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The Coastal Plain is the calving and post-calving ground for the Porcupine Caribou
Herd, an important subsistence resource for the Gwich’in Nation. The Gwich’in people
have relied on the caribou for millennia and consider the Coastal Plain to be “the
sacred place where life begins.” Protecting the caribou and its habitats is a matter of
basic human rights for the Gwich’in. Protection of the herd and its habitats along its
migration route is one of the original reasons why the Arctic Refuge was set aside, and
there is treaty between the U.S. and Canada to protect the herd. Interior needs to gather
the best possible scientific information and err on the side of caution to ensure that the
herd is fully protected from oil and gas activities.
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