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1     I'm Peggy Willis and I'm a lifelong resident of

2 Washington and two years ago I saw fires in Eastern

3 Washington that were climate-change induced that burned

4 right up to my driveway of my home, and I'm here today

5 because I feel that at the very least, a very

6 comprehensive review is absolutely essential for the

7 permitting process for the leasing of coal on public

8 lands, and I want to thank you and Secretary Jewell for

9 this review and for the moratorium that she has created

10 on the leasing of public lands -- coal on public lands.

11     And I would say in the review I would urge you to

12 include a very thorough current best science and

13 economics-based review.  I haven't heard a lot of

14 emphasis on the science-based current best practices

15 science-based review today.

16     Also, I've heard quite a bit about financial and

17 environmental impacts and I agree with that thoroughly.

18 I think that should be a major part of the review of

19 mining on public lands.

20     And last on the review I think should be the

21 increase of the tourism and the outdoor recreational

22 value of public lands that needs to be considered prior

23 to permitting, and also, just the value of leaving the

24 lands as they are and the value that that has in the

25 amount of an impact and a cost that it has when we reduce
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1 the opportunity for people to enjoy the same level of

2 enjoyment on those lands.

3     After that review of the science, the financial and

4 public benefits and costs, I would urge the Bureau of

5 Land Management to have an option recommending ending the

6 current policy of subsidizing strip mining coal from our

7 public land.

8     And I really believe this program is broken, and I

9 urge the BLM to include also an option that would

10 permanently end the new leasing of coal permits on public

11 lands and leave the coal in the ground as many others

12 have said earlier today.

13     And I want to lastly also add that the review should

14 include complete environmental costs of using coal, and

15 that I'm talking here about the climate change costs that

16 are seen in our lower snowpacks, droughts, flooding and

17 extreme wildfires and the ocean acidification that others

18 have mentioned and that I have experienced personally

19 while living here in Washington.

20     To meet the climate change conference accords we

21 need to continue investing in clean energy and stop

22 subsidizing private companies from taking coal from our

23 public lands.  The way to fix the federal coal leasing

24 program and help us meet the climate change conference

25 accords is by ending the new coal leases on public lands.
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1 So thank you very much for listening to our thoughts

2 today.

3                   MR. BATTS:  Thank you.

4     I believe we have No. 100 up next.

5     We are going to go in order, so if I miss your

6 number, just raise your hand.

7                   MR. STAFFORD:  Good afternoon.  My

8 name is John Stafford, Seattle resident, full-time

9 substitute teacher for Seattle schools, former corporate

10 strategy consultant for large U.S. corporations on

11 business strategy, and I'm involved in two grassroots

12 climate advocacy groups in Seattle.

13     I have a simple theme today which is that in my view

14 it's imperative for the organization to take the correct

15 perspective when making this decision.  And so what do I

16 mean by that?  I'll start by talking about sort of a

17 standard perspective which would look at this as a

18 decision through which we make sort of standard

19 cost-benefit trade-offs.

20     In favor of coal would be factors like fair return

21 on public land, help for the U.S. budget, jobs, nation's

22 energy needs, and on the counterside would be climate

23 change risk, pollution, externalities, et cetera.

24     I argue there's a broader set of perspectives that

25 need to be taken into account in order to reach the


