NEPA COMPLIANCE RECORD

Categorical Exclusion (CX)
ot/
%
Bureau of Land Management
Safford Field Office

Safford, AZ

I. PROJECT INFORMATION

NEPA #: DOI-BLM-AZ-G010-2016-0020-CX Serial/Case File No.: AZA25181

Title: Guthrie Peak Communication Site Access Road

Proposed Action/Type: Renewal of existing road right-of-way

Proposed Action {Who, What, When, Where, How):

Southwest Transmission Cooperative submitted an application on February 15, 2012 for the renewal of their right-
of-way for the access road to the Guthrie Peak Communication Site on Guthrie Peak, Arizona in Greenlee County.
The proposed action would be renewed for a period of 30 years. There is no change in use and no new
construction. The location of the access road is:

Gila and Salt River Meridian, Greenlee County, Az,
T.6S., R.30E., sec. 24, SWY, EXINWY, EXSWY;
sec. 31, fot 1, WYiNEY, SEXNEY, NEXNWX%, EXSEX;
sec, 32, SVASWX, SWXSEX;
T.75., R.30E., sec. 5, lots 2,3,4,

Start of Road: End of Road:
Latitude: 32.858956 32.886884
Longitude: -109.293914 -109.313934

& Map Attached

Applicant (if any): Southwest Transmission Cooperative

Applicable CX:
516 DM 11.9, E (9): Renewals and assignments of leases, permits, or right-of-ways where no additional rights are
conveyed beyond those granted by the original authorizations.

Il. PLAN CONFORMANCE REVIEW
This proposed action is subject to the following land use plan:
e  Safford District Resource Management Plan {RMP} and Record of Decision approved September 1992 and
July 1994, According to page 22 of the RMP, "Rights-of-way, leases and permits will be considered on a case-

by-case basis, in accordance with the decisions of this Resource Management Plan."

The proposed action has been reviewed and determined to be in conformance with this plan [43 CFR 1610.5, BLM M5
1601.04{C}{2)].
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lll. RESOURCE PROGRAM CONSULTATION & COORDINATION
il (A). CX Applicability/ Exception Review

CX NEPA Compliance Record
Southwest Transmission Coop. Guthrie Access Road

Date Internal Scoping Initlated: 'i' It l o

Date Internal Scoping Closed:

'-(!2.5[“,

Applies?

NAME

Yes No

EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCE (EXCEPTION)

SIGNATURE®*

DATE

*Signature indicates that | have reviewed the project to determine the applicabllity of an extroordinary circumstance

It any of the following extraordinary circumstances are applicable to the action being considered, either an EA or EIS must be
prepared for the action. Brackets [#] refers to corresponding BLM NEPA Handbook H-1790-1 Appendix 5 Categorical Exclusions:
Extraordingry Circumstances (per 516 DM 2, Appendix 2.)
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(1) Have significant impacts on public health or safety. [2.1]
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{2) Have significant effects on such unigue geographic characteristics as
prime farmlands; sole or principal drinking water aguifers; wetlands
{Executive Order 11990); or floodplains (Executive Order 11988). [2.2]
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(3) Have significant effects on such natural resources and unique
geographic characteristics as park, recreation or refuge lands; national
natural landmarks; national monuments; wilderness areas; wild ar scenic
rivers; or ecologically significant or critical areas. [2.2]
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(4) Have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing, on
the National Register of Historic Places [2.7], or on such unique
geographic characteristics as historic or cultural resources. [2.2] Violate a
Federal faw, or a State, local, or tribal law or requirement imposed for
the protection of the environment. [2.9] Limit access to and ceremonial
use of Indian sacred sites on Federal lands by Indian religious
practitioners or significantly adversely affect the physical integrity of such
sacred sites {Executive Order 13007). [2.11]
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(5) Have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed,
on the List of Endangered or Threatened Species, or have significant
effects on designated Critical Habitat for these species. [2.8] Have
significant impacts on migratory birds. [2.2]
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{6) Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of
noxious weeds or non-native invasive species known to occur in the area
or actions that may promote the intraduction, growth, or expansion of
the range of such species {Federal Noxious Weed Control Act and
Executive Order 13112). [2.12]
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(7) Have highly contraversial environmental effects or invalve
unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses of available resources /
[42 USC 4332(2(E)). [2.3]
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Hi (B). Critical Resources Review

Affected,
but less
. Comments
Critical Resource Specialist L Signature Date
Significant
Yes No Yes No P
1. NRKP/Cultural D. McGrew V V Li)&//)/n// t//;) 3///
J. Conn/ _ (= A a
2. TES Species M. M / / s LM(V
3. Floodplains/Wetlands | A. Underwood v~ e ‘AQ‘-"T'? W S/
4. Invasive Species 1. Martin \/ / Sm f/ l//b
Comments/Attachments:

IV. FINAL REVIEW

This proposed action qualifies as a categorical exclusion under the Environmental Palicy Act in accordance with 516
DM 11.9, E (9): Renewals and assignments of leases, permits, or right-of-ways where no additional rights are
conveyed beyond those granted by the original authorizations.

This categorical exclusion is appropriate in this situation because there are no extraordinary circumstances
potentially having effects that may significantly affect the environment. It has been reviewed to determine if any of
the exceptions described in 516 DM 2, Appendix 2, apply.

The action does not have significant adverse effects on public health and safety nor does the action adversely affect
such unique geographic characteristics as historic or cultural resources, parks, recreation, or refuge lands, wilderness
areas, wild or scenic rivers, sole or principal drinking water aquifers, prime farmlands, wetlands, floodplains, or
ecologically significant or critical areas, including those listed on the Department’s National Register of Natural
Landmarks. The action does not have highly controversial environmental effects nor have highly uncertain
environmental effects or involve unique or unknown environmental risk nor does it adversely affect a species listed
or proposed to be listed on the list of endangered or threatened species. It does not establish a precedent for future
action or represent a decision in principle about a future consideration with significant environmental effects or
related to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively significant environmental effects. The
proposed action does not adversely affect properties listed or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic
Places or threaten to violate a Federal, State, local or tribal law or requirements imposed for the protection of the
environment or which require compliance with Executive Order 11988 {Floodplain Management), Executive Order
11950 {Protection of Wetlands) or the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act.

Mitigation Measures:

No mitigation measures identified or required for this action.
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Standard Realty Stipulations:

1.

10.

This grant is issued subject to the holder’s compliance with all applicable regulations contained in Title 43
Code of Federal Regulations part 2800.

Any archaeological or historical artifacts or remains, or vertebrate fossils discovered during construction,
maintenance and use shall be left intact and undisturbed; all work in the area shali stop immediately and
the Authorized Officer shall be notified immediately. Commencement of operations shall be allowed upon
clearance by the Authorized Officer.

An additional cultural and paleontological resource survey may be required in the event that the project
location Is changed or additional surface disturbing operations are added to the project after the initial
survey. Any such survey would have to be completed prior to commencement of operations.

If in connection with operations under this authorization, any human remains, funerary objects, sacred
objects of cultural patrimony as defined in the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act
(P.L. 101-601; Stat. 3048, U.S.C. 3001) are discovered, the permittee shall stop operations in the immediate
area of the discovery, protect the remains and objects, and immediately notify the Authorized Officer of the
discovery. The permittee shall continue to protect the immediate area of the discovery until notified by the
Authorized Officer that operations may resume.

The proponent and any contractors will need to thoroughly power wash and remove all vegetative
material and soll before transporting equipment to the construction site to minimize the threat of
spreading noxious and invasive weeds. This includes trucks, trailers, and all other machinery. The
contractor, inconcert with the BLM, would be responsible for weed control on disturbed areas within
the limits of the right-of-way or construction site. The proponent and contractor would be responsible
for consuitation with the Authorized Officer and local authorities for implementing acceptable weed
treatment methods. Any use of chemical treatments would abide by ail safety and application guidelines
as listed on the product label and Material Data Safety Sheet {MSDS5). Any rectamation efforts requiring
seeding would need to be done with certified, weed-free native seed. Contact BLM for approved sources
of native seed, certified testing and mixtures, All herbicidal treatments must comply with: Record of
Decision, Vegetation Treatments Using Herbicides on BLM lands in 17 Western States, EIS, 2007,
Herbicide Active Ingredients Approved for Use and Vegetation Treatments Using Aminapyralid,
Fluroxypyr, and Rimsulfuron on BLM lands in 17 Western States, EIS, DOI-BLM-WO-W02100-2012-0002-
EIS.

Upon grant termination by the authorized officer, all improvements shall be removed from the public lands
within 180 days, or otherwise disposed of as provided by the authorized officer.

Failure of the holder to comply with applicable law or any provision of this right-of-way grant shall constitute
grounds for suspension or termination thereof.

All operations shall be performed in a good and workmanlike manner so as to ensure protection of the
environment and the heaith and safety of the public,

All activities directly or indirectly associated with construction, operation and maintenance shall be conducted
within the limits of the approved right-of-way. This right-of-way does not allow for any surface disturbing
activities outside the right-of-way area.

The holder(s) shall comply with all applicable Federal laws and regulations existing or hereafter enacted or
promulgated. in any event, the holder(s) shall comply with the Toxic Substances Control Act of 1976, as
amended (15 U.5.C. 2601, et.seq.) with regard to any toxic substances that are used, generated by or stored
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Southwest Transmission Coop. Guthrie Access Road

on the right-of-way or on facilities authorized under this right-of-way grant. (See 40 CFR, Part 702-79% and
espedially, provisions on polychlortnated biphenyls, 40 CFR 761.1-761.193.) Additionally, any release of
toxic substances {leaks, spiils, etc.) in excess of the reportable quantity established by 40 CFR, Part 117 shall
be reported as required by the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act of
1980, Section 102b. A copy of any report required or requested by any Federal agency or State government
as a result of a reportable release or spill of any toxic substances shall be furnished to the authorized
officer concurrent with the filing of the reports to the involved Federal agency or State government.

11. The hoider shall notify the Authorized Officer prior to commencement of emergency maintenance outside the
right-of-way to discuss repair and construction activities.

12, No construction or routine maintenance activities shall be performed during pertods when the soll is too
wet to adequately support construction equipment. If such equipment creates ruts in excess of 4 inches
deep, the soil shall be deemed too wet to adequately support construction equipment.

13. The holder must amend the right-of-way grant at any time additional land, equipment, and/or new uses are
proposed which are beyand the scope of the existing authorization. This includes significant
maintenance such as upgrades, and/or canstruction of new roads.

14. At least 60 days prior to termination of the right-of-way, the holder shall contact the Authorized Officer to
arrange a joint inspection of the right-of-way. This inspection will be held to agree to an acceptable
termination (and rehabilitation) plan. This plan shall include, but is not limited to, removal of facilities,
drainage structures, or surface material, recontouring, top soiling, or seeding. The Autharized Officer must
approve the plan in writing prior to the holder's commencement of any termination activities.

15. The holder shall notify the Authorized Officer of any address change that occurs during the term of the right-
of-way,

16. Any changes to the authorization require prior written approval from the Authorized Officer.

NEPA Coordinator: %W ﬂ/’m/VS pate: 575/, ¢

%s%gkﬁt ield Manager: Q_@bﬂ,‘;@iu %@ﬁ%‘ Date: 5) {j} I I(‘:’

V. DECISION

| have reviewed this plan conformance and NEPA compliance record and have determined that the proposed action
does not conflict with major land use plans and will not have any significant impacts on environmental resources.
Therefore, it does not represent an exception, and is categorically excluded from further environmental review. It is
my decision to implement the project, as describe h the incorporation of the mitigation measures specified in

Section IV above.
W e T

Authorized Official:

f;oott €. Cooke
Field Manager
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