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Response to 154.GG Garry George Audubon Society 
154.GG-1 See Master Response on Avian Collision Concerns. 

154.GG-2 Sec�on 3.1.3.1 of the Dra� Environmental Impact Statement/Resource Management 
Plan Amendments (Dra� EIS/RMPA) presented informa�on regarding the lis�ng status 
of the Bi-state sage-grouse and the current understanding of the effects of 
fragmenta�on of sagebrush habitat to the species. Sec�on 3.1.4.2 of the Dra� 
EIS/RMPA discussed the avoidance and minimiza�on measures that would be taken 
by the applicant and mi�ga�on measures required by the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM).  
 
Table 3.9 of the Dra� EIS/RMPA presented the milage of transmission line that would 
cross Bi-state sage-grouse habitat. Approximately 2.1 miles of Bi-state habitat would 
be crossed by the transmission line in the Mount Grant Popula�on Management Unit 
(PMU). This area of poten�al direct impacts to Bi-state habitat is located within the 
West-wide Energy Corridor 18-224. Measures to minimize impacts to Bi-state sage-
grouse included the An�-Perching/Nes�ng mi�ga�on measure in addi�on to 
Appendix C Environmental Management Measures (EMMs) and Appendix G Raven 
Management Plan. 
 
Areas of direct impact to Bi-state habitat from the Proposed Ac�on are located within 
West-wide Energy Corridor 18-224 consistent with the 2016 Greater Sage-Grouse Bi-
State Dis�nct Popula�on Segment Land Use Plan Amendment (LUPA) and Record of 
Decision (ROD) (“BSSG LUPA”). Surface disturbance acreages within the Mount Grant 
PMU Bi-state habitat areas would be associated with access road improvements and 
would be limited to widening exis�ng roads at the TV Hill microwave site. 
Implementa�on of EMM BSSG-13 in Appendix C of the Dra� EIS/RMPA would require 
access road upgrades to be limited to the area necessary to accommodate 
construc�on ac�vity. This comment has not resulted in a change to the document. 

154.GG-3 The proposed transmission line right-of-way (ROW) through the area referenced in 
the comment would be collocated with an exis�ng H-frame transmission line and 
would be located within a West-wide Energy Corridor (WWEC). The BLM Preferred 
Alterna�ve would conform with the management objec�ves for the area, because the 
2016 LUPA allows for tall structures to be installed within four miles of an ac�ve or 
pending lek in exis�ng corridors (such as the WWEC). Within the area of Bi-state 
habitat crossed by the exis�ng line and the proposed Greenlink West Transmission 
Project (GLWP) ROW, the distance between the exis�ng line and proposed ROW varies 
from approximately 1,500 feet to 1,900 feet. The Proponent has designed the 
proposed ROW in this area to follow the exis�ng transmission line, to the extent 
feasible due to steep terrain, and stay within the WWEC corridor consistent with 
exis�ng regula�ons and industry standards for colloca�on separa�on distances. The 
Proponent has also designed the proposed ROW to u�lize as much of the exis�ng 
access road as possible in order to minimize addi�onal fragmenta�on of sagebrush 
vegeta�on resul�ng from new access road segments. This comment has not resulted 
in a change to the document. 
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154.GG-4 Approximately 14,000 acres of the Pine Nut PMU was burned by the Adrian Fire in 
2007, affec�ng the suitability as Bi-state sage-grouse habitat. Por�ons of the Carson 
River Transmission Alterna�ve C would cross through this burned area. Addi�onally, 
no recent lek ac�vity has been observed within this area according to data received 
from the Nevada Department of Wildlife. This informa�on has been added to the 
Final EIS/Proposed RMPA in Sec�on 3.1.4.2.  
 
PMU designa�ons are for planning purposes, do not reflect suitable habitat 
boundaries for the species, and do not provide regulatory protec�on for the species. 
The proposed transmission right-of-way under the Carson River Transmission 
Alterna�ve C would not be located in mapped Bi-state sage-grouse habitat and is not 
located within the Greater Sage-Grouse Bi-State Dis�nct Popula�on Segment Land 
Use Plan Amendment and Record of Decision Management Area. Refer to Dra� 
EIS/RMPA Sec�on 3.1.3.1 for informa�on on suitable habitat and see response to 
Comment 154.GG-2.  

154.GG-5 See Master Response on Bi-State sage-grouse. 

154.GG-6 Perch deterrents are not 100 percent effec�ve at elimina�ng perching opportunity for 
ravens and raptors and that ravens may perch on the transmission lines. The Raven 
Management Plan (refer to Dra� EIS/RMPA Appendix G) has been developed in 
coordina�on with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service and the Nevada 
Department of Wildlife and presents mul�ple measures to avoid and minimize 
poten�al impacts to both species. The Management Plan includes discussions of 
adap�ve management op�ons the Proponent may implement as new informa�on and 
techniques become available for raven management. The Dra� EIS/RMPA Sec�on 
3.1.4.2 discussed the avoidance and minimiza�on measures taken by the Proponent 
and mi�ga�on measures required by the BLM. Areas of direct impact to Bi-state 
habitat from the Proposed Ac�on are located within West-Wide Energy Corridor 18-
224 consistent with the 2016 Greater Sage-Grouse Bi-State Dis�nct Popula�on 
Segment LUPA and ROD (“BSSG LUPA”). The BLM is not required under the Na�onal 
Environmental Policy Act to eliminate impacts but to disclose those impacts. This 
comment has not resulted in a change to the document. 

154.GG-7 The Dra� EIS/RMPA Appendix C EMMs BIO-19 and Table A-1 in Appendix A of the Bird 
and Bat Conserva�on Strategy (Appendix H) addressed the resource concerns to 
protect the burrowing owl and pinyon jay nests during construc�on and opera�on of 
the GLWP. This comment has not resulted in a change to the document. 

154.GG-8 See Master Response on Tule Springs Fossil Beds Na�onal Monument. 
154.GG-9 As described in Sec�ons 1.6, 3.6.2.2, and 5.2 of the Dra� EIS/RMPA, the BLM has been 

conduc�ng consulta�on with Na�ve American Tribes about the GLWP. This comment 
has not resulted in a change to the document. 
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