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What is a master leasing plan?
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) prepares resource management plans (RMPs) that include oil and gas planning decisions for the land the agency administers. These decisions include recognizing certain land use categories: closed to leasing, open to leasing, and open to leasing with major or moderate constraints (i.e., lease stipulations). A master leasing plan (MLP) is a stepped-down leasing analysis that gives the BLM an opportunity to analyze in greater detail the impacts of leasing and development in areas where there are likely resource conflicts. MLPs are required in areas with sensitive resources, such as the San Rafael Desert, where mostly unleased and undeveloped lands have been proposed for oil and gas leasing and development. An MLP serves as a road map to guide the orderly development of oil and gas resources, while also providing protections for other important resources. 
Where is the San Rafael Desert MLP planning area located?
The MLP planning area is located in Emery and Wayne Counties and encompasses approximately 525,000 acres of public land.  The majority of the planning area is south of Interstate 70 and east of Highway 24. The eastern boundary of the MLP planning area is generally the Green River. A small portion of the MLP area is located north of Interstate 70, west of the city of Green River, Utah, and east of the San Rafael Swell. U.S. Highway 6 bisects this part of the planning area. 
What is the purpose of the San Rafael Desert MLP?
The purpose of the San Rafael Desert MLP is to provide additional planning and analysis for considering new oil and gas leasing within the MLP area. The MLP analysis and resulting mineral leasing decisions will enable the Price and Richfield Field Offices to (1) resolve long-standing lease protests related to parcels of land for which the BLM received lease offers subject to protest but for which the BLM has not issued leases in the planning area; (2) determine whether the BLM should cancel, modify, or lift the suspensions on suspended leases in the planning area; (3) evaluate potential development scenarios; (4) identify and address potential resource conflicts and environmental impacts from oil and gas development; (5) create mitigation strategies for oil and gas development; and (6) consider a range of new conditions, including prohibiting surface occupancy or closing certain areas to leasing. 
What decisions will be made in the San Rafael Desert MLP?
The decisions will be limited to oil and gas leasing decisions within the planning area.  These decisions may include amendments to the existing leasing decisions in the BLM Price and Richfield RMPs.  
What federal, state, local, and tribal governmental partners is the BLM coordinating with in preparing the San Rafael Desert MLP?
The BLM has requested the participation of the State of Utah, Wayne County, Emery County, the National Park Service, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as cooperating agencies in the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process.
What preliminary issues have been identified by the BLM?
Preliminary issues identified by the BLM that will be addressed in the San Rafael Desert MLP are air quality, climate change, cultural resources, night skies, paleontological resources, recreation, riparian resources, socioeconomics, soil and water resources, special status species, vegetation, visual resources, wildlife and fisheries, and wilderness characteristics.
What is the purpose of public scoping?
The purpose of the public scoping period is to enable anyone interested in the project to suggest issues that should be addressed as the BLM works with stakeholders to develop the San Rafael Desert MLP. 
How can I submit comments to the BLM?
The BLM will accept written comments by U.S. Postal Service or email. Commenters should reference “San Rafael Desert MLP.”
U.S. Postal Service address: 
BLM Price Field Office
125 South 600 West
Price, UT 84501
Email address: 
BLM_UT_PR_MAIL@blm.gov
What additional opportunities will the public have to participate in the MLP process?
During the MLP process there will be several opportunities for public involvement. First, the BLM will make preliminary resource management alternatives available for public review in advance of issuing the draft RMP amendment and environmental assessment. Second, there will be a public comment period on the draft RMP amendments and environmental assessment. Finally, the public will have the opportunity to submit protests on the proposed RMP amendments and environmental assessment. 
When is the estimated completion date for this project?
The estimated completion date for San Rafael Desert MLP is November 2017. 
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