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Kathy Labriola,
1714 9 Street
Berkeley, CA 94710

RECEIVED

June 13, 2018 021959 018 JU 21 BHI0: 59
Mr. Ryan Zinke, Sec. of the Interior GEFICE OF THE

EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT
U.S. Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20240
Dear Sec. Zinke,

The Gwich'in people have lived in Alaska for more than 20,000 years. They
consider the Coastal Plain of the Arctic Refuge sacred. And they depend on
the Porcupine Caribou Herd -- which uses the refuge as a birthing ground.

Now, Trump wants to destroy the Arctic Refuge by opening it up to Big Oil.
This would cause irreversible damage to the ecosystem and would devastate

the Gwich'in pecople’s way of life.

The Department of the Interior has the power, and the responsibility, to
prevent this attack on this indigenous Arctic community and our environment.
| understand that the Department of the Interior is asking for public
comments on its plans for oil drilling in the Arctic, and | am writing o voice
my strong oppesition to this plan.

The Arctic Refuge is the largest national wildlife refuge in the United States.
It consists of nearly 20 million acres of protected lands.

The Coastal Plain that's under threat is the calving and post-calving ground
for the Porcupine Caribou Herd. The Gwich'in people have relied on the
caribou for millennia and consider the Coastal Plain to be “the sacred place
where life begins.”

We know that oil drilling would cause irreversible damage to this fragile and
pristine ecosystem and the communities that inhabit it. Please reconsider this
dangerous plan to drill for oil in the Arctic!




