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1. INTRODUCTION 

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Moab Field Office intends to prepare a travel 
management plan (TMP) and environmental assessment (EA) for the Labyrinth 
Rims/Gemini Bridges Travel Management Area north and west of Moab, Utah, as 
depicted on the map in Appendix A.  The area covers approximately 303,993 acres in 
Grand County and has 1,232 miles of inventoried routes on BLM-managed lands.  The 
TMP will offer a comprehensive framework for managing this portion of the Moab Field 
Office’s travel network and transportation systems.  All decisions made in the TMP 
would be tied to the goals, objectives, and management actions contained in the Moab 
Field Office Record of Decision and Approved Resource Management Plan (RMP), as 
amended. 

The National Environmental Policy Act requires that the BLM offer full disclosure and 
open public participation in its decision making process. To initiate this public 
involvement process, the BLM held a scoping period to solicit input from the public on 
the issues, impacts, and potential alternatives that could be addressed in the EA. This 
Scoping Report summarizes the comments that were submitted by the public. 

2. SCOPING 

The public scoping process was initiated on March 24, 2021 and ended on April 26, 
2021. 

2.1 Outreach Methods 

• A news release (Appendix B) was sent to local media outlets and interest 
groups on March 24, 2021. 

• The comment period was posted on the BLM’s ePlanning website on 
March 24, 2021. 

2.2 Opportunities for Public Comment 

All announcements for the public scoping period included information on the public 
scoping opportunities and methods for communicating the comments. 
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2.3 Comments Received 

The BLM received over 9,100 comment letters during the 30-day public scoping period. 

Table 1:  Comments received during scoping. 
Entity Number 

Government Agencies 5 
Special Interest 

Groups 
66 

Individuals 9000+ 

Comment letters received from all agencies and some special interest groups are 
attached to this report, along with some additional individual sample letters in 
Appendix C.  Letters were received mostly from the United States, with four other 
countries also represented (Canada, Italy, New Zealand, and Ukraine.) 

2.4 Primary Issues Raised During Scoping 

• The TMP should offer continued access to State of Utah-managed lands 

• The BLM should provide for Off Highway Vehicle (OHV) recreation 
opportunities 

• The BLM should keep OHV access and opportunities the same as they 
currently are under the Moab RMP, as amended 

• The BLM must prepare the TMP pursuant to applicable statutes, 
regulations, BLM Utah Instruction Memorandum No. 2012-066, and the 
terms identified in paragraphs 16-24 of the Settlement Agreement 

• The BLM should address routes that have no purpose or need and show 
signs of little to no use 

• The BLM should address the needs of non-motorized users to recreate 
away from the road network 

• The BLM should provide a reasonable range of alternatives 

• The BLM should take a hard look at potentially impacted resources such as 
wildlife, soils, air quality, cultural resources, and wilderness characteristics 

• The BLM should address engine noise impacts, as well as the upcoming 
trend towards electric motor usage which would reduce noise 

• The BLM should continue to accommodate the elderly, disabled, veterans, 
young, ill, wounded, etc. who cannot walk or ride bicycles or horses. Utah 
already has millions of acres of protected wilderness that limits access to 
a small percentage of citizens who are able and willing to hike/backpack 
into these remote areas (Canyonlands, Arches, Book Cliffs, Labyrinth 
Canyon, Areas of Critical Environmental Concern, Wilderness Study Areas, 
etc.)  
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• The BLM should mark/re-mark trails to aid people in route finding to keep 
them from venturing cross-country 

Multiple commenters also asked the BLM to add new OHV trails and trail systems; 
close all trails to motorized traffic; engage in more education of “tread lightly”, “leave 
no trace”, “don’t bust the crust”, etc.; increase fees for hikers/bicyclists; address the 
increase of trash and human waste; and, increase dispersed camping opportunities; 
however, these actions are outside the scope of the current Travel Planning effort. 
Thirty-three letters offered support for closing some or all routes to motorized travel; 
the remainder supported continued use of existing routes or increasing/connecting 
routes. 

The issues presented in the forthcoming Draft TMP EA will also include issues raised 
by the BLM’s interdisciplinary team of resource specialists. 

3. FUTURE STEPS 

Scoping is the first public involvement opportunity in the planning process. In the fall 
of 2021, the BLM will make available to the public and stakeholders preliminary 
alternatives maps, preliminary route evaluation forms, this Scoping Report and the 
report on Lands with Wilderness Characteristics that is mandated by the Settlement 
Agreement. Additionally, the public will have a chance to review and comment on the 
Draft TMP EA in late 2021 or early 2022, before a decision is made by the authorized 
officer.
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APPENDIX A – MAP 

Map 1: General Location and Road Status 
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APPENDIX B – SCOPING NEWS RELEASE 
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APPENDIX C – SAMPLING OF PUBLIC SCOPING COMMENTS 

Letter 1:  Blue Ribbon Coalition 
Letter 2:  City of Green River 
Letter 3:  Colorado Motorcycle Trail Riders Association 
Letter 4:  Colorado Offroad Enterprise 
Letter 5:  Colorado Offroad Trail Defenders 
Letter 6:  Gipe 
Letter 7:  Grand County Commission 
Letter 8:  Great Old Broads for Wilderness 
Letter 9:  Maryland Ornithological Society 
Letter 10:  Moab Friends for Wheelin' 
Letter 11:  National Off Highway Vehicle Conservation Council 
Letter 12:  One Voice et al 
Letter 13:  State of Utah Public Lands Policy Coordinating Office 
Letter 14:  Public Access Preservation Association 
Letter 15:  Ride with Respect et al 
Letter 16:  State of Utah School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration 
Letter 17:  Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance 
Letter 18:  Town of Castle Valley 
Letter 19:  Utah Back Country Pilots Association 
Letter 20:  Utah Public Lands Alliance 
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Letter 21:  Blue Ribbon Coalition 
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Letter 22:  City of Green River 
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Letter 23:  Colorado Motorcycle Trail Riders Association 
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Letter 24:  Colorado Offroad Enterprise 
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Letter 25:  Colorado Offroad Trail Defenders 
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Letter 26:  Gipe 
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Letter 27:  Grand County Commission 
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Letter 28:  Great Old Broads for Wilderness 
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Letter 29:  Maryland Ornithological Society 
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Letter 30:  Moab Friends for Wheelin' 
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Letter 31:  National Off Highway Vehicle Conservation Council 
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Letter 32:  One Voice et al 
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Letter 33:  State of Utah Public Lands Policy Coordinating Office 



 

79 

 



 

80 

 

 



 

81 

 

Letter 34:  Public Access Preservation Association 
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Letter 35:  Ride with Respect et al 
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Letter 36:  State of Utah School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration 
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Letter 37:  Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance 
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Letter 38:  Town of Castle Valley 
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Letter 39:  Utah Back Country Pilots Association 
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Letter 40:  Utah Public Lands Alliance 

 


