
EXHIBIT A
BLM Serial Number: NM-134338
Company Reference: War Hammer 25 Fed Com Lease
STANDARD STIPULATIONS FOR PERMANENT RESOURCE ROADS


CARLSBAD FIELD OFFICE, BLM

A copy of the grant and attachments, including stipulations and map, will be on location during construction.  BLM personnel may request to view a copy of your permit during construction to ensure compliance with all stipulations.

The holder/grantee/permittee shall hereafter be identified as the holder in these stipulations.  The Authorized Officer is the person who approves the Application for Permit to Drill (APD) and/or Right-of-Way (ROW).

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

A.   The holder shall indemnify the United States against any liability for damage to life or property arising from the occupancy or use of public lands under this grant.

B.   The holder shall comply with all applicable Federal laws and regulations existing or hereafter enacted or promulgated.  In any event, the holder shall comply with the Toxic Substances Control Act of 1976, as amended (15 U.S.C. 2601, et. seq.) with regard to any toxic substances that are used, generated by or stored on the right-of-way or on facilities authorized by this grant.  (See 40 CFR, Part 702-799 and especially, provisions on polychlorinated biphenyls, 40 CFR 761.1-761.193.)  Additionally, any release of toxic substances (leaks, spills, etc.) in excess of the reportable quantity established by 40 CFR, Part 117 shall be reported as required by the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act, Section 102b.  A copy of any report required or requested by any Federal agency or State government as a result of a reportable release or spill of any toxic substances shall be furnished to the Authorized Officer concurrent with the filing of the reports to the involved Federal agency or State government.

C.   The holder agrees to indemnify the United States against any liability arising from the release of any hazardous substance or hazardous waste (as these terms are defined in the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act of 1980, 42 U.S.C. 9601, et. seq. or the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, 42 U.S.C. 6901, et. seq.) on the right-of-way (unless the release or threatened release is wholly unrelated to the right-of-way holder's activity on the right-of-way).  This agreement applies without regard to whether a release is caused by the holder, its agent, or unrelated third parties.

D.   If, during any phase of the construction, operation, maintenance, or termination of the road, any oil or other pollutant should be discharged, impacting Federal lands, the control and total removal, disposal, and cleaning up of such oil of other pollutant, wherever found, shall be the responsibility of the holder, regardless of fault.  Upon failure of the holder to control, dispose of, or clean up such discharge on or affecting Federal lands, or to repair all damages to Federal lands resulting therefrom, the Authorized Officer may take such

measures as deemed necessary to control and cleanup the discharge and restore the area, including, where appropriate, the aquatic environment and fish and wildlife habitats, at the
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full expense of the holder.  Such action by the Authorized Officer shall not relieve the holder of any liability or responsibility.

E.
The holder shall minimize disturbance to existing fences and other improvements on public domain surface.  The holder is required to promptly repair improvements to at least

their former state.  Functional use of these improvements will be maintained at all times.  The holder will make a documented good-faith effort to contact the owner of any improvements prior to disturbing them.  When necessary to pass through a fence line, the fence shall be braced on both sides of the passageway prior to cutting of the fence.

Holder agrees to comply with the following stipulations:

1.
ROAD WIDTH AND GRADE

The road will have a driving surface of 14 feet (all roads shall have a minimum driving surface of 12 feet, unless local conditions dictate a different width).  The maximum grade is 10% unless the box below is checked.  Maximum width of surface disturbance from construction will be 20 feet.

 ___
/__/  Those segments of road where grade is in excess of 10% for more than 300

      feet shall be designed by a professional engineer.

2.
CROWNING AND DITCHING

Crowning with materials on site and ditching on one side of the road on the uphill side will be required.  The road cross-section will conform to the cross section diagrams in Figure 1.  If conditions dictate, ditching may be required for both sides of the road; if local conditions permit, a flat-bladed road may be considered (if these conditions exist, check the appropriate box below).  The crown shall have a grade of approximately 2% (i.e., 1" crown on a 12' wide road).

 __
/__/  Ditching will be required on both sides of the roadway as shown on the

      attached map or as staked in the field.

 __
/__/  Flat-blading is authorized on segment(s) delineated on the attached map.

3.
DRAINAGE

Drainage control shall be ensured over the entire road through the use of borrow ditches, outsloping, insloping, natural rolling topography, lead-off (turnout) ditches, culverts, and/or drainage dips.

A.  
All lead-off ditches shall be graded to drain water with a 1 percent minimum to 3 percent maximum ditch slope.  The spacing interval for lead-off ditches shall be determined according to the following table, but may be amended depending upon existing soil types and centerline road slope (in %):
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    SPACING INTERVAL FOR TURNOUT DITCHES

Percent slope     Spacing interval

  0% -  4%

   400' - 150'

  4% -  6%

   250' - 125'

  6% -  8%

   200' - 100'

  8% - 10%

   150' -  75'


A typical lead-off ditch has a minimum depth of 1 foot below and a berm 6 inches above natural ground level.  The berm will be on the down-slope side of the lead-off ditch.  The ditch end will tie into vegetation whenever possible.

For this road the spacing interval for lead-off ditches shall be at

 __​​​_
/__/  400 foot intervals.

 ___

/__/  ____ foot intervals.

 ___

/__/  locations staked in the field as per spacing intervals above.

 ___

/__/  locations delineated on the attached map.

B.  Culvert pipes shall be used for cross drains where drainage dips or low water crossings are not feasible.  The minimum culvert diameter must be 18 inches.  Any culvert pipe installed shall be of sufficient diameter to pass the anticipated flow of water.  Culvert location and required diameter are shown on the attached map (Further details can be obtained from the Roswell District Office or the appropriate Resource Area Office).

C.  On road slopes exceeding 2%, drainage dips shall drain water into an adjacent lead-off ditch.  Drainage dip location and spacing shall be determined by the formula:

spacing interval = _______400'__________ + 100'

    road slope in %

Example:  4% slope:  spacing interval = 400 + 100 = 200 feet

       4

4.
TURNOUTS

Unless otherwise approved by the Authorized Officer, vehicle turnouts will be required.  Turnouts will be located at 2000-foot intervals, or the turnouts will be intervisible, whichever is less.  Turnouts will conform to the following diagram:



__________________________________________________________________

- - - - - - - - - - - - - CENTER LINE OF ROADWAY - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

_________  ___  __  ___  __  ___  __  ___  __  ___  __  ___  __  ___  ________
         








         
   │           _____​_____TURNOUT - 10' WIDE_________  
   │
   │---25'---│---------------50----------------│---25'---│

STANDARD TURNOUT - PLAN VIEW
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5.
SURFACING

   Surfacing of the road or those portions identified on the attached map may, at the direction of the Authorized Officer, be required, if necessary, to maintain traffic within the right-of-way with caliche, gravel, or other surfacing material which shall be approved by the


Authorized Officer.  When surfacing is required, surfacing materials will be compacted to a minimum thickness of six inches with caliche material.  The width of surfacing shall be no less than the driving surface.  Prior to using any mineral materials from an existing or proposed Federal source, authorization must be obtained from the Authorized Officer.

6.
CATTLEGUARDS

Where used, all cattleguard grids and foundation designs and construction shall meet the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) Load Rating H-20, although AASHTO U-80 rated grids shall be required where heavy loads (exceeding H-20 loading), are anticipated (See BLM standard drawings for cattleguards).  Cattleguard grid length shall not be less than 8 feet and width of not less than 14 feet.  A wire gate (16-foot minimum width) will be provided on one side of the cattleguard unless requested otherwise by the surface user.

7.
MAINTENANCE

The holder shall maintain the road in a safe, usable condition.  A maintenance program shall include, but not be limited to blading, ditching, culvert installation, culvert cleaning, drainage installation, cattleguard maintenance, and surfacing.

8.
PUBLIC ACCESS

Public access along this road will not be restricted by the holder without specific written approval being granted by the Authorized Officer.  Gates or cattleguards on public lands will not be locked or closed to public use unless closure is specifically determined to be necessary and is authorized in writing by the Authorized Officer.

9.
CULTURAL RESOURCES

Any cultural and/or paleontological resource (historic or prehistoric site or object) discovered by the holder, or any person working on the holder's behalf, on public or Federal land shall be immediately reported to the authorized officer.  The holder shall suspend all operations in the immediate area of such discovery until written authorization to proceed is issued by the authorized officer.  An evaluation of the discovery will be made by the authorized officer to determine appropriate actions to prevent the loss of significant cultural or scientific values.  The holder will be responsible for the cost of evaluation and any decision as to the proper mitigation measures will be made by the authorized officer after consulting with the holder.

10.
NOXIOUS WEEDS

The area will be kept free of the following plant species:  Malta starthistle, African rue, Scotch thistle, and saltcedar.
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Special Stipulations:

The project is identified as habitat for the lesser prairie chicken; therefore, all construction activities will be restricted between the hours of 3:00 am and 9:00 am for the period of March 1 through June 15.  “No construction will occur from 3:00 AM to 9:00 AM.”
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