


History of Actions Towards Protection of the International Values of Northeast Alaska and Northwest

Canada

 1952 George Collins and Lowell Sumner complete a document entitled: A Proposed Arctic

Wilderness International Park: A Preliminary Report Concerning its Values.

 1960 The Arctic National Wildlife Range is established in northeastern Alaska to “preserve

unique wildlife, wilderness and recreational values”

 1970 The Arctic International Wildlife Range Society meets in Whitehorse, Yukon Territory to

discuss efforts to establish an international conservation area.

 1970 The Arctic Gas Consortium is formed to build a natural gas pipeline from Prudhoe Bay to

the MacKenzie River crossing the coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Range and

adjacent lands in Canada.

 1977 Justice Thomas Berger completes his exhaustive Mackenzie Valley Pipeline Inquiry Report

which recommends no authorization of the Arctic Gas Pipeline until land claims of aboriginal

peoples of northwestern Canada are settled. The Berger Report also recommended

establishment of conservation areas in Canada adjacent to the Arctic Refuge.

 1979 The governments of the United States and Canada initiate negotiations for an international

treaty for the conservation of trans boundary migratory caribou herds.

 1980 President Carter signs the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act which adds

over 9 million acres of land to the Arctic Refuge, and creates the Yukon Flats National Wildlife

Refuge (8.6 million acres), the bringing nearly all of the range of the Porcupine Caribou Herd in

the US under refuge protection. Eight million acres in the Arctic Refuge are designated as

Wilderness.

 1984 The Inuvialuit people and the Government of Canada finalize a land claims agreement

which includes establishment of the Northern Yukon National Park which was later re-named

Ivaavik National Park and borders the Arctic Refuge. This agreement also established a Special

Conservation Area in the northern Yukon that is adjacent to Ivaavik NP.

 1987 The Agreement Between the Government of Canada and the Government of the United

States of America on the Conservation of the Porcupine Caribou Herd is signed.

 1995 Vuntut National Park and Old Crow Flats Special Management Area are established in

Canada adjacent to the Arctic Refuge as a result of Final Land Claims Agreement between the

Vuntut Gwich’n First Nations and the Government of Canada.

 1998 Tr’ondek Hwech’in First Nation settles land claims with the Government of Canada and

Yukon Territory, resulting in the establishment of Tombstone Territorial Park in the upper

Ogilvie River basin, protecting key winter habitat of the Porcupine Caribou Herd.

 1999 Ni’iinlii Njik (Fishing Branch) Territorial Park (7,000 sq Km) is established as part of the

Vuntut Gwich’n First Nations land claims settlement, in the upper Porcupine River region of

Yukon Territory to protect chum salmon spawning areas, grizzly bear concentrations and habitat

of the Porcupine Caribou Herd.
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....pp...ol.t. ,h. opport ...""y t'o comm.nt on th............ 

th., .....0 cr...ei.l to th. , ...t ...... 0' o...r ~opl.. ' 

u.) ..,_. o,_"til'll on th....port it_" _ ...... , .del..... 
the i ...... 0' N.'Sv. Allo,..nt.. 0' 173 .ppli••'10ftS only 4 
h..... t:.en • .tUeet. Thi. i •• viol.tion 0' o...r ~opl•• 
rilht_ .nd shovld be cor...~.d ••• 'irst priority. It i. 
o...tr.g.ov. th.' yo.....n .~ Millions 'or .tudi••• develop

.PIC! iMpl_"t p1.ns, .nd .v..n pe...n: d.v.loPMent t. occv.. 

",hU. 0 ..... ~opl. h.v....n.d 10 or 30 y••rs '0.. UU. t. 

th.ir l.nd.. Many, '0' 0 ..... olel people h.v. dieet be'ors 

I.'ting th.ir 1.PIC! arid ..ny oth.rs ..ill '00. We .tronlly 

advi•• yo... to ...dir.~ so.. 0' YOIl.. '1ll'Idinll to the 

approp..i.,. alle"oy to aeo_plish thi., .rId _, ",11 I oppo•• 

• ny addiUonal,...ndinll '0.. the FWS whU. thl. i ...........in• 

...n ....oly.d. ' 


,(~,,;rtt~. r.,POi-t: is ;'.ry pr".Jl.Idical ••ainst 'h. 1.lIal ..1ght.
a)'ii:l:1'Ia)i 0' U,. 0' ....b.i.t_ people in .oYr .,..... W. don't 
,..y':lIh.t thi. pr.J...dic. al.inst our people i. done em 
pllr~.t b..., it yo... look ., 'his ''''Il10''' o.",'vlly yo.....1.1 1 

,... U _rywh..... 

Wh.n the Arctio, Ral'l.- was orilio".lly ••tabllsh.d, one 0' 
the p...rposes wa. '0.....cr••tion. Wh.n th. d-I bill "'•• 
1ntl"OCl"'lMd thi. was .tHl one 0' th. _in .....on. propos.d 
'or ANWR (.nd Klilnai R.'...... lso). Con.rs•• ch.n.H th.t. 
Th.y took ........tion o...t a. OM 0' 'h. p.....po••• 0' ANWR .nd 
p...' in inst.ad the rosad to provide 'or ......i.t.ne. ....... 
W. kl'lOtt bec...... ..,. ••k.d COnll..... to M.k. 'he ch.nll.. Onc. 
'hey ...nd....tood the i ...... they .1I"eecI ""thout ••inlli. 
objection. 

Th. p .. obl.m i. th.t ev.ry.. h .... you look in this r.port 
....b.i.t.roe. i. tr.ateet like .ny oth.r ...... AltNough yo ... 
li.t the p...rpo... 0' th. R.''''II. i" the bOok. including 
....b.'.tenc.,.ltolO.t .".rywh_ .1•• it _ ...rId. 1ike 
....b.i.t.nc•••port h...nttn•••port arid co.mercial 'ishl"1I .rId 
r.c....tlon "'ill b. t ....ted .11 the ••••• or .v.n ..or... Vo... 
don't .".n, consld.~ ....b.l.tenc. 0rI. 0' the ·.'lIni'ic.nt 
i ••u••- r.i.ed by the public (p.llii), In the ch.rt. 0rI 
..Ev.l ....tion 0' .It.r_ti.....• (p.393-4), .nd _cl_eo_lc 
imp.ct. (p.387-8) yo... Pl"llt.rId lik.'your r ..pon.tbility t. 
only to .110.. o...r ~opl.,togo h...nting or"t.hing. not to 
protect, ....b.l.t.~.. Th. right to go h ...nting i. not 
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·ubal.'.ne..."hou' the habit.t to .upp~...ildlif.. ~or 
.x.mpl., Al'.rn•• iv. 3 would .110.. eOMN~i.l 10lginl on 26_ 
of th. r.fug.. Th... tiMbered .1"•.. are ..h.t .~pport 'h. 
M.r'il'l .l'Id 'other animal. th.' our .a"~ 'r.p~ d.pend 0". 
but ~our char' does"" show .I'IY diff_reno•• for .ubsi.,.nc. 
u.er. betw"l'I.l10..inll .v.n l.r•••cal. ,logllinll a"d 
prftltC""II'h. l'al'ld. You hay••n_.red 'h. "I"ona qu ••' '0" 
i" • w.y 'h.' ,hid_ th. 'rut" alDeu, diff.r.n' .n.rnat lv•• 
fol" .ub.i.'.nce peopl.. Por u. 'h. "oPpol"'uni,y '0 .nllall. 
i" .ub.i.'.nc." ...". 'h. I"iaht to a prOductiv. na'ur.l 
....vl__"I:, ... w.U a. the righ' to 1'1101"', f'.iI, tl".P .'c. 
Thi. an.ly.i••bout 'h. dlff.I"."' op'lon••hould be 
iMprov.d. Vo~ f.llul". '0 recoin'.. th. po'."t'.l fol" 
adve,... iMpact. on .ub.i.t.~ people from ..... of th. 

al'.l"naUv•• 


(::I) Nona of ths .It.rna,lv_ is re.lly d..III".d .roul'lcl 'h. 
n..d. 0' local p.opl.. QUI" prlol"lty i... Pl"ot.ct the la"cI 
~l'Id '0 provid. for th........ .,.ed.• of 'OA.Ir ,.o~l. lno)",dinl 
• CIONIIlU d.v.lpptll.nl: ••_. ,•••• II .' ....' t ......... ' 
..........111* ___....... loin...,..... ' ........c.... 
................................. 1MNIt,.,.· ........" 'tIIMcft 

~..•,..... _ .,1., ..... ,.i•••i·............I:o' Th••• • 1". 1)
.round Old .rohl'l L.k.; .) J'u"Jik Rlv.1" from Tilllber l.k. '0 
itl. co"'lu.~...Uh ,h•• Pk. 3) Eas' ~ol"k Ch.Malar Riv.r'r_ .•bou' Red " ••p Cre.k dow". .M 4) th. lower "ll'Id 
Rh'tlr. Th... plac.. are 1 ik. our back y.rd. TI'I.y .1". u-.cl 
'.U th. U_ fol" .11 _1"11. of r.asons••1'ICt .1so i'l'lOlud. v.ry 
...ny·.llot_nt .,t_ .a ...11. Th... • 1"••• • hould b. Mal'l.ged 
so th.I: ....C.I'I co"tinu. w"hout too many~bl.... On. 
pel"'lcul.1" '.su. for tl'l....r ... Is 'h. ".y yOU d.fil'l. 
COMMercl.l lOlling. 8-.tiM.... 1'1'" 10lla 'or. public . 
bulldi..... W••u., be .bl. to pey 01.11" people to I.' 101. for 
an... ctll.ll"Oh or Hhool bulldlr'lI 01" CI'OIIIftIul'IUy hou.. or .1'1), 
0'1'1.1" illlpOI"1l.", re.son wlthou'int.l"f.r.~. You ••"'1'10' 
bllll.d • Hbr.1")/ In Pail"bal'lka .. i'hou' P.yinl _k.l". for 
'h.ir ."01"'. and ''''. a..... ~I"u. up here. Wh.,h.r 01" 1'10' 
w•••1'1 pey _eo_ '0r • eO-unIty PI"OJ-', 01" ...h.th.1" the 
log••re f~ • hou•• or • pubUc building shouldn" lII.k••ny 
di"ere~. but '0 be ••'., th....1""••ho",ld no' be 
Includ.d .•• Wild.I"....... Logllh'lI 'h.t I. _, '01" l.'oe.l u•• 
in 0"'1" 1".liol'l should 1'10' b••llo..ed I" .ny e.... Th••x.ct 
bound.ri.. 0' '1'1....re•••l'Iould be 'based on the .dvi•• of 
'h. paopl. in Are'l~ Yill.l~ .nd Yene'i•• 

(4.) In ol"der' for our eo_unUi.. '0 .ul"vlv. ov.r 'h. 10"11 
t ....... _ wi 11 need pel"........, Job. ,.~ 01.11" peopl.. Th. FWIiI 
pl.1'I .hould inolud•• _ratninll prOIl"'•••l'Id • go.l of fiUinll 
.11 fu1lu",. ,lob. m.n.ginll.1Ih••• 1".'1.111•• i·" our .I".a ..Uh 
local peopl•• Th.' wouldbrinll more lO~II-l••'ing be....fi' 1:0 
our people th~1'I .ny .lIIOunt of 1_.1 101llinll or .1ninl·_uld 
.v.'" do, .nd ..v. mo.... y by d~I"...lng 111'1. I'I'" fo", publie.••t.,........ We .1". "0' '.lklng .bou1l Ju.t ,empor.ry tech. 

Job., bu1lr•• l full-'ime ..1'I.g......1I al'ld b~ologl.' .nd el~k 

po.i'ion.. Thi. t:ould be do.... with " •• and • t:oMMittment 
'0 h.lpour peOple II.' 'h......d.d .kill. al'ld ''''.11'11"1. 

. ,
US. HI. would .1_. lik. '0 polnt 01.1' • f_ cor~ions in 

'youl" repol"1l. 

--p.149 Ft. Yukon ~pl••1_ u•• the .ntire POrcupin.
Riv.1" .11 the ..ay ll'lto C.I'I.d. 'Ot' .ub.i'ence, Ju.t 11k. 
Ch.lk)'i'.ik. Th. bound.ry on your _p ..... prob.bly:t.k." 
froM 'h••,.t.'s .ubsl.t.nee .tudy. which 1. no' corl"ect. 
Thi. 's i.pol"1lant '0 u. and should b. ch.nll.d. 

--I beli.v. th. population ..'i••'. for th. Poruupin.
C.r I bou Herd i. 1'10" lU, 000, 1'10' 100, ,000. 

--p.l.lII. CoordinaUon ,d.'h o'her _g.'I'I01••, should _'a 
obUg.Uo.... of U8-ca1"la4a Pq.f Agl"......n' aM ...... to "1'I.uU 
..ith th. Ca....di.n POI"Oupin. Caribou ".1'1.1......' 8oal"~ .M 'h. 
new in'.r....'ional PCH board 'hat ..111 be fOI"Med• 

--p.l,.. W.ter r1l1ht. "c'ion .hould not. 'hat 'h. 
V.n.'i. Ae.erve h•• '1111. '0 '1'1••0 1/. of 'h••• FOt'k 
·Ch.1'Id41.I"Rlver, 'l'ICludil'lg the ".'.1" eolu.n. Thi. i•••I'I 
impol"'.I'I' o.,..ton'h.'·.~ould be OOI"~.d. 

....p.397-. Your "" ••' •• of addit10nai fuMin.....ed. 
.1". out of 'ouch .. ith '0\.11" CU"'I"."t federal buell.t .ituatiol'l 
al'lCl. 1"••1 U~.. We don't .......ny more ......g......t ., 'I'll. 
"iMe. or :I" th.· 1'1••1'" ·future. Wh.' )'0\.1 should do i. ",lICIi"'ltCt 
.- 0' your eu_.nt budg •. ' '0 .p~vil'lll .Uo'_n'••nd "or 
tl"a:ll'll"l looal people for th••• Jobs 11'1 the fu'ure, 
il'lCludinll • pl.n '0 ~. thoe. Jobs to loc.l comMuniti... 

--p.4O.1-\. Al"cUc vl1l". i. not • c:i.ty. U I. 
1I0verned by • V:lllal. Council. a. i. \1......,1'.. Th. N.Uv. 
VIll.lI. of V.....". T",ibal _ov.r.....l'lt 1•• fed.r.lly 
I"IICOllnhed IRA 'rib.l lIover_n' '01" both Arctic Villall••nd3 V....., i ••, Th... • 1". '1'11"" ..per.'. gover._nt.' und.r f.d.r.l 
I ••• 

Th.nk you fol" 'h. opportunity to comm.... , on 'I'll. iMport.nt
repo",t •. 

.thon 8010lll0n. 

J~,h" 
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Tanana Chief' CMfeTenc8. Inc. 

101 J'tM Aft, 
PIIirIIub, AlMIra 81701 

UKm411N161 ~ 
Arctio ..tuge pl.annilllJ '1'... 
u.s. 'i~b and Wil41ife Service 

1011 ...t TUdor Road , 

.l.neb.on.p~ Ua.~_ I~~L.-_.,..,p-,,;::


I<;-:'~"'~?-~":'~~,~, "J ",',..v .... ~·~''"-·';:~''.,;:..'' 

Dear Pl.ann1ri9.'I'Ul ~1:'1h -1 ,,;>_. . 


';<'c" ",-if''''' ,/ !fl."'" ., " .' ". ' 

The T~ ,',Qli.ta Conf~., lJIo;' woI,\l.d"iJ.iU .to ,'taU the 

oppo~',1:~7 ':-::*0' Cdll:aertt~':.ozi:':;;U6 ":4;att" UW1f', ..~~_lve· 

co. .' t1on~l.n at .thla time. The '1'1INUUl ,ChiefaCent.renee,
tJ'. .1I1t jil-'Ilat,.t.va,' nonprofit .erviee orpililiatiOn ',' .ervinv 43 .	 levan.l of. our .vill_V_ 11" the 'j"P:l~....ln 1:hIl.7ila.kan Interior. 
:;~!~d'~ reaourc.. a. Ill'I in1:evra;L part of their'.ub~~~~ence . 

'~bj'~ 'to the temiloOllPrelieNIive- a. part of .thepl&n"~
"~'~'~):l~~''''1i!,ceuse 1.5 ai11ion refll9a aorea on the coa.tal'Pla~ ;,,,n,:': .,tt 0'11:, of the plan. In this reapeot, the plan faUe,. to tu. 

i I,. tp -1lpunt t:he .•YMzoviatio effecta of various devtilopaent 

01 J .•.'" ,erUi't'i~. in the 1002 area .. _ld be appropriate for a.plan Of.'" 

CD • l;.1i}/.~a. tne. The 1002 report ia laqaly a pol1tio&l clOc:rwMnt tb&~ . 

1CO 1 ,~~jrta.111..11Y dOlHl not tau ourviUev.. aubsistence concarNi into : 
.~. 1if4011nt. While the report detail. poa.iI:Ile .ffect. on Kaktoyik' •. ' 

; :,,~ ui),iatanca econoay, the "dOCUMllt _~ly .tata. thet." the" 

; ""OO1)~!III of our vi11aps _14 liUly be afJIIGted., pel'iodl no 


a.:;:~rtt).er·; inveatigation ..and di.cusaion of the aatter.. In ahort,

'\~e)JJftG Coneervation' plan" ahou14 look at aU potential

.19l'litiQant eotivitie. that"l'~fect' the retup; .. t.be xational 
Bnv~~m..nta~ l'olicy ~t.~~~•• : . . -. . . 

The T·ananaChi.f.&l\~e~~•• '· tri~.. iI~Port. the position,t.un by'
,tl:!e ~!\.t..-national Porcupine Caril:lou c-i..iolu· . 
..;;;t,.""" 	 .. '; . 

wil4~..,.,.t.,t:~.hlJ.HY· .' '," r.-.....a) '; ..... : ........~'.Md" ' ..' the. ftW.. .... '." .. ,~ aaa
. .t....... to ..... .. )IIt; .... , .... '...... a
il~" 1) ai:OW\cI 014 :r.0hIi lA.."'. . ~.' .... 

~ ~~al~/i~:1I'~-=t"'~';"··j·· ". ~.~),=
lowu 1f1ncl Iu'var. Thill would be con*iat.ent with the 
pUqIOs.. for which the rtifllge WIUI ..tabliahed. and _14 be 
the leaat coa1:1y aana9eaent .db.... 

1:1) 	 The Xat:iv. A11ota.nt application. in the btuCJ8 auat be 
aettled. 

MAD:Ll: .. - 488-189 

0) 	 The pllll'l ahould include a tnininCJ Prott'U and a Vo&l' of 
fUl1l19 the IIIIl1'IIltuant jobll for the :aefllge with 100&1 
people., 

The plan faUa to recOlJDlIe the potential for' adVerae 
iapaote on auba1atence in ..veral IICtIJIarioa.. , Subdateno& i. 
treated equal to or l ..a than other ua.a in the pllll'l ¥ban 
the ..efllge purpoaa eatabl1ah protection of aul:laiatence us.. 
aa a priority. ' , 

dl 

w. do not f ..l that the Prllferncl Uternative A is the be.t 
manaq.ment .oenario frca the ecOftOaic perapeotive ofoour villaVaa 
er of the united. stat.. GoVermaent. 1,t is not the,lIO.t CIONIl.­
tent alternative with the purpOM. for ¥bleb. the' :aetup .... 
e.tabliahed.. The 'lanan.~\',#IIS" the plannll11l teo' to 
recon~lderu., .....UioatiOn O'f, AlticMt.1ve G a. 'thtI pref.rre4 
altMtnatiV... " 

sincerely, 

TANANA CHIEFS CONrBRENCH, INC. 

fi!;-~ 
KitCh o.aientieff 

President 


Inc. 

CCI 	 The Honorable Don YoU1\9 

The I!onorable'1'e4 Stevena 

The Honorable Frank KurkOWSki 

'Senator Jchne Binkley

aepreaentative Kay Wallie 
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