Rhyolite Ridge Lithium-Boron Project
Environmental Impact Statement

Public Scoping Report

March 27, 2023




Public Scoping Report
Rhyolite Ridge Lithium-Boron Project

March 2023



Public Scoping Report for the Rhyolite Ridge Lithium-Boron Project

Contents

1.0 INTRODUCTION

2.0 PUBLIC SCOPING PROCESS

21 Public Scoping NOEIfICAtIONS.........oiiiieiiee e e
2.2 [0 o] (TS Toto] o1 o N1V L=T=1 1T T SRR
23 Tribal Consultation and COOrdiNALION. ...........cuiiiiieiiii e e
2.4 Federal, State, and Local Cooperating Agency Consultation............cccccceeevviiiiieeee e,
3.0 PUBLIC SCOPING COMMENTS .....oiiitiiiiiieiiie ettt sree st ettt e e nnne e e e s
3.1 Public Scoping Comment Documents RECEIVEM ..........ccuvvieeieeeii i
3.2 Public Scoping CommENt ProCESSING ......ccciiiiuriiiieeeeeiieitiiieee e e e e e ssirtareee e e s s snrereeeeeeesesnnnens
3.3 Public Scoping Comments Dy ISSUE CategOrY........ccoiuiiiiiiiiieeiiiiee et
3.4 Summary of Public Scoping Comments by ISSue Category .........cccceevrieeeeiiiiieeiniiee e
3.4.1  ISSUE STAEMENTS ...t e e e s et e e e e e e e e enan e e e e e e e e aan
4.0 NEXT STEPS IN THE PROGCESS ......coitiiiiiie ittt ettt sttt st ie e st sabe e sneeannne e
List of Tables
Table 1 Public Scoping Meeting Dates, Times, and AttendancCe ..............cevieeiiiiiiiiiiiiee e
Table 2 Federal, State, and Local Cooperating Agencies Consulted by the BLM ..............ccoocceiiininnes
Table 3 Number of Comment Documents Received by Affiliation ............cccccooiii e
Table 4 Number of Comments DY ISSUE CatEUOIY ......cieeiiiiuiiiiiiie e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e enneees
List of Appendices

Appendix A Public Scoping Notifications
Appendix B Public Scoping Meeting Presentation and Overview Document
Appendix C Public Scoping Comments

Acronyms and Abbreviations

BLM
EIS
EPM
FLPMA
loneer
NEPA
PAG
Plan
Project
u.s.
USEPA

March 2023

Bureau of Land Management
Environmental Impact Statement
Environmental Protection Measure
Federal Land Policy and Management Act
loneer Rhyolite Ridge LLC

National Environmental Policy Act
Potentially Acid Generating

Plan of Operations

Rhyolite Ridge Lithium-Boron Project
United States

United States Environmental Protection Agency



Public Scoping Report for the Rhyolite Ridge Lithium-Boron Project

1.0 Introduction

In compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the United States (U.S.) Department of
the Interior, Bureau of Land Management (BLM), is preparing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to
address potential effects from the development of a new lithium and boron mine, the Rhyolite Ridge Lithium-
Boron Project (Project), in Esmeralda County, Nevada.

loneer Rhyolite Ridge LLC (loneer) submitted the Plan of Operations (Plan) (NVN-098058) and Nevada
Reclamation Permit Application for the Rhyolite Ridge Lithium-Boron Project (Project) to the Tonopah Field
Office of the Battle Mountain District BLM and Nevada Division of Environmental Protection, Bureau of
Mining Regulation and Reclamation in May 2020. Following review by the BLM, revised Plans were
submitted in July 2020, August 2020, November 2021, January 2022, and July 2022. The Plan was
accepted by the BLM in August 2020 and subsequently in August 2022. loneer proposes to develop the
Project in accordance with BLM Surface Management Regulations under 43 Code of Federal Regulations
38009.

The Project is located approximately 40 air miles southwest of Tonopah and 13 air miles northeast of Dyer.
The proposed Plan boundary is 7,166 acres, which consists of the Operational Project Area and access
road and infrastructure corridor. There are approximately 7,137 acres of land administered by the BLM and
approximately 29 acres of private land within the Plan boundary. The Operational Project Area is situated
on the west side of the central part of the Silver Peak Range, in a small basin in rolling foothills off the
northeast side of Fish Lake Valley. The Project would have a life expectancy of approximately 23 years.

Public scoping is the process by which the BLM solicits public, tribal, and agency input on the issues,
impacts, analysis methods, and potential alternatives that will be addressed in a NEPA document such as
an EIS.

This report describes public scoping activities the BLM conducted for the proposed Project EIS; summarizes

comments received during the public scoping period; and provides a preliminary list of issues and concerns
about the proposed Project to address in the EIS.
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2.0 Public Scoping Process

The public scoping process provides opportunities to:

« Introduce the Proposed Action and preliminary issues identified by the lead agency preparing the
EIS.

o Engage state, local, and tribal governments and the public in refining preliminary issues and
identifying new issues to be analyzed in the EIS.

« Refine the Proposed Action and identify potential alternatives.
« ldentify permits, surveys, or consultations required by other agencies.
« ldentify other interested parties to consult with during the NEPA process.

21 Public Scoping Notifications

The formal public scoping process began with a news release on December 19, 2022, and publication of a
Notice of Intent in the Federal Register on December 20, 2022 (Appendix A). The BLM invited the public
to submit comments during the public scoping period from December 20, 2022 through January 19, 2023.
The Notice of Intent and the news release natified the public of the BLM'’s intent to prepare an EIS, provided
information about the Proposed Action, described the purpose of the public scoping process, identified
methods to provide comments, and provided contact information for questions regarding the Project. The
news release advertised two public scoping meetings that were to be held virtually on January 4 and 5,
2023. The BLM also advertised the public scoping meetings through the BLM’s ePlanning website.

The BLM issued a press release on January 4, 2023, notifying the public that the public scoping period for
the Project would be extended by two weeks through February 3, 2023. The BLM further extended the
scoping period for an additional 30 days through March 6, 2023, in response to additional requests from a
cooperating agency and a consulting Tribe. A press release was issued to notify the public of the additional
extension. Both press releases are provided in Appendix A.

2.2 Public Scoping Meetings

The BLM hosted two virtual public scoping meetings, which were held on January 4 and 5, 2023 (Table 1).
The public scoping meetings gave agencies, organizations, the public, and other interested parties an
opportunity to learn and ask questions about the Project and to share issues and concerns with the BLM.
The BLM gave a presentation regarding the NEPA process and then loneer provided an overview of the
Project. After the presentation (Appendix B), the BLM and loneer answered written and oral questions to
encourage open and informal dialog between the public and agency representatives.

Table 1 Public Scoping Meeting Dates, Times, and Attendance

Date and Time Location Number of Attendees
January 4, 2023 — 2:00 p.m. Virtual meeting via Zoom or phone 920
January 5, 2023 — 5:00 p.m. Virtual meeting via Zoom or phone a7

The BLM provided a Project overview on the ePlanning website describing the Project and the public
scoping process and the detailed Plan (Appendix B). Instructions on how to provide comments were
included on the ePlanning website, in the presentation, and were discussed during the meetings. Following
the meetings, the BLM posted videos of the virtual public meetings on the ePlanning website.
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2.3 Tribal Consultation and Coordination

On January 29, 2020, the BLM Tonopah Field Office sent letters via certified mail to official tribal
representatives of the Duckwater Shoshone, Timbisha Shoshone, and Yomba Shoshone tribes to inform
them of the Project and to request any comments or questions they may have regarding the Project.

On February 11, 2020, five tribal representatives from the Timbisha Shoshone Tribe accompanied the BLM
on a visit to the Project site. During the site visit, the tribal representatives expressed concern about impacts
to prehistoric cultural resources and inquired about impacts to bighorn sheep (Ovis canadensis) and
Tiehm’s buckwheat (Eriogonum tiehmii). Tribal representatives stated that avoidance of cultural resources
is preferred over mitigation.

On June 23, 2020, representatives from the Timbisha Shoshone and the Duckwater Shoshone tribes met
with representatives of loneer and the BLM at the Project site to tour the area and discuss the Project and
potential impacts. In a letter to the BLM dated June 26, 2020, the Duckwater Shoshone indicated that two
areas where specific sacred items were located should be avoided by the Project activities. The Tribes
requested that tribal monitors be present during ground-disturbing activities. The Tribes also requested
another meeting with loneer to further discuss concerns.

The BLM reinitiated the Project and associated Project scoping letters were sent via email to official tribal
representatives of the Big Pine Band of Owens Valley Paiute Shoshone Indians, Duckwater Shoshone,
Timbisha Shoshone, Yomba Shoshone, Bishop Paiute, Benton (Utu Utu Gwaitu) Paiute, Te-Moak Tribe of
the Western Shoshone, Ely Shoshone, and Shoshone-Paiute on December 19, 2022.
Consultation/coordination between the BLM and the tribes is ongoing and will continue throughout the
Project.

24 Federal, State, and Local Cooperating Agency Consultation

The BLM has consulted with the federal, state, and local cooperating agencies in Table 2 during the EIS
consultation process and will continue to consult throughout the EIS process. Memorandums of
Understanding were sent on January 31, 2023, to cooperating agencies.

Table 2 Federal, State, and Local Cooperating Agencies Consulted by the BLM

Agency Responsibility
U.S. Department of Energy Energy Supply
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) Human Health and Environment
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Threatened and Endangered Species, Migratory Birds
Nevada Department of Wildlife Wildlife, Migratory Birds, Sensitive Species
Nevada Division of Forestry State-Protected Native Plants
Nevada Division of Environmental Protection Mining Activities
Esmeralda County Human and Natural Resources
Nye County Human and Natural Resources
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3.0 Public Scoping Comments

31 Public Scoping Comment Documents Received

Within this report, the full content of each electronic submittal or mailed letter is referred to as a “comment
document.” Each comment document received containing unique text was bracketed and coded into one
or more “comments” using the methods described in Section 3.2, Public Scoping Comment Processing.
The BLM received 95 unique comment documents. Of the 95 comment documents submitted, 16 were
received via email or mail, and 79 were received via ePlanning.

As shown in Table 3, the largest number of comment documents were attributed to individuals (75 percent).
Comments were received from Western Shoshone Defense Project, Western Shoshone National Council,
Great Basin Resource Watch, Basin and Range Watch, Earthworks, Progressive Leadership Alliance of
Nevada, Tonopah Development Corporation, Rotary Club of Tonopah, Nevada Mineral Exploration
Coalition, Nevada Offroad Association, Nevada Mining Association, National Mining Association, Nevada
Native Plant Society, Center for Biological Diversity, Esmeralda Cattle Company, Dragonfly Energy Corp.,
USEPA, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Esmeralda County, Nye County, Mineral County, Nevada
Department of Wildlife, Big Pine Paiute Tribe of the Owens Valley, Timbisha Shoshone Tribe, and 71
individuals or others that did not include or withheld their affiliation. A petition from local businesses
expressing support for the Project was also received. Some commenters submitted multiple comment
documents, while other comment documents were submitted on behalf of multiple entities.

Table 3 Number of Comment Documents Received by Affiliation

Affiliation Category Number of Comment Documents

No Affiliation Included or Withheld 71
Interest Group? 9
Business 3
Federal Agency 2
State Agency/Counties 4
Tribal Groups? 6

Total 95

This total includes one document that was submitted on behalf of four interest groups.
2 Two tribal groups submitted multiple comment documents.

3.2 Public Scoping Comment Processing

The BLM used a systematic process to catalogue, organize, sort, and summarize comments submitted
during scoping. The following steps describe the process used for processing comment documents,
identifying comments, and grouping comments into issue categories:

1. Receive and log data for each comment document.

2. Assign each comment document a unique identifier (referred to as a document number) for tracking
purposes.

3. Review the comment documents and identify each individual comment in the comment document.
Enter all individual comments into a sortable spreadsheet.

4. Code each comment with an issue category based on the content of the comment. Issue categories
are broad topics used to group comments expressing similar concerns.

5. Sort comments by issue category.
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6. Summarize comments by issue category in a narrative form to describe the general questions and
concerns associated with each category (Section 3.4, Summary of Scoping Comments by Issue
Category).

7. Develop issue statements to identify questions, concerns, and opportunities to address during
preparation of the Project EIS.

33 Public Scoping Comments by Issue Category

The BLM identified 609 individual public scoping comments from the 95 comment documents, and some
comments were categorized as addressing more than one issue. Table 4 identifies the issue categories
used and the number of public scoping comments coded to each issue category. The largest issue category
was the out-of-scope category. This category included a total of 117 comments that were expressions of
support or opposition to the Project, editorial comments, and other comments not directly related to the
analysis. For substantive comments, the issues most frequently addressed were water resources (79),
followed by threatened and endangered species (52), socioeconomics and environmental justice (33),
reclamation (30), project description (28), and NEPA analysis (27).

Table 4 Number of Comments by Issue Category

Issue Category Number of Comments Percenta_ge of Total Public
Per Issue Category Scoping Comments

Air Quality 17 3
Alternatives 14 2
Climate Change 6 1
Cultural Resources 1
Financial Assurances 1
Geochemistry 1
Geotechnical Design and Stability 12 2
Hazardous Materials and Waste 8 1
Land Use 3 <1
Laws and Regulations 26 4
Livestock Grazing 2 <1
Mitigation 16 3
Native American Concerns and Consultation 26

NEPA Analysis 27

Noise 2 <1
Out-of-Scope, Supportive of Project, Opposed to 117 19
Project, Editorial

Project Description/Plan of Operations 28 5
Proposed Environmental Protection Measures (EPMs) 12 2
Public Involvement 10 2
Reclamation 30 5
Recreation 3 <1
Review Period 3 <1
Socioeconomics and Environmental Justice 33 5
Soil Resources 1 <1
Threatened and Endangered Species 52

Transportation and Access 16

Vegetation 15
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Issue Category Number of Comments Percenta_ge of Total Public
Per Issue Category Scoping Comments
Visual Resources 4 1
Water Resources 79 13
Wetlands and Riparian Areas 2 <1
Wild Horses and Burros 1 <1
Wildlife and Special Status Species 25 4
Total 609 100
34 Summary of Public Scoping Comments by Issue Category

This section summarizes comments submitted during public scoping that are within the scope of the Project
EIS. Comment summaries are grouped into issue categories based on the content and substance of the
comment. Appendix C contains the text of all comments extracted from the comment documents as well
as the issue category(s) assigned to each.

3.41 Issue Statements

The BLM public scoping process is intended to identify resource categories and capture issues for analysis
related to the Project. Public scoping comments are reviewed by the BLM for substance, content, and
relevance to the Project and EIS analysis. Each comment is assigned to a specific resource or area of
concern and related issue statements are subsequently developed to summarize comments upon a specific
resource or topic. In the following sections, each group of related comments are summarized in specific
issue statements for each resource or topic. Some topics are summarized without issue statements. Those
comments that the BLM has determined to be beyond the scope of the EIS analysis or non-substantive
opinion-based statements are not included in the comment summaries or issue statements.

The BLM's interpretation and summarization of scoping comments does not constitute agreement or
disagreement with the content of the scoping comments. The purpose of this report is to present the issues
raised in the public scoping comments for consideration during the NEPA process. Additionally, because
each comment was coded to only one issue category, but may express concerns related to multiple issues,
the comment summaries below attempt to capture comments coded to each specific category as well as
related comments that may have been coded to different categories.

Air Quality Comment Summary

The EIS should describe impacts to local and regional air quality from criteria pollutants and hazards air
pollutants. Emission sources from the Project should include facilities and roads related to the mine's
operations, including any off-site processing and support activities. Additionally, the EIS should estimate
the releases and impacts of hazardous air emissions, greenhouse gases, and particulates and confirm
compliance with the National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants, National Ambient Air Quality
Standards, Prevention of Significant Deterioration increments, the Federal Land Policy and Management
Act (FLPMA), and state regulatory requirements. Consider including the social cost of greenhouse gases
to aid in the disclosure of impacts. The EIS should discuss how the Project emissions and other elements
interact with the goals of state, national, and international greenhouse gas emissions reduction goals. The
EIS should disclose the design control, monitoring, and mitigation measures to reduce air pollutant
emissions and airborne particles.

Air Quality Issue Statements

o How would air pollutants (including hazardous air pollutants and particulate matter) from on- and
off-site Project operations impact air, soil, and water resources?

« How would emissions be controlled, evaluated, and mitigated?

« What would the Project's contribution be to carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases?
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« How would emissions and dust impact Tiehm'’s buckwheat?

Alternatives Comment Summary

Commenters suggested an alternative access route and relocation of several Project facilities. The EIS
should analyze a broad range of reasonable alternatives for Project construction, operation, and closure
and post-closure, including all interdependent parts of the Project, and compare environmental impacts of
the alternatives. Comments indicate the EIS should discuss adaptive management planning approaches
for each alternative. Alternatives should also be discussed in the context of BLM's authorities under FLPMA
and the Mining Act of 1872 and should be identified to minimize impacts to resources. BLM should provide
clear reason for elimination of alternatives not analyzed in detail.

Alternatives Issue Statements

« What are the environmental impacts of each alternative and why were some alternatives not
evaluated in detail?

« What is the Environmentally Preferred Alternative and has BLM considered the No-Action
Alternative?

Climate Change Comment Summary

Updated Council on Environmental Quality guidance from January 2023 should be used to analyze climate
change effects. The EIS should address the reasonably foreseeable effects of climate change in the area
and whether the Project may be affected by those changes. Comments indicate that the EIS should
consider the interaction of impacts from the Project and those due to climate change and incorporate
measures to address risks and make the Project more resilient to climate change effects.

Climate Change Issue Statements

« How would the Proposed Action and alternatives contribute to or be affected by climate change?

Cultural Resources Comment Summary

A survey of the Project area should be completed for historic properties and cultural sites. The EIS should
analyze potential impacts to tribal, cultural, or other treaty resources as well as develop avoidance or
mitigation plans for any affected historic properties or cultural resources. The BLM must identify and protect
all cultural sites affected by the Project, in consultation with Native American tribes and in accordance with
all federal laws.

Cultural Resources Issue Statements

« How would the Proposed Action and alternatives impact the cultural resource sites identified within
the analysis area? How would impacts to these sites be avoided, or mitigated?
Financial Assurances Comment Summary

Sufficient financial assurance and bonding requirements to account for mine closure, reclamation, and post-
closure monitoring should be calculated and described in the EIS and required under any Project approval.
If a funding mechanism is deemed necessary, describe the details in the EIS.

Financial Assurances Issue Statements

« Is the financial assurance and bonding sufficient?

Geochemistry Comment Summary

Characterization of the unique geochemistry at the Project site should be described in the EIS in order to
identify the Project’s impacts and address them through facility design and mitigation measures. The
justification of the site-specific criteria should be explained in the EIS. Discuss the mineralogy and acid
generation/neutralization potential of materials in the Project area and the measures in place to neutralize
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these materials on- or off-site and prevent further acid generation. The EIS should discuss current water
quality at the site and the facility and design control measures implemented to prevent impacts to surface
and groundwater quality. The EIS should include a plan to handle acid generation or a contingency plan in
case predictions are off. The EIS should describe the static and humidity cell tests that have been conducted
on ore and waste rock and provide the results for each test and include monitoring of chemistry of springs.

Geochemistry Issue Statements

« How would the Project impact surface water and groundwater quality from potentially acid
generating (PAG) waste rock? How would these impacts be monitored for and mitigated?

Geotechnical Design and Stability Comment Summary

Explain the frequency and details of how quarry slopes would be monitored and repaired/reinforced during
mining operations and any other activities to monitor and prevent direct and indirect effects to Tiehm's
buckwheat. Regarding the plans for placing backfill to stabilize slopes at the end of mining, provide a
sectional view of this fill, and a calculation of the slope stability Factor of Safety that would be achieved by
this backfill. The EIS should include details on rainfall, earthquake, or any other natural disaster type of
event and how these events, combined with quarry development and configuration may impact slope
saturation and stability which may affect Tiehm’s buckwheat plants and/or subpopulations. The EIS should
provide factors of safety of the quarry slopes throughout mine development and closure. Why was a higher
factor of safety not considered given that an endangered species and its designated critical habitat sit at
the mines edge? Commenters recommend increasing the factor of safety to 2.0 during mining or providing
additional details related to monitoring and correction that would occur. Commenters recommend a
minimum factor of safety of 2.0 in the permanent conditions after mining.

Geotechnical Design and Stability Issue Statements

« Would the proposed quarry be stable? How would natural events affect the stability of the quarry?

Hazardous Materials and Waste Comment Summary

The EIS should analyze potential impacts from the Project during operation, closure, and post-closure. The
EIS should also describe impacts from contamination of meteoric water, describe chemical characterization
of water in open ponds, design of water collection systems, mitigation measures to prevent contamination
of water and sediment, how accidental releases would be handled, and the mine’s petroleum-contaminated
soil management plan. Human, health, and safety should be considered.

Hazardous Materials and Waste Issue Statements

« Whatis the potential for contamination of surface water and groundwater?

« Which controls and containment systems would be in place to collect leaks, contain spills, and
handle/store hazardous waste?

« How would accidental releases be handled?

Land Use Comment Summary

The EIS should consider the Esmeralda County Master Plan, FLPMA, and how the Project complies with
applicable land use designations.

Land Use Issue Statement

« How does the Project comply with applicable land use designations, the local Master Plan, and
FLPMA?

Laws and Regulations Comment Summary

Comments indicated the BLM needs to ensure the EIS complies with federal laws and regulations, including
NEPA, FLPMA, Executive Orders, Mining Law, Clean Water Act; Endangered Species Act; Migratory Bird
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Treaty Act; and state laws and regulations including Nevada Revised Statutes and Nevada Administrative
Codes. The EIS should identify all permits and standards applicable to the Project.

No issue statements were developed to summarize these comments.

Livestock Grazing Comment Summary

The EIS should describe how the Project would impact livestock grazing and access to grazing allotments.

Livestock and Grazing Issue Statement

o How would the Project impact permitted Animal Unit Months and livestock access to grazing
allotments?

Mitigation Comment Summary

The EIS should identify and describe appropriate mitigation measures to address adverse effects of the
Proposed Action. The EIS should identify which mitigation measures would be committed by the proponent,
and which are required by the BLM. In addition, the effectiveness, enforcement, and funding of each
mitigation measure should be analyzed and disclosed in the EIS. For each impact area, describe specific
mitigation implementation thresholds, implementation and effectiveness monitoring, and the criteria by
which success would be determined once mitigation is fully implemented.

Mitigation Issue Statements

« What mitigation measures are necessary during operations, closure and post-closure, and which
ones are the proponent, the BLM, or other agencies responsible for?

« What mitigation is required for surface water and groundwater quality?
o What mitigation is required to minimize impacts to wildlife including special status species?

« What mitigation measures are required to minimize criteria air pollutant emissions, impacts to
special status species, Tiehm's buckwheat, archaeological sites, and traditional cultural properties
from the Project?

« What are the BLM and State regulators reclamation bonding requirements and how are funds
ensured for the completion of reclamation and closure activities?

« How is long-term monitoring and management enforced?

Native American Concerns and Consultation Comment Summary

The details of consultation, issues raised, and how those issues were addressed should be included in the
EIS. The EIS should include impacts to Native American sacred and spiritual sites and traditional practices
(including traditional food and medicine gathering) from the Project as well as cumulative impacts to these
uses. The EIS should include any Memoranda of Availability appendices with sensitive information
redacted. The EIS should consider impacts to treaty rights, cultural resources, archaeological sites, and
traditional cultural properties.

Native American Concerns and Consultation Issue Statement

« How would the Proposed Action and alternatives affect important tribal sacred or religious sites,
settings, or other important tribal values or resources?
NEPA Analysis Comment Summary

The EIS must analyze all applicable baseline information and consider potential effects from all proposed
infrastructure and actions. The EIS should describe impacts that could occur later in time or at a distance
from the Project and which would not occur without the Project, and the methods for identifying these
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impacts. In analyzing impacts, frame the affected environment through the lens of meaningful impacts and
natural boundaries, BLM should focus on resources of concern, and examine other current or reasonably
foreseeable future projects in the study area. The EIS should analyze and disclose the potential for declining
trends, or other projects, which could be exacerbated by the Project. The EIS should include all relevant
information from other NEPA documents that are referenced, rather than referencing these documents and
requiring the reader to find and read previously prepared documents for other projects in the area. Based
on Department of the Interior Secretarial Order 3399, the BLM should not change the level of application
or level of NEPA applied to a Proposed Action. Therefore, the EIS should also examine how the various
impacts of this Project would add to the collective impacts of other ecosystem disturbing projects in the
region.

NEPA Analysis Issue Statements

« How would cumulative effects be analyzed in the EIS?

Noise Comment Summary

The EIS should analyze the effects of noise and vibration on wildlife, springs, plants, and cultural resources.
Several commentors recommended that noise be restricted during evening and nighttime hours.

Noise Issue Statement

« How would noise from the Project affect wildlife and other noise sensitive resources?
Non-substantive Comments Summary (Out-of-scope, Supportive of Project, Opposed to Project
Comment Summary)

Approximately 117 comments were submitted related to issues such as general opinions for or against the
Project, the importance of a domestic supply of lithium, and editorial comments. Comments were also
received regarding the Project proponent’s application to a U.S. Department of Energy loan program.

No issue statements were developed from these comments.

Project Description/Plan of Operations Comment Summary

Several comments were received regarding the proposed mining operations as described in the Plan, such
as layout and design of Project facilities, mining in proximity to Tiehm’s buckwheat, and descriptions of
environmental protection measures for various resources.

No issue statements were developed to summarize these comments.

Proposed Environmental Protection Measures Comment Summary

Commenters suggested additional EPMs to be incorporated into the Project. The proposed EPMs
addressed noxious weeds, recreation, reducing noise and light pollution, solution management, wildlife,
migratory birds, raptors, eagles, Tiehm’s buckwheat, and reclamation.

Proposed EPM Issue Statements

e Would proposed EPMs reduce Project-related impacts?
« Are the proposed EPMs feasible and why were some not incorporated into the Project?

Public Involvement Comment Summary

The BLM should continue working with agencies during the preparation of the EIS. Additional comments
included timing of the public comment period, suggestions regarding the virtual public meetings including
having attendees turn on cameras, providing attendance numbers, allowing attendees to mute/un-mute
themselves allowing the public to speak freely, and allowing attendees to ask each other questions. A more
transparent structure was suggested where all attendees and moderators could be seen, heard, and
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understood. It was requested that all information used as part of the decision-making process be posted on
a website that allows open access for all members of the public.

No issue statements were developed to summarize these comments.

Reclamation Comment Summary

A detailed account of measures that would be taken to decommission mine operations and stabilize and
revegetate slopes, waste rock facilities, roads, and other areas of disturbance should be included in the
EIS. In addition, the EIS should include information was regarding areas targeted for reclamation, and
proposed treatment in each area including use of appropriate seed mixes based on ecological conditions
and include the use of native species. Timing of reclamation, standards for determining reclamation
success, growth media and covers, and means for assuring maintenance for reclaimed areas would
continue after operations cease should also be included in the EIS. Suggestions were made to convert the
pit lake to a recreational fishing area and, conversely, to backfill the quarry to prevent the formation of a pit
lake.

Other comments requested that the reclamation plan address potential leaks in wastewater and other
process containment systems, and potential flooding. Additional comments requested the amount and
method of backfill and include how the waste rock may impact water resources post-closure.

Reclamation Issue Statement

« Is the reclamation plan sufficient?

Recreation Comment Summary

Commenters suggested that the EIS should describe how the Project would impact recreation and that
educational and directional signage be posted to reduce conflicts between recreational users and Project
traffic.

Recreation Issue Statement

« What impact would the Project have on recreation?

Review Period Comment Summary

Requests for extensions of the public scoping period to allow additional time for tribal and public input were
submitted. If the Plan is changed substantially during the scoping period, it should be made available for
an additional comment period.

No issue statements were developed to summarize these comments.

Socioeconomics and Environmental Justice Comment Summary

The EIS should include an analysis of economic and social effects upon the local communities and the
capacity of existing infrastructure and emergency services to withstand the effects and demands resulting
from the Project and anticipated new work force that would be required to staff the operation. The EIS
should identify minority and low-income populations potentially disproportionally affected by the Proposed
Action in the EIS and disclose any potential adverse effects. The USEPA’s EJScreen tool could be used to
aid the BLM in developing outreach for environmental justice communities.

Socioeconomics and Environmental Justice Issue Statements

« How would the Proposed Action and alternatives affect local and regional social and economic
conditions through jobs, tax revenues, and local and regional spending?

« How would the Proposed Action and alternatives affect demand on local and regional resources
and services (e.g., housing, roads, health care, law enforcement)?
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« How would the Proposed Action and alternatives affect the quality of life and non-market values of
local and regional populations?

« How would the Proposed Action and alternatives affect nearby environmental justice populations
and local communities?

Soil Comment Summary

The EIS should describe the effects of the Project on soils.

Soil Issue Statement

o What impact would the Project have on soils?

Threatened and Endangered Species Comment Summary

The analysis in the EIS should include Project-related impacts to Tiehm's buckwheat and bi-state
sage-grouse. Project reclamation should replace and maintain essential physical and biological features of
Tiehm’s buckwheat habitat. The analysis should describe effects to Tiehm’s buckwheat pollinators from the
Project including explosive use, noise, dust, equipment, etc. Consideration should be given to increased
buffer sizes between Tiehm’s buckwheat and Project operations.

Threatened and Endangered Species Issue Statements

« How would the Proposed Action and alternatives impact Tiehm’s buckwheat?
« How would the Proposed Action and alternatives impact bi-state sage-grouse?

Transportation and Access Comment Summary

Consider an alternative access route from U.S. Highway 6 using State Route 733 instead of State Route
264. The analysis in the EIS should include Project-related impacts to county and public roads used for the
Project. Impacts to public access should be addressed.

Transportation and Access Issue Statement

« How would the Proposed Action and alternatives impact existing highway infrastructure, local and
regional traffic volumes, traffic patterns, and public access?

Vegetation Comment Summary

The EIS should consider the impacts to vegetation from loss of surface water features and the potential
spread of noxious and invasive non-native plants, including agricultural fields in Fish Lake Valley that would
be fallowed due to supply water to the Project. The EIS should disclose impacts to any rare or special status
plants.

Vegetation Issue Statement

« How would the Proposed Action and alternatives affect vegetation and vegetation communities
through direct removal and from loss of surface water resources?

« How would the Proposed Action and alternatives affect special status plant species?

Visual Resources Comment Summary

The EIS should include an analysis of impacts on visual resources in the area, including light pollution.

Visual Resources Issue Statements

« How would the Proposed Action and alternatives affect visual resources in the Project area?

March 2023 12
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Water Resources Comment Summary

Many comments focused on water resources and water-related impacts associated with the Project
including potential effects on water quantity and quality for both surface water and groundwater. Specific
comments included potential effects on aquifer levels in Fish Lake Valley from continual pumping of
agricultural wells to the Project; effects from fallow agricultural fields as a result of groundwater use for the
Project; need for compliance with all required permits including the Clean Water Act section 404;
stormwater management designs, monitoring, and implementation, with a recommendation to consider
extended periods of precipitation frequency/duration beyond the 100-year, 24-hour event; need for a robust
water monitoring and mitigation plan during all phases of the Project including post-closure; potential risks
related to Project contamination and ensuing water impacts; anticipated water use and effects on public
and private water rights; potential effects on surface water flow, water supply wells, wetlands, seeps and
springs, and other water-dependent ecosystems; and potential effects on local communities. Comments
were also received regarding the groundwater modeling approach.

Water Resources Issue Statements

« How would the Proposed Action and alternatives affect groundwater in Fish Lake Valley?

« What baseline data, monitoring and mitigation measures, and protocols and procedures would be
used for monitoring throughout all phases of the Project?

« How would current drainage patterns across the Project area change under each alternative?
o How would any water contaminated from PAG waste rock or spills be captured or treated?
« How would the Project impact water-dependent wildlife, ecosystems, and local communities?

Wetlands and Riparian Areas Comment Summary

The EIS should analyze the potential impacts to surface waters and groundwater dependent ecosystems
including riparian areas and springs. The EIS should consider the Project’'s compliance with the recently
updated definition of Waters of the United States.

Wetland and Riparian Areas Issue Statements

« How would the Proposed Action and alternatives affect wetlands, drainages, and riparian areas?

Wild Horses and Burros Comment Summary

A commentor expressed concern that the Project would limit wild horse access to water and movement
through the Project.

Wild Horses and Burros Issue Statement

« How would the Proposed Action and alternatives affect wild horses and burros?

Wildlife and Special Status Species Comment Summary

Several comments focused on wildlife-related impacts from the Project included concerns on effects to
mule deer, antelope, bighorn sheep and their habitats; golden eagles and raptors and their habitat;
migratory birds and their habitat; small mammals and their habitat; reptiles and their habitat; and aquatic
species and their habitat. Comments also suggested the development of a Bird and Bat Conservation
Strategy to reduce impacts.

Wildlife and Special Status Species Issue Statements

« How would the Proposed Action and alternatives affect raptors, including golden eagles?

« How would the Proposed Action and alternatives affect big game use in and movement through
the Project vicinity?
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« How would the Proposed Action and alternatives affect the availability and quality of habitat for
terrestrial game and non-game species?

« How would impacts to surface water features impact terrestrial and aquatic wildlife?
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4.0 Next Steps in the Process

The BLM will consider the comments submitted during public scoping and the issues identified in this public
scoping report when preparing the EIS and developing alternatives to the Proposed Action. Alternatives will
be developed in consultation with participating cooperating agencies and other stakeholders. A final list of
issue statements that will be brought forward for analysis in the draft EIS will be compiled from the issues
identified through public scoping, issues raised during ongoing consultation with cooperating agencies and
stakeholders, and issues identified through internal scoping among the BLM interdisciplinary team.

A Notice of Availability will be published in the Federal Register announcing availability of the draft EIS for
public review and comment. During the 45-day public comment period for the draft EIS, the BLM will hold
public meetings, which will be announced through a press release, on the ePlanning website, and through
mailings to contacts on the Project mailing list. The BLM will respond to all substantive written comments
submitted during the public comment period for the draft EIS, then prepare the final EIS. A Notice of
Availability for the final EIS will be published in the Federal Register announcing its public release.

The BLM will prepare a Record of Decision to document the selected alternative and identify any

accompanying mitigation measures. The BLM will issue the Record of Decision no sooner than 30 days
after the Notice of Availability for the final EIS is published in the Federal Register.
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information, including the validity of
the methodology and assumptions used;

(3) Ways to enhance the quality,
utility, and clarity of the information to
be collected; and

(4) How the agency might minimize
the burden of the collection of
information on those who are to
respond, including the use of
appropriate automated, electronic,
mechanical, or other technological
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology, e.g., permitting
electronic submission of response.

Comments that you submit in
response to this notice are a matter of
public record. We will include or
summarize each comment in our request
to OMB to approve this ICR. Before
including your address, phone number,
email address, or other personal
identifying information in your
comment, you should be aware that
your entire comment—including your
personal identifying information—may
be made publicly available at any time.
While you can ask us in your comment
to withhold your personal identifying
information from public review, we
cannot guarantee that we will be able to
do so.

Abstract: The BLM Oregon State
Office has authority under the Oregon
and California Revested Lands
Sustained Yield Management Act of
1937 (43 U.S.C. 2601 and 2602) and
subchapter V of the Federal Land Policy
and Management Act (43 U.S.C. 1761—
1771) to grant rights-of-way to private
landowners to transport their timber
over roads controlled by the BLM. This
information collection enables the BLM
to calculate and collect appropriate fees
for this use of public lands. This OMB
Control Number is currently scheduled
to expire on August 31, 2023. The BLM
plans to request that OMB renew this
OMB Control Number for an additional
three years.

Title of Collection: Tramroads and
Logging Roads (43 CFR part 2810).

OMB Control Number: 1004—0168.

Form Numbers: OR—-2812-6.

Type of Review: Extension of a
currently approved collection.

Respondents/Affected Public: Private
landowners who hold rights-of-way for
the use of BLM-controlled roads in
western Oregon.

Total Estimated Number of Annual
Respondents: 1,088.

Total Estimated Number of Annual
Responses: 1,088.

Estimated Completion Time per
Response: 8 hours.

Total Estimated Number of Annual
Burden Hours: 8,704.

Respondent’s Obligation: Required to
obtain or retain a benefit.

Frequency of Collection: Annually,
biannually, quarterly, or monthly,
depending on the terms of the pertinent
right-of-way.

Total Estimated Annual Nonhour
Burden Cost: None.

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor and, notwithstanding any other
provision of law, a person is not
required to respond to a collection of
information unless it displays a
currently valid OMB Control Number.

The authority for this action is the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.).

Darrin A. King,

Information Collection Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. 2022-27562 Filed 12-19-22; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-84-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management

[LLNVB02000.L19900000.EX0000.23X; MO:
4500167767]

Notice of Intent To Prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement for
loneer Rhyolite Ridge LLC’s Proposed
Rhyolite Ridge Lithium-Boron Mine
Project, Esmeralda County, NV

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of intent.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
National Environmental Policy Act of
1969, as amended (NEPA), and the
Federal Land Policy and Management
Act of 1976 (FLPMA), as amended, the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
Tonopah Field Office, Tonopah,
Nevada, intends to prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
to analyze the potential environmental
impacts of authorizing the proposed
Ioneer Rhyolite Ridge LLC (Ioneer)
Rhyolite Ridge Lithium-Boron Project
(Project) in Esmeralda County, Nevada.
This notice announces the beginning of
the scoping process to solicit public
comments and identify issues and
alternatives; it also serves to initiate
public consultation, as required, under
the National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA).

DATES: This notice initiates the public
scoping process for the EIS, which will
run through January 19, 2023. Scoping
comments may be submitted in writing
until January 19, 2023. The date(s) and
location(s) of the scoping meetings will
be announced at least 15 days in
advance through local media and
newspapers and on the BLM website at:
https://www.blm.gov/office/tonopah-

field-office and the Project’s ePlanning
website at https://eplanning.blm.gov/
eplanning-ui/project/2012309/510. In
order to be considered during the
preparation of the Draft EIS, all scoping
comments must be received prior to the
close of the 30-day scoping period or 15
days after the last public meeting,
whichever is later. The BLM will
provide additional opportunities for
public participation upon publication of
the Draft EIS.

ADDRESSES: You may submit scoping
comments related to the proposed
Rhyolite Ridge Lithium-Boron Mine
Project by any of the following methods:

o Website: https://eplanning.blm.gov/
eplanning-ui/project/2012309/510.

e Email: BLM NV BMDO TFO_
NONRENEWABLE@bIm.gov.

e Fax:(775) 635—4034.

e Mail: BLM Battle Mountain District
Office, Attn: Rhyolite Ridge Project, 50
Bastian Road, Battle Mountain, NV
89820.

Documents pertinent to this proposal
may be examined at the Battle Mountain
District Office and the Tonopah Field
Office during regular business hours.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Scott Distel, Project Manager, telephone:
(775) 635—4093; address: 50 Bastian
Road, Battle Mountain, Nevada, 89820;
email: sdistel@blm.gov. Contact Mr.
Distel if you wish to add your name to
our mailing list.

Individuals in the United States who
are deaf, deafblind, hard of hearing, or
have a speech disability may dial 711
(TTY, TDD, or TeleBraille) to access
telecommunications relay services.
Individuals outside the United States
should use the relay services offered
within their country to make
international calls to the point-of-
contact in the United States.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
BLM'’s purpose for the action is to
consider Ioneer’s proposed Plan of
Operations and to analyze the potential
environmental effects associated with
the Proposed Action as described in the
Plan of Operations, as well as feasible
alternatives to the Proposed Action. The
BLM'’s need to consider the action is
established by the BLM’s
responsibilities under section 302 of the
FLPMA, 43 U.S.C. 1732, and the BLM
Surface Management Regulations at 43
CFR part 3809. The BLM needs to make
sure that the operations under the
General Mining Law of 1872 will not
cause unnecessary or undue degradation
of the public lands. 43 U.S.C. 1732(b).
Based on the Proposed Action, Ioneer
is proposing to construct, operate, close,
and reclaim a new lithium-boron mine
in the Silver Peak Range in Esmeralda
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County, Nevada, approximately 40 air
miles southwest of Tonopah, Nevada,
and 13 air miles northeast of Dyer,
Nevada. The Project Area encompasses
approximately 7,166 acres. The
proposed Project facilities associated
with the Proposed Action are expected
to disturb approximately 2,296 acres
within the 7,166 Project Area, of which
2,272 acres are on public lands managed
by the Tonopah Field Office and 24
acres are on private land. The Project
Area includes an Operational Area and
an Access Road and Infrastructure
Corridor. If authorized, the mine would
operate 24 hours per day, 365 days per
year for approximately 17 years. The
work force would be approximately 500
persons for construction and 350
persons for operation. The Proposed
Action anticipates that reclamation
activities at the end of mining will take
approximately six years, with
monitoring continuing beyond the 6
years as needed.

The purpose of the public scoping
process is to identify relevant issues that
will influence the scope of the
environmental analysis, including
alternatives, and guide the process for
developing the EIS. During the public
scoping period, the public is requested
to identify any potential alternatives to
the Proposed Action and provide any
information or recommended analyses
relevant to the Proposed Action and
potential Project alternatives.

The BLM will use and coordinate the
NEPA scoping process to help fulfill the
public involvement process under the
NHPA (54 U.S.C. 306108), as provided
in 36 CFR 800.2(d)(3). The information
about historic and cultural resources
within the area potentially affected by
the proposed Project will assist the BLM
in identifying and evaluating impacts to
such resources in the context of both the
NEPA and the NHPA.

The BLM has and will continue to
consult with Native American Tribes on
a government-to-government basis in
accordance with Executive Order 13175
and other policies. Tribal concerns,
including impacts on Indian trust assets
and potential impacts to cultural
resources, will be given due
consideration.

Federal, State, and local agencies,
along with Tribes and stakeholders who
may be interested in or affected by the
proposed Project that the BLM is
evaluating, are invited to participate in
the scoping process and, if eligible, may
request or be asked by the BLM to
participate in the development of the
EIS as a cooperating agency.

Following the completion of the
public scoping process and subsequent
analyses, the BLM will produce a Draft

EIS. The Draft EIS will be made
available for a 45-day public review and
comment period and is anticipated to be
completed by June of 2023 and will
include public meetings to discuss the
Draft EIS.

Following public input on the Draft
EIS, the information received will be
incorporated into a Final EIS, which is
anticipated to be released for a 30-day
public review period in December 2023.
The BLM anticipates issuing a decision
on this Project in January of 2024.

(Authority: 40 CFR 1501.9.)

Perry B. Wickham,

Field Manager, Tonopah Field Office, Battle
Mountain District.

[FR Doc. 202227411 Filed 12—19-22; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-HC-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management
[BLM_ID_FRN_MO4500167688]

Notice of Public Meetings of the Idaho
Resource Advisory Council and the
Lava Ridge Wind Project
Subcommittee

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of meetings.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Federal Land Policy and Management
Act of 1976 and the Federal Advisory
Committee Act of 1972, the U.S.
Department of the Interior, Bureau of
Land Management’s (BLM) Idaho
Resource Advisory Council (RAC) and
the Lava Ridge Wind Project
Subcommittee (Subcommittee) will
meet as follows.

DATES: The Subcommittee will host a
meeting on Wednesday, Jan. 25, 2023,
from 10 a.m. to 12 noon with public
comments accepted at 11:15 a.m.
Mountain Standard Time (MST). The
Subcommittee will also host a meeting
on Wednesday, Feb. 8, 2023, from 9 a.m.
to 4:45 p.m., with public comments
accepted at 2:30 p.m. MST.

The Idaho RAC will host a meeting on
Thursday, March 9, 2023, from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m., with public comments accepted
at 3 p.m. MST. The Idaho RAC will also
host an in-person field tour on
Wednesday, May 31, 2023, from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Mountain Daylight Time
(MDT). The Idaho RAC will then host a
meeting on June 1, 2023, from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m., with public comments accepted
at 3 p.m. MDT. Public notice of any
changes to this schedule will be posted
on the Idaho RAC or the Subcommittee
web pages (see ADDRESSES) 15 days in

advance of each of the respective
meetings.

ADDRESSES: The Subcommittee and
Idaho RAC meetings in January,
February, and March will take place at
the BLM Twin Falls District Office, 2878
Addison Ave. E, Twin Falls, ID 83301.
The Idaho RAC in-person field tour in
May will commence at the BLM Boise
District Office, 3948 S Development
Ave., Boise, ID 83705 with the June
meeting to be held at the BLM Idaho
State Office, 1387 S Vinnell Way, Boise,
ID 83709. A virtual participation option
will be offered on the Zoom platform for
the January and February Subcommittee
meetings and registration information
will be available on the Subcommittee’s
web page 30 days in advance of the
meeting at https://www.blm.gov/get-
involved/resource-advisory-council/
near-you/idaho/lava-ridge-
subcommittee. Virtual participation
options will also be offered on the Zoom
platform for the March 9 and June 1
RAC meetings and registration
information will be available on the
RAC’s web page 30 days in advance of
the meeting at https://www.blm.gov/get-
involved/resource-advisory-council/
near-you/idaho.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Idaho RAG Coordinator MJ Byrne,
telephone: (208) 373—4006, email:
mbyrne@blm.gov. Individuals in the
United States who are deaf, deafblind,
hard of hearing, or have a speech
disability may dial 711 (TTY, TDD, or
TeleBraille) to access
telecommunications relay services.
Individuals outside the United States
should use the relay services offered
within their country to make
international calls to the point-of-
contact in the United States.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Idaho
RAC serves in an advisory capacity to
BLM officials concerning issues relating
to land use planning and management
of public land resources located within
the State of Idaho. The Idaho RAC is
chartered and the 15 members are
appointed by the Secretary of the
Interior. Their diverse perspectives are
represented in commodity, non-
commodity, and local interests. The
Idaho RAC’s Lava Ridge Wind Project
Subcommittee’s purpose is to compile
information, conduct research, and
report their findings to the full RAC for
consideration and formation of
recommendations. The BLM Shoshone
Field Office is currently developing an
environmental impact statement to
analyze the Lava Ridge Wind Project, a
commercial-scale wind energy facility
that is proposed to be constructed on
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BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT BEGINS REVIEW OF RHYOLITE RIDGE LITHIUM-BORON MINE

Public meetings will inform project review

TONOPAH, Nev. — Today, the Bureau of Land Management announced it will commence review of the proposed Rhyolite Ridge Lithium-Boron
Mine Project. Lithium is one of the elements on the U.S. Geological Survey's 2022 list of critical minerals and an important component of
batteries for electric vehicles and personal electronics.

The proposed project by loneer Rhyolite Ridge LLC would be located within the Silver Peak Range in Esmerelda County, Nevada, approximately
40 miles southwest of Tonopah and 14 miles northeast of Dyer. The BLM will review the proposed construction, operation, reclamation, and
closure of a surface quarry and associated facilities to mine lithium and boron.

“The Bureau of Land Management welcomes input on this proposed project. We are committed to transparent engagement in this review
process and will utilize the public comments received to inform development of the Environmental Impact Statement,” said Perry Wickham,
Tonopah Field Manager.

Rhyolite Ridge is one of the only two known global deposits of lithium-boron. It is also the location of the only known population of the Tiehm’s
buckwheat plant, which was last week determined to be endangered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

The purpose of the scoping process is to solicit public input on the proposed project including issues to be addressed and alternatives to be
evaluated. The scoping meetings will provide an overview of the proposed project and the BLM’s environmental review process and provide
information on how members of the public can submit formal scoping comments.

Two public scoping meetings will be held online at 2:00 PM Pacific Standard Time (PST) January 4, and 5:00 PM PST January 5, 2023.
Information and links to register for the meetings can be found on the project’s website at https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-
ui/project/2012309/510.

No formal comments will be accepted during the online meetings, but public comments are being accepted via the website, email, and regular
mail. All scoping comments must be received prior to the close of the 30-day scoping period or 15 days after the last public meeting, whichever
is later, and should reference Rhyolite Ridge Mine in the subject line.

Formal comments may be submitted in the following ways:

¢ Online via the ePlanning website, https:/eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-ui/project/2012309/510 via the Participate Now tab.
e By regular mail to: Scott Distel, BLM Project Manager, 50 Bastian Road, Battle Mountain, NV 89820.
e Email to BLM_NV_BMDO_TFO_NONRENEWABLE@bIm.gov.

For more information, contact Scott Distel, Project Manager, at 775-635-4093. Individuals in the United States who are deaf, deafblind, hard of
hearing, or have a speech disability may dial 7-1-1 (TYY, TDD, or TeleBraille) to access telecommunication relay services.

The BLM manages more than 245 million acres of public land located primarily in 12 western states, including Alaska, on behalf of the American
people. The BLM also administers 700 million acres of sub-surface mineral estate throughout the nation. Our mission is to sustain the health,
diversity, and productivity of America’s public lands for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.

Monday, December 19, 2022

Bureau of Land Management

Tonopah Field Office
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
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BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT EXTENDS PUBLIC SCOPING PERIOD FOR RHYOLITE RIDGE
LITHIUM-BORON MINE PROJECT

TONOPAH, Nev. - The Bureau of Land Management, Battle Mountain District, Tonopah Field Office will extend the public scoping period for the
proposed Rhyolite Ridge Lithium-Boron Project by two weeks. The new deadline for submitting formal scoping comments is Feb. 3, 2023.

The proposed Rhyolite Ridge Project by loneer Rhyolite Ridge LLC would be located within the Silver Peak Range approximately 40 miles
southwest of Tonopah, Nev., and 13 miles northeast of Dyer in Esmeralda County, Nev. The proposed project includes construction, operation,
reclamation, and closure of a surface quarry using conventional surface mining techniques and associated facilities to mine lithium and boron.
The project would employ up to 500 workers during construction and up to 350 workers during operations.

The Bureau of Land Management is holding one more public scoping meeting on Jan. 5, 2023, at 5 p.m. PST. Attendees must register in
advance. If you have already registered, you do not need to re-register. Information on registering for the meetings can be found
at https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-ui/project/2012309/510.

The purpose of the scoping process is to solicit public comments and identify issues and alternatives, as well as to initiate public consultation,
as required, under the National Historic Preservation Act. The scoping meetings will provide an overview of the proposed project, the
environmental review process and provide information on how members of the public can submit formal scoping comments.

No formal comments will be accepted during the online meetings, but public comments are being accepted via the website, email, and regular
mail. All scoping comments must be received prior to the close of the scoping period or 15 days after the last public meeting, whichever is later,
and should reference Rhyolite Ridge Mine in the subject line.

Formal comments may be submitted in the following ways:

¢ Online via the ePlanning website, https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-ui/project/2012309/510 via the Participate Now tab.
e By regular mail to: Scott Distel, BLM Project Manager, 50 Bastian Road, Battle Mountain, NV 89820.
e Email to BLM_NV_BMDO_TFO_NONRENEWABLE@bIlm.gov.

For more information, contact Scott Distel, Project Manager, at 775-635-4093. Individuals in the United States who are deaf, deafblind, hard of
hearing, or have a speech disability may dial 7-1-1 (TYY, TDD, or TeleBraille) to access telecommunication relay services.

The BLM manages more than 245 million acres of public land located primarily in 12 western states, including Alaska, on behalf of the American
people. The BLM also administers 700 million acres of sub-surface mineral estate throughout the nation. Our mission is to sustain the health,
diversity, and productivity of America’s public lands for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.

Wednesday, January 4, 2023

Bureau of Land Management

Battle Mountain District Office

Name: Prudence Crampton
Email: pcrampton@blm.gov
Phone: (775) 635-4011
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BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT EXTENDS PUBLIC SCOPING PERIOD FOR RHYOLITE RIDGE
LITHIUM-BORON MINE PROJECT

TONOPAH, Nev. — The 30-day public scoping period for the proposed Rhyolite Ridge Lithium-Boron project began on December 20, 2022 and
extended through January 20, 2023. Prior to the close of the scoping period, the BLM received a request for extension from a cooperating
agency and a consulting Tribe on the project. In response, the BLM granted an extension accepting comments through February 3, 2023. Prior
to the close of the extended scoping period, the BLM received requests for an additional extension from a cooperating agency and from a
consulting Tribe. The BLM is granting the additional extension and the public scoping period will now conclude on March 6, 2023.

“After carefully considering the requests received from agencies and Native American Tribes and in the spirit of collaboration, | have made the
decision to grant the additional 30-day extension of the public scoping period for this proposed project,” said Doug Furtado, Battle Mountain
District Manager.

The proposed Rhyolite Ridge project by loneer Rhyolite Ridge LLC would be located within the Silver Peak Range approximately 40 miles
southwest of Tonopah, Nevada, and 13 miles northeast of Dyer in Esmeralda County, Nevada. The proposed project includes construction,
operation, reclamation, and closure of a surface quarry using conventional surface mining techniques and associated facilities to mine lithium
and boron. The project would employ up to 500 workers during construction and up to 350 workers during operations.

Formal comments may be submitted in the following ways:

* On-line via the ePlanning website, https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-ui/project/2012309/510 via the Participate Now tab.
¢ By regular mail to Scott Distel, BLM Project Manager,50 Bastian Road, Battle Mountain, NV 89820.

e Email to BLM_NV_BMDO_TFO_NONRENEWABLE@bIlm.gov.

» Fax via (775) 635-4034.

For more information, contact Scott Distel, ProjectManager, at 775-635-4093. Individuals in the United States who are deaf, deafblind, hard of
hearing, or have a speech disability may dial 7-1-1 (TTY, TDD, or TeleBraille) to access telecommunications relay services.

The BLM manages more than 245 million acres of public land located primarily in 12 western states, including Alaska, on behalf of the American

people. The BLM also administers 700 million acres of sub-surface mineral estate throughout the nation. Our mission is to sustain the health,
diversity, and productivity of America’s public lands for the use and enjoyment of present and <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>