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A. Background 
 
BLM Office:  Bishop Field Office, 351 Pacu Lane, Suite 100, Bishop, CA  93514 
 
Lease/Serial/Case File Number:  CACA 056707 
 
NEPA Document Number:  DOI-BLM-CA-C070-2016-0018-CX 
 
Applicant:  Teton Gravity Research, LLC 
 
Project Title:  Filming at Happy Boulders and Lower Rock Creek Trail (Film Permit CACA 
056707) 
 
Project Location:  Happy Boulders and Lower Rock Creek Trail (Legal Land Description: T. 6 
S., R. 32 E., N ¼ Section 22 and T. 5 S., R. 31 E., W ½ Section 20 and NW ¼ Section 29; Mount 
Diablo Base & Meridian); Bishop Resource Management Plan, Benton and Owens Valley 
Management Areas; Inyo County, California. 
 
Project Description and Rationale, Including any Stipulations: 
 
The proposed action is to issue a five-day motion photography film permit (CACA 056707) to 
Teton Gravity Research, LLC to film a local athlete and her coach while they are climbing in the 
Happy Boulders and bike riding on the Lower Rock Creek Trail in Inyo County, California. 
Filming would take place on public lands at the Happy Boulders, located on the Volcanic 
Tablelands and on the Lower Rock Creek Trail, located just above Paradise Camp. Filming 
would take place between May 16 and May 20, 2016 and last approximately 4 hours per location 
depending on weather conditions. There would be 10 crew members including the film subject, a 
local athlete, and her coach. The crew would be supported by 4 vehicles and an equipment van. 
No props would be required. No animals would be on location. All crew setup and filming would 
occur within previously disturbed areas. Standard film permit stipulations would be attached to 
the permit. 
  



 
 

B. Land Use Plan Conformance 
 
The proposed action is subject to the Bishop Resource Management Plan (RMP), approved 
March 25, 1993 (USDI BLM, 1993), as amended. The proposed action has been reviewed and 
found to conform to the Bishop RMP, as amended, because it is clearly consistent with the terms 
and conditions of the applicable land use plan as defined at 43 CFR 1601.0-5(b and c) and as 
required by 43 CFR 1610.5-3(a). 
 
The proposed action would occur in the Benton Management Area (Happy Boulders) and the 
Owens Valley Management Area (Lower Rock Creek Trail). While the proposed action is not 
specifically provided for in the Bishop RMP, it is clearly consistent with the following RMP 
guidance: 
 
 “Management will be on the basis of multiple use and sustained yield” per Section 102(a)(7) 

of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA), as amended (Bishop 
RMP General Policies, No. 1, pg. 8). 

 
Title III, Section 302(b) of the FLPMA provides that: “In managing the public lands, the 
Secretary shall, subject to this Act and other applicable law and under such terms and conditions 
as are consistent with such law, regulate, through easements, permits, leases, licenses, published 
rules, or other instruments as the Secretary deems appropriate, the use, occupancy, and 
development of the public lands …” Permits as cited under Section 302(b) are considered to be 
an application of the “multiple use” concept found within the FLPMA. The BLM can authorize 
permits, including temporary use permits (TUPs) such as the minimum impact film permit 
proposed herein, under the FLPMA and the 43 CFR 2920 regulations. 
 
In addition, the proposed action does not violate any policies, decisions, or other terms or 
conditions prescribed by the Bishop RMP, as amended. 
 
C. Compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
 
This action is categorically excluded from further documentation under the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) in accordance with 516 DM 11.9 E (19): Issuance of short-
term (3 years or less) rights-of-way or land use authorizations [TUPs/Film Permits] for such uses 
as storage sites, apiary sites, and construction sites where the proposal includes rehabilitation to 
restore the land to its natural or original condition. 
 
This categorical exclusion is appropriate for this action because there are no extraordinary 
circumstances potentially having effects that may significantly affect the environment. The 
proposed action has been reviewed, and none of the extraordinary circumstances described in 43 
CFR 46.215 apply (see attached Review of Extraordinary Circumstances). 
 
In addition, the proposed action would occur in previously disturbed areas, would result in 
minimal surface disturbance, and would require no rehabilitation. 
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Based on the information provided in this categorical exclusion documentation, other 
information incorporated by reference, and recommendations from staff; I find that there is no 
potential for significant impacts associated with this proposed action and that no further analysis 
pursuant to the NEPA is required. 
 
D. Signature 
 
/s/ Steven Nelson      05/05/2016  
__________________     ______________ 
Steven Nelson       Date 
Bishop Field Manager 
 
E. Contact Person 
 
Dione Perkins 
Surface Reclamation & Compliance Technician 
Bureau of Land Management, Bishop Field Office 
351 Pacu Lane; Suite 100 
Bishop, CA  93514 
(760) 872-5056 
DLPerkins@blm.gov 
 
F. Decision Record and Administrative Remedies 
 
A separate Decision Record for the proposed action will be issued based on this Categorical 
Exclusion Documentation and the attached Review of Extraordinary Circumstances. This 
Decision Record will include a description of administrative remedies that may be available to 
those who believe they will be adversely affected by a decision to implement this proposed 
action. 
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