
CLAUDIA KIRKPATRICK: Good afternoon. My name is Claudia
Kirkpatrick and I live at 3763 Orchard Street in Pittsburgh, and
I am a member of the local chapter of the Sierra Club. And I am
speaking to support the changes that Fred was talking about. The
Federal Coal Leasing Program, through which the Bureau of Land
Management grants coal companies leases to mine coal on federal
public lands, creates serious problems. This program destroys
the public lands, which should be for the use of all the
citizens of the United States, and it is a major factor in
continuing to pollute our air and water. Burning coal is a
direct cause of asthma, respiratory illnesses and cancer. It is
a serious risk especially to children and families in the areas
around the power plants which are still burning coal. And it is
more likely that low income and minority children and families
will be the people most seriously harmed. We, the people of the
United States, through our government officials are causing this
harm. It is very important, therefore, that we, the people of
the United States, support ending the Federal Coal Leasing
Program. This is our responsibility for our children,
grandchildren and great grandchildren. Thank you.


