friendsand al that. And | really support the issue 13 afternoon. Or morning yet. My nameis Bobby Tritt, for
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of no development, no drilling in 1002 area. It'sa

sacred ground. Y ou hear that over and over, and you will
hear that. I'm as| stand here as a Gwichyaa Gwich'in, |
want you to know there are other indigenous peoplein
Alaskathat support our efforts to protect this sacred
ground.

And the other thing | want to talk about was the EIS.
Wetalk about it over and over. You have to understand
that once it's awritten document, you better look at it
and have asay. We can still change that document. Even
from what we say might not all go in there, but if you
read it, you could make sure it getsin there. And that's
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the record. 1'm a council member of Venetie Village
Council and born and raised in Arctic Village. My late --
my parents were Christian Tritt, Sr., traditional chief.
Lily Tritt was my mother, both passed.

Anyway, I'd like to talk -- say and talk about 1002,
caribou, et cetera, the only place caribou herd --
Porcupine caribou herd born and survive. We need to -- we
need to stop. Exploration we need to protect this area
1002 from exploration.

Herein Venetie we pay $9 agalon. InArctic
Village they probably pay about $10. Hardly any of my
people work up north. Let's save 1002 for future
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generation. Maybe 100 years, 200 years, maybe forever we
need to save this place.

Me, | speak for the animals. | speak for Porcupine
caribou herd. It'shometo -- it's home to 250 animal
species up there, and millions of migration birds. And
there is 180 different kind of birds that goes there, and
birds from as far away as Antarctica, Africaand all 50
states. However, Porcupine caribou herd is our bread and
butter and our food.

So | would say stop exploration on 1002. 1'd like to
thank everybody herein Venetie, Arctic Village, al our
visitors. You guys are welcome to our town, including all
of you. And I'd like-- that'sal I've got to say for
now.

Thank you.

MR.WILL MAYO: | have so much that'sin
my heart that I'm going to go ahead and use afew notes so
| don't miss some important things. So with that, my name
isWill Mayo. I'm heretoday for the Tanana Chiefs
Conference. That's officially. But in my heart, I'm here
to support the Gwich'in Nation. All of the tribesin this
region, 42, they all support Gwich'in Nation in their
fight to protect the 1002 area from development. But
Congress has made their decision, and thisthingison a
downward slope that we are not going to be able to stop.
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and do balanced, true scientific research. What does it

mean to calving caribou behavior when trucks come in, when
roads are built, when infrastructure is established? And
where will those caribou go if they won't calve there?

The only placethey can goiseast. The only other place.

Those caribou chose that place for areason, and they
are smart. They know what works to protect their young.
They know they need the wind that's there. They need that
wide open plain so they can see predators. They need the
wind to blow away the mosquitoes because mosguitoes will
exsanguinate calvesto death. They know why they calve
there. To the east is mountains. Y ou go over more
mountains, and finally you come to a coastal plain on the
Canada side that's similar, and sometimes they calve
there.

My fear isthat they will go east because they will
come back down the mountain, they will see out there, oh,
there isroads, there is pumps, there is people, it stinks
here, and they won't calve there. They will keep going.
And the only way they can go is east.

And what will that do to the path that they take when
they pass by your villages here? What will it do when
their migratory routes possibly shift to the east? These
people here, they will be left high and dry, more trauma.
More trauma.
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So today we are scoping what they are going to look
at as they make decisions that have aready been made.
They are scoping. | wish | could have confidence that the
scoping will bereal, but I'm not going to lie to you.

I'll speak the truth. | don't seethat. | seethisasan
exercise, checking off the next thing on the list. And my
heart grieves.

Our people are suffering another trauma. They talk
about cultura trauma of the people. And you are
witnessing it happening right here. Our hearts are heavy,
like they are tearing them out. Political decisions are
made.

If | thought proposing a scope was really going to
help, thisiswhat | would say: Don't mess around with
the calving ground. Stay away. Everybody knows caribou
won't calve where people are. They liketo say the
caribou get along with the pipeline. Those aren't calving
caribou. Those are migrating feeding caribou. They don't
care. They can live with the pipeline. But when they
calve, they go far away to a safe and secret place where
they know from generations they won't be disturbed.

If | thought that proposing a scope would really make
adifference here, | would propose that there would be
established a balanced team of scientists -- some federal,
some state, some from the Native community -- who would go
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I'm sorry. | was going to do proper protocol. |
wanted to speak in front of the Venetie Village Chief
Dennis Erick, the Native Village of Venetie Chief Steve
Frank, and Arctic Village Chief James John, traditional
chiefs Abraham Henry, Sr. and Trimble Gilbert. | wanted
to first ask your permission to address you on your land.
| failed to do that because I'm not supposed to take too
long.

And | really respect your leaders for your standing
up and your past |eaders who are chiefs, like Gideon
James, Sarah who aways spoke up. Ernest. | remember
these chiefs from along time ago.

So | just want to say my village is Tanana (speaking
in Athabascan). It's about 250 miles east of here. When
they built the pipeline and the road to support it, no
more caribou came behind our village. We would go behind
our village 14 miles. Wewould go over therisein the
apine country, and we would see caribou. We could bring
it home. Y ou can go up there any time now, you will never
seethem again. They never come back. It's atrauma.

I'll make a couple more points. | know | took too
much time, Sarah. | think Sarah lost her watch, though.

So protect that ground. And | think area balanced
scientific study without political interference.
Political interference would be that if atrue study was
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given that would show the impacts on subsistence, truly
show it, that that study, balanced study would get buried.
That's my fear because I've seen that before. | have been
around along time in leadership. I've seen supportive
documents suddenly disappear. They never get spoke of
again.

And | want to say directly -- isit director? I'll
call you Director Joe Balash. | thank you for coming and
being here, and your team. And thank the Lieutenant
Governor for being here, Byron Mallott. He knows what we
are talking about. Just because he's Lieutenant Governor
doesn't mean he doesn't know. He's been avoice for
Native issues for along time. Commissioner Cotten.

But that would be my heart, and | think such a
balanced study would show that there would be an EIS
finding and a decision of record that would show that
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we don't say nothing, we going to end up nothing the next
generation to come, like you see the animal and all the
resource we have. That worries me.

About 30 years ago, that pipeline start. | felt -- |
thought we -- everything going to be cheap and the ail,
gas going to be cheap. Y ou know how much we pay for it in
Arcticis$10 agallon. The sametime they don't
[indiscernible]. That's what we have been using for many
years. That's the one that don't burn too much gas. So
that's the problem.

So the next thing is election times. Make sure al
the Native people should remember that when you vote. The
nation is kind of split now. More and more people on
other side. Andwe lost last time. We have a problem.
Before the election times, they ask for vote everywhere
they travel. And then after they were elected, | tried to

17 there would beirreversible impacts on this subsistence 17 say hi to them, but they never say hi to me no more.
18 living, thisresource, and that the best recommendation is 18 We have to do the right way next time, next election
19 todrill somewhere else. 19 that's coming. We might -- | thought maybe the world is
20  Thank you very much. 20 just split already. Communities are split, too,
21 MR. TRIMBLE GILBERT: Mahsi' Choo. I'm 21 everywhere. We might lose again. Then we going to have
22 glad you are al here and talk to the people here. The 22 more problem. Seemsto me they don't care about up this
23 last meeting in Arctic | wasn't there because I'm busy in 23 way. Oh, they live up there. They got everything. Sowe
24 Fairbanks. | missed the wholething. And | hear alot of 24 aways have problem during election times.
25 good things about it. So thistime | wasin Fort Y ukon 25  And the Porcupine herds are very healthy herd. They
Page 43 Page 45
1 busy for two weeks. And then I'm very lucky. The Tanana 1 cover thewhole area, Arctic all the way to Canada. There
2 Chiefs brought me over here. Brought quite afew of us. 2 islike-- Sarah -- Sarah Abel, old woman, talk it. It's
3  AndI'mglad Willieisherewith us. And| getto 3 likethefood islikethis. Okay. The next one will be
4 know him since many years and standing right in front of 4 Venetie. Next year going to be Arctic. Next year going
5 the TCC group al thetime. So when | travel around and 5 tobeOld Crow. So our people using this. And also
6 when Willieiswith me, I'm really happy to have him all 6 sharing isthe big word from the last 10,000 of year. We
7 thetime. 7 share one another with the caribou. Also that Y ukon
8 So support is very important. We all need sometime 8 River. Also not only that, we sharing and look after each
9 where-- too far north. We livetoo far north, and we are 9 other with what we got. That'swhat | meant alittle
10 isolated, cold. Evenright now. Yesterday it was cold. 10 whileago. And we have been away from each other, but we
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But we still hang around up thisway. We don't want to
leave. And my wife should be here, but she was kind of
slow, and sheisin Fort Y ukon now, so sheisgoing to be
home on Saturday.

Y ou know, | remember it way back, 1935. | don't
know -- I'm probably the oldest one. | don't know. 1935.
And ever since there has been quite a change up this way.

Y ou know that some people said who is your neighbor.
Caribou. Caribou and al kind of animals. | grew up with
lot of birds. Thistime of the year, middle of May,
thousands, thousands of birds coming back. Noisy. Now
you hardly hear any birdson thisarea. Thereisquitea
few, but they don't make noise. Even wolf never howl
again. They know what's going on. Everything is-- all
the animal s decrease now and slowly. What's going on? If
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arejust like one family. Now we working on that. The
whole Native of Alaska should be one unity people, and we
can be strong. We can protect in what resource we have in
our country.

Sure, that Porcupine herd is still healthy and they
hang around more the last few years. And they don't go
over very much. But with that Central herd has joined our
caribou, but they are kind of separated and they are on
this side of the mountain of Arctic Village. People knows
it because Central is small, and they are kind of not very
fat. But Porcupine herd thisyear it's healthy again, and
the populations of the caribou has increased more and more
caribou we got than before.

So we asking for help and help that our voices not
reach further down to the D.C., but we got some peoplein
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Juneau, and we need more and more educated people to fight
for us. And thisisnot the only problem we are going to
have. Like we are going to have more and more problems
because we -- we should know better than that what we
need.

Now wetalk about Yukon River. Water. Water isvery
important. They keep saying that next ten years, maybe
more than that we can drink water from the Y ukon River.
Also the Brooks Range. That's good water. It's coming
thisway. Thereisclear water in thisriver. Down other
sideis good water, too. So caribou -- animal is kind of
looking for that birth, breeding place.

So dll the birds -- | don't know. Some of the ducks
we never see them no more. Birds are same thing. That
worriesme. And we don't -- we don't say nothing, then we
going to have more problems than 30 years ago. | thought
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Gwich'in and Koyukon Athabascan tribes that form CATG are
Arctic Village, Beaver, Birch Creek, Circle, Canyon
Village, Chalkyitsik, Fort Yukon, Rampart, Stevens Village
and Venetie. The CATG tribal consortium strongly opposes
oil and gas |leasing and development in the coastal plain
asone.

The Gwich'in and upper Koyukon traditional land use
areas of the upper Y ukon Flats encompass what is now the
Y ukon Flats Nationa Wildlife Refuge and part of the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. The Council of
Athabascan Tribal Governments has a standing resolution
titled the Resol ution to Permanently Protect the
Birthplace and Nursery Grounds of the Porcupine Caribou
Herd in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, and it
asserts and affirms the Gwich'in peoples rights, inherent
right to continue their way of life as recognized by the

17 we going to have better life, but in the last 30 years, 17 U.S. Senate. The Gwich'in have consistently advocated for
18 you should see the graveyard in every community. It's 18 thelizhik Gwatsan Gwandaii Goodlit, the Sacred Place
19 bigger and bigger because of the alcohol, drugs and 19 WhereLife Begins, to protect their natural environment
20 alcohol, something that's not good for the Athabascan 20 and cultural practices. Since timeimmemorial CATG tribes
21 people, not only here, but al over Alaska, Native people, 21 and their tribal membership have lived in reciprocity with
22 morecrimesand al that. A lot of them been lost with 22 these lands and the resources therein and have a spiritual
23 acohal. Some of the village we losing that populations 23 relationship to the Porcupine caribou herd.
24 near the pipelineg, like down Stevens Village and al that. 24 Government-to-government consultation should always
25 | hope they come home someday to have agood life. 25 be meaningful, productive and measurable for tribes and
Page 47 Page 49

1 So I'm the elder, so | could say anything | want to 1 their governments and should be adequately involved in al

2 because | got to say something for the future generations 2 aspects, asit directly affectstheir lives and

3 tocome. Sol'm glad you are here for the support, and we 3 well-being.

4 would like to welcome you so we -- we do need the help and 4 Thisscoping period is much too short to properly

5 thevoice. More and more rich people, and those are the 5 solicit comments from Alaskans, Native and nonNative,

6 ones, they don't -- | know they don't want to hear our 6 rural and urban, young and old, rich and poor, and the

7 voice. Evenin electiontime talk about it. We never 7 greater American citizenry. This process does not allow

8 seethem around here. Before election time they come 8 for the proper inclusion of Alaska Native knowledge

9 around for vote, and then after they have been elected, | 9 systemsand traditional use patterns and the impacts of
10 never seethem for the next four or five years. 10 development in athorough and thoughtful way. My own
11 So thank you very much for invite us. Sowe are 11 tribe, Beaver, the Beaver Village Council, and Fort Y ukon
12 leaving this afternoon. And | hope you have more -- you 12 reguested to have scopings in their communities and were
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meet more people, Native people and talk about this
caribou. And God blessyou, all of you.

Thank you.

DR. CHARLEEN FISHER: (Speaking in Alaskan

Native language.) My nameisDr. Charleen Fisher. I'm
from Beaver, Alaska. I'm the Executive Director of the
Council of Athabascan Tribal Governments. Thank you very
much to the people of Venetie for allowing me to speak
today.

The Council of Athabascan tribal governmentsisa
tribal consortium founded in September of 1985 with the
vision of self-sufficient communities and a shared
commitment to promoting common goals. The ten remote
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denied, and this excluded their tribal membership and many
people.

Thisprocess also isvery divisive. Many of us have
much more in common than this processis going to
represent in the comments solicited. Many of the Alaska
Natives throughout the state live a subsistence way of
life, have a spiritual relationship to the animals and the
natural environment. The lizhik Gwatsan Gwandaii
Goodlit, the Sacred Place Where Life Begins, or the
coastal plain or the 1002 areais a significant birthing
ground to many species of migratory birds, fish and
nonmigrating mammals, as well as the Porcupine caribou
herd.
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1 In the 50-plus years the Arctic National Wildlife 1 that'stens of thousands of years of datathat we have.
2 Refuge has existed, the Porcupine caribou herd has 2 Now, not al dataisequal. Some datais good data
3 maintained stable numbers. No other caribou herd has 3 and has actually produced results. Some datais faulty
4 development in their birthing grounds. And the 4 data. Weknow that our datais good because we are still
5 possibility that significant damage to the health of the 5 here. Wesurvived. Congratulations.
6 Porcupine caribou herd as well as the population isa 6  Sol understand that it can be difficult for people
7 serious possibility. The Porcupine caribou herd isa 7 from the west to understand what we are talking about and
8 vital part of the Gwich'in people's way of life and diet. 8 really respect the data that we have. | understand that
9 The remote communities of CATG depend heavily on the 9 because I'vefallen into thistrap myself. Last year |
10 Porcupine caribou herd for sustenance and to teach our 10 was out hunting moose with my father. And we were out on
11 children the way of how to livein Alaskas Arctic 11 theland. And my father isan older guy. And | have been
12 climate. 12 gone from Alaskafor along time and just moved back
13  Theeastern part of the 1002 areas are critical to 13 within the past several years. So we went out hunting.
14 calving caribou. But considering some of the areas, the 14 And | used to be a Special Forces officer in the Army, so
15 distance between the mountains and the coast are only 20 15 | know how to be ontheland. | know what I'm doing. I'm
16 miles, the entire 1002 areas is critical habitat to the 16 aGreen Beret here.
17 Porcupine caribou herd and will the -- the impacts of 17  Sowego out and we are hunting. And he'sin the
18 harming the herd will affect social, economic and 18 front of the boat, and I'm sitting in the back. I'm
19 gpiritual connections of our Gwich'in people. 19 driving the boat. And he seesareal fat black bear just
20 CATG stands firm in their resolution to protect the 20 right there on the shore. | thought, boy, he's going to
21 Porcupine caribou herd birthplace as a sacred place. We 21 shoot that black bear. And he pulled up hisgun. And he
22 arevery disappointed that the scoping wasn't extended and 22 looked at it for a bit, and he put his gun down, dropped
23 feel that this processisunjust. The CATG support a 23 hisgun down. And we were -- | slowed down alittle bit,
24 no-action aternative, encourage meaningful discussion 24 and the bear ran off.
25 regarding management, research and stewardship of the 25  Andl| said, hey, how come you didn't shoot that bear?
Page 51 Page 53
1 Porcupine caribou herd. 1 Hesaid, you know, | was thinking about it, but the bear
2 (Speaking in Alaskan Native language.) Wewill live 2 isawaysin front of the moose. And | was thinking to
3 off theanimals. Thiswater -- thisland and water is 3 myself, talking to him islike reading a fortune cookie.
4 specia to us and we hold it for the future generations 4 What the hell does that mean, the bear isin front of the
5 with God's help. 5 moose? | don't understand that. And then we turned the
6 Mahsi' Choh Shalak maii. 6 corner and there was a moose there.
7 MR. SAM ALEXANDER: (Speaking in Alaskan 7  Of course -- of course he was able to determine that
8 Native language.) | want to thank the community of Venetie 8 before | was because he has better datathan | do. He was
9 for alowing me this opportunity to speak. | know you 9 listening to that 30,000 years of data.
10 havealot of tribal members, so giving me this 10  Sol think that'swhat we are here to tell you. At
11 opportunity, | appreciateit alot. 11 least that'swhat I'm hereto tell you isthat you need to
12 I wasinvited by CATG and | was directed by our 12 respect thedata. Y ou need to respect the traditional
13 eldersto come up here and speak alittle bit. 13 knowledge that's 30,000 years accumulated. And we know
14  Sol grew upin Fort Yukon, but | live in Fairbanks. 14 it'sgood data because we are still here.
15 Several yearsago | got amaster's degree in business from 15 Solistentothedata. Listen to our elders.
16 Dartmouth. So when we think about the decisionsin front 16 Respect our land. Respect our knowledge. And don't
17 of usand what we see from our government, it's good to 17 drill.
18 think about the business aspect of it. 18 Mahsi'.
19 And so how do businesses make decisions? Well, they 19 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER: (Speakingin
20 make decisions based on data. And so they create these 20 Alaskan Native language.)
21 predictive models. These predictive modelstell them 21 MR. ROBBIE MARTIN: Hi. My nameis Robbie
22 should we invest or should we not invest. Well, that data 22 Martin. I'mfrom Venetie. My parents are Shayna Tritt
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that's being used for decisionsin ANWR is very new data
and very incomplete data, if we think about it. Gwich'in
people have been here for tens of thousands of years, and
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and James Martin of Arctic Village and Venetie. My dad
taught me how to cook over a campfire out in the woods.
And | learned how to cook ducks and cut the caribou and

Midnight Sun Court Reporters

(13) Pages 50 - 53





Coagtal Plain Oil and Gas L easing Program EIS
Scoping Mesting - Venetie

June 12, 2018

Page 54

use some of the partsto cook over thefire. And I'm 13
yearsold.

It'sablessing to have. | don't want to throw that
away. It'shurting usto think that the oil companies are
trying to take over what we have, such as our land,
animals, what we rely on, most importantly, the caribou.

Mahsi' Choo.

MR. JAMES JOHN: Hello. James John.
(Speaking in Alaskan Native language.) Hello. My nameis
Jmmy. James, better known as Jimmy. My story, when |
was young, | hunt alot. Yeah. | hunt from alittle boy.

My forefathers, they teach me how to hunt. | never give
up. Solikeright now, | don't have no kind of stuff to

hunt with. | just go out in my Indian way. | got no bow
and arrow, you know. | go out and hunt, and I come home |
make sure | got everything, from waterfowl! to moose,
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Beaver Mountain. They travel. They come home and go home
to have their calves. That's many miles, rugged area.

And when they make it, they make sure they have their calf
very good and they come home and they come back to our
village where we can be, you know, happy people.

And these caribou, they are having a hard time right
now with the mosguitoes and all that bother them. It's
hard for them to keep up. And they can't speak. The
caribou don't speak. So we got to fight for them. And
many years from now it will be hard for these people to
get up. They have to be educated to speak to you people
aswe are today.

Like those little children | was speaking to you,
when they grow up, hey, what happened, you know. They
will speak up again. Maybe they will bein front of you,
you know. It'slikethat to us. And they are pretty

17 sheep. All those animals, | hunt them, | eat them, | 17 smart. They never give up on what they do. --

18 never give up. 18 Being achief, it'shard. Yeah, pretty hard to bea

19  These people here are the same. They hunt. They 19 chief, yeah. You got to take care of your people, alot

20 fish. They build camp. They do everything they want. 20 of respect and all that. You can't be mean and al that.

21 But if you go to the Lower 48, you can't do that. My 21 You know thegame. Being an Indian, it's pretty hard.

22 country, my land you could. Even right now, you go out 22 Everyday life as Indians, like what you see today, you

23 there, you go fishing. Y ou go fishing down there, you got 23 can't -- it's pretty hard.

24 to have apermit. You don't do that around here. Hunt 24 Our fuel costs many dollars. When we go hunting,

25 the sameway. We do that. 25 | spend aslittleas| can to save money. | come home
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1 Andright now, all these kids around here, | want 1 with maybe one moose. Probably I'll spend about $1,800
2 them to get up, stand up and go on. | tell them who they 2 just to get one moose. That's good for me so my people
3 are. They have to because when they grow up now, | want 3 will eat. | don't ask for it. You know, that's the way
4 them to hunt everything in front of them. And when | grew 4 lifeis. Andyou continue on. The people -- you should
5 up, | don't haveit. It'snot there for me. | haveto 5 understand it pretty good. Y ou know, we love each other
6 [indiscernible] for them to -- for the next generation. 6 pretty good and we respect each other. | hope you guys
7 And we have to do that. 7 can understand what we are talking about and make sure you
8  And the caribou, we take care of it just like we take 8 hear what we are saying.
9 careof ourselves. We use every part of it. Every part 9 Mahsi' Choo.

10 of the animal we get, we got anamefor it. Yeah. Every 10 MR. KYLE ALEXANDER: My nameisKyle

11 little part we got, we eat them, down to the hooves. 11 Alexander. | am 16 yearsold, and | will one day shoot my
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Y eah, we boil the hooves. We ezt it. Every part, eyeball
and al. Yesh.

And the water, when we get water, we just go down the
bank right there in the water. Y ou can jump in the boat,
get acup and drink it like that. We go on the land and
see a puddle of water, you are so thirsty, we just bend
over and just take a shot of water. It'sunheard of. You
get going. That'sthe way we are. But | know some of the
animals, like those ground squirrels, it'slike along
time ago if you go up our land [indiscernible], you might
get -- maybe from here to maybe my village all those
little animals will be gone from that -- [indiscernible]
underground. They will all go. There won't be nothing.

The caribou they go up many miles. They go down to

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

first caribou. Butif you drill, I am afraid | won't
shoot my first caribou or ever see them again. Being a
young man, | want to grow up and provide for my family. |
want to one day teach the younger kids how to hunt
caribou. Thisisour life. Please don't drill oil on the
calving grounds.

Mahsi' Choo.

MR. RAYDAN TRITT: My nameis Raydan

Tritt. My parents are Shayna Tritt and James Martin.

And | want to say that everybody knows their first
experience hunting. Like your first caribou, you are
being nervous at first. When we take that shot, you are
excited after you took that shot. And your dad or your
mom will celebrate you, and your elders, too. You liketo
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see your family so excited, you get too excited oncein a
while. For me, | shot three caribou my first time. | got
too excited, and my dad told me to calm down. So | want
to go hunting again, but | know that won't happen again
next time. | was hoping | go hunting next winter.

And -- sorry | forgot -- if you guysdrill, I'm
afraid the next generation won't get their first
experience of hunting and they won't see their family
excited. And actualy, that'sit. Sorry.

MR. STEVE FRANK: Steve Frank, Native
Village of Venetie Tribal Government, tribal chief. |
just want to tell Joe -- | try to tell Joe alittle story
every day about all the wrong things that have been done
to Native Americans throughout history. Joe, | want you
to know we are peoplejust like you. We have our dreams
and grandkids.

Albert served in Vietnam, and Jerry was in the Army.
But | kind of want to tell you alittle story about my
father, Albert's father and Jerry's father. When they
were growing up, they had one gun, one steel ball.
Jerry's father was the shooter. Whenever he missed, my
father or Nathaniel had to go and dig up that bullet. So
I'm just -- | want you to know we are people just like
you, you know. Weall grew up. Think about that, you
know.
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people that are educated and in a position to make
decisions. And we have computers. We have avery
advanced technology that are in place today. We have our
peoplein office useit.

So whatever -- whatever their knowledge or their
speak, you know, | hope that these are being respected and
considered because what | hear yesterday, what happened to
the point of today or yesterday that even we had the
hearing and people came forward to address their concerns,
those things were not well considered and decision was
made already. And we come to find out last night.

Anyway, | just wanted to tell you that we are talking
about animalsthat are very intelligent, very intelligent
and in afragile and sensitive environment that they
exist. They use clean water. They use clean air. And
most of all, they have got to have clean vegetation. They
have got to have it in order to be healthy, in order to
be -- somebody mentioned that the shape of caribou was
pretty well today, and that'strue. And that's true. And
it's never been like that for -- you know, for some time.

And | -- we have noticed these animals found the
different -- different feeding area, which isright
directly north of thisvillage. A lot of people-- alot
of our hunters know exactly where -- where we are talking
about. So the animals that we're talking about is they
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| was going to say something more, but that's just a
little story | wanted to tell you just so you make the
connection that we are people just like anybody el se.
Okay.

Thank you.

MR. GIDEON JAMES: Thank you for
giving me the opportunity to speak. My nameis Gideon
James. | livein Arctic Village, and I'm one of the
elders. And | grew up with Trimble. My name is Gideon
James. I'm 78 years old now. And | -- what I'm talking
about is pretty much my experience or my reading or my --
my experience in alot of things. | worked for the tribe
30 years, and | have been to Washington, D.C. about five
times. And | have been across the country addressing
self-government and the rule-making process for a couple
years.

And it gives me the opportunity to speak with other
tribes that were on -- that were on the negotiating
committee. And | have -- | was lucky to come to
communicate with alot of different tribes, alot of
different leaders. And | see some pretty well-known
leaders here in the village right now, you know. And |
know alot of them for 20, 30 years. | see some --

There is somebody that mentioned knowledge. We have
knowledge. We have people that are educated. We area
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know whereto go. A lot of times, you know, when it's
difficult to travel like on snow, they use mountain ridge
where thereis no snow. The wind blows.

| want to bring a couple stories. When | wasa
little boy around six or seven years old, | went with my
-- | spent alot of time with my grandfather Albert E.
Tritt. | spent lotsand lots of time. | just barely
remember sometimes. But one time that we were behind the
mountain, and we had tents. And then there was another
mountain right above it. And oneday himand I, we
climbed that mountain, and the other sideis steep like
this[indicating]. And thevalley, it was five miles of
valley behind there with a creek. And when we got behind
it, all the valley opened up. And I tell you the truth,
the farthest we could see, it's covered with caribou
moving, moving like this. | remember that.

And my grandfather would sit on abig rock, big
boulder, you know, and look. And my grandfather, he'sa
really spiritual man. And he would sing, you know. We
saw the -- we played the drums awhile ago, and that was
part of it. | remember over and over | hear when he sing
it. And when he look for animals he sing it, you know.

| say that because we are real people. These people
that are the little ones, they come forward and say what's
important to them. It'strue. | don't want to take that

Midnight Sun Court Reporters

(15) Pages 58 - 61





Coagtal Plain Oil and Gas L easing Program EIS
Scoping Mesting - Venetie

June 12, 2018

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP

[ N
N wN RO

Page 62

much time, but | -- but | -- | want to tell you again that
the geese and waterfowl and ducks, they have aresting
place on the Yukon. And people that lives on the Y ukon
River, they know -- they know where the resting place are
for the ducks. They all go up that coastal plain. They

all go up there to nest, to nest.

And | wastalking to one of my friends last night,
[indiscernible] and Jerry that testified earlier. | asked
them, | said, how long does it -- when they come through,
the ducks come through, how long doesiit last? He said
sometimes it lasts awhole week. Lasts awhole week.
Several thousand aday. And you can imagine how many --
how many ducksin this little area down there, but cover
the whole Yukon River. It's--it's--it'sreally
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that. Soif you want any more information, come to me and
ask me.

One of the things | really wanted to say isthat |
seethe ANILCA -- okay. ANILCA is--isalaw that
Senator Stevens addressed because there was alack of
subsistence protection in the land claims bill. And he
wantsto try to correct it. So he put it in the
national -- what's that called, national interest land.
And national interest land is where our -- national
interest land is across the street -- acrosstheriver.

But alot of coastal village, they don't have -- they

don't have natural interest land. That's where the
problemis. The problemisthere. So ANILCA is
unconstitutional. So putting stuff like ANILCA in your

15 massive, geese that go to the north. 15 schedule, | think thereis a big question about it.
16  Andfish do the samething. And fish, they come up 16  Okay. | don't have no more five minutes, so | guess
17 theriver. They come up theriver from the -- where the 17 I'll quit.
18 mouth of the Yukonis. And they spawn in the clean water, 18 MS. RAEANN GARNETT: I'll tell you my name
19 clean -- clean -- clean water they spawn. And they do 19 inaminute. I'm not speaking to my -- I'm not speaking
20 that year after year. They do that year after year. We 20 tomy people. I'm -- | want to stand up here and speak
21 all know that. The people that lives on the Y ukon, they 21 for my people but I'm speaking to al of you. Welcome.
22 sharefish. They share fish that comes up to the clean 22 (Speaking in Alaskan Native language.) My nameis RayAnn
23 water to spawn. So like when spawning happens this year, 23 Garnett. My parents are Mike and Michelle Garnett. My
24 it will come back in four to five years from now. 24 grandparents are Lillian and Jerry Garnett and Andy and
25 Same thing happens with the caribou when they -- when 25 Caroline Haley. | am from Arctic Village and Venetie,
Page 63 Page 65
1 they travel, they use only oneroute. And any caribou 1 Alaska. I'm Neetsaii Gwich'in Dene Navgjo.
2 don'tlead. Thereisaleader inthat herd. Thereisa 2 Our people have lived on these lands along with the
3 leader in the herd that doesit. They call that the 3 caribou for thousands of years. Our way of lifeisat
4 (Alaskan Native word.) That meansleader. They lead the 4 stake. Thecaribouisat stake. Our land, our culture,
5 herd. And you can tell by the calluses on their arm right 5 our language, our animals are very important to every one
6 here. Yeah, thick calluses. Those are the leader. 6 of us. I've always been taught the important of our land,
7  And| wastaking about the fish. Not only king 7 animalsand culture. | ask that you advocate for usto
8 salmon or chum salmon does that. Whitefish does that, 8 help protect our way of life. Don't drill in the birthing
9 too. They winter in the lakes and then they come out in 9 grounds of our caribou.
10 the springtime and then they spawn. They spawn. They 10 Mahsi'.
11 spawn during the summer. And then in July thelittle fish 11 MS. MARY ROSE GAMBOA: (Speakingin
12 likethis come up the creek, bunch of them. And we all 12 Gwich'in.) My nameisMary Rose Gamboa. 1'm a Neetsaii
13 know thereismillions of creeksin Alaska. It happens 13 Gwich'in from Arctic Village, and | livein Venetie. And
14 the same way. 14 1'm here today to speak for the vadzaih. Vadzaihisour
15 So I'm talking about our way of life. It'sredly a 15 mainfood. | grew up with vadzaih. | eat vadzaih all my
16 way of life. We are guarding the fish, the animals that 16 lifeand till today | still eat vadzaih. | don't like
17 usetheareaup there. | don't know how much time | got, 17 besef.
18 but | have -- give me about another five minutes? No? 18  Sovadzahisfor dinner every night in my house.
19  Oneof thethingsthat | wanted to tell you is that 19 Vadzaih has done alot of good in our lives. Keep us
20 onyour schedule, you said aternative -- you said 20 healthy. Help usgrow strong. Vadzaih is very important
21 dternative development. Thereis-- inyour -- in your 21 tous. | don't know how my grandkids and their grandkids
22 plan, thereis no aternative development. These things 22 are going to do without vadzaih.
23 have aready been decided by executive order. Thereisno 23 Right now everything | say isfor the future of my
24 dternative system that we would goto. And | know that 24 grandkids and their kids, that they matter more in the

N
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because | read -- a bunch of executive orders address
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future of their life.
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And vadzaih is only way they will survive by feeding
onit. | strongly say | stand against drilling where the
life begins. What's going to happen if they drill?
What's going to happen to those calves? | know for sure
that they will not survive. And if they don't survive,
then how are my grandkids and their kids going to survive
without that?

Thank you very much for coming and listening to us.
| appreciate that. But the time to speak is not enough.
Got alot moreto say, alot more to pray for.

Mahsi' Choo.

MS. FAITH GEMMILL: Good afternoon. My

nameis Faith Gemmill. Neetsaii Gwich'in, Pit River,
Wintu. I'm from Vashraii K'oo, Arctic Village. | spoke
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Places that have stood for 40 years and been debated for
40 years should not be opened within ayear. It doesn't
make sense, especialy now when we are in climate crisis.
That'safact. It doesn't make sense to open up places
for fossil fuel development while the world is debating
the current climate crisisthat we are all in.

| just hope and pray that in this process, tribesin
Alaska and Natives across the nation would once again
unite our voices and start pushing back because we need
to. Our whole livelihood, everything we are as human
beingsison theline. It'snot just us. It's Native
people everywhere thisis happening to.

| was down in Standing Rock when the -- when Trump
was elected. When we got up that morning after election,

15 before before the panel, and I'm registering those 15 al the team that were camped there -- there was 10,000
16 comments. So since we only have three minutes, I'm going 16 people there standing with the Dakota people against the
17 toswitch it up and talk about what we learned in our 17 Dakota access pipeline for water because it's going to
18 government-to-government meeting yesterday where wewere |18 pollute the Missouri River and impact all the tribes
19 told that al our -- pretty much al our requests were 19 downstream. And when we got up that morning, you could
20 denied. And that, to me, showsthat thisisaready a 20 feel the sadnessin the camps. People were crying all
21 flawed process. 21 around the camp. We had a ceremony. We had a delegation
22 Even today we are rushed. We have to put 25,000 22 of women from Alaska. We all, our hearts were down. So
23 yearsof our life to three minutes to tell our story. And 23 wewanted to do a ceremony. We went to the river to do a
24 that's not right. But our chiefs are even being limited. 24 ceremony.
25 Eldersare being limited as they come up here to spesk for 25  Andwe--inthat ceremony | could see dll this, and
Page 67 Page 69
1 our people. | just wanted to say that it's not right. 1 wewerecrying. Theland wascrying. We could fed it as
2 | was just reading a document that was published in 2 women. And now it's becoming reality. But thereis
3 one of the papers about the Trump Administration, 3 something else. That Dakota access pipeline, they did
4 promation of -- what the Trump Administrationisdoing is 4 that based on a spiritual foundation, just like Gwich'in
5 deregulating policies and process just to further energy 5 when we stood to protect the calving grounds. It wasa
6 development within our territories and indigenous 6 spiritual foundation. And that's more powerful than the
7 territories al over the U.S. right now. 7 powersthat bein Washington, D.C. And that Dakota access
8  Theinterest -- or hisinterest is deemphasizing 8 pipeline, that was awake-up call in a spiritual way. It
9 climate change and conservation and reducing regul atory 9 was an awakening. And people are still waking up.
10 burdens of energy development just to fast-track harmful 10  And]I think and | believe all those prayers of our
11 and devastating energy policies that are being imposed on 11 eldersthat were put down for us, it will [indiscernible].
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our people.

The problem with that -- and it's not just in Indian
Country and within our traditional territories, all over
the United States, herein Alaska, but it's on federal
lands everywhere, places that people have stood and fought
to protect for years, just like the Arctic Refuge. 40
years we have held off the oil companies.

The problem with thisis that common sense dictates
that if they rush the process as these development
projects are moving forward, it opens the door and will
lead to mistakes in the process. And once these mistakes
happen, there will be irreversible harm and destruction of
the areas that -- where these projects are.

That's why this process has to be slowed down.
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We have to do our part. But you, too, you have to do your
part. Thisissueisabout your children, too, your
grandchildren. What are they going to have?

That place, we have a prophecy about it. It's called
the voice from the north. Our prophecy says that the
great war is going to be fought in the north. And when
this great war isfought, it's going to be awake-up, an
aarm for the rest of humanity. Thiswar isgoing to be a
war of words and paper, not weapons. And when this
happens, people are going to wake up. And our prophecy
has said that the north isgoing towin. | believe we are
going to win one way or another. And | stand on that
today. But we have to do our part.

This prophecy is similar to all the other Native
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prophecies all across the world. We have prophecies of
this time and the earth right now and humanity. Just like
our prophecy, thereistwo paths. Oneis a path of
destruction. Oneisapath of life. And humanity is

right there making that choice. So thisissueis part of
that. And which way we go determines what happens,
whether we choose life or destruction for our children,

all of our children and grandchildren.

And | just want you to think about that. Where do
you go? | hope you guys fly over Prudhoe Bay and see that
destruction. 30 years of destruction. It will never be
repaired. They can never put that land back the way it
was. And that's what my people are talking about. The
calving grounds, once there is destruction there, you
cannot fix it.

Once our food security is gone, it's gone forever.

And our people depend on the caribou for our physical
nourishment, our cultural needs, our socia structure, our
spirituality and our economic needs. We are talking about
everything in our life. That's what thisissueis about.

And | saiditin Arctic Village, and I'll say it
again. The U.S. hasachanceto do it right thistime,
not repeat mistakes of the past with unjust policieslike
what happened with the buffalo and the plainstribes. We
don't have to do that again. Thereisonly six months
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Wetak about caribou. That'sthe oneweraiseupin
Arctic Village. | wasraised in Arctic Village. And |
remember my dad and all the elders, they all pass away.
They all used to hunt vadzaih. (Gwich'in word),
whitefish. (Gwich'in word), muskrats. That's all our
delicacy. And | raise up with nolights, no TV, no -- no
telephone. Praisethe Lord. You know today we have
phone. We havelights. We have -- they hired measa
cook, so I'm a cook, too, me and Jamie. Jamie Frank.
She's one good cook. She knows how to cook and bake and
fry. She makes good cake. PraisetheLord. Thank you,
Jesus.

I'm so happy for this opportunity. Our Natives could
speak and talk, you know, from their heart. That's good.
My dad Christian Tritt, Sr., used to speak in ameeting,
and | used to listen to him and | thank God that | gather
wisdom and knowledge from all that growing, all that
hunting. | went through alot of hunting. He taught me
how to do al that.

So you know, God give you guys strength to go on, the
Native people. (Speaking in Gwich'in.) We need this
opportunity to go forward for our children. You know, |
have one great granddaughter, blue eyes, blonde hair, but
she'saGwich'in. PraisetheLord. And | thank God that
she understand Gwich'in language. Even my children, they

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP

NNNNNNRERRRRR R B B
O RWNRPROOO®NO®UMWNLEO

Page 71

worth of ail there at the U.S. -- the current U.S.
consumption rate.

And Jonathan Solomon, he's one of the elders from
Fort Y ukon that fought for our people al these years. He
said why the Gwich'in people should not have to sacrifice
our way of life for six months worth of oil. And that's
what thisissueis about. We are being asked to sacrifice
everything for six months worth of oil. And that's not
right.

So | just want to register again that | am opposed to
any oil and gas development in the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge. And | would hope that a new alternative
is put on the table, a no-action aternative. That would
be most appropriate. Thisissue meritsit. Thisisone
of the most contentious issues in Congress, and it merits
that.

Mahsi".

MS. MILDRED TRITT HANSON KILBEAR: ..
you. My nameis Mildred Tritt Hanson Kilbear. And my mom
and dad is Christian Tritt, Sr. and Lily Tritt. And my
mom Lily has had 14 children. Four passaway. And there
issix girls, and one of my brothersis here, Babby.

That's my youngest brother.

And sheraised alot of children, but praise the

Lord, you know, vadzaih (Gwichi'in word). I'm very happy.
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understand Gwich'in because we speak to them when they are
small. (Speakingin Gwich'in.)

So keep the good work up, and enjoy the food. Thank
you. Thank you for coming to Venetie.

MR. ERNEST D. ERICK: Thank you, Mildred.
That was awonderful meal. The chief of Venetie and also
the government body and Arctic Village, I'm honored to be
here. My nameisErnest D. Erick. I'm with the Native
Village of Venetie Tribal Government over the last 62
years, but | was in the leadership for the last 40 years.
And I'm (Speaking in Alaskan Native language.)

1988 | was aformer chief with the Native Village of
Venetie Tribal Government, and we done alot of scope of
process and everything all these years, you know, but they
left that behind and they came back again. And thistime
here, it's just a short testimony on the behalf of our
people and the land that we belong to. It'svery
important to have knowledge like each one of us has.

And | believe my grandmother never went to school,
but she raised up -- she delivered 77 children. And one
of them is about 80 years old now. | raised up by Myra
Roberts and James Roberts, the founder of reservation.
They walked theland. They put it on black and white.
They speak their tongue. They learn about their culture.
They learn and they taught their culture to their
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grandchildren.

And it's very important for us that we have that
knowledge today to continue what these people from
government and also the State of Alaska are approaching
the Native tribe in the short-term, and that's not
alowed. Weve doneit for thelast 10,000 years. The
datais sitting in our office, al those important paper,
what these people up here has wrote in the Gwich'in way
for the Native people within the state. There werea
tribe that lead their country where other tribe will
understand them, that it's very important for the sacred
grounds and this refuge and all the BLM land. Those land
each one of us was decided to protect inside of that
environment, that we have to protect those val ues that
Gwich'in and Athabascan had for a number of years. So we
fought, we walked, we talked. We praised the land, we
pray for the land. It wasimportant for our grandchildren
into the future.

So those are the things that we scoped out for a
number of years. We have organization. Nameit. We have
it out there in the western culture to protect people
that'sindigenous for al their life, living the way that
they used to live and continue living that way of life.

Y es, the calving ground is important. Yes, the
migration of the land isimportant. The peopleinside
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tribein this country.

Today istheday. You guys, you guys need to listen
to people up in this country more than North Korea because
we are the government of the body here. We are going to
live and liveand live and live. The history of that is
here with ustoday. Today my elder talked about
technology. We have that technology in place here today.

But you cannot come here and make one-day decision
because it ain't going to work for my grandchildren. |
was married for 35 years, and I'm still on my land. |
have Gwich'in kids. | have Koyukon children. | haveto
speak on tribe within the state of Alaska, what's the best
interest for us to protect, protect the environment,
protect the water, the living thing on the land.

You guys are in the wrong territory. Those lease,
that's [indiscernible] asin one, the lease. We need to
utilize that, not the sacred grounds. We released those
leaded land to the oil company before. Y ou guys need to
work on those. Don't bother that land up there, the
sacred land. We cannot fight any more. We fought for the
last 30 years when you brought up.

We were not part of the process that Murkowski or
Sullivan made. We were not part of that. The tax hill
was not -- we were not even part of it. 1'm ashamed from
you people out there from the government and the State of
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Alaska, nine different dialects. Nine different language.
Athabascan, Y up'ik, the Eskimo people are the same. They
have alot of different language, and their way have been
taught. It'snot onevoice. It'salot of voice that we

have for the Native people.

We all speak from our heart. We all speak from a
good, clearly experienced professional people here today.
But we need friends today. We need to continue, make it
longer for this process that we are facing today. | hope
the government listen to us.

North Koreais being listened to now today. So the
Gwich'in should be listened to themself. We are not
dictators, but we are the people from the land, the voice
of the land, the children of theland. We are going to
continue doing what is the best interests for our people,
no matter what kind of Native people we are. We are going
to carry that voice into the world again.

ThisprocessisaBS deal for me becauseit'sjust a
small term that Joe is coming here and also the State of
Alaska. The State of Alaska, the federal government, they
left ascar on Alaskajust because of oil. A lot of spill
happened in the Gulf. A lot of spill happened in Prince
William Sound. A bullet went through that pipeline. A
lot of animal was being destroyed, and we don't even know
it because Alaska doesn't want to communicate with the
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Alaska. Dealing with tribal valuesisn't going to hurt
us. It'sgoing to hurt yourself.

But from my heart and your heart, thereis a gift
there that al of us, the Creator gave us to speak from,
to listen to one another. If | explain thistoyouin
Indian way, it's going to go time, time, time. Y ou will
never get it done.

But let'smake it short. | forgiveyou. You forgive
me. You don't bother the land that belongs to anybody.
Those are the protection, just like that 300,000 acres
down in Lower 48. How much dollar you spend on it for
protection.

Thisisasacred land. | love my land from the
bottom of my heart, just like my grandmother Myra Roberts
and Jimmy Roberts. | have 15 grandchildren, me and my
wife. | have 11 brothers, four sisters. We dl live this
land. Each one of you are my blood, and the blood goes
down to California, Washington, D.C. We have peoplein
college today that's exercising their way of life as being
determined so we don't want that to happen today.

So wake up, government. Don't deal with people
because when you deal with the wrong kind of peopleupin
this country, because (speaking in Alaskan Native
language). Very important. Each one of you have
education inside of your system that you already took
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those valuesinside. Each one of you got that here. It's
not the money-making business. It's the things we done on
the land aready that's hurting the Mother Earth.

So let's continue protecting. Thisisthe Gwich'in
Nation up here. It's not belong to the western world.
Thereis adivide between us, but we still accept the
Canadian people as one tribe; even the Eskimos, one tribe.

Thank you. Mahsi' Choo.

Remember in your heart -- remember in your heart. We
don't want to get mad up here because it's no good for us.
We are too thankful. Mahsi* Choo. Think about it, Joe.

Thank you.

MS. KATHY TRITT: Hello. My nameisKathy
Tritt. And my mom is Elizabeth Cadzow, and my dad is Noah
Peter. And I'm going to talk in my language. And I'll
use alittle bit of English because | can't say the
Gwich'in coastal plain or term, stuff like that, so I'll
use that in English. (Speaking in Gwich'in.)

That'swhat I'm asking. Y ou know, you guys aready
authorized all this, everything. So what are we doing
here? (Speaking in Gwich'in.) | hope there is something
that you guys put down for usin there.

Now, this caribou it's really important to us. See
how important thisis? We are not playing jokes or
playing games here. We are talking about our future, our
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crude ail. | heard that it'sreally bad smell. That's
what we are going to smell up there.

And on top of that, they won't even let us go there.
They will tell us go back. Go back, before you get hurt.
Because you all ruined everything up there, and it's going
to beruined. All thisis even authorized [sic]. So
right now we are just rushing, rushing, so they could
leave.

Thank you.

MS. MARGO SIMPLE: Hello. My nameis

Margo Simple. (Speaking in Alaskan Native language.) I'm
really thankful to be heretoday. And | want to tell you
something. Our kids grew up on caribou. Our son Gabriel
traveled with a school trip up to Arctic Village old way
wintertime, springtime when the snow was still there,
coming back with people from our school, Gwich'in people
from our school. And coming back, the caribou al around
them, thousands of caribou all around them. The very
same -- very same herd that our grandma -- we work with my
grandma, my husband's grandma. We can sit with our
grandma. We learn and watch her so we could learn and do
it with our children. We learn from Grandma Maggie
Roberts more. We are not just going to forget about doing
those things. We want to get good at it, just like
Grandma Alice Peter. She have big pile of caribou skinin
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grandkids, our little ones that's out there. | am ashamed

of you guys, too, the United States. We are the citizens.
We are not some group of stupid little Natives that you
could put somewhere. Y ou know, we are the people of this
land. And what we et is-- thisis our food. See how

good the food smells?

Wake up alittle bit. Let'swake up. Even our
president, you know, all of you guys. Secretary of
Interior, BLM, al | seeisgasand oil. Paragraph, this
and that. Clause. Yeah, the clauseisto stop. A paper.

Y ou know, like something that is provided for the future.
That'swhat the clauseis. | looked at all thiswith a
dictionary.

I was fairly unimaginative this morning. | could not
even sleep last night. Thereisa-- | don't know. We
have to do something. But thank God we have got a very
strong God. God, you need to listen to us, us people
here. We got astrong people. We are strong people. We
got families. We arein reservations.

Thank you for listening to us. Thank you that you
came hereto listen to our concerns. | hope thereis
something you put there because at the end of all this,
al | seeisterrible just always big trucks moving back
and forth, no caribou. You seethat? It's horrible.
That'swhat | see. And | smell it, too, the ail, the
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spring, but then pretty soonit's all hanging on the
clothesling, al hanging and wonderful my husband tell
me. And you know.

I'd like to say onething. | went into the hospital,
Fairbanks Memorial Hospital, and | went upstairs. | went
by where the babies are. There was a soldier or aguard
there with agun. That's how seriously FMH thinks about
where the babies are and how carefully they want to watch
over them so they are going to be safe and they are going
to go home with their own mom and dad. Nothing elseis
going to happen.

Wereally care about these caribou. We -- so many
people said so much real, true, good things about why they
know where they are going to calve. That's the place.
Thereisthe place where life begins. That's the place
that they need. And we are caring about them just like
those guards. They need that land, that good land that
they have been using for thousands of yearsto have their
young. That'sagood place. It'sareally good place.

Are they going to find another good place? That'stheir
place. That'saplacethat God gave them. And | just
want to.

Thanksfor listening. Mahsi' Choo.

MS. TONYA GARNETT: Hello. (Speakingin
Gwich'in.) My nameis Tonya Garnett. I'm from Arctic
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Village. I'm the Executive Director of the Native Village
of Venetie Tribal Government. So this concludes the two
scoping hearings in the Gwich'in villages. But we left
out many, many other Gwich'in villages, thousands of other
Gwich'in people who did not get to have asay in this
process. I'm not sureif you feel like you have heard
enough, but we -- it's definitely an injustice leaving out
alot of the other villages and our Canadian brothers and
sisters on the Canadian side. And | can guarantee you
that thisis not the last you will hear from us.

The United States government has a long history and
it's aknown fact of genocide and assimilation on Native
people, and thisisjust another bill that'strying to --
an attempt of genocide on the whole Native culture, our
people, our tribe. And these are real people sitting out
here. Every timewe meet | tell you that. | remind you
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other -- the Arctic Central herd and whatnot, the other
caribou herds.

Thisprocessisan injustice. It's being pushed fast
and hard on our people. Our people are having to learn a
foreign process to them, and we are having to move fast
and hard. And why -- and we are being rushed at it,
everything. Even this meeting right now we are being
rushed. Couldn't have Kaktovik's meeting been scheduled
for tomorrow?

Like | said before, our people are asimple, humble,
but a happy people. Our way of lifeisat stake. Our
livelihood is at stake. We speak for those that came
before us, and we speak for those that will come after.
Our cultureis alive and strong. The Porcupine caribou
herd and the Gwich'in people have lived together since
timeimmemorial. It's our whole identity at stake, our

17 that. Theseare our hunters, our leaders, our mothers, 17 traditions, our culture. It gets us through an
18 our grandmas, our grandpas, our kids. 18 everchanging world. Isit right to take away from us just
19  Wearehere. We aretaking time away from our lives. 19 to benefit asmall one percent? Isit right -- isit
20 EachtimeI'm with you, I'm away from my kid. | have 20 right to take away awhole culture just to benefit a one
21 elderly parents. My parents arein their -- my dad is 82. 21 percent?
22 My momis77--76. And| help -- I'm a caretaker for 22 Again, | want to remind you, what side of history do
23 them. And | have anine-year-old son. | take time away 23 you want to stand on? What legacy do you want to leave
24 becausethisisimportant. The hunters here, they take 24 behind?
25 timeaway from hunting. And al the mothers here, they 25 Mahsi'.
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1 taketime away from their kids because thisisimportant 1 MR. JERRALD JOHN: I'm Jerrald, and I'm
2 tous. It'sour way of lifethat'son theline. Andit's 2 from Arctic, and I'm on the Arctic Village Council. And |
3 another form of genocide being pushed on Native people. 3 want to say that | hear alot of good, true stories from
4 And| want you to think about it. What side of 4 everyone here. And | want to say thank you to the people
5 history do you guyswant to be on? What isthe legacy 5 of Venetiefor your hospitality. And | had avery great
6 that you want to leave behind? Look at the economic 6 time sharing stories. And when we first got here, we
7 impactsthat'sit's going to have on our people. Isit 7 handed out alot of fish, and | hope you guys enjoyed
8 right to take away from our people to give to just a small 8 that.
9 one percent, to benefit asmall one percent of the people? 9  AndI'mgoing to be heading down to D.C. with friends
10 Takeawhole life from us, a culture that's thousands and 10 and family this afternoon. We will be taking the fight to
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thousands of years old? Like Sam said, we have proven
data because we are still here. We are still living our
culture. The things that we do today our great, great,
great, great, great-grandparents did thousands and
thousands of years ago. Isit right to take that away

just to benefit a small percent of the population?

And why isthere such arush? The bill mandates a
lease to be donein four years. Why -- why was al of our
requests denied? Why is there a rush when we have four
years for that first lease? There should -- this needs to
be athorough study. The impacts of our -- the economics
of our communities need to be studied.

And like Will said, there needs to be a study on the
caribou that's going to be impacted, the birthing grounds.
Thisisadifferent case than all the other ones, all the
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Joe Balash's front door thistime. 1'm staying with my
Uncle Bobby. And we were looking over documents and --
documents on caribou herd. And we go back ten years back
to 2008. The Porcupine caribou herd was estimated 100
and, | think, 57,000. And you fast forward it now to

2018, the population is at least over 217,000. That'sa
roughly increase of 70,000 caribou in ten years. So that
means all of us here are doing our job by protecting them.
They are thriving.

And what's going to happen when the oil companies go
there? We are definitely going to see adecline. You
know, like they said, think of the toxic air. They never
smelt that before. So it's under threat, you know. Just
for instance, me, David, Jr., my uncle Jmmy, we put out
fish net and we are harvesting fish. | told you guys the
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last time we were waiting for waterfowl, and that's gone.
We aready did that. Now we are moving onto fish. And
right after fish where you guys are talking about your
next meeting, that's when we are going to be moose hunting
and caribou hunting. And like | said, we are taking --
right now I'm supposed to be working on fish. | took time
out of my life, my way of life to come here to speak to
you guys.

And yeah, | just wanted to say that. And yeah, |
hope you guys make the right decision. My life-- you
know, | got no kids, but this guy here, he's been hanging
out with me for the last past since | got here, five days.
And yeah, I'm fighting for him. So all of us here, we are
all doing agood job, and hopefully these people make the
right choicesfor us.

And when | say we are Native American, the Native
come first, then American. All of us here, we feel kind
of mad, angry. When we see shootings going on in schools
down states, you know, we feel mad, frustrated. We feel
sorry for them. And we areredlly religious. We pray for
people. We never even met that family. We pray for them.
We may never meet them, but we still pray. So yeah, |
pray you guysthat all you here make the right decision on
behalf of not us, but all Americans so they could go up
there, enjoy walking on the land and not seeing a bunch of
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oil rigs, you know.

That'sal | have to say.

MR. JOE BALASH: | would just liketo

close by saying thank you again. Thisis not the only
part of this conversation. It's one that will continue
not just in Washington, D.C., but back herein Venetie and
Arctic Village again. So | look forward to continuing to
talk about the ways in which this program can progress and
the ways in which we can shape the program, put conditions
on leases and do everything we can to minimize any impact
on caribou, on waterfowl, on fish. Those are al of the
things that we are going to be working very hard to
achieve in this process.

And words that you speak, the stories that you tell
us all help and help us make the best decisions possible.
And | look forward to returning before there is snow on
the ground.

So thank you.

(Proceedings adjourned at 1:33 p.m.)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY A. VAVRIK, RVR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedings were taken before
me at the time and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcribed under nmy direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that time; and that | amnot a party to nor have
| any interest in the outcone of the action herein
cont ai ned.

I'N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscribed

ny hand and affixed my seal this day of June 2018.

WARY A VAVRTK;
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Notary Public for aska

My Conmi ssion Expires: Novenber 5, 2020
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P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS

MS. KAREN MOURI TSEN: Hel | o, everyone.
Thank you for being here. W are going to get started. |
think you all can hear ne, right? GOay. |'m Karen
Mouritsen Acting State Director for BLM Al aska. Thank you
for comng to our scoping neeting for the coastal plain
ElS. Please continue getting breakfast and getting
Si t uat ed.

And we first really want to thank the peopl e of
Venetie for the wonderful dinner |ast night they provided
for us and for providing breakfast this norning.

So in a second, I'mgoing to i ntroduce everyone.

Do we want to have an invocation? GCkay. Qpening
prayer and opening song. And we are fixing the
m crophone, so that will be in just a mnute. So continue

getting breakfast.

So why don't | introduce people while we are getting
t he m crophone hooked up. ['ll just shout. How about
that? |'m Karen Mouritsen, Acting State Director for BLM

Al aska. Joe Bal ash is our Assistant Secretary for Land
and M neral s Managenent at Interior. And we have got G eg
Si ekani ec, the Regional Director of Fish & Wldlife
Service. N cole Hayes is our project nmanager. Mary
Vavrik is our court reporter. And before we start, |'lI

give you a few tips on speaking so Mary can make sure she
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gets your words down correctly.

Let's see. W have Hollis Tw tchell and Brandon
Bosch fromFish & Wldlife Service. Stand up and wave.
Chad R cklefs and Any Lewis, they are assisting us with
this neeting. Mary Rose Ganboa is going to translate for
us. Thank you, Mary Rose.

M ke Geryic is here fromlinterior in the kitchen.
Thank you, Mke. And that's everyone who has cone.

So do we want to have the invocation now? | guess |
can say a few -- There is a list for speaking. So we are
goi ng to have the invocation, and then Joe is going to say
a few words, and then the purpose here is to get coments
fromyou all. And so please sign the Iist back there.

So when we do take comments fromyou, if you come up

here and speak into the m crophone so that Mary can hear

you clearly and take -- Mary is taking down the
transcript. If you want sonething translated, just wave
your hand or sonething and |let us know W w |l have Mary

Rose transl ate. Wen you give the comments, if you are
speaking in GMch'in, that's great. |If you speak in
anot her | anguage, would you pl ease |l et Mary know because
she's noting down whet her you are speaking in GMch'in or
sonet hing else if she doesn't understand.

And pl ease say your nane clearly for Mary when you

start your comments so she can note down who it is.
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So should we -- do you want to say sonething first?
MR. JOE BALASH Are we ready for the
I nvocati on?
(I'nvocation offered by Trinble Gl bert.)
(A song was sung by the community and
drumm ng was perforned.)
MS. KAREN MOURI TSEN: Ckay. Thank you.
W w Il have Joe say a few words, and then Nicole wll
make her presentation, and we will get to the speakers.
MR, JOE BALASH. Good norning. As Karen
said, nmy nane is Joe Balash. |'mthe Assistant Secretary
for Land and M neral s Managenent at the Departnent of the
Interior. And for nmany of you, you do know this already,
but while | live in the Washington, D.C. area now, | |ived
in Alaska for 30 years. This is ny hone.

And the process that we are undertaking here for the
Departnment of the Interior is a critical one, one that |
am personally involved in and attending all of these
scoping neetings and wll be back to the region again as
this conversation noves al ong.

| know that there is enornobus passi on, and today when
you make your remarks, don't feel any hesitation. Please
speak freely. Communicate with us and tell us what is
Il mportant to you so that we make sure to take note of that

as we begin this Environnental |npact Statenment process.
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Nicole is going to explain a little bit nore about
what we are here today for and how that feeds into a
| onger and | arger process, but we are wanting to nake sure
t hat we understand all of the right issues and we want to
make sure we evaluate all right issues in this process.

So if you would al so just take note, we had a
conversati on yesterday about nmking sure that the neeting
and hearing we are going to have on Friday in Washi ngton,
D.C., I've secured two spots for Dr. Stern and for Tiffany
so they both get the opportunity speak in Washi ngton at
t he hearing in Washi ngton, D.C.

So thank you for your hospitality. Thank you for
hosting us here, and | ook forward to a productive neeting.

MS. NI COLE HAYES: Thank you, Joe. Again,
I|'"'m Ni cole Hayes. |'mthe project nmanager for the coastal
plain oil and gas leasing EIS. |1'mgoing to go quickly
t hrough the presentation because the reason why we're here
really is to hear fromall of you. And we do have to
| eave by 1:30 today, and so we want to ensure we can hear
fromall of you

That being said, | think Tonya is going to help
facilitate. So we are going to try and start with el ders
so they can speak and share what ever comments that they
want to share with us on the record. And then -- Tiffany

I's going to ensure the speakers that have signed up can
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cone up and speak. And then we are going to try and keep
It to five m nutes so everybody has an opportunity. And
then if there is nore tine at the end, then you can cone
up again if there is other things that you wanted to say.

After each slide | go through, Mary Rose is going to
translate. Again, I'mgoing to be pretty quick. So if
you have questions, during break please cone up and find
me and ask whatever questions you may have.

Today we are going to go through why we're here, the
coastal plain oil and gas |leasing program W are going
to discuss the requirenents of the Tax Act which require
the oil and gas | easing program what the agency
responsibilities are, why BLMis here, what Fish &
Wldlife Service's role is, what the NEPA process is and
what goes into the Environnental |npact Statenent.

Subsi st ence and ANI LCA Section 810, how that fits
toget her and how that rolls into the Environnental | npact
St at enent and the NEPA process and how to parti ci pate.

(Translation into GMch'in.)

M5. MARY ROSE GAMBOA: VWhat | said is as
you speak, | like to do a short sentence at a tine because
if you make it too long, then | forget what you say. So |
could do it -- chop it up alittle at a tine and then |
can translate it.

(Translation into GMch'in.)
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MS. NICOLE HAYES: |'mgoing to do what
Mary Rose suggested and just do a couple sentences and
t hen pass the mc back to her. So the Tax Cuts and Jobs
Act was enacted on Decenber 22, 2017.

(Translation into GMch'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES:. It requires the
Secretary of the Interior, which del egated down to the
Bureau of Land Managenent, to inplenent an oil and gas
| easing programw thin the coastal plain area, the area on
the map. It's the 1.6 mllion acres within the 19.3
mllion acres of the Arctic National WIdlife Refuge.

(Translation into GaMch'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: It also requires us to
have a m ni num of two | ease sales, with the first one
being within four years of enactnent of the Act, the
second one within seven years. Each |ease sal e nust have
or offer for |ease up to 400,000 acres of the highest
pot enti al hydrocarbon areas.

(Translation into GMch'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: And | said up to

400, 000 acres. It nust be a m ni mum of 400, 000 acres.
(Translation into GMch'in.)

M5. NI COLE HAYES:. So regarding the agency

responsibilities for the oil and gas | easing Environnental

| npact Statenent, BLM adm nisters all federal m neral
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estate, including oil and gas under the Arctic National
Wl dlife Refuge.
(Translation into GaMch'in.)

M5. NI COLE HAYES: BLMis responsible for
devel opi ng an oil and gas | easing program and we conduct
t he | ease sal es.

(Translation into GaM ch'in.)

M5. NI COLE HAYES: The Fish & Wldlife
Service is responsible for adm nistering the surface of
the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge. They nanage the
surface, and they are also a cooperating agency in this
process, so we are working very closely with them

(Translation into GMch'in.)

M5. NI COLE HAYES: This next slide shows
t he extent of the BLMoil and gas | easing and devel opnent
process. W are in the |easing phase. Qur Environnental
| npact Statenment is for the | easing program Any
subsequent or separate activities would require a separate
NEPA anal ysis or sone sort of environnental docunent.

(Translation into GMch'in.)

M5. NI COLE HAYES: So this slide shows the
Nat i onal Environnental Policy Act process. It started
with enactnent of the Act on Decenber 22, 2017, but the
ElS actually was started with the scoping on April 20,

2018. The parts of this process | really want to
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hi ghli ght are the public comment periods. W are in one

of themright now It's the scoping phase. |t goes

t hrough June 19, 2018 and al so when the draft EIS goes out

for public comment. | also want to highlight that

gover nnent -t o- gover nmrent consul tati on occurs throughout

t he process, and so tribal councils and tribal governnents

can provide input into the process during any tine.
(Translation into GMch'in.)

M5. NI COLE HAYES: And at the conpletion
of the Environnental |npact Statenent process, which are
all these steps outlined on these slides, then we prepare
a Record of Decision and would hold the first | ease sale.

(Translation into GMch'in.)

MS. NICOLE HAYES: A critical part of the
NEPA process here in Alaska, but it's a separate process,
I s subsistence and how it fits in with ANILCA Section 810.
ANI LCA Section 810 requires an initial evaluation of the
| easi ng progranis inpacts to subsi stence uses and
resour ces.

(Translation into GMch'in.)

M5. NI COLE HAYES: |If the initial
evaluation is it may significantly restrict subsistence
uses, subsistence hearings are held. And these
subsi stence hearings are held during the sane tinme a

public coment neeting would be held, so the public
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comment neeting -- again, it's separate, so the public

comment neeting would wap up, and then a subsi stence

heari ng woul d be held to receive input into the

subsi stence i npacts and the AN LCA 810 process.
(Translation into GMch'in.)

MS. NI COLE HAYES: And once the final EI'S
I's prepared, the final determ nation, the final AN LCA 810
determ nation is appended to the final EIS.

(Translation into GaMch'in.)

M5. NI COLE HAYES: So the decisions that
we have to neke pertain to the alternatives and
devel opnent of the alternatives, what | ease sale tracts to
offer for sale, what | ease stipulations should be, so
where are the areas that you are nost concerned about,
what are the resources you' re nost concerned about, what
are your recommendati ons for best nmanagenent practices or
areas to avoid. That's the type of input that we are
| ooking for and that we really need as we devel op these
alternatives.

(Translation into GMch'in.)

M5. NI COLE HAYES: To date we have seven
cooperating agencies: The U S Fish & WIldlife Service,
as | nmentioned, the Environnental Protection Agency, the
State of Al aska, the North Sl ope Borough, and the Native

Village of Venetie Tribal CGovernnent, the Arctic Vill age
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Council and the Venetie Village Council.
(Translation into GMch'in.)

MS. NI COLE HAYES:. Cooperating agenci es
provide input into the devel opnent of the Environnental
| npact Statenment process, and they bring their specialized
expertise, so provide input into those sections in which
t hey have specialized expertise or jurisdiction by |aw.

(Translation into GMch'in.)

M5. NI COLE HAYES: Up on the screen is a
tentative schedule. W did start the EI'S process, the
Envi ronment al | npact Statenent process, with publication
of the Notice of Intent. W are in the scoping period
right now According to the schedule, we wll be
devel opi ng and we do have an alternatives workshop
schedul ed for July. W will be devel oping alternatives
this summer with publication of a draft EISin the fall.
There will be a public review of that draft in the
fall/wnter tine frane. We wll revise that draft
Envi ronment al | npact Statenent based off of those public
comments we receive during that period, and then the final
El' S woul d be published in the spring of 2019 with a | ease
sal e and a Record of Decision in spring/summer 2019.

(Translation into GMch'in.)
MS. NICOLE HAYES: So this is just our

schedul e of scoping neetings. W have had all of them
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except for Kaktovi k and Washi ngton, D.C., which Kaktovik
Is this afternoon, which is why we have to | eave at 1: 30,
and then Washington, D.C. is Friday. So we |ook forward
to seeing several of you in Washington, D.C

(Translation into GMch'in.)

MS. NI COLE HAYES: The nobst inportant part
of the scoping process is providing comments, so we wl|
start taking public comment as soon as | wap this up.

But you can also go online and submt themon this web
address that's on the handout at the front desk with Any
and Chad. You can email themto that email address, or
you can mail themin via hard copy if you are not
I nterested, or you can do a conmbination. So if you do
provi de public comment today, please, if you have witten
testi nony, please provide that to Mary, as well.
(Translation into GMch'in.)

M5. NI COLE HAYES: So that concl udes ny
presentation. And we can start taking public coment
ri ght away.

MS. MARGORIE G MVELL: Hello. M nane is
Margorie Gmell. I'mfromArctic Village. Venetie is
part of the Native Village of Venetie Tribal Governnent.
Arctic Village and Venetie are one tribe. And | just
wanted to wel cone you guys here to this community and for

this day to share our know edge and cul ture.

13
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And so let's see. | have -- so | say I'mfromArctic
Village, which is also Vashraii Koo in Gvch'in. M
parents are Marion Swaney and the |late David Al bert. MW

grandparents are Abraham and Dorothy John. |I'm Neets' ai
GMch'in fromArctic. | have been here al nost 40 years.
All I've known is ny people's way of life, our traditional
culture. | would like to tal k about vadzai h, the cari bou.

Li ke what a |lot of ny people say, the caribou cannot speak
for thenselves, so we have to speak for them

W want to protect our way of life. People can view
us as poor. W don't feel poor. The nobst inportant thing
nmy tribe has taught ne is that the land is inportant and
we are rich in land, and this is what is inportant to the
cari bou. Qur people have to advocate for themto protect
all that's involved and all the people and the ani mals.

W are here. W live here. W know what is best for
our people. Believe ne when | say that this wll
devastate our people, leave us with no culture and the
caribou with no home to go to. And the caribou will be
confused and have nowhere to go.

Al t hough the directive is to drill, we ask the
governnent for no-action alternative.

Mahsi ' .

(Translation into GMch'in.)

MS. TI FFANY YATLIN. H. M nane is
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Tiffany Yatlin. I'mfromArctic Village, and I'mthe
tribal admnistrator for the Arctic Village Council. |
have three children, ten, six and six nonths. 100 percent
of ny people live off the caribou and the fish and the
birds. The Arctic Refuge issue will really destroy it.
What wi Il happen if we don't have any cari bou? M Kkids
and ny people will be in danger. The high cost of food in
our local stores are already high to get for our
residents. The airfare and the freight also are high.
This is nmy third scoping neeting | have attended, and it's
not easy listening to all these comments and concerns.
And | hope you take this into consideration and thi nk how
I nportant this issue is to us. Qur livelihood is at
st ake.

Mahsi ' .

M5. SARAH JAMES: |'mgoing to be really
brief. This is part of the testinony. W have got -- we
got a whole map of where Gamch'in are |iving and what
pl ace we are tal king about, and people put down their body
to prove they want to save the Arctic. And the paper they
hand out over there, there is also witten. |f anybody
want to do witten, be sure and do that. And ny brother
G deon brought in arts and craft with cari bou bones ri ght
here that we do use it in arts and craft and way of life.

We've got drumto tell a story. W have got a book here.
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It's called W Do It Qurself. 1991. It's still good.
And we are going to submt this into the testinony from
Veneti e.

And then we also got a friend that took a | ot of nmany
good pictures of the Arctic National WIdlife Refuge, Art
Davi dson. The fam |y are making a docunentary for us. So
If you could just let themtell our story. And this is a
map shows where the nobuntain is at, where the cari bou are
at now, all that kind of stuff.

And we got a new copy of National Geographic. It's
already submtted by the photographer to the testinony.
And the title of the whole book is Planet or Plastic.

It's a pretty clear nessage here. And it got a | ot of
cari bou here. That's what we are tal king about. And this
is nmy only copy, but it already got submtted.

My nane is Sarah Janes. |'mthe spokesperson for

Venetie Village, Arctic Village, and the whol e

reservation. | got honored by the whole tribe here to be
advisory. And that's -- I'"'mreally honored. |f anybody
doubt this, | got a copy here.

And there is nore about our culture. And yesterday |
was tal king about what we are really talking about is it's
| i ke the (Speaking in Alaskan Native |anguage). 1lizhik
Gnat s' an Grnandaii Goodlit. Norma Kassi fromdd Crow gave
It the nanme, lizhik Gnats' an Gaandaii Goodlit, Sacred

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

17

Pl ace Were the Life Begin. That neans a birthpl ace.

Li ke ne, a woman, when | had -- when | was going to
have ny baby, | prepare to have ny baby for nine nonths
and then to deliver, and then nursing and then training.
We did -- all the nother do that. All |life do that.

Cari bou do that. And that's the place they want to do gas
and oil devel opnent. (Speaking in Al askan Native

| anguage.) It's a good place, a safe place, a healthy

pl ace to have cari bou cow to have the calf. And they have
done that for thousands of years.

Each and every one of those caribou -- right now I
think there is 250, 000 Porcupi ne cari bou herd, and each
one born right there. 1t's been |like that for thousands
of years.

Even when bow and arrow day, our people went through
a lot of starvation before. |It's not like -- they don't
even bother with calving ground then. They let that thing
process so they can live. And that's where they want to
do gas and oil devel opnent.

If there is any -- any -- we got our own expertise.
W need to sit with them governnent-to-governnent. That's
what we are doing right now And we got our own expertise
t hat we can nmake our own deci sion as a government with
their governnment. And that's what we are doing. And

yesterday | was tal king about that birthplace, Iizhik
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Gnat s' an Gnandaii Goodlit.

And another thing is that once the oil is in there,
they are not leaving. Like | said, they are going to cone
in the sumertine -- not summertinme -- wintertine wwth ice
road. There is always oil spill every day where there is
oi |l devel opnent. And when it thaw out, it seep into the
tundra. There is no technology in the world that w |
clean up the seep into the tundra. And the only clear,
cl ean water cone from Brooks Range up here, and it drain
right into the Arctic Ccean. Very snall area, very snall
coastal plain. And that's where they need to go. Once
that oil is there and the water cones through, the water
Is going to get polluted in no time. Short tine fromthe
sale. That's water source. Qurs is going the other way.

So once they are there, if they get this | ease, they
are not |eaving forever. They are going to be there. And
they call that devel opnent area, so we can't hunt. They
can't have any birthing. Ri ght now over at Prudhoe Bay
and ot her devel opnent over on that side, people live
there, too, our friends. They can't hunt. They can't
fish there because it's a developnent area. |It's a |ease
ground, a lease for oil. And oil are the -- in charge of
it, and we can't even wal k in and ask them questi ons.
That's the way it's goi ng be.

And today | had no tine finding caribou | egging. W
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use every part of the cari bou, even to the hooves, to the
marrow, to the liganent. This is how we skin them and
that's how we clean them It's the way we cook it, and we
eat it with dry neat. W also get -- we |ove nmuktuk. W
| i ke hooligan or fish fromthe coastal plain.

So the Inupiag up there or the Inuit people up there,

they are not our eneny. W are still friends. W are
still neighbors, respected neighbor fromthe tine

begi nning. So don't make themfeel |ike they are our
eneny. They are not. They are just traditional |ike us

that really don't want to see gas and oil devel opnent.

But it's the corporation that buys them good school, roads
and all that, say, you know, we have to go for nore. And
it's not really them So we share and we still friend and
t hey are not our eneny.

So | just want to nake sure we use a rattler for the
hooves and t he best foods and the warnest foods we have is
caribou leg and foods. This is (Speaking in Al askan
Nat i ve | anguage.)

And that's all | wanted to say. | don't want to take
too much tine. And anybody have idea is -- you know, you
have a place right here that you can refer to. That's
(Speaki ng in Al askan Native | anguage). Ckay.

MR. ALBERT FRANK: My nane is Al bert

Frank. 1'mthe tribal chief. 1'mgoing to talk in ny
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| anguage. (Speaking in Al askan Native | anguage.)

M5. SARAH JAMES: | think we have Eunice
WIlliams next. She's one of the elders here in Venetie.

M5. EUNICE WLLIAMS: (Speaking in Al askan
Nati ve | anguage.) Friends and relatives, ny nane is
Eunice Wllians. [|I'mfrom Venetie, and |'m 81 years ol d.
But I"'mtrying to say, | can't speak it in English. |
can't speak English good, so I'mgoing to say it in
GM ch'in. So what |I'mtal king about, I'mgoing to talk
about -- | nean, I'mgoing to tal k about caribou. And now
(speaking in Al askan Native | anguage.)

Mahsi ' Choo.

MR. ABRAHAM HENRY, SR.: Hel | o, everybody.
(Speaking in Al askan Native | anguage.) No airplanes, no
boats. W are here. W raised here. Every day we go out
and hunt for sonething to eat, you know, every day. W
survive. Qur grandfather trained us. W hunted, you
know. We sawthe animals. |I'man old man now. |'m 82
years old. |I'mtrapping, hunting, clinmb the nountain. |
have a trap |ine and everything, you know, on ny
grandfather's place. Now |l don't know what |'mgoing to
say about it. It's beautiful country, God's country.
Nobody bot hered us. Nobody. Good living, you know, our
whol e nountain. J[indiscernible] M son passed away. |'m

82 years old now M and ny famly [indiscernible] I'man
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old man. | raised ny children already. | don't worry
about themno nore. | have been narried 60 years now.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: Transl ati on.
She did want to | eave the instruction for the people up
here after the translation is up to the -- to do the
translation. Some people cancelled. You got the |ist,
right?

MR. JERRY FRANK: Thank you for giving ne
this opportunity to speak. WMahsi' Choo. | welcone the
visitors and all the del egati ons that have conme in to be
part of this testinony here today. 1'd |like to say thank
you to ny G andpa Santa C aus.

And also | like -- you know, | kind of want to go
back, kind of go back years where before all these going
to happen, we are pretty nmuch like stress free, that we
live on this |land that we depend on to harvest all our
food for our famly, for everybody, all the way from great
grandpa to grandmas, nothers, famlies. W are all bonded
strongly together, and we all depend on each ot her.

| kind of want to -- had kind of |ike a vision |ast
ni ght that says our GmMch'in caribou were going to go to
Canada, and the other caribou was com ng from Canada down,
and they net at the border line. And the Gach'in caribou
say, hey, and the Gm ch'in Canada cari bou say, eh?

Well, |I'm heading back this way. | got news for you.
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Eh? And hey, they are going to drill on our |and or where
we go feed on -- our food is over there, and these oi
conpani es in Washington, D.C. said they are going to drill
on where we are going to -- our calving ground for

t housands and t housands of years. Eh? Heck with you. It
sounds |i ke Washington, D.C yourself, so I'"mgoing to go
back and fight for it.

Fast forward. | kind of want to bring out to this
story sonething that was going to bring out that point is
that we had -- | was in town, and they were having a
harvesting forumat Mrris Thonpson's, and | just happened
to stop by, and |l ooking at all these Native arts and
crafts, and | walked in this room and they were having --
It wasn't that nuch people, but | knew there was peopl e
from Canada Fish & Wldlife, probably Hollis. Wre you
there, Hollis? Was it --

But, when | thought about it last night -- and | know
Sarah was there. |It's harvesting nanagenent cari bou, how
nmuch i s Canada going to take and how nuch we are taking
here. And | want to keep that nunbers, how nmuch we take
per year for each people that hunt for caribou so they
can -- we can keep counting on it and know how nuch we
t ake, but save nore for down the future.

And then out of sonewhere, ANWR cane out. And

sonehow the drilling cane about. And one person says we
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got the technology to go drill at an angle, and we don't
have to borrow that ANVR  But we can drill underneath it
and suck all the oil out. And sonebody cane up and stand
up over there, Gach'in. | have been here 300 mllion
years, and |'meating caribou for 300 mllion years. Also
soneone stood up right in the center and got up and said
300 mllion years ago you were swnging fromtrees to
trees. You had a long tail, a nonkey.

But the point is, the two caribou, they were al
stressed out. And that's the way | feel, too, now A few
years ago | was feeling good before the new adm ni stration
cane into the window and says, hey, we are going to dril
ANWR. The whol e thing changes real quick. It stressed ne
out. Is it going to stress out the cari bou, too, when
t hey are going to be disturbed on their cal ving ground?
Are they going to be disturbed and are they going to be
stressed out? Are they going to be able to do their
normal calving to sustain the whole Gumch'in people here
ininterior? Also plus the coastal people, they depend on

it. They depend on everything for the food.

Everything we use fromcaribou, it -- if we disturb
and then they can't calve no nore, it will be a blowto
us. |If you | ose your caribou, you are going to | ose your

| anguage. You are going to | ose everything, who you are.

You just can't depend on the npbose. There is no nore
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story for caribou. So nuch how we depend on it.

So | don't want to take all your tine. | can say
words afterwards all day long, but I'll give sonebody a
chance because these guys have to | eave at 1:00.

So thank you very nuch. And you guys think about it.
| think about it. | think about ny grandkids. M
grandkids, they |like that Native food. They like it.

They say, G andpa, what you going to cook today? Well,
|"mgoing to dice it up and put macaroni in it. Wat do
you call that? Indian goulash. Al right. On the top of
t he I ndian nenu, we are | ooking at what we eat off this

| and as delicacy. You eat sonething wld, it's better
than anything else in the world. Anything on top of the

I ndian nmenu is. Caribou is.

My nother is from Fort Yukon. She mgrated in
from-- her famly mgrated in from Canada area,
Whitehorse. | can tell you all the stories about ny
grandpa, how he found Fort Yukon. He got stuck in a |og
and got [indiscernible], there was a pretty girl standing
up there. That's all it took.

Thank you very much.

MS. CRYSTAL SI STO DRUCK: Hell o. Wl cone
to Venetie, visitors and famly. M name is Crystal Sisto
Druck. 1'mthe great great granddaughter of Reverend

Al bert Tritt. M grandfather was the late Paul Tritt. M
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grandna was the late Julia Tritt. M parents are Vern and
Loui se Sisco. M father is from San Carl os, Arizona. M
mot her is from Venetie Indian Reservation. | amthe

not her of ei ght daughters and two sons.

| live here in Venetie. And |I'm not speaking for
nysel f, but |I'm speaking for the children, ny children, ny
grandchildren, their future children. M nom w shes she
could be here. M daughter serves on the Venetie Vill age
Council. Her nane is Tiliisia Sisto. It's her fifth year
runni ng on the Venetie Village Council. She is the
youngest nenber. She is 23 years old. She's a single
not her of two.

Ri ght now all four of ny ol dest daughters wanted to
be here to testify, but one got invited to the
Denakanag' aa El ders and Youth Conference to represent
Venetie village. That is denda Druck. She's a TCC youth
del egate. M other three got invited to the YEAH Summ t,
yout h envi ronnmental agai nst al cohol and tobacco and
healthy living. And ny eldest that serves on the Venetie
Village Council is their chaperone. So all four of ny
daughters are out representing the Venetie vill age.

And so I'mhere to speak first for ny ol dest daughter
Tiliisia. This past winter, we did not have no neat. W
had no food stanps. W had no neans of noney. Qur

freezers were enpty. We were living off of fish that was
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given to us and sent to us fromour friends in Gayling,
St. Mary's, Kaltag, Ruby and Ranpart.

My daughter got paid. She took her paycheck, bought
around trip ticket to Arctic Village. As soon as she got
off the plane in Arctic Village she shot her first caribou
this past spring 30 minutes after she got off the pl ane.
The next day she sent us four caribous. So we were very
fortunate because if you go to the store, the little piece
of neat costs $27.90. Tinmes that by ten for 31 days, $270
times 31. | cannot afford this dinner alone. That does
not i nclude breakfast and |lunch for ny famly, plus we
have to pay for our own propane, which is $300 of propane,
which lasts 42 days. W tined it every tine.

My daughter bakes. W bake. W live off
subsi stence. W live off fish. W live off birds, ducks.
95 percent of our groceries cones fromthis |and. Because
we are not rich -- ny husband only has a part-tine job.

My daughter has a part-tine job. | just stay hone and
take care of the kids. Five percent of our groceries
cones from Fairbanks. But if you include freight -- so if
you are paying for a piece of neat or a box of neat, you
are paying for groceries for $70 in Fairbanks, plus you
still have to pay for it to get it here to Venetie, which
the freight costs -- with the freight prices rising, it's

very outrageous. So basically that box of neat could feed
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ny famly for naybe a week and a half, but we are paying
al nost $270.

Ri ght now yesterday we paid $350 for two boxes of
meat, a thing of tissue, and pull-ups and di apers. That
does not include the freight com ng from Fai r banks.

Coming froma big famly with limted i ncone and
resources for ny children, | just want to encourage you --
I'"mnot a paid actress. |I'mnot here standing in front of
you -- they didn't pay ne to stand here to nake you feel
sorry for ne. I'man actual |iving person. M daughters
woul d be here today but, like | said, they are out on
their training trying to get nore trainings in their
systens to one day stand here and speak for their people.

But | just wanted to |l et you know that ny daughter in
30 minutes got off that plane, filled our freezers, and we
still have caribou in our freezers. She shot her first
cari bou. And then when she shot her first cari bou,
traditionally you're supposed to give it away. And there
was a dear friend of ours in Fort Yukon who passed away.
H s name was Eric Luke. M daughter sent that whol e
caribou to Fort Yukon. His famly was very appreciative.
That's what we do in our Native way.

Wien a young person shoots their first kill, they
give it to the elders or anybody that's in need because

that's how we are. W share with one anot her. And i f one
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person's freezer is enpty, whether you have a big famly
or not and you have no noney in your pocket, you stil
share. W are not stingy people. W |ove one another,
care for one another. M/ children | have raised and
bel i eve in God because ny grandnother Julia, you could
snel |l her biscuits for mles around. She used to live
right over here in this big blue house.

A few days ago on Sunday they had a singing and
service there. |It's been 22 years since | heard people
sing in that house and had prayer and hold hands. M
heart felt good. | walked in that house and | heard them
singing. And that felt good because it was right before
this neeting and it gave ne strength to stand here and
speak to all of you.

| know that you guys already have this goal of
drilling, but there are real people out there that have no
i ncone, and there are a | ot of people out there that has a
big famly like nyself. M children live off the [and. |
have ei ght daughters. They all shot sonething. They all
know how to live off the land. They all know how to get
on a four-wheeler to go get a load of wod. |If you see
four girls going to go ptarm gan hunting, you know that's
br eakf ast w th pancakes.

W don't have a grocery store where we can go. This

aint Fred Meyer. | nean, a |oaf of bread don't cost

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

29

$1.69. A loaf of bread here costs nmaybe between six and
$9. A box of cereal costs up to seven to $10. And for ny
famly, that's just |ike one bow each.

| just want to strongly encourage all of you to
listen to ne. This is ny heart. |If you could read ny
heart, to understand that there are real people out there
that really, really, really depend on this caribou. And I
know. | have been reading the newspapers and stuff
sayi ng, you know, oh, yeah, but they are driving on
four-wheelers and this and that. And howis their lights
goi ng. You know, there are other ways around everythi ng.
If you really | ook deep down in your heart, you | ook for
alternatives.

| nean, destroying a whole tribe that depends on
this, it's like making us into a third-world country. W
are in Anerica and we are the ones standing in front of
you begging for our rights for our | and.

Just earlier | was reading in a piece of newspaper
where this guy said how cone if they know that they were
going to drill on their land, how cone | feel like |I got
stabbed in the back because ny own people couldn't dril
on that land and we couldn't profit fromit. You know, I
was reading that in one of these Anchorage newspapers
articles, and sort of trying to hit ne right there, you

know. It's like, well, you know, if we could have drilled
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on this |land | ong ago, you would think we would have done
that, you know. But we don't want that. Qur children,
our grandchildren and our great grandfathers and great
grandnot hers and those that passed on before us, they
fought for sonething that they truly believed in and they
left it here for us to live.

In the future if you guys drill that oil, | don't
know what nmy one person's words can say to nake a
difference. Al | amdoing is pleading for ny children
and ny daughter and her children and asking you pl ease --
| don't want the drilling here. | don't want to pay
$27.90 for alittle piece of steak that | have to split
ten ways.

That's all | have to say.

M5. MARCIE WHI TWELL: Good norning. |'m
weari ng John Fredson's shirt today. He's the guy who --
how you say? These are the guys who cane up with our
reservation, these pictures right here. These are our
elders that cane up with the reservation, and this guy is
t he one who hel ped themto sign -- teach them how to sign
their nanes so they could sign the petition to get the
reservation. |'mjust wearing this.

But | was thinking about what | was going to say.
And | had a dream yesterday. See, | was born in Margaret

Creek down here. And then we noved here. And from here
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t hese el ders, they -- sonehow they communi cated a | ong
tine ago. That was the way of Native -- our way. But
anyway, they send ny dad to Arctic because we grew up --
they grew himup like a hunter to hunt for people. And
anyway, they nove us to Arctic. And we got caribou neat
fromthere to send here because a | ot of people went to
school in those days. There was hardly any hunters, just
young peopl e.

So that's where | cane from fromgoing to Arctic.
And ny dad brought all of our famly -- there is Myra and
Kat hy over there. There is like seven of us. W wal ked
t hrough that whole Arctic Vill age nount ai ns because we

were hunting for people to eat here. That was a | ot of

work. | was just a little girl, but ny dad told us this
is how we have to survive. |If we don't do this, grandma
wll be hungry in Venetie. So that was in our heart as

31

brot her and sister. And we did a ot so, you know, people

could eat here, and Arctic, too. There was a | ot of
el ders, too. And we fed all of them

And now they are tal king about this caribou. I
al nost went there before. | went right toward that place
where they have that -- where they have those baby --
calving and all that. Anyway, when you go toward that,

you are actually going to feel sonething. Sonething was

there as a little girl | couldn't understand, but for them
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t hose days, that was a big thing. There is our life right
there. This is our lifeline right there.

And | want to bring up, you guys are tal king about
drilling on our land. |If you destroy our |and, imgine
what we get at store when we go shopping for neat.
Antibiotics. There is people getting sick fromall that.
If you eat caribou, | don't worry about that because |
know where it cane from And if | go to the store and
my -- you know, sonetinmes we go to the store and get neat,
we get sick off it. Qur kids get sick off it. That's not
our way of life.

Qur way of life is go up to the nountain, kill that
caribou, skin it and bring it back. And you clean the
whol e area. You don't just leave it like that. And Sarah
t al ked about all these bones you guys see. The cari bou.
The whol e body, you could use it as a tool. That's what
my dad taught nme. You could use anything for a tool on
that caribou, the aninmal; all the bones, everything. They
don't waste not hing.

And they tal k about this caribou fence where cari bou
go in. As soon as they kill that caribou, they cone out.
My grandma said it worked so fast, they turn around, al
t hat bl ood and everything is gone because that's how much
respect we have for that land, for that animal. So it's

very inportant, you guys. (Speaking in Al askan Native
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| anguage.) | don't need that. | grew up here. | don't
need paper to read what in ny heart -- ny heart is | got
ei ght grandkids and I want themto survive like | did.
You know, exercise is going, walking up there to get that
caribou. It's not you go up with a plane and shoot it.
That's not us. W got to walk and do it.

And you guys need to talk and talk from your heart.
These are for our kids. Like soneone said, caribou can't
speak for thenselves. W have to do it because God put us
here, and he gave us animals to protect. |If | see an
ani mal wounded, | got to kill it because | don't want to
see it suffer. That's the way | grew up.

So we all grew up different way. But guess what? W
all got hearts in the sanme place. W got blood flow ng
t he sane way. And | want you to understand that if
cari bou was taken away, | cannot |ive on that store neat
over there. That would make ne sick. | got to have ny
Native food. A lot of these elders are |ike that.

And it's very inportant that you guys talk for your
kids. Do it for your kids and your grandkids because they
are inportant. They are the future. And right now
everything is happening. A lot of bad things are
happeni ng. But guess what? Thank God he take care of us,
every one of us. Every day, even though no matter what we

do, he forgive us. That's the way we grew up as a Nati ve.
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Nunmber one first is God. You got to trust himwth
everything you got because you see, | |ost a brother, too.
He was only 18. But God showed nme you can be stronger
than that. That's where he gave ne that strength.

Li ke | said, please talk for caribou because it can't
speak for itself.

So God bl ess every one of you, and thank you for
bei ng here.

M5. SARAH JAMES: We got 20 people on the
list, and we don't have very nmuch tine. 1:30 they have to
| eave, and sone of our visitors may not even get to speak,
so we'd |like to have people speak in three mnutes, if you
could. And line -- and get ready to cone on. So even
wal ki ng from over here take a while. So be here right on
t he button.

MR. ERNEST D. ERICK: W need nore tine.
We need nore tine. You got the tine to be here. W need
nore time.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER. G ve us nore

MR. ERNEST D. ERICK: That's what we need
here. Thank you.

M5. MARY BETH SOLOMON: My nanme is Mary
Beth Solonmon. |I'ma GMchyaa GMch'in from Fort Yukon.

I'ma council menmber down at Fort Yukon. And ny chief
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asked ne to cone up here and say a few words to you all.

| was here yesterday during the consultation, governnent

to governnent. | understand all that. | had a few notes
here, but who knows if I'lIl look at it or not.
However, | want you people to know that there are

other tribes up there supporting this issue of protecting
the cal ving grounds that we call 1002 at this tine. |
| istened to the elders. | listened to the | eadership. |
under stand sone of the process. | have been to coll ege.
That helped a little bit.

|'ve never really stood up and spoke to people on
this issue. | talk to people in the background. W visit
our friends and all that. And | really support the issue
of no devel opnent, no drilling in 1002 area. It's a
sacred ground. You hear that over and over, and you wl|
hear that. |I'mas | stand here as a GmM chyaa Gach'in, |
want you to know there are other indigenous people in
Al aska that support our efforts to protect this sacred
ground.

And the other thing | want to tal k about was the EI S.
We tal k about it over and over. You have to understand
that once it's a witten docunent, you better look at it
and have a say. W can still change that docunent. Even
fromwhat we say mght not all go in there, but if you

read it, you could nake sure it gets in there. And that's
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a nessage | want to bring to our young people now, that we
have to stand up.

|'"'mglad the way that Venetie/Arctic trained their
young people, try to get our young people away from drugs
and alcohol. It's a hard job, but it can be done. W
need to learn the tools and use it for the protection of
what we hold so dear to our heart that we depend on

You know, | cone fromsmall people. M great
grandfat her is Johnny Frank, and Sarah Frank is ny great
grandnother. That's nmy nother's grandparents. [|'mthe
fat her of Jonat han Sol onon, Sr., and ny nother is still
alive down there in Fort Yukon. Her nane is Hannah J.
Sol onon.

So | just want you to know that, that | watch and
|'ve learned. And | would really |like to speak up on a
| ot of issues, but with a heart of our people it can be
done. And that's the nessage | bring from other
I ndi genous tribes to this village. This is ny hone. |
| ove this place. | have been to Arctic. | have been al
the places. | brought ny daughter when she was little.
You see that little girl wal king around earlier, that's ny
granddaughter. | want themto get the feeling of ny
communi ty here.

This is where ny nother is from She was born up

there in Arctic Village area, Snoke Creek. She was raised

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

37

up there. She |ost her nother when she was little. So
she was allowed to live with certain people in the
vill ages sonetines. But the main one that really raised
her was Christian. And | got to neet all these elders
that we talk about. | even nmet Myra Roberts. That's way
back.

So anyhow, | did know all the elders. | |earned
lots. That's the nessage that | believe fromny heart and

fromny tribe and all other indigenous people of the

wor | d.
Mahsi ' .
MR. BOBBY TRITT: Good norning or
afternoon. O norning yet. M nane is Bobby Tritt, for
the record. |1'ma council nenber of Venetie Village

Council and born and raised in Arctic Village. M late --
nmy parents were Christian Tritt, Sr., traditional chief.
Lily Tritt was ny nother, both passed.

Anyway, I'd like to talk -- say and tal k about 1002,
cari bou, et cetera, the only place caribou herd --
Por cupi ne cari bou herd born and survive. W need to -- we
need to stop. Exploration we need to protect this area
1002 from expl orati on.

Here in Venetie we pay $9 a gallon. In Arctic
Vill age they probably pay about $10. Hardly any of ny

people work up north. Let's save 1002 for future
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generation. Maybe 100 years, 200 years, maybe forever we

need to save this pl ace.

Me, | speak for the animals. | speak for Porcupine
cari bou herd. It's hone to -- it's hone to 250 ani nal
species up there, and mllions of mgration birds. And

there is 180 different kind of birds that goes there, and
birds fromas far away as Antarctica, Africa and all 50
states. However, Porcupine caribou herd is our bread and
butter and our food.

So | would say stop exploration on 1002. I'd like to
t hank everybody here in Venetie, Arctic Village, all our
visitors. You guys are welcone to our town, including all
of youu And I'd like -- that's all I've got to say for
NOW.

Thank you.

MR WLL MAYO | have so nuch that's in
my heart that |1'mgoing to go ahead and use a few notes so
| don't mss sone inportant things. So with that, ny nane
Is WII Mayo. |'mhere today for the Tanana Chiefs
Conference. That's officially. But in ny heart, |I'm here
to support the GrMch'in Nation. Al of the tribes in this
region, 42, they all support Gamch'in Nation in their
fight to protect the 1002 area from devel opnent. But
Congress has nade their decision, and this thing is on a

downward sl ope that we are not going to be able to stop.
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So today we are scoping what they are going to | ook

at as they nmake decisions that have already been nade.

They are scoping. | wish | could have confidence that the
scoping wll be real, but I'"'mnot going to lie to you.
"Il speak the truth. | don't see that. | see this as an

exerci se, checking off the next thing on the list. And ny
heart grieves.

Qur people are suffering another trauma. They talk
about cultural trauma of the people. And you are
Wi tnessing it happening right here. Qur hearts are heavy,
li ke they are tearing themout. Political decisions are
made.

If | thought proposing a scope was really going to
help, this is what | would say: Don't ness around with
the calving ground. Stay away. Everybody knows cari bou
won't cal ve where people are. They like to say the
cari bou get along with the pipeline. Those aren't cal ving
cari bou. Those are mgrating feeding caribou. They don't
care. They can live with the pipeline. But when they
calve, they go far away to a safe and secret place where
t hey know from generations they won't be di sturbed.

If | thought that proposing a scope would really nmake

a difference here, | would propose that there would be
establi shed a bal anced team of scientists -- sone federal,
sone state, sone fromthe Native comunity -- who would go
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and do bal anced, true scientific research. Wat does it
mean to cal ving cari bou behavi or when trucks cone in, when
roads are built, when infrastructure is established? And
where will those caribou go if they won't calve there?

The only place they can go is east. The only other place.

Those cari bou chose that place for a reason, and they
are snmart. They know what works to protect their young.
They know they need the wind that's there. They need that
w de open plain so they can see predators. They need the
wi nd to bl ow away the npbsquitoes because nosquitoes wl |
exsangui nate cal ves to death. They know why they cal ve
there. To the east is nountains. You go over nore
nmount ains, and finally you cone to a coastal plain on the
Canada side that's simlar, and sonetines they cal ve
t here.

My fear is that they will go east because they w ||
cone back down the nountain, they will see out there, oh,
there is roads, there is punps, there is people, it stinks
here, and they won't calve there. They w |l keep going.
And the only way they can go is east.

And what will that do to the path that they take when
t hey pass by your villages here? Wat will it do when
their mgratory routes possibly shift to the east? These
peopl e here, they wll be left high and dry, nore trauma

More trauna.
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" msorry. | was going to do proper protocol. |
wanted to speak in front of the Venetie Village Chief
Dennis Erick, the Native Village of Venetie Chief Steve
Frank, and Arctic Village Chief Janes John, traditional
chi efs Abraham Henry, Sr. and Trinble Glbert. | wanted
to first ask your perm ssion to address you on your | and.
| failed to do that because |'m not supposed to take too
| ong.

And | really respect your |eaders for your standing
up and your past |eaders who are chiefs, |ike G deon
James, Sarah who al ways spoke up. Ernest. | renenber
these chiefs froma long tine ago.

So | just want to say ny village is Tanana (speaking
I n At habascan). [It's about 250 mles east of here. Wen
they built the pipeline and the road to support it, no
nore cari bou cane behind our village. W would go behind
our village 14 mles. W would go over the rise in the

al pine country, and we would see caribou. W could bring

It home. You can go up there any tine now, you wll never
see them again. They never cone back. It's a trauna.

"Il make a couple nore points. | know |l took too
much tinme, Sarah. | think Sarah | ost her watch, though.

So protect that ground. And | think a real bal anced
scientific study without political interference.

Political interference would be that if a true study was

41
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gi ven that woul d show the i npacts on subsistence, truly
show it, that that study, balanced study woul d get buri ed.
That's ny fear because |'ve seen that before. | have been
around a long tinme in | eadership. |'ve seen supportive
docunents suddenly di sappear. They never get spoke of
agai n.

And | want to say directly -- is it director? [I'll
call you Director Joe Balash. | thank you for com ng and
bei ng here, and your team And thank the Lieutenant
Governor for being here, Byron Mallott. He knows what we
are tal king about. Just because he's Lieutenant Gover nor
doesn't nean he doesn't know. He's been a voice for
Nati ve issues for a long tine. Comm ssioner Cotten.

But that would be ny heart, and | think such a
bal anced study would show that there would be an EI S
finding and a decision of record that would show t hat
there woul d be irreversible inpacts on this subsistence
living, this resource, and that the best recommendation is
to drill sonmewhere el se.

Thank you very nuch

MR, TRI MBLE d LBERT: Mahsi' Choo. I''m
glad you are all here and talk to the people here. The
| ast nmeeting in Arctic | wasn't there because |I'm busy in
Fai rbanks. | mssed the whole thing. And | hear a | ot of

good things about it. So this tine | was in Fort Yukon
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busy for two weeks. And then I'mvery lucky. The Tanana
Chi efs brought ne over here. Brought quite a few of us.

And I"'mglad WIllie is here with us. And | get to
know hi m si nce many years and standing right in front of
the TCC group all the tine. So when | travel around and
when Wllie is with ne, I'"'mreally happy to have hi m al
the tine.

So support is very inportant. W all need sone tine
where -- too far north. W live too far north, and we are
I sol ated, cold. Even right now Yesterday it was col d.
But we still hang around up this way. W don't want to
| eave. And ny wife should be here, but she was kind of
slow, and she is in Fort Yukon now, so she is going to be
honme on Sat urday.

You know, | renenber it way back, 1935. | don't
know -- |'m probably the oldest one. | don't know.  1935.
And ever since there has been quite a change up this way.

You know t hat sone people said who is your nei ghbor.
Cari bou. Caribou and all kind of animals. | grew up wth
lot of birds. This tinme of the year, m ddle of My,

t housands, thousands of birds com ng back. Noisy. Now
you hardly hear any birds on this area. There is quite a
few, but they don't nake noise. Even wolf never how
again. They know what's going on. Everything is -- al

t he ani mal s decrease now and slowy. Wat's going on? |If

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

44

we don't say nothing, we going to end up nothing the next
generation to cone, like you see the animal and all the
resource we have. That worries ne.

About 30 years ago, that pipeline start. | felt -- |
t hought we -- everything going to be cheap and the oil,
gas going to be cheap. You know how nuch we pay for it in
Arctic is $10 a gallon. The sane tine they don't
[indiscernible]. That's what we have been using for many
years. That's the one that don't burn too nmuch gas. So
that's the problem

So the next thing is election tines. WNMake sure al
the Native people should renenber that when you vote. The
nation is kind of split now Mre and nore people on
other side. And we lost last tine. W have a problem
Before the election tines, they ask for vote everywhere
they travel. And then after they were elected, | tried to
say hi to them but they never say hi to ne no nore.

W have to do the right way next tine, next election
that's comng. W mght -- | thought maybe the world is
just split already. Comrunities are split, too,
everywhere. We mght | ose again. Then we going to have
nore problem Seens to ne they don't care about up this
way. ©Ch, they live up there. They got everything. So we
al ways have problem during el ection tines.

And the Porcupine herds are very healthy herd. They
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cover the whole area, Arctic all the way to Canada. There
Is like -- Sarah -- Sarah Abel, old woman, talk it. It's
like the food is like this. Gay. The next one will be
Venetie. Next year going to be Arctic. Next year going
to be Add Crow. So our people using this. And al so
sharing is the big word fromthe | ast 10,000 of year. W
share one another with the caribou. Al so that Yukon
River. Also not only that, we sharing and | ook after each
other with what we got. That's what | neant a little
whil e ago. And we have been away from each other, but we
are just like one famly. Now we working on that. The
whol e Native of Al aska should be one unity people, and we
can be strong. W can protect in what resource we have in
our country.

Sure, that Porcupine herd is still healthy and they
hang around nore the |l ast few years. And they don't go
over very nmuch. But with that Central herd has joined our
cari bou, but they are kind of separated and they are on
this side of the nmountain of Arctic Village. People knows
It because Central is snmall, and they are kind of not very
fat. But Porcupine herd this year it's healthy again, and
t he popul ati ons of the caribou has increased nore and nore
cari bou we got than before.

So we asking for help and hel p that our voices not

reach further down to the D.C., but we got sone people in
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Juneau, and we need nore and nore educated people to fight
for us. And this is not the only problemwe are going to
have. Like we are going to have nore and nore probl ens
because we -- we should know better than that what we
need.

Now we tal k about Yukon River. Water. \Water is very
I nportant. They keep saying that next ten years, maybe
nmore than that we can drink water fromthe Yukon River.

Al so the Brooks Range. That's good water. [It's com ng
this way. There is clear water in this river. Down other
side is good water, too. So caribou -- aninmal is kind of
| ooking for that birth, breeding place.

So all the birds -- | don't know. Sone of the ducks
we never see themno nore. Birds are sane thing. That
worries nme. And we don't -- we don't say nothing, then we
goi ng to have nore problens than 30 years ago. | thought
we going to have better life, but in the | ast 30 years,
you shoul d see the graveyard in every comunity. It's
bi gger and bi gger because of the al cohol, drugs and
al cohol, sonething that's not good for the Athabascan
peopl e, not only here, but all over Al aska, Native peopl e,
nmore crinmes and all that. A lot of thembeen lost with
al cohol. Sone of the village we |osing that popul ati ons
near the pipeline, |ike down Stevens Village and all that.

| hope they come hone soneday to have a good life.
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So I'"'mthe elder, so | could say anything | want to
because | got to say sonething for the future generations
to conme. So I'mglad you are here for the support, and we
would l'i ke to wel come you so we -- we do need the hel p and
the voice. Mre and nore rich people, and those are the
ones, they don't -- | know they don't want to hear our
voice. Even in election tine | talk about it. W never
see them around here. Before election tinme they cone
around for vote, and then after they have been el ected, |
never see them for the next four or five years.

So thank you very nuch for invite us. So we are
| eaving this afternoon. And | hope you have nore -- you
neet nore people, Native people and tal k about this
cari bou. And God bless you, all of you.

Thank you.

DR CHARLEEN FI SHER: ( Speaking in Al askan
Native | anguage.) M nane is Dr. Charleen Fisher. |I'm
from Beaver, Al aska. |1'mthe Executive Director of the
Council of Athabascan Tribal Governnents. Thank you very
nmuch to the people of Venetie for allowng ne to speak
t oday.

The Counci | of Athabascan tribal governnents is a
tribal consortium founded in Septenber of 1985 with the
vision of self-sufficient communities and a shared

commtnent to pronoting conmmbn goals. The ten renote
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Gn ch'in and Koyukon At habascan tribes that form CATG are
Arctic Village, Beaver, Birch Creek, Grcle, Canyon
Vil l age, Chal kyitsik, Fort Yukon, Ranpart, Stevens Vill age
and Venetie. The CATG tribal consortium strongly opposes
oil and gas | easing and devel opnent in the coastal plain
as one.

The OGmM ch'in and upper Koyukon traditional |and use
areas of the upper Yukon Flats enconpass what is now the
Yukon Fl ats National WIldlife Refuge and part of the
Arctic National WIldlife Refuge. The Council of
At habascan Tri bal Governnents has a standing resol ution
titled the Resolution to Permanently Protect the
Birt hpl ace and Nursery G ounds of the Porcupine Caribou
Herd in the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge, and it
asserts and affirns the Gn ch'in peoples' rights, inherent
right to continue their way of life as recogni zed by the
U S. Senate. The Gwm ch'in have consistently advocated for
the Iizhik Gnats'an Grvandaii Goodlit, the Sacred Pl ace
Where Life Begins, to protect their natural environnent
and cultural practices. Since tine imenorial CATG tri bes
and their tribal nmenbership have lived in reciprocity with
t hese | ands and the resources therein and have a spiritual
rel ati onship to the Porcupine caribou herd.

Gover nnent -t o- gover nnent consul tati on shoul d al ways

be nmeani ngful, productive and nmeasurable for tribes and
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their governnments and should be adequately involved in all
aspects, as it directly affects their |ives and
wel | - bei ng.

This scoping period is much too short to properly
solicit comments from Al askans, Native and nonNati ve,
rural and urban, young and old, rich and poor, and the
greater Anerican citizenry. This process does not allow
for the proper inclusion of Al aska Native know edge
systens and traditional use patterns and the inpacts of
devel opnent in a thorough and thoughtful way. M/ own
tri be, Beaver, the Beaver Village Council, and Fort Yukon

requested to have scopings in their comunities and were

49

deni ed, and this excluded their tribal nenbership and nany

peopl e.

This process also is very divisive. Many of us have
much nore in conmon than this process is going to
represent in the comments solicited. Many of the Al aska

Nat i ves t hroughout the state |ive a subsistence way of

life, have a spiritual relationship to the animals and the

natural environment. The |izhik Gaats'an Gnandai i
Goodlit, the Sacred Pl ace Wiere Life Begins, or the
coastal plain or the 1002 area is a significant birthing
ground to many species of mgratory birds, fish and
nonm grating manmal s, as well as the Porcupi ne cari bou

her d.
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In the 50-plus years the Arctic National Wldlife
Ref uge has exi sted, the Porcupine caribou herd has
mai nt ai ned stabl e nunbers. No other caribou herd has
devel opnent in their birthing grounds. And the
possibility that significant damage to the health of the
Por cupi ne cari bou herd as well as the population is a
serious possibility. The Porcupine caribou herd is a
vital part of the GMch'in people's way of |life and diet.
The renote communities of CATG depend heavily on the
Por cupi ne cari bou herd for sustenance and to teach our
children the way of howto live in Alaska's Arctic
climte.

The eastern part of the 1002 areas are critical to
calving cari bou. But considering sone of the areas, the
di stance between the nountains and the coast are only 20
mles, the entire 1002 areas is critical habitat to the
Por cupi ne cari bou herd and will the -- the inpacts of
harm ng the herd wll affect social, econom c and
spiritual connections of our Gm ch'in people.

CATG stands firmin their resolution to protect the
Por cupi ne cari bou herd birthplace as a sacred place. W
are very di sappointed that the scoping wasn't extended and
feel that this process is unjust. The CATG support a
no-action alternative, encourage neani ngful discussion

regar di ng managenent, research and stewardship of the
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Por cupi ne cari bou herd.

(Speaking in Al askan Native | anguage.) W wll live
off the animals. This water -- this |land and water is
special to us and we hold it for the future generations
with God's help.

Mahsi' Choh Shal ak nmaii .

MR. SAM ALEXANDER: ( Speaki ng in Al askan
Nati ve | anguage.) | want to thank the community of Venetie
for allowing ne this opportunity to speak. | know you
have a lot of tribal nenbers, so giving ne this
opportunity, | appreciate it a | ot.

| was invited by CATG and | was directed by our
elders to cone up here and speak a little bit.

So | grew up in Fort Yukon, but | live in Fairbanks.
Several years ago | got a nmaster's degree in business from
Dartmouth. So when we think about the decisions in front
of us and what we see fromour governnent, it's good to
t hi nk about the busi ness aspect of it.

And so how do busi nesses nake decisions? WIlIl, they
make deci si ons based on data. And so they create these
predi cti ve nodels. These predictive nodels tell them
should we invest or should we not invest. WelIl, that data
that's being used for decisions in ANMNR i s very new data
and very inconplete data, if we think about it. OGamch'in

peopl e have been here for tens of thousands of years, and
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that's tens of thousands of years of data that we have.

Now, not all data is equal. Sone data is good data
and has actually produced results. Sonme data is faulty
data. We know that our data is good because we are still
here. W survived. Congratul ations.

So | understand that it can be difficult for people
fromthe west to understand what we are tal ki ng about and
really respect the data that we have. | understand that
because |'ve fallen into this trap nyself. Last year |
was out hunting nobose with ny father. And we were out on
the land. And ny father is an ol der guy. And | have been
gone from Al aska for a long tine and just noved back
w thin the past several years. So we went out hunting.
And | used to be a Special Forces officer in the Arny, so
| know how to be on the land. | know what |I'mdoing. [|'m
a G een Beret here.

So we go out and we are hunting. And he's in the
front of the boat, and I'"'msitting in the back. [|'m
driving the boat. And he sees a real fat black bear just
right there on the shore. | thought, boy, he's going to
shoot that black bear. And he pulled up his gun. And he
| ooked at it for a bit, and he put his gun down, dropped
his gun down. And we were -- | slowed down a little bit,
and the bear ran off.

And | said, hey, how cone you didn't shoot that bear?
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He said, you know, | was thinking about it, but the bear
Is always in front of the nobose. And | was thinking to
nyself, talking to himis |ike reading a fortune cookie.
What the hell does that nean, the bear is in front of the
moose? | don't understand that. And then we turned the
corner and there was a noose there.

O course -- of course he was able to determ ne that
before | was because he has better data than | do. He was
listening to that 30,000 years of data.

So | think that's what we are here to tell you. At
| east that's what |'mhere to tell you is that you need to
respect the data. You need to respect the traditional
know edge that's 30,000 years accunul ated. And we know
It's good data because we are still here.

So listen to the data. Listen to our elders.

Respect our |and. Respect our know edge. And don't
drill.

Mahsi ' .

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER:  (Speaking in
Al askan Nati ve | anguage.)

MR, ROBBI E MARTI N: Hi . My nanme i s Robbie
Martin. 1'mfrom Venetie. M parents are Shayna Tritt
and Janes Martin of Arctic Village and Venetie. M dad
taught nme how to cook over a canpfire out in the woods.

And | | earned how to cook ducks and cut the caribou and
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use sone of the parts to cook over the fire. And |I'm 13

years ol d.
It's a blessing to have. | don't want to throw that
away. It's hurting us to think that the oil conpanies are

trying to take over what we have, such as our I and,
animals, what we rely on, nost inportantly, the cari bou.

Mahsi ' Choo.

MR JAMES JOHN: Hello. Janes John.

(Speaking in Al askan Native | anguage.) Hello. M nane is
Jimy. Janes, better known as Jimmy. M story, when |
was young, | hunt a lot. Yeah. | hunt froma little boy.
My forefathers, they teach ne how to hunt. | never give
up. So like right now, | don't have no kind of stuff to
hunt with. | just go out in ny Indian way. | got no bow
and arrow, you know. | go out and hunt, and | cone hone |
make sure | got everything, fromwaterfow to noose,
sheep. Al those aninals, | hunt them 1| eat them
never give up

These people here are the sane. They hunt. They
fish. They build canp. They do everything they want.
But if you go to the Lower 48, you can't do that. MW
country, ny |and you could. Even right now, you go out
t here, you go fishing. You go fishing down there, you got
to have a permt. You don't do that around here. Hunt

the sane way. W do that.
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And right now, all these kids around here, | want
themto get up, stand up and go on. | tell them who they
are. They have to because when they grow up now, | want

themto hunt everything in front of them And when | grew
up, | don't have it. It's not there for ne. | have to
[indiscernible] for themto -- for the next generation.
And we have to do that.

And the caribou, we take care of it just |like we take
care of ourselves. W use every part of it. Every part
of the animal we get, we got a nane for it. Yeah. Every
little part we got, we eat them down to the hooves.

Yeah, we boil the hooves. W eat it. Every part, eyeball
and all. Yeah.

And the water, when we get water, we just go down the
bank right there in the water. You can junp in the boat,
get a cup and drink it like that. W go on the |and and

see a puddl e of water, you are so thirsty, we just bend

over and just take a shot of water. |It's unheard of. You
get going. That's the way we are. But | know sone of the
animals, |like those ground squirrels, it's like a |long

time ago if you go up our land [indiscernible], you m ght

get -- nmaybe fromhere to maybe ny village all those
little animals will be gone fromthat -- [indiscernible]
underground. They will all go. There won't be not hing.

The caribou they go up many mles. They go down to
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Beaver Mountain. They travel. They cone hone and go hone
to have their calves. That's many mles, rugged area.
And when they nake it, they nmake sure they have their calf
very good and they cone hone and they come back to our
vill age where we can be, you know, happy peopl e.

And these caribou, they are having a hard tine right
now with the nosquitoes and all that bother them It's
hard for themto keep up. And they can't speak. The
cari bou don't speak. So we got to fight for them And
many years fromnowit will be hard for these people to
get up. They have to be educated to speak to you people
as we are today.

Li ke those little children | was speaking to you,
when t hey grow up, hey, what happened, you know. They
wi Il speak up again. Maybe they will be in front of you,
you know. It's like that to us. And they are pretty
smart. They never give up on what they do. --

Being a chief, it's hard. Yeah, pretty hard to be a
chief, yeah. You got to take care of your people, a | ot
of respect and all that. You can't be nean and all that.
You know the ganme. Being an Indian, it's pretty hard.
Everyday life as Indians, |ike what you see today, you
can't -- it's pretty hard.

Qur fuel costs many dollars. Wen we go hunting,

| spend as little as | can to save noney. | cone hone
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with maybe one nobose. Probably I'll spend about $1, 800
just to get one nobose. That's good for ne so ny people
will eat. | don't ask for it. You know, that's the way
life is. And you continue on. The people -- you should
understand it pretty good. You know, we |ove each ot her
pretty good and we respect each other. | hope you guys
can understand what we are tal king about and make sure you
hear what we are sayi ng.

Mahsi ' Choo.

MR. KYLE ALEXANDER: My name is Kyle
Al exander. | am 16 years old, and I wll one day shoot ny
first caribou. But if youddrill, I amafraid | won't
shoot ny first caribou or ever see themagain. Being a
young man, | want to grow up and provide for ny famly. |
want to one day teach the younger kids how to hunt
caribou. This is our life. Please don't drill oil on the
cal vi ng grounds.

Mahsi ' Choo.

MR. RAYDAN TRITT: M nane is Raydan
Tritt. M parents are Shayna Tritt and Janes Martin.

And | want to say that everybody knows their first
experience hunting. Like your first caribou, you are
bei ng nervous at first. Wen we take that shot, you are
excited after you took that shot. And your dad or your

nmomwi || cel ebrate you, and your elders, too. You like to
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see your famly so excited, you get too excited once in a
while. For ne, | shot three caribou ny first tine. | got
too excited, and ny dad told ne to calmdown. So |I want
to go hunting again, but I know that won't happen again
next time. | was hoping | go hunting next w nter.

And -- sorry | forgot -- if you guys drill, I'm
afraid the next generation won't get their first
experience of hunting and they won't see their famly
excited. And actually, that's it. Sorry.

MR, STEVE FRANK: Steve Frank, Native
Village of Venetie Tribal Governnent, tribal chief. |
just want to tell Joe -- | try to tell Joe a little story
every day about all the wong things that have been done
to Native Americans throughout history. Joe, | want you
to know we are people just |like you. W have our dreans
and grandki ds.

Al bert served in Vietnam and Jerry was in the Arny.
But I kind of want to tell you a little story about ny
father, Al bert's father and Jerry's father. Wen they
were grow ng up, they had one gun, one steel ball.
Jerry's father was the shooter. Wenever he m ssed, ny
father or Nathaniel had to go and dig up that bullet. So
I"mjust -- | want you to know we are people just |ike
you, you know. We all grew up. Think about that, you

know.
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| was going to say sonething nore, but that's just a

little story | wanted to tell you just so you nake the
connection that we are people just |ike anybody el se.
Ckay.

Thank you.

MR. d DEON JAMES: Thank you for
giving ne the opportunity to speak. M nane is G deon
Janes. | live in Arctic Village, and |I'm one of the
elders. And | grewup with Trinble. M nane is G deon
Janes. |1'm 78 years old now And | -- what |I'mtalking
about is pretty nmuch ny experience or ny reading or ny --
nmy experience in alot of things. | worked for the tribe
30 years, and | have been to Washi ngton, D.C about five
tines. And | have been across the country addressing
sel f-governnent and the rul e-nmaki ng process for a couple
years.

And it gives ne the opportunity to speak with other
tribes that were on -- that were on the negotiating
commttee. And | have -- | was lucky to cone to
communi cate with a lot of different tribes, a |ot of
different | eaders. And | see sone pretty well-known
| eaders here in the village right now, you know And I
know a lot of themfor 20, 30 years. | see sone --

There i s sonebody that nentioned know edge. W have

know edge. W have people that are educated. W are a
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peopl e that are educated and in a position to nmake

deci sions. And we have conputers. W have a very
advanced technol ogy that are in place today. W have our
people in office use it.

So what ever -- whatever their know edge or their
speak, you know, | hope that these are being respected and
consi dered because what | hear yesterday, what happened to
the point of today or yesterday that even we had the
heari ng and people cane forward to address their concerns,
t hose things were not well considered and deci si on was
made al ready. And we cone to find out |ast night.

Anyway, | just wanted to tell you that we are talking
about aninmals that are very intelligent, very intelligent
and in a fragile and sensitive environnent that they
exi st. They use clean water. They use clean air. And
nost of all, they have got to have cl ean vegetation. They
have got to have it in order to be healthy, in order to
be -- sonebody nentioned that the shape of cari bou was

pretty well today, and that's true. And that's true. And

It's never been like that for -- you know, for sone tinme.
And | -- we have noticed these aninmals found the
different -- different feeding area, which is right
directly north of this village. A lot of people -- a lot
of our hunters know exactly where -- where we are tal king

about. So the animals that we're tal king about is they
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know where to go. A lot of tinmes, you know, when it's
difficult to travel like on snow, they use nmountain ridge
where there is no snow. The w nd bl ows.

| want to bring a couple stories. Wen | was a
little boy around six or seven years old, | went with ny
-- | spent alot of time with ny grandfather Al bert E.
Tritt. | spent lots and lots of tinme. | just barely
remenber sonetines. But one tine that we were behind the
mount ai n, and we had tents. And then there was anot her
mountai n right above it. And one day himand I, we
clinbed that nountain, and the other side is steep like
this [indicating]. And the valley, it was five mles of
val |l ey behind there with a creek. And when we got behind
it, all the valley opened up. And | tell you the truth,
the farthest we could see, it's covered with cari bou
movi ng, noving like this. | renenber that.

And ny grandfather would sit on a big rock, big
boul der, you know, and | ook. And ny grandfather, he's a
really spiritual man. And he would sing, you know. W
saw the -- we played the druns a while ago, and that was
part of it. | renmenber over and over | hear when he sing
it. And when he |look for aninals he sing it, you know.

| say that because we are real people. These people
that are the little ones, they cone forward and say what's

I nportant to them It's true. | don't want to take that
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nmuch time, but | -- but I -- 1 want to tell you again that
t he geese and waterfowl and ducks, they have a resting

pl ace on the Yukon. And people that lives on the Yukon

Ri ver, they know -- they know where the resting place are
for the ducks. They all go up that coastal plain. They
all go up there to nest, to nest.

And | was talking to one of ny friends |ast night,
[indi scernible] and Jerry that testified earlier. | asked
them | said, how | ong does it -- when they cone through,
t he ducks cone through, how |l ong does it last? He said
sonetinmes it lasts a whole week. Lasts a whol e week.
Several thousand a day. And you can inmagi ne how many --
how many ducks in this little area down there, but cover
t he whol e Yukon River. [It's -- it's -- it's really
massi ve, geese that go to the north.

And fish do the sanme thing. And fish, they cone up
the river. They cone up the river fromthe -- where the
nmout h of the Yukon is. And they spawn in the cl ean water,
clean -- clean -- clean water they spawn. And they do
that year after year. They do that year after year. W
all know that. The people that |ives on the Yukon, they
share fish. They share fish that conmes up to the cl ean
water to spawn. So |i ke when spawni ng happens this year,
it will conme back in four to five years from now.

Same t hing happens with the cari bou when they -- when
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they travel, they use only one route. And any cari bou
don't lead. There is a leader in that herd. There is a

| eader in the herd that does it. They call that the

(Al askan Native word.) That neans | eader. They lead the
herd. And you can tell by the calluses on their armright
here. Yeah, thick calluses. Those are the |eader.

And | was tal king about the fish. Not only king
sal non or chum sal non does that. Whitefish does that,
too. They winter in the | akes and then they cone out in
the springtinme and then they spawn. They spawn. They
spawn during the summer. And then in July the little fish
| i ke this cone up the creek, bunch of them And we all
know there is mllions of creeks in Alaska. It happens
t he sane way.

So I'mtal king about our way of life. It's really a
way of life. W are guarding the fish, the aninals that
use the area up there. | don't know how nmuch tine | got,
but I have -- give ne about another five m nutes? No?

One of the things that | wanted to tell you is that
on your schedule, you said alternative -- you said
alternative devel opnent. There is -- in your -- in your
plan, there is no alternative devel opnent. These things
have al ready been deci ded by executive order. There is no
alternative systemthat we would go to. And | know t hat

because | read -- a bunch of executive orders address
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that. So if you want any nore information, cone to ne and
ask ne.

One of the things | really wanted to say is that |
see the ANILCA -- okay. ANLCAis -- is a |law that
Senat or Stevens addressed because there was a | ack of
subsi stence protection in the land clains bill. And he
wants to try to correct it. So he put it in the
national -- what's that called, national interest |and.
And national interest |land is where our -- national
interest land is across the street -- across the river.
But a | ot of coastal village, they don't have -- they
don't have natural interest land. That's where the
problemis. The problemis there. So ANILCA is

unconstitutional. So putting stuff |ike ANILCA in your

schedule, | think there is a big question about it.
Ckay. | don't have no nore five mnutes, so | guess
"1l quit.
MS. RAEANN GARNETT: I'Il tell you ny nane
Iin a mnute. |'mnot speaking to ny -- |I'm not speaking
to ny people. I'm-- 1 want to stand up here and speak
for ny people but |I'm speaking to all of you. Wl cone.

(Speaking in Al askan Native | anguage.) M nane is RayAnn
Garnett. M parents are M ke and Mchelle Garnett. M
grandparents are Lillian and Jerry Garnett and Andy and

Caroline Haley. | amfromArctic Village and Veneti e,
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Alaska. I'mNeets'aii Gmch'in Dene Navaj o.

Qur people have lived on these |ands along with the
cari bou for thousands of years. Qur way of life is at
stake. The caribou is at stake. Qur |and, our culture,

our | anguage, our aninals are very inportant to every one

of us. |[|'ve always been taught the inportant of our | and,
animals and culture. | ask that you advocate for us to
hel p protect our way of life. Don't drill in the birthing

grounds of our cari bou.

Mahsi ' .
M5. MARY ROSE GAMBQA: (Speaking in
GrMch'in.) M nane is Mary Rose Ganboa. |'ma Neets'ai
GMch'in fromArctic Village, and | live in Venetie. And

|'m here today to speak for the vadzaih. Vadzaih is our

main food. | grew up with vadzaih. | eat vadzaih all ny
life and still today | still eat vadzaih. | don't |ike
beef .

So vadzaih is for dinner every night in ny house.
Vadzai h has done a |lot of good in our lives. Keep us
healthy. Help us grow strong. Vadzaih is very inportant
to us. | don't know how ny grandkids and their grandkids
are going to do w thout vadzai h.

Ri ght now everything | say is for the future of ny
grandkids and their kids, that they matter nore in the

future of their |ife.
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And vadzaih is only way they wll survive by feeding
onit. | strongly say | stand against drilling where the
life begins. What's going to happen if they drill?
What's going to happen to those calves? | know for sure
that they will not survive. And if they don't survive,

t hen how are ny grandkids and their kids going to survive
w t hout that?

Thank you very nuch for comng and |listening to us.
| appreciate that. But the tine to speak is not enough.
Got a lot nore to say, a lot nore to pray for.

Mahsi ' Choo.

MS. FAITH GEMM LL: Good afternoon. M
name is Faith GenmIl. Neets'aii GMmch'in, Pit River,
Wntu. I'mfromVashraii K oo, Arctic Village. | spoke
bef ore before the panel, and |I'mregistering those
comments. So since we only have three mnutes, |'m going
to switch it up and tal k about what we | earned in our
gover nnent -t o- gover nment neeti ng yesterday where we were
told that all our -- pretty nmuch all our requests were
denied. And that, to nme, shows that this is already a
fl awed process.

Even today we are rushed. W have to put 25,000
years of our life to three mnutes to tell our story. And
that's not right. But our chiefs are even being |imted.

El ders are being limted as they conme up here to speak for
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our people. | just wanted to say that it's not right.

| was just reading a docunent that was published in
one of the papers about the Trunp Adm ni stration,
pronotion of -- what the Trunp Adm nistration is doing is
deregul ati ng policies and process just to further energy
devel opnent within our territories and i ndi genous
territories all over the U S. right now

The interest -- or his interest is deenphasi zing
climte change and conservation and reduci ng regul atory
burdens of energy devel opnent just to fast-track harnfu
and devastating energy policies that are being inposed on
our peopl e.

The problemwith that -- and it's not just in Indian
Country and within our traditional territories, all over
the United States, here in Alaska, but it's on federal
| ands everywhere, places that people have stood and fought
to protect for years, just like the Arctic Refuge. 40
years we have held off the oil conpani es.

The problemwith this is that commbn sense dictates
that if they rush the process as these devel opnent
projects are noving forward, it opens the door and w ||
|l ead to m stakes in the process. And once these ni stakes
happen, there will be irreversible harm and destruction of
the areas that -- where these projects are.

That's why this process has to be sl owed down.
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Pl aces that have stood for 40 years and been debated for
40 years shoul d not be opened within a year. It doesn't
make sense, especially now when we are in climate crisis.
That's a fact. It doesn't make sense to open up pl aces
for fossil fuel devel opnent while the world is debating
the current climate crisis that we are all in.

| just hope and pray that in this process, tribes in
Al aska and Natives across the nation would once again
unite our voices and start pushing back because we need
to. Qur whole livelihood, everything we are as hunan
beings is on the line. 1It's not just us. It's Native
peopl e everywhere this is happening to.

| was down in Standi ng Rock when the -- when Trunp
was el ected. Wien we got up that norning after el ection,
all the teamthat were canped there -- there was 10, 000
peopl e there standing with the Dakota peopl e agai nst the
Dakot a access pipeline for water because it's going to
pollute the Mssouri R ver and inpact all the tribes
downstream And when we got up that norning, you could
feel the sadness in the canps. People were crying al
around the canp. W had a cerenpny. W had a del egation
of wormen from Alaska. W all, our hearts were down. So
we wanted to do a cerenony. W went to the river to do a
cer enony.

And we -- in that cerenony | could see all this, and
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we were crying. The land was crying. W could feel it as
wonen. And now it's becomng reality. But there is

sonet hing el se. That Dakota access pipeline, they did

t hat based on a spiritual foundation, just |like GMch'in
when we stood to protect the calving grounds. It was a
spiritual foundation. And that's nore powerful than the
powers that be in Washington, D.C. And that Dakota access
pi peline, that was a wake-up call in a spiritual way. It
was an awakening. And people are still waking up.

And | think and | believe all those prayers of our
el ders that were put down for us, it will [indiscernible].
We have to do our part. But you, too, you have to do your
part. This issue is about your children, too, your
grandchildren. What are they going to have?

That pl ace, we have a prophecy about it. |It's called
the voice fromthe north. Qur prophecy says that the
great war is going to be fought in the north. And when
this great war is fought, it's going to be a wake-up, an
alarmfor the rest of humanity. This war is going to be a
war of words and paper, not weapons. And when this
happens, people are going to wake up. And our prophecy
has said that the north is going to win. | believe we are
going to win one way or another. And | stand on that
today. But we have to do our part.

This prophecy is simlar to all the other Native
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prophecies all across the world. W have propheci es of
this time and the earth right now and humanity. Just |ike
our prophecy, there is two paths. One is a path of
destruction. One is a path of life. And humanity is
right there nmaking that choice. So this issue is part of
that. And which way we go determ nes what happens,

whet her we choose |life or destruction for our children,

all of our children and grandchil dren.

And | just want you to think about that. Were do
you go? | hope you guys fly over Prudhoe Bay and see that
destruction. 30 years of destruction. It will never be
repai red. They can never put that |and back the way it
was. And that's what ny people are tal king about. The
cal ving grounds, once there is destruction there, you
cannot fix it.

Once our food security is gone, it's gone forever.
And our peopl e depend on the caribou for our physical
nouri shnment, our cultural needs, our social structure, our
spirituality and our econom c needs. W are tal king about
everything in our life. That's what this issue is about.

And | said it in Arctic Village, and I'll say it
again. The U S. has a chance to do it right this tine,
not repeat m stakes of the past with unjust policies like
what happened with the buffalo and the plains tribes. W

don't have to do that again. There is only six nonths
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worth of oil there at the U S. -- the current U S
consunption rate.

And Jonat han Sol onon, he's one of the elders from
Fort Yukon that fought for our people all these years. He
said why the Gamch'in people should not have to sacrifice
our way of life for six nmonths' worth of oil. And that's
what this issue is about. W are being asked to sacrifice
everything for six nonths' worth of oil. And that's not
right.

So | just want to register again that | am opposed to
any oil and gas devel opnent in the Arctic National
Wldlife Refuge. And | would hope that a new alternative
Is put on the table, a no-action alternative. That woul d
be nost appropriate. This issue nmerits it. This is one
of the nbst contentious issues in Congress, and it nerits
t hat .

Mahsi ' .

M5. M LDRED TRI TT HANSON KI LBEAR  Thank
you. M name is Mldred Tritt Hanson Kilbear. And ny nom
and dad is Christian Tritt, Sr. and Lily Tritt. And ny
nmom Lily has had 14 children. Four pass away. And there
is six girls, and one of ny brothers is here, Bobby.
That's ny youngest brother.

And she raised a |lot of children, but praise the

Lord, you know, vadzaih (GmMchi'in word). |'mvery happy.
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We tal k about caribou. That's the one we raise up in
Arctic Village. | was raised in Arctic Village. And
renenber ny dad and all the elders, they all pass away.
They all used to hunt vadzaih. (Gamch'in word),
whitefish. (GmMch'in word), nuskrats. That's all our
delicacy. And | raise up with no lights, no TV, no -- no
t el ephone. Praise the Lord. You know today we have
phone. W have lights. W have -- they hired ne as a
cook, so I'ma cook, too, ne and Jame. Jam e Frank.
She' s one good cook. She knows how to cook and bake and
fry. She makes good cake. Praise the Lord. Thank you,
Jesus.

' mso happy for this opportunity. Qur Natives could
speak and tal k, you know, fromtheir heart. That's good.
My dad Christian Tritt, Sr., used to speak in a neeting,
and | used to listen to himand |I thank God that | gather
w sdom and know edge fromall that growi ng, all that
hunting. | went through a ot of hunting. He taught ne
how to do all that.

So you know, God give you guys strength to go on, the
Native people. (Speaking in GuMch'in.) W need this
opportunity to go forward for our children. You know, I
have one great granddaughter, blue eyes, blonde hair, but
she's a GMch'in. Praise the Lord. And | thank God that

she understand GM ch'in | anguage. Even ny children, they
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understand Gm ch'in because we speak to them when they are
small. (Speaking in GMch'in.)

So keep the good work up, and enjoy the food. Thank
you. Thank you for coming to Venetie.

MR. ERNEST D. ERICK: Thank you, M I dred.

That was a wonderful neal. The chief of Venetie and al so
t he governnent body and Arctic Village, |I'm honored to be
here. M nane is Ernest D. Erick. I'mwth the Native

Vill age of Venetie Tribal Governnment over the | ast 62
years, but | was in the | eadership for the |ast 40 years.
And |I'm (Speaking in Al askan Native | anguage.)

1988 | was a forner chief with the Native Vill age of
Venetie Tri bal Governnent, and we done a | ot of scope of
process and everything all these years, you know, but they
| eft that behind and they canme back again. And this tine
here, it's just a short testinony on the behal f of our
people and the |l and that we belong to. It's very
I nportant to have know edge |i ke each one of us has.

And | believe ny grandnother never went to school,
but she raised up -- she delivered 77 children. And one
of themis about 80 years old now. | raised up by Mra
Roberts and Janmes Roberts, the founder of reservation.
They wal ked the land. They put it on black and white.
They speak their tongue. They |earn about their culture.

They | earn and they taught their culture to their
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grandchi | dren.

And it's very inportant for us that we have that
know edge today to continue what these people from
governnent and al so the State of Al aska are approachi ng
the Native tribe in the short-term and that's not
allowed. We've done it for the |ast 10,000 years. The
data is sitting in our office, all those inportant paper,
what t hese people up here has wote in the Gamch'in way
for the Native people within the state. There were a
tribe that lead their country where other tribe wll
understand them that it's very inportant for the sacred
grounds and this refuge and all the BLM Il and. Those | and
each one of us was decided to protect inside of that
envi ronnent, that we have to protect those val ues t hat
GnM ch'in and At habascan had for a nunmber of years. So we
fought, we wal ked, we tal ked. W praised the |and, we
pray for the land. It was inportant for our grandchil dren
Into the future.

So those are the things that we scoped out for a
nunber of years. W have organization. Nane it. W have
it out there in the western culture to protect people
that's indigenous for all their life, living the way that
they used to |live and continue living that way of life.

Yes, the calving ground is inportant. Yes, the

mgration of the land is inportant. The peopl e inside
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Al aska, nine different dialects. N ne different |anguage.

At habascan, Yup'ik, the Eskinb people are the sane. They
have a |l ot of different |anguage, and their way have been
taught. |It's not one voice. |It's a lot of voice that we
have for the Native peopl e.

W all speak fromour heart. W all speak froma
good, clearly experienced professional people here today.
But we need friends today. W need to continue, nmake it
| onger for this process that we are facing today. | hope
t he governnent listen to us.

North Korea is being listened to now today. So the
GmM ch'in should be listened to thenself. W are not
dictators, but we are the people fromthe | and, the voice
of the land, the children of the land. W are going to

continue doing what is the best interests for our people,

75

no matter what kind of Native people we are. W are going

to carry that voice into the world again.
This process is a BS deal for ne because it's just a

small termthat Joe is com ng here and also the State of

Al aska. The State of Al aska, the federal governnent, they

|l eft a scar on Al aska just because of oil. A lot of spill
happened in the Gulf. A lot of spill happened in Prince
WIlliam Sound. A bullet went through that pipeline. A

| ot of animal was bei ng destroyed, and we don't even know

it because Al aska doesn't want to conmmunicate with the
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tribe in this country.

Today is the day. You guys, you guys need to listen
to people up in this country nore than North Korea because
we are the governnment of the body here. W are going to
live and live and live and live. The history of that is
here with us today. Today ny el der tal ked about
technol ogy. W have that technol ogy in place here today.

But you cannot cone here and nake one-day deci sion
because it ain't going to work for ny grandchildren. |
was married for 35 years, and I'mstill on ny | and.
have GmMm ch'in kids. | have Koyukon children. | have to
speak on tribe within the state of Al aska, what's the best
Interest for us to protect, protect the environnent,
protect the water, the living thing on the | and.

You guys are in the wong territory. Those |ease,
that's [indiscernible] as in one, the |ease. W need to
utilize that, not the sacred grounds. W released those
| eaded | and to the oil conpany before. You guys need to
work on those. Don't bother that |and up there, the
sacred | and. W cannot fight any nore. W fought for the
| ast 30 years when you brought up.

W were not part of the process that Miurkowski or
Sullivan made. We were not part of that. The tax bill
was not -- we were not even part of it. |'mashaned from

you people out there fromthe government and the State of
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Al aska. Dealing with tribal values isn't going to hurt
us. It's going to hurt yourself.

But fromny heart and your heart, there is a gift
there that all of us, the Creator gave us to speak from
to listen to one another. |If | explain this to you in
| ndian way, it's going to go tine, time, tine. You wl|l
never get it done.

But let's make it short. | forgive you. You forgive
me. You don't bother the |land that bel ongs to anybody.
Those are the protection, just |like that 300,000 acres
down in Lower 48. How nuch dollar you spend on it for
pr ot ecti on.

This is a sacred land. | love ny land fromthe
bottom of ny heart, just |ike ny grandnother Myra Roberts
and Ji nmy Roberts. | have 15 grandchildren, ne and ny
wfe. | have 11 brothers, four sisters. W all live this
| and. Each one of you are ny bl ood, and the bl ood goes
down to California, Washington, D.C. W have people in
college today that's exercising their way of |ife as being
determ ned so we don't want that to happen today.

So wake up, governnent. Don't deal with people
because when you deal with the wong kind of people up in
this country, because (speaking in Al askan Native
| anguage). Very inportant. Each one of you have

education inside of your systemthat you already took
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t hose val ues inside. Each one of you got that here. It's
not the noney-naking business. It's the things we done on
the land already that's hurting the Mther Earth.

So let's continue protecting. This is the Gavch'in
Nation up here. 1It's not belong to the western worl d.
There is a divide between us, but we still accept the
Canadi an people as one tribe; even the Eskinps, one tribe.

Thank you. Mahsi' Choo.

Remenber in your heart -- renmenber in your heart. W
don't want to get mad up here because it's no good for us.
We are too thankful. Mhsi' Choo. Think about it, Joe.

Thank you.

MS. KATHY TRITT: Hello. M nanme is Kathy
Tritt. And ny nomis Elizabeth Cadzow, and ny dad is Noah
Peter. And I'magoing to talk in ny | anguage. And I|'I|
use a little bit of English because | can't say the
GM ch'in coastal plain or term stuff like that, so Il
use that in English. (Speaking in GuMch'in.)

That's what |'m asking. You know, you guys already
aut hori zed all this, everything. So what are we doi ng
here? (Speaking in Gamch'in.) | hope there is sonething
t hat you guys put down for us in there.

Now, this caribou it's really inportant to us. See
how i nportant this is? W are not playing jokes or

pl ayi ng ganes here. W are tal king about our future, our
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grandkids, our little ones that's out there. | am ashaned
of you guys, too, the United States. W are the citizens.
We are not sonme group of stupid little Natives that you
coul d put sonewhere. You know, we are the people of this
| and. And what we eat is -- this is our food. See how
good the food snells?

Wake up a little bit. Let's wake up. Even our
president, you know, all of you guys. Secretary of
Interior, BLM all | see is gas and oil. Paragraph, this
and that. Cause. Yeah, the clause is to stop. A paper.
You know, |ike sonething that is provided for the future.
That's what the clause is. | |looked at all this with a
di ctionary.

| was fairly unimagi native this norning. | could not
even sleep last night. There is a -- | don't know W
have to do sonething. But thank God we have got a very
strong God. God, you need to |listen to us, us people
here. W got a strong people. W are strong people. W
got famlies. W are in reservations.

Thank you for listening to us. Thank you that you
cane here to listen to our concerns. | hope there is
sonet hi ng you put there because at the end of all this,
all | see is terrible just always big trucks novi ng back
and forth, no caribou. You see that? |It's horrible.

That's what | see. And | snell it, too, the oil, the
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crude oil. | heard that it's really bad snell. That's
what we are going to snell up there.

And on top of that, they won't even let us go there.
They will tell us go back. Go back, before you get hurt.
Because you all ruined everything up there, and it's going
to be ruined. Al this is even authorized [sic]. So
ri ght now we are just rushing, rushing, so they could
| eave.

Thank you.

M5. MARGO SIMPLE: Hello. M nane is

Margo Sinple. (Speaking in Al askan Native |anguage.) |'m
really thankful to be here today. And | want to tell you
sonething. Qur kids grew up on caribou. Qur son Gabri el
traveled with a school trip up to Arctic Village old way
wintertime, springtine when the snow was still there,
com ng back with people fromour school, Gam ch'in people
fromour school. And com ng back, the caribou all around
them thousands of caribou all around them The very
sane -- very sane herd that our grandma -- we work with ny
grandna, ny husband's grandna. W can sit with our
gr andma. We | earn and watch her so we could |l earn and do
it with our children. W |earn from G andnma Maggi e
Roberts nore. W are not just going to forget about doing
those things. W want to get good at it, just |iKke

Grandma Alice Peter. She have big pile of caribou skin in
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spring, but then pretty soon it's all hanging on the
clothes line, all hanging and wonderful ny husband tell
me. And you know.

|'"d like to say one thing. | went into the hospital,
Fai r banks Menorial Hospital, and | went upstairs. | went
by where the babies are. There was a soldier or a guard
there with a gun. That's how seriously FWMH t hi nks about
where the babies are and how carefully they want to watch
over them so they are going to be safe and they are going
to go hone with their own nom and dad. Nothing else is
goi ng to happen.

We really care about these caribou. W -- so nany
peopl e said so nuch real, true, good things about why they
know where they are going to calve. That's the pl ace.
There is the place where |life begins. That's the place
that they need. And we are caring about themjust |ike
t hose guards. They need that |and, that good | and that
t hey have been using for thousands of years to have their
young. That's a good place. It's a really good pl ace.
Are they going to find another good place? That's their
pl ace. That's a place that God gave them And | just
want to.

Thanks for listening. WMhsi' Choo.

MS. TONYA GARNETT: Hello. (Speaking in

GMch'in.) M nane is Tonya Garnett. I|I'mfromArctic

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

82

Village. |1'mthe Executive Director of the Native Vill age
of Venetie Tribal Governnment. So this concludes the two
scoping hearings in the GMch'in villages. But we left
out many, many other Gach'in villages, thousands of other
GmM ch'in people who did not get to have a say in this
process. |I'mnot sure if you feel |ike you have heard
enough, but we -- it's definitely an injustice |eaving out
a lot of the other villages and our Canadi an brot hers and
sisters on the Canadian side. And | can guarantee you
that this is not the last you will hear from us.

The United States governnent has a | ong history and
it's a known fact of genocide and assimlation on Native
people, and this is just another bill that's trying to --
an attenpt of genocide on the whole Native culture, our
people, our tribe. And these are real people sitting out
here. Every tine we neet | tell you that. | rem nd you
that. These are our hunters, our |eaders, our nothers,
our grandmas, our grandpas, our Kids.

W are here. W are taking tine away fromour |ives.

Each time I"'mwth you, I'maway fromny kid. | have
elderly parents. M parents are in their -- ny dad is 82.
My nomis 77 -- 76. And | help -- I'ma caretaker for
them And | have a nine-year-old son. | take tine away

because this is inportant. The hunters here, they take

tine away fromhunting. And all the nothers here, they
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take tinme away fromtheir kids because this is inportant
tous. It's our way of life that's on the line. And it's
anot her form of genoci de bei ng pushed on Native peopl e.

And | want you to think about it. Wat side of
hi story do you guys want to be on? Wat is the | egacy
that you want to | eave behind? Look at the econom c
I npacts that's it's going to have on our people. Is it
right to take away from our people to give to just a smal
one percent, to benefit a small one percent of the people?
Take a whole life fromus, a culture that's thousands and
t housands of years old? Like Samsaid, we have proven
data because we are still here. W are still living our
culture. The things that we do today our great, great,
great, great, great-grandparents did thousands and
t housands of years ago. Is it right to take that away
just to benefit a small percent of the popul ati on?

And why is there such a rush? The bill nmandates a
| ease to be done in four years. Wy -- why was all of our
requests denied? Wiy is there a rush when we have four
years for that first |ease? There should -- this needs to
be a thorough study. The inpacts of our -- the economcs
of our communities need to be studied.

And like WIIl said, there needs to be a study on the
caribou that's going to be inpacted, the birthing grounds.

This is a different case than all the other ones, all the
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other -- the Arctic Central herd and whatnot, the other
cari bou herds.

This process is an injustice. It's being pushed fast
and hard on our people. Qur people are having to learn a
foreign process to them and we are having to nove fast
and hard. And why -- and we are being rushed at it,
everything. Even this neeting right now we are being
rushed. Couldn't have Kaktovik's neeting been schedul ed
for tonorrow?

Li ke | said before, our people are a sinple, hunble,
but a happy people. Qur way of life is at stake. CQur
livelihood is at stake. W speak for those that cane
bef ore us, and we speak for those that wll cone after.
Qur culture is alive and strong. The Porcupine cari bou

herd and the GmM ch'in people have |ived together since

time imenorial. 1t's our whole identity at stake, our
traditions, our culture. It gets us through an
everchanging world. 1Is it right to take away from us just
to benefit a small one percent? 1Is it right -- is it

right to take away a whole culture just to benefit a one
per cent ?

Again, | want to rem nd you, what side of history do
you want to stand on? Wat | egacy do you want to | eave
behi nd?

Mahsi ' .
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MR JERRALD JOHN: I'mJerrald, and |'m
fromArctic, and I'"'mon the Arctic Village Council. And I
want to say that | hear a lot of good, true stories from
everyone here. And | want to say thank you to the people
of Venetie for your hospitality. And | had a very great
tinme sharing stories. And when we first got here, we
handed out a lot of fish, and | hope you guys enjoyed
t hat .

And ' m going to be heading down to D.C. with friends
and famly this afternoon. W wll be taking the fight to
Joe Bal ash's front door this tinme. |'mstaying with ny
Uncl e Bobby. And we were | ooking over docunents and --
docunents on cari bou herd. And we go back ten years back
to 2008. The Porcupi ne caribou herd was estimated 100
and, | think, 57,000. And you fast forward it nowto
2018, the population is at |east over 217,000. That's a
roughly increase of 70,000 caribou in ten years. So that
nmeans all of us here are doing our job by protecting them
They are thriving.

And what's going to happen when the oil conpanies go
there? W are definitely going to see a decline. You
know, like they said, think of the toxic air. They never
smelt that before. So it's under threat, you know  Just
for instance, nme, David, Jr., ny uncle Jimy, we put out

fish net and we are harvesting fish. | told you guys the
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|l ast time we were waiting for waterfow, and that's gone.
We already did that. Now we are noving on to fish. And
right after fish where you guys are tal king about your
next neeting, that's when we are going to be npbose hunting
and cari bou hunting. And like |I said, we are taking --
right now |I' m supposed to be working on fish. | took tine
out of ny life, ny way of life to cone here to speak to
you guys.

And yeah, | just wanted to say that. And yeah, |
hope you guys make the right decision. M life -- you
know, | got no kids, but this guy here, he's been hangi ng
out with ne for the I ast past since | got here, five days.
And yeah, I'"'mfighting for him So all of us here, we are
all doing a good job, and hopefully these peopl e nake the
ri ght choices for us.

And when | say we are Native Anerican, the Native
cone first, then Anerican. Al of us here, we feel kind
of mad, angry. When we see shootings going on in schools
down states, you know, we feel nad, frustrated. W fee
sorry for them And we are really religious. W pray for
people. We never even net that famly. W pray for them
W may never neet them but we still pray. So yeah, |
pray you guys that all you here make the right decision on
behal f of not us, but all Americans so they could go up

there, enjoy wal king on the | and and not seeing a bunch of
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oil rigs, you know.
That's all | have to say.

MR JOE BALASH: | would just like to
cl ose by saying thank you again. This is not the only
part of this conversation. |It's one that will continue
not just in Washington, D.C., but back here in Venetie and
Arctic Village again. So | |look forward to continuing to
tal k about the ways in which this programcan progress and
the ways in which we can shape the program put conditions
on | eases and do everything we can to mnim ze any i npact
on caribou, on waterfow, on fish. Those are all of the
things that we are going to be working very hard to
achieve in this process.

And words that you speak, the stories that you tell
us all help and hel p us nmake t he best decisions possible.
And | | ook forward to returning before there is snow on
t he ground.

So t hank you.

(Proceedi ngs adjourned at 1:33 p.m)

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY A. VAVRI K, RVR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken before
nme at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcri bed under ny direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that tinme; and that | amnot a party to nor have
| any interest in the outcone of the action herein
cont ai ned.

| N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscri bed

ny hand and affixed ny seal this _ day of June 2018.

MARY A. VAVRI K,
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Notary Public for Al aska

My Conm ssion Expires: Novenber 5, 2020

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100
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            1    P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S



            2                    MS. KAREN MOURITSEN:  Hello, everyone.  



            3    Thank you for being here.  We are going to get started.  I 



            4    think you all can hear me, right?  Okay.  I'm Karen 



            5    Mouritsen Acting State Director for BLM Alaska.  Thank you 



            6    for coming to our scoping meeting for the coastal plain 



            7    EIS.  Please continue getting breakfast and getting 



            8    situated.  



            9         And we first really want to thank the people of 



           10    Venetie for the wonderful dinner last night they provided 



           11    for us and for providing breakfast this morning.  



           12         So in a second, I'm going to introduce everyone.  



           13         Do we want to have an invocation?  Okay.  Opening 



           14    prayer and opening song.  And we are fixing the 



           15    microphone, so that will be in just a minute.  So continue 



           16    getting breakfast.  



           17         So why don't I introduce people while we are getting 



           18    the microphone hooked up.  I'll just shout.  How about 



           19    that?  I'm Karen Mouritsen, Acting State Director for BLM 



           20    Alaska.  Joe Balash is our Assistant Secretary for Land 



           21    and Minerals Management at Interior.  And we have got Greg 



           22    Siekaniec, the Regional Director of Fish & Wildlife 



           23    Service.  Nicole Hayes is our project manager.  Mary 



           24    Vavrik is our court reporter.  And before we start, I'll 



           25    give you a few tips on speaking so Mary can make sure she 
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            1    gets your words down correctly.  



            2         Let's see.  We have Hollis Twitchell and Brandon 



            3    Bosch from Fish & Wildlife Service.  Stand up and wave.  



            4    Chad Ricklefs and Amy Lewis, they are assisting us with 



            5    this meeting.  Mary Rose Gamboa is going to translate for 



            6    us.  Thank you, Mary Rose.  



            7         Mike Gieryic is here from Interior in the kitchen.  



            8    Thank you, Mike.  And that's everyone who has come.  



            9         So do we want to have the invocation now?  I guess I 



           10    can say a few -- There is a list for speaking.  So we are 



           11    going to have the invocation, and then Joe is going to say 



           12    a few words, and then the purpose here is to get comments 



           13    from you all.  And so please sign the list back there.  



           14         So when we do take comments from you, if you come up 



           15    here and speak into the microphone so that Mary can hear 



           16    you clearly and take -- Mary is taking down the 



           17    transcript.  If you want something translated, just wave 



           18    your hand or something and let us know.  We will have Mary 



           19    Rose translate.  When you give the comments, if you are 



           20    speaking in Gwich'in, that's great.  If you speak in 



           21    another language, would you please let Mary know because 



           22    she's noting down whether you are speaking in Gwich'in or 



           23    something else if she doesn't understand.  



           24         And please say your name clearly for Mary when you 



           25    start your comments so she can note down who it is.  
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            1         So should we -- do you want to say something first?  



            2                    MR. JOE BALASH:  Are we ready for the 



            3    invocation?  



            4                   (Invocation offered by Trimble Gilbert.) 



            5                   (A song was sung by the community and 



            6               drumming was performed.)



            7                    MS. KAREN MOURITSEN:  Okay.  Thank you.  



            8    We will have Joe say a few words, and then Nicole will 



            9    make her presentation, and we will get to the speakers.  



           10                    MR. JOE BALASH:  Good morning.  As Karen 



           11    said, my name is Joe Balash.  I'm the Assistant Secretary 



           12    for Land and Minerals Management at the Department of the 



           13    Interior.  And for many of you, you do know this already, 



           14    but while I live in the Washington, D.C. area now, I lived 



           15    in Alaska for 30 years.  This is my home.  



           16         And the process that we are undertaking here for the 



           17    Department of the Interior is a critical one, one that I 



           18    am personally involved in and attending all of these 



           19    scoping meetings and will be back to the region again as 



           20    this conversation moves along.  



           21         I know that there is enormous passion, and today when 



           22    you make your remarks, don't feel any hesitation.  Please 



           23    speak freely.  Communicate with us and tell us what is 



           24    important to you so that we make sure to take note of that 



           25    as we begin this Environmental Impact Statement process.  
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            1         Nicole is going to explain a little bit more about 



            2    what we are here today for and how that feeds into a 



            3    longer and larger process, but we are wanting to make sure 



            4    that we understand all of the right issues and we want to 



            5    make sure we evaluate all right issues in this process.  



            6         So if you would also just take note, we had a 



            7    conversation yesterday about making sure that the meeting 



            8    and hearing we are going to have on Friday in Washington, 



            9    D.C., I've secured two spots for Dr. Stern and for Tiffany 



           10    so they both get the opportunity speak in Washington at 



           11    the hearing in Washington, D.C.  



           12         So thank you for your hospitality.  Thank you for 



           13    hosting us here, and look forward to a productive meeting.  



           14                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Thank you, Joe.  Again, 



           15    I'm Nicole Hayes.  I'm the project manager for the coastal 



           16    plain oil and gas leasing EIS.  I'm going to go quickly 



           17    through the presentation because the reason why we're here 



           18    really is to hear from all of you.  And we do have to 



           19    leave by 1:30 today, and so we want to ensure we can hear 



           20    from all of you.  



           21         That being said, I think Tonya is going to help 



           22    facilitate.  So we are going to try and start with elders 



           23    so they can speak and share whatever comments that they 



           24    want to share with us on the record.  And then -- Tiffany 



           25    is going to ensure the speakers that have signed up can 
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            1    come up and speak.  And then we are going to try and keep 



            2    it to five minutes so everybody has an opportunity.  And 



            3    then if there is more time at the end, then you can come 



            4    up again if there is other things that you wanted to say.  



            5         After each slide I go through, Mary Rose is going to 



            6    translate.  Again, I'm going to be pretty quick.  So if 



            7    you have questions, during break please come up and find 



            8    me and ask whatever questions you may have.  



            9         Today we are going to go through why we're here, the 



           10    coastal plain oil and gas leasing program.  We are going 



           11    to discuss the requirements of the Tax Act which require 



           12    the oil and gas leasing program, what the agency 



           13    responsibilities are, why BLM is here, what Fish & 



           14    Wildlife Service's role is, what the NEPA process is and 



           15    what goes into the Environmental Impact Statement.  



           16         Subsistence and ANILCA Section 810, how that fits 



           17    together and how that rolls into the Environmental Impact 



           18    Statement and the NEPA process and how to participate.  



           19               (Translation into Gwich'in.) 



           20                    MS. MARY ROSE GAMBOA:  What I said is as 



           21    you speak, I like to do a short sentence at a time because 



           22    if you make it too long, then I forget what you say.  So I 



           23    could do it -- chop it up a little at a time and then I 



           24    can translate it.  



           25               (Translation into Gwich'in.) 
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            1                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  I'm going to do what 



            2    Mary Rose suggested and just do a couple sentences and 



            3    then pass the mic back to her.  So the Tax Cuts and Jobs 



            4    Act was enacted on December 22, 2017.  



            5               (Translation into Gwich'in.)



            6                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  It requires the 



            7    Secretary of the Interior, which delegated down to the 



            8    Bureau of Land Management, to implement an oil and gas 



            9    leasing program within the coastal plain area, the area on 



           10    the map.  It's the 1.6 million acres within the 19.3 



           11    million acres of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.  



           12               (Translation into Gwich'in.)



           13                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  It also requires us to 



           14    have a minimum of two lease sales, with the first one 



           15    being within four years of enactment of the Act, the 



           16    second one within seven years.  Each lease sale must have 



           17    or offer for lease up to 400,000 acres of the highest 



           18    potential hydrocarbon areas.  



           19               (Translation into Gwich'in.)



           20                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  And I said up to 



           21    400,000 acres.  It must be a minimum of 400,000 acres.  



           22               (Translation into Gwich'in.)



           23                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So regarding the agency 



           24    responsibilities for the oil and gas leasing Environmental 



           25    Impact Statement, BLM administers all federal mineral 
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            1    estate, including oil and gas under the Arctic National 



            2    Wildlife Refuge.



            3               (Translation into Gwich'in.) 



            4                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  BLM is responsible for 



            5    developing an oil and gas leasing program, and we conduct 



            6    the lease sales.  



            7               (Translation into Gwich'in.)



            8                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  The Fish & Wildlife 



            9    Service is responsible for administering the surface of 



           10    the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.  They manage the 



           11    surface, and they are also a cooperating agency in this 



           12    process, so we are working very closely with them.  



           13               (Translation into Gwich'in.)



           14                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  This next slide shows 



           15    the extent of the BLM oil and gas leasing and development 



           16    process.  We are in the leasing phase.  Our Environmental 



           17    Impact Statement is for the leasing program.  Any 



           18    subsequent or separate activities would require a separate 



           19    NEPA analysis or some sort of environmental document.  



           20               (Translation into Gwich'in.)



           21                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So this slide shows the 



           22    National Environmental Policy Act process.  It started 



           23    with enactment of the Act on December 22, 2017, but the 



           24    EIS actually was started with the scoping on April 20, 



           25    2018.  The parts of this process I really want to 
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            1    highlight are the public comment periods.  We are in one 



            2    of them right now.  It's the scoping phase.  It goes 



            3    through June 19, 2018 and also when the draft EIS goes out 



            4    for public comment.  I also want to highlight that 



            5    government-to-government consultation occurs throughout 



            6    the process, and so tribal councils and tribal governments 



            7    can provide input into the process during any time.  



            8               (Translation into Gwich'in.)



            9                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  And at the completion 



           10    of the Environmental Impact Statement process, which are 



           11    all these steps outlined on these slides, then we prepare 



           12    a Record of Decision and would hold the first lease sale.  



           13               (Translation into Gwich'in.)



           14                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  A critical part of the 



           15    NEPA process here in Alaska, but it's a separate process, 



           16    is subsistence and how it fits in with ANILCA Section 810.  



           17    ANILCA Section 810 requires an initial evaluation of the 



           18    leasing program's impacts to subsistence uses and 



           19    resources.  



           20               (Translation into Gwich'in.)



           21                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  If the initial 



           22    evaluation is it may significantly restrict subsistence 



           23    uses, subsistence hearings are held.  And these 



           24    subsistence hearings are held during the same time a 



           25    public comment meeting would be held, so the public 
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            1    comment meeting -- again, it's separate, so the public 



            2    comment meeting would wrap up, and then a subsistence 



            3    hearing would be held to receive input into the 



            4    subsistence impacts and the ANILCA 810 process.  



            5               (Translation into Gwich'in.)



            6                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  And once the final EIS 



            7    is prepared, the final determination, the final ANILCA 810 



            8    determination is appended to the final EIS.  



            9               (Translation into Gwich'in.)



           10                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So the decisions that 



           11    we have to make pertain to the alternatives and 



           12    development of the alternatives, what lease sale tracts to 



           13    offer for sale, what lease stipulations should be, so 



           14    where are the areas that you are most concerned about, 



           15    what are the resources you're most concerned about, what 



           16    are your recommendations for best management practices or 



           17    areas to avoid.  That's the type of input that we are 



           18    looking for and that we really need as we develop these 



           19    alternatives.  



           20               (Translation into Gwich'in.)



           21                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  To date we have seven 



           22    cooperating agencies:  The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, 



           23    as I mentioned, the Environmental Protection Agency, the 



           24    State of Alaska, the North Slope Borough, and the Native 



           25    Village of Venetie Tribal Government, the Arctic Village 
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            1    Council and the Venetie Village Council.  



            2               (Translation into Gwich'in.)



            3                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Cooperating agencies 



            4    provide input into the development of the Environmental 



            5    Impact Statement process, and they bring their specialized 



            6    expertise, so provide input into those sections in which 



            7    they have specialized expertise or jurisdiction by law.  



            8               (Translation into Gwich'in.)



            9                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Up on the screen is a 



           10    tentative schedule.  We did start the EIS process, the 



           11    Environmental Impact Statement process, with publication 



           12    of the Notice of Intent.  We are in the scoping period 



           13    right now.  According to the schedule, we will be 



           14    developing and we do have an alternatives workshop 



           15    scheduled for July.  We will be developing alternatives 



           16    this summer with publication of a draft EIS in the fall.  



           17    There will be a public review of that draft in the 



           18    fall/winter time frame.  We will revise that draft 



           19    Environmental Impact Statement based off of those public 



           20    comments we receive during that period, and then the final 



           21    EIS would be published in the spring of 2019 with a lease 



           22    sale and a Record of Decision in spring/summer 2019.  



           23               (Translation into Gwich'in.)



           24                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So this is just our 



           25    schedule of scoping meetings.  We have had all of them 
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            1    except for Kaktovik and Washington, D.C., which Kaktovik 



            2    is this afternoon, which is why we have to leave at 1:30, 



            3    and then Washington, D.C. is Friday.  So we look forward 



            4    to seeing several of you in Washington, D.C.



            5               (Translation into Gwich'in.)



            6                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  The most important part 



            7    of the scoping process is providing comments, so we will 



            8    start taking public comment as soon as I wrap this up.  



            9    But you can also go online and submit them on this web 



           10    address that's on the handout at the front desk with Amy 



           11    and Chad.  You can email them to that email address, or 



           12    you can mail them in via hard copy if you are not 



           13    interested, or you can do a combination.  So if you do 



           14    provide public comment today, please, if you have written 



           15    testimony, please provide that to Mary, as well.  



           16               (Translation into Gwich'in.)



           17                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So that concludes my 



           18    presentation.  And we can start taking public comment 



           19    right away.  



           20                    MS. MARGORIE GIMMELL:  Hello.  My name is 



           21    Margorie Gimmell.  I'm from Arctic Village.  Venetie is 



           22    part of the Native Village of Venetie Tribal Government.  



           23    Arctic Village and Venetie are one tribe.  And I just 



           24    wanted to welcome you guys here to this community and for 



           25    this day to share our knowledge and culture.  
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            1         And so let's see.  I have -- so I say I'm from Arctic 



            2    Village, which is also Vashraii K'oo in Gwich'in.  My 



            3    parents are Marion Swaney and the late David Albert.  My 



            4    grandparents are Abraham and Dorothy John.  I'm Neets'aii 



            5    Gwich'in from Arctic.  I have been here almost 40 years.  



            6    All I've known is my people's way of life, our traditional 



            7    culture.  I would like to talk about vadzaih, the caribou.  



            8    Like what a lot of my people say, the caribou cannot speak 



            9    for themselves, so we have to speak for them.  



           10         We want to protect our way of life.  People can view 



           11    us as poor.  We don't feel poor.  The most important thing 



           12    my tribe has taught me is that the land is important and 



           13    we are rich in land, and this is what is important to the 



           14    caribou.  Our people have to advocate for them to protect 



           15    all that's involved and all the people and the animals.  



           16         We are here.  We live here.  We know what is best for 



           17    our people.  Believe me when I say that this will 



           18    devastate our people, leave us with no culture and the 



           19    caribou with no home to go to.  And the caribou will be 



           20    confused and have nowhere to go.  



           21         Although the directive is to drill, we ask the 



           22    government for no-action alternative.  



           23         Mahsi'.  



           24               (Translation into Gwich'in.)



           25                    MS. TIFFANY YATLIN:  Hi.  My name is 
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            1    Tiffany Yatlin.  I'm from Arctic Village, and I'm the 



            2    tribal administrator for the Arctic Village Council.  I 



            3    have three children, ten, six and six months.  100 percent 



            4    of my people live off the caribou and the fish and the 



            5    birds.  The Arctic Refuge issue will really destroy it.  



            6    What will happen if we don't have any caribou?  My kids 



            7    and my people will be in danger.  The high cost of food in 



            8    our local stores are already high to get for our 



            9    residents.  The airfare and the freight also are high.  



           10    This is my third scoping meeting I have attended, and it's 



           11    not easy listening to all these comments and concerns.  



           12    And I hope you take this into consideration and think how 



           13    important this issue is to us.  Our livelihood is at 



           14    stake.  



           15         Mahsi'.  



           16                    MS. SARAH JAMES:  I'm going to be really 



           17    brief.  This is part of the testimony.  We have got -- we 



           18    got a whole map of where Gwich'in are living and what 



           19    place we are talking about, and people put down their body 



           20    to prove they want to save the Arctic.  And the paper they 



           21    hand out over there, there is also written.  If anybody 



           22    want to do written, be sure and do that.  And my brother 



           23    Gideon brought in arts and craft with caribou bones right 



           24    here that we do use it in arts and craft and way of life.  



           25    We've got drum to tell a story.  We have got a book here.  
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            1    It's called We Do It Ourself.  1991.  It's still good.  



            2    And we are going to submit this into the testimony from 



            3    Venetie.  



            4         And then we also got a friend that took a lot of many 



            5    good pictures of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, Art 



            6    Davidson.  The family are making a documentary for us.  So 



            7    if you could just let them tell our story.  And this is a 



            8    map shows where the mountain is at, where the caribou are 



            9    at now, all that kind of stuff.  



           10         And we got a new copy of National Geographic.  It's 



           11    already submitted by the photographer to the testimony.  



           12    And the title of the whole book is Planet or Plastic.  



           13    It's a pretty clear message here.  And it got a lot of 



           14    caribou here.  That's what we are talking about.  And this 



           15    is my only copy, but it already got submitted.  



           16         My name is Sarah James.  I'm the spokesperson for 



           17    Venetie Village, Arctic Village, and the whole 



           18    reservation.  I got honored by the whole tribe here to be 



           19    advisory.  And that's -- I'm really honored.  If anybody 



           20    doubt this, I got a copy here.  



           21         And there is more about our culture.  And yesterday I 



           22    was talking about what we are really talking about is it's 



           23    like the (Speaking in Alaskan Native language).  Iizhik 



           24    Gwats'an Gwandaii Goodlit.  Norma Kassi from Old Crow gave 



           25    it the name, Iizhik Gwats'an Gwandaii Goodlit, Sacred 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        17







            1    Place Where the Life Begin.  That means a birthplace.  



            2         Like me, a woman, when I had -- when I was going to 



            3    have my baby, I prepare to have my baby for nine months 



            4    and then to deliver, and then nursing and then training.  



            5    We did -- all the mother do that.  All life do that.  



            6    Caribou do that.  And that's the place they want to do gas 



            7    and oil development.  (Speaking in Alaskan Native 



            8    language.)  It's a good place, a safe place, a healthy 



            9    place to have caribou cow to have the calf.  And they have 



           10    done that for thousands of years.  



           11         Each and every one of those caribou -- right now I 



           12    think there is 250,000 Porcupine caribou herd, and each 



           13    one born right there.  It's been like that for thousands 



           14    of years.  



           15         Even when bow and arrow day, our people went through 



           16    a lot of starvation before.  It's not like -- they don't 



           17    even bother with calving ground then.  They let that thing 



           18    process so they can live.  And that's where they want to 



           19    do gas and oil development.  



           20         If there is any -- any -- we got our own expertise.  



           21    We need to sit with them government-to-government.  That's 



           22    what we are doing right now.  And we got our own expertise 



           23    that we can make our own decision as a government with 



           24    their government.  And that's what we are doing.  And 



           25    yesterday I was talking about that birthplace, Iizhik 
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            1    Gwats'an Gwandaii Goodlit.  



            2         And another thing is that once the oil is in there, 



            3    they are not leaving.  Like I said, they are going to come 



            4    in the summertime -- not summertime -- wintertime with ice 



            5    road.  There is always oil spill every day where there is 



            6    oil development.  And when it thaw out, it seep into the 



            7    tundra.  There is no technology in the world that will 



            8    clean up the seep into the tundra.  And the only clear, 



            9    clean water come from Brooks Range up here, and it drain 



           10    right into the Arctic Ocean.  Very small area, very small 



           11    coastal plain.  And that's where they need to go.  Once 



           12    that oil is there and the water comes through, the water 



           13    is going to get polluted in no time.  Short time from the 



           14    sale.  That's water source.  Ours is going the other way.  



           15         So once they are there, if they get this lease, they 



           16    are not leaving forever.  They are going to be there.  And 



           17    they call that development area, so we can't hunt.  They 



           18    can't have any birthing.  Right now over at Prudhoe Bay 



           19    and other development over on that side, people live 



           20    there, too, our friends.  They can't hunt.  They can't 



           21    fish there because it's a development area.  It's a lease 



           22    ground, a lease for oil.  And oil are the -- in charge of 



           23    it, and we can't even walk in and ask them questions.  



           24    That's the way it's going be.  



           25         And today I had no time finding caribou legging.  We 
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            1    use every part of the caribou, even to the hooves, to the 



            2    marrow, to the ligament.  This is how we skin them and 



            3    that's how we clean them.  It's the way we cook it, and we 



            4    eat it with dry meat.  We also get -- we love muktuk.  We 



            5    like hooligan or fish from the coastal plain.  



            6         So the Inupiaq up there or the Inuit people up there, 



            7    they are not our enemy.  We are still friends.  We are 



            8    still neighbors, respected neighbor from the time 



            9    beginning.  So don't make them feel like they are our 



           10    enemy.  They are not.  They are just traditional like us 



           11    that really don't want to see gas and oil development.  



           12    But it's the corporation that buys them good school, roads 



           13    and all that, say, you know, we have to go for more.  And 



           14    it's not really them.  So we share and we still friend and 



           15    they are not our enemy.  



           16         So I just want to make sure we use a rattler for the 



           17    hooves and the best foods and the warmest foods we have is 



           18    caribou leg and foods.  This is (Speaking in Alaskan 



           19    Native language.)



           20         And that's all I wanted to say.  I don't want to take 



           21    too much time.  And anybody have idea is -- you know, you 



           22    have a place right here that you can refer to.  That's 



           23    (Speaking in Alaskan Native language).  Okay.  



           24                    MR. ALBERT FRANK:  My name is Albert 



           25    Frank.  I'm the tribal chief.  I'm going to talk in my 
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            1    language.  (Speaking in Alaskan Native language.)  



            2                    MS. SARAH JAMES:  I think we have Eunice 



            3    Williams next.  She's one of the elders here in Venetie.  



            4                    MS. EUNICE WILLIAMS:  (Speaking in Alaskan 



            5    Native language.)  Friends and relatives, my name is 



            6    Eunice Williams.  I'm from Venetie, and I'm 81 years old.  



            7    But I'm trying to say, I can't speak it in English.  I 



            8    can't speak English good, so I'm going to say it in 



            9    Gwich'in.  So what I'm talking about, I'm going to talk 



           10    about -- I mean, I'm going to talk about caribou.  And now 



           11    (speaking in Alaskan Native language.)



           12         Mahsi' Choo.



           13                    MR. ABRAHAM HENRY, SR.:  Hello, everybody.  



           14    (Speaking in Alaskan Native language.)  No airplanes, no 



           15    boats.  We are here.  We raised here.  Every day we go out 



           16    and hunt for something to eat, you know, every day.  We 



           17    survive.  Our grandfather trained us.  We hunted, you 



           18    know.  We saw the animals.  I'm an old man now.  I'm 82 



           19    years old.  I'm trapping, hunting, climb the mountain.  I 



           20    have a trap line and everything, you know, on my 



           21    grandfather's place.  Now I don't know what I'm going to 



           22    say about it.  It's beautiful country, God's country.  



           23    Nobody bothered us.  Nobody.  Good living, you know, our 



           24    whole mountain.  [indiscernible]  My son passed away.  I'm 



           25    82 years old now.  Me and my family [indiscernible] I'm an 
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            1    old man.  I raised my children already.  I don't worry 



            2    about them no more.  I have been married 60 years now.  



            3                   UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER:  Translation.  



            4    She did want to leave the instruction for the people up 



            5    here after the translation is up to the -- to do the 



            6    translation.  Some people cancelled.  You got the list, 



            7    right?  



            8                    MR. JERRY FRANK:  Thank you for giving me 



            9    this opportunity to speak.  Mahsi' Choo.  I welcome the 



           10    visitors and all the delegations that have come in to be 



           11    part of this testimony here today.  I'd like to say thank 



           12    you to my Grandpa Santa Claus.  



           13         And also I like -- you know, I kind of want to go 



           14    back, kind of go back years where before all these going 



           15    to happen, we are pretty much like stress free, that we 



           16    live on this land that we depend on to harvest all our 



           17    food for our family, for everybody, all the way from great 



           18    grandpa to grandmas, mothers, families.  We are all bonded 



           19    strongly together, and we all depend on each other.  



           20         I kind of want to -- had kind of like a vision last 



           21    night that says our Gwich'in caribou were going to go to 



           22    Canada, and the other caribou was coming from Canada down, 



           23    and they met at the border line.  And the Gwich'in caribou 



           24    say, hey, and the Gwich'in Canada caribou say, eh?  



           25         Well, I'm heading back this way.  I got news for you.  
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            1    Eh?  And hey, they are going to drill on our land or where 



            2    we go feed on -- our food is over there, and these oil 



            3    companies in Washington, D.C. said they are going to drill 



            4    on where we are going to -- our calving ground for 



            5    thousands and thousands of years.  Eh?  Heck with you.  It 



            6    sounds like Washington, D.C. yourself, so I'm going to go 



            7    back and fight for it.  



            8         Fast forward.  I kind of want to bring out to this 



            9    story something that was going to bring out that point is 



           10    that we had -- I was in town, and they were having a 



           11    harvesting forum at Morris Thompson's, and I just happened 



           12    to stop by, and looking at all these Native arts and 



           13    crafts, and I walked in this room, and they were having -- 



           14    it wasn't that much people, but I knew there was people 



           15    from Canada Fish & Wildlife, probably Hollis.  Were you 



           16    there, Hollis?  Was it -- 



           17         But, when I thought about it last night -- and I know 



           18    Sarah was there.  It's harvesting management caribou, how 



           19    much is Canada going to take and how much we are taking 



           20    here.  And I want to keep that numbers, how much we take 



           21    per year for each people that hunt for caribou so they 



           22    can -- we can keep counting on it and know how much we 



           23    take, but save more for down the future.  



           24         And then out of somewhere, ANWR came out.  And 



           25    somehow the drilling came about.  And one person says we 
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            1    got the technology to go drill at an angle, and we don't 



            2    have to borrow that ANWR.  But we can drill underneath it 



            3    and suck all the oil out.  And somebody came up and stand 



            4    up over there, Gwich'in.  I have been here 300 million 



            5    years, and I'm eating caribou for 300 million years.  Also 



            6    someone stood up right in the center and got up and said 



            7    300 million years ago you were swinging from trees to 



            8    trees.  You had a long tail, a monkey.  



            9         But the point is, the two caribou, they were all 



           10    stressed out.  And that's the way I feel, too, now.  A few 



           11    years ago I was feeling good before the new administration 



           12    came into the window and says, hey, we are going to drill 



           13    ANWR.  The whole thing changes real quick.  It stressed me 



           14    out.  Is it going to stress out the caribou, too, when 



           15    they are going to be disturbed on their calving ground?  



           16    Are they going to be disturbed and are they going to be 



           17    stressed out?  Are they going to be able to do their 



           18    normal calving to sustain the whole Gwich'in people here 



           19    in interior?  Also plus the coastal people, they depend on 



           20    it.  They depend on everything for the food.  



           21         Everything we use from caribou, it -- if we disturb 



           22    and then they can't calve no more, it will be a blow to 



           23    us.  If you lose your caribou, you are going to lose your 



           24    language.  You are going to lose everything, who you are.  



           25    You just can't depend on the moose.  There is no more 
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            1    story for caribou.  So much how we depend on it.  



            2         So I don't want to take all your time.  I can say 



            3    words afterwards all day long, but I'll give somebody a 



            4    chance because these guys have to leave at 1:00.  



            5         So thank you very much.  And you guys think about it.  



            6    I think about it.  I think about my grandkids.  My 



            7    grandkids, they like that Native food.  They like it.  



            8    They say, Grandpa, what you going to cook today?  Well, 



            9    I'm going to dice it up and put macaroni in it.  What do 



           10    you call that?  Indian goulash.  All right.  On the top of 



           11    the Indian menu, we are looking at what we eat off this 



           12    land as delicacy.  You eat something wild, it's better 



           13    than anything else in the world.  Anything on top of the 



           14    Indian menu is.  Caribou is.  



           15         My mother is from Fort Yukon.  She migrated in 



           16    from -- her family migrated in from Canada area, 



           17    Whitehorse.  I can tell you all the stories about my 



           18    grandpa, how he found Fort Yukon.  He got stuck in a log 



           19    and got [indiscernible], there was a pretty girl standing 



           20    up there.  That's all it took.  



           21         Thank you very much.  



           22                    MS. CRYSTAL SISTO DRUCK:  Hello.  Welcome 



           23    to Venetie, visitors and family.  My name is Crystal Sisto 



           24    Druck.  I'm the great great granddaughter of Reverend 



           25    Albert Tritt.  My grandfather was the late Paul Tritt.  My 
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            1    grandma was the late Julia Tritt.  My parents are Vern and 



            2    Louise Sisco.  My father is from San Carlos, Arizona.  My 



            3    mother is from Venetie Indian Reservation.  I am the 



            4    mother of eight daughters and two sons.  



            5         I live here in Venetie.  And I'm not speaking for 



            6    myself, but I'm speaking for the children, my children, my 



            7    grandchildren, their future children.  My mom wishes she 



            8    could be here.  My daughter serves on the Venetie Village 



            9    Council.  Her name is Tiliisia Sisto.  It's her fifth year 



           10    running on the Venetie Village Council.  She is the 



           11    youngest member.  She is 23 years old.  She's a single 



           12    mother of two.  



           13         Right now all four of my oldest daughters wanted to 



           14    be here to testify, but one got invited to the 



           15    Denakanag'aa Elders and Youth Conference to represent 



           16    Venetie village.  That is Glenda Druck.  She's a TCC youth 



           17    delegate.  My other three got invited to the YEAH Summit, 



           18    youth environmental against alcohol and tobacco and 



           19    healthy living.  And my eldest that serves on the Venetie 



           20    Village Council is their chaperone.  So all four of my 



           21    daughters are out representing the Venetie village.  



           22         And so I'm here to speak first for my oldest daughter 



           23    Tiliisia.  This past winter, we did not have no meat.  We 



           24    had no food stamps.  We had no means of money.  Our 



           25    freezers were empty.  We were living off of fish that was 
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            1    given to us and sent to us from our friends in Grayling, 



            2    St. Mary's, Kaltag, Ruby and Rampart.  



            3         My daughter got paid.  She took her paycheck, bought 



            4    a round trip ticket to Arctic Village.  As soon as she got 



            5    off the plane in Arctic Village she shot her first caribou 



            6    this past spring 30 minutes after she got off the plane.  



            7    The next day she sent us four caribous.  So we were very 



            8    fortunate because if you go to the store, the little piece 



            9    of meat costs $27.90.  Times that by ten for 31 days, $270 



           10    times 31.  I cannot afford this dinner alone.  That does 



           11    not include breakfast and lunch for my family, plus we 



           12    have to pay for our own propane, which is $300 of propane, 



           13    which lasts 42 days.  We timed it every time.  



           14         My daughter bakes.  We bake.  We live off 



           15    subsistence.  We live off fish.  We live off birds, ducks.  



           16    95 percent of our groceries comes from this land.  Because 



           17    we are not rich -- my husband only has a part-time job.  



           18    My daughter has a part-time job.  I just stay home and 



           19    take care of the kids.  Five percent of our groceries 



           20    comes from Fairbanks.  But if you include freight -- so if 



           21    you are paying for a piece of meat or a box of meat, you 



           22    are paying for groceries for $70 in Fairbanks, plus you 



           23    still have to pay for it to get it here to Venetie, which 



           24    the freight costs -- with the freight prices rising, it's 



           25    very outrageous.  So basically that box of meat could feed 
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            1    my family for maybe a week and a half, but we are paying 



            2    almost $270.  



            3         Right now yesterday we paid $350 for two boxes of 



            4    meat, a thing of tissue, and pull-ups and diapers.  That 



            5    does not include the freight coming from Fairbanks.  



            6         Coming from a big family with limited income and 



            7    resources for my children, I just want to encourage you -- 



            8    I'm not a paid actress.  I'm not here standing in front of 



            9    you -- they didn't pay me to stand here to make you feel 



           10    sorry for me.  I'm an actual living person.  My daughters 



           11    would be here today but, like I said, they are out on 



           12    their training trying to get more trainings in their 



           13    systems to one day stand here and speak for their people.  



           14         But I just wanted to let you know that my daughter in 



           15    30 minutes got off that plane, filled our freezers, and we 



           16    still have caribou in our freezers.  She shot her first 



           17    caribou.  And then when she shot her first caribou, 



           18    traditionally you're supposed to give it away.  And there 



           19    was a dear friend of ours in Fort Yukon who passed away.  



           20    His name was Eric Luke.  My daughter sent that whole 



           21    caribou to Fort Yukon.  His family was very appreciative.  



           22    That's what we do in our Native way.  



           23         When a young person shoots their first kill, they 



           24    give it to the elders or anybody that's in need because 



           25    that's how we are.  We share with one another.  And if one 
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            1    person's freezer is empty, whether you have a big family 



            2    or not and you have no money in your pocket, you still 



            3    share.  We are not stingy people.  We love one another, 



            4    care for one another.  My children I have raised and 



            5    believe in God because my grandmother Julia, you could 



            6    smell her biscuits for miles around.  She used to live 



            7    right over here in this big blue house.  



            8         A few days ago on Sunday they had a singing and 



            9    service there.  It's been 22 years since I heard people 



           10    sing in that house and had prayer and hold hands.  My 



           11    heart felt good.  I walked in that house and I heard them 



           12    singing.  And that felt good because it was right before 



           13    this meeting and it gave me strength to stand here and 



           14    speak to all of you.  



           15         I know that you guys already have this goal of 



           16    drilling, but there are real people out there that have no 



           17    income, and there are a lot of people out there that has a 



           18    big family like myself.  My children live off the land.  I 



           19    have eight daughters.  They all shot something.  They all 



           20    know how to live off the land.  They all know how to get 



           21    on a four-wheeler to go get a load of wood.  If you see 



           22    four girls going to go ptarmigan hunting, you know that's 



           23    breakfast with pancakes.  



           24         We don't have a grocery store where we can go.  This 



           25    ain't Fred Meyer.  I mean, a loaf of bread don't cost 
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            1    $1.69.  A loaf of bread here costs maybe between six and 



            2    $9.  A box of cereal costs up to seven to $10.  And for my 



            3    family, that's just like one bowl each.  



            4         I just want to strongly encourage all of you to 



            5    listen to me.  This is my heart.  If you could read my 



            6    heart, to understand that there are real people out there 



            7    that really, really, really depend on this caribou.  And I 



            8    know.  I have been reading the newspapers and stuff 



            9    saying, you know, oh, yeah, but they are driving on 



           10    four-wheelers and this and that.  And how is their lights 



           11    going.  You know, there are other ways around everything.  



           12    If you really look deep down in your heart, you look for 



           13    alternatives.  



           14         I mean, destroying a whole tribe that depends on 



           15    this, it's like making us into a third-world country.  We 



           16    are in America and we are the ones standing in front of 



           17    you begging for our rights for our land.  



           18         Just earlier I was reading in a piece of newspaper 



           19    where this guy said how come if they know that they were 



           20    going to drill on their land, how come I feel like I got 



           21    stabbed in the back because my own people couldn't drill 



           22    on that land and we couldn't profit from it.  You know, I 



           23    was reading that in one of these Anchorage newspapers 



           24    articles, and sort of trying to hit me right there, you 



           25    know.  It's like, well, you know, if we could have drilled 
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            1    on this land long ago, you would think we would have done 



            2    that, you know.  But we don't want that.  Our children, 



            3    our grandchildren and our great grandfathers and great 



            4    grandmothers and those that passed on before us, they 



            5    fought for something that they truly believed in and they 



            6    left it here for us to live.  



            7         In the future if you guys drill that oil, I don't 



            8    know what my one person's words can say to make a 



            9    difference.  All I am doing is pleading for my children 



           10    and my daughter and her children and asking you please -- 



           11    I don't want the drilling here.  I don't want to pay 



           12    $27.90 for a little piece of steak that I have to split 



           13    ten ways.  



           14         That's all I have to say.  



           15                    MS. MARCIE WHITWELL:  Good morning.  I'm 



           16    wearing John Fredson's shirt today.  He's the guy who -- 



           17    how you say?  These are the guys who came up with our 



           18    reservation, these pictures right here.  These are our 



           19    elders that came up with the reservation, and this guy is 



           20    the one who helped them to sign -- teach them how to sign 



           21    their names so they could sign the petition to get the 



           22    reservation.  I'm just wearing this.  



           23         But I was thinking about what I was going to say.  



           24    And I had a dream yesterday.  See, I was born in Margaret 



           25    Creek down here.  And then we moved here.  And from here 
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            1    these elders, they -- somehow they communicated a long 



            2    time ago.  That was the way of Native -- our way.  But 



            3    anyway, they send my dad to Arctic because we grew up -- 



            4    they grew him up like a hunter to hunt for people.  And 



            5    anyway, they move us to Arctic.  And we got caribou meat 



            6    from there to send here because a lot of people went to 



            7    school in those days.  There was hardly any hunters, just 



            8    young people.  



            9         So that's where I came from, from going to Arctic.  



           10    And my dad brought all of our family -- there is Myra and 



           11    Kathy over there.  There is like seven of us.  We walked 



           12    through that whole Arctic Village mountains because we 



           13    were hunting for people to eat here.  That was a lot of 



           14    work.  I was just a little girl, but my dad told us this 



           15    is how we have to survive.  If we don't do this, grandma 



           16    will be hungry in Venetie.  So that was in our heart as 



           17    brother and sister.  And we did a lot so, you know, people 



           18    could eat here, and Arctic, too.  There was a lot of 



           19    elders, too.  And we fed all of them.  



           20         And now they are talking about this caribou.  I 



           21    almost went there before.  I went right toward that place 



           22    where they have that -- where they have those baby -- 



           23    calving and all that.  Anyway, when you go toward that, 



           24    you are actually going to feel something.  Something was 



           25    there as a little girl I couldn't understand, but for them 
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            1    those days, that was a big thing.  There is our life right 



            2    there.  This is our lifeline right there.  



            3         And I want to bring up, you guys are talking about 



            4    drilling on our land.  If you destroy our land, imagine 



            5    what we get at store when we go shopping for meat.  



            6    Antibiotics.  There is people getting sick from all that.  



            7    If you eat caribou, I don't worry about that because I 



            8    know where it came from.  And if I go to the store and 



            9    my -- you know, sometimes we go to the store and get meat, 



           10    we get sick off it.  Our kids get sick off it.  That's not 



           11    our way of life.  



           12         Our way of life is go up to the mountain, kill that 



           13    caribou, skin it and bring it back.  And you clean the 



           14    whole area.  You don't just leave it like that.  And Sarah 



           15    talked about all these bones you guys see.  The caribou.  



           16    The whole body, you could use it as a tool.  That's what 



           17    my dad taught me.  You could use anything for a tool on 



           18    that caribou, the animal; all the bones, everything.  They 



           19    don't waste nothing.  



           20         And they talk about this caribou fence where caribou 



           21    go in.  As soon as they kill that caribou, they come out.  



           22    My grandma said it worked so fast, they turn around, all 



           23    that blood and everything is gone because that's how much 



           24    respect we have for that land, for that animal.  So it's 



           25    very important, you guys.  (Speaking in Alaskan Native 
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            1    language.)  I don't need that.  I grew up here.  I don't 



            2    need paper to read what in my heart -- my heart is I got 



            3    eight grandkids and I want them to survive like I did.  



            4    You know, exercise is going, walking up there to get that 



            5    caribou.  It's not you go up with a plane and shoot it.  



            6    That's not us.  We got to walk and do it.  



            7         And you guys need to talk and talk from your heart.  



            8    These are for our kids.  Like someone said, caribou can't 



            9    speak for themselves.  We have to do it because God put us 



           10    here, and he gave us animals to protect.  If I see an 



           11    animal wounded, I got to kill it because I don't want to 



           12    see it suffer.  That's the way I grew up.  



           13         So we all grew up different way.  But guess what?  We 



           14    all got hearts in the same place.  We got blood flowing 



           15    the same way.  And I want you to understand that if 



           16    caribou was taken away, I cannot live on that store meat 



           17    over there.  That would make me sick.  I got to have my 



           18    Native food.  A lot of these elders are like that.  



           19         And it's very important that you guys talk for your 



           20    kids.  Do it for your kids and your grandkids because they 



           21    are important.  They are the future.  And right now 



           22    everything is happening.  A lot of bad things are 



           23    happening.  But guess what?  Thank God he take care of us, 



           24    every one of us.  Every day, even though no matter what we 



           25    do, he forgive us.  That's the way we grew up as a Native.  
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            1    Number one first is God.  You got to trust him with 



            2    everything you got because you see, I lost a brother, too.  



            3    He was only 18.  But God showed me you can be stronger 



            4    than that.  That's where he gave me that strength.  



            5         Like I said, please talk for caribou because it can't 



            6    speak for itself.  



            7         So God bless every one of you, and thank you for 



            8    being here.  



            9                    MS. SARAH JAMES:  We got 20 people on the 



           10    list, and we don't have very much time.  1:30 they have to 



           11    leave, and some of our visitors may not even get to speak, 



           12    so we'd like to have people speak in three minutes, if you 



           13    could.  And line -- and get ready to come on.  So even 



           14    walking from over here take a while.  So be here right on 



           15    the button.  



           16                    MR. ERNEST D. ERICK:  We need more time.  



           17    We need more time.  You got the time to be here.  We need 



           18    more time.  



           19                    UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  Give us more 



           20    time.  



           21                    MR. ERNEST D. ERICK:  That's what we need 



           22    here.  Thank you.  



           23                    MS. MARY BETH SOLOMON:  My name is Mary 



           24    Beth Solomon.  I'm a Gwichyaa Gwich'in from Fort Yukon.  



           25    I'm a council member down at Fort Yukon.  And my chief 
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            1    asked me to come up here and say a few words to you all.  



            2    I was here yesterday during the consultation, government 



            3    to government.  I understand all that.  I had a few notes 



            4    here, but who knows if I'll look at it or not.  



            5         However, I want you people to know that there are 



            6    other tribes up there supporting this issue of protecting 



            7    the calving grounds that we call 1002 at this time.  I 



            8    listened to the elders.  I listened to the leadership.  I 



            9    understand some of the process.  I have been to college.  



           10    That helped a little bit.  



           11         I've never really stood up and spoke to people on 



           12    this issue.  I talk to people in the background.  We visit 



           13    our friends and all that.  And I really support the issue 



           14    of no development, no drilling in 1002 area.  It's a 



           15    sacred ground.  You hear that over and over, and you will 



           16    hear that.  I'm as I stand here as a Gwichyaa Gwich'in, I 



           17    want you to know there are other indigenous people in 



           18    Alaska that support our efforts to protect this sacred 



           19    ground.  



           20         And the other thing I want to talk about was the EIS.  



           21    We talk about it over and over.  You have to understand 



           22    that once it's a written document, you better look at it 



           23    and have a say.  We can still change that document.  Even 



           24    from what we say might not all go in there, but if you 



           25    read it, you could make sure it gets in there.  And that's 
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            1    a message I want to bring to our young people now, that we 



            2    have to stand up.  



            3         I'm glad the way that Venetie/Arctic trained their 



            4    young people, try to get our young people away from drugs 



            5    and alcohol.  It's a hard job, but it can be done.  We 



            6    need to learn the tools and use it for the protection of 



            7    what we hold so dear to our heart that we depend on.  



            8         You know, I come from small people.  My great 



            9    grandfather is Johnny Frank, and Sarah Frank is my great 



           10    grandmother.  That's my mother's grandparents.  I'm the 



           11    father of Jonathan Solomon, Sr., and my mother is still 



           12    alive down there in Fort Yukon.  Her name is Hannah J. 



           13    Solomon.  



           14         So I just want you to know that, that I watch and 



           15    I've learned.  And I would really like to speak up on a 



           16    lot of issues, but with a heart of our people it can be 



           17    done.  And that's the message I bring from other 



           18    indigenous tribes to this village.  This is my home.  I 



           19    love this place.  I have been to Arctic.  I have been all 



           20    the places.  I brought my daughter when she was little.  



           21    You see that little girl walking around earlier, that's my 



           22    granddaughter.  I want them to get the feeling of my 



           23    community here.  



           24         This is where my mother is from.  She was born up 



           25    there in Arctic Village area, Smoke Creek.  She was raised 
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            1    up there.  She lost her mother when she was little.  So 



            2    she was allowed to live with certain people in the 



            3    villages sometimes.  But the main one that really raised 



            4    her was Christian.  And I got to meet all these elders 



            5    that we talk about.  I even met Myra Roberts.  That's way 



            6    back.  



            7         So anyhow, I did know all the elders.  I learned 



            8    lots.  That's the message that I believe from my heart and 



            9    from my tribe and all other indigenous people of the 



           10    world.  



           11         Mahsi'.  



           12                    MR. BOBBY TRITT:  Good morning or 



           13    afternoon.  Or morning yet.  My name is Bobby Tritt, for 



           14    the record.  I'm a council member of Venetie Village 



           15    Council and born and raised in Arctic Village.  My late -- 



           16    my parents were Christian Tritt, Sr., traditional chief.  



           17    Lily Tritt was my mother, both passed.  



           18         Anyway, I'd like to talk -- say and talk about 1002, 



           19    caribou, et cetera, the only place caribou herd -- 



           20    Porcupine caribou herd born and survive.  We need to -- we 



           21    need to stop.  Exploration we need to protect this area 



           22    1002 from exploration.  



           23         Here in Venetie we pay $9 a gallon.  In Arctic 



           24    Village they probably pay about $10.  Hardly any of my 



           25    people work up north.  Let's save 1002 for future 
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            1    generation.  Maybe 100 years, 200 years, maybe forever we 



            2    need to save this place.  



            3         Me, I speak for the animals.  I speak for Porcupine 



            4    caribou herd.  It's home to -- it's home to 250 animal 



            5    species up there, and millions of migration birds.  And 



            6    there is 180 different kind of birds that goes there, and 



            7    birds from as far away as Antarctica, Africa and all 50 



            8    states.  However, Porcupine caribou herd is our bread and 



            9    butter and our food.  



           10         So I would say stop exploration on 1002.  I'd like to 



           11    thank everybody here in Venetie, Arctic Village, all our 



           12    visitors.  You guys are welcome to our town, including all 



           13    of you.  And I'd like -- that's all I've got to say for 



           14    now.  



           15         Thank you.  



           16                    MR. WILL MAYO:  I have so much that's in 



           17    my heart that I'm going to go ahead and use a few notes so 



           18    I don't miss some important things.  So with that, my name 



           19    is Will Mayo.  I'm here today for the Tanana Chiefs 



           20    Conference.  That's officially.  But in my heart, I'm here 



           21    to support the Gwich'in Nation.  All of the tribes in this 



           22    region, 42, they all support Gwich'in Nation in their 



           23    fight to protect the 1002 area from development.  But 



           24    Congress has made their decision, and this thing is on a 



           25    downward slope that we are not going to be able to stop.  
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            1         So today we are scoping what they are going to look 



            2    at as they make decisions that have already been made.  



            3    They are scoping.  I wish I could have confidence that the 



            4    scoping will be real, but I'm not going to lie to you.  



            5    I'll speak the truth.  I don't see that.  I see this as an 



            6    exercise, checking off the next thing on the list.  And my 



            7    heart grieves.  



            8         Our people are suffering another trauma.  They talk 



            9    about cultural trauma of the people.  And you are 



           10    witnessing it happening right here.  Our hearts are heavy, 



           11    like they are tearing them out.  Political decisions are 



           12    made.  



           13         If I thought proposing a scope was really going to 



           14    help, this is what I would say:  Don't mess around with 



           15    the calving ground.  Stay away.  Everybody knows caribou 



           16    won't calve where people are.  They like to say the 



           17    caribou get along with the pipeline.  Those aren't calving 



           18    caribou.  Those are migrating feeding caribou.  They don't 



           19    care.  They can live with the pipeline.  But when they 



           20    calve, they go far away to a safe and secret place where 



           21    they know from generations they won't be disturbed.  



           22         If I thought that proposing a scope would really make 



           23    a difference here, I would propose that there would be 



           24    established a balanced team of scientists -- some federal, 



           25    some state, some from the Native community -- who would go 
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            1    and do balanced, true scientific research.  What does it 



            2    mean to calving caribou behavior when trucks come in, when 



            3    roads are built, when infrastructure is established?  And 



            4    where will those caribou go if they won't calve there?  



            5    The only place they can go is east.  The only other place.  



            6         Those caribou chose that place for a reason, and they 



            7    are smart.  They know what works to protect their young.  



            8    They know they need the wind that's there.  They need that 



            9    wide open plain so they can see predators.  They need the 



           10    wind to blow away the mosquitoes because mosquitoes will 



           11    exsanguinate calves to death.  They know why they calve 



           12    there.  To the east is mountains.  You go over more 



           13    mountains, and finally you come to a coastal plain on the 



           14    Canada side that's similar, and sometimes they calve 



           15    there.  



           16         My fear is that they will go east because they will 



           17    come back down the mountain, they will see out there, oh, 



           18    there is roads, there is pumps, there is people, it stinks 



           19    here, and they won't calve there.  They will keep going.  



           20    And the only way they can go is east.  



           21         And what will that do to the path that they take when 



           22    they pass by your villages here?  What will it do when 



           23    their migratory routes possibly shift to the east?  These 



           24    people here, they will be left high and dry, more trauma.  



           25    More trauma.  
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            1         I'm sorry.  I was going to do proper protocol.  I 



            2    wanted to speak in front of the Venetie Village Chief 



            3    Dennis Erick, the Native Village of Venetie Chief Steve 



            4    Frank, and Arctic Village Chief James John, traditional 



            5    chiefs Abraham Henry, Sr. and Trimble Gilbert.  I wanted 



            6    to first ask your permission to address you on your land.  



            7    I failed to do that because I'm not supposed to take too 



            8    long.  



            9         And I really respect your leaders for your standing 



           10    up and your past leaders who are chiefs, like Gideon 



           11    James, Sarah who always spoke up.  Ernest.  I remember 



           12    these chiefs from a long time ago.  



           13         So I just want to say my village is Tanana (speaking 



           14    in Athabascan).  It's about 250 miles east of here.  When 



           15    they built the pipeline and the road to support it, no 



           16    more caribou came behind our village.  We would go behind 



           17    our village 14 miles.  We would go over the rise in the 



           18    alpine country, and we would see caribou.  We could bring 



           19    it home.  You can go up there any time now, you will never 



           20    see them again.  They never come back.  It's a trauma.  



           21         I'll make a couple more points.  I know I took too 



           22    much time, Sarah.  I think Sarah lost her watch, though.  



           23         So protect that ground.  And I think a real balanced 



           24    scientific study without political interference.  



           25    Political interference would be that if a true study was 
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            1    given that would show the impacts on subsistence, truly 



            2    show it, that that study, balanced study would get buried.  



            3    That's my fear because I've seen that before.  I have been 



            4    around a long time in leadership.  I've seen supportive 



            5    documents suddenly disappear.  They never get spoke of 



            6    again.  



            7         And I want to say directly -- is it director?  I'll 



            8    call you Director Joe Balash.  I thank you for coming and 



            9    being here, and your team.  And thank the Lieutenant 



           10    Governor for being here, Byron Mallott.  He knows what we 



           11    are talking about.  Just because he's Lieutenant Governor 



           12    doesn't mean he doesn't know.  He's been a voice for 



           13    Native issues for a long time.  Commissioner Cotten.  



           14         But that would be my heart, and I think such a 



           15    balanced study would show that there would be an EIS 



           16    finding and a decision of record that would show that 



           17    there would be irreversible impacts on this subsistence 



           18    living, this resource, and that the best recommendation is 



           19    to drill somewhere else.  



           20         Thank you very much.  



           21                    MR. TRIMBLE GILBERT:  Mahsi' Choo.  I'm 



           22    glad you are all here and talk to the people here.  The 



           23    last meeting in Arctic I wasn't there because I'm busy in 



           24    Fairbanks.  I missed the whole thing.  And I hear a lot of 



           25    good things about it.  So this time I was in Fort Yukon 
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            1    busy for two weeks.  And then I'm very lucky.  The Tanana 



            2    Chiefs brought me over here.  Brought quite a few of us.  



            3         And I'm glad Willie is here with us.  And I get to 



            4    know him since many years and standing right in front of 



            5    the TCC group all the time.  So when I travel around and 



            6    when Willie is with me, I'm really happy to have him all 



            7    the time.  



            8         So support is very important.  We all need some time 



            9    where -- too far north.  We live too far north, and we are 



           10    isolated, cold.  Even right now.  Yesterday it was cold.  



           11    But we still hang around up this way.  We don't want to 



           12    leave.  And my wife should be here, but she was kind of 



           13    slow, and she is in Fort Yukon now, so she is going to be 



           14    home on Saturday.  



           15         You know, I remember it way back, 1935.  I don't 



           16    know -- I'm probably the oldest one.  I don't know.  1935.  



           17    And ever since there has been quite a change up this way.  



           18         You know that some people said who is your neighbor.  



           19    Caribou.  Caribou and all kind of animals.  I grew up with 



           20    lot of birds.  This time of the year, middle of May, 



           21    thousands, thousands of birds coming back.  Noisy.  Now 



           22    you hardly hear any birds on this area.  There is quite a 



           23    few, but they don't make noise.  Even wolf never howl 



           24    again.  They know what's going on.  Everything is -- all 



           25    the animals decrease now and slowly.  What's going on?  If 
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            1    we don't say nothing, we going to end up nothing the next 



            2    generation to come, like you see the animal and all the 



            3    resource we have.  That worries me.  



            4         About 30 years ago, that pipeline start.  I felt -- I 



            5    thought we -- everything going to be cheap and the oil, 



            6    gas going to be cheap.  You know how much we pay for it in 



            7    Arctic is $10 a gallon.  The same time they don't 



            8    [indiscernible].  That's what we have been using for many 



            9    years.  That's the one that don't burn too much gas.  So 



           10    that's the problem.  



           11         So the next thing is election times.  Make sure all 



           12    the Native people should remember that when you vote.  The 



           13    nation is kind of split now.  More and more people on 



           14    other side.  And we lost last time.  We have a problem.  



           15    Before the election times, they ask for vote everywhere 



           16    they travel.  And then after they were elected, I tried to 



           17    say hi to them, but they never say hi to me no more.  



           18         We have to do the right way next time, next election 



           19    that's coming.  We might -- I thought maybe the world is 



           20    just split already.  Communities are split, too, 



           21    everywhere.  We might lose again.  Then we going to have 



           22    more problem.  Seems to me they don't care about up this 



           23    way.  Oh, they live up there.  They got everything.  So we 



           24    always have problem during election times.  



           25         And the Porcupine herds are very healthy herd.  They 
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            1    cover the whole area, Arctic all the way to Canada.  There 



            2    is like -- Sarah -- Sarah Abel, old woman, talk it.  It's 



            3    like the food is like this.  Okay.  The next one will be 



            4    Venetie.  Next year going to be Arctic.  Next year going 



            5    to be Old Crow.  So our people using this.  And also 



            6    sharing is the big word from the last 10,000 of year.  We 



            7    share one another with the caribou.  Also that Yukon 



            8    River.  Also not only that, we sharing and look after each 



            9    other with what we got.  That's what I meant a little 



           10    while ago.  And we have been away from each other, but we 



           11    are just like one family.  Now we working on that.  The 



           12    whole Native of Alaska should be one unity people, and we 



           13    can be strong.  We can protect in what resource we have in 



           14    our country.  



           15         Sure, that Porcupine herd is still healthy and they 



           16    hang around more the last few years.  And they don't go 



           17    over very much.  But with that Central herd has joined our 



           18    caribou, but they are kind of separated and they are on 



           19    this side of the mountain of Arctic Village.  People knows 



           20    it because Central is small, and they are kind of not very 



           21    fat.  But Porcupine herd this year it's healthy again, and 



           22    the populations of the caribou has increased more and more 



           23    caribou we got than before.  



           24         So we asking for help and help that our voices not 



           25    reach further down to the D.C., but we got some people in 
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            1    Juneau, and we need more and more educated people to fight 



            2    for us.  And this is not the only problem we are going to 



            3    have.  Like we are going to have more and more problems 



            4    because we -- we should know better than that what we 



            5    need.  



            6         Now we talk about Yukon River.  Water.  Water is very 



            7    important.  They keep saying that next ten years, maybe 



            8    more than that we can drink water from the Yukon River.  



            9    Also the Brooks Range.  That's good water.  It's coming 



           10    this way.  There is clear water in this river.  Down other 



           11    side is good water, too.  So caribou -- animal is kind of 



           12    looking for that birth, breeding place.  



           13         So all the birds -- I don't know.  Some of the ducks 



           14    we never see them no more.  Birds are same thing.  That 



           15    worries me.  And we don't -- we don't say nothing, then we 



           16    going to have more problems than 30 years ago.  I thought 



           17    we going to have better life, but in the last 30 years, 



           18    you should see the graveyard in every community.  It's 



           19    bigger and bigger because of the alcohol, drugs and 



           20    alcohol, something that's not good for the Athabascan 



           21    people, not only here, but all over Alaska, Native people, 



           22    more crimes and all that.  A lot of them been lost with 



           23    alcohol.  Some of the village we losing that populations 



           24    near the pipeline, like down Stevens Village and all that.  



           25    I hope they come home someday to have a good life.  
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            1         So I'm the elder, so I could say anything I want to 



            2    because I got to say something for the future generations 



            3    to come.  So I'm glad you are here for the support, and we 



            4    would like to welcome you so we -- we do need the help and 



            5    the voice.  More and more rich people, and those are the 



            6    ones, they don't -- I know they don't want to hear our 



            7    voice.  Even in election time I talk about it.  We never 



            8    see them around here.  Before election time they come 



            9    around for vote, and then after they have been elected, I 



           10    never see them for the next four or five years.  



           11         So thank you very much for invite us.  So we are 



           12    leaving this afternoon.  And I hope you have more -- you 



           13    meet more people, Native people and talk about this 



           14    caribou.  And God bless you, all of you.  



           15         Thank you.  



           16                    DR. CHARLEEN FISHER:  (Speaking in Alaskan 



           17    Native language.)  My name is Dr. Charleen Fisher.  I'm 



           18    from Beaver, Alaska.  I'm the Executive Director of the 



           19    Council of Athabascan Tribal Governments.  Thank you very 



           20    much to the people of Venetie for allowing me to speak 



           21    today.  



           22         The Council of Athabascan tribal governments is a 



           23    tribal consortium founded in September of 1985 with the 



           24    vision of self-sufficient communities and a shared 



           25    commitment to promoting common goals.  The ten remote 
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            1    Gwich'in and Koyukon Athabascan tribes that form CATG are 



            2    Arctic Village, Beaver, Birch Creek, Circle, Canyon 



            3    Village, Chalkyitsik, Fort Yukon, Rampart, Stevens Village 



            4    and Venetie.  The CATG tribal consortium strongly opposes 



            5    oil and gas leasing and development in the coastal plain 



            6    as one.  



            7         The Gwich'in and upper Koyukon traditional land use 



            8    areas of the upper Yukon Flats encompass what is now the 



            9    Yukon Flats National Wildlife Refuge and part of the 



           10    Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.  The Council of 



           11    Athabascan Tribal Governments has a standing resolution 



           12    titled the Resolution to Permanently Protect the 



           13    Birthplace and Nursery Grounds of the Porcupine Caribou 



           14    Herd in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, and it 



           15    asserts and affirms the Gwich'in peoples' rights, inherent 



           16    right to continue their way of life as recognized by the 



           17    U.S. Senate.  The Gwich'in have consistently advocated for 



           18    the Iizhik Gwats'an Gwandaii Goodlit, the Sacred Place 



           19    Where Life Begins, to protect their natural environment 



           20    and cultural practices.  Since time immemorial CATG tribes 



           21    and their tribal membership have lived in reciprocity with 



           22    these lands and the resources therein and have a spiritual 



           23    relationship to the Porcupine caribou herd.  



           24         Government-to-government consultation should always 



           25    be meaningful, productive and measurable for tribes and 
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            1    their governments and should be adequately involved in all 



            2    aspects, as it directly affects their lives and 



            3    well-being.  



            4         This scoping period is much too short to properly 



            5    solicit comments from Alaskans, Native and nonNative, 



            6    rural and urban, young and old, rich and poor, and the 



            7    greater American citizenry.  This process does not allow 



            8    for the proper inclusion of Alaska Native knowledge 



            9    systems and traditional use patterns and the impacts of 



           10    development in a thorough and thoughtful way.  My own 



           11    tribe, Beaver, the Beaver Village Council, and Fort Yukon 



           12    requested to have scopings in their communities and were 



           13    denied, and this excluded their tribal membership and many 



           14    people.  



           15         This process also is very divisive.  Many of us have 



           16    much more in common than this process is going to 



           17    represent in the comments solicited.  Many of the Alaska 



           18    Natives throughout the state live a subsistence way of 



           19    life, have a spiritual relationship to the animals and the 



           20    natural environment.  The Iizhik Gwats'an Gwandaii 



           21    Goodlit, the Sacred Place Where Life Begins, or the 



           22    coastal plain or the 1002 area is a significant birthing 



           23    ground to many species of migratory birds, fish and 



           24    nonmigrating mammals, as well as the Porcupine caribou 



           25    herd.  
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            1         In the 50-plus years the Arctic National Wildlife 



            2    Refuge has existed, the Porcupine caribou herd has 



            3    maintained stable numbers.  No other caribou herd has 



            4    development in their birthing grounds.  And the 



            5    possibility that significant damage to the health of the 



            6    Porcupine caribou herd as well as the population is a 



            7    serious possibility.  The Porcupine caribou herd is a 



            8    vital part of the Gwich'in people's way of life and diet.  



            9    The remote communities of CATG depend heavily on the 



           10    Porcupine caribou herd for sustenance and to teach our 



           11    children the way of how to live in Alaska's Arctic 



           12    climate.  



           13         The eastern part of the 1002 areas are critical to 



           14    calving caribou.  But considering some of the areas, the 



           15    distance between the mountains and the coast are only 20 



           16    miles, the entire 1002 areas is critical habitat to the 



           17    Porcupine caribou herd and will the -- the impacts of 



           18    harming the herd will affect social, economic and 



           19    spiritual connections of our Gwich'in people.  



           20         CATG stands firm in their resolution to protect the 



           21    Porcupine caribou herd birthplace as a sacred place.  We 



           22    are very disappointed that the scoping wasn't extended and 



           23    feel that this process is unjust.  The CATG support a 



           24    no-action alternative, encourage meaningful discussion 



           25    regarding management, research and stewardship of the 
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            1    Porcupine caribou herd.  



            2         (Speaking in Alaskan Native language.)  We will live 



            3    off the animals.  This water -- this land and water is 



            4    special to us and we hold it for the future generations 



            5    with God's help.  



            6         Mahsi' Choh Shalak maii.



            7                    MR. SAM ALEXANDER:  (Speaking in Alaskan 



            8    Native language.) I want to thank the community of Venetie 



            9    for allowing me this opportunity to speak.  I know you 



           10    have a lot of tribal members, so giving me this 



           11    opportunity, I appreciate it a lot.  



           12         I was invited by CATG and I was directed by our 



           13    elders to come up here and speak a little bit.  



           14         So I grew up in Fort Yukon, but I live in Fairbanks.  



           15    Several years ago I got a master's degree in business from 



           16    Dartmouth.  So when we think about the decisions in front 



           17    of us and what we see from our government, it's good to 



           18    think about the business aspect of it.  



           19         And so how do businesses make decisions?  Well, they 



           20    make decisions based on data.  And so they create these 



           21    predictive models.  These predictive models tell them 



           22    should we invest or should we not invest.  Well, that data 



           23    that's being used for decisions in ANWR is very new data 



           24    and very incomplete data, if we think about it.  Gwich'in 



           25    people have been here for tens of thousands of years, and 
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            1    that's tens of thousands of years of data that we have.  



            2         Now, not all data is equal.  Some data is good data 



            3    and has actually produced results.  Some data is faulty 



            4    data.  We know that our data is good because we are still 



            5    here.  We survived.  Congratulations.  



            6         So I understand that it can be difficult for people 



            7    from the west to understand what we are talking about and 



            8    really respect the data that we have.  I understand that 



            9    because I've fallen into this trap myself.  Last year I 



           10    was out hunting moose with my father.  And we were out on 



           11    the land.  And my father is an older guy.  And I have been 



           12    gone from Alaska for a long time and just moved back 



           13    within the past several years.  So we went out hunting.  



           14    And I used to be a Special Forces officer in the Army, so 



           15    I know how to be on the land.  I know what I'm doing.  I'm 



           16    a Green Beret here.  



           17         So we go out and we are hunting.  And he's in the 



           18    front of the boat, and I'm sitting in the back.  I'm 



           19    driving the boat.  And he sees a real fat black bear just 



           20    right there on the shore.  I thought, boy, he's going to 



           21    shoot that black bear.  And he pulled up his gun.  And he 



           22    looked at it for a bit, and he put his gun down, dropped 



           23    his gun down.  And we were -- I slowed down a little bit, 



           24    and the bear ran off.  



           25         And I said, hey, how come you didn't shoot that bear?  
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            1    He said, you know, I was thinking about it, but the bear 



            2    is always in front of the moose.  And I was thinking to 



            3    myself, talking to him is like reading a fortune cookie.  



            4    What the hell does that mean, the bear is in front of the 



            5    moose?  I don't understand that.  And then we turned the 



            6    corner and there was a moose there.  



            7         Of course -- of course he was able to determine that 



            8    before I was because he has better data than I do.  He was 



            9    listening to that 30,000 years of data.  



           10         So I think that's what we are here to tell you.  At 



           11    least that's what I'm here to tell you is that you need to 



           12    respect the data.  You need to respect the traditional 



           13    knowledge that's 30,000 years accumulated.  And we know 



           14    it's good data because we are still here.  



           15         So listen to the data.  Listen to our elders.  



           16    Respect our land.  Respect our knowledge.  And don't 



           17    drill.  



           18         Mahsi'.



           19                    UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  (Speaking in 



           20    Alaskan Native language.)



           21                    MR. ROBBIE MARTIN:  Hi.  My name is Robbie 



           22    Martin.  I'm from Venetie.  My parents are Shayna Tritt 



           23    and James Martin of Arctic Village and Venetie.  My dad 



           24    taught me how to cook over a campfire out in the woods.  



           25    And I learned how to cook ducks and cut the caribou and 
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            1    use some of the parts to cook over the fire.  And I'm 13 



            2    years old.  



            3         It's a blessing to have.  I don't want to throw that 



            4    away.  It's hurting us to think that the oil companies are 



            5    trying to take over what we have, such as our land, 



            6    animals, what we rely on, most importantly, the caribou.  



            7         Mahsi' Choo.  



            8                    MR. JAMES JOHN:  Hello.  James John.  



            9    (Speaking in Alaskan Native language.)  Hello.  My name is 



           10    Jimmy.  James, better known as Jimmy.  My story, when I 



           11    was young, I hunt a lot.  Yeah.  I hunt from a little boy.  



           12    My forefathers, they teach me how to hunt.  I never give 



           13    up.  So like right now, I don't have no kind of stuff to 



           14    hunt with.  I just go out in my Indian way.  I got no bow 



           15    and arrow, you know.  I go out and hunt, and I come home I 



           16    make sure I got everything, from waterfowl to moose, 



           17    sheep.  All those animals, I hunt them, I eat them, I 



           18    never give up.  



           19         These people here are the same.  They hunt.  They 



           20    fish.  They build camp.  They do everything they want.  



           21    But if you go to the Lower 48, you can't do that.  My 



           22    country, my land you could.  Even right now, you go out 



           23    there, you go fishing.  You go fishing down there, you got 



           24    to have a permit.  You don't do that around here.  Hunt 



           25    the same way.  We do that.  
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            1         And right now, all these kids around here, I want 



            2    them to get up, stand up and go on.  I tell them who they 



            3    are.  They have to because when they grow up now, I want 



            4    them to hunt everything in front of them.  And when I grew 



            5    up, I don't have it.  It's not there for me.  I have to 



            6    [indiscernible] for them to -- for the next generation.  



            7    And we have to do that.  



            8         And the caribou, we take care of it just like we take 



            9    care of ourselves.  We use every part of it.  Every part 



           10    of the animal we get, we got a name for it.  Yeah.  Every 



           11    little part we got, we eat them, down to the hooves.  



           12    Yeah, we boil the hooves.  We eat it.  Every part, eyeball 



           13    and all.  Yeah.  



           14         And the water, when we get water, we just go down the 



           15    bank right there in the water.  You can jump in the boat, 



           16    get a cup and drink it like that.  We go on the land and 



           17    see a puddle of water, you are so thirsty, we just bend 



           18    over and just take a shot of water.  It's unheard of.  You 



           19    get going.  That's the way we are.  But I know some of the 



           20    animals, like those ground squirrels, it's like a long 



           21    time ago if you go up our land [indiscernible], you might 



           22    get -- maybe from here to maybe my village all those 



           23    little animals will be gone from that -- [indiscernible] 



           24    underground.  They will all go.  There won't be nothing.  



           25         The caribou they go up many miles.  They go down to 
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            1    Beaver Mountain.  They travel.  They come home and go home 



            2    to have their calves.  That's many miles, rugged area.  



            3    And when they make it, they make sure they have their calf 



            4    very good and they come home and they come back to our 



            5    village where we can be, you know, happy people.  



            6         And these caribou, they are having a hard time right 



            7    now with the mosquitoes and all that bother them.  It's 



            8    hard for them to keep up.  And they can't speak.  The 



            9    caribou don't speak.  So we got to fight for them.  And 



           10    many years from now it will be hard for these people to 



           11    get up.  They have to be educated to speak to you people 



           12    as we are today.  



           13         Like those little children I was speaking to you, 



           14    when they grow up, hey, what happened, you know.  They 



           15    will speak up again.  Maybe they will be in front of you, 



           16    you know.  It's like that to us.  And they are pretty 



           17    smart.  They never give up on what they do.  --



           18         Being a chief, it's hard.  Yeah, pretty hard to be a 



           19    chief, yeah.  You got to take care of your people, a lot 



           20    of respect and all that.  You can't be mean and all that. 



           21    You know the game.  Being an Indian, it's pretty hard.  



           22    Everyday life as Indians, like what you see today, you 



           23    can't -- it's pretty hard.  



           24         Our fuel costs many dollars.  When we go hunting, 



           25    I spend as little as I can to save money.  I come home 
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            1    with maybe one moose.  Probably I'll spend about $1,800 



            2    just to get one moose.  That's good for me so my people 



            3    will eat.  I don't ask for it.  You know, that's the way 



            4    life is.  And you continue on.  The people -- you should 



            5    understand it pretty good.  You know, we love each other 



            6    pretty good and we respect each other.  I hope you guys 



            7    can understand what we are talking about and make sure you 



            8    hear what we are saying.  



            9         Mahsi' Choo.  



           10                    MR. KYLE ALEXANDER:  My name is Kyle 



           11    Alexander.  I am 16 years old, and I will one day shoot my 



           12    first caribou.  But if you drill, I am afraid I won't 



           13    shoot my first caribou or ever see them again.  Being a 



           14    young man, I want to grow up and provide for my family.  I 



           15    want to one day teach the younger kids how to hunt 



           16    caribou.  This is our life.  Please don't drill oil on the 



           17    calving grounds.  



           18         Mahsi' Choo.  



           19                    MR. RAYDAN TRITT:  My name is Raydan 



           20    Tritt.  My parents are Shayna Tritt and James Martin.  



           21         And I want to say that everybody knows their first 



           22    experience hunting.  Like your first caribou, you are 



           23    being nervous at first.  When we take that shot, you are 



           24    excited after you took that shot.  And your dad or your 



           25    mom will celebrate you, and your elders, too.  You like to 
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            1    see your family so excited, you get too excited once in a 



            2    while.  For me, I shot three caribou my first time.  I got 



            3    too excited, and my dad told me to calm down.  So I want 



            4    to go hunting again, but I know that won't happen again 



            5    next time.  I was hoping I go hunting next winter.  



            6         And -- sorry I forgot -- if you guys drill, I'm 



            7    afraid the next generation won't get their first 



            8    experience of hunting and they won't see their family 



            9    excited.  And actually, that's it.  Sorry.  



           10                    MR. STEVE FRANK:  Steve Frank, Native 



           11    Village of Venetie Tribal Government, tribal chief.  I 



           12    just want to tell Joe -- I try to tell Joe a little story 



           13    every day about all the wrong things that have been done 



           14    to Native Americans throughout history.  Joe, I want you 



           15    to know we are people just like you.  We have our dreams 



           16    and grandkids.  



           17         Albert served in Vietnam, and Jerry was in the Army.  



           18    But I kind of want to tell you a little story about my 



           19    father, Albert's father and Jerry's father.  When they 



           20    were growing up, they had one gun, one steel ball.  



           21    Jerry's father was the shooter.  Whenever he missed, my 



           22    father or Nathaniel had to go and dig up that bullet.  So 



           23    I'm just -- I want you to know we are people just like 



           24    you, you know.  We all grew up.  Think about that, you 



           25    know.  
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            1         I was going to say something more, but that's just a 



            2    little story I wanted to tell you just so you make the 



            3    connection that we are people just like anybody else.  



            4    Okay.  



            5         Thank you.  



            6                         MR. GIDEON JAMES:  Thank you for 



            7    giving me the opportunity to speak.  My name is Gideon 



            8    James.  I live in Arctic Village, and I'm one of the 



            9    elders.  And I grew up with Trimble.  My name is Gideon 



           10    James.  I'm 78 years old now.  And I -- what I'm talking 



           11    about is pretty much my experience or my reading or my -- 



           12    my experience in a lot of things.  I worked for the tribe 



           13    30 years, and I have been to Washington, D.C. about five 



           14    times.  And I have been across the country addressing 



           15    self-government and the rule-making process for a couple 



           16    years.  



           17         And it gives me the opportunity to speak with other 



           18    tribes that were on -- that were on the negotiating 



           19    committee.  And I have -- I was lucky to come to 



           20    communicate with a lot of different tribes, a lot of 



           21    different leaders.  And I see some pretty well-known 



           22    leaders here in the village right now, you know.  And I 



           23    know a lot of them for 20, 30 years.  I see some -- 



           24         There is somebody that mentioned knowledge.  We have 



           25    knowledge.  We have people that are educated.  We are a 
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            1    people that are educated and in a position to make 



            2    decisions.  And we have computers.  We have a very 



            3    advanced technology that are in place today.  We have our 



            4    people in office use it.  



            5         So whatever -- whatever their knowledge or their 



            6    speak, you know, I hope that these are being respected and 



            7    considered because what I hear yesterday, what happened to 



            8    the point of today or yesterday that even we had the 



            9    hearing and people came forward to address their concerns, 



           10    those things were not well considered and decision was 



           11    made already.  And we come to find out last night.  



           12         Anyway, I just wanted to tell you that we are talking 



           13    about animals that are very intelligent, very intelligent 



           14    and in a fragile and sensitive environment that they 



           15    exist.  They use clean water.  They use clean air.  And 



           16    most of all, they have got to have clean vegetation.  They 



           17    have got to have it in order to be healthy, in order to 



           18    be -- somebody mentioned that the shape of caribou was 



           19    pretty well today, and that's true.  And that's true.  And 



           20    it's never been like that for -- you know, for some time.  



           21         And I -- we have noticed these animals found the 



           22    different -- different feeding area, which is right 



           23    directly north of this village.  A lot of people -- a lot 



           24    of our hunters know exactly where -- where we are talking 



           25    about.  So the animals that we're talking about is they 
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            1    know where to go.  A lot of times, you know, when it's 



            2    difficult to travel like on snow, they use mountain ridge 



            3    where there is no snow.  The wind blows.  



            4         I want to bring a couple stories.  When I was a 



            5    little boy around six or seven years old, I went with my 



            6    -- I spent a lot of time with my grandfather Albert E. 



            7    Tritt.  I spent lots and lots of time.  I just barely 



            8    remember sometimes.  But one time that we were behind the 



            9    mountain, and we had tents.  And then there was another 



           10    mountain right above it.  And one day him and I, we 



           11    climbed that mountain, and the other side is steep like 



           12    this [indicating].  And the valley, it was five miles of 



           13    valley behind there with a creek.  And when we got behind 



           14    it, all the valley opened up.  And I tell you the truth, 



           15    the farthest we could see, it's covered with caribou 



           16    moving, moving like this.  I remember that.  



           17         And my grandfather would sit on a big rock, big 



           18    boulder, you know, and look.  And my grandfather, he's a 



           19    really spiritual man.  And he would sing, you know.  We 



           20    saw the -- we played the drums a while ago, and that was 



           21    part of it.  I remember over and over I hear when he sing 



           22    it.  And when he look for animals he sing it, you know.  



           23         I say that because we are real people.  These people 



           24    that are the little ones, they come forward and say what's 



           25    important to them.  It's true.  I don't want to take that 
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            1    much time, but I -- but I -- I want to tell you again that 



            2    the geese and waterfowl and ducks, they have a resting 



            3    place on the Yukon.  And people that lives on the Yukon 



            4    River, they know -- they know where the resting place are 



            5    for the ducks.  They all go up that coastal plain.  They 



            6    all go up there to nest, to nest.  



            7         And I was talking to one of my friends last night, 



            8    [indiscernible] and Jerry that testified earlier.  I asked 



            9    them, I said, how long does it -- when they come through, 



           10    the ducks come through, how long does it last?  He said 



           11    sometimes it lasts a whole week.  Lasts a whole week.  



           12    Several thousand a day.  And you can imagine how many -- 



           13    how many ducks in this little area down there, but cover 



           14    the whole Yukon River.  It's -- it's -- it's really 



           15    massive, geese that go to the north.  



           16         And fish do the same thing.  And fish, they come up 



           17    the river.  They come up the river from the -- where the 



           18    mouth of the Yukon is.  And they spawn in the clean water, 



           19    clean -- clean -- clean water they spawn.  And they do 



           20    that year after year.  They do that year after year.  We 



           21    all know that.  The people that lives on the Yukon, they 



           22    share fish.  They share fish that comes up to the clean 



           23    water to spawn.  So like when spawning happens this year, 



           24    it will come back in four to five years from now.  



           25         Same thing happens with the caribou when they -- when 
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            1    they travel, they use only one route.  And any caribou 



            2    don't lead.  There is a leader in that herd.  There is a 



            3    leader in the herd that does it.  They call that the 



            4    (Alaskan Native word.)  That means leader.  They lead the 



            5    herd.  And you can tell by the calluses on their arm right 



            6    here.  Yeah, thick calluses.  Those are the leader.  



            7         And I was talking about the fish.  Not only king 



            8    salmon or chum salmon does that.  Whitefish does that, 



            9    too.  They winter in the lakes and then they come out in 



           10    the springtime and then they spawn.  They spawn.  They 



           11    spawn during the summer.  And then in July the little fish 



           12    like this come up the creek, bunch of them.  And we all 



           13    know there is millions of creeks in Alaska.  It happens 



           14    the same way.  



           15         So I'm talking about our way of life.  It's really a 



           16    way of life.  We are guarding the fish, the animals that 



           17    use the area up there.  I don't know how much time I got, 



           18    but I have -- give me about another five minutes?  No?  



           19         One of the things that I wanted to tell you is that 



           20    on your schedule, you said alternative -- you said 



           21    alternative development.  There is -- in your -- in your 



           22    plan, there is no alternative development.  These things 



           23    have already been decided by executive order.  There is no 



           24    alternative system that we would go to.  And I know that 



           25    because I read -- a bunch of executive orders address 
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            1    that.  So if you want any more information, come to me and 



            2    ask me.  



            3         One of the things I really wanted to say is that I 



            4    see the ANILCA -- okay.  ANILCA is -- is a law that 



            5    Senator Stevens addressed because there was a lack of 



            6    subsistence protection in the land claims bill.  And he 



            7    wants to try to correct it.  So he put it in the 



            8    national -- what's that called, national interest land.  



            9    And national interest land is where our -- national 



           10    interest land is across the street -- across the river.  



           11    But a lot of coastal village, they don't have -- they 



           12    don't have natural interest land.  That's where the 



           13    problem is.  The problem is there.  So ANILCA is 



           14    unconstitutional.  So putting stuff like ANILCA in your 



           15    schedule, I think there is a big question about it.  



           16         Okay.  I don't have no more five minutes, so I guess 



           17    I'll quit.  



           18                    MS. RAEANN GARNETT:  I'll tell you my name 



           19    in a minute.  I'm not speaking to my -- I'm not speaking 



           20    to my people.  I'm -- I want to stand up here and speak 



           21    for my people but I'm speaking to all of you.  Welcome.  



           22    (Speaking in Alaskan Native language.)  My name is RayAnn 



           23    Garnett.  My parents are Mike and Michelle Garnett.  My 



           24    grandparents are Lillian and Jerry Garnett and Andy and 



           25    Caroline Haley.  I am from Arctic Village and Venetie, 
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            1    Alaska.  I'm Neets'aii Gwich'in Dene Navajo.  



            2         Our people have lived on these lands along with the 



            3    caribou for thousands of years.  Our way of life is at 



            4    stake.  The caribou is at stake.  Our land, our culture, 



            5    our language, our animals are very important to every one 



            6    of us.  I've always been taught the important of our land, 



            7    animals and culture.  I ask that you advocate for us to 



            8    help protect our way of life.  Don't drill in the birthing 



            9    grounds of our caribou.  



           10         Mahsi'.  



           11                    MS. MARY ROSE GAMBOA:  (Speaking in 



           12    Gwich'in.)  My name is Mary Rose Gamboa.  I'm a Neets'aii 



           13    Gwich'in from Arctic Village, and I live in Venetie.  And 



           14    I'm here today to speak for the vadzaih.  Vadzaih is our 



           15    main food.  I grew up with vadzaih.  I eat vadzaih all my 



           16    life and still today I still eat vadzaih.  I don't like 



           17    beef.  



           18         So vadzaih is for dinner every night in my house.  



           19    Vadzaih has done a lot of good in our lives.  Keep us 



           20    healthy.  Help us grow strong.  Vadzaih is very important 



           21    to us.  I don't know how my grandkids and their grandkids 



           22    are going to do without vadzaih.  



           23         Right now everything I say is for the future of my 



           24    grandkids and their kids, that they matter more in the 



           25    future of their life.  
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            1         And vadzaih is only way they will survive by feeding 



            2    on it.  I strongly say I stand against drilling where the 



            3    life begins.  What's going to happen if they drill?  



            4    What's going to happen to those calves?  I know for sure 



            5    that they will not survive.  And if they don't survive, 



            6    then how are my grandkids and their kids going to survive 



            7    without that?  



            8         Thank you very much for coming and listening to us.  



            9    I appreciate that.  But the time to speak is not enough.  



           10    Got a lot more to say, a lot more to pray for.  



           11         Mahsi' Choo.



           12                    MS. FAITH GEMMILL:  Good afternoon.  My 



           13    name is Faith Gemmill.  Neets'aii Gwich'in, Pit River, 



           14    Wintu.  I'm from Vashraii K'oo, Arctic Village.  I spoke 



           15    before before the panel, and I'm registering those 



           16    comments.  So since we only have three minutes, I'm going 



           17    to switch it up and talk about what we learned in our 



           18    government-to-government meeting yesterday where we were 



           19    told that all our -- pretty much all our requests were 



           20    denied.  And that, to me, shows that this is already a 



           21    flawed process.  



           22         Even today we are rushed.  We have to put 25,000 



           23    years of our life to three minutes to tell our story.  And 



           24    that's not right.  But our chiefs are even being limited.  



           25    Elders are being limited as they come up here to speak for 
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            1    our people.  I just wanted to say that it's not right.  



            2         I was just reading a document that was published in 



            3    one of the papers about the Trump Administration, 



            4    promotion of -- what the Trump Administration is doing is 



            5    deregulating policies and process just to further energy 



            6    development within our territories and indigenous 



            7    territories all over the U.S. right now.  



            8         The interest -- or his interest is deemphasizing 



            9    climate change and conservation and reducing regulatory 



           10    burdens of energy development just to fast-track harmful 



           11    and devastating energy policies that are being imposed on 



           12    our people.  



           13         The problem with that -- and it's not just in Indian 



           14    Country and within our traditional territories, all over 



           15    the United States, here in Alaska, but it's on federal 



           16    lands everywhere, places that people have stood and fought 



           17    to protect for years, just like the Arctic Refuge.  40 



           18    years we have held off the oil companies.  



           19         The problem with this is that common sense dictates 



           20    that if they rush the process as these development 



           21    projects are moving forward, it opens the door and will 



           22    lead to mistakes in the process.  And once these mistakes 



           23    happen, there will be irreversible harm and destruction of 



           24    the areas that -- where these projects are.  



           25         That's why this process has to be slowed down.  
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            1    Places that have stood for 40 years and been debated for 



            2    40 years should not be opened within a year.  It doesn't 



            3    make sense, especially now when we are in climate crisis.  



            4    That's a fact.  It doesn't make sense to open up places 



            5    for fossil fuel development while the world is debating 



            6    the current climate crisis that we are all in.  



            7         I just hope and pray that in this process, tribes in 



            8    Alaska and Natives across the nation would once again 



            9    unite our voices and start pushing back because we need 



           10    to.  Our whole livelihood, everything we are as human 



           11    beings is on the line.  It's not just us.  It's Native 



           12    people everywhere this is happening to.  



           13         I was down in Standing Rock when the -- when Trump 



           14    was elected.  When we got up that morning after election, 



           15    all the team that were camped there -- there was 10,000 



           16    people there standing with the Dakota people against the 



           17    Dakota access pipeline for water because it's going to 



           18    pollute the Missouri River and impact all the tribes 



           19    downstream.  And when we got up that morning, you could 



           20    feel the sadness in the camps.  People were crying all 



           21    around the camp.  We had a ceremony.  We had a delegation 



           22    of women from Alaska.  We all, our hearts were down.  So 



           23    we wanted to do a ceremony.  We went to the river to do a 



           24    ceremony.  



           25         And we -- in that ceremony I could see all this, and 
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            1    we were crying.  The land was crying.  We could feel it as 



            2    women.  And now it's becoming reality.  But there is 



            3    something else.  That Dakota access pipeline, they did 



            4    that based on a spiritual foundation, just like Gwich'in 



            5    when we stood to protect the calving grounds.  It was a 



            6    spiritual foundation.  And that's more powerful than the 



            7    powers that be in Washington, D.C.  And that Dakota access 



            8    pipeline, that was a wake-up call in a spiritual way.  It 



            9    was an awakening.  And people are still waking up.  



           10         And I think and I believe all those prayers of our 



           11    elders that were put down for us, it will [indiscernible].  



           12    We have to do our part.  But you, too, you have to do your 



           13    part.  This issue is about your children, too, your 



           14    grandchildren.  What are they going to have?  



           15         That place, we have a prophecy about it.  It's called 



           16    the voice from the north.  Our prophecy says that the 



           17    great war is going to be fought in the north.  And when 



           18    this great war is fought, it's going to be a wake-up, an 



           19    alarm for the rest of humanity.  This war is going to be a 



           20    war of words and paper, not weapons.  And when this 



           21    happens, people are going to wake up.  And our prophecy 



           22    has said that the north is going to win.  I believe we are 



           23    going to win one way or another.  And I stand on that 



           24    today.  But we have to do our part.  



           25         This prophecy is similar to all the other Native 
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            1    prophecies all across the world.  We have prophecies of 



            2    this time and the earth right now and humanity.  Just like 



            3    our prophecy, there is two paths.  One is a path of 



            4    destruction.  One is a path of life.  And humanity is 



            5    right there making that choice.  So this issue is part of 



            6    that.  And which way we go determines what happens, 



            7    whether we choose life or destruction for our children, 



            8    all of our children and grandchildren.  



            9         And I just want you to think about that.  Where do 



           10    you go?  I hope you guys fly over Prudhoe Bay and see that 



           11    destruction.  30 years of destruction.  It will never be 



           12    repaired.  They can never put that land back the way it 



           13    was.  And that's what my people are talking about.  The 



           14    calving grounds, once there is destruction there, you 



           15    cannot fix it.  



           16         Once our food security is gone, it's gone forever.  



           17    And our people depend on the caribou for our physical 



           18    nourishment, our cultural needs, our social structure, our 



           19    spirituality and our economic needs.  We are talking about 



           20    everything in our life.  That's what this issue is about.  



           21         And I said it in Arctic Village, and I'll say it 



           22    again.  The U.S. has a chance to do it right this time, 



           23    not repeat mistakes of the past with unjust policies like 



           24    what happened with the buffalo and the plains tribes.  We 



           25    don't have to do that again.  There is only six months 
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            1    worth of oil there at the U.S. -- the current U.S. 



            2    consumption rate.  



            3         And Jonathan Solomon, he's one of the elders from 



            4    Fort Yukon that fought for our people all these years.  He 



            5    said why the Gwich'in people should not have to sacrifice 



            6    our way of life for six months' worth of oil.  And that's 



            7    what this issue is about.  We are being asked to sacrifice 



            8    everything for six months' worth of oil.  And that's not 



            9    right.  



           10         So I just want to register again that I am opposed to 



           11    any oil and gas development in the Arctic National 



           12    Wildlife Refuge.  And I would hope that a new alternative 



           13    is put on the table, a no-action alternative.  That would 



           14    be most appropriate.  This issue merits it.  This is one 



           15    of the most contentious issues in Congress, and it merits 



           16    that.  



           17         Mahsi'.  



           18                    MS. MILDRED TRITT HANSON KILBEAR:  Thank 



           19    you.  My name is Mildred Tritt Hanson Kilbear.  And my mom 



           20    and dad is Christian Tritt, Sr. and Lily Tritt.  And my 



           21    mom Lily has had 14 children.  Four pass away.  And there 



           22    is six girls, and one of my brothers is here, Bobby.  



           23    That's my youngest brother.  



           24         And she raised a lot of children, but praise the 



           25    Lord, you know, vadzaih (Gwichi'in word).  I'm very happy.  
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            1    We talk about caribou.  That's the one we raise up in 



            2    Arctic Village.  I was raised in Arctic Village.  And I 



            3    remember my dad and all the elders, they all pass away.  



            4    They all used to hunt vadzaih.  (Gwich'in word), 



            5    whitefish.  (Gwich'in word), muskrats.  That's all our 



            6    delicacy.  And I raise up with no lights, no TV, no -- no 



            7    telephone.  Praise the Lord.  You know today we have 



            8    phone.  We have lights.  We have -- they hired me as a 



            9    cook, so I'm a cook, too, me and Jamie.  Jamie Frank.  



           10    She's one good cook.  She knows how to cook and bake and 



           11    fry.  She makes good cake.  Praise the Lord.  Thank you, 



           12    Jesus.  



           13         I'm so happy for this opportunity.  Our Natives could 



           14    speak and talk, you know, from their heart.  That's good.  



           15    My dad Christian Tritt, Sr., used to speak in a meeting, 



           16    and I used to listen to him and I thank God that I gather 



           17    wisdom and knowledge from all that growing, all that 



           18    hunting.  I went through a lot of hunting.  He taught me 



           19    how to do all that.  



           20         So you know, God give you guys strength to go on, the 



           21    Native people.  (Speaking in Gwich'in.)  We need this 



           22    opportunity to go forward for our children.  You know, I 



           23    have one great granddaughter, blue eyes, blonde hair, but 



           24    she's a Gwich'in.  Praise the Lord.  And I thank God that 



           25    she understand Gwich'in language.  Even my children, they 
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            1    understand Gwich'in because we speak to them when they are 



            2    small.  (Speaking in Gwich'in.)



            3         So keep the good work up, and enjoy the food.  Thank 



            4    you.  Thank you for coming to Venetie.  



            5                    MR. ERNEST D. ERICK:  Thank you, Mildred.  



            6    That was a wonderful meal.  The chief of Venetie and also 



            7    the government body and Arctic Village, I'm honored to be 



            8    here.  My name is Ernest D. Erick.  I'm with the Native 



            9    Village of Venetie Tribal Government over the last 62 



           10    years, but I was in the leadership for the last 40 years.  



           11    And I'm (Speaking in Alaskan Native language.)



           12         1988 I was a former chief with the Native Village of 



           13    Venetie Tribal Government, and we done a lot of scope of 



           14    process and everything all these years, you know, but they 



           15    left that behind and they came back again.  And this time 



           16    here, it's just a short testimony on the behalf of our 



           17    people and the land that we belong to.  It's very 



           18    important to have knowledge like each one of us has.  



           19         And I believe my grandmother never went to school, 



           20    but she raised up -- she delivered 77 children.  And one 



           21    of them is about 80 years old now.  I raised up by Myra 



           22    Roberts and James Roberts, the founder of reservation.  



           23    They walked the land.  They put it on black and white.  



           24    They speak their tongue.  They learn about their culture.  



           25    They learn and they taught their culture to their 
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            1    grandchildren.  



            2         And it's very important for us that we have that 



            3    knowledge today to continue what these people from 



            4    government and also the State of Alaska are approaching 



            5    the Native tribe in the short-term, and that's not 



            6    allowed.  We've done it for the last 10,000 years.  The 



            7    data is sitting in our office, all those important paper, 



            8    what these people up here has wrote in the Gwich'in way 



            9    for the Native people within the state.  There were a 



           10    tribe that lead their country where other tribe will 



           11    understand them, that it's very important for the sacred 



           12    grounds and this refuge and all the BLM land.  Those land 



           13    each one of us was decided to protect inside of that 



           14    environment, that we have to protect those values that 



           15    Gwich'in and Athabascan had for a number of years.  So we 



           16    fought, we walked, we talked.  We praised the land, we 



           17    pray for the land.  It was important for our grandchildren 



           18    into the future.  



           19         So those are the things that we scoped out for a 



           20    number of years.  We have organization.  Name it.  We have 



           21    it out there in the western culture to protect people 



           22    that's indigenous for all their life, living the way that 



           23    they used to live and continue living that way of life.  



           24         Yes, the calving ground is important.  Yes, the 



           25    migration of the land is important.  The people inside 
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            1    Alaska, nine different dialects.  Nine different language.  



            2    Athabascan, Yup'ik, the Eskimo people are the same.  They 



            3    have a lot of different language, and their way have been 



            4    taught.  It's not one voice.  It's a lot of voice that we 



            5    have for the Native people.  



            6         We all speak from our heart.  We all speak from a 



            7    good, clearly experienced professional people here today.  



            8    But we need friends today.  We need to continue, make it 



            9    longer for this process that we are facing today.  I hope 



           10    the government listen to us.  



           11         North Korea is being listened to now today.  So the 



           12    Gwich'in should be listened to themself.  We are not 



           13    dictators, but we are the people from the land, the voice 



           14    of the land, the children of the land.  We are going to 



           15    continue doing what is the best interests for our people, 



           16    no matter what kind of Native people we are.  We are going 



           17    to carry that voice into the world again.  



           18         This process is a BS deal for me because it's just a 



           19    small term that Joe is coming here and also the State of 



           20    Alaska.  The State of Alaska, the federal government, they 



           21    left a scar on Alaska just because of oil.  A lot of spill 



           22    happened in the Gulf.  A lot of spill happened in Prince 



           23    William Sound.  A bullet went through that pipeline.  A 



           24    lot of animal was being destroyed, and we don't even know 



           25    it because Alaska doesn't want to communicate with the 
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            1    tribe in this country.  



            2         Today is the day.  You guys, you guys need to listen 



            3    to people up in this country more than North Korea because 



            4    we are the government of the body here.  We are going to 



            5    live and live and live and live.  The history of that is 



            6    here with us today.  Today my elder talked about 



            7    technology.  We have that technology in place here today.  



            8         But you cannot come here and make one-day decision 



            9    because it ain't going to work for my grandchildren.  I 



           10    was married for 35 years, and I'm still on my land.  I 



           11    have Gwich'in kids.  I have Koyukon children.  I have to 



           12    speak on tribe within the state of Alaska, what's the best 



           13    interest for us to protect, protect the environment, 



           14    protect the water, the living thing on the land.  



           15         You guys are in the wrong territory.  Those lease, 



           16    that's [indiscernible] as in one, the lease.  We need to 



           17    utilize that, not the sacred grounds.  We released those 



           18    leaded land to the oil company before.  You guys need to 



           19    work on those.  Don't bother that land up there, the 



           20    sacred land.  We cannot fight any more.  We fought for the 



           21    last 30 years when you brought up.  



           22         We were not part of the process that Murkowski or 



           23    Sullivan made.  We were not part of that.  The tax bill 



           24    was not -- we were not even part of it.  I'm ashamed from 



           25    you people out there from the government and the State of 
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            1    Alaska.  Dealing with tribal values isn't going to hurt 



            2    us.  It's going to hurt yourself.  



            3         But from my heart and your heart, there is a gift 



            4    there that all of us, the Creator gave us to speak from, 



            5    to listen to one another.  If I explain this to you in 



            6    Indian way, it's going to go time, time, time.  You will 



            7    never get it done.  



            8         But let's make it short.  I forgive you.  You forgive 



            9    me.  You don't bother the land that belongs to anybody.  



           10    Those are the protection, just like that 300,000 acres 



           11    down in Lower 48.  How much dollar you spend on it for 



           12    protection.  



           13         This is a sacred land.  I love my land from the 



           14    bottom of my heart, just like my grandmother Myra Roberts 



           15    and Jimmy Roberts.  I have 15 grandchildren, me and my 



           16    wife.  I have 11 brothers, four sisters.  We all live this 



           17    land.  Each one of you are my blood, and the blood goes 



           18    down to California, Washington, D.C.  We have people in 



           19    college today that's exercising their way of life as being 



           20    determined so we don't want that to happen today.  



           21         So wake up, government.  Don't deal with people 



           22    because when you deal with the wrong kind of people up in 



           23    this country, because (speaking in Alaskan Native 



           24    language).  Very important.  Each one of you have 



           25    education inside of your system that you already took 
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            1    those values inside.  Each one of you got that here.  It's 



            2    not the money-making business.  It's the things we done on 



            3    the land already that's hurting the Mother Earth.  



            4         So let's continue protecting.  This is the Gwich'in 



            5    Nation up here.  It's not belong to the western world.  



            6    There is a divide between us, but we still accept the 



            7    Canadian people as one tribe; even the Eskimos, one tribe.  



            8         Thank you.  Mahsi' Choo.  



            9         Remember in your heart -- remember in your heart.  We 



           10    don't want to get mad up here because it's no good for us.  



           11    We are too thankful.  Mahsi' Choo.  Think about it, Joe.  



           12         Thank you.  



           13                    MS. KATHY TRITT:  Hello.  My name is Kathy 



           14    Tritt.  And my mom is Elizabeth Cadzow, and my dad is Noah 



           15    Peter.  And I'm going to talk in my language.  And I'll 



           16    use a little bit of English because I can't say the 



           17    Gwich'in coastal plain or term, stuff like that, so I'll 



           18    use that in English.  (Speaking in Gwich'in.)



           19         That's what I'm asking.  You know, you guys already 



           20    authorized all this, everything.  So what are we doing 



           21    here?  (Speaking in Gwich'in.)  I hope there is something 



           22    that you guys put down for us in there.  



           23         Now, this caribou it's really important to us.  See 



           24    how important this is?  We are not playing jokes or 



           25    playing games here.  We are talking about our future, our 
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            1    grandkids, our little ones that's out there.  I am ashamed 



            2    of you guys, too, the United States.  We are the citizens.  



            3    We are not some group of stupid little Natives that you 



            4    could put somewhere.  You know, we are the people of this 



            5    land.  And what we eat is -- this is our food.  See how 



            6    good the food smells?  



            7         Wake up a little bit.  Let's wake up.  Even our 



            8    president, you know, all of you guys.  Secretary of 



            9    Interior, BLM, all I see is gas and oil.  Paragraph, this 



           10    and that.  Clause.  Yeah, the clause is to stop.  A paper.  



           11    You know, like something that is provided for the future.  



           12    That's what the clause is.  I looked at all this with a 



           13    dictionary.  



           14         I was fairly unimaginative this morning.  I could not 



           15    even sleep last night.  There is a -- I don't know.  We 



           16    have to do something.  But thank God we have got a very 



           17    strong God.  God, you need to listen to us, us people 



           18    here.  We got a strong people.  We are strong people.  We 



           19    got families.  We are in reservations.  



           20         Thank you for listening to us.  Thank you that you 



           21    came here to listen to our concerns.  I hope there is 



           22    something you put there because at the end of all this, 



           23    all I see is terrible just always big trucks moving back 



           24    and forth, no caribou.  You see that?  It's horrible.  



           25    That's what I see.  And I smell it, too, the oil, the 
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            1    crude oil.  I heard that it's really bad smell.  That's 



            2    what we are going to smell up there.  



            3         And on top of that, they won't even let us go there.  



            4    They will tell us go back.  Go back, before you get hurt.  



            5    Because you all ruined everything up there, and it's going 



            6    to be ruined.  All this is even authorized [sic].  So 



            7    right now we are just rushing, rushing, so they could 



            8    leave.  



            9         Thank you.  



           10                    MS. MARGO SIMPLE:  Hello.  My name is 



           11    Margo Simple.  (Speaking in Alaskan Native language.)  I'm 



           12    really thankful to be here today.  And I want to tell you 



           13    something.  Our kids grew up on caribou.  Our son Gabriel 



           14    traveled with a school trip up to Arctic Village old way 



           15    wintertime, springtime when the snow was still there, 



           16    coming back with people from our school, Gwich'in people 



           17    from our school.  And coming back, the caribou all around 



           18    them, thousands of caribou all around them.  The very 



           19    same -- very same herd that our grandma -- we work with my 



           20    grandma, my husband's grandma.  We can sit with our 



           21    grandma.   We learn and watch her so we could learn and do 



           22    it with our children.  We learn from Grandma Maggie 



           23    Roberts more.  We are not just going to forget about doing 



           24    those things.  We want to get good at it, just like 



           25    Grandma Alice Peter.  She have big pile of caribou skin in 
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            1    spring, but then pretty soon it's all hanging on the 



            2    clothes line, all hanging and wonderful my husband tell 



            3    me.  And you know.  



            4         I'd like to say one thing.  I went into the hospital, 



            5    Fairbanks Memorial Hospital, and I went upstairs.  I went 



            6    by where the babies are.  There was a soldier or a guard 



            7    there with a gun.  That's how seriously FMH thinks about 



            8    where the babies are and how carefully they want to watch 



            9    over them so they are going to be safe and they are going 



           10    to go home with their own mom and dad.  Nothing else is 



           11    going to happen.  



           12         We really care about these caribou.  We -- so many 



           13    people said so much real, true, good things about why they 



           14    know where they are going to calve.  That's the place.  



           15    There is the place where life begins.  That's the place 



           16    that they need.  And we are caring about them just like 



           17    those guards.  They need that land, that good land that 



           18    they have been using for thousands of years to have their 



           19    young.  That's a good place.  It's a really good place.  



           20    Are they going to find another good place?  That's their 



           21    place.  That's a place that God gave them.  And I just 



           22    want to.  



           23         Thanks for listening.  Mahsi' Choo.



           24                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  Hello.  (Speaking in 



           25    Gwich'in.)  My name is Tonya Garnett.  I'm from Arctic 
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            1    Village.  I'm the Executive Director of the Native Village 



            2    of Venetie Tribal Government.  So this concludes the two 



            3    scoping hearings in the Gwich'in villages.  But we left 



            4    out many, many other Gwich'in villages, thousands of other 



            5    Gwich'in people who did not get to have a say in this 



            6    process.  I'm not sure if you feel like you have heard 



            7    enough, but we -- it's definitely an injustice leaving out 



            8    a lot of the other villages and our Canadian brothers and 



            9    sisters on the Canadian side.  And I can guarantee you 



           10    that this is not the last you will hear from us.  



           11         The United States government has a long history and 



           12    it's a known fact of genocide and assimilation on Native 



           13    people, and this is just another bill that's trying to -- 



           14    an attempt of genocide on the whole Native culture, our 



           15    people, our tribe.  And these are real people sitting out 



           16    here.  Every time we meet I tell you that.  I remind you 



           17    that.  These are our hunters, our leaders, our mothers, 



           18    our grandmas, our grandpas, our kids.  



           19         We are here.  We are taking time away from our lives.  



           20    Each time I'm with you, I'm away from my kid.  I have 



           21    elderly parents.  My parents are in their -- my dad is 82.  



           22    My mom is 77 -- 76.  And I help -- I'm a caretaker for 



           23    them.  And I have a nine-year-old son.  I take time away 



           24    because this is important.  The hunters here, they take 



           25    time away from hunting.  And all the mothers here, they 
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            1    take time away from their kids because this is important 



            2    to us.  It's our way of life that's on the line.  And it's 



            3    another form of genocide being pushed on Native people.  



            4         And I want you to think about it.  What side of 



            5    history do you guys want to be on?  What is the legacy 



            6    that you want to leave behind?  Look at the economic 



            7    impacts that's it's going to have on our people.  Is it 



            8    right to take away from our people to give to just a small 



            9    one percent, to benefit a small one percent of the people?  



           10    Take a whole life from us, a culture that's thousands and 



           11    thousands of years old?  Like Sam said, we have proven 



           12    data because we are still here.  We are still living our 



           13    culture.  The things that we do today our great, great, 



           14    great, great, great-grandparents did thousands and 



           15    thousands of years ago.  Is it right to take that away 



           16    just to benefit a small percent of the population?  



           17         And why is there such a rush?  The bill mandates a 



           18    lease to be done in four years.  Why -- why was all of our 



           19    requests denied?  Why is there a rush when we have four 



           20    years for that first lease?  There should -- this needs to 



           21    be a thorough study.  The impacts of our -- the economics 



           22    of our communities need to be studied.  



           23         And like Will said, there needs to be a study on the 



           24    caribou that's going to be impacted, the birthing grounds.  



           25    This is a different case than all the other ones, all the 
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            1    other -- the Arctic Central herd and whatnot, the other 



            2    caribou herds.  



            3         This process is an injustice.  It's being pushed fast 



            4    and hard on our people.  Our people are having to learn a 



            5    foreign process to them, and we are having to move fast 



            6    and hard.  And why -- and we are being rushed at it, 



            7    everything.  Even this meeting right now we are being 



            8    rushed.  Couldn't have Kaktovik's meeting been scheduled 



            9    for tomorrow?  



           10         Like I said before, our people are a simple, humble, 



           11    but a happy people.  Our way of life is at stake.  Our 



           12    livelihood is at stake.  We speak for those that came 



           13    before us, and we speak for those that will come after.  



           14    Our culture is alive and strong.  The Porcupine caribou 



           15    herd and the Gwich'in people have lived together since 



           16    time immemorial.  It's our whole identity at stake, our 



           17    traditions, our culture.  It gets us through an 



           18    everchanging world.  Is it right to take away from us just 



           19    to benefit a small one percent?  Is it right -- is it 



           20    right to take away a whole culture just to benefit a one 



           21    percent?  



           22         Again, I want to remind you, what side of history do 



           23    you want to stand on?  What legacy do you want to leave 



           24    behind?  



           25         Mahsi'.  
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            1                    MR. JERRALD JOHN:  I'm Jerrald, and I'm 



            2    from Arctic, and I'm on the Arctic Village Council.  And I 



            3    want to say that I hear a lot of good, true stories from 



            4    everyone here.  And I want to say thank you to the people 



            5    of Venetie for your hospitality.  And I had a very great 



            6    time sharing stories.  And when we first got here, we 



            7    handed out a lot of fish, and I hope you guys enjoyed 



            8    that.  



            9         And I'm going to be heading down to D.C. with friends 



           10    and family this afternoon.  We will be taking the fight to 



           11    Joe Balash's front door this time.  I'm staying with my 



           12    Uncle Bobby.  And we were looking over documents and -- 



           13    documents on caribou herd.  And we go back ten years back 



           14    to 2008.  The Porcupine caribou herd was estimated 100 



           15    and, I think, 57,000.  And you fast forward it now to 



           16    2018, the population is at least over 217,000.  That's a 



           17    roughly increase of 70,000 caribou in ten years.  So that 



           18    means all of us here are doing our job by protecting them.  



           19    They are thriving.  



           20         And what's going to happen when the oil companies go 



           21    there?  We are definitely going to see a decline.  You 



           22    know, like they said, think of the toxic air.  They never 



           23    smelt that before.  So it's under threat, you know.  Just 



           24    for instance, me, David, Jr., my uncle Jimmy, we put out 



           25    fish net and we are harvesting fish.  I told you guys the 
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            1    last time we were waiting for waterfowl, and that's gone.  



            2    We already did that.  Now we are moving on to fish.  And 



            3    right after fish where you guys are talking about your 



            4    next meeting, that's when we are going to be moose hunting 



            5    and caribou hunting.  And like I said, we are taking -- 



            6    right now I'm supposed to be working on fish.  I took time 



            7    out of my life, my way of life to come here to speak to 



            8    you guys.  



            9         And yeah, I just wanted to say that.  And yeah, I 



           10    hope you guys make the right decision.  My life -- you 



           11    know, I got no kids, but this guy here, he's been hanging 



           12    out with me for the last past since I got here, five days.  



           13    And yeah, I'm fighting for him.  So all of us here, we are 



           14    all doing a good job, and hopefully these people make the 



           15    right choices for us.  



           16         And when I say we are Native American, the Native 



           17    come first, then American.  All of us here, we feel kind 



           18    of mad, angry.  When we see shootings going on in schools 



           19    down states, you know, we feel mad, frustrated.  We feel 



           20    sorry for them.  And we are really religious.  We pray for 



           21    people.  We never even met that family.  We pray for them.  



           22    We may never meet them, but we still pray.  So yeah, I 



           23    pray you guys that all you here make the right decision on 



           24    behalf of not us, but all Americans so they could go up 



           25    there, enjoy walking on the land and not seeing a bunch of 
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            1    oil rigs, you know.  



            2         That's all I have to say.  



            3                    MR. JOE BALASH:  I would just like to 



            4    close by saying thank you again.  This is not the only 



            5    part of this conversation.  It's one that will continue 



            6    not just in Washington, D.C., but back here in Venetie and 



            7    Arctic Village again.  So I look forward to continuing to 



            8    talk about the ways in which this program can progress and 



            9    the ways in which we can shape the program, put conditions 



           10    on leases and do everything we can to minimize any impact 



           11    on caribou, on waterfowl, on fish.  Those are all of the 



           12    things that we are going to be working very hard to 



           13    achieve in this process.  



           14         And words that you speak, the stories that you tell 



           15    us all help and help us make the best decisions possible.  



           16    And I look forward to returning before there is snow on 



           17    the ground.  



           18         So thank you.  



           19               (Proceedings adjourned at 1:33 p.m.)



           20               



           21    



           22    



           23    



           24    



           25    
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  1    P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

  2                    MS. KAREN MOURITSEN:  Hello, everyone.

  3    Thank you for being here.  We are going to get started.  I

  4    think you all can hear me, right?  Okay.  I'm Karen

  5    Mouritsen Acting State Director for BLM Alaska.  Thank you

  6    for coming to our scoping meeting for the coastal plain

  7    EIS.  Please continue getting breakfast and getting

  8    situated.

  9         And we first really want to thank the people of

 10    Venetie for the wonderful dinner last night they provided

 11    for us and for providing breakfast this morning.

 12         So in a second, I'm going to introduce everyone.

 13         Do we want to have an invocation?  Okay.  Opening

 14    prayer and opening song.  And we are fixing the

 15    microphone, so that will be in just a minute.  So continue

 16    getting breakfast.

 17         So why don't I introduce people while we are getting

 18    the microphone hooked up.  I'll just shout.  How about

 19    that?  I'm Karen Mouritsen, Acting State Director for BLM

 20    Alaska.  Joe Balash is our Assistant Secretary for Land

 21    and Minerals Management at Interior.  And we have got Greg

 22    Siekaniec, the Regional Director of Fish & Wildlife

 23    Service.  Nicole Hayes is our project manager.  Mary

 24    Vavrik is our court reporter.  And before we start, I'll

 25    give you a few tips on speaking so Mary can make sure she
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  1    gets your words down correctly.

  2         Let's see.  We have Hollis Twitchell and Brandon

  3    Bosch from Fish & Wildlife Service.  Stand up and wave.

  4    Chad Ricklefs and Amy Lewis, they are assisting us with

  5    this meeting.  Mary Rose Gamboa is going to translate for

  6    us.  Thank you, Mary Rose.

  7         Mike Gieryic is here from Interior in the kitchen.

  8    Thank you, Mike.  And that's everyone who has come.

  9         So do we want to have the invocation now?  I guess I

 10    can say a few -- There is a list for speaking.  So we are

 11    going to have the invocation, and then Joe is going to say

 12    a few words, and then the purpose here is to get comments

 13    from you all.  And so please sign the list back there.

 14         So when we do take comments from you, if you come up

 15    here and speak into the microphone so that Mary can hear

 16    you clearly and take -- Mary is taking down the

 17    transcript.  If you want something translated, just wave

 18    your hand or something and let us know.  We will have Mary

 19    Rose translate.  When you give the comments, if you are

 20    speaking in Gwich'in, that's great.  If you speak in

 21    another language, would you please let Mary know because

 22    she's noting down whether you are speaking in Gwich'in or

 23    something else if she doesn't understand.

 24         And please say your name clearly for Mary when you

 25    start your comments so she can note down who it is.
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  1         So should we -- do you want to say something first?

  2                    MR. JOE BALASH:  Are we ready for the

  3    invocation?

  4                   (Invocation offered by Trimble Gilbert.)

  5                   (A song was sung by the community and

  6               drumming was performed.)

  7                    MS. KAREN MOURITSEN:  Okay.  Thank you.

  8    We will have Joe say a few words, and then Nicole will

  9    make her presentation, and we will get to the speakers.

 10                    MR. JOE BALASH:  Good morning.  As Karen

 11    said, my name is Joe Balash.  I'm the Assistant Secretary

 12    for Land and Minerals Management at the Department of the

 13    Interior.  And for many of you, you do know this already,

 14    but while I live in the Washington, D.C. area now, I lived

 15    in Alaska for 30 years.  This is my home.

 16         And the process that we are undertaking here for the

 17    Department of the Interior is a critical one, one that I

 18    am personally involved in and attending all of these

 19    scoping meetings and will be back to the region again as

 20    this conversation moves along.

 21         I know that there is enormous passion, and today when

 22    you make your remarks, don't feel any hesitation.  Please

 23    speak freely.  Communicate with us and tell us what is

 24    important to you so that we make sure to take note of that

 25    as we begin this Environmental Impact Statement process.
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  1         Nicole is going to explain a little bit more about

  2    what we are here today for and how that feeds into a

  3    longer and larger process, but we are wanting to make sure

  4    that we understand all of the right issues and we want to

  5    make sure we evaluate all right issues in this process.

  6         So if you would also just take note, we had a

  7    conversation yesterday about making sure that the meeting

  8    and hearing we are going to have on Friday in Washington,

  9    D.C., I've secured two spots for Dr. Stern and for Tiffany

 10    so they both get the opportunity speak in Washington at

 11    the hearing in Washington, D.C.

 12         So thank you for your hospitality.  Thank you for

 13    hosting us here, and look forward to a productive meeting.

 14                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Thank you, Joe.  Again,

 15    I'm Nicole Hayes.  I'm the project manager for the coastal

 16    plain oil and gas leasing EIS.  I'm going to go quickly

 17    through the presentation because the reason why we're here

 18    really is to hear from all of you.  And we do have to

 19    leave by 1:30 today, and so we want to ensure we can hear

 20    from all of you.

 21         That being said, I think Tonya is going to help

 22    facilitate.  So we are going to try and start with elders

 23    so they can speak and share whatever comments that they

 24    want to share with us on the record.  And then -- Tiffany

 25    is going to ensure the speakers that have signed up can
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  1    come up and speak.  And then we are going to try and keep

  2    it to five minutes so everybody has an opportunity.  And

  3    then if there is more time at the end, then you can come

  4    up again if there is other things that you wanted to say.

  5         After each slide I go through, Mary Rose is going to

  6    translate.  Again, I'm going to be pretty quick.  So if

  7    you have questions, during break please come up and find

  8    me and ask whatever questions you may have.

  9         Today we are going to go through why we're here, the

 10    coastal plain oil and gas leasing program.  We are going

 11    to discuss the requirements of the Tax Act which require

 12    the oil and gas leasing program, what the agency

 13    responsibilities are, why BLM is here, what Fish &

 14    Wildlife Service's role is, what the NEPA process is and

 15    what goes into the Environmental Impact Statement.

 16         Subsistence and ANILCA Section 810, how that fits

 17    together and how that rolls into the Environmental Impact

 18    Statement and the NEPA process and how to participate.

 19               (Translation into Gwich'in.)

 20                    MS. MARY ROSE GAMBOA:  What I said is as

 21    you speak, I like to do a short sentence at a time because

 22    if you make it too long, then I forget what you say.  So I

 23    could do it -- chop it up a little at a time and then I

 24    can translate it.

 25               (Translation into Gwich'in.)
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  1                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  I'm going to do what

  2    Mary Rose suggested and just do a couple sentences and

  3    then pass the mic back to her.  So the Tax Cuts and Jobs

  4    Act was enacted on December 22, 2017.

  5               (Translation into Gwich'in.)

  6                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  It requires the

  7    Secretary of the Interior, which delegated down to the

  8    Bureau of Land Management, to implement an oil and gas

  9    leasing program within the coastal plain area, the area on

 10    the map.  It's the 1.6 million acres within the 19.3

 11    million acres of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.

 12               (Translation into Gwich'in.)

 13                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  It also requires us to

 14    have a minimum of two lease sales, with the first one

 15    being within four years of enactment of the Act, the

 16    second one within seven years.  Each lease sale must have

 17    or offer for lease up to 400,000 acres of the highest

 18    potential hydrocarbon areas.

 19               (Translation into Gwich'in.)

 20                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  And I said up to

 21    400,000 acres.  It must be a minimum of 400,000 acres.

 22               (Translation into Gwich'in.)

 23                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So regarding the agency

 24    responsibilities for the oil and gas leasing Environmental

 25    Impact Statement, BLM administers all federal mineral
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  1    estate, including oil and gas under the Arctic National

  2    Wildlife Refuge.

  3               (Translation into Gwich'in.)

  4                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  BLM is responsible for

  5    developing an oil and gas leasing program, and we conduct

  6    the lease sales.

  7               (Translation into Gwich'in.)

  8                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  The Fish & Wildlife

  9    Service is responsible for administering the surface of

 10    the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.  They manage the

 11    surface, and they are also a cooperating agency in this

 12    process, so we are working very closely with them.

 13               (Translation into Gwich'in.)

 14                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  This next slide shows

 15    the extent of the BLM oil and gas leasing and development

 16    process.  We are in the leasing phase.  Our Environmental

 17    Impact Statement is for the leasing program.  Any

 18    subsequent or separate activities would require a separate

 19    NEPA analysis or some sort of environmental document.

 20               (Translation into Gwich'in.)

 21                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So this slide shows the

 22    National Environmental Policy Act process.  It started

 23    with enactment of the Act on December 22, 2017, but the

 24    EIS actually was started with the scoping on April 20,

 25    2018.  The parts of this process I really want to
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  1    highlight are the public comment periods.  We are in one

  2    of them right now.  It's the scoping phase.  It goes

  3    through June 19, 2018 and also when the draft EIS goes out

  4    for public comment.  I also want to highlight that

  5    government-to-government consultation occurs throughout

  6    the process, and so tribal councils and tribal governments

  7    can provide input into the process during any time.

  8               (Translation into Gwich'in.)

  9                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  And at the completion

 10    of the Environmental Impact Statement process, which are

 11    all these steps outlined on these slides, then we prepare

 12    a Record of Decision and would hold the first lease sale.

 13               (Translation into Gwich'in.)

 14                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  A critical part of the

 15    NEPA process here in Alaska, but it's a separate process,

 16    is subsistence and how it fits in with ANILCA Section 810.

 17    ANILCA Section 810 requires an initial evaluation of the

 18    leasing program's impacts to subsistence uses and

 19    resources.

 20               (Translation into Gwich'in.)

 21                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  If the initial

 22    evaluation is it may significantly restrict subsistence

 23    uses, subsistence hearings are held.  And these

 24    subsistence hearings are held during the same time a

 25    public comment meeting would be held, so the public
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  1    comment meeting -- again, it's separate, so the public

  2    comment meeting would wrap up, and then a subsistence

  3    hearing would be held to receive input into the

  4    subsistence impacts and the ANILCA 810 process.

  5               (Translation into Gwich'in.)

  6                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  And once the final EIS

  7    is prepared, the final determination, the final ANILCA 810

  8    determination is appended to the final EIS.

  9               (Translation into Gwich'in.)

 10                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So the decisions that

 11    we have to make pertain to the alternatives and

 12    development of the alternatives, what lease sale tracts to

 13    offer for sale, what lease stipulations should be, so

 14    where are the areas that you are most concerned about,

 15    what are the resources you're most concerned about, what

 16    are your recommendations for best management practices or

 17    areas to avoid.  That's the type of input that we are

 18    looking for and that we really need as we develop these

 19    alternatives.

 20               (Translation into Gwich'in.)

 21                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  To date we have seven

 22    cooperating agencies:  The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service,

 23    as I mentioned, the Environmental Protection Agency, the

 24    State of Alaska, the North Slope Borough, and the Native

 25    Village of Venetie Tribal Government, the Arctic Village
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  1    Council and the Venetie Village Council.

  2               (Translation into Gwich'in.)

  3                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Cooperating agencies

  4    provide input into the development of the Environmental

  5    Impact Statement process, and they bring their specialized

  6    expertise, so provide input into those sections in which

  7    they have specialized expertise or jurisdiction by law.

  8               (Translation into Gwich'in.)

  9                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  Up on the screen is a

 10    tentative schedule.  We did start the EIS process, the

 11    Environmental Impact Statement process, with publication

 12    of the Notice of Intent.  We are in the scoping period

 13    right now.  According to the schedule, we will be

 14    developing and we do have an alternatives workshop

 15    scheduled for July.  We will be developing alternatives

 16    this summer with publication of a draft EIS in the fall.

 17    There will be a public review of that draft in the

 18    fall/winter time frame.  We will revise that draft

 19    Environmental Impact Statement based off of those public

 20    comments we receive during that period, and then the final

 21    EIS would be published in the spring of 2019 with a lease

 22    sale and a Record of Decision in spring/summer 2019.

 23               (Translation into Gwich'in.)

 24                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So this is just our

 25    schedule of scoping meetings.  We have had all of them
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  1    except for Kaktovik and Washington, D.C., which Kaktovik

  2    is this afternoon, which is why we have to leave at 1:30,

  3    and then Washington, D.C. is Friday.  So we look forward

  4    to seeing several of you in Washington, D.C.

  5               (Translation into Gwich'in.)

  6                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  The most important part

  7    of the scoping process is providing comments, so we will

  8    start taking public comment as soon as I wrap this up.

  9    But you can also go online and submit them on this web

 10    address that's on the handout at the front desk with Amy

 11    and Chad.  You can email them to that email address, or

 12    you can mail them in via hard copy if you are not

 13    interested, or you can do a combination.  So if you do

 14    provide public comment today, please, if you have written

 15    testimony, please provide that to Mary, as well.

 16               (Translation into Gwich'in.)

 17                    MS. NICOLE HAYES:  So that concludes my

 18    presentation.  And we can start taking public comment

 19    right away.

 20                    MS. MARGORIE GIMMELL:  Hello.  My name is

 21    Margorie Gimmell.  I'm from Arctic Village.  Venetie is

 22    part of the Native Village of Venetie Tribal Government.

 23    Arctic Village and Venetie are one tribe.  And I just

 24    wanted to welcome you guys here to this community and for

 25    this day to share our knowledge and culture.

00014

  1         And so let's see.  I have -- so I say I'm from Arctic

  2    Village, which is also Vashraii K'oo in Gwich'in.  My

  3    parents are Marion Swaney and the late David Albert.  My

  4    grandparents are Abraham and Dorothy John.  I'm Neets'aii

  5    Gwich'in from Arctic.  I have been here almost 40 years.

  6    All I've known is my people's way of life, our traditional

  7    culture.  I would like to talk about vadzaih, the caribou.

  8    Like what a lot of my people say, the caribou cannot speak

  9    for themselves, so we have to speak for them.

 10         We want to protect our way of life.  People can view

 11    us as poor.  We don't feel poor.  The most important thing

 12    my tribe has taught me is that the land is important and

 13    we are rich in land, and this is what is important to the

 14    caribou.  Our people have to advocate for them to protect

 15    all that's involved and all the people and the animals.

 16         We are here.  We live here.  We know what is best for

 17    our people.  Believe me when I say that this will

 18    devastate our people, leave us with no culture and the

 19    caribou with no home to go to.  And the caribou will be

 20    confused and have nowhere to go.

 21         Although the directive is to drill, we ask the

 22    government for no-action alternative.

 23         Mahsi'.

 24               (Translation into Gwich'in.)

 25                    MS. TIFFANY YATLIN:  Hi.  My name is
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  1    Tiffany Yatlin.  I'm from Arctic Village, and I'm the

  2    tribal administrator for the Arctic Village Council.  I

  3    have three children, ten, six and six months.  100 percent

  4    of my people live off the caribou and the fish and the

  5    birds.  The Arctic Refuge issue will really destroy it.

  6    What will happen if we don't have any caribou?  My kids

  7    and my people will be in danger.  The high cost of food in

  8    our local stores are already high to get for our

  9    residents.  The airfare and the freight also are high.

 10    This is my third scoping meeting I have attended, and it's

 11    not easy listening to all these comments and concerns.

 12    And I hope you take this into consideration and think how

 13    important this issue is to us.  Our livelihood is at

 14    stake.

 15         Mahsi'.

 16                    MS. SARAH JAMES:  I'm going to be really

 17    brief.  This is part of the testimony.  We have got -- we

 18    got a whole map of where Gwich'in are living and what

 19    place we are talking about, and people put down their body

 20    to prove they want to save the Arctic.  And the paper they

 21    hand out over there, there is also written.  If anybody

 22    want to do written, be sure and do that.  And my brother

 23    Gideon brought in arts and craft with caribou bones right

 24    here that we do use it in arts and craft and way of life.

 25    We've got drum to tell a story.  We have got a book here.
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  1    It's called We Do It Ourself.  1991.  It's still good.

  2    And we are going to submit this into the testimony from

  3    Venetie.

  4         And then we also got a friend that took a lot of many

  5    good pictures of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, Art

  6    Davidson.  The family are making a documentary for us.  So

  7    if you could just let them tell our story.  And this is a

  8    map shows where the mountain is at, where the caribou are

  9    at now, all that kind of stuff.

 10         And we got a new copy of National Geographic.  It's

 11    already submitted by the photographer to the testimony.

 12    And the title of the whole book is Planet or Plastic.

 13    It's a pretty clear message here.  And it got a lot of

 14    caribou here.  That's what we are talking about.  And this

 15    is my only copy, but it already got submitted.

 16         My name is Sarah James.  I'm the spokesperson for

 17    Venetie Village, Arctic Village, and the whole

 18    reservation.  I got honored by the whole tribe here to be

 19    advisory.  And that's -- I'm really honored.  If anybody

 20    doubt this, I got a copy here.

 21         And there is more about our culture.  And yesterday I

 22    was talking about what we are really talking about is it's

 23    like the (Speaking in Alaskan Native language).  Iizhik

 24    Gwats'an Gwandaii Goodlit.  Norma Kassi from Old Crow gave

 25    it the name, Iizhik Gwats'an Gwandaii Goodlit, Sacred
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  1    Place Where the Life Begin.  That means a birthplace.

  2         Like me, a woman, when I had -- when I was going to

  3    have my baby, I prepare to have my baby for nine months

  4    and then to deliver, and then nursing and then training.

  5    We did -- all the mother do that.  All life do that.

  6    Caribou do that.  And that's the place they want to do gas

  7    and oil development.  (Speaking in Alaskan Native

  8    language.)  It's a good place, a safe place, a healthy

  9    place to have caribou cow to have the calf.  And they have

 10    done that for thousands of years.

 11         Each and every one of those caribou -- right now I

 12    think there is 250,000 Porcupine caribou herd, and each

 13    one born right there.  It's been like that for thousands

 14    of years.

 15         Even when bow and arrow day, our people went through

 16    a lot of starvation before.  It's not like -- they don't

 17    even bother with calving ground then.  They let that thing

 18    process so they can live.  And that's where they want to

 19    do gas and oil development.

 20         If there is any -- any -- we got our own expertise.

 21    We need to sit with them government-to-government.  That's

 22    what we are doing right now.  And we got our own expertise

 23    that we can make our own decision as a government with

 24    their government.  And that's what we are doing.  And

 25    yesterday I was talking about that birthplace, Iizhik
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  1    Gwats'an Gwandaii Goodlit.

  2         And another thing is that once the oil is in there,

  3    they are not leaving.  Like I said, they are going to come

  4    in the summertime -- not summertime -- wintertime with ice

  5    road.  There is always oil spill every day where there is

  6    oil development.  And when it thaw out, it seep into the

  7    tundra.  There is no technology in the world that will

  8    clean up the seep into the tundra.  And the only clear,

  9    clean water come from Brooks Range up here, and it drain

 10    right into the Arctic Ocean.  Very small area, very small

 11    coastal plain.  And that's where they need to go.  Once

 12    that oil is there and the water comes through, the water

 13    is going to get polluted in no time.  Short time from the

 14    sale.  That's water source.  Ours is going the other way.

 15         So once they are there, if they get this lease, they

 16    are not leaving forever.  They are going to be there.  And

 17    they call that development area, so we can't hunt.  They

 18    can't have any birthing.  Right now over at Prudhoe Bay

 19    and other development over on that side, people live

 20    there, too, our friends.  They can't hunt.  They can't

 21    fish there because it's a development area.  It's a lease

 22    ground, a lease for oil.  And oil are the -- in charge of

 23    it, and we can't even walk in and ask them questions.

 24    That's the way it's going be.

 25         And today I had no time finding caribou legging.  We
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  1    use every part of the caribou, even to the hooves, to the

  2    marrow, to the ligament.  This is how we skin them and

  3    that's how we clean them.  It's the way we cook it, and we

  4    eat it with dry meat.  We also get -- we love muktuk.  We

  5    like hooligan or fish from the coastal plain.

  6         So the Inupiaq up there or the Inuit people up there,

  7    they are not our enemy.  We are still friends.  We are

  8    still neighbors, respected neighbor from the time

  9    beginning.  So don't make them feel like they are our

 10    enemy.  They are not.  They are just traditional like us

 11    that really don't want to see gas and oil development.

 12    But it's the corporation that buys them good school, roads

 13    and all that, say, you know, we have to go for more.  And

 14    it's not really them.  So we share and we still friend and

 15    they are not our enemy.

 16         So I just want to make sure we use a rattler for the

 17    hooves and the best foods and the warmest foods we have is

 18    caribou leg and foods.  This is (Speaking in Alaskan

 19    Native language.)

 20         And that's all I wanted to say.  I don't want to take

 21    too much time.  And anybody have idea is -- you know, you

 22    have a place right here that you can refer to.  That's

 23    (Speaking in Alaskan Native language).  Okay.

 24                    MR. ALBERT FRANK:  My name is Albert

 25    Frank.  I'm the tribal chief.  I'm going to talk in my
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  1    language.  (Speaking in Alaskan Native language.)

  2                    MS. SARAH JAMES:  I think we have Eunice

  3    Williams next.  She's one of the elders here in Venetie.

  4                    MS. EUNICE WILLIAMS:  (Speaking in Alaskan

  5    Native language.)  Friends and relatives, my name is

  6    Eunice Williams.  I'm from Venetie, and I'm 81 years old.

  7    But I'm trying to say, I can't speak it in English.  I

  8    can't speak English good, so I'm going to say it in

  9    Gwich'in.  So what I'm talking about, I'm going to talk

 10    about -- I mean, I'm going to talk about caribou.  And now

 11    (speaking in Alaskan Native language.)

 12         Mahsi' Choo.

 13                    MR. ABRAHAM HENRY, SR.:  Hello, everybody.

 14    (Speaking in Alaskan Native language.)  No airplanes, no

 15    boats.  We are here.  We raised here.  Every day we go out

 16    and hunt for something to eat, you know, every day.  We

 17    survive.  Our grandfather trained us.  We hunted, you

 18    know.  We saw the animals.  I'm an old man now.  I'm 82

 19    years old.  I'm trapping, hunting, climb the mountain.  I

 20    have a trap line and everything, you know, on my

 21    grandfather's place.  Now I don't know what I'm going to

 22    say about it.  It's beautiful country, God's country.

 23    Nobody bothered us.  Nobody.  Good living, you know, our

 24    whole mountain.  [indiscernible]  My son passed away.  I'm

 25    82 years old now.  Me and my family [indiscernible] I'm an
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  1    old man.  I raised my children already.  I don't worry

  2    about them no more.  I have been married 60 years now.

  3                   UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER:  Translation.

  4    She did want to leave the instruction for the people up

  5    here after the translation is up to the -- to do the

  6    translation.  Some people cancelled.  You got the list,

  7    right?

  8                    MR. JERRY FRANK:  Thank you for giving me

  9    this opportunity to speak.  Mahsi' Choo.  I welcome the

 10    visitors and all the delegations that have come in to be

 11    part of this testimony here today.  I'd like to say thank

 12    you to my Grandpa Santa Claus.

 13         And also I like -- you know, I kind of want to go

 14    back, kind of go back years where before all these going

 15    to happen, we are pretty much like stress free, that we

 16    live on this land that we depend on to harvest all our

 17    food for our family, for everybody, all the way from great

 18    grandpa to grandmas, mothers, families.  We are all bonded

 19    strongly together, and we all depend on each other.

 20         I kind of want to -- had kind of like a vision last

 21    night that says our Gwich'in caribou were going to go to

 22    Canada, and the other caribou was coming from Canada down,

 23    and they met at the border line.  And the Gwich'in caribou

 24    say, hey, and the Gwich'in Canada caribou say, eh?

 25         Well, I'm heading back this way.  I got news for you.
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  1    Eh?  And hey, they are going to drill on our land or where

  2    we go feed on -- our food is over there, and these oil

  3    companies in Washington, D.C. said they are going to drill

  4    on where we are going to -- our calving ground for

  5    thousands and thousands of years.  Eh?  Heck with you.  It

  6    sounds like Washington, D.C. yourself, so I'm going to go

  7    back and fight for it.

  8         Fast forward.  I kind of want to bring out to this

  9    story something that was going to bring out that point is

 10    that we had -- I was in town, and they were having a

 11    harvesting forum at Morris Thompson's, and I just happened

 12    to stop by, and looking at all these Native arts and

 13    crafts, and I walked in this room, and they were having --

 14    it wasn't that much people, but I knew there was people

 15    from Canada Fish & Wildlife, probably Hollis.  Were you

 16    there, Hollis?  Was it --

 17         But, when I thought about it last night -- and I know

 18    Sarah was there.  It's harvesting management caribou, how

 19    much is Canada going to take and how much we are taking

 20    here.  And I want to keep that numbers, how much we take

 21    per year for each people that hunt for caribou so they

 22    can -- we can keep counting on it and know how much we

 23    take, but save more for down the future.

 24         And then out of somewhere, ANWR came out.  And

 25    somehow the drilling came about.  And one person says we
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  1    got the technology to go drill at an angle, and we don't

  2    have to borrow that ANWR.  But we can drill underneath it

  3    and suck all the oil out.  And somebody came up and stand

  4    up over there, Gwich'in.  I have been here 300 million

  5    years, and I'm eating caribou for 300 million years.  Also

  6    someone stood up right in the center and got up and said

  7    300 million years ago you were swinging from trees to

  8    trees.  You had a long tail, a monkey.

  9         But the point is, the two caribou, they were all

 10    stressed out.  And that's the way I feel, too, now.  A few

 11    years ago I was feeling good before the new administration

 12    came into the window and says, hey, we are going to drill

 13    ANWR.  The whole thing changes real quick.  It stressed me

 14    out.  Is it going to stress out the caribou, too, when

 15    they are going to be disturbed on their calving ground?

 16    Are they going to be disturbed and are they going to be

 17    stressed out?  Are they going to be able to do their

 18    normal calving to sustain the whole Gwich'in people here

 19    in interior?  Also plus the coastal people, they depend on

 20    it.  They depend on everything for the food.

 21         Everything we use from caribou, it -- if we disturb

 22    and then they can't calve no more, it will be a blow to

 23    us.  If you lose your caribou, you are going to lose your

 24    language.  You are going to lose everything, who you are.

 25    You just can't depend on the moose.  There is no more
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  1    story for caribou.  So much how we depend on it.

  2         So I don't want to take all your time.  I can say

  3    words afterwards all day long, but I'll give somebody a

  4    chance because these guys have to leave at 1:00.

  5         So thank you very much.  And you guys think about it.

  6    I think about it.  I think about my grandkids.  My

  7    grandkids, they like that Native food.  They like it.

  8    They say, Grandpa, what you going to cook today?  Well,

  9    I'm going to dice it up and put macaroni in it.  What do

 10    you call that?  Indian goulash.  All right.  On the top of

 11    the Indian menu, we are looking at what we eat off this

 12    land as delicacy.  You eat something wild, it's better

 13    than anything else in the world.  Anything on top of the

 14    Indian menu is.  Caribou is.

 15         My mother is from Fort Yukon.  She migrated in

 16    from -- her family migrated in from Canada area,

 17    Whitehorse.  I can tell you all the stories about my

 18    grandpa, how he found Fort Yukon.  He got stuck in a log

 19    and got [indiscernible], there was a pretty girl standing

 20    up there.  That's all it took.

 21         Thank you very much.

 22                    MS. CRYSTAL SISTO DRUCK:  Hello.  Welcome

 23    to Venetie, visitors and family.  My name is Crystal Sisto

 24    Druck.  I'm the great great granddaughter of Reverend

 25    Albert Tritt.  My grandfather was the late Paul Tritt.  My
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  1    grandma was the late Julia Tritt.  My parents are Vern and

  2    Louise Sisco.  My father is from San Carlos, Arizona.  My

  3    mother is from Venetie Indian Reservation.  I am the

  4    mother of eight daughters and two sons.

  5         I live here in Venetie.  And I'm not speaking for

  6    myself, but I'm speaking for the children, my children, my

  7    grandchildren, their future children.  My mom wishes she

  8    could be here.  My daughter serves on the Venetie Village

  9    Council.  Her name is Tiliisia Sisto.  It's her fifth year

 10    running on the Venetie Village Council.  She is the

 11    youngest member.  She is 23 years old.  She's a single

 12    mother of two.

 13         Right now all four of my oldest daughters wanted to

 14    be here to testify, but one got invited to the

 15    Denakanag'aa Elders and Youth Conference to represent

 16    Venetie village.  That is Glenda Druck.  She's a TCC youth

 17    delegate.  My other three got invited to the YEAH Summit,

 18    youth environmental against alcohol and tobacco and

 19    healthy living.  And my eldest that serves on the Venetie

 20    Village Council is their chaperone.  So all four of my

 21    daughters are out representing the Venetie village.

 22         And so I'm here to speak first for my oldest daughter

 23    Tiliisia.  This past winter, we did not have no meat.  We

 24    had no food stamps.  We had no means of money.  Our

 25    freezers were empty.  We were living off of fish that was
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  1    given to us and sent to us from our friends in Grayling,

  2    St. Mary's, Kaltag, Ruby and Rampart.

  3         My daughter got paid.  She took her paycheck, bought

  4    a round trip ticket to Arctic Village.  As soon as she got

  5    off the plane in Arctic Village she shot her first caribou

  6    this past spring 30 minutes after she got off the plane.

  7    The next day she sent us four caribous.  So we were very

  8    fortunate because if you go to the store, the little piece

  9    of meat costs $27.90.  Times that by ten for 31 days, $270

 10    times 31.  I cannot afford this dinner alone.  That does

 11    not include breakfast and lunch for my family, plus we

 12    have to pay for our own propane, which is $300 of propane,

 13    which lasts 42 days.  We timed it every time.

 14         My daughter bakes.  We bake.  We live off

 15    subsistence.  We live off fish.  We live off birds, ducks.

 16    95 percent of our groceries comes from this land.  Because

 17    we are not rich -- my husband only has a part-time job.

 18    My daughter has a part-time job.  I just stay home and

 19    take care of the kids.  Five percent of our groceries

 20    comes from Fairbanks.  But if you include freight -- so if

 21    you are paying for a piece of meat or a box of meat, you

 22    are paying for groceries for $70 in Fairbanks, plus you

 23    still have to pay for it to get it here to Venetie, which

 24    the freight costs -- with the freight prices rising, it's

 25    very outrageous.  So basically that box of meat could feed
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  1    my family for maybe a week and a half, but we are paying

  2    almost $270.

  3         Right now yesterday we paid $350 for two boxes of

  4    meat, a thing of tissue, and pull-ups and diapers.  That

  5    does not include the freight coming from Fairbanks.

  6         Coming from a big family with limited income and

  7    resources for my children, I just want to encourage you --

  8    I'm not a paid actress.  I'm not here standing in front of

  9    you -- they didn't pay me to stand here to make you feel

 10    sorry for me.  I'm an actual living person.  My daughters

 11    would be here today but, like I said, they are out on

 12    their training trying to get more trainings in their

 13    systems to one day stand here and speak for their people.

 14         But I just wanted to let you know that my daughter in

 15    30 minutes got off that plane, filled our freezers, and we

 16    still have caribou in our freezers.  She shot her first

 17    caribou.  And then when she shot her first caribou,

 18    traditionally you're supposed to give it away.  And there

 19    was a dear friend of ours in Fort Yukon who passed away.

 20    His name was Eric Luke.  My daughter sent that whole

 21    caribou to Fort Yukon.  His family was very appreciative.

 22    That's what we do in our Native way.

 23         When a young person shoots their first kill, they

 24    give it to the elders or anybody that's in need because

 25    that's how we are.  We share with one another.  And if one
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  1    person's freezer is empty, whether you have a big family

  2    or not and you have no money in your pocket, you still

  3    share.  We are not stingy people.  We love one another,

  4    care for one another.  My children I have raised and

  5    believe in God because my grandmother Julia, you could

  6    smell her biscuits for miles around.  She used to live

  7    right over here in this big blue house.

  8         A few days ago on Sunday they had a singing and

  9    service there.  It's been 22 years since I heard people

 10    sing in that house and had prayer and hold hands.  My

 11    heart felt good.  I walked in that house and I heard them

 12    singing.  And that felt good because it was right before

 13    this meeting and it gave me strength to stand here and

 14    speak to all of you.

 15         I know that you guys already have this goal of

 16    drilling, but there are real people out there that have no

 17    income, and there are a lot of people out there that has a

 18    big family like myself.  My children live off the land.  I

 19    have eight daughters.  They all shot something.  They all

 20    know how to live off the land.  They all know how to get

 21    on a four-wheeler to go get a load of wood.  If you see

 22    four girls going to go ptarmigan hunting, you know that's

 23    breakfast with pancakes.

 24         We don't have a grocery store where we can go.  This

 25    ain't Fred Meyer.  I mean, a loaf of bread don't cost
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  1    $1.69.  A loaf of bread here costs maybe between six and

  2    $9.  A box of cereal costs up to seven to $10.  And for my

  3    family, that's just like one bowl each.

  4         I just want to strongly encourage all of you to

  5    listen to me.  This is my heart.  If you could read my

  6    heart, to understand that there are real people out there

  7    that really, really, really depend on this caribou.  And I

  8    know.  I have been reading the newspapers and stuff

  9    saying, you know, oh, yeah, but they are driving on

 10    four-wheelers and this and that.  And how is their lights

 11    going.  You know, there are other ways around everything.

 12    If you really look deep down in your heart, you look for

 13    alternatives.

 14         I mean, destroying a whole tribe that depends on

 15    this, it's like making us into a third-world country.  We

 16    are in America and we are the ones standing in front of

 17    you begging for our rights for our land.

 18         Just earlier I was reading in a piece of newspaper

 19    where this guy said how come if they know that they were

 20    going to drill on their land, how come I feel like I got

 21    stabbed in the back because my own people couldn't drill

 22    on that land and we couldn't profit from it.  You know, I

 23    was reading that in one of these Anchorage newspapers

 24    articles, and sort of trying to hit me right there, you

 25    know.  It's like, well, you know, if we could have drilled
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  1    on this land long ago, you would think we would have done

  2    that, you know.  But we don't want that.  Our children,

  3    our grandchildren and our great grandfathers and great

  4    grandmothers and those that passed on before us, they

  5    fought for something that they truly believed in and they

  6    left it here for us to live.

  7         In the future if you guys drill that oil, I don't

  8    know what my one person's words can say to make a

  9    difference.  All I am doing is pleading for my children

 10    and my daughter and her children and asking you please --

 11    I don't want the drilling here.  I don't want to pay

 12    $27.90 for a little piece of steak that I have to split

 13    ten ways.

 14         That's all I have to say.

 15                    MS. MARCIE WHITWELL:  Good morning.  I'm

 16    wearing John Fredson's shirt today.  He's the guy who --

 17    how you say?  These are the guys who came up with our

 18    reservation, these pictures right here.  These are our

 19    elders that came up with the reservation, and this guy is

 20    the one who helped them to sign -- teach them how to sign

 21    their names so they could sign the petition to get the

 22    reservation.  I'm just wearing this.

 23         But I was thinking about what I was going to say.

 24    And I had a dream yesterday.  See, I was born in Margaret

 25    Creek down here.  And then we moved here.  And from here
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  1    these elders, they -- somehow they communicated a long

  2    time ago.  That was the way of Native -- our way.  But

  3    anyway, they send my dad to Arctic because we grew up --

  4    they grew him up like a hunter to hunt for people.  And

  5    anyway, they move us to Arctic.  And we got caribou meat

  6    from there to send here because a lot of people went to

  7    school in those days.  There was hardly any hunters, just

  8    young people.

  9         So that's where I came from, from going to Arctic.

 10    And my dad brought all of our family -- there is Myra and

 11    Kathy over there.  There is like seven of us.  We walked

 12    through that whole Arctic Village mountains because we

 13    were hunting for people to eat here.  That was a lot of

 14    work.  I was just a little girl, but my dad told us this

 15    is how we have to survive.  If we don't do this, grandma

 16    will be hungry in Venetie.  So that was in our heart as

 17    brother and sister.  And we did a lot so, you know, people

 18    could eat here, and Arctic, too.  There was a lot of

 19    elders, too.  And we fed all of them.

 20         And now they are talking about this caribou.  I

 21    almost went there before.  I went right toward that place

 22    where they have that -- where they have those baby --

 23    calving and all that.  Anyway, when you go toward that,

 24    you are actually going to feel something.  Something was

 25    there as a little girl I couldn't understand, but for them
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  1    those days, that was a big thing.  There is our life right

  2    there.  This is our lifeline right there.

  3         And I want to bring up, you guys are talking about

  4    drilling on our land.  If you destroy our land, imagine

  5    what we get at store when we go shopping for meat.

  6    Antibiotics.  There is people getting sick from all that.

  7    If you eat caribou, I don't worry about that because I

  8    know where it came from.  And if I go to the store and

  9    my -- you know, sometimes we go to the store and get meat,

 10    we get sick off it.  Our kids get sick off it.  That's not

 11    our way of life.

 12         Our way of life is go up to the mountain, kill that

 13    caribou, skin it and bring it back.  And you clean the

 14    whole area.  You don't just leave it like that.  And Sarah

 15    talked about all these bones you guys see.  The caribou.

 16    The whole body, you could use it as a tool.  That's what

 17    my dad taught me.  You could use anything for a tool on

 18    that caribou, the animal; all the bones, everything.  They

 19    don't waste nothing.

 20         And they talk about this caribou fence where caribou

 21    go in.  As soon as they kill that caribou, they come out.

 22    My grandma said it worked so fast, they turn around, all

 23    that blood and everything is gone because that's how much

 24    respect we have for that land, for that animal.  So it's

 25    very important, you guys.  (Speaking in Alaskan Native
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  1    language.)  I don't need that.  I grew up here.  I don't

  2    need paper to read what in my heart -- my heart is I got

  3    eight grandkids and I want them to survive like I did.

  4    You know, exercise is going, walking up there to get that

  5    caribou.  It's not you go up with a plane and shoot it.

  6    That's not us.  We got to walk and do it.

  7         And you guys need to talk and talk from your heart.

  8    These are for our kids.  Like someone said, caribou can't

  9    speak for themselves.  We have to do it because God put us

 10    here, and he gave us animals to protect.  If I see an

 11    animal wounded, I got to kill it because I don't want to

 12    see it suffer.  That's the way I grew up.

 13         So we all grew up different way.  But guess what?  We

 14    all got hearts in the same place.  We got blood flowing

 15    the same way.  And I want you to understand that if

 16    caribou was taken away, I cannot live on that store meat

 17    over there.  That would make me sick.  I got to have my

 18    Native food.  A lot of these elders are like that.

 19         And it's very important that you guys talk for your

 20    kids.  Do it for your kids and your grandkids because they

 21    are important.  They are the future.  And right now

 22    everything is happening.  A lot of bad things are

 23    happening.  But guess what?  Thank God he take care of us,

 24    every one of us.  Every day, even though no matter what we

 25    do, he forgive us.  That's the way we grew up as a Native.
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  1    Number one first is God.  You got to trust him with

  2    everything you got because you see, I lost a brother, too.

  3    He was only 18.  But God showed me you can be stronger

  4    than that.  That's where he gave me that strength.

  5         Like I said, please talk for caribou because it can't

  6    speak for itself.

  7         So God bless every one of you, and thank you for

  8    being here.

  9                    MS. SARAH JAMES:  We got 20 people on the

 10    list, and we don't have very much time.  1:30 they have to

 11    leave, and some of our visitors may not even get to speak,

 12    so we'd like to have people speak in three minutes, if you

 13    could.  And line -- and get ready to come on.  So even

 14    walking from over here take a while.  So be here right on

 15    the button.

 16                    MR. ERNEST D. ERICK:  We need more time.

 17    We need more time.  You got the time to be here.  We need

 18    more time.

 19                    UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  Give us more

 20    time.

 21                    MR. ERNEST D. ERICK:  That's what we need

 22    here.  Thank you.

 23                    MS. MARY BETH SOLOMON:  My name is Mary

 24    Beth Solomon.  I'm a Gwichyaa Gwich'in from Fort Yukon.

 25    I'm a council member down at Fort Yukon.  And my chief
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  1    asked me to come up here and say a few words to you all.

  2    I was here yesterday during the consultation, government

  3    to government.  I understand all that.  I had a few notes

  4    here, but who knows if I'll look at it or not.

  5         However, I want you people to know that there are

  6    other tribes up there supporting this issue of protecting

  7    the calving grounds that we call 1002 at this time.  I

  8    listened to the elders.  I listened to the leadership.  I

  9    understand some of the process.  I have been to college.

 10    That helped a little bit.

 11         I've never really stood up and spoke to people on

 12    this issue.  I talk to people in the background.  We visit

 13    our friends and all that.  And I really support the issue

 14    of no development, no drilling in 1002 area.  It's a

 15    sacred ground.  You hear that over and over, and you will

 16    hear that.  I'm as I stand here as a Gwichyaa Gwich'in, I

 17    want you to know there are other indigenous people in

 18    Alaska that support our efforts to protect this sacred

 19    ground.

 20         And the other thing I want to talk about was the EIS.

 21    We talk about it over and over.  You have to understand

 22    that once it's a written document, you better look at it

 23    and have a say.  We can still change that document.  Even

 24    from what we say might not all go in there, but if you

 25    read it, you could make sure it gets in there.  And that's
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  1    a message I want to bring to our young people now, that we

  2    have to stand up.

  3         I'm glad the way that Venetie/Arctic trained their

  4    young people, try to get our young people away from drugs

  5    and alcohol.  It's a hard job, but it can be done.  We

  6    need to learn the tools and use it for the protection of

  7    what we hold so dear to our heart that we depend on.

  8         You know, I come from small people.  My great

  9    grandfather is Johnny Frank, and Sarah Frank is my great

 10    grandmother.  That's my mother's grandparents.  I'm the

 11    father of Jonathan Solomon, Sr., and my mother is still

 12    alive down there in Fort Yukon.  Her name is Hannah J.

 13    Solomon.

 14         So I just want you to know that, that I watch and

 15    I've learned.  And I would really like to speak up on a

 16    lot of issues, but with a heart of our people it can be

 17    done.  And that's the message I bring from other

 18    indigenous tribes to this village.  This is my home.  I

 19    love this place.  I have been to Arctic.  I have been all

 20    the places.  I brought my daughter when she was little.

 21    You see that little girl walking around earlier, that's my

 22    granddaughter.  I want them to get the feeling of my

 23    community here.

 24         This is where my mother is from.  She was born up

 25    there in Arctic Village area, Smoke Creek.  She was raised
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  1    up there.  She lost her mother when she was little.  So

  2    she was allowed to live with certain people in the

  3    villages sometimes.  But the main one that really raised

  4    her was Christian.  And I got to meet all these elders

  5    that we talk about.  I even met Myra Roberts.  That's way

  6    back.

  7         So anyhow, I did know all the elders.  I learned

  8    lots.  That's the message that I believe from my heart and

  9    from my tribe and all other indigenous people of the

 10    world.

 11         Mahsi'.

 12                    MR. BOBBY TRITT:  Good morning or

 13    afternoon.  Or morning yet.  My name is Bobby Tritt, for

 14    the record.  I'm a council member of Venetie Village

 15    Council and born and raised in Arctic Village.  My late --

 16    my parents were Christian Tritt, Sr., traditional chief.

 17    Lily Tritt was my mother, both passed.

 18         Anyway, I'd like to talk -- say and talk about 1002,

 19    caribou, et cetera, the only place caribou herd --

 20    Porcupine caribou herd born and survive.  We need to -- we

 21    need to stop.  Exploration we need to protect this area

 22    1002 from exploration.

 23         Here in Venetie we pay $9 a gallon.  In Arctic

 24    Village they probably pay about $10.  Hardly any of my

 25    people work up north.  Let's save 1002 for future
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  1    generation.  Maybe 100 years, 200 years, maybe forever we

  2    need to save this place.

  3         Me, I speak for the animals.  I speak for Porcupine

  4    caribou herd.  It's home to -- it's home to 250 animal

  5    species up there, and millions of migration birds.  And

  6    there is 180 different kind of birds that goes there, and

  7    birds from as far away as Antarctica, Africa and all 50

  8    states.  However, Porcupine caribou herd is our bread and

  9    butter and our food.

 10         So I would say stop exploration on 1002.  I'd like to

 11    thank everybody here in Venetie, Arctic Village, all our

 12    visitors.  You guys are welcome to our town, including all

 13    of you.  And I'd like -- that's all I've got to say for

 14    now.

 15         Thank you.

 16                    MR. WILL MAYO:  I have so much that's in

 17    my heart that I'm going to go ahead and use a few notes so

 18    I don't miss some important things.  So with that, my name

 19    is Will Mayo.  I'm here today for the Tanana Chiefs

 20    Conference.  That's officially.  But in my heart, I'm here

 21    to support the Gwich'in Nation.  All of the tribes in this

 22    region, 42, they all support Gwich'in Nation in their

 23    fight to protect the 1002 area from development.  But

 24    Congress has made their decision, and this thing is on a

 25    downward slope that we are not going to be able to stop.
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  1         So today we are scoping what they are going to look

  2    at as they make decisions that have already been made.

  3    They are scoping.  I wish I could have confidence that the

  4    scoping will be real, but I'm not going to lie to you.

  5    I'll speak the truth.  I don't see that.  I see this as an

  6    exercise, checking off the next thing on the list.  And my

  7    heart grieves.

  8         Our people are suffering another trauma.  They talk

  9    about cultural trauma of the people.  And you are

 10    witnessing it happening right here.  Our hearts are heavy,

 11    like they are tearing them out.  Political decisions are

 12    made.

 13         If I thought proposing a scope was really going to

 14    help, this is what I would say:  Don't mess around with

 15    the calving ground.  Stay away.  Everybody knows caribou

 16    won't calve where people are.  They like to say the

 17    caribou get along with the pipeline.  Those aren't calving

 18    caribou.  Those are migrating feeding caribou.  They don't

 19    care.  They can live with the pipeline.  But when they

 20    calve, they go far away to a safe and secret place where

 21    they know from generations they won't be disturbed.

 22         If I thought that proposing a scope would really make

 23    a difference here, I would propose that there would be

 24    established a balanced team of scientists -- some federal,

 25    some state, some from the Native community -- who would go
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  1    and do balanced, true scientific research.  What does it

  2    mean to calving caribou behavior when trucks come in, when

  3    roads are built, when infrastructure is established?  And

  4    where will those caribou go if they won't calve there?

  5    The only place they can go is east.  The only other place.

  6         Those caribou chose that place for a reason, and they

  7    are smart.  They know what works to protect their young.

  8    They know they need the wind that's there.  They need that

  9    wide open plain so they can see predators.  They need the

 10    wind to blow away the mosquitoes because mosquitoes will

 11    exsanguinate calves to death.  They know why they calve

 12    there.  To the east is mountains.  You go over more

 13    mountains, and finally you come to a coastal plain on the

 14    Canada side that's similar, and sometimes they calve

 15    there.

 16         My fear is that they will go east because they will

 17    come back down the mountain, they will see out there, oh,

 18    there is roads, there is pumps, there is people, it stinks

 19    here, and they won't calve there.  They will keep going.

 20    And the only way they can go is east.

 21         And what will that do to the path that they take when

 22    they pass by your villages here?  What will it do when

 23    their migratory routes possibly shift to the east?  These

 24    people here, they will be left high and dry, more trauma.

 25    More trauma.
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  1         I'm sorry.  I was going to do proper protocol.  I

  2    wanted to speak in front of the Venetie Village Chief

  3    Dennis Erick, the Native Village of Venetie Chief Steve

  4    Frank, and Arctic Village Chief James John, traditional

  5    chiefs Abraham Henry, Sr. and Trimble Gilbert.  I wanted

  6    to first ask your permission to address you on your land.

  7    I failed to do that because I'm not supposed to take too

  8    long.

  9         And I really respect your leaders for your standing

 10    up and your past leaders who are chiefs, like Gideon

 11    James, Sarah who always spoke up.  Ernest.  I remember

 12    these chiefs from a long time ago.

 13         So I just want to say my village is Tanana (speaking

 14    in Athabascan).  It's about 250 miles east of here.  When

 15    they built the pipeline and the road to support it, no

 16    more caribou came behind our village.  We would go behind

 17    our village 14 miles.  We would go over the rise in the

 18    alpine country, and we would see caribou.  We could bring

 19    it home.  You can go up there any time now, you will never

 20    see them again.  They never come back.  It's a trauma.

 21         I'll make a couple more points.  I know I took too

 22    much time, Sarah.  I think Sarah lost her watch, though.

 23         So protect that ground.  And I think a real balanced

 24    scientific study without political interference.

 25    Political interference would be that if a true study was

00042

  1    given that would show the impacts on subsistence, truly

  2    show it, that that study, balanced study would get buried.

  3    That's my fear because I've seen that before.  I have been

  4    around a long time in leadership.  I've seen supportive

  5    documents suddenly disappear.  They never get spoke of

  6    again.

  7         And I want to say directly -- is it director?  I'll

  8    call you Director Joe Balash.  I thank you for coming and

  9    being here, and your team.  And thank the Lieutenant

 10    Governor for being here, Byron Mallott.  He knows what we

 11    are talking about.  Just because he's Lieutenant Governor

 12    doesn't mean he doesn't know.  He's been a voice for

 13    Native issues for a long time.  Commissioner Cotten.

 14         But that would be my heart, and I think such a

 15    balanced study would show that there would be an EIS

 16    finding and a decision of record that would show that

 17    there would be irreversible impacts on this subsistence

 18    living, this resource, and that the best recommendation is

 19    to drill somewhere else.

 20         Thank you very much.

 21                    MR. TRIMBLE GILBERT:  Mahsi' Choo.  I'm

 22    glad you are all here and talk to the people here.  The

 23    last meeting in Arctic I wasn't there because I'm busy in

 24    Fairbanks.  I missed the whole thing.  And I hear a lot of

 25    good things about it.  So this time I was in Fort Yukon
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  1    busy for two weeks.  And then I'm very lucky.  The Tanana

  2    Chiefs brought me over here.  Brought quite a few of us.

  3         And I'm glad Willie is here with us.  And I get to

  4    know him since many years and standing right in front of

  5    the TCC group all the time.  So when I travel around and

  6    when Willie is with me, I'm really happy to have him all

  7    the time.

  8         So support is very important.  We all need some time

  9    where -- too far north.  We live too far north, and we are

 10    isolated, cold.  Even right now.  Yesterday it was cold.

 11    But we still hang around up this way.  We don't want to

 12    leave.  And my wife should be here, but she was kind of

 13    slow, and she is in Fort Yukon now, so she is going to be

 14    home on Saturday.

 15         You know, I remember it way back, 1935.  I don't

 16    know -- I'm probably the oldest one.  I don't know.  1935.

 17    And ever since there has been quite a change up this way.

 18         You know that some people said who is your neighbor.

 19    Caribou.  Caribou and all kind of animals.  I grew up with

 20    lot of birds.  This time of the year, middle of May,

 21    thousands, thousands of birds coming back.  Noisy.  Now

 22    you hardly hear any birds on this area.  There is quite a

 23    few, but they don't make noise.  Even wolf never howl

 24    again.  They know what's going on.  Everything is -- all

 25    the animals decrease now and slowly.  What's going on?  If
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  1    we don't say nothing, we going to end up nothing the next

  2    generation to come, like you see the animal and all the

  3    resource we have.  That worries me.

  4         About 30 years ago, that pipeline start.  I felt -- I

  5    thought we -- everything going to be cheap and the oil,

  6    gas going to be cheap.  You know how much we pay for it in

  7    Arctic is $10 a gallon.  The same time they don't

  8    [indiscernible].  That's what we have been using for many

  9    years.  That's the one that don't burn too much gas.  So

 10    that's the problem.

 11         So the next thing is election times.  Make sure all

 12    the Native people should remember that when you vote.  The

 13    nation is kind of split now.  More and more people on

 14    other side.  And we lost last time.  We have a problem.

 15    Before the election times, they ask for vote everywhere

 16    they travel.  And then after they were elected, I tried to

 17    say hi to them, but they never say hi to me no more.

 18         We have to do the right way next time, next election

 19    that's coming.  We might -- I thought maybe the world is

 20    just split already.  Communities are split, too,

 21    everywhere.  We might lose again.  Then we going to have

 22    more problem.  Seems to me they don't care about up this

 23    way.  Oh, they live up there.  They got everything.  So we

 24    always have problem during election times.

 25         And the Porcupine herds are very healthy herd.  They
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  1    cover the whole area, Arctic all the way to Canada.  There

  2    is like -- Sarah -- Sarah Abel, old woman, talk it.  It's

  3    like the food is like this.  Okay.  The next one will be

  4    Venetie.  Next year going to be Arctic.  Next year going

  5    to be Old Crow.  So our people using this.  And also

  6    sharing is the big word from the last 10,000 of year.  We

  7    share one another with the caribou.  Also that Yukon

  8    River.  Also not only that, we sharing and look after each

  9    other with what we got.  That's what I meant a little

 10    while ago.  And we have been away from each other, but we

 11    are just like one family.  Now we working on that.  The

 12    whole Native of Alaska should be one unity people, and we

 13    can be strong.  We can protect in what resource we have in

 14    our country.

 15         Sure, that Porcupine herd is still healthy and they

 16    hang around more the last few years.  And they don't go

 17    over very much.  But with that Central herd has joined our

 18    caribou, but they are kind of separated and they are on

 19    this side of the mountain of Arctic Village.  People knows

 20    it because Central is small, and they are kind of not very

 21    fat.  But Porcupine herd this year it's healthy again, and

 22    the populations of the caribou has increased more and more

 23    caribou we got than before.

 24         So we asking for help and help that our voices not

 25    reach further down to the D.C., but we got some people in
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  1    Juneau, and we need more and more educated people to fight

  2    for us.  And this is not the only problem we are going to

  3    have.  Like we are going to have more and more problems

  4    because we -- we should know better than that what we

  5    need.

  6         Now we talk about Yukon River.  Water.  Water is very

  7    important.  They keep saying that next ten years, maybe

  8    more than that we can drink water from the Yukon River.

  9    Also the Brooks Range.  That's good water.  It's coming

 10    this way.  There is clear water in this river.  Down other

 11    side is good water, too.  So caribou -- animal is kind of

 12    looking for that birth, breeding place.

 13         So all the birds -- I don't know.  Some of the ducks

 14    we never see them no more.  Birds are same thing.  That

 15    worries me.  And we don't -- we don't say nothing, then we

 16    going to have more problems than 30 years ago.  I thought

 17    we going to have better life, but in the last 30 years,

 18    you should see the graveyard in every community.  It's

 19    bigger and bigger because of the alcohol, drugs and

 20    alcohol, something that's not good for the Athabascan

 21    people, not only here, but all over Alaska, Native people,

 22    more crimes and all that.  A lot of them been lost with

 23    alcohol.  Some of the village we losing that populations

 24    near the pipeline, like down Stevens Village and all that.

 25    I hope they come home someday to have a good life.
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  1         So I'm the elder, so I could say anything I want to

  2    because I got to say something for the future generations

  3    to come.  So I'm glad you are here for the support, and we

  4    would like to welcome you so we -- we do need the help and

  5    the voice.  More and more rich people, and those are the

  6    ones, they don't -- I know they don't want to hear our

  7    voice.  Even in election time I talk about it.  We never

  8    see them around here.  Before election time they come

  9    around for vote, and then after they have been elected, I

 10    never see them for the next four or five years.

 11         So thank you very much for invite us.  So we are

 12    leaving this afternoon.  And I hope you have more -- you

 13    meet more people, Native people and talk about this

 14    caribou.  And God bless you, all of you.

 15         Thank you.

 16                    DR. CHARLEEN FISHER:  (Speaking in Alaskan

 17    Native language.)  My name is Dr. Charleen Fisher.  I'm

 18    from Beaver, Alaska.  I'm the Executive Director of the

 19    Council of Athabascan Tribal Governments.  Thank you very

 20    much to the people of Venetie for allowing me to speak

 21    today.

 22         The Council of Athabascan tribal governments is a

 23    tribal consortium founded in September of 1985 with the

 24    vision of self-sufficient communities and a shared

 25    commitment to promoting common goals.  The ten remote
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  1    Gwich'in and Koyukon Athabascan tribes that form CATG are

  2    Arctic Village, Beaver, Birch Creek, Circle, Canyon

  3    Village, Chalkyitsik, Fort Yukon, Rampart, Stevens Village

  4    and Venetie.  The CATG tribal consortium strongly opposes

  5    oil and gas leasing and development in the coastal plain

  6    as one.

  7         The Gwich'in and upper Koyukon traditional land use

  8    areas of the upper Yukon Flats encompass what is now the

  9    Yukon Flats National Wildlife Refuge and part of the

 10    Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.  The Council of

 11    Athabascan Tribal Governments has a standing resolution

 12    titled the Resolution to Permanently Protect the

 13    Birthplace and Nursery Grounds of the Porcupine Caribou

 14    Herd in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, and it

 15    asserts and affirms the Gwich'in peoples' rights, inherent

 16    right to continue their way of life as recognized by the

 17    U.S. Senate.  The Gwich'in have consistently advocated for

 18    the Iizhik Gwats'an Gwandaii Goodlit, the Sacred Place

 19    Where Life Begins, to protect their natural environment

 20    and cultural practices.  Since time immemorial CATG tribes

 21    and their tribal membership have lived in reciprocity with

 22    these lands and the resources therein and have a spiritual

 23    relationship to the Porcupine caribou herd.

 24         Government-to-government consultation should always

 25    be meaningful, productive and measurable for tribes and
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  1    their governments and should be adequately involved in all

  2    aspects, as it directly affects their lives and

  3    well-being.

  4         This scoping period is much too short to properly

  5    solicit comments from Alaskans, Native and nonNative,

  6    rural and urban, young and old, rich and poor, and the

  7    greater American citizenry.  This process does not allow

  8    for the proper inclusion of Alaska Native knowledge

  9    systems and traditional use patterns and the impacts of

 10    development in a thorough and thoughtful way.  My own

 11    tribe, Beaver, the Beaver Village Council, and Fort Yukon

 12    requested to have scopings in their communities and were

 13    denied, and this excluded their tribal membership and many

 14    people.

 15         This process also is very divisive.  Many of us have

 16    much more in common than this process is going to

 17    represent in the comments solicited.  Many of the Alaska

 18    Natives throughout the state live a subsistence way of

 19    life, have a spiritual relationship to the animals and the

 20    natural environment.  The Iizhik Gwats'an Gwandaii

 21    Goodlit, the Sacred Place Where Life Begins, or the

 22    coastal plain or the 1002 area is a significant birthing

 23    ground to many species of migratory birds, fish and

 24    nonmigrating mammals, as well as the Porcupine caribou

 25    herd.
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  1         In the 50-plus years the Arctic National Wildlife

  2    Refuge has existed, the Porcupine caribou herd has

  3    maintained stable numbers.  No other caribou herd has

  4    development in their birthing grounds.  And the

  5    possibility that significant damage to the health of the

  6    Porcupine caribou herd as well as the population is a

  7    serious possibility.  The Porcupine caribou herd is a

  8    vital part of the Gwich'in people's way of life and diet.

  9    The remote communities of CATG depend heavily on the

 10    Porcupine caribou herd for sustenance and to teach our

 11    children the way of how to live in Alaska's Arctic

 12    climate.

 13         The eastern part of the 1002 areas are critical to

 14    calving caribou.  But considering some of the areas, the

 15    distance between the mountains and the coast are only 20

 16    miles, the entire 1002 areas is critical habitat to the

 17    Porcupine caribou herd and will the -- the impacts of

 18    harming the herd will affect social, economic and

 19    spiritual connections of our Gwich'in people.

 20         CATG stands firm in their resolution to protect the

 21    Porcupine caribou herd birthplace as a sacred place.  We

 22    are very disappointed that the scoping wasn't extended and

 23    feel that this process is unjust.  The CATG support a

 24    no-action alternative, encourage meaningful discussion

 25    regarding management, research and stewardship of the
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  1    Porcupine caribou herd.

  2         (Speaking in Alaskan Native language.)  We will live

  3    off the animals.  This water -- this land and water is

  4    special to us and we hold it for the future generations

  5    with God's help.

  6         Mahsi' Choh Shalak maii.

  7                    MR. SAM ALEXANDER:  (Speaking in Alaskan

  8    Native language.) I want to thank the community of Venetie

  9    for allowing me this opportunity to speak.  I know you

 10    have a lot of tribal members, so giving me this

 11    opportunity, I appreciate it a lot.

 12         I was invited by CATG and I was directed by our

 13    elders to come up here and speak a little bit.

 14         So I grew up in Fort Yukon, but I live in Fairbanks.

 15    Several years ago I got a master's degree in business from

 16    Dartmouth.  So when we think about the decisions in front

 17    of us and what we see from our government, it's good to

 18    think about the business aspect of it.

 19         And so how do businesses make decisions?  Well, they

 20    make decisions based on data.  And so they create these

 21    predictive models.  These predictive models tell them

 22    should we invest or should we not invest.  Well, that data

 23    that's being used for decisions in ANWR is very new data

 24    and very incomplete data, if we think about it.  Gwich'in

 25    people have been here for tens of thousands of years, and
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  1    that's tens of thousands of years of data that we have.

  2         Now, not all data is equal.  Some data is good data

  3    and has actually produced results.  Some data is faulty

  4    data.  We know that our data is good because we are still

  5    here.  We survived.  Congratulations.

  6         So I understand that it can be difficult for people

  7    from the west to understand what we are talking about and

  8    really respect the data that we have.  I understand that

  9    because I've fallen into this trap myself.  Last year I

 10    was out hunting moose with my father.  And we were out on

 11    the land.  And my father is an older guy.  And I have been

 12    gone from Alaska for a long time and just moved back

 13    within the past several years.  So we went out hunting.

 14    And I used to be a Special Forces officer in the Army, so

 15    I know how to be on the land.  I know what I'm doing.  I'm

 16    a Green Beret here.

 17         So we go out and we are hunting.  And he's in the

 18    front of the boat, and I'm sitting in the back.  I'm

 19    driving the boat.  And he sees a real fat black bear just

 20    right there on the shore.  I thought, boy, he's going to

 21    shoot that black bear.  And he pulled up his gun.  And he

 22    looked at it for a bit, and he put his gun down, dropped

 23    his gun down.  And we were -- I slowed down a little bit,

 24    and the bear ran off.

 25         And I said, hey, how come you didn't shoot that bear?
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  1    He said, you know, I was thinking about it, but the bear

  2    is always in front of the moose.  And I was thinking to

  3    myself, talking to him is like reading a fortune cookie.

  4    What the hell does that mean, the bear is in front of the

  5    moose?  I don't understand that.  And then we turned the

  6    corner and there was a moose there.

  7         Of course -- of course he was able to determine that

  8    before I was because he has better data than I do.  He was

  9    listening to that 30,000 years of data.

 10         So I think that's what we are here to tell you.  At

 11    least that's what I'm here to tell you is that you need to

 12    respect the data.  You need to respect the traditional

 13    knowledge that's 30,000 years accumulated.  And we know

 14    it's good data because we are still here.

 15         So listen to the data.  Listen to our elders.

 16    Respect our land.  Respect our knowledge.  And don't

 17    drill.

 18         Mahsi'.

 19                    UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  (Speaking in

 20    Alaskan Native language.)

 21                    MR. ROBBIE MARTIN:  Hi.  My name is Robbie

 22    Martin.  I'm from Venetie.  My parents are Shayna Tritt

 23    and James Martin of Arctic Village and Venetie.  My dad

 24    taught me how to cook over a campfire out in the woods.

 25    And I learned how to cook ducks and cut the caribou and
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  1    use some of the parts to cook over the fire.  And I'm 13

  2    years old.

  3         It's a blessing to have.  I don't want to throw that

  4    away.  It's hurting us to think that the oil companies are

  5    trying to take over what we have, such as our land,

  6    animals, what we rely on, most importantly, the caribou.

  7         Mahsi' Choo.

  8                    MR. JAMES JOHN:  Hello.  James John.

  9    (Speaking in Alaskan Native language.)  Hello.  My name is

 10    Jimmy.  James, better known as Jimmy.  My story, when I

 11    was young, I hunt a lot.  Yeah.  I hunt from a little boy.

 12    My forefathers, they teach me how to hunt.  I never give

 13    up.  So like right now, I don't have no kind of stuff to

 14    hunt with.  I just go out in my Indian way.  I got no bow

 15    and arrow, you know.  I go out and hunt, and I come home I

 16    make sure I got everything, from waterfowl to moose,

 17    sheep.  All those animals, I hunt them, I eat them, I

 18    never give up.

 19         These people here are the same.  They hunt.  They

 20    fish.  They build camp.  They do everything they want.

 21    But if you go to the Lower 48, you can't do that.  My

 22    country, my land you could.  Even right now, you go out

 23    there, you go fishing.  You go fishing down there, you got

 24    to have a permit.  You don't do that around here.  Hunt

 25    the same way.  We do that.
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  1         And right now, all these kids around here, I want

  2    them to get up, stand up and go on.  I tell them who they

  3    are.  They have to because when they grow up now, I want

  4    them to hunt everything in front of them.  And when I grew

  5    up, I don't have it.  It's not there for me.  I have to

  6    [indiscernible] for them to -- for the next generation.

  7    And we have to do that.

  8         And the caribou, we take care of it just like we take

  9    care of ourselves.  We use every part of it.  Every part

 10    of the animal we get, we got a name for it.  Yeah.  Every

 11    little part we got, we eat them, down to the hooves.

 12    Yeah, we boil the hooves.  We eat it.  Every part, eyeball

 13    and all.  Yeah.

 14         And the water, when we get water, we just go down the

 15    bank right there in the water.  You can jump in the boat,

 16    get a cup and drink it like that.  We go on the land and

 17    see a puddle of water, you are so thirsty, we just bend

 18    over and just take a shot of water.  It's unheard of.  You

 19    get going.  That's the way we are.  But I know some of the

 20    animals, like those ground squirrels, it's like a long

 21    time ago if you go up our land [indiscernible], you might

 22    get -- maybe from here to maybe my village all those

 23    little animals will be gone from that -- [indiscernible]

 24    underground.  They will all go.  There won't be nothing.

 25         The caribou they go up many miles.  They go down to
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  1    Beaver Mountain.  They travel.  They come home and go home

  2    to have their calves.  That's many miles, rugged area.

  3    And when they make it, they make sure they have their calf

  4    very good and they come home and they come back to our

  5    village where we can be, you know, happy people.

  6         And these caribou, they are having a hard time right

  7    now with the mosquitoes and all that bother them.  It's

  8    hard for them to keep up.  And they can't speak.  The

  9    caribou don't speak.  So we got to fight for them.  And

 10    many years from now it will be hard for these people to

 11    get up.  They have to be educated to speak to you people

 12    as we are today.

 13         Like those little children I was speaking to you,

 14    when they grow up, hey, what happened, you know.  They

 15    will speak up again.  Maybe they will be in front of you,

 16    you know.  It's like that to us.  And they are pretty

 17    smart.  They never give up on what they do.  --

 18         Being a chief, it's hard.  Yeah, pretty hard to be a

 19    chief, yeah.  You got to take care of your people, a lot

 20    of respect and all that.  You can't be mean and all that.

 21    You know the game.  Being an Indian, it's pretty hard.

 22    Everyday life as Indians, like what you see today, you

 23    can't -- it's pretty hard.

 24         Our fuel costs many dollars.  When we go hunting,

 25    I spend as little as I can to save money.  I come home
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  1    with maybe one moose.  Probably I'll spend about $1,800

  2    just to get one moose.  That's good for me so my people

  3    will eat.  I don't ask for it.  You know, that's the way

  4    life is.  And you continue on.  The people -- you should

  5    understand it pretty good.  You know, we love each other

  6    pretty good and we respect each other.  I hope you guys

  7    can understand what we are talking about and make sure you

  8    hear what we are saying.

  9         Mahsi' Choo.

 10                    MR. KYLE ALEXANDER:  My name is Kyle

 11    Alexander.  I am 16 years old, and I will one day shoot my

 12    first caribou.  But if you drill, I am afraid I won't

 13    shoot my first caribou or ever see them again.  Being a

 14    young man, I want to grow up and provide for my family.  I

 15    want to one day teach the younger kids how to hunt

 16    caribou.  This is our life.  Please don't drill oil on the

 17    calving grounds.

 18         Mahsi' Choo.

 19                    MR. RAYDAN TRITT:  My name is Raydan

 20    Tritt.  My parents are Shayna Tritt and James Martin.

 21         And I want to say that everybody knows their first

 22    experience hunting.  Like your first caribou, you are

 23    being nervous at first.  When we take that shot, you are

 24    excited after you took that shot.  And your dad or your

 25    mom will celebrate you, and your elders, too.  You like to
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  1    see your family so excited, you get too excited once in a

  2    while.  For me, I shot three caribou my first time.  I got

  3    too excited, and my dad told me to calm down.  So I want

  4    to go hunting again, but I know that won't happen again

  5    next time.  I was hoping I go hunting next winter.

  6         And -- sorry I forgot -- if you guys drill, I'm

  7    afraid the next generation won't get their first

  8    experience of hunting and they won't see their family

  9    excited.  And actually, that's it.  Sorry.

 10                    MR. STEVE FRANK:  Steve Frank, Native

 11    Village of Venetie Tribal Government, tribal chief.  I

 12    just want to tell Joe -- I try to tell Joe a little story

 13    every day about all the wrong things that have been done

 14    to Native Americans throughout history.  Joe, I want you

 15    to know we are people just like you.  We have our dreams

 16    and grandkids.

 17         Albert served in Vietnam, and Jerry was in the Army.

 18    But I kind of want to tell you a little story about my

 19    father, Albert's father and Jerry's father.  When they

 20    were growing up, they had one gun, one steel ball.

 21    Jerry's father was the shooter.  Whenever he missed, my

 22    father or Nathaniel had to go and dig up that bullet.  So

 23    I'm just -- I want you to know we are people just like

 24    you, you know.  We all grew up.  Think about that, you

 25    know.
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  1         I was going to say something more, but that's just a

  2    little story I wanted to tell you just so you make the

  3    connection that we are people just like anybody else.

  4    Okay.

  5         Thank you.

  6                         MR. GIDEON JAMES:  Thank you for

  7    giving me the opportunity to speak.  My name is Gideon

  8    James.  I live in Arctic Village, and I'm one of the

  9    elders.  And I grew up with Trimble.  My name is Gideon

 10    James.  I'm 78 years old now.  And I -- what I'm talking

 11    about is pretty much my experience or my reading or my --

 12    my experience in a lot of things.  I worked for the tribe

 13    30 years, and I have been to Washington, D.C. about five

 14    times.  And I have been across the country addressing

 15    self-government and the rule-making process for a couple

 16    years.

 17         And it gives me the opportunity to speak with other

 18    tribes that were on -- that were on the negotiating

 19    committee.  And I have -- I was lucky to come to

 20    communicate with a lot of different tribes, a lot of

 21    different leaders.  And I see some pretty well-known

 22    leaders here in the village right now, you know.  And I

 23    know a lot of them for 20, 30 years.  I see some --

 24         There is somebody that mentioned knowledge.  We have

 25    knowledge.  We have people that are educated.  We are a
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  1    people that are educated and in a position to make

  2    decisions.  And we have computers.  We have a very

  3    advanced technology that are in place today.  We have our

  4    people in office use it.

  5         So whatever -- whatever their knowledge or their

  6    speak, you know, I hope that these are being respected and

  7    considered because what I hear yesterday, what happened to

  8    the point of today or yesterday that even we had the

  9    hearing and people came forward to address their concerns,

 10    those things were not well considered and decision was

 11    made already.  And we come to find out last night.

 12         Anyway, I just wanted to tell you that we are talking

 13    about animals that are very intelligent, very intelligent

 14    and in a fragile and sensitive environment that they

 15    exist.  They use clean water.  They use clean air.  And

 16    most of all, they have got to have clean vegetation.  They

 17    have got to have it in order to be healthy, in order to

 18    be -- somebody mentioned that the shape of caribou was

 19    pretty well today, and that's true.  And that's true.  And

 20    it's never been like that for -- you know, for some time.

 21         And I -- we have noticed these animals found the

 22    different -- different feeding area, which is right

 23    directly north of this village.  A lot of people -- a lot

 24    of our hunters know exactly where -- where we are talking

 25    about.  So the animals that we're talking about is they

00061

  1    know where to go.  A lot of times, you know, when it's

  2    difficult to travel like on snow, they use mountain ridge

  3    where there is no snow.  The wind blows.

  4         I want to bring a couple stories.  When I was a

  5    little boy around six or seven years old, I went with my

  6    -- I spent a lot of time with my grandfather Albert E.

  7    Tritt.  I spent lots and lots of time.  I just barely

  8    remember sometimes.  But one time that we were behind the

  9    mountain, and we had tents.  And then there was another

 10    mountain right above it.  And one day him and I, we

 11    climbed that mountain, and the other side is steep like

 12    this [indicating].  And the valley, it was five miles of

 13    valley behind there with a creek.  And when we got behind

 14    it, all the valley opened up.  And I tell you the truth,

 15    the farthest we could see, it's covered with caribou

 16    moving, moving like this.  I remember that.

 17         And my grandfather would sit on a big rock, big

 18    boulder, you know, and look.  And my grandfather, he's a

 19    really spiritual man.  And he would sing, you know.  We

 20    saw the -- we played the drums a while ago, and that was

 21    part of it.  I remember over and over I hear when he sing

 22    it.  And when he look for animals he sing it, you know.

 23         I say that because we are real people.  These people

 24    that are the little ones, they come forward and say what's

 25    important to them.  It's true.  I don't want to take that
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  1    much time, but I -- but I -- I want to tell you again that

  2    the geese and waterfowl and ducks, they have a resting

  3    place on the Yukon.  And people that lives on the Yukon

  4    River, they know -- they know where the resting place are

  5    for the ducks.  They all go up that coastal plain.  They

  6    all go up there to nest, to nest.

  7         And I was talking to one of my friends last night,

  8    [indiscernible] and Jerry that testified earlier.  I asked

  9    them, I said, how long does it -- when they come through,

 10    the ducks come through, how long does it last?  He said

 11    sometimes it lasts a whole week.  Lasts a whole week.

 12    Several thousand a day.  And you can imagine how many --

 13    how many ducks in this little area down there, but cover

 14    the whole Yukon River.  It's -- it's -- it's really

 15    massive, geese that go to the north.

 16         And fish do the same thing.  And fish, they come up

 17    the river.  They come up the river from the -- where the

 18    mouth of the Yukon is.  And they spawn in the clean water,

 19    clean -- clean -- clean water they spawn.  And they do

 20    that year after year.  They do that year after year.  We

 21    all know that.  The people that lives on the Yukon, they

 22    share fish.  They share fish that comes up to the clean

 23    water to spawn.  So like when spawning happens this year,

 24    it will come back in four to five years from now.

 25         Same thing happens with the caribou when they -- when
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  1    they travel, they use only one route.  And any caribou

  2    don't lead.  There is a leader in that herd.  There is a

  3    leader in the herd that does it.  They call that the

  4    (Alaskan Native word.)  That means leader.  They lead the

  5    herd.  And you can tell by the calluses on their arm right

  6    here.  Yeah, thick calluses.  Those are the leader.

  7         And I was talking about the fish.  Not only king

  8    salmon or chum salmon does that.  Whitefish does that,

  9    too.  They winter in the lakes and then they come out in

 10    the springtime and then they spawn.  They spawn.  They

 11    spawn during the summer.  And then in July the little fish

 12    like this come up the creek, bunch of them.  And we all

 13    know there is millions of creeks in Alaska.  It happens

 14    the same way.

 15         So I'm talking about our way of life.  It's really a

 16    way of life.  We are guarding the fish, the animals that

 17    use the area up there.  I don't know how much time I got,

 18    but I have -- give me about another five minutes?  No?

 19         One of the things that I wanted to tell you is that

 20    on your schedule, you said alternative -- you said

 21    alternative development.  There is -- in your -- in your

 22    plan, there is no alternative development.  These things

 23    have already been decided by executive order.  There is no

 24    alternative system that we would go to.  And I know that

 25    because I read -- a bunch of executive orders address
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  1    that.  So if you want any more information, come to me and

  2    ask me.

  3         One of the things I really wanted to say is that I

  4    see the ANILCA -- okay.  ANILCA is -- is a law that

  5    Senator Stevens addressed because there was a lack of

  6    subsistence protection in the land claims bill.  And he

  7    wants to try to correct it.  So he put it in the

  8    national -- what's that called, national interest land.

  9    And national interest land is where our -- national

 10    interest land is across the street -- across the river.

 11    But a lot of coastal village, they don't have -- they

 12    don't have natural interest land.  That's where the

 13    problem is.  The problem is there.  So ANILCA is

 14    unconstitutional.  So putting stuff like ANILCA in your

 15    schedule, I think there is a big question about it.

 16         Okay.  I don't have no more five minutes, so I guess

 17    I'll quit.

 18                    MS. RAEANN GARNETT:  I'll tell you my name

 19    in a minute.  I'm not speaking to my -- I'm not speaking

 20    to my people.  I'm -- I want to stand up here and speak

 21    for my people but I'm speaking to all of you.  Welcome.

 22    (Speaking in Alaskan Native language.)  My name is RayAnn

 23    Garnett.  My parents are Mike and Michelle Garnett.  My

 24    grandparents are Lillian and Jerry Garnett and Andy and

 25    Caroline Haley.  I am from Arctic Village and Venetie,
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  1    Alaska.  I'm Neets'aii Gwich'in Dene Navajo.

  2         Our people have lived on these lands along with the

  3    caribou for thousands of years.  Our way of life is at

  4    stake.  The caribou is at stake.  Our land, our culture,

  5    our language, our animals are very important to every one

  6    of us.  I've always been taught the important of our land,

  7    animals and culture.  I ask that you advocate for us to

  8    help protect our way of life.  Don't drill in the birthing

  9    grounds of our caribou.

 10         Mahsi'.

 11                    MS. MARY ROSE GAMBOA:  (Speaking in

 12    Gwich'in.)  My name is Mary Rose Gamboa.  I'm a Neets'aii

 13    Gwich'in from Arctic Village, and I live in Venetie.  And

 14    I'm here today to speak for the vadzaih.  Vadzaih is our

 15    main food.  I grew up with vadzaih.  I eat vadzaih all my

 16    life and still today I still eat vadzaih.  I don't like

 17    beef.

 18         So vadzaih is for dinner every night in my house.

 19    Vadzaih has done a lot of good in our lives.  Keep us

 20    healthy.  Help us grow strong.  Vadzaih is very important

 21    to us.  I don't know how my grandkids and their grandkids

 22    are going to do without vadzaih.

 23         Right now everything I say is for the future of my

 24    grandkids and their kids, that they matter more in the

 25    future of their life.
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  1         And vadzaih is only way they will survive by feeding

  2    on it.  I strongly say I stand against drilling where the

  3    life begins.  What's going to happen if they drill?

  4    What's going to happen to those calves?  I know for sure

  5    that they will not survive.  And if they don't survive,

  6    then how are my grandkids and their kids going to survive

  7    without that?

  8         Thank you very much for coming and listening to us.

  9    I appreciate that.  But the time to speak is not enough.

 10    Got a lot more to say, a lot more to pray for.

 11         Mahsi' Choo.

 12                    MS. FAITH GEMMILL:  Good afternoon.  My

 13    name is Faith Gemmill.  Neets'aii Gwich'in, Pit River,

 14    Wintu.  I'm from Vashraii K'oo, Arctic Village.  I spoke

 15    before before the panel, and I'm registering those

 16    comments.  So since we only have three minutes, I'm going

 17    to switch it up and talk about what we learned in our

 18    government-to-government meeting yesterday where we were

 19    told that all our -- pretty much all our requests were

 20    denied.  And that, to me, shows that this is already a

 21    flawed process.

 22         Even today we are rushed.  We have to put 25,000

 23    years of our life to three minutes to tell our story.  And

 24    that's not right.  But our chiefs are even being limited.

 25    Elders are being limited as they come up here to speak for
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  1    our people.  I just wanted to say that it's not right.

  2         I was just reading a document that was published in

  3    one of the papers about the Trump Administration,

  4    promotion of -- what the Trump Administration is doing is

  5    deregulating policies and process just to further energy

  6    development within our territories and indigenous

  7    territories all over the U.S. right now.

  8         The interest -- or his interest is deemphasizing

  9    climate change and conservation and reducing regulatory

 10    burdens of energy development just to fast-track harmful

 11    and devastating energy policies that are being imposed on

 12    our people.

 13         The problem with that -- and it's not just in Indian

 14    Country and within our traditional territories, all over

 15    the United States, here in Alaska, but it's on federal

 16    lands everywhere, places that people have stood and fought

 17    to protect for years, just like the Arctic Refuge.  40

 18    years we have held off the oil companies.

 19         The problem with this is that common sense dictates

 20    that if they rush the process as these development

 21    projects are moving forward, it opens the door and will

 22    lead to mistakes in the process.  And once these mistakes

 23    happen, there will be irreversible harm and destruction of

 24    the areas that -- where these projects are.

 25         That's why this process has to be slowed down.
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  1    Places that have stood for 40 years and been debated for

  2    40 years should not be opened within a year.  It doesn't

  3    make sense, especially now when we are in climate crisis.

  4    That's a fact.  It doesn't make sense to open up places

  5    for fossil fuel development while the world is debating

  6    the current climate crisis that we are all in.

  7         I just hope and pray that in this process, tribes in

  8    Alaska and Natives across the nation would once again

  9    unite our voices and start pushing back because we need

 10    to.  Our whole livelihood, everything we are as human

 11    beings is on the line.  It's not just us.  It's Native

 12    people everywhere this is happening to.

 13         I was down in Standing Rock when the -- when Trump

 14    was elected.  When we got up that morning after election,

 15    all the team that were camped there -- there was 10,000

 16    people there standing with the Dakota people against the

 17    Dakota access pipeline for water because it's going to

 18    pollute the Missouri River and impact all the tribes

 19    downstream.  And when we got up that morning, you could

 20    feel the sadness in the camps.  People were crying all

 21    around the camp.  We had a ceremony.  We had a delegation

 22    of women from Alaska.  We all, our hearts were down.  So

 23    we wanted to do a ceremony.  We went to the river to do a

 24    ceremony.

 25         And we -- in that ceremony I could see all this, and
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  1    we were crying.  The land was crying.  We could feel it as

  2    women.  And now it's becoming reality.  But there is

  3    something else.  That Dakota access pipeline, they did

  4    that based on a spiritual foundation, just like Gwich'in

  5    when we stood to protect the calving grounds.  It was a

  6    spiritual foundation.  And that's more powerful than the

  7    powers that be in Washington, D.C.  And that Dakota access

  8    pipeline, that was a wake-up call in a spiritual way.  It

  9    was an awakening.  And people are still waking up.

 10         And I think and I believe all those prayers of our

 11    elders that were put down for us, it will [indiscernible].

 12    We have to do our part.  But you, too, you have to do your

 13    part.  This issue is about your children, too, your

 14    grandchildren.  What are they going to have?

 15         That place, we have a prophecy about it.  It's called

 16    the voice from the north.  Our prophecy says that the

 17    great war is going to be fought in the north.  And when

 18    this great war is fought, it's going to be a wake-up, an

 19    alarm for the rest of humanity.  This war is going to be a

 20    war of words and paper, not weapons.  And when this

 21    happens, people are going to wake up.  And our prophecy

 22    has said that the north is going to win.  I believe we are

 23    going to win one way or another.  And I stand on that

 24    today.  But we have to do our part.

 25         This prophecy is similar to all the other Native
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  1    prophecies all across the world.  We have prophecies of

  2    this time and the earth right now and humanity.  Just like

  3    our prophecy, there is two paths.  One is a path of

  4    destruction.  One is a path of life.  And humanity is

  5    right there making that choice.  So this issue is part of

  6    that.  And which way we go determines what happens,

  7    whether we choose life or destruction for our children,

  8    all of our children and grandchildren.

  9         And I just want you to think about that.  Where do

 10    you go?  I hope you guys fly over Prudhoe Bay and see that

 11    destruction.  30 years of destruction.  It will never be

 12    repaired.  They can never put that land back the way it

 13    was.  And that's what my people are talking about.  The

 14    calving grounds, once there is destruction there, you

 15    cannot fix it.

 16         Once our food security is gone, it's gone forever.

 17    And our people depend on the caribou for our physical

 18    nourishment, our cultural needs, our social structure, our

 19    spirituality and our economic needs.  We are talking about

 20    everything in our life.  That's what this issue is about.

 21         And I said it in Arctic Village, and I'll say it

 22    again.  The U.S. has a chance to do it right this time,

 23    not repeat mistakes of the past with unjust policies like

 24    what happened with the buffalo and the plains tribes.  We

 25    don't have to do that again.  There is only six months
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  1    worth of oil there at the U.S. -- the current U.S.

  2    consumption rate.

  3         And Jonathan Solomon, he's one of the elders from

  4    Fort Yukon that fought for our people all these years.  He

  5    said why the Gwich'in people should not have to sacrifice

  6    our way of life for six months' worth of oil.  And that's

  7    what this issue is about.  We are being asked to sacrifice

  8    everything for six months' worth of oil.  And that's not

  9    right.

 10         So I just want to register again that I am opposed to

 11    any oil and gas development in the Arctic National

 12    Wildlife Refuge.  And I would hope that a new alternative

 13    is put on the table, a no-action alternative.  That would

 14    be most appropriate.  This issue merits it.  This is one

 15    of the most contentious issues in Congress, and it merits

 16    that.

 17         Mahsi'.

 18                    MS. MILDRED TRITT HANSON KILBEAR:  Thank

 19    you.  My name is Mildred Tritt Hanson Kilbear.  And my mom

 20    and dad is Christian Tritt, Sr. and Lily Tritt.  And my

 21    mom Lily has had 14 children.  Four pass away.  And there

 22    is six girls, and one of my brothers is here, Bobby.

 23    That's my youngest brother.

 24         And she raised a lot of children, but praise the

 25    Lord, you know, vadzaih (Gwichi'in word).  I'm very happy.
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  1    We talk about caribou.  That's the one we raise up in

  2    Arctic Village.  I was raised in Arctic Village.  And I

  3    remember my dad and all the elders, they all pass away.

  4    They all used to hunt vadzaih.  (Gwich'in word),

  5    whitefish.  (Gwich'in word), muskrats.  That's all our

  6    delicacy.  And I raise up with no lights, no TV, no -- no

  7    telephone.  Praise the Lord.  You know today we have

  8    phone.  We have lights.  We have -- they hired me as a

  9    cook, so I'm a cook, too, me and Jamie.  Jamie Frank.

 10    She's one good cook.  She knows how to cook and bake and

 11    fry.  She makes good cake.  Praise the Lord.  Thank you,

 12    Jesus.

 13         I'm so happy for this opportunity.  Our Natives could

 14    speak and talk, you know, from their heart.  That's good.

 15    My dad Christian Tritt, Sr., used to speak in a meeting,

 16    and I used to listen to him and I thank God that I gather

 17    wisdom and knowledge from all that growing, all that

 18    hunting.  I went through a lot of hunting.  He taught me

 19    how to do all that.

 20         So you know, God give you guys strength to go on, the

 21    Native people.  (Speaking in Gwich'in.)  We need this

 22    opportunity to go forward for our children.  You know, I

 23    have one great granddaughter, blue eyes, blonde hair, but

 24    she's a Gwich'in.  Praise the Lord.  And I thank God that

 25    she understand Gwich'in language.  Even my children, they
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  1    understand Gwich'in because we speak to them when they are

  2    small.  (Speaking in Gwich'in.)

  3         So keep the good work up, and enjoy the food.  Thank

  4    you.  Thank you for coming to Venetie.

  5                    MR. ERNEST D. ERICK:  Thank you, Mildred.

  6    That was a wonderful meal.  The chief of Venetie and also

  7    the government body and Arctic Village, I'm honored to be

  8    here.  My name is Ernest D. Erick.  I'm with the Native

  9    Village of Venetie Tribal Government over the last 62

 10    years, but I was in the leadership for the last 40 years.

 11    And I'm (Speaking in Alaskan Native language.)

 12         1988 I was a former chief with the Native Village of

 13    Venetie Tribal Government, and we done a lot of scope of

 14    process and everything all these years, you know, but they

 15    left that behind and they came back again.  And this time

 16    here, it's just a short testimony on the behalf of our

 17    people and the land that we belong to.  It's very

 18    important to have knowledge like each one of us has.

 19         And I believe my grandmother never went to school,

 20    but she raised up -- she delivered 77 children.  And one

 21    of them is about 80 years old now.  I raised up by Myra

 22    Roberts and James Roberts, the founder of reservation.

 23    They walked the land.  They put it on black and white.

 24    They speak their tongue.  They learn about their culture.

 25    They learn and they taught their culture to their
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  1    grandchildren.

  2         And it's very important for us that we have that

  3    knowledge today to continue what these people from

  4    government and also the State of Alaska are approaching

  5    the Native tribe in the short-term, and that's not

  6    allowed.  We've done it for the last 10,000 years.  The

  7    data is sitting in our office, all those important paper,

  8    what these people up here has wrote in the Gwich'in way

  9    for the Native people within the state.  There were a

 10    tribe that lead their country where other tribe will

 11    understand them, that it's very important for the sacred

 12    grounds and this refuge and all the BLM land.  Those land

 13    each one of us was decided to protect inside of that

 14    environment, that we have to protect those values that

 15    Gwich'in and Athabascan had for a number of years.  So we

 16    fought, we walked, we talked.  We praised the land, we

 17    pray for the land.  It was important for our grandchildren

 18    into the future.

 19         So those are the things that we scoped out for a

 20    number of years.  We have organization.  Name it.  We have

 21    it out there in the western culture to protect people

 22    that's indigenous for all their life, living the way that

 23    they used to live and continue living that way of life.

 24         Yes, the calving ground is important.  Yes, the

 25    migration of the land is important.  The people inside
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  1    Alaska, nine different dialects.  Nine different language.

  2    Athabascan, Yup'ik, the Eskimo people are the same.  They

  3    have a lot of different language, and their way have been

  4    taught.  It's not one voice.  It's a lot of voice that we

  5    have for the Native people.

  6         We all speak from our heart.  We all speak from a

  7    good, clearly experienced professional people here today.

  8    But we need friends today.  We need to continue, make it

  9    longer for this process that we are facing today.  I hope

 10    the government listen to us.

 11         North Korea is being listened to now today.  So the

 12    Gwich'in should be listened to themself.  We are not

 13    dictators, but we are the people from the land, the voice

 14    of the land, the children of the land.  We are going to

 15    continue doing what is the best interests for our people,

 16    no matter what kind of Native people we are.  We are going

 17    to carry that voice into the world again.

 18         This process is a BS deal for me because it's just a

 19    small term that Joe is coming here and also the State of

 20    Alaska.  The State of Alaska, the federal government, they

 21    left a scar on Alaska just because of oil.  A lot of spill

 22    happened in the Gulf.  A lot of spill happened in Prince

 23    William Sound.  A bullet went through that pipeline.  A

 24    lot of animal was being destroyed, and we don't even know

 25    it because Alaska doesn't want to communicate with the
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  1    tribe in this country.

  2         Today is the day.  You guys, you guys need to listen

  3    to people up in this country more than North Korea because

  4    we are the government of the body here.  We are going to

  5    live and live and live and live.  The history of that is

  6    here with us today.  Today my elder talked about

  7    technology.  We have that technology in place here today.

  8         But you cannot come here and make one-day decision

  9    because it ain't going to work for my grandchildren.  I

 10    was married for 35 years, and I'm still on my land.  I

 11    have Gwich'in kids.  I have Koyukon children.  I have to

 12    speak on tribe within the state of Alaska, what's the best

 13    interest for us to protect, protect the environment,

 14    protect the water, the living thing on the land.

 15         You guys are in the wrong territory.  Those lease,

 16    that's [indiscernible] as in one, the lease.  We need to

 17    utilize that, not the sacred grounds.  We released those

 18    leaded land to the oil company before.  You guys need to

 19    work on those.  Don't bother that land up there, the

 20    sacred land.  We cannot fight any more.  We fought for the

 21    last 30 years when you brought up.

 22         We were not part of the process that Murkowski or

 23    Sullivan made.  We were not part of that.  The tax bill

 24    was not -- we were not even part of it.  I'm ashamed from

 25    you people out there from the government and the State of
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  1    Alaska.  Dealing with tribal values isn't going to hurt

  2    us.  It's going to hurt yourself.

  3         But from my heart and your heart, there is a gift

  4    there that all of us, the Creator gave us to speak from,

  5    to listen to one another.  If I explain this to you in

  6    Indian way, it's going to go time, time, time.  You will

  7    never get it done.

  8         But let's make it short.  I forgive you.  You forgive

  9    me.  You don't bother the land that belongs to anybody.

 10    Those are the protection, just like that 300,000 acres

 11    down in Lower 48.  How much dollar you spend on it for

 12    protection.

 13         This is a sacred land.  I love my land from the

 14    bottom of my heart, just like my grandmother Myra Roberts

 15    and Jimmy Roberts.  I have 15 grandchildren, me and my

 16    wife.  I have 11 brothers, four sisters.  We all live this

 17    land.  Each one of you are my blood, and the blood goes

 18    down to California, Washington, D.C.  We have people in

 19    college today that's exercising their way of life as being

 20    determined so we don't want that to happen today.

 21         So wake up, government.  Don't deal with people

 22    because when you deal with the wrong kind of people up in

 23    this country, because (speaking in Alaskan Native

 24    language).  Very important.  Each one of you have

 25    education inside of your system that you already took
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  1    those values inside.  Each one of you got that here.  It's

  2    not the money-making business.  It's the things we done on

  3    the land already that's hurting the Mother Earth.

  4         So let's continue protecting.  This is the Gwich'in

  5    Nation up here.  It's not belong to the western world.

  6    There is a divide between us, but we still accept the

  7    Canadian people as one tribe; even the Eskimos, one tribe.

  8         Thank you.  Mahsi' Choo.

  9         Remember in your heart -- remember in your heart.  We

 10    don't want to get mad up here because it's no good for us.

 11    We are too thankful.  Mahsi' Choo.  Think about it, Joe.

 12         Thank you.

 13                    MS. KATHY TRITT:  Hello.  My name is Kathy

 14    Tritt.  And my mom is Elizabeth Cadzow, and my dad is Noah

 15    Peter.  And I'm going to talk in my language.  And I'll

 16    use a little bit of English because I can't say the

 17    Gwich'in coastal plain or term, stuff like that, so I'll

 18    use that in English.  (Speaking in Gwich'in.)

 19         That's what I'm asking.  You know, you guys already

 20    authorized all this, everything.  So what are we doing

 21    here?  (Speaking in Gwich'in.)  I hope there is something

 22    that you guys put down for us in there.

 23         Now, this caribou it's really important to us.  See

 24    how important this is?  We are not playing jokes or

 25    playing games here.  We are talking about our future, our
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  1    grandkids, our little ones that's out there.  I am ashamed

  2    of you guys, too, the United States.  We are the citizens.

  3    We are not some group of stupid little Natives that you

  4    could put somewhere.  You know, we are the people of this

  5    land.  And what we eat is -- this is our food.  See how

  6    good the food smells?

  7         Wake up a little bit.  Let's wake up.  Even our

  8    president, you know, all of you guys.  Secretary of

  9    Interior, BLM, all I see is gas and oil.  Paragraph, this

 10    and that.  Clause.  Yeah, the clause is to stop.  A paper.

 11    You know, like something that is provided for the future.

 12    That's what the clause is.  I looked at all this with a

 13    dictionary.

 14         I was fairly unimaginative this morning.  I could not

 15    even sleep last night.  There is a -- I don't know.  We

 16    have to do something.  But thank God we have got a very

 17    strong God.  God, you need to listen to us, us people

 18    here.  We got a strong people.  We are strong people.  We

 19    got families.  We are in reservations.

 20         Thank you for listening to us.  Thank you that you

 21    came here to listen to our concerns.  I hope there is

 22    something you put there because at the end of all this,

 23    all I see is terrible just always big trucks moving back

 24    and forth, no caribou.  You see that?  It's horrible.

 25    That's what I see.  And I smell it, too, the oil, the
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  1    crude oil.  I heard that it's really bad smell.  That's

  2    what we are going to smell up there.

  3         And on top of that, they won't even let us go there.

  4    They will tell us go back.  Go back, before you get hurt.

  5    Because you all ruined everything up there, and it's going

  6    to be ruined.  All this is even authorized [sic].  So

  7    right now we are just rushing, rushing, so they could

  8    leave.

  9         Thank you.

 10                    MS. MARGO SIMPLE:  Hello.  My name is

 11    Margo Simple.  (Speaking in Alaskan Native language.)  I'm

 12    really thankful to be here today.  And I want to tell you

 13    something.  Our kids grew up on caribou.  Our son Gabriel

 14    traveled with a school trip up to Arctic Village old way

 15    wintertime, springtime when the snow was still there,

 16    coming back with people from our school, Gwich'in people

 17    from our school.  And coming back, the caribou all around

 18    them, thousands of caribou all around them.  The very

 19    same -- very same herd that our grandma -- we work with my

 20    grandma, my husband's grandma.  We can sit with our

 21    grandma.   We learn and watch her so we could learn and do

 22    it with our children.  We learn from Grandma Maggie

 23    Roberts more.  We are not just going to forget about doing

 24    those things.  We want to get good at it, just like

 25    Grandma Alice Peter.  She have big pile of caribou skin in
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  1    spring, but then pretty soon it's all hanging on the

  2    clothes line, all hanging and wonderful my husband tell

  3    me.  And you know.

  4         I'd like to say one thing.  I went into the hospital,

  5    Fairbanks Memorial Hospital, and I went upstairs.  I went

  6    by where the babies are.  There was a soldier or a guard

  7    there with a gun.  That's how seriously FMH thinks about

  8    where the babies are and how carefully they want to watch

  9    over them so they are going to be safe and they are going

 10    to go home with their own mom and dad.  Nothing else is

 11    going to happen.

 12         We really care about these caribou.  We -- so many

 13    people said so much real, true, good things about why they

 14    know where they are going to calve.  That's the place.

 15    There is the place where life begins.  That's the place

 16    that they need.  And we are caring about them just like

 17    those guards.  They need that land, that good land that

 18    they have been using for thousands of years to have their

 19    young.  That's a good place.  It's a really good place.

 20    Are they going to find another good place?  That's their

 21    place.  That's a place that God gave them.  And I just

 22    want to.

 23         Thanks for listening.  Mahsi' Choo.

 24                    MS. TONYA GARNETT:  Hello.  (Speaking in

 25    Gwich'in.)  My name is Tonya Garnett.  I'm from Arctic
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  1    Village.  I'm the Executive Director of the Native Village

  2    of Venetie Tribal Government.  So this concludes the two

  3    scoping hearings in the Gwich'in villages.  But we left

  4    out many, many other Gwich'in villages, thousands of other

  5    Gwich'in people who did not get to have a say in this

  6    process.  I'm not sure if you feel like you have heard

  7    enough, but we -- it's definitely an injustice leaving out

  8    a lot of the other villages and our Canadian brothers and

  9    sisters on the Canadian side.  And I can guarantee you

 10    that this is not the last you will hear from us.

 11         The United States government has a long history and

 12    it's a known fact of genocide and assimilation on Native

 13    people, and this is just another bill that's trying to --

 14    an attempt of genocide on the whole Native culture, our

 15    people, our tribe.  And these are real people sitting out

 16    here.  Every time we meet I tell you that.  I remind you

 17    that.  These are our hunters, our leaders, our mothers,

 18    our grandmas, our grandpas, our kids.

 19         We are here.  We are taking time away from our lives.

 20    Each time I'm with you, I'm away from my kid.  I have

 21    elderly parents.  My parents are in their -- my dad is 82.

 22    My mom is 77 -- 76.  And I help -- I'm a caretaker for

 23    them.  And I have a nine-year-old son.  I take time away

 24    because this is important.  The hunters here, they take

 25    time away from hunting.  And all the mothers here, they
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  1    take time away from their kids because this is important

  2    to us.  It's our way of life that's on the line.  And it's

  3    another form of genocide being pushed on Native people.

  4         And I want you to think about it.  What side of

  5    history do you guys want to be on?  What is the legacy

  6    that you want to leave behind?  Look at the economic

  7    impacts that's it's going to have on our people.  Is it

  8    right to take away from our people to give to just a small

  9    one percent, to benefit a small one percent of the people?

 10    Take a whole life from us, a culture that's thousands and

 11    thousands of years old?  Like Sam said, we have proven

 12    data because we are still here.  We are still living our

 13    culture.  The things that we do today our great, great,

 14    great, great, great-grandparents did thousands and

 15    thousands of years ago.  Is it right to take that away

 16    just to benefit a small percent of the population?

 17         And why is there such a rush?  The bill mandates a

 18    lease to be done in four years.  Why -- why was all of our

 19    requests denied?  Why is there a rush when we have four

 20    years for that first lease?  There should -- this needs to

 21    be a thorough study.  The impacts of our -- the economics

 22    of our communities need to be studied.

 23         And like Will said, there needs to be a study on the

 24    caribou that's going to be impacted, the birthing grounds.

 25    This is a different case than all the other ones, all the
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  1    other -- the Arctic Central herd and whatnot, the other

  2    caribou herds.

  3         This process is an injustice.  It's being pushed fast

  4    and hard on our people.  Our people are having to learn a

  5    foreign process to them, and we are having to move fast

  6    and hard.  And why -- and we are being rushed at it,

  7    everything.  Even this meeting right now we are being

  8    rushed.  Couldn't have Kaktovik's meeting been scheduled

  9    for tomorrow?

 10         Like I said before, our people are a simple, humble,

 11    but a happy people.  Our way of life is at stake.  Our

 12    livelihood is at stake.  We speak for those that came

 13    before us, and we speak for those that will come after.

 14    Our culture is alive and strong.  The Porcupine caribou

 15    herd and the Gwich'in people have lived together since

 16    time immemorial.  It's our whole identity at stake, our

 17    traditions, our culture.  It gets us through an

 18    everchanging world.  Is it right to take away from us just

 19    to benefit a small one percent?  Is it right -- is it

 20    right to take away a whole culture just to benefit a one

 21    percent?

 22         Again, I want to remind you, what side of history do

 23    you want to stand on?  What legacy do you want to leave

 24    behind?

 25         Mahsi'.
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  1                    MR. JERRALD JOHN:  I'm Jerrald, and I'm

  2    from Arctic, and I'm on the Arctic Village Council.  And I

  3    want to say that I hear a lot of good, true stories from

  4    everyone here.  And I want to say thank you to the people

  5    of Venetie for your hospitality.  And I had a very great

  6    time sharing stories.  And when we first got here, we

  7    handed out a lot of fish, and I hope you guys enjoyed

  8    that.

  9         And I'm going to be heading down to D.C. with friends

 10    and family this afternoon.  We will be taking the fight to

 11    Joe Balash's front door this time.  I'm staying with my

 12    Uncle Bobby.  And we were looking over documents and --

 13    documents on caribou herd.  And we go back ten years back

 14    to 2008.  The Porcupine caribou herd was estimated 100

 15    and, I think, 57,000.  And you fast forward it now to

 16    2018, the population is at least over 217,000.  That's a

 17    roughly increase of 70,000 caribou in ten years.  So that

 18    means all of us here are doing our job by protecting them.

 19    They are thriving.

 20         And what's going to happen when the oil companies go

 21    there?  We are definitely going to see a decline.  You

 22    know, like they said, think of the toxic air.  They never

 23    smelt that before.  So it's under threat, you know.  Just

 24    for instance, me, David, Jr., my uncle Jimmy, we put out

 25    fish net and we are harvesting fish.  I told you guys the
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  1    last time we were waiting for waterfowl, and that's gone.

  2    We already did that.  Now we are moving on to fish.  And

  3    right after fish where you guys are talking about your

  4    next meeting, that's when we are going to be moose hunting

  5    and caribou hunting.  And like I said, we are taking --

  6    right now I'm supposed to be working on fish.  I took time

  7    out of my life, my way of life to come here to speak to

  8    you guys.

  9         And yeah, I just wanted to say that.  And yeah, I

 10    hope you guys make the right decision.  My life -- you

 11    know, I got no kids, but this guy here, he's been hanging

 12    out with me for the last past since I got here, five days.

 13    And yeah, I'm fighting for him.  So all of us here, we are

 14    all doing a good job, and hopefully these people make the

 15    right choices for us.

 16         And when I say we are Native American, the Native

 17    come first, then American.  All of us here, we feel kind

 18    of mad, angry.  When we see shootings going on in schools

 19    down states, you know, we feel mad, frustrated.  We feel

 20    sorry for them.  And we are really religious.  We pray for

 21    people.  We never even met that family.  We pray for them.

 22    We may never meet them, but we still pray.  So yeah, I

 23    pray you guys that all you here make the right decision on

 24    behalf of not us, but all Americans so they could go up

 25    there, enjoy walking on the land and not seeing a bunch of
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  1    oil rigs, you know.

  2         That's all I have to say.

  3                    MR. JOE BALASH:  I would just like to

  4    close by saying thank you again.  This is not the only

  5    part of this conversation.  It's one that will continue

  6    not just in Washington, D.C., but back here in Venetie and

  7    Arctic Village again.  So I look forward to continuing to

  8    talk about the ways in which this program can progress and

  9    the ways in which we can shape the program, put conditions

 10    on leases and do everything we can to minimize any impact

 11    on caribou, on waterfowl, on fish.  Those are all of the

 12    things that we are going to be working very hard to

 13    achieve in this process.

 14         And words that you speak, the stories that you tell

 15    us all help and help us make the best decisions possible.

 16    And I look forward to returning before there is snow on

 17    the ground.

 18         So thank you.

 19               (Proceedings adjourned at 1:33 p.m.)
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