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Dear leaders, stewards of the people and of the land,

I am writing this to request protection of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. As a resident of the Yukon Territory, | love this
northern land, the wilderness and the mystery that lives here. Interconnecting with this sacred and wild nature of our
planet is essential to the health and wealth of our spiritual and soulful nature. These untouched areas are disappearing so
quickly, and with that, our spiritual poverty increases.

Porcupine caribou are borderless. Their calving grounds are on American soil but the caribou and the Gwich’in have been
here since before our international boundaries were drawn. Although the Arctic Refuge is in Alaska, this is an issue that
will affect Canada.

Every year these caribou undergo the longest migration of any land mammal on earth, between their wintering grounds in
Yukon and Northwest Territories and their calving grounds in Alaska.

Losing this critical part of their range to development, on top of the impacts they already face from climate change, would
create enormous uncertainty for these caribou, one of the last healthy barren-ground herds in North America.

Caribou are incredibly sensitive to light and sound. Oil and gas development could lead them to abandon their calving
grounds altogether.

Gwich’in communities have placed themselves strategically along the Porcupine caribou’s migration routes in order to
sustain themselves from the seasonal cycles of this international herd. The health of these caribou directly impacts their
livelihood and well-being.

The calving grounds are a phenomenal source of biological and cultural wealth. Their loss would be a global tragedy.

Thank you for hearing this voice.

Respectfully,
Jennifer Groot

cc: Hon. Catherine McKenna
House of Commons

cc: Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
cc: Minister Chrystia Freeland

cc: Ms. Nadine Sander-Green
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