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Dear Secretary Zinke and DOI staff,  
 
I'm writing about the Porcupine caribou herd and the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. I'm concerned about proposed oil
and gas development in ANWR -- in the heart of the Porcupine caribou herd's calving grounds.  I am opposed to this
development for a number of reasons, including the very real risk to caribou, the Gwich'in communities, and the addition
to greenhouse gas emissions that cause climate change.  
 
Porcupine caribou are a transboundary herd - they don't pay attention to the international border between Canada and
the US.  Their calving grounds are in Alaska but they winter in the Yukon. As such, this is an issue that affects Canada
and Canadians.  Calving grounds are one of the most important places for caribou.  And caribou are very sensitive to
human-caused disturbance, particularly light and noise.  Oil and gas development in ANWR - particularly in the calving
grounds - pose great risks to Porcupine caribou. We have to make sure that these critical places are safeguarded,
otherwise the herd will be in real danger. Losing this herd would be a global tragedy, and one that is avoidable.  
 
I'm also concerned about the impact on Gwich'in communities. They live along the migratory routes of Porcupine caribou
and sustain themselves by hunting caribou. The health and long-term presence of this caribou herd is directly related to
the health and long-term prsence of the people.  
 
Please consider the importance of ecological connectivity, animal migration, and human-environment interactions in this
decision. I urge you to refrain from developing oil and gas in ANWR.  
 
Thank you for your attention.  
 
Aerin Jacob, PhD 
Canmore, Alberta 
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