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Morongo Highway 62 Communication Site Project Overview

Supporting Text

Environmental Assessment and Land Use Plan Amendment
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Microsoft Teams – Webinar Meeting 
Parameters

Meeting will focus on presenting the project and EA findings. 

- Use the Raise Hand feature for Question and Answer at end of presentation

- Keep questions project focused 

- Questions are limited to 1-minute

Technical Issues or Questions? 

Email: Sarah.Anderson2@wsp.com 

Instructions for submitting formal comments will be provided 
at end of presentation

mailto:Sarah.Anderson2@wsp.com


Project Area Overview



Project Summary

Project Details
• One communication site and access road
• 196 feet tall and 23-foot-wide triangular base
• Five solar arrays
• Approximately 2.005 acres on public lands

BLM Decision to be considered
• To amend or not to amend 2.005 acres of BLM lands from 

VRM Class II to Class III within the CDCA plan, as amended;
• Grant a right-of-way (ROW) as requested, with conditions, 

or deny the application



Purpose and Need
• Under the BLM’s multiple-use mandate, the BLM’s purpose and need is 

to review and evaluate the Project to authorize the construction, 
operation, maintenance, and decommission of the following 
components: 

1) communication tower and access road

2) equipment shelter, solar arrays, and supporting components

• In addition, Biden’s Secretarial Priority of “Making investments to 
support the Administration’s goal of creating millions of family-
supporting and union jobs,” and “Bipartisan Infrastructure Law,” which 
helps to “ensure every American has access to high-speed internet.”

• Support FirstNet, created to build, operate, and maintain the first high-
speed, nationwide wireless broadband network dedicated to public 
safety (Public Law 112-96, signed on February 22, 2012 (Middle Class 
Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012



EA Analysis Areas

• Biological Resources

• Visual Resources

• Environmental 
Justice/Socioeconomics 

• Special Area Designations

• Soil Resources

• Noise

• Cultural Resources



• Visual Resources: Non-Conforming Visual 

Resource Management Objectives; 

subsequent

• Land Use Plan Amendment (LUPA)- Change 

from Visual Resource Management Class II 

Area to a Class III Area

Key Issues



BLM
Visual 
Resources 
Areas

Project 
Location



Alternatives
• Alternative A – Proposed Project (2.005 ac.)
• Alternative B – Reduced Footprint Alternative (same location, 

no solar, utility easement) 1.50 ac.

Alternatives Considered but Eliminated From Analysis in EA

• Reduced Height Communication Tower – evaluated to reduce visual impacts. 
Signal propagation studies support shorter towers (75-ft. and 145-ft. towers) 
infeasible to reach coverage goals of project. 

• Transponders on Existing Towers – evaluated use of 4G or 5G transponders on 
existing wooden poles to eliminate need for tower. Eliminated due to poles 
located in the Caltrans ROW and Sand to Snow National Monument.

• Use of Existing County Television Tower – propagation studies show coverage 
could be provided to Morongo community, but coverage would not extend to Hwy 
62 corridor. Does not meet goals and needs of project

• Call Boxes – No call boxes located in 3-mile segment of Hwy 62 with no service. 
Does not meet goals and needs of project. 



Alternative Locations on BLM Land
The alternative locations were evaluated to meet purpose of the Proposed Action and 
avoid visual resources effects

Site Constraints

• Topography necessary for line-of-sight coverage to reach both residents and remote 
area of Hwy 62

• Land to the southeast, both sides of Highway 62 for approximately three miles, 
were recently designated the "Sand to Snow National Monument,” which now 
allows only foot traffic 

• Higher terrain to west/northwest designated San Gorgonio Wilderness

• Results of propagation studies indicate only the proposed location, at the 
highest point locale, will serve both the mountain pass through Hwy 62 
towards Palm Springs as well as densify the Wireless Broadband Service to 
local homes, parks, and businesses.

• All alternative locations on BLM-managed lands were dismissed based upon 
the insufficient level of signal coverage required to service the Highway 62 
area. 



Visual Contract 
Rating Worksheets 
– Key Observation 
Points (KOPs)



Visual Contrast Rating Worksheets & Color Analysis (Factory Gray – KOP 2) 



Visual Contrast Rating Worksheets & Color Analysis (Covert Green – KOP 2)



Visual Contrast Rating Worksheets & Color Analysis 
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3D Visual Simulations 



NEPA Environmental Assessment & Land Use 
Plan Amendment Process

BLM Press Release & 
Public Scoping

30-days
(February 21 – March 21, 

2022)

Virtual Public Scoping 
Meeting

(March 17, 2022)
Develop Alternatives

Analyze
Effects and Comments

BLM Release EA, 
Proposed LUPA & 
Unsigned FONSI

30-days
Public Comment Period

BLM Release EA/FONSI,
Protest Period (30-days)
& Governor’s Consistency 

Review (60-days)

Decision Record
and

Appeal Period

Analyze
Comments and 

supplement EA if needed



NEPA Schedule
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Milestone      Date

• Publish NOI

 30-day scoping period  February 2022

• Publish EA and Unsigned FONSI

 30-day comment period  August 2024

• Publish Signed FONSI and Protest Period 

 30-day Protest Period and 60-day

 Governor’s Consistency Review October 2024

• Decision Record    November 2024
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How to Submit Comment

Submit a *Substantive Comment*:

1. BLM NEPA ePlanning Website:  

https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-ui/project/1502263/510 

1. Submit via EMAIL:

blm_ca_ps_morongocommunicationsite@blm.gov

1. Submit via Mail:

“Morongo Communication Site Project EA” 

Attn: Matt Toedtli, Project Manager

Bureau of Land Management, California Desert District Office

1201 Bird Center Drive, Palm Springs, CA 92262

*A substantive comment identifies a concern or issue you may have with the document, 
describes why it's a problem, and offers other factual and unbiased information for the 
Bureau to consider (BLM)*
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