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1 cost to communities, taxpayers, and the environment while

2 supporting the transition to a more sustainable and

3 resilient economy.  Thank you.

4                   MR. BATTS:  If we could have Group No.

5 11 through 15 come down and see Amy, please, we'll get

6 you set up.  We'll go ahead and move over to No. 6,

7 please.

8                   MR. FITZGIBBON:  Great.  Good morning.

9 Welcome.  Thank you for the opportunity to comment.  I'm

10 Joe Fitzgibbon and I'm a member of the state house of

11 representatives here in Washington state representing

12 140,000 people of West Seattle, White Center, Burien, and

13 Vashon Island and I'm the chairman of the State House

14 Environment Committee.

15     I want to focus my remarks on the climate impacts of

16 combustion of coal.  We are already in Washington state

17 seeing devastating impacts from just the early onset of

18 climate change.  Ocean acidification is having severe

19 impacts on our shellfish growers in some of the most

20 economically depressed parts of our state as more of

21 what's traditionally fallen as precipitation has fallen

22 as snow is now falling as rain.  We are seeing less

23 ability to store water for irrigation of our crops in

24 Eastern Washington, less ability to store water for

25 hydropower purposes, and of course, the last two summers
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1 we've seen the most devastating wildfires in our state's

2 history.

3     So the impacts of climate change are already taking

4 place in Washington.  We contribute less than 2 percent

5 of the total United States greenhouse gas emissions here

6 in Washington, but we're suffering the impact

7 nonetheless.  There's only so much that we in our state

8 can do to reduce our fossil fuel emissions, but we're

9 already doing what we -- we're doing much of what we can

10 as we shift towards greater reliance on electric

11 vehicles, on public transportation, on renewable energy,

12 but the fossil fuels being burned from coal produced on

13 federal lands are -- vastly outweigh anything we can do

14 in Washington state to reduce our own contributions to

15 climate change.

16     And so I just want to ask and thank you for engaging

17 in this PEIS process.  Thank you for taking into account

18 climate impacts of coal combusted from federal lands and

19 ask that you consider all of those impacts, consider

20 those impacts on people and economics and on habitats in

21 our state and around the country and ask that you

22 consider an alternative that includes no future leasing

23 of coal on federal lands.  Thank you.

24                   MR. VON FLATERN:  Hi.  I'm Michael Von

25 Flatern.  I'm the Wyoming state senator from the Powder


