Integrated Vegetation Management Program
DOI-BLM-CA-N060-2016-0021-EA
Bureau of Land Management, Redding Field Office
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Purpose of Proposed Action
The purpose of the proposed action is to 1) suppress targeted existing weed populations of concern, 2) eradicate isolated populations of ecologically threatening weed species as part of an “early detection, rapid response” approach to keep species from establishing, 3) reinforce the long term effectiveness of administrative and hazardous fuels reduction projects.  
Need for Action
The need for the proposed action is to reduce, suppress or eradicate invasive weed populations that have a detrimental ecological effect if left unmanaged.  Invasive weeds can change fire regimes, outcompete and displace native species and change the physical and biological properties of soil.  Additionally, weed management is critical to the success of restoration projects where considerable investment can be undercut if there is not a plan in place for management of invasive vegetation.  Recreationally, invasive weeds can alter the use of trails and recreational opportunities.  When left unchecked in administrative or recreational sites weeds can lead to a seed source for long-range transportation off site.  
Proposed Action
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Redding Field Office (RFO) is proposing to implement an Integrated Vegetation Management Program across the approximately 250,000 acres of BLM managed land in Butte, Shasta, Siskiyou, Tehama, and Trinity Counties.  Methods will include physical and chemical vegetation control.  Physical control is proposed for individual plants, small populations, or in areas where other control techniques are not recommended due to the plant physiology or other natural resource concern.  Physical treatments being evaluated include manual, mechanical and prescribed fire.  Application of chemical herbicide to individual plants is proposed to treat targeted plants in areas of medium and high density. Chemical application methods include use of foam pad wiping rods, basal bark, hack and squirt, chemical injection, cut stump, backpack sprayers, or vehicle mounted power sprayers.  The RFO is evaluating the use of select BLM approved herbicides on all BLM-managed lands except those within Trinity County.  Best management practices for physical and chemical controls will also be analyzed in the environmental assessment
Target Species
There are a wide variety of species that are either present or at risk of establishing themselves on BLM lands that will be targeted for vegetation control.  Weeds that pose the greatest ecological threat and/or are in low enough numbers where potential eradication of populations is possible will be aggressively managed with the full suite of options, including herbicide.  These weeds include: stinkwort (Dittrichia graveolens), Broom species, tree of heaven (Ailanthus altissima), yellow star thistle (Centaurea solstitialis), puncturevine/goat head (Tribulus terrestris), silverleaf nightshade (Solanum elaeagnifolium) and toadflax species (Linaria spp.).  In addition, spot application of herbicides will be evaluated for use on native species of manzanita (Arctostapholylos spp.), toyon (Heteromeles arbutifolia) and poison oak (Toxicodendron diversilobum) only where their growth hampers the success of completed hazardous fuels reduction treatments or is necessary for administrative or recreational site management.  Secondary target species may be treated with herbicide incidentally where they co-occur with primary target species, such as non-native annual grasses, thistles, and Himalayan blackberry or may be treated by physical means when they occur in small populations where they can be reasonably controlled, such as mullen (Verbascum spp.).   These species lists will be adjusted based on feedback received during the scoping period.
Proposed Herbicides
The herbicides proposed for use have been selected from a list of approved BLM herbicides: glyphosate, tricolpyr, chlorsulfuron, aminopyralid, 2-4D, dicamba and imazapyr, 

