NEPA COMPLIANCE RECORD FOR CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION (CX)
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Office:  Carlsbad Field Office (CFO)
DOI-BLM-NM-P020-2016-1378-CX (ePlanning#)
[bookmark: _GoBack]IT4RM-P020-2016-1264-CX
Devon Energy Production Company, L.P.
Three Four-Inch Buried Polyethylene Flowlines
Cotton Draw 32 State Fed Com #2-H, #3-H & #4-H to #1-H Battery
Serial Number:  NM-133199
	

PROPOSED ACTION:

On or about July 30, 2014, Devon Energy Production Company, L.P. (“Devon” or “Proponent”), submitted an SF-299 (Application for Transportation and Utility Systems on Public Lands) to the BLM, Carlsbad Field Office (CFO), requesting permission to bury three four-inch polyethylene flowlines under a right-of-way authorization on federal lands (in the same right-of-way trench).  The project will be a total of  2,941.13 linear feet and 30 feet wide; travel 0.557 miles; and disturb 2.026 acres, more or less.  See Figures 1 through 3.  

More specifically, the pipelines would begin in the Northeast quarter of the Southeast quarter of Section 32, Township 24 South, Range 32, connecting to the Cotton Draw 32 State Fed Com #1-H battery (north side); travel west approximately 245.17 linear feet; turn south at an approximate ninety-degree angle and travel approximately 389.94 feet; turn west at an approximate ninety-degree angle and travel approximately 2,162.91 feet across the Northwest quarter of the Southeast quarter and the Northeast quarter of the Southwest quarter; turn north at an approximate ninety-degree angle and travel approximately 143.11 feet to connect to the Cotton Draw 32 State Fed Com #2-H, #3-H and #4-H in the Northeast quarter of the Southwest quarter of Section 32.  

During construction, the right-of-way will be bladed.  Devon will clear the surface in preparation for trenching and the vegetative brush will be windrowed or piled for use during reclamation.  A trench approximately 48 inches deep will be dug where possible and covered with approximately 44 inches of cover.  Proponent will use heavy equipment for trenching and utilize a temporary work space of 20 additional feet, ten feet on each side of the 30-foot right of way.  Once the trench is dug, the pipes will be lowered into place and buried.  Proponent will use existing roads and well locations for access and connections.  During trenching Proponent will create a safe and level workspace.  Construction activity and ground disturbance will be limited to approved, staked areas.  Whenever possible, grading will be limited to help preserve vegetation, reduce/limit erosion and improve reclamation success.  Construction would begin shortly if/after this right-of-way is granted and take between one and two weeks.  The term of the right-of-way requested is 30 years for use every day, year round.  Volume transported will be dependent upon well production.  Once the pipelines are buried, Proponent will be expected to re-seed the surface with seed mixture #2 for sandy soils and monitor re-growth of the vegetation.  


	The proposed project is located in Lea County, New Mexico and the extension is described as follows:



T. 24 S., R. 32 E., NMPM
   sec. 32:  S½SE¼, NE¼SW¼.

Authority for this action is Section 28 of the Mineral Leasing Act of 1920, as amended (30 U.S.C. 185).
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Figure 1.	Design plat for Devon’s proposed buried pipelines.
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Figure 2.	Topo map showing Devon’s proposed buried pipelines.
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Figure 3.	Center line survey of Devon’s proposed buried pipelines.  


Part I:		PLAN CONFORMANCE REVIEW

	This proposed action is subject to the Carlsbad Resource Area Resource Management Plan/Final Environmental Impact Statement (RMP/FEIS, BLM February 1986) and the Carlsbad Resource Area Resource Management Plan Amendment/Final Environmental Impact Statement (RMPA/FEIS, BLM January 1997), which were approved as the Final RMP and RMPA for the BLM-CFO by the Record of Decisions (ROD) signed September 30, 1988 and October 10, 1997, respectively.  The proposed action has been reviewed and determined to be consistent with these plans (43 CFR 1610.5).

The Carlsbad Field Office utilizes a resource conflict map that was prepared by an interdisciplinary team showing areas of concern.  These areas of concern include:  special management areas (SMAs); threatened & endangered (T & E) habitat; known locations of T & E species; areas with other special status species; wildlife habitat projects; riparian/wetland areas; 100-year floodplains; and others.  The conflict map is reviewed and the author of the National Environmental Policy Act document signs off on the projects outside the areas of concern.  Projects that occur within the areas of concern depicted on the map are reviewed and signed off only by the resource specialists with expertise for that area.



Reviewed by:     René Wahl, Realty Specialist, CFO                                            Date: _______________
	


PART II:	CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION REVIEW

This CX tiers to NM-135457 (DOI-BLM-NM-P020-2016-0671, approved on February 4, 2016).  Therefore, this CX qualifies for an environmental assessment exemption, CX-AP-4-12, “Grants of rights-of-way wholly within the boundaries of other compatibly developed rights of way.”  Likewise, this CX qualifies for one of the five categorical exclusions set forth in the Energy Policy Act for activities whose purpose is for exploration or development of oil or gas:  #1 – “Individual surface disturbances of less than five acres so long as the total surface disturbance on the lease is not greater than 150 acres and site-specific analysis in a document prepared pursuant to the NEPA has been previously completed” (ATS-16-338 (DOI-BLM-NM-P020-2016-0631, approved on February 10, 2016).  

Furthermore:

This proposed action also qualifies as a categorical exclusion under 516 DM 11, CX-AP-5-0.0, “No extraordinary circumstances.” 

	Yes
	No
	Exception

	
	x
	Have significant adverse effects on public health and safety.

	 
	x
	Have adverse effects on such unique geographic characteristics as historic or cultural resources, park, recreation, or refuge lands, wilderness areas, wild or scenic rivers, sole or principle drinking water aquifers, prime farmlands, wetlands, floodplains, or ecologically significant or critical areas, including those listed on the Department's National Register of Natural Landmarks.

	 
	x
	Have highly controversial environmental effects.

	 
	x
	Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects or involve unique or unknown environmental risks.

	 
	x
	Establish a precedent for future actions or represent a decision in principle about future actions with potentially significant environmental effects.

	 
	x
	Be directly related to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively significant environmental effects.

	 
	x
	Have adverse effects on properties listed or eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.

	 
	x
	Have adverse effects on species listed or proposed to be listed on the List of Endangered or Threatened Species, or have adverse effects on designated critical habitat for these species.

	 
	x
	Require compliance with Executive Order 11988 (Floodplain Management), Executive Order 11990 (Protection of Wetlands), or the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act.

	 
	x
	Threaten to violate a Federal, State, Local Government or Tribal law or requirement imposed for the protection of the environment.

	 
	x
	Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal lands by Indian religious practitioners or significantly adversely affect the physical integrity of such sacred sites (Executive Order 13007).

	 
	x
	Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious weeds, or non-native invasive species known to occur in the area or actions that may promote the introduction, growth, or expansion of the range of such species (Federal Noxious Weed Control Act and Executive Order 13112).


Remarks:	The proposed buried pipeline project is located in the RMPA IPA lesser prairie-chicken timing range.

Archaeologist:				Hila Nelson			Date:	___________________

Soil Conservationist (Range):		Steve Daly			Date:	___________________

Reviewed by:				René Wahl			Date:	___________________

PART III:	DECISION

Based on the review documented above, I conclude that this proposal conforms to the applicable land use planning document(s) and that this NEPA analysis fully covers the proposed action.  Likewise, this analysis constitutes BLM’s compliance with the requirements of NEPA and no further environmental analysis is required for this proposed action.  It is my decision to implement the proposed action, as described, with the following stipulations/mitigation measures applied:

Stipulations/Mitigation Measures

1.	Standard buried pipeline stipulations;
2.	Lesser prairie chicken timing stipulations with Candidate Conservation Agreement language; and
3.	Seed mix #2 for re-seeding sandy type soils.


Authorized Officer:



_________________________________			________________________________
George MacDonell						Date
Carlsbad Field Office Manager
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Figure 4:	GIS map showing NM-133199 is within the corridor of NM-135457 and ATS-16-338 (Cotton Draw 32 State Fed Com #2-H, #3-H and #4-H, NE¼SW¼, Section 32).
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