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Proposed Action: The BLM Henry Mountains Field Station has received six separate Special Recreation Permit (SRP) applications and two amendment requests to current SRPs. Each application was received from different organizations and each has their own proposed operating plan. The organizations are: National Outdoor Leadership School; Blauch Co, LLC: Aspect Adventure; ATW Tours, Inc; Hondoo Rivers and Trails; Fremont River Guides; Moab Canyon Tours; Wyoming Catholic College; and Legacy Outdoor Adventures.  If approved, each organization would be issued an SRP, or their current SRP would be amended, and authorized to conduct its proposed activities. 

The National Outdoor Leadership School (NOLS), based in Lander, Wyoming, has operated in the Dirty Devil/Robbers Roost area for many years. The permit they are currently operating under was issued in 2006 and will expire in October of this year. They desire to continue to operate similar to the way they have been operating in the past, and have requested another multi-year SRP. They propose to operate up to six student groups in the spring and six student groups in the fall. Additionally, they propose to run an occasional NOLS Professional course (no more than one per year). Group size is limited to a maximum of twelve individuals total. Maximum trip length would be thirty days. Although some time is spent above the canyon rims (during re-rations and walking from the top of one canyon to the other) the groups would spend the majority of their time in the canyons. Operating in the Dirty Devil/Robbers Roost area would require NOLS to submit detailed pre-trip itineraries. Each itinerary would be reviewed and authorized on a case-by-case basis. The purpose of their trips is to provide high quality educational expeditions with a focus on risk management, leave no trace skills, and environmental ethics. If approved, NOLS would operate beginning fall of 2016 through December 2027.

Blauch Co, LLC: Aspect Adventure (Aspect), based in Salt Lake City, Utah, is proposing to run two seven day corporate outdoor adventure events in Trachyte, Maidenwater, and Trail Canyons. The trips would run in October 2016. The trips would consist of a group size of 15-35 clients. Each trip would likely be 3-4 days in length with a maximum length of 7 days. A base camp would be set up near Woodruff Hole where the clients would gather and camp. Each day the clients would either stay at camp and participate in team-building exercises and view presentations; or they would participate in hiking, climbing, and rappelling in the canyons mentioned. The basecamp would be fully self-supported; they would carry out their trash, and use porta-potties that would be brought in for the event. Aspect seeks to provide camps and activities for retreats, team-building, experiential education, and adventure events for corporate groups, reunions, and other groups wanting a fully custom wilderness experience. If approved, the applicants would be given authorization to operate October 2016, however, it’s expected they may re-apply for a multi-year SRP. Therefore, if approved, this proposed action includes issuing them a multi-year SRP (up to ten) for their activities.

ATW Tours, based in Denver, Colorado, is proposing to provide guided hiking and jeep tours in the Robbers Roost area. Specifically, they are proposing to offer guided hikes in High Spur, Bluejohn Canyon, and the Dirty Devil River. Guided jeep tours would occur on designated routes. They propose to operate from April 2016 through October 2016. Transportation would occur in 15 passenger vans, with group sizes from 3-13. Groups hiking into the canyons mentioned above would be subject to the maximum group size of twelve. The trips would be day trips only, no camping would occur on RFO BLM lands. The groups are typically from Europe and South America. They tour the greater southwest of the United States with ATW tours for 2-3 weeks. This would be an optional stop for some of their groups for no more than one day. Operating in the Dirty Devil/Robbers Roost area would require ATW tours to submit detailed pre-trip itineraries if they hike the canyons. Each itinerary would be reviewed and authorized on a case-by-case basis. If approved, the applicants would be given authorization to operate from April 2016 through October 2016, however, it’s expected they may re-apply for a multi-year SRP. Therefore, if approved, this proposed action includes issuing them a multi-year SRP (up to ten) for their activities.

Hondoo Rivers and Trails (Hondoo), based in Torrey, Utah, has operated in the Henry Mountains Field Station and upper Wayne County area for many years. The permit they are currently operating under was issued in 2006 and will expire in December of this year. They desire to continue to operate similar to the way they have been operating in the past, and have requested another multi-year SRP. Hondoo proposes to offer guided hiking, vehicle, and horseback tours. Their season of operation would run from early spring through late fall of each year. They propose to operate in the Henry Mountains, Cathedral Valley, Caineville Wash, Sulfur Creek, Burpee Dinosaur Quarry when tours are occurring, and the Burr Trail areas. All vehicle use would stay on designated routes. Regardless of travel type, group size would not exceed 12 people. If camping on public land during multi-day trips, the camp would be fully self-contained and would pack in and pack out all camping supplies, equipment, and garbage. If authorized, Hondoo would operate beginning spring 2017 through December 2027.

Fremont River Guides, based in Torrey, Utah, has operated under an SRP in the past, but has not done so for several years. They recently submitted a new SRP application to offer guided vehicle tours and provide hiking and mountain bike shuttles in the Henry Mountains, Cathedral Valley, Factory Butte, Notom, Hartnet, and Caineville Wash areas. All trips would be day trips, to and from the town of Torrey. Group size would range from 1-15. Vehicle use would stay on designated routes. In addition to tours, Fremont River guides also seeks authorization to offer guided hunting trips for upland birds and predators. Guided hunting trips would occur in the Henry Mountains area. If approved, Fremont River Guides would be given authorization to operate from April 2016 through December 2016, however, it’s expected they may re-apply for a multi-year SRP. Therefore, if approved, this proposed action includes issuing them a multi-year SRP (up to ten) for their activities. 

Moab Canyon Tours, based in Moab, Utah, is a new SRP applicant and is proposing to offer guided canyoneering trips. They are proposing to operate in the following canyons: Larry, Bluejohn, Not Mindbender, Maybe Mindbender, and Alcatraz. Bluejohn Canyon drains into Horseshoe Canyon while the others are drainages of the Dirty Devil River. They propose to begin offering trips in the spring of 2016, each trip not exceeding a group size of 12. Trips would primarily be day trips from Moab. There is a possibility of camping overnight at or near the trailhead either before or after the day of canyoneering. If approved, Moab Canyon Tours would be issued an SRP to operate from Spring 2016 through December 2016. It is expected that they may re-apply for a multi-year SRP. Therefore, if approved, this proposed action includes issuing them a multi-year SRP (up to ten) for their activities.

Each new SRP applicant would adhere to Leave No Trace principles. They would be required to operate according to national, statewide, and site specific stipulations. 

Wyoming Catholic College, based in Lander, Wyoming, has been operating under an SRP for several years. They are currently authorized to bring four groups of students to the area each year. While here, they hike and canyoneer through Hog Canyon and the Irish Canyons complex. They camp in North Wash during their trips, which are typically four days. They are self-contained and pack in all their gear, and pack out all their trash. Wyoming Catholic College is seeking to amend their SRP. They are requesting to increase the number of trips they are authorized from four to six per year, and trip length from four to six days maximum. Their current permit expires November 30, 2018. If authorized, this would the only change to their SRP. 

Legacy Outdoor Adventures (Legacy), based on Loa, Utah, has been operating under an SRP for several years. They are currently authorized to provide therapeutic outdoor programs and adventures for young adults and youth. They typically have 2-3 groups out at any given time, with a group size of ten or less. The groups are regularly very spread out; they authorized to operate in the Price Field Office as well, generally from I-70 south to the south end of the Henry Mountains. Additionally, they are authorized to operate on Forest, State and Private lands in the surrounding area.  The groups typically camp out and hike for several weeks at a time. Legacy is seeking to expand their operating area. They are seeking to operate in additional areas south and east of Hanksville in the Burr Point, Cedar Point, Poison Spring, and Irish Canyons area. As a wilderness therapeutic program, they actively seek to maintain their solitude from other members of the public. Therefore, they are not proposing to camp in the Irish Canyons or other areas of regular public use, but may potentially camp  in places around Burr and Cedar Points and Poison Spring Canyon. Their current permit expires August 31, 2021. If authorized, this would the only change to their SRP. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]All SRP stipulations would still apply to these two amendment requests; including those associated with group size, itinerary requirements, and leave no trace principles. All other components of their travel plan would be in effect. They currently have authorization to operate; therefore, if approved, the amendment to their SRP would be immediate and apply until the expiration of their SRP.
