
Byers & Anderson Court Reporters/Video/Videoconferencing
Seattle/Tacoma, Washington

 June 21, 2016
BLM Federal Coal Program Programmatic EIS Scoping Meeting - Seattle

Page 218

1 So thank you very much for listening to our thoughts

2 today.

3                   MR. BATTS:  Thank you.

4     I believe we have No. 100 up next.

5     We are going to go in order, so if I miss your

6 number, just raise your hand.

7                   MR. STAFFORD:  Good afternoon.  My

8 name is John Stafford, Seattle resident, full-time

9 substitute teacher for Seattle schools, former corporate

10 strategy consultant for large U.S. corporations on

11 business strategy, and I'm involved in two grassroots

12 climate advocacy groups in Seattle.

13     I have a simple theme today which is that in my view

14 it's imperative for the organization to take the correct

15 perspective when making this decision.  And so what do I

16 mean by that?  I'll start by talking about sort of a

17 standard perspective which would look at this as a

18 decision through which we make sort of standard

19 cost-benefit trade-offs.

20     In favor of coal would be factors like fair return

21 on public land, help for the U.S. budget, jobs, nation's

22 energy needs, and on the counterside would be climate

23 change risk, pollution, externalities, et cetera.

24     I argue there's a broader set of perspectives that

25 need to be taken into account in order to reach the
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1 correct conclusion on this issue.

2     First -- and I'll bring up five -- if climate change

3 math says that the fossil fuels need to be kept in the

4 ground, why would the U.S. federal government engage in

5 an initiative willfully that works in the exact opposite

6 direction?  Seems illogical.

7     It also seems desirable for the U.S. government to

8 be acting in consistent purposes across its policies.  So

9 if we're involved in the Paris accords, the clean power

10 plant from President Obama, in Washington state there's

11 I-732 and the Alliance for Jobs and Clean Energy pending

12 proposal to affect the price on carbon, again, why would

13 the U.S. government enter into something that works in

14 exact -- at cross purposes to that?

15     Third, it's critical to transfer to the renewable

16 energy sector and we have the technologies available.

17 One way to impede progress there is to subsidize the very

18 thing that we are trying to replace, coal.  Again, it

19 doesn't make sense.

20     Finally, it's the long-term economic leadership of

21 the U.S. in the renewable sector is going to be

22 imperative for the long-term economic future of the

23 country.  Again, keeping something going that's going to

24 keep us from making progress in bringing renewables into

25 the economic mainstream is going to be bad for the
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1 long-term economic health for the United States.

2     So in conclusion, I feel like if the standard

3 perspective is taken to this, it's going to lead to a

4 certain set of factors taken into account, costs,

5 benefits, optimize the program, et cetera.

6     But if the correct perspective is taken into account

7 in all fronts, whether it's public health, environment,

8 economic growth over the long-term, leadership,

9 pollution, climate, all of those factors begin to point

10 in the same direction, which leads to the conclusion in

11 my view, that likely the best modernization program for

12 the federal coal leasing program is the end of the

13 program.

14     Thank you very much.

15                   MR. BATTS:  Thank you.  We have No. 94

16 I skipped over.  We now enter organized chaos, which is a

17 theory that Einstein would come up with, I'm sure.

18                   MS. MACKAY:  Thank you.

19     Hi.  My name is Vivian MacKay and I live here in

20 Seattle.  I'm just an ordinary citizen without a lot of

21 the hard facts that other people have been bringing here

22 today, and I hadn't really thought about speaking today,

23 but decided maybe I should.

24     My house is about 50 feet from the railroad tracks,

25 and when I bought it about 28 years ago I cleaned my deck


