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CITY OF CASPER 
200 NORTH DAVID STREET 

CASPER, 'WYOMI.l"'IG 8260 1·1815 

PI·IO:\'E (307) 235·8224 

FA..X: (307) 235·8:i 13 

OI'FICE OF THE MAYOR www. cityofcasperwy. com 

January 18,2016 

Ms. Mary Jo Rugwcll, State Director for BLM Wyoming 
P.O. Box 1828 

Cheyenn e, Wyoming 82003 


RE: 	 Formal Protest of February 2, 2016 Oil and Gas Lease Sale of certain parcels proposed for 

annexation to the City of Casper, Wyoming 

Dear Ms. Rugwell: 

Pursuant to 43 CFR 3 120 .1 -3, the City o f Cas per is formally protesting the inclusio n of BLM Parcel 
Number WY-1602-043 and Parcel Number WY-1602-046 in the upcoming February 2, 20l6 Oi l and 

Gas Lease Sale. 

The City of Casper is antici pating receiving a pplication for the annexation of a pprox imate ly 6,500 acres 
of prop erty lo cat ed generally north of th e current City limi ts, portions o f whic h contlic t with the two 
BLM Parcels ident ified abov<!. The prope1ty is owned by Wyo ming Land Acqu isition Partner s l, LLC, 
who ha ve been working with the City fo r ove r a yea r to perform the studie s required prior to su bmittal of 
a formal appli cation for annexation. Prior to the co mmencement of an ann exation of this mass ive scale, 

there is mu ch analys is that mus t occur, such as, but not limited to, transportation studies, eme rgency 
respon se needs, drainage studies, water and sewer availab ility stud ies, util ity a nalysis, and sc hool district 

needs. Wyoming State Statute 15-1-402 pro vides a !SO-day max imum time limitation for the process ing 
of an annexa tion , beginn ing once a formal application has been submitted to the City. for th is re ason , the 

City conducts engineering and ana lysis in the preced ing months, prior to the submittal of a fo rmal 
annexation app lication. so that th ere is adequate time to process the annexation in compliance wi th State 
law. The app licant has, over the past yea r, exp e nded time and money perfo rmin g engineering and 

analys is, in preparation of their formal submi tral for an nexatio n into the City of Casper. [t is anticipated 
that formal applicatio n ror annexation of the property will occur some time in the next 2-3 months , whi ch 
starts the statutory 180-day ti me clock to co mplete the annexation. Notwithstanding a fonnal annexation 

application, the City also has a one ( 1) mi le extra-territorial jurisdiction over plats in the area pursuant to 
Wyoming State Statute 34-12-103. 
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The City understand s that if the prope rty was already incorporated within the City limits, the BLM 
parcels in question wou ld not be offered as a part of the Oil and Gas Lease Sale. Similarly, the City of 
Caspe r has a prohib ition on drillin g with in the City limits. In antic ipation of receiving a forma l reque st 
for annexation of the prope1ty encompassing Parcel Number WY-1602-043 and Parcel Number WY

1602-046, the City of Casper respectfully requests that the DLM eithe r withdraw sai d parcels from the 
February 2, 2016 Oil and Gas Lease Sale, or in the alternative, defer the sale at this time to al low the C ity 
the necessary time to proces s the annexat ion. A defe rment would afford the City t he addit iona l time 
necessary to process the annexat ion, and if somet hing were to occu r whereby the annexat ion was not 
approved , or the app licant withdrew their request, then the BLM could still proceed at a later date with the 
sa le of the Oil and Gas Leases in that area. 

We thank you for your consideration in this matter. If you need additiona l information or details, please 
feel free io contact the City Manager, V .H. McDonald, at (307)235-8224, or by e-mail at 
vhmcdonaldi(i)casnerwv.~ov. 

Daniel Sandoval 
Mayor 
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RESOLUTION N0. 16-15 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN A 
FORMAL LETTER OF PROTEST TO THE BUREAU OF L AND 
MANAGEMENT (BLM) REQUESTING THE REMOVAL OF 
CERTAIN PARCELS FROM INCLUSION fN THE FEBRUARY 
2, 2016 OIL AND GAS LEASE SALE. 

WHEREAS, Wyoming Land Acquisition Partners, l, LLC is the property owner 
of approximately 6,500 acres of land located generally north of the Casper City limits; and, 

WHEREAS, Wyoming Land Acquisition Partners, l, LLC desires to annex said 
property to the City of Casper; and, 

WHEREAS, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is conducting an Oil and 
Gas Lease Sale on February 2, 2016, portions of which conflict with the 6,500-aere area 
proposed for annexation; and, 

WHEREAS, Wyoming Land Acquisition Partners, I. LLC has been working with 
the City over the last year to perform the studies required prior to the fonnal submit1al of an 
application for annexation; and, 

WHEREAS, Wyoming Land Acquisition Partners, I, LLC has expended time and 
money in perfonning the necessary analysis for annexation to the City of Casper,; and, 

\VHEREAS. Wyoming Land Acquisition Partners, I. LLC has asked the C ity of 
Casper to file a formal protest with the BLM requesting that two (2) parcels involved in the Oil 
and Gas Lease Sale be withdrawn from the sale to prevent drilli ng activities on the property on 
whi ch they wish to develop as a part of the City of Casper; and, 

WHEREAS, the deadline to file a formal protest with the BLM requesting the 
withdrawal of parcels from the Oil and Gas Lease Sale is Tuesday, January l91

h, 20 16. at 4:00 
PM; and. 

W HEREAS, the City desires to accommodate the request of Wyoming Land 
Acquisition Partners, I , LLC to fi le a fonnal protest requesting the BLM to withdraw two (2) 
parcels from the Oil and Gas Lease Sale. 

NOW. THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVER.i'\lfNG BODY OF 
THE CITY OF CASPER, WYO:V1ING: That the Mayor is hereby authorized, and directed 10 

si&,TJ1 a formal letter of protest requesting the withdra\val of rn.:o (2) parcels, WY-1602-043 and 
WY-1602-046. from the february 2, 2016 Oil and Gas Lease Sale. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That Ciry staff is authorized to submit the signed 
letter of protest to the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). 
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PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 1£/J@ay oflhz . , 2016. 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

CITY OF CASPER, WYOfvHNG 
ATTEST: A Murucipal Corporation 

Tracey L. Belser Daniel Sandoval 
City Clerk Mayor 


