
   

 

  

  

  

  

   

 

 

  

 
      

 
          
 

  
   

 
 

   
   
  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

    
 

  
 

      
 

      
      

  
  

  

  

	

	 

 
 

United States Department of Interior 

Bureau of Land Management 

Medford District 

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION REVIEW & DECISION RECORD  
Removal of Structures and Materials of No Historic Value  

for Calendar Years 2016-2021  

DOI-BLM-OR-M000-2016-0003-CX  

A. Project: Removal of structures and materials of no historical value within the Medford District 

Location: Various locations throughout the Medford District 

Project Description: BLM employees find unauthorized structures; abandoned automobiles, 
garbage, and other material dumped on public lands; and structures no longer of use for resource 
management.  Leaving these items on the landscape as they are could result in damage to natural 
resources, unsightly views along roads, leaking of hazardous materials, hazards to the public, and 
degradation of other resources which the BLM is entrusted to protect and/or preserve. 

The BLM would remove structures, abandoned automobiles, garbage, fences, or other material that 
have no historical value from BLM-administered lands.  Structures built in trespass would be 
removed and sites would be reclaimed when there is little or no surface disturbance involved. 

Material that would be removed would include, but is not exclusive to, scrap metal, wood structures 
as noted above, wood and metal fence posts, scrap and waste concrete, exclusion fences, unneeded 
range improvements, and abandoned automobiles.  

Activities could occur along and off existing roads, at recreation sites, and along trails.  Activities 
occurring off existing BLM system roads would require additional assessment and potential project 
modification to ensure the project fits within the constraints of the Categorical Exclusion authority 
and as outlined below. 

Specific to different types of activities, these processes would occur prior to project activities: 
Resource Area or District Resource Specialists, as noted below, would be notified at least 10 days 
prior to any ground disturbing activities or any activities occurring off existing system roads to 
assess risks to resources, and special status species and their habitats.  Project design would be 
modified to protect these resources using the Project Design Features listed below. 

Project Design Features: 
	 Cultural Resource Specialists would be notified prior to removal of any structures, materials, 

or garbage to insure that they are not historic. They will also be notified 10 days prior to any 
ground disturbing activities. 

 Cultural resource sites will be protected from disturbance by a 25 foot buffer. 
 The Resource Area or District Botanist will be notified prior to any removal actions to ensure 

special status or endangered plants would be protected from direct mortality, disturbance, or 



  
  

  

 
  

      
    

  
        

   
      

 
 

   

    
  

 
 

  
     

    
 

        

 
   

     

    
  

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

   
    

 
     

 
      
 

	 

	 

 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 
 

	 

significant habitat loss and to facilitate implementation of best management practices such as 
weed control, and native seed or mulch application for weed and erosion control. 

	 Resource Area or District Wildlife Biologists will be notified prior to any removal actions to 
ensure special status, big game, raptors, neotropical migratory birds, or threatened or 
endangered wildlife species would be protected from direct mortality, disturbance, or 
significant habitat loss. 

	 Crevices in abandoned wooden buildings will be surveyed to determine bat use (NWFP S&G 
p. D-10). Proper removal protocols will be completed as directed by the Resource Area or 
District wildlife biologist. Any treatment of habitat documented or assumed to be used by 
bats will follow white nose syndrome hygienic protocols (IM WO-2010-181). 

 The District Geologist will be notified prior to any removal of structures to ensure 
compliance with mining regulations. 

	 The District or Resource Area Hydrologist or Soil Scientist will be notified prior to any 
removal actions within Riparian Reserves or on soils identified as fragile due to movement or 
erosion. 

	 Within the natural range of Port-Orford-cedar (POC), the District or Resource Area POC 
Specialist will be notified prior to any removal actions to ensure appropriate POC risk 
assessments are completed along with any associated mitigation measures. 

	 The District Hazardous Materials specialist will be notified prior to any removal actions to 
assure there are no hazardous materials issues with the removal. 

Project Design for use of ground disturbing equipment 
	 All earth-disturbing equipment that will be used on projects will be washed prior to entering 

federal lands so that any mud or debris adhering to equipment would not contribute to the 
spread of non-native invasive species. 

	 Equipment refueling will not occur within 150 feet of streams or other water bodies to prevent 
toxic materials from degrading water quality.  If this is impractical, a fuel, subricant, 
petroleum product, and hazardous chemical containment system must be used. Equipment 
will not be stored within 150 feet of a stream channel.  Hydraulic fluid and fuel lines would be 
in proper working condition to prevent leakage into streams or other water-bodies. 

	 Waste diesel, oil, hydraulic fluid, and other hazardous materials, and contaminated soils will 
be removed from the site and disposed of in accordance with Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality standards (Oregon Administrative Rules, Chapter 340, Department of 
Environmental Quality, Division 142, Oil and Hazardous Materials Emergency Response 
Requirements). 

Project Design for protection of soils and water quality, and for erosion control 
	 Erosion control measures such as waterbars, slash placement and native seeding will be 

implemented where ground disturbance results in the potential for erosion and sediment 
delivery to streams, water-bodies, floodplains, and wetlands. 

	 Removal operations utilizing mechanized equipment within Riparian Reserves will be 
restricted to the dry season (May 15 – Oct. 15) if they are off-road or on unsurfaced roads 
unless removal is necessary to prevent spillage of hazardous materials such as gasoline or oil, 
or for public safety. 

	 All state and federal requirements for maintaining water quality will be met during removal of 
structures or materials. 



    
 

 
 

 
 

  
   

 
   

 
 

   
  

 
 

 
 

  
 

  
 
 

 
  

  
 

 
   

    
 

  
   
   

 
 
 

 

      
  

 
 

 

	

	 

 

 

 

 

 

	 

 

	

B.  	Land Use Plan Conformance 

The Proposed Action is in conformance with the following plans: 
	 Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement and Record of Decision for Amendments to 

Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management Planning Documents Within the Range of the 
Northern Spotted Owl (Northwest Forest Plan FSEIS, 1994 and ROD, 1994) 

 Final Medford District Proposed Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, 
and Record of Decision and Resource Management Plan (EIS, 1994 and RMP/ROD, 1995) 

 Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement: Management of Port-Orford-Cedar in 
Southwest Oregon (FSEIS 2004) and ROD (2004) 

 Medford District Integrated Weed Management Plan Environmental Assessment (1998) and 
tiered to the Northwest Area Noxious Weed Control Program (EIS, 1985) 

 Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument Record of Decision and Resource Management Plan 
(2008) and PRMP/FEIS (2005) 

 Rogue National Wild and Scenic River: Hellgate Recreation Area, Recreation Area Management 
Plan (2004) and PRMP/FEIS (2003) 

	 Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement and Record of Decision and Standards and 
Guidelines for Amendment to the Survey & Manage, Protection Buffer, and other Mitigation 
Measures Standards and Guidelines (FSEIS, 2000 and ROD, 2001)* 

*Due to ongoing litigation, current BLM guidance is for all project to comply with either the 2001 

Record of Decision and Standards and Guidelines for Amendments to the Survey and Manage Protection 

Buffer, and other Mitigation Measures Standards and Guidelines (without Annual Species Reviews) or 
one of the four exemptions in the October 11, 2006, Court stipulation in Northwest Ecosystem Alliance 
v. Rey). None of the exemptions are relevant to the actions authorized by this Categorical Exclusions.  
However, as settlement negotiations are in process on the 2007 Survey and Manage Record of Decision 
(Conservation Northwest et al. v. Mark E. Rey et al.), any activities completed under this Categorical 
Exclusion will comply with any modifications in management direction to comply with stipulations of any 
agreement or court order. 

This project proposal is in conformance with the Medford District’s 1995 ROD/RMP objective to 
minimize use of hazardous materials and eliminate known hazardous waste on BLM-administered lands.  
(ROD/RMP p. 93) This proposal is also in compliance with the direction given for the management of 
public lands in the Medford District by the Oregon and California Lands Act of 1937 (O&C Act), 
Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA), the Endangered Species Act of 1973 
(ESA) , the Clean Water Act of 1987 (CWA), Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974 (as amended 1986 and 
1996) (SDWA), Clean Air Act of 1990, and the Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979 
(ARPA). 

C. Compliance with NEPA: 

The Proposed Action is categorically excluded from further documentation under the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) in accordance with 516 DM 11.9, J (10): 

“Removal of structures and materials of no historical value, such as abandoned automobiles, fences, 
and buildings, including those built in trespass and reclamation of the site when little or no surface 
disturbance is involved.” 



   
  

 
   

  
 
 

   

     
   

  
 

 
  

     

 
 

   

 

 

 

   

 
 

  

 

   
 

 
 

   
  

 
 

 

    
 

 
 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

This categorical exclusion is appropriate in this situation because there are no extraordinary 
circumstances having effects that may significantly affect the environment as documented in the 
following review.  The proposed action has been reviewed, and none of the extraordinary circumstances 
described in 43 CFR § 46.215 rise to the level of significance.  A summary of the extraordinary 
circumstances is listed below.  The action must have a significant or a disproportional effect on the listed 
categories to warrant further analysis and environmental review.   

D. Categorical Exclusion Review 

Department of the Interior Regulations 43 CFR § 46.205 (c) require that any action that is normally 
categorically excluded must be evaluated to determine whether it meets any of the extraordinary 
circumstances found at 43 CFR § 46.215.  An action would meet one of the extraordinary circumstances 
if the action may: 

1.	 Have significant impacts on public health or safety. 

Yes         No (X) Remarks: While no significant impacts on public health and safety are expected, 
this project will have a positive effect on public health and safety by removing potential hazard 
materials and structures. 

2.	 Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic characteristics as historic 

or cultural resource;, park, recreation, or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; 

national natural landmarks; sole or principal drinking water aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands 

(Executive Order 11990); floodplains (Executive Order 11988); national monuments; migratory 

birds; and other ecologically significant or critical areas. 

Yes         No (X) Remarks: Activities may occur within Wild and Scenic River corridors, National 
Monuments, Areas of Critical Environmental Concern as well as other ecologically significant or 
critical areas; however, resource specialists will review all such projects to assure compliance with 
applicable regulations and management direction for these areas. 

3.	 Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved conflicts concerning 

alternative uses of available resources [NEPA Section 102(2(E)]. 

Yes         No (X) Remarks: No such effects are expected. 

4.	 Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects or involve unique or unknown 

environmental risks. 

Yes         No (X) Remarks: The BLM’s District hazardous material coordinator will be consulted on 
removal of any potentially hazardous materials. 

5.	 Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in principle about future actions with 

potentially significant environmental effects. 

Yes         No (X) Remarks: This project does not set a precedent for future actions. 

6.	 Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively significant 

environmental effects. 



   
 

  

 

    
    

     
 

 
 

 
 

     
     

     

 
  

 

 

 
 

  
 

 
  

 

   
 
  

 

 

   
 
  

 

 
   

 
 
 
 
 

	 

	 

	 

Yes         No (X) Remarks: No cumulative effects are expected. 

7.	 Have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing, on the National Register of 

Historic Places as determined by either the bureau or office. 

Yes         No (X) Remarks: While removal of materials, garbage, or structures may occur within 
these types of sites, all cultural resource sites in a potential project area will be protected from any 
disturbance that would affect their listing or eligibility for listing. Consultation with the State 
Historic Preservation Office will likely be required to remove structures from an eligible or listed 
property.  If removal will have a significant effect on these properties, additional NEPA analysis will 
be required. 

8.	 Have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, on the List of Endangered or 

Threatened Species, or have significant impacts on designated Critical Habitat for these species. 

Plants Yes    No (X) Remarks: No or minimal effects are expected. 
Animals Yes    No (X) Remarks: No or minimal effects are expected. 
Fish Yes    No (X) Remarks: No or minimal effects are expected. 

Resource specialists will be notified at least 10 days prior to any action and will assess for effects on 
any listed or proposed species.  They will stipulate any requirements to mitigate effects and initiate 
consultation if necessary. 

9.	 Violate a Federal law, or a State, local, or tribal law or requirement imposed for the protection of 

the environment. 

Yes         No (X) Remarks: This project will not result in violation of Federal, State, local, or Tribal 
law. 

10. Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on low income or minority populations (Executive 

Order 12898). 

Yes         No (X) Remarks: No such effects will occur. 

11. Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal lands by Indian religious 

practitioners or significantly adversely affect the physical integrity of such sacred sites (Executive 

Order 13007). 

Yes         No (X) Remarks: No access will be limited. 

12. Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious weeds or nonnative invasive 

species known to occur in the area or actions that may promote the introduction, growth, or 

expansion of the range of such species (Federal Noxious Weed Control Act and Executive Order 

13112). 

Yes         No (X) Remarks: The botanist consulted for the proect will recommend any actions 
necessary to prevent the introduction, continued existence or spread of noxious or nonnative invasive 
species. 








