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To: blm_ak_coastalplain_EIS@blm.gov

Please see the attached comments (also pasted below).
 
Please accept the following comments on the Coastal Plain Oil and Gas Leasing Environmental Impact Statement
scoping period.

I am opposed to any program of leasing, development, produc�on or transport of oil and gas in and from the Arc�c
Na�onal Wildlife Refuge Coastal Plain. I am a third genera�on Alaskan and I grew up on a homestead property
accessible only by boat, far off the road system. I believe the long term value of an intact and undisturbed landscape
in the Arc�c far outweighs any short term economic and poli�cal gain.

I am concerned that the proposed program will lead to the permanent degrada�on of the ecology of the coastal
plain. In addi�on, it is a threat to the subsistence resources that the Indigenous Gwich’in popula�on relies on. I am
concerned about both the impacts of development and construc�on of produc�on and support facili�es, as well as
the increased impacts of climate change.

Please address the following in the EIS:

·         Impacts associated with climate change (including the contribu�on to climate change from emissions on
site and poten�al emissions from the extracted fuel). There is li�le poten�al to reverse or even stop the
impacts of climate change. How will these impacts be mi�gated or avoided when the extrac�on and use of oil
as fuel will only exacerbate the already increasing impacts of climate change in the Arc�c?
·         Impacts to the fragile ecosystem of the arc�c coastal plain. What is the reclama�on poten�al for any on-
site ac�vi�es (including construc�on of structures, extrac�on and clean-up of spills, and damage from
explora�on)? It is unlikely that the system would ever be restored to its current condi�on, as is evident in the
landscape scars, toxic pollu�on of waterbodies, and contaminated sites already in existence across Alaska.
How will the proposed program meet reclama�on standards and what is the �me frame? How will fish and
wildlife resources be maintained and protected?
·         Impacts of climate change on the Porcupine caribou herd. Climate change is causing changes in weather,
distribu�on of vegeta�on, and pests. Although the herd is currently healthy, the long term impacts of these
pressures is unknown. The assessment should holis�cally include considera�ons of changing food sources,
migra�on pa�erns, and impacts from other species.
·         Impacts of the development of on-site structures and facili�es on the Porcupine caribou herd and other
wildlife. The proposed area of development is in the coastal plain, which is the birthing ground, nursery and
insect relief area for the Porcupine caribou herd. In addi�on to the caribou, the area supports other wildlife
including hundreds of migratory birds. The EIS should consider all impacts including changes in air quality,
water quality, noise pollu�on, ice roads and access, damage to food sources, and �ming of the presence of
caribou and other species in their life cycle. In addi�on, how will the footprint of development be limited to
protect ecological resources? What are the scenarios for distribu�on of development of structures across the
area?
·         Finally, in addi�on to the impacts on the Porcupine caribou herd, the EIS should address related impacts
on food security, subsistence rights and food availability, and resul�ng sociocultural effects on the Gwich’in
people. The proposal is disrespec�ul at best and the Gwich’in have spoken out vocally in opposi�on to oil
development in the coastal plain. The Gwich’in tradi�onal way of life is protected by federal law. How will any
changes to the health of the caribou and other subsistence resources be monitored and avoided? How will
the human rights of the Indigenous popula�on be addressed?

It breaks my heart that one of the last remaining areas of wilderness in the United States, which serves as a living link
between the past and present for Indigenous Alaskans, is at risk.  I stand with the Gwich’in in defense of the Arc�c
Refuge.

Sincerely,

Chandra McGee

Fairbanks, Alaska
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P leaseacceptthefollow ingcom m entsontheCoastalP lainO ilandGasL easingEnvironm entalIm pact

S tatem entscopingperiod.

Iam opposedtoany program ofleasing,developm ent,productionortransportofoilandgasinand

from theArcticN ationalW ildlifeR efugeCoastalP lain.Iam athirdgenerationAlaskanandIgrew upona

hom esteadproperty accessibleonly by boat,farofftheroadsystem .Ibelievethelongterm valueofan

intactandundisturbedlandscapeintheArcticfaroutw eighsany shortterm econom icandpoliticalgain.

Iam concernedthattheproposedprogram w illleadtotheperm anentdegradationoftheecology ofthe

coastalplain.Inaddition,itisathreattothesubsistenceresourcesthattheIndigenousGw ich’in

populationrelieson.Iam concernedaboutboththeim pactsofdevelopm entandconstructionof

productionandsupportfacilities,asw ellastheincreasedim pactsofclim atechange.

P leaseaddressthefollow ingintheEIS :

 Im pactsassociatedw ithclim atechange(includingthecontributiontoclim atechangefrom

em issionsonsiteandpotentialem issionsfrom theextractedfuel).T hereislittlepotentialto

reverseorevenstoptheim pactsofclim atechange.How w illtheseim pactsbem itigatedor

avoidedw hentheextractionanduseofoilasfuelw illonly exacerbatethealready increasing

im pactsofclim atechangeintheArctic?

 Im pactstothefragileecosystem ofthearcticcoastalplain.W hatisthereclam ationpotentialfor

any on-siteactivities(includingconstructionofstructures,extractionandclean-upofspills,and

dam agefrom exploration)? Itisunlikely thatthesystem w ouldeverberestoredtoitscurrent

condition,asisevidentinthelandscapescars,toxicpollutionofw aterbodies,andcontam inated

sitesalready inexistenceacrossAlaska.How w illtheproposedprogram m eetreclam ation

standardsandw hatisthetim efram e? How w illfishandw ildliferesourcesbem aintainedand

protected?

 Im pactsofclim atechangeontheP orcupinecaribou herd.Clim atechangeiscausingchangesin

w eather,distributionofvegetation,andpests.Althoughtheherdiscurrently healthy,thelong

term im pactsofthesepressuresisunknow n.T heassessm entshouldholistically include

considerationsofchangingfoodsources,m igrationpatterns,andim pactsfrom otherspecies.

 Im pactsofthedevelopm entofon-sitestructuresandfacilitiesontheP orcupinecaribou herd

andotherw ildlife.T heproposedareaofdevelopm entisinthecoastalplain,w hichisthe

birthingground,nursery andinsectreliefareafortheP orcupinecaribou herd.Inadditiontothe

caribou,theareasupportsotherw ildlifeincludinghundredsofm igratory birds.T heEIS should

considerallim pactsincludingchangesinairquality,w aterquality,noisepollution,iceroadsand

access,dam agetofoodsources,andtim ingofthepresenceofcaribou andotherspeciesintheir

lifecycle.Inaddition,how w illthefootprintofdevelopm entbelim itedtoprotectecological

resources? W hatarethescenariosfordistributionofdevelopm entofstructuresacrossthe

area?

 Finally,inadditiontotheim pactsontheP orcupinecaribou herd,theEIS shouldaddressrelated

im pactsonfoodsecurity,subsistencerightsandfoodavailability,andresultingsociocultural

effectsontheGw ich’inpeople.T heproposalisdisrespectfulatbestandtheGw ich’inhave

spokenoutvocally inoppositiontooildevelopm entinthecoastalplain.T heGw ich’intraditional

w ay oflifeisprotectedby federallaw .How w illany changestothehealthofthecaribou and



othersubsistenceresourcesbem onitoredandavoided? How w illthehum anrightsofthe

Indigenouspopulationbeaddressed?

Itbreaksm y heartthatoneofthelastrem ainingareasofw ildernessintheU nitedS tates,w hichserves

asalivinglinkbetw eenthepastandpresentforIndigenousAlaskans,isatrisk. Istandw iththeGw ich’in

indefenseoftheArcticR efuge.

S incerely,

ChandraM cGee

Fairbanks,Alaska


