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CoastalPlain_EIS, BLM_AK <blm_ak_coastalplain_eis@blm.gov>

[EXTERNAL] No oil and gas drilling in Arctic Refuge 
2 messages

Richard Prince <rdprince57@hotmail.com> Tue, Jun 19, 2018 at 2:25 PM
To: "blm_ak_coastalplain_EIS@blm.gov" <blm_ak_coastalplain_EIS@blm.gov>

To: Bureau of Land Management,
 
We, along with many others, am committed to preserving our most precious remaining natural
wilderness. The Trump administration's drive to invade the pristine Arctic Refuge in search of oil
and gas is completely wrong.  That U.S. Senator, Lisa Murkowski, was able to tuck this provision
(to open the refuge to drilling) into last year's tax package when debate about it was hardly
possible, is deeply disappointing. It reversed six decades of bipartisan efforts in Congress to
protect the Arctic Refuge.
 
A recent Seattle Times essay by Sally Jewell, former U.S. Secretary of the Interior ((2013-2017),
presents powerful reasons against  the administration's claim " that drilling in the Arctic Refuge is
an important component of its energy dominance strategy, necessary to bolster our nation's
energy portfolio." 
 
Reason #1: "Right now the oil and gas industry has a massive surplus of oil and gas leases and
permits. Less than half of federal acreage under lease is currently producing." 
 
Reason #2:  The most promising oil plays are still in the Lower 48, primarily on state and private
lands." "...Any economist would tell you that adding to the glut of supply at this time just doesn't
make good business sense."
 
Reason #3: "The most concerning claim of all is that the drilling can be done safely, without harm
to the surrounding environment." (Critical calving grounds to caribou, denning habitat for polar
bears and home to more than 200 species of migratory birds.)  "We know from experience that the
web of roads, requisite infrastructure and inevitable spills would cause irrevocable damage to one
of the most sensitive and pristine places on the planet." This is substantiated "by U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service after a multiyear review that included more than a million public comments,
including scientists, biologists and Alaska Native communities."
 
Please, PLEASE do not destroy a precious natural refuge for a short term goal of getting more oil
and gas.  We must change direction and get our energy from renewable resources.  Our planet
needs leaders who see the importance of looking to the long-term health of the planet and all of us
who live here.  
 
The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge must be sustained and cherished.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Prince
Kenmore, WA 98028
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From: Richard Prince <rdprince57@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 19, 2018 5:25 PM 
To: blm_ak_coastalplain_EIS@blm.gov 
Subject: No oil and gas drilling in Arc�c Refuge
 
To: Bureau of Land Management,
 
We, along with many others, are committed to preserving our most precious remaining natural
wilderness. The Trump administration's drive to invade the pristine Arctic Refuge in search of oil
and gas is completely wrong.  That U.S. Senator, Lisa Murkowski, was able to tuck this provision
(to open the refuge to drilling) into last year's tax package when debate about it was hardly
possible, is deeply disappointing. It reversed six decades of bipartisan efforts in Congress to
protect the Arctic Refuge.
 
A recent Seattle Times essay by Sally Jewell, former U.S. Secretary of the Interior ((2013-2017),
presents powerful reasons against  the administration's claim " that drilling in the Arctic Refuge is
an important component of its energy dominance strategy, necessary to bolster our nation's
energy portfolio." 
 
Reason #1: "Right now the oil and gas industry has a massive surplus of oil and gas leases and
permits. Less than half of federal acreage under lease is currently producing." 
 
Reason #2:  The most promising oil plays are still in the Lower 48, primarily on state and private
lands." "...Any economist would tell you that adding to the glut of supply at this time just doesn't
make good business sense."
 
Reason #3: "The most concerning claim of all is that the drilling can be done safely, without harm
to the surrounding environment." (Critical calving grounds to caribou, denning habitat for polar
bears and home to more than 200 species of migratory birds.)  "We know from experience that the
web of roads, requisite infrastructure and inevitable spills would cause irrevocable damage to one
of the most sensitive and pristine places on the planet." This is substantiated "by U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service after a multiyear review that included more than a million public comments,
including scientists, biologists and Alaska Native communities."
 
Please, PLEASE do not destroy a precious natural refuge for a short term goal of getting more oil
and gas.  We must change direction and get our energy from renewable resources.  Our planet
needs leaders who see the importance of looking to the long-term health of the planet and all of us
who live here.  
 
The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge must be sustained and cherished.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Prince
Kenmore, WA 98028
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