
Purpose
The purpose of the proposed Lava Ridge Wind Project is to provide clean wind 
energy to meet increasing demands for electricity within the western United 
States.

Need
Respond to the proponent’s request for authorization to use federal lands for 
constructing, operating, maintaining, and decommissioning the Lava Ridge 
Wind Project.

BLMLava Ridge Wind Project

Lava Ridge Wind Project Public Scoping Posters, August 2021



BLM

What is a Cooperating Agency?
BLM is committed to engaging and involving our agency partners 
as cooperating agencies. Any federal, state, tribal, or local agency 
with jurisdiction by law or special expertise with respect to an 
environmental issue may, by agreement, be a cooperating agency.

A Cooperating Agency Will:
› Contribute staff to participate on the interdisciplinary team.
› Participate in the EIS process and be formally involved in 

scoping.
› Provide leadership, expertise, guidance, and review for the 

environmental analysis.
› Provide information related to the agency’s role.
› Identify issues of concern regarding project impacts on the 

natural and human-made environment.
› Provide timely input on unresolved issues.

To Become a Cooperating Agency:
Respond in writing, describing your jurisdiction and special 
expertise, as well as the potential physical, natural, and 
socioeconomic issues or concerns that are of interest to your 
agency.
› An agreement (MOU) will be signed prior to your participation.
› Your participation may include those activities outlined in 40 CFR 

1501.6(b).

For more information on how to become a cooperating 
agency for the Lava Ridge Wind Project:

Mail:

Phone: 208-732-7204

Email: kprestwich@blm.gov

Website: https://go.usa.gov/xFKxg

Kasey Prestwich, Project Manager
BLM Shoshone Field Office, 400 West F Street, 
Shoshone, ID 83352
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Lava Ridge Wind Project Description
Magic Valley Energy, LLC (MVE) is seeking authorization to use 
federal lands for constructing, operating, maintaining, and 
decommissioning the Lava Ridge Wind Project. The proposed project 
includes up to 400 wind energy generating turbines, up to seven new 
substations, approximately 198 miles of 34.5 kilovolt (kV) collector 
lines, 34 miles of 230 kV transmission lines, 18 miles of 500 kV 
transmission lines, 381 miles of access roads, 47 miles of temporary 
crane walk paths, a battery energy storage system, three operations 
and maintenance facilities, five permanent met towers, and 
construction-related staging yards. Engineering is preliminary, but the 
turbines may have a maximum height (including the rotor) of up to 
740 feet.

The proposed project is located primarily on public lands 
administered by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Shoshone 
Field Office, approximately 25 miles northeast of Twin Falls, Idaho, 
within the Idaho counties of Jerome, Lincoln, and Minidoka. MVE has 
proposed to locate all components of the project within a series of 
corridors. These corridors are approximately 1/2 mile wide and cover 
approximately 76,000 acres, of which 73,000 acres are located on 
public lands managed by the BLM and 3,000 acres are State Lands 
managed by the Idaho Department of Lands. 

The project’s planned 500 kV transmission line may interconnect at 
the existing Idaho Power Midpoint substation approximately 7 miles 
south of Shoshone, Idaho, or at an alternative location inside the right-
of-way corridor for the not yet constructed Southwest Intertie Project 
– Northern Portion.
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NEPA and the EIS Process

BLM

The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) requires the lead federal agency
(BLM) to evaluate effects of the proposed project on the natural and human environment.
The EIS will include a detailed analysis of potential environmental impacts from which
decision-makers can make an informed decision.

Key Milestones during the EIS process include:

» Public information meetings
» 45-day public review
» Disclose technical studies and potential impacts of

proposed action and a range of alternatives
» Identify agency preferred alternative

» Address public comments and concerns received
» 30-day public availability period

Scoping
» Public meetings
» 30-day comment period
» Identify issues for consideration

Draft EIS

Final EIS
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What will be Analyzed?
The agency must analyze the full range of effects of the proposed project 
and reasonable alternatives to the proposed project.

What is an Effect?
An impact or “effect” is a change or consequence that results from an 
activity. Effects can be positive, negative, or both.

An EIS describes effects, as well as ways to “mitigate” effects.
To “mitigate” means to lessen or remove negative effects.

Issues to be analyzed in the EIS may include 
but are not limited to:

Socioeconomics – Evaluation of economic and 
social impacts of the project on local communities 
or populations.

Land Use – Compatibility of the project with 
designated land uses on surrounding lands.

Transportation – Effects of project-related traffic 
on existing traffic patterns on major public roads.

Recreation – Recreation uses and the scenic or 
visual quality and character of the landscape.

Soils and Vegetation – Evaluation of long-term 
impacts to soils and the protection, maintenance, 
and restoration of vegetation resources.
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Visual Resources

Issues to be examined in the EIS include:

• How would the project impact the visual character and scenic quality 
experienced at key observation points (KOPs)? 

• How would project lighting impact sensitive viewers and night skies, 
including at Craters of the Moon National Monument and Preserve? 

• How would wind turbines and associated shadow flicker impact either 
KOPs or sensitive receptors?

The BLM’s visual contrast rating (VCR) process assists 
with the planning and design of proposed actions to 
avoid and minimize visual contrast. It is used to conduct 
visual impact assessments and determine if proposed 
surface-disturbing activities will meet the visual resource 
management (VRM) class objectives and allowable level 
of change established for the area, or if design 
adjustments or additional visual impact mitigation will be 
required.

The VCR process involves a systematic comparison of 
the landscape's visual characteristics before and after 
the project is implemented, as seen from KOPs, using the 
basic design elements of form, line, color, and texture. 
KOPs are "the most critical viewpoints," where there is 
public sensitivity to visual change due to the type of user, 
level of use, orientation to the proposed project, etc., 
such as points or a series of points on a travel route, or 
at a use area or a potential use area. 
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Cultural Resources

Issues to be examined in the EIS include:

• How would the project’s ground disturbance physically 
impact cultural resources (such as Wilson Butte Cave)?

• How would the presence of above-ground infrastructure 
visually or otherwise non-physically impact cultural 
resources (such as the Minidoka National Historic 
Site’s Visitor Center)?

• How would the project impact Treaty and non-Treaty 
rights of Native American Tribes?

The Intersection of NEPA and Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act

Section 106 requires federal agencies to consider the effects of their 
undertakings on historic properties that are included or may be eligible for 
inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places and to provide the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation with a reasonable opportunity to 
comment. In addition, federal agencies are required to consult on the 
Section 106 process with State Historic Preservation Offices, Tribal 
Historic Preservation Offices, and Native American Tribes.

The NEPA EIS analysis will consider cultural resources within a study area 
that encompasses the project footprint and viewshed. Issues identified 
thus far include physical and non-physical impacts (such as visual) and 
impacts to Treaty and non-Treaty rights of Native American Tribes. 

Lava Ridge Wind Project

Under Section 106, the BLM is seeking your input to help identify historic properties and other cultural resources of interest that may be affected by the 
Lava Ridge Wind Project.

If you are interested in sharing information on these resources or have questions about the Section 106 process, please contact:

Kelli Barnes, BLM Idaho State Office, phone: 208-373-3844, email: kbarnes@blm.gov

You may also provide written comments regarding cultural resources and historic properties as part of the NEPA scoping comment process.
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Wildfire Management
• How would the project change the potential for wildfire 

ignitions and wildfire suppression capabilities?
• How would the project affect the ability to meet fuels 

reduction and ecosystem restoration goals?

Since 1980, 1,378 wildfire ignitions have occurred within a 20-mile 
radius of the project area. Over 76% of the fires within this 
area were human-caused ignitions and over 84% of the fires were 
contained at less than 1,000 acres.
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Avian and Bat Species
• How would turbine operation affect bat and 

avian populations (including eagles)?
• How would project construction, operation, 

and decommissioning affect bat roosting 
habitat?

• How would wildlife resources, threatened 
and endangered species, and habitat be 
protected?

• How would the project affect greater sage-
grouse?

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act directs 
federal agencies to ensure authorized actions that 
are not likely to jeopardize the continued existence 
of threatened, or endangered species or result in 
destruction of critical habitat. A biological 
assessment will be prepared to examine impacts to 
federally listed wildlife and plant species.

The Migratory Bird Treaty Act implements the 
United States’ commitment to international 
conventions for the protection of migratory birds. 
Under the Act, taking, killing, or possessing 
migratory birds is unlawful. More than 800 species 
of migratory birds are protected under this law, 
including raptor species (such as the ferruginous 
hawk). The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act 
prohibits anyone, without a permit, from “taking” 
bald eagles or golden eagles, including their parts, 
nests, or eggs. Both Acts require federal agencies to 
ensure authorized actions are not likely to 
jeopardize the covered species. 

Lava Ridge Wind Project

Other Species
• How would the project affect big 

game habitat and species distribution 
in the analysis area?

• How would the project affect 
pollinators?

• How would the project affect BLM 
special-status species?
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Livestock Grazing
Issues to be examined in the EIS include:
• How would the project affect available livestock forage 

and subsequent grazing permit active preference?
• How would turbine operation, vehicle traffic, and 

increased human presence from the project 
physiologically affect livestock?

A BLM grazing permit is required for commercial livestock use on BLM-
managed surface (temporary recreational use by riding and packing 
livestock is excluded or covered under a special use permit). The project 
siting corridors intersect seven BLM public land grazing allotments. The 
EIS analysis will consider temporary and long-term vegetation disturbance 
in grazing allotments, and the best available science in published 
literature.
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Tips for Providing an Effective Comment

Effective comments address one or more of the following:

• Resources likely to be affected by the project;

• Potential resource issues that should be analyzed;

• Data sources that the agency may not be aware of; and/or

• Reasonable alternatives to be considered in the analysis.

Ways to Provide a Comment
Online: https://go.usa.gov/xFKxg. Click on the “Participate Now” 
button to the right of the document link. Enter your comment and 
information, then click “Submit”.
Email: BLM_ID_LavaRidge@blm.gov 
Mail: Kasey Prestwich, Project Manager, BLM Shoshone Field 
Office, 400 West F Street, Shoshone, ID 83352

For more information or if you have further questions contact: 

Kasey Prestwich
Phone: 208-732-7204
Email: kprestwich@blm.gov 

For Project Updates:
https://go.usa.gov/xFKxg 
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