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BLM Rawlins Field Office Reclamation Monitoring 2007 

 Approximately 75 well pads, reclaimed roads and pipelines monitored in 2007 

 About 12 of these locations were on Atlantic Rim; these included everything from 

pre-disturbance data collection to monitoring Plugged and abandoned wells going 

back to 1960.  

 A monitoring report will be issued in January 2008. 

 Preliminary findings include; generally industries strong point is in production 

with a lack of needed reclamation expertise and experience, industry prefers to 

contract reclamation responsibilities, therein seems to lie the problem.  Generally 

the various phases (dirt work, soil prep, seed bed prep seeding and weed control) 

of reclamation are contracted to different contractors with little planning, 

understanding, or communication of the very different responsibilities, 

requirements and expectations of the different contractors. These disconnects, 

lead to poor reclamation practices and results. 

 Sites from 1960 -1975 generally blend seamlessly with surrounding landscapes 

with no weed issues. 

 Sites from the late 1970’s onward are not so successful.  Weeds and large 

expanses of bare ground are the predominant problem even on sites 25-30 years 

old. 

 There are recent examples, on Atlantic Rim, of reclamation showing encouraging 

signs of success until, poor choices, improper timing, inadequate planning and 

weeds enter the picture. 

 There are efforts underway and just getting started that are addressing  

reclamation issues.  

i. For example, we provided information from numerous academic and 

reclamation specialist from around the region at the 2007 

Industry/Government Reclamation Conference in June. 

ii. We have developed the Petroleum Association of Wyoming led South 

Central Wyoming Reclamation Council.  This council is sub-divided 

into three sub-groups; 

a.  The weeds & seeds sub-group; who concentrates with dealing 

with the vegetative and ecological components of reclamation. 

This group has created a web page of “best management practices” 

covering most issues and practices needed for successful 

reclamation in 

Wyoming.http://www.pawyo.org/best_management_practices.html 

b. The construction sub-group; who focus on best construction and 

planning practices to facilitate timely and successful reclamation.  
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c.   The data management sub-group; who leads efforts relating to data 

collection, storage, and analysis.  The meeting minutes of these 

groups will soon be listed on the PAW web page. 

  iii       There are new efforts underway from the University of Wyoming and            

 several reclamation consultants that will expand on the efforts above. 

 

Wyoming State Reclamation Policy  

 An interdisciplinary team from various BLM field offices and State office 

representatives has been working to finalize the BLM Wyoming State 

Reclamation Policy. 

 This policy applies to all surface disturbing activities.  These activities include all 

federal actions that are authorized, conducted, or funded by the BLM, that disturb 

vegetation and the mineral /soil resources on the public lands (both the surface 

and subsurface estate).   

 The tem will meet in early December to finalize the policy.  A draft version will 

be disseminated for review from all interested parties probably, some time in 

January.  A final version is expected to be presented to the director by mid spring 

with a signed final version sent out by late spring/early summer 2008. 

 The policy will address several issues relevant to Atlantic Rim including 

reclamation plan development, monitoring and reporting, reclamation success 

criteria, weeds, visual resources, hydrology, wildlife, soil conservation, slope 

stability, surface integrity, and soil contamination. 

                                                                             
 

Atlantic Rim Reclamation Working Group. 

 There is an issue with the current reclamation success criteria.  I am proposing a 

new set of criteria based on ecological site descriptions (ESD).  This process is 

based on soils and precipitation, similar to the current Rawlins proposed seed mix 

list.  It would include the use of a simple monitoring scheme to track trajectory 

and would include a reclamation “team” to review sites proposed for disturbance 

cap (interim) or bond release (final). 

 Determine at what state of development a site is released or determined successful 

at reclamation.  For example:  specific root depths, x # of years of seed 

production, species diversity and frequency, etc.  

 Determine what percent forbs, shrubs, grass, bare ground is sufficient for 

reclamation release based on a system of ESD trajectory or trend. 
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 Should fencing be required on all sites? 

 Soil sampling is vital to determining correct ecological site descriptions, should 

we standardize a simple soil identifying scheme?   

 How to identify, use and report the ESD used on a site. 

  Monitoring data base and reporting up date. 

 Should this group break into sub groups or have one group for all problems 

encountered? 

Working Group Members 

Susan Foley - BLM weeds specialist/soil Scientist 

Ben Toole - BLM Wildlife Biologist 

Janelle Wrigley - BLM Reality/Right of Way specialist 

Matt Simons - BLM Right of Way Compliance  

Laura Gianakos - Supervisory Natural Resource Specialist 

David Simons - BLM Planner 

Larry Justesen - Carbon County Weed & Pest 

Tim Morrison - Little Snake River Conservation District, Nonrenewable Natural 

Resource Coordinator   

Steve Williams - University of Wyoming, Department of Renewable Resources  

Marcell Astle - BLM Supervisory Range Conservationist  

Tim Woolley - Wyoming Game & Fish   

Steve Degenfelder - Vise President Double Eagle Petroleum 

Jeff Schweighart - Senior Reclamation Analyst, ANADARKO Petroleum Corporation 

Skip Stonesifer - BLM Reclamation Specialist (Group Lead) 

 


