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NOTICE OF FIELD MANAGER'S PROPOSED DECISION

Dear Mitch and Jennifer Roen:

Introduction

This decision addresses the grazing preference on the Four Mile Road (4987) grazing allotment.
It serves as a decision record for the transfer of grazing preference on the Four Mile Road (4987)
grazing allotment following Categorical Exclusion DOI-BLM-MT-AO10-2016-0010-CX.

The Billings Field Office (BIFO) staffhas conducted an interdisciplinary (ID) team review of the
preference transfer on the Four Mile Road (4987) grazing allotment to ensure thatnone of the 12
extraordinary circumstances would occur (DOI-BLM-MT-A010-2016-0010-CX). TheID team
review found that none of the extraordinary circumstances would occur.

Background

Recently, Mitch andJennifer Roen purchased the base property for the FourMile Road (4987)
grazing allotment. Since that time they have applied for the grazing preference with no changes.
The transfer was reviewed to ensure that none of the 12 extra ordinary circumstances would
occur in Categorical Exclusion (DOI-BLM-MT-AO10-2016-0010-CX). TheCX found thatnone
of the 12 circumstances would occur.

Comnliance/Conformance

Transfer of grazing preference complies with the following federal lawsandRegulations:

Taylor Grazing Act (TGA) of 1934, as amended;
Federal Land Policy Management Act (FLPMA) of 1976;
Public Rangeland ImprovementAct of 1978.

The grazing permit/lease conforms to the following Bureau of Land Management (BLM) land
use plan:

2015 BillingsResource Management Plan and Rocky Mountain Record of Decision approved
September 2015. Specifically, the proposed action is in conformance with Management Decision MD
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LG-20 which permits livestockgrazingon 387,057ofpublic land within the BillingsField Office,and
MD LG-2Sy which maintains current available AUMs (up to 54,873).

Proposed Grazing Decision

My Proposed Decision is to transfer 9 active and zero suspended Animal Unit Months of
GrazingPreference in the Four Mile Road.(4987) grazingallotment to Mitch and JenniferRoen
as a result of the grazing preference applications. The decision is based on the Categorical
Exclusion(CX) documenting that none of the 12 extraordinary circumstances would occur from
the Proposed Action. This CX was signed on April 27, 2016 (DOI-BLM-MT-AO10-2016-0010-
CX).

Public Involvement

The Billings FieldOffice postscurrentNEPA documents on the E-planning web pagefollowing
internal scoping. The proposed action posted on March 8,2016. No public commentswere
received.

Rationale for Decision

A Categorical Exclusion (DOI-BLM-MT-AO10-2016-0010-CX) was conducted to ensure that
the proposed actionwould not result in anyof the 12extraordinary circumstances occurring.
The CX determined that none of these circumstances would occur. Therefore, the grazing
preference will transfer. I have determined that the transfer of grazing preference is in
conformance with the Billings Resource Management Plan and Rocky Mountain Record of
Decision (signed September 2015).

AUTHORITY

Theauthority for thisdecision is contained in Title 43 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR),
which includes:

4100.0-8, Land Use Plans.
4130.2, Grazing Permits or Leases.
4130.3, Terms and Conditions.
4130.3-1, Mandatory Terms and Conditions.
4130.3-2, Other Terms and Conditions.
4130.3-3, Modification of Permits or Leases.
4130.7, Ownership and Identification of Livestock.
4130.8, Fees.
4160.1, Proposed Decisions.
4160.2, Protests.
4160.3, Final Decisions.
4160.4, Appeals.
4180.2, Standards and Guidelines for Grazing Administration.

RIGHT OF PROTEST AND APPEAL

Inorder toprotest a proposed grazing decision, you must beaninterested public asdefined by
the grazing regulations. An interested public isdefined asanindividual, group ororganization
thathassubmitted a written request to theauthorized officer to be provided an opportunity to be
involved in the decision making process for themanagement of livestock grazing on specific
grazing allotments orhas submitted written comments to the authorized officer regarding the



management of livestock grazing on a specific allotment. Protests may be made in accordance
with Sec. 43 CFR 4160.1, in person or in writing to Jim Sparks - Field Manager, Billings Field
Office, 5001 Southgate Drive, Billings, Montana59101 within 15 days after receiptof such
decision. The protest, if filed, should clearly and concisely state the reason(s) as to why the
proposed decision is in error. In accordance with43 CFR4160.3(a), the absence of a protest, the
proposed decisionwill becomethe final decision of the authorized officer withoutfurther notice
unless otherwise provided in the proposed decision.

In accordance with 43 CFR 4160.3(b),upon a timely filing of a protest, after a review ofprotests
received and other information pertinentto the case, the authorized officer shall issuea final
decision.

Any applicant, permittee, lessee or other person whose interest is adversely affected bythe final
decision may file an appeal (inwritins) in accordance with43 CFR4.470 and43 CFR4160.4.
The appeal mustbe filed within 30 days following receipt of the final decision or within 30 days
after the date the proposed decision becomes final. The appeal may be accompanied bya
petition for a stay of the decision inaccordance with 43 CFR 4.471 pending final determination
onappeal. The appeal, or the appeal and petition for stay, must be in writing and delivered in
person, viatheUnited States Postal Service mail system, or other common carrier, to theBillings
Field Office as noted above. The BLM does not accept appeals by facsimile or email.
The appeal andpetition for a staymust be filed in theoffice of theauthorized officer, as noted
above. The person/party mustalso serve a copy of theappeal on the Office oftheSolicitor,
Billings Field Office, 2021 4'̂ Ave North Suite 112, Billings, Montana 59101 and all person(s)
named in this decision.

The appeal shall state the reasons, clearly and concisely, why the appellant thinks thefinal
decision is in error and otherwisecomplieswith the provisionsof 43 CFR 4.470.

Should you wish to file a petition for a stay, see 43 CFR 4.471 (a) and (b). In accordance with
43 CFR 4.471(c), a petition fora staymust show sufficient justification based on the following
standards;

(1) The relative harmto the parties if the stay is granted or denied.
(2) The likelihood of the appellant's successon the merits.
(3) The likelihood of immediate and irreparable harm if the stay isnotgranted, and
(4) Whether the public interestfavors granting the stay.

Asnoted above, thepetition for staymust be filed in the office of theauthorized officer and
served in accordance with 43 CFR 4.471.

Any person named inthe decision that receives a copy ofa petition for a stay and/or an appeal
see 43 CFR4.472(b) for procedures to follow if you wishto respond.



If youhave any questions, feel free to contact eitherDustin Crowe, Rangeland Management
Specialist, at (406) 896-5154, or myself at (406) 896-5241.

Sincerely,

/s/ James M. Sparks

James M. Sparks
Field Manager

1 Enclosure

1-Categorical Exclusion (DOI-BLM-MT-AO10-2016-0010-CX)

cc: Western Watersheds Project
Attn: Josh Osher

P.O. Box 1770

Hamilton, Montana 59840
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