NEPA COMPLIANCE RECORD FOR CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION (CX)
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Office: Carlsbad Field Office (CFO)

DOI-BLM-NM-P020-2016-0062-CX
ConocoPhillips Company
Serial Number:  NM-135143
Proposed Action:
ConocoPhillips Company is proposing to maintain a permanent resource road to the 
Central Tank Battery Facility #1 (CBT #1) that is located within War Hammer 25 Fed  Com Lease; the proposed access road is 5,622.41 feet in length by 30 feet in width for 3.87 acres (1.06 miles).  
The proposed action is located in Lea County, New Mexico.
T. 26 S., R. 32 E., NMPM


   sec. 25: NE¼NE¼,S½NE¼, W½
Authority for this action is Title V of Federal Land Policy and Management   Act of Oct. 21, 1976.   
PART I:  PLAN CONFORMANCE REVIEW.

This proposed action is subject to the Carlsbad Resource Area Resource Management Plan/Final Environmental Impact Statement (RMP/FEIS, BLM February 1986) and the Carlsbad Resource Area Resource Management Plan Amendment/Final Environmental Impact Statement (RMPA/FEIS, BLM January 1997), which were approved as the Final RMP and RMPA for the BLM-CFO by the Record of Decisions (ROD) signed September 30, 1988 and October 10, 1997, respectively. The proposed action has been reviewed and determined to be consistent with these plans (43 CFR 1610.5).

The Carlsbad Field Office utilizes a resource conflict map that was prepared by an interdisciplinary team showing areas of concern.  These areas of concern include special management areas (SMA), threatened & endangered (T&E) habitat, known locations of T&E species, areas with other special status species, wildlife habitat projects, riparian/wetland areas, 100-year floodplains, etc.  The conflict map is reviewed and the author of the EA signs off the projects outside the areas of concern.  The projects that occur in the areas of concern depicted on the map are reviewed and signed off only by the resource specialist with the expertise for that area.
Reviewed by:




Date: 3/11/16


Brittany Chavez
PART II:  CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION REVIEW
This proposed action qualifies as a categorical exclusion under 516 DM 11, E (12) that states, “Grants of rights-of-way wholly within the boundaries of other compatibly developed rights-of-way”.
The proposed action has been reviewed against the following exceptions to individual categorical exclusions (516 DM 2, Appendix 2).

Yes
No
Exception

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have significant impact on public health or safety.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic characteristics as historic or cultural resources; park, recreation, or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural landmarks; sole or principle drinking water aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands (Executive Order 11990); floodplains (Executive Order 11988); national monuments; migratory birds; and other ecologically significant or critical areas.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses of available resources [NEPA Section 102(2)(E)].

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects or

involve unique or unknown environmental risks.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in principle about future actions with potentially significant environmental effects.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Be a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively significant environmental effects.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing, on the National Register of Historic Places as determined by either the bureau or office.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, on the 
List of Endangered or Threatened Species, or have significant impacts on designated critical habitat for these species.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Violate a Federal law, or a State, local or tribal law or requirement imposed for the protection of the environment.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on low income or minority populations (Executive Order 12898).

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal lands by Indian religious practitioners or significantly adversely affect the physical integrity of such sacred sites (Executive Order 13007).

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious weeds or nonnative invasive species known to occur in the area or actions that may promote the introduction, growth, or expansion of the range of such species (Federal Noxious Weed Control Act and Executive Order 13112).

Remarks: No new surface disturbance.
Archaeologist:

             


Date: 

Reviewed by:




            Date: 


Brittany Chavez
PART III:  DECISION

Based on the review documented above, I conclude that this proposal conforms to the applicable land use planning document(s) and that this NEPA documentation fully covers the proposed action and constitutes BLM’s compliance with the requirements of NEPA and that no further environmental analysis is required.  It is my decision to implement the proposed action, as described, with the following stipulations/mitigation measures to be applied.
Authority for this action is Title V of Federal Land Policy and Management   Act of Oct. 21, 1976.
Stipulations/Mitigations:

· Standard Stipulations for Access Road
· Special Stipulations for Lesser Prairie Chicken
Authorized Official:

___________________________________  
Date   _________________

George MacDonell
Carlsbad Field Office Manager

