
Film Permit to Global Photo Associates, Inc.: 2016-0042-CX 

Categorical Exclusion Documentation Format When Using Categorical Exclusions Not 

Established by Statute 


A. Background 

BLM Office: Tonopah Field Office Lease/Serial/Case File No: N-94805 

CX Number: DOI-BLM-NV-8020-2016-0043-CX Name of Preparer: Wendy Seley 

Proposed Action Titlerfype: Issuance of a 2920 Land Use Authorization Permit to Hounds 
LLC. 

Location of Proposed Action: T. 9 S., R 43 E., sections 9, 16-17; MDBM, Esmeralda and Nye 
Counties, Nevada. 

Description of Proposed Action: 
Hounds LLC filed a Land Use Application (2920) to film a one day shoot of the new Audi R8 
for an Audi commercial on public lands administered by the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) under the jurisdiction of the Tonopah Field Office. Filming would take place in the 
vicinity of the Bonnie Claire Playa near Death Valley. Film date is proposed for July 31, 2016. 

The shoot would consist of 1-2 vehicles on the Playa in a static position, with the possibility of 
some slow moving shots. The film crew would consist ofapproximately 15 people; no 
helicopter use. The proposed action would fall under a minimum impact 2920 land use permit in 
accordance with 43 CFR and NV-IM-2010-064. 

Confinement to existing roads and trails when in the vehicles is required. No entry into 
Wilderness or Wilderness Study Areas would be allowed. No new disturbance is required. 

Stipulations and maps for the proposed project area are attached. 

Applicant (if any): Global Photo Associates, Inc. 

8. Land Use Plan Conformance 

Land Use Plan Name: Tonopah Resource Management Plan 
Date Approved/ Amended: October 2, 1997 

__ The proposed action is in conformance with the applicable LUP because it is specifically 
provided for in the following LUP decision(s): 
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_ X_ The proposed action is in confonnance with the LUP, even though it is not specifically 

provided for, because it is clearly consistent with the following LUP decision(s) (objectives, 

tenns, and conditions): 


Lands and Rights-of-Way Objective, page 18. 

"To make lands available for community expansion and private economic development and to 

increase the potential for economic diversity." 


Page 33. "Unless the land has been dedicated to a specific use or uses, public land within the 

Tonopah Planning Area is available for consideration for linear rights-of-way for access, and for 

utility transportation and distribution purposes. Such land is also available for areal rights-of

way purposes." 


National Policy- 43 CFR 2801.2 - Rights-of-Way - Objectives (Selected Provisions), Subpart 

2801 - General Information 


"It is BLM's objective to grant rights-of-way under the regulations in this part to any qualified 
individual, business, or governmental entity and to direct and control the use ofrights-of-way on 
public lands in a manner that: 

(a). Protects the natural resources associated with public lands and adjacent lands, whether 
private or administered by a government entity." 

( d). Coordinates to the fullest extent possible, all BLM actions under the regulations in this 
part with state and local governments, interested individuals, and appropriate quasi-public 
entities." 

C. Compliance with NEPA 

The Proposed Action is categorically excluded from further documentation under the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) in accordance with 516 DM 11.9, (E). 

E. Realty. (19) "Issuance ofshort-tenn (3 years or less) rights-of-way or land use authorizations 
for such uses as storage sites, apiary sites, and construction sites where the proposal includes 
rehabilitation to restore the land to its natural or original condition." 

This categorical exclusion is appropriate in this situation because there are no extraordinary 
circumstances potentially having effects that may significantly affect the environment. The 
proposed action has been reviewed, and none of the extraordinary circumstances described in 43 
CFR 46.215 applies. However, standard stipulations included in Exhibit 8 do apply. 

1considered all pertinent ecological, social and environmental factors which may be impacted by 
the project. In addition, I have reviewed the plan confonnance statement and have determined 
that the proposed action is in confonnance with the approved land use plan. This land use pennit 
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is being granted for administrative purposes and does not authorize additional surface 
disturbance or change in management and that no further environmental analysis is required. 

D. Signatures 

Environmental Coordinator: ~ S8L. Date: 7-/IJ/Jt., 

.($i~l 


Authorizing Officia~'-S& . ::? Date: 'Z/Jl1/ J£ 

(Signature) 


Name: Timothy J. Coward 
Title: fidd Manager, Tongpah 

Coatact Penon: For additional infonnation concerning this CX review, contact Wendy Seley, 
Realty Specialist, Tonopah Field Offico, P.O. Box 911, Tonopah. NV 89049. (775) 482-7805. 

Note: A seperate decision document must be prepared for the action covered by the CX. 
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Yea NoScnalng/or Bxtrwtmllnllf"Y Citt11,,,.11nca: ff/Ill th& profecL" 
I Have si1nificam adverse efTectl on public heald1 or 11afc:ty? 

Ra11Dulr. Tllla ftlm penal1 ffllllnl I• r...1..1111ce ar • laad ate permit (1t1D), II b noi ..11r1p111a1 lut tbe 
Pnpnttl Arllo• wUI han aaydfcct, la pullllr llultb ••d •rt11• 

2 Have 1ignilican1 impacts on such nalural reaourcc11 and unique acoaraphic charac:teril11ica aa 

bisloric or cultural resources; park. recreation or reluge landl; wildemea Ol'CIIII; wild or ac:enlc 

riwni; natioral natural landmark,; 110lc or principal drinking waler aquiren; prime fannlandK; 

wetlondl (Exccullvc Order I1990): floodplaillll (Executive Order I IS>88)i notional monumcnta; 

mlptory birds; and other ecoloaically signiricanl or critical areas? 

Rallolllle: lam• lht laad use pcnml wlU ••• han at1nlDt11•1 bltpacta oo ..ta ftlOlll'ftt. 


.3 Have hi;hly controwrsial environmental effect& or involve unrcaolved connicts conccmmg 
altemalive uses ofavailable remurcea'I 

Ralluale: Tllen Is •• mDll'OYfl)' collttrlllq Utt propesetil orlloL 

4 Have highly uncertain and potentially •i&niflCIDI environmc:nlal effects or involva uruquc or 

unknown cnvironmenlal risks? 

ltatJNllr. TIie odlwlly p...,...hi lbl1CX111 ..........dlna practice on ILM aclmhlllCeral laau. TIit BLM ID 

T-Dl...aru.,_....., nuwd1•i.proJect and .._.ell ,..ra 1nDDlllplynnml..palnllllly i 
alpllea11t.11•lqme.• Dllbowo rt-. 

5 Establish a precedent for fbCUJc aclion or ICJJretleflt adecision in principle about fullarc actions 
with polenllally lipificanl environmental elfeels? 
Raflllml1: Tbo adhtttlapr.pued la Cbh CX are addra11d udaalharmd under lhl I"7TeDDpab ROD/llMP. 

11le prwplllld atlYlds omir......,N Fed..l llw lh....._, NV and ..aw 11 a nldcan lhll lypaal'llldvlty 
 t
Mllld tlllblhh I pr......or cllchlon Jor r1111n •dlan lllal .....dllaft lllftl..111 enwllldl'fflL 

6 Have a direct relation11hip to other acriona with individually insignificant bul cumulatively 

significant environmencal efl'ecta? 

Ralleul11 TIii 81M la1erdllclfllaaey 1eam rttlNed dlt ,...Jed 1od hanrparaled Projtcl Dnlp F..Caffl (PDF•) 

or .apal111ea1... ,r.. pnJNt lllalp le llllnllllllt 11111 ,-.1Wl111pMt11• fflHl'fflaupnwatolkllufl'em 

dial ...ad .......blalo lo lMCINftllltlweelfedaol11Mr pnJslll• lllellftL The ID Tta111defffilllaal daal llae 

pnJ• ...W • m.ll I••aaaidatha lllpll1eul err.t wllell added ID nlnat ,-.pracaN.ud ,....111y 

r.m..t,lt1CtlN1t.lh-. 

7 Have sitaific:mt impacla on properties listed. or eli&ible for listing. on tho National R.qllter of 

Historic Places II ddermined by either the bUlau or office? 

Ra1l1•n l..tnsCN ......penal, ...tdat llanllpltlcllllt ..,_..•• ..,,.......ellllerlllhdor.._,., 
 ~ 
l'orllld11• llleNalleul ......elHllllrle 1'111n1 (NIUIP). 

8 Have 1ipH1cant impacta on species lillcd. orproposed IO be listal, on the Lilt ofEndan,cml or 
Threaleaed Species. or hal'e tipf(n:ant impacll on daipaled Cridcal Habitat for lhele apeclea? 

(J!,
........,. Wllenappnlflflll...PDFlllll,-C.• .....a...1..,.,.... late ....... w,... •pNCact 111111111 


.,..,.... .................................. Appnipllole ..fftnad __......rtcdaaswtll ... 
..... 1111 .. awld HJ UMN ell'_.. to ~nsuned ot--,.ntli apocln er detlpllted crtdnl ..lllllat. 

9 Viola1e a Federal law, or a Scare. local, or tn'bal law or requuanent imposed for lhe protection of 

lhe environmcnl? 

Rlllelllltt Tbt propoNd acd¥lelel eonlonD 101111 TJO RMP'1 dlmffon ror •11ap111111t or publlt l1ad1 la area or 
 ~ 
J11rlsllttloa ud comply 'l'ltb applicable IIWlt ndn.ud nplatlon. 

10 Haw a disproportionately high and adverse eff'ect on low income or minoriry populations 

(Elec:utive Order 12898). 
 ~ 
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.......... ,..,......... ............................. ... ......... 

............... .................,......... 111 1..................................... 

,,,,_.,,,,, 
Alllbft.......(Bialastll) 


ClndnaMl:CDlluan. (An:lnl1111at) 


JaaMlltlna,, (NMlv8 Amcdcul ConllalDr) 


DallrlyBllmer, (RqtlmldMllllltfflllltSpcallllll) 


Jay Fllaob. (PllnmaaA l!NANbmllllll CaunllaatarJ 
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EXHIBIT B 

LAND USE PERMIT STIPULATIONS 


The following stipulations have been incorporated into the pennit in order to manage filming activities 
being conducted on public land. The Permittee shall comply with the following stipulations: 

General 

1. 	 The Pennitlec shall comply with all applicable Local, Slate and Federal Jaws and regulations. 

2. 	 The Pennittee shall indemnify and hold hannless, the United States, against any and all liability; 
direct or indirect, arising from the occupancy and use of the public land associated with the 
activities herein authorized. 

3. 	 The Pennittee shall designate a represenlalive for field operations before activities may commence. 
This person shall be the sole field representative for the Permittee's employees or contractors in 
dealing with the Authorized Officer. Said representative shall be responsible to receive and comply 
with all communications and decisions issued by the Authorized Officer. The selected 
representative shall be a Unit Production Manager or higher. 

4. 	 Unless specifically approved in writing as part of the permitted activity, all use under this permit 
shall be confined to areas ofprevious surface disturbance. 

5. 	 The Permillee is not granted exclusive usage of public land. Therefore, the Permittee must be 
cognizant of other user's needs in relation to its own uses and shall pennit free and unrestricted 
public access to and upon the public land for all lawful purposes unless otherwise authorized by the 
Authorized Officer for public safety. 

6. 	 In areas other than open areas, vehicle use shall be limited to existing roads. The Permittee shall 
not leave the road surface to turn around or to go around any obstruction on the road itself. Vehicle 
speeds are limited to 25 MPH on ALL dirt and access roads. 

7. 	 This authorization is issued subject to all valid existing rights as of the date of issuance. 

8. 	 The Permittee shall inform all employees, contractors, and subcontractors of the tenns and 
conditions of this authorization. Any officer, employee or agent of the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) may direct the Pennittee or its employees, contractors, or subcontractors to 
cease and desist all activities on public land at any time in order to protect significant public land 
resources. Activities shall resume only upon written approval by the Authorized Officer. 

9. 	 The Permittee shall remove from public land and properly dispose of any and all trash, litter, debris, 
waste, excess materials, including flagging and signs, or other substances and materials resulting 
from the use under this authorization. All trash and food items shall be promptly contained within 
closed, raven-proof containers. These shall be regularly removed from the project site to reduce the 
attractiveness of the area to ravens and other tortoise predators. All litter and garbage will removed 
to a county approved landfill. The authorized office will be provided with proof of receipts of 
disposal upon request. 
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10. 	 Many of the film locations on public land arc remote. Pcrmittcc shall be responsible for ensuring 
adequate sanitation facilities for participants is provided. These toilet facilities may be either porta
polties or molorhomes. 

11. 	 The Pennittee will provide a copy of the film in the fonn of DVD or video to the Authorized 
Officer. If still photography, the Pcnnittcc will provide either a photo or tear sheet of the photo for 
the BLM's records. Additionally, the Pennittee hereby agrees to the allow the BLM duplicate a 
segment of the DVD, video or photos for the purpose of promoting public land to the film industry 
or for internal government training. The BLM will not use the DVD, video or photos for any 
commercial purpose. 

12. 	 The Pennittec will provide film credits for movies and television shows. The credits will read as 
follows for use of public lands. 

U.S. Department of Interior 
Bureau of Land Management 
Tonopah Field Office, Battle Mountain District 

13. 	 The Pennittee shall maintain liability insurance, naming the United States Department of the 
Interior, as co-insured in the minimum amount of $1,000,000 for the full term of the permit. 

14. 	 If vehicles, equipment, materials, etc. are left on site overnight, a caretaker must be present to 
ensure the security of the property. 

15. 	 This pennit does not authorize the taking, killing, or collection of any wildlife, vegetation or soils 
or the introduction of plants or animals at any location authorized by a permit. 

16. 	 Filming operations shall be conducted in such a manner as to avoid creating safety hai.ards to other 
public land visitors and to the filming crews. 

17. 	 The Pennittee shall take adequate steps acceptable to the Authorized Officer to rehabilitate any 
surface disturbed during use under this permit, including areas previously disturbed, to a condition 
comparable to their condition prior to the permitted activity. (Examples: smoothing of berms or 
disturbed soil to natural contour; removal of vehicle ruts; replacement of fences or gates, etc.) 

18. 	 Commercial filming activities involving pyrotechnic or explosive devices must be specifically 
authorized by the BLM on the permit. 

19. 	 The Pennittec must be in physical possession of this permit to constitute a valid authorization. 
These documents must be presented to any Federal, state or local law enforcement officer 
requesting their possession. 

20. 	 The Permittee is fully responsible for obtaining any permits or approvals required by state, local, or 
other Federal agencies. (Examples: county use permits, fire permits, county air quality permits, 
etc.) 

21. 	 The Permittee shall place signs and other warning devices as deemed necessary by the authorized 
officer to warn of the action taking place. 
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Cultural Resources 

1. 	 Any cultural and/or paleontological resources (historic or prehistoric site or object) discovered by 
the Holder or any person working on the Holder's behalf, on public or Federal land shall be 
immediately reported to the Authorized Officer, Field Manager-BLM, Tonopah Field Station. The 
Pcnnittec shall suspend all operations in the immediate area ofsuch discovery until written 
authorization to proceed is issued by the Authorized Officer. An evaluation of the discovery will be 
made by the Authorized Officer lo determine the appropriate actions lo follow lo prevent the loss of 
significant cultural or scientific values. The Perrnittee will be responsible for the cost of the 
evaluation. Any decision as to proper mitigation measures to be taken will be made by the 
Authorized Officer after consultation wilh the Pcrmittcc. 

2. 	 Collection or disturbance ofartifacts and other archaeological, historical, and paleontological 
materials by the Permittee, its representatives or employees, shall not be allowed. Offenders shall be 
subject to prosecution under the appropriate State and Federal laws. 

Wildlife 

1. 	 Except when absolutely required by the project and as explicitly slated in the project permit, cross
country vehicle use by employees is prohibited during work and non-work hours. Ifcross-country 
travel is required, the area immediately in front of the vehicle shall be cleared by the authorized 
biologist to ensure that no tortoises are present. 

2. 	 Except on county-maintained roads, vehicle speeds shall not exceed 25 miles per hour through 
desert tortoise habitat. 

3. 	 Workers shall inspect for tortoises under a vehicle prior to moving it. If a tortoise is present, the 
worker shall contact the biologist. Under supervision of the biologist, the vehicle may be moved 
only when necessary and when the tortoise would not be injured or harassed by moving the vehicle. 
Alternatively, the vehicle shall remain stationary until the tortoise moves out from under the vehicle. 

4. 	 No dogs shall be allowed at a work site in desert tortoise habitat, unless on leash. 

5. 	 All trash and food items shall be promptly contained within closed, raven-proof containers. These 
shall be regularly removed from the project site to reduce the attractiveness of the area lo ravens and 
other tortoise predators. 

Water Quality 

l. 	 No dumping of water, sewage, trash, oil or any other petroleum products is allowed in the area. All 
wastes must be transported out of the area. 
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Fire Management 

1. 	 Smoking shall be allowed only in designated areas on public land. These areas shall be clearly 
marked and supplied with proper smoking disposal equipment. Any violation of this stipulation may 
result in the temporary suspension of the permit until such time that the proponent conducts a safety 
meeting with BLM fire fighters in attendance. Continuous violations of this stipulation will result in 
the termination of the permit. 

Failure to comply with any terms or conditions of this permit may result in the immediate 
suspension or termination of the permit and may result in civil or criminal charges, as appropriate. 

Signature of Authorized Company Representative 	 Date 
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