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Dear Reader: 
 
Enclosed for your review and comment is the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for 
the proposed TransWest Express Transmission Project (Project) and accompanying land use plan 
amendments for affected Bureau of Land Management (BLM) areas and National Forest units.  
TransWest Express LLC (Applicant) submitted applications for right-of-way (ROW) grants and 
special use permits to use portions of the National System of Public Lands in southern Wyoming, 
northwestern Colorado, across Utah, and into southern Nevada.  The Applicant also has submitted 
a statement of interest and entered into a pre-development agreement with the Western Area 
Power Administration (Western) to potentially obtain financing for the Project from the 
borrowing authority granted to Western under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 
2009 (Recovery Act) (Public Law 111-5). The Applicant-proposed transmission line route and 
route alternatives cross public lands administered by 14 BLM Field Offices and five national 
forests over four states. The BLM Wyoming State Office and Western have been designated as 
joint lead Federal agencies for the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) process, 
and are mutually overseeing the preparation of the EIS. 
 
This Draft EIS was prepared in consultation with over 50 cooperating agencies and in accordance 
with the NEPA, as amended; and Council on Environmental Quality, Department of the Interior, 
Department of Energy, and Department of Agriculture regulations for implementing NEPA 
outlined in 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Parts 1500-1508, 43 CFR Part 46, 10 CFR 
1021, and 36 CFR 220, respectively.  Accompanying land use plan amendments were prepared 
for areas not consistent with the administering agency plan pursuant to the Federal Land Policy 
and Management Act of 1976, the National Forest Management Act of 1976, and the BLM and 
United States (U.S.) Forest Service (USFS) land use planning regulations  at 43 CFR 1610.5 and 
36 CFR 219.10. 
 
The Draft EIS analyzes the consequences of the agencies’ decisions on granting a BLM ROW 
and USFS special use permits to construct and operate a high voltage, direct current (DC) 
transmission system. Western and the Applicant are engaged in pre-development activities that 
precede Western’s and the Department of Energy’s decision whether to provide funding for a 
Recovery Act project.  The Draft EIS also informs Western’s decision on whether to use its 
borrowing authority to partially finance and hold partial ownership with TransWest in the 
resulting transmission facilities and capacity.  The Project would provide the transmission 
infrastructure and capacity to deliver approximately 3,000 megawatts of electric power from 
renewable and other energy sources in south-central Wyoming to a substation hub in southern 
Nevada.  The Applicant-proposed project would consist of an approximately 725-mile-long 
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600-kilovolt, high voltage DC transmission line and two terminals, each containing an alternating 
current/direct current (AC/DC) converter station.  The northern AC/DC converter station would 
be located near Sinclair, Wyoming, and the southern AC/DC converter station would be located 
near the Marketplace Hub – a group of substations approximately 25 miles south of Las Vegas, 
Nevada.  A ground electrode system (required for transmission line emergency shutdown) would 
be installed within 100 miles of each terminal.  The Project would retain an option for future 
interconnection with the Intermountain Power Project transmission system in Millard County, 
Utah. 
 
Alternatives to the proposed project were developed in response to issues raised during the NEPA 
scoping period.  The Project has been divided geographically into four regions for analysis based 
on common locations where project alternative routes converge and can be combined with other 
alternative routes in the region.  Each region contains an Applicant-proposed route and two to 
five alternative routes that are analyzed in this EIS, as well as the No Action Alternative.  The 
BLM, through consultation with other Federal, State, and local cooperating agencies, has 
identified an agency preferred alternative within each of the four Project regions that would all 
combine to create a continuous route from Wyoming to Nevada, totaling approximately 760 
miles.  The BLM and USFS have identified plan amendments for each of the land use plans that 
would require modifications if the proposed or an alternative route is selected. 
 
The Draft EIS and accompanying plan amendments are not decision documents. Their purpose is 
to inform the public and interested parties of the relative impacts of the proposed action and 
alternatives, and to solicit comments from other agencies and the public.  The Draft EIS also 
provides information to other regulatory agencies for use in their decision-making process for 
permits required to proceed with the Project. 
 
The BLM and Western will host public meetings to discuss the Draft EIS.  Dates, times, and 
locations of these meetings will be distributed in newsletters, announced in the local news media, 
and posted on the Project website at http://www.blm.gov/wy/st/en/info/NEPA/documents/ 
hdd/transwest.html. 
 
The BLM and Western invite public comment on the Draft EIS, the Agency Preferred 
Alternative, and accompanying plan amendments.  Your review and comment on the content of 
this document are critical to the project analysis and associated plan amendments.  Comments 
should be as specific as possible.  Please include suggested changes and sources or methodologies 
if applicable, and references to relevant section, page, and volume numbers of the document.  
Responses to substantive comments (further defined in 40 CFR 1503.3 and in Section 6.9.2.1 of 
BLM Handbook H-1790-1) will be included in the Final EIS. 
 
The publication of the Notice of Availability in the Federal Register by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency begins the 90-day comment period.  Written comments will be accepted by 
fax, email, or letter.  Please refer to “TransWest Transmission Project Comments” in your 
correspondence.  Please provide your comments to: 
 

Bureau of Land Management, Wyoming State Office 
Attn:  Sharon Knowlton, TWE Project Manager 
P.O. Box 20678 
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82003 
E-mail:  TransWest_WYMail@blm.gov 
(307) 775-6124 
Fax: (307) 775-6203 
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The Draft EIS is available for review during normal business hours at the following locations or 
at the following website: http://www.blm.gov/wy/st/en/info/NEPA/document/hdd/transwest.html: 

 
BLM Wyoming State Office 
BLM Rawlins Field Office 
BLM Rock Springs Field Office 
BLM Little Snake Field Office 
BLM White River Field Office 
BLM Grand Junction Office 
BLM Cedar City Field Office 
BLM Fillmore Field Office 
BLM Moab Field Office 

BLM Price Field Office 
BLM Richfield Field Office 
BLM St. George Field Office 
BLM Vernal Field Office 
BLM Egan Field Office 
BLM Caliente Field Office 
BLM Las Vegas Field Office 
USFS Dixie National Forest 

 
Before including your address, phone number, email address, or other personal identifying 
information in your comment, be aware that your entire comment – including your personal 
identifying information – may be made publicly available.  While you may ask us to withhold 
your personal identifying information from public release, we cannot guarantee that we will be 
able to do so.  BLM and Western will not consider anonymous comments.  Comments, including 
names and street addresses of respondents (unless otherwise withheld), will be available for 
public review at the BLM Wyoming State Office from 7:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, excluding federal holidays.  Comments may be published as part of the NEPA document 
and other related documents.  All submissions from organizations or businesses will be made 
available for public inspection in their entirety. 

 
Thank you for your interest and participation in this NEPA process. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Donald A. Simpson  Mark A. Gabriel 
State Director, BLM Wyoming Administrator, Western Area Power Administration 
 
 
 
 
 
Enclosures – As Stated 


