




Crutcher Bench and Highland Butte Communication Tower Scoping Record 

Why Here and Now? 

Clackamas 800 Radio Group (C800) contacted the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) in 2016 

with a completed application for an easement to construct two communication towers.  C800 is 

an organization comprised of a number of public safety agencies (police and fire) including the 

following: Clackamas County Sheriff, Clackamas County Public Health, City of Canby, City of 

Gladstone, City of Lake Oswego, City of Molalla, City of Oregon City, City of Sandy, City of 

West Linn, Boring Fire District, Canby Fire District, Clackamas County Fire District #1, 

Estacada Fire District, Molalla Fire District, Sandy Fire District and Tualatin Valley Fire and 

Rescue. 

 
The proposed installation locations include: 1)  Crutcher Bench-  Township 2 South, Range 7 

East, Section 28 on Tax Lot 1700, Clackamas County (Map – Crutcher Bench).  The proposed 

location intends to improve emergency communication services in areas of Zig Zag, Welches 

and Brightwood along Highway 26; 2) Highland Butte -Township 4 South, Range 3 East, and 

Section 9 on Tax Lot 800, Clackamas County(Map – Highland Butte).  The proposed location 

intends to improve emergency communication services in the central portions of Clackamas 

County including the communities of Central Point, Carus, Upper Highland, Massinger Corner, 

Fallsview, Mulino, and Union Mills 

 

Emergency communication services in this area are currently substandard and the primary 

purpose is to expand communication services for public agencies with regard to emergency 

services and response time.  The C800 group evaluated several other locations which were found 

to be ineffective due to location to the target areas and terrain which hindered coverage. 

 

Proposed Action  

The Proposed Action is to issue a right-of-way grant that would authorize C800 to construct two 

communication towers.  The authorization would grant construction as well as operations and 

maintenance for 25 years.  

 

Physical description 

 

The freestanding lattice communication towers stand 190’ tall.  The compounds would contain 

the tower, a shelter, propane tank, and a power transformer and would be enclosed in a 6 foot 

chain link fence.  Combined, the compounds would require clearing vegetation on 0.12 acres. 

 

Access to the Crutcher Bench site would utilize an existing road servicing the BPA power lines 

with a newly graded 360’ drive to the compound.  Access to the Highland Butte Site would 

utilize an existing road (Rd.4-3E-9) to the communication site with a reroute of the initial access 

point to improve ingress and egress safety.   

 

  


