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1 folks and we want to make sure everybody has a chance to

2 speak.

3     Ma'am?

4                   MS. SIMON:  Thank you.  My name is

5 Lorali Simon.  I will be respectful of your three

6 minutes.

7     Jesus loves me.  I'm a coal miner, and I'm here

8 representing the Alaska Coal Association.  While it is

9 unclear to me why you are having this meeting in downtown

10 Seattle on coal leasing in federal areas, I nonetheless

11 appreciate the opportunity to provide remarks against the

12 moratorium and the proposed changes.

13     I appreciate Doc Hastings' comments in the paper

14 today calling out the absolute hypocrisy of the

15 Department by having this meeting so far away from

16 America's coal fields.

17     In 2013 the GOA and the Department Inspector

18 General, DOI Inspector General produced reports which

19 contained minor recommendations for improvements to the

20 Federal Coal Program.  These reports confirmed that the

21 federal leasing program is sound and contributes

22 substantial benefits to American taxpayers.  Neither

23 report called for a widespread revision to the program,

24 nor did they adjust royalty rates.

25     BLM has already taken action on those items -- on
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1 those recommendations and has improved the management of

2 the Federal Coal Program.  One result was the updated

3 coal evaluation manual and handbook as well as seven

4 instruction memoranda to its field offices.

5     The anti-coal folks suggest that keeping coal --

6 suggests keeping coal in the ground, but that is a very

7 shortsighted unrealistic strategy which would provide no

8 return to the taxpayer.

9     Keeping federal coal in the ground is nothing more

10 than a political maneuver which will deny taxpayers any

11 revenue from this valuable resource while forcing state

12 and local communities to suffer the loss of additional

13 high-wage jobs and sharp budget shortfalls that would

14 require either higher taxes, lower services, or both.

15     Despite the high cost, the environmental benefits of

16 keeping federal coal in the ground are zilch.  The

17 Federal Coal Program provides substantial revenues to the

18 federal and state governments totaling almost $14 billion

19 since 2013.  If the federal government is interested in

20 maximizing the return on investment for taxpayers, it

21 would incentivize development of federal coal by reducing

22 royalties and other fees, making the permitting process

23 more efficient and base bonus bids on the amount of coal

24 that is actually recoverable.

25     The EIA states that coal will continue to play a
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1 significant role in providing electricity to Americans

2 for decades.  The PEIS must evaluate how changes to the

3 Federal Coal Program impact reliability and affordability

4 of the electricity.

5     If production on federal lands is decreased,

6 consumers will be forced to pay for more expensive forms

7 of power generation.  This might not be of concern to

8 many of you living here in Seattle or in the state of

9 Washington, but it is a major concern for your fellow

10 Americans across the country.

11     We have already seen a series of public policies

12 over the past several years designed to increase

13 electricity prices and degrade the reliability of the

14 nation's electricity by inducing the closure of

15 coal-based load power plants which are the backbone of

16 our electric grid.  Thank you for your time.

17                   MR. BATTS:  Thank you.

18                   MS. CLEVELAND:  Hi.  My name is

19 Britten Cleveland.  I'll respond to the previous speaker.

20 We're having this conversation because coal kills people.

21     I'm here representing Greenpeace, but more

22 importantly I'm representing my millennial generation.

23 And I'm pleased to see the administration moving forward

24 on such an important issue.  We all know it's long

25 overdue and I'm really hopeful this process will lead to


