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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
GRAND JUNCTION FIELD OFFICE 

2815 H Road, Grand Junction, CO 81506 
 

DECISION RECORD 

HUNTER CANYON TOAD MANAGEMENT 

DOI-BLM-CO-130-2014-0008-EA 
 

DECISION   

It is my decision to authorize the Proposed Action that would enhance management of Great 
Basin Spadefoot toad in Hunter Canyon as described in the attached EA. The Proposed Action 
includes measures such installation of protective fencing, educational kiosks, low water 
crossings to protect breeding habitat for Great Basin Spadefoot. The Proposed Action also 
includes improvements to clearly delineate the boundary of an existing parking lot. The No 
Action alternative was also analyzed in the EA for this project.  
 
Through this action one section of the drainage in the lower end of Hunter Canyon would be 
closed to vehicles while still allowing access around this area on an existing road.  This aspect of 
the action would remove existing duplicative routes. Above the fenced area post and cable 
placement, low water crossings, signs, or other structures will be used to protect breeding habitat 
of the Great Basin Spadefoot.  Two to three educational kiosks would also be installed to inform 
users of the efforts by the BLM and Grand Mesa Jeep Club to provide habitat for the Great Basin 
Spadefoot while allowing off-highway vehicle (OHV) use of the area. This project also includes 
delineating a parking area on 21 Road.  
 
The primary mechanism used by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to invite public 
involvement in the public scoping process was posting this project on the Grand Junction Field 
Office NEPA website and on the BLM ePlanning NEPA Register website. In addition this 
project was presented at the Grand Valley Trail Association Meeting on May 25, 2016. The 
Grand Mesa Jeep club assisted in development of the Proposed Action. The BLM received 
scoping comments from the Wilderness Society and from Sherry Schenk on February 13, 2015. 
Potential issues identified through scoping included concerns over impacts to the wilderness 
characteristics as a result of the vehicle barriers being constructed, and potential impacts to the 
Great Basin Spadefoot toad from foot traffic and continued jeep use in the area.   
 
This office completed an Environmental Assessment and reached a Finding of No Significant Impact 
for the Proposed Action.  
 

RATIONALE 

The decision to close a portion of the Hunter Canyon Jeep trail while still allowing Jeep access to 
the area will protect an important breeding area for the Great Basin Spadefoot Toad while still 
allowing for recreational use of the area. This project would not allow for the construction of 
new routes, instead it would remove portions of existing routes that may be impacting Great 



Basin Spadefoot. This project also provides for public education about protection of this species. 
The project would also limit expansion of an existing parking area by delineating the boundary 
with a fence. 

The Great Basin Spadefoot was removed from the BLM sensitive species list in 2015 because of 
changes in protocol with the Sensitive Species list; for consistency statewide, BLM Colorado 
decided to use NatureServe rankings as a major factor in inclusion on the list, and according to 
NatureServe, th~ populations are considered globally stable (Natureserve, 2015). Information on 
local populations is limited; therefore conservation and research projects are appropriate until 
more is known about local populations, both of which are included in this project. 

PROTEST/ APPEALS 

This decision shall take effect immediately upon the date it is signed by the Authorized Officer, 
and shall remain in effect while any appeal is pending unless the Interior Board of Land Appeals 
issues a stay ( 43 CFR 280 I.I O(b )). Any appeal of this decision must follow the procedures set 
forth in 43 CFR Part 4. Within 30 days of the decision, a notice of appeal must be filed in the 
office of the Authorized Officer at Grand Junction Field Office, 2815 H Road, grand Junction, 
Colorado, 81506. If a statement of reasons for the appeal is not included with the notice, it must 
be filed with the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Office of Hearings and Appeals, U.S. 
Department of the Interior, 80 I North Quincy St., Suite 300, Arlington, VA 22203 within 30 
days after the notice of appeal is filed with the Authorized Officer. 

NAME OF PREPARER: Heidi Plank 

NAME OF ENVIRONMENTAL COORDINATOR: Christina Stark 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED OFFICIAL: 

DATE SIGNED: Cf-Z/..,..-IJ 
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ATTACHMENT 1:  Project Location Map 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

DESIGN FEATURES 
 

1. All volunteers and personnel will be notified about the cultural and historic properties 
inadvertent discovery act, as well as the Native American Graves Protection Act, and 
confidentiality requirements: 

a. Inadvertent Discovery: The NHPA, as amended, requires that if newly discovered 
historic or archaeological materials or other cultural resources are identified 
during the Proposed Action implementation, work in that area must stop and the 
BLM Authorized Officer (AO) must be notified immediately. Within five 
working days the AO will determine the actions that will likely have to be 
completed before the site can be used (assuming in place preservation is not 
necessary) (36 CFR 800.13). 

b. The Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) 
requires that if inadvertent discovery of Native American Remains or Objects 
occurs, any activity must cease in the area of discovery, a reasonable effort made 
to protect the item(s) discovered, and immediate notice be made to the BLM 
Authorized Officer, as well as the appropriate Native American group(s) (IV.C.2). 
Notice may be followed by a 30-day delay (NAGPRA Section 3(d)). 

c. A standard Education/Discovery stipulation for cultural resource protection 
should be attached to the Decision Record. The BLM project proponent is 
responsible for informing all persons who are associated with the project 
operations that they will be subject to prosecution for knowingly disturbing 
historic or archaeological sites, or for collecting artifacts. 

d. Strict adherence to the confidentiality of information concerning the nature and 
location of archeological resources would be required of all individuals working 
on the project and all of their subcontractors (Archaeological Resource Protection 
Act, 16 U.S.C. 470hh). 

 
 
 




