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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

SALEM DISTRICT - MARYS PEAK RESOURCE AREA 

Categorical Exclusion Review 

 

A. Background 
 

BLM Office: Marys Peak Resource Area       Lease/Serial/Case File No: N/A 

 

Categorical Exclusion Number:  DOI-BLM-ORWA-S050-2016-0006-CX    Date:  4/7/2016     

 

Proposed Action Title/Type:  Mineral Disposal from the Lindsey Ridge #2 Community Pit 

 

Location of Proposed Action:  T. 7 S., R. 9 W., Section 17, W.M., in Lincoln County, Oregon. 

  

Land Use Allocation(s):  Late-Successional Reserves (LSR) 

 

Description of Proposed Action:   
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is proposing to dispose of mineral materials (i.e., 

gravel) from the Lindsey Ridge #2 community pit. This pit is located on a portion of the BLM-

owned and controlled 7-10-24 road. This road is currently open to public use; access is not gated 

or otherwise restricted.  

 

Pit operations will be limited to the existing developed footprint. Mineral materials removed 

from the pit will be not be stockpiled on BLM land; each permittee will be responsible for 

hauling and stockpiling. Excavation of mineral materials will be authorized; equipment includes, 

but is not limited to, excavators, dozers, and crushers. Front-end loaders and dump trucks may be 

used to facilitate haul. No drilling or blasting will be authorized at this time. 

 

Operations are not expected to appreciably affect recreation use of the area, though an increase in 

heavy truck traffic would be expected during active operations. Operations will generally be 

allowed year-round. 

 

This authorization covers operations for three years. Future pit development would be subject to 

review of compliance under NEPA. 

 

The next page contains a location map of the project area. 
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B. Land Use Plan Conformance 
 

The proposed action is in conformance with the 1995 Salem District Resource Management Plan 

(RMP p. 52), which directs the following: 
 

 Continue to use rock from existing quarries for construction and maintenance of timber 

sale access roads and other purposes. 

 Consider mineral material permits on a case-by-case basis. Issue them at the discretion 

of the area manager. 

 

The proposed action is further consistent with the: 

 

 Record of Decision for Amendments to Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management 

Planning Documents Within the Range of the Northern Spotted Owl and Standard and 

Guidelines for Management of Habitat for Late-Successional and Old-Growth Forest 

Related Species Within the Range of the Northern Spotted Owl, dated April, 1994; 

 Record of Decision and Standards and Guidelines for Amendment to the Survey & 

Manage, Protection Buffer, and other Mitigation Measures Standards and Guidelines as 

amended (S&M ROD, January 2001); 

 

C. Compliance with NEPA 

 

The Proposed Action is categorically excluded from further documentation under the National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) in accordance with 516 DM 11.9 (F) (10), which allows for: 

“Disposal of mineral materials, such as sand, stone, gravel, pumice, pumicite, cinders, and clay, 

in amounts not exceeding 50,000 cubic yards or disturbing more than 5 acres, except in riparian 

areas.” The action described in this document is consistent with this category, because the action 

consists of selling less than 50,000 cubic yards of gravel from an existing community pit than is 

less than 5 acres in size. 

 

Table 1. Categorical Exclusions: Extraordinary Circumstances Review 

 

Will the Proposed Action documented in this Categorical Exclusion Yes No 

2.1/ Have significant impacts on public health or safety?  No 

 

Rationale: This action will not have significant impacts on public health and safety. All 

proposed activities will follow established rules concerning health and safety.   

  

2.2/  Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic 

characteristics as: historic or cultural resources, park, recreation or refuge lands, wilderness 

areas, wild or scenic rivers, national natural landmarks, sole or principal drinking water 

aquifers, prime farmlands, wetlands, floodplains, national monuments, migratory birds, 

other ecologically significant or critical areas? 

 No 

 

Rationale:  The project will not have significant impacts on the aforementioned features 

or resources. No unique geographical characteristics are within the project area or 

affected by this project.  
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Will the Proposed Action documented in this Categorical Exclusion Yes No 

2.3/ Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved conflicts 

concerning alternative uses of available resources [NEPA section 102(2) (E)]? 
 No 

 

Rationale:  There are no highly controversial environmental effects or unresolved 

conflicts associated with the action. Mineral disposal from existing quarries is a common 

BLM action. 

  

2.4/ Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects or involve 

unique or unknown environmental risks? 
 No 

 

Rationale:  Environmental impacts would be negligible. Experience from this type of 

action has shown no highly uncertain, potentially significant, unique, or unknown 

environmental risks. 

  

2.5/ Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in principle about future 

actions with potentially significant environmental effects? 
 No 

 

Rationale:  This action is allowed for in the existing land use plan; authorization will not 

set a precedent or decision for future action.  

  

2.6/ Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant but 

cumulatively significant environmental effects? 
 No 

 

Rationale:  Impacts from this action are expected to be negligible and would not 

contribute to potentially significant impacts now or in the reasonably foreseeable future. 

  

2.7/ Have significant impacts on properties listed or eligible for listing, on the National 

Register of Historic Places as determined by either the bureau or office? 
 No 

 

Rationale:  This action will not have any impacts on the aforementioned resources, 

because none are within the project area. 

  

2.8/ Have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, on the List of 

Endangered or Threatened Species, or have significant impacts on designated Critical 

Habitat for these species? 

 No 

 

Rationale:   
Fish and Wildlife:  The Quarry and road are within a high ambient noise environment. 

No blasting will be authorized by this action. No threatened or endangered (T&E) species 

or their critical habitat will be affected by this action. 

Botany/Fungi:  The implementation of this project will not have any effect on T&E or 

bureau special status botanical or fungal species, because none occur within or adjacent 

the project area. In addition, there is no suitable habitat within the managed rock pit for 

these species.  

  

2.9/ Violate a Federal law, or a State, local, or tribal law or requirement imposed for the 

protection of the environment? 
 No 

 

Rationale:  Operations will follow all known Federal, State, local, Tribal laws, or 

requirements imposed for the protection of the environment. 

  

2.10/ Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on low income or minority 

populations (Executive Order 12898)? 
 No 
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Will the Proposed Action documented in this Categorical Exclusion Yes No 

Rationale:  The action is not anticipated to have disproportionately high or adverse 

human health or environmental effects on minority populations and low-income 

populations. 

2.11/ Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal lands by Indian 

religious practitioners or significantly adversely affect the physical integrity of such sacred 

sites (Executive Order 13007)? 

 No 

 

Rationale:  The action will not limit access or adversely affect the physical integrity of 

ceremonial or sacred Indian sties on Federal lands. 

  

2.12/ Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious weeds or 

non-native invasive species known to occur in the area or actions that may promote the 

introduction, growth, or expansion of the range of such species (Federal Noxious Weed 

Control Act and Executive Order 13112)? 

 No 

 

Rationale: The Marys Peak Resource Area has an Integrated Management Plan in place 

for the control of noxious weeds. All noxious weeds known from the project area are 

common and widespread throughout all of western Oregon. Any new infestation(s) of 

these common weed species on BLM lands will be evaluated and eradicated as funding 

allows. The risk rating for any adverse impacts from the spread of noxious weeds through 

the implementation of this project is low. 

  

 

This categorical exclusion is appropriate in this situation because there are no extraordinary 

circumstances potentially having effects that may significantly affect the environment. The 

proposed action has been reviewed, and none of the extraordinary circumstances described in 

516 DM2 (see Table 1, above) apply. 

 

Project Design Features (Stipulations for the Permittee): 
 

 Each permittee will provide the BLM with an operation plan (“pit plan”) and a reclamation 

plan; plans will be approved by the Authorized Officer prior to commencement of operations. 

 

 Operations will not interfere with ongoing BLM projects in the area (currently, the Thin 

Lindsey Timber Sale). 

 

 Operations that affect the integrity and use of the access road to the upper pit will not be 

allowed; this road will remain open and operational for the next entry. 

 

 Cultural Resources: Archeological, paleontological, and historical values including, but not 

limited to, petroglyphs, ruins, historic structures, fossilized bones, and artifacts shall not be 

damaged, destroyed, removed, or disturbed. Any hidden cultural or paleontological values 

uncovered through authorized operations shall be left in place, and the Marys Peak Field 

Manager and District Cultural Resources Staff be notified to identify and collect specimens. 
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D. Specialist Review and Signature 

 

Name Resource Initial 

Ron Exeter Botany  RE 

Fred Greatorex Cultural Resources FG 

Douglass Fitting Hydrology and Soils DWF 

Stefanie Larew NEPA Compliance SL 

Debra Drake Recreation Planner DLD 

Scott Hopkins Wildlife DSH 

 

 

 

Authorized Official:  /s/ Paul Tigan       Date:   4/7/2016  

Name:  Paul Tigan    

Title:   Marys Peak Field Manager  

 

 

Contact Person: For additional information concerning this CX review contact Paul Tigan, 

Field Manager, Salem District Office Bureau of Land Management, 1717 Fabry Rd. SE Salem, 

Oregon at (503) 315-5968. 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

SALEM DISTRICT, MARYS PEAK RESOURCE AREA 
 

Decision Record 

 

Based on the attached Categorical Exclusion Documentation DOI-BLM-ORWA-S050-2016-

0006-CX, I have determined that the proposed action, mineral disposal at the Lindsey Ridge #2 

community pit, involves no significant impacts to the human environment and requires no further 

environmental analysis. 

 

It is my decision to implement the proposed action as described in the attached Categorical 

Exclusion. 

 

Administrative Remedy: Notice of the decision to be made on the action described in this 

categorical exclusion will be posted on the BLM ePlanning website. The action is subject to 

appeal to the Interior Board of Land Appeals under 43 CFR Part 4. A notice of appeal and/or 

request for stay electronically transmitted (e.g., email, facsimile, or social media) will not be 

accepted. A notice of appeal and/or request for stay must be on paper. 

 

Contact Person: For additional information concerning this CX review, contact Paul Tigan, Field 

Manager, Salem District Office Bureau of Land Management, 1717 Fabry Rd. SE Salem, 

Oregon at (503) 315-5968. 

 

 

 

Authorized Official: /s/ Paul Tigan        Date:  4/7/2016  

 Paul Tigan   

 Marys Peak Field Manager  

 

 

 


