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PART I: Proposed Activity and Justification/Need: 

The Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) proposes to continue the National 

Resources Inventory (NRI) on lands administered by the Bureau of Land Management 

(BLM). Under the proposed action, the NRCS would dig soil pits approximately 20 

inches deep and 12 inches across at one location in the Central Coast Field Office: 

Panache Hills South Wilderness Study Area CA-040-301 B (no grazing Allotment). 


The ·National Resources Inventory (NRI) is a vital component of the continuous 

inventory process. Since 2003, rangeland data are being collected onsite in 20 states, 

including California, using rangeland protocols established and researched by the 

NRCS, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Agricultural Research 

Service, and the United States Department of the Interior (USDI) BLM. The NRI 

provides a comprehensive, nationally consistent source of data for researchers in many 

fields. Informed and valid decisions are best made when based upon scientifically 

derived data and the NRI has been developed to supply this type of information. 


The NRI program serves as the Federal Government's principle source of information 

on natural resources in the United States. The NRI provides a nationally consistent 

database that allows for resources assessment. Analyses of the NRI database are 

useful for public policy considerations because the database: 


• has a high degree of reliability, 
• looks at the natural resources over a period of time, and 
• permits analyses at National, regional, and local levels. 

Proponent of Activity: Cheryl R. Feit, Soil Conservationist; USDA-Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, Madera, CA 93637 (559-674-4628 x117). 

PART II: PLAN CONFORMANCE REVIEW 
The proposed action has been reviewed for applicability and is in conformance with the 
following land use plan(s): Hollister Resource Management Plan Record of Decision for 
the Southern Diablo Mountain Range and Central Coast of California, 2007 

PART Ill: NEPA REVIEW 
Categorical Exclusion Authority 
This proposed action qualifies as a categorical exclusion under 516 DM 6, Appendix 5, 
Section 5.4; J. Other (6) A single trip in a one month period for data collection or 
observation sites. 
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