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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Wyoming Ecological Services Field Office

5353 YELLOWSTONE ROAD, SUITE 308A
CHEYENNE, WY 82009

PHONE: (307)772-2374 FAX: (307)772-2358
URL: www.fws.gov/wyominges/

Consultation Code: 06E13000-2016-SLI-0104 January 29, 2016
Event Code: 06E13000-2016-E-00523
Project Name: Jonah Year-Round Development Project Area

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project
location, and/or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of
your proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills
the requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please note that
under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the Act, the accuracy of
this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be completed formally or
informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be completed by visiting the
Environmental Conservation Online System-Information, Planning, and Conservation System
(ECOS-IPaC) website at regular intervals during project planning and implementation for
updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested through the
ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

Please feel free to contact us if you need more information or assistance regarding the potential
impacts to federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and
proposed critical habitat. We also encourage you to visit the Wyoming Ecological Services
website at  for morehttp://www.fws.gov/wyominges/Pages/Species/Species_Endangered.html
information about species occurrence and designated critical habitat.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and
the ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2)
of the Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required



to use their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or
designated critical habitat.

A biological assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2)
(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological
evaluation similar to a biological assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended
contents of a biological assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the biological assessment or biological evaluation, that
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service
recommends that candidate species, proposed species, and proposed critical habitat be addressed
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered
Species Consultation Handbook" at:
http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF

We also recommend that you consider the following information when assessing impacts to
federally listed species, as well as migratory birds, and other trust resources:

: Consultation under section 7 of the Act is requiredColorado River and Platte River Systems
for projects in Wyoming that may lead to water depletions or have the potential to impact water
quality in the Colorado River system or the Platte River system, because these actions may
affect threatened and endangered species inhabiting the downstream reaches of these river
systems. In general, depletions include evaporative losses and/or consumptive use of surface or
groundwater within the affected basin, often characterized as diversions minus return flows.
Project elements that could be associated with depletions include, but are not limited to: ponds,
lakes, and reservoirs (e.g., for detention, recreation, irrigation, storage, stock watering,
municipal storage, and power generation); hydrostatic testing of pipelines; wells; dust
abatement; diversion structures; and water treatment facilities.

Species that may be affected in the Colorado River system include the endangered bonytail (
), Colorado pikeminnow ( ), humpback chub ( ), andGila elegans Ptychocheilus lucius Gila cypha

razorback sucker ( ) and their designated critical habitats. Projects in theXyrauchen texanus
Platte River system may impact the endangered interior population of the least tern (Sterna

), the endangered pallid sturgeon ( ), the threatened pipingantillarum Scaphirhynchus albus
plover ( ), the threatened western prairie fringed orchid (Charadrius melodus Platanthera

), as well as the endangered whooping crane ( ) and its designatedpraeclara Grus americana
critical habitat. For more information on consultation requirements for the Platte River species,
please visit http://www.fws.gov/platteriver.

: The Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16 U.S.C. 703-712), prohibits the taking ofMigratory Birds
any migratory birds, their parts, nests, or eggs except as permitted by regulations, and does not
require intent to be proven. Except for introduced species and some upland game birds, almost
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all birds occurring in the wild in the United States are protected (50 CFR 10.13). Guidance for
minimizing impacts to migratory birds for projects that include communications towers (e.g.,
cellular, digital television, radio, and emergency broadcast) can be found at
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/towers.htm.

The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668-668d) prohibits knowingly taking, or
taking with wanton disregard for the consequences of an activity, any bald or golden eagles or
their body parts, nests, or eggs, which includes collection, molestation, disturbance, or killing.
Eagle nests are protected whether they are active or inactive. Removal or destruction of nests, or
causing abandonment of a nest could constitute a violation of one or both of the above statutes.
Projects affecting eagles may require development of an eagle conservation plan
(http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/eagle_guidance.html). Additionally, wind energy projects
should follow the wind energy guidelines (http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/) for minimizing
impacts to migratory birds and bats.

If nesting migratory birds are present on or near the project area, timing of activities is an
important consideration and should be addressed in project planning. Activities that could lead
to the take of migratory birds or eagles, their young, eggs, or nests, should be coordinated with
our office prior to project implementation. If nest manipulation (including removal) is proposed
for the project, the project proponent should contact the Migratory Bird Office in Denver at
303-236-8171 to see if a permit can be issued for the project. If a permit cannot be issued, the
project may need to be modified to protect migratory birds, eagles, their young, eggs, and nests.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Tracking Number in
the header of this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project
that you submit to our office.
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Official Species List
 

Provided by: 
Wyoming Ecological Services Field Office

5353 YELLOWSTONE ROAD, SUITE 308A     

CHEYENNE, WY 82009

(307) 772-2374 

http://www.fws.gov/wyominges/
 
Consultation Code: 06E13000-2016-SLI-0104
Event Code: 06E13000-2016-E-00523
 
Project Type: OIL OR GAS
 
Project Name: Jonah Year-Round Development Project Area
Project Description: Location: Sublette County, Wyoming
Size: portion of the authorized Jonah Field
Scope: year-round development of 245 wells on 24 multi-well pads with associated roads and
natural gas gathering lines
Timing: 3- to 5-year period
 
Please Note: The FWS office may have modified the Project Name and/or Project Description, so it
may be different from what was submitted in your previous request. If the Consultation Code
matches, the FWS considers this to be the same project. Contact the office in the 'Provided by'
section of your previous Official Species list if you have any questions or concerns.

United States Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service

Project name: Jonah Year-Round Development Project Area
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Project Location Map: 

 
Project Coordinates: The coordinates are too numerous to display here.
 
Project Counties: Sublette, WY
 

United States Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service

Project name: Jonah Year-Round Development Project Area
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Endangered Species Act Species List
 

There are a total of 6 threatened or endangered species on your species list.  Species on this list should be considered in

an effects analysis for your project and could include species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain

fish may appear on the species list because a project could affect downstream species.  Critical habitats listed under the

Has Critical Habitat column may or may not lie within your project area.  See the Critical habitats within your

project area section further below for critical habitat that lies within your project.  Please contact the designated FWS

office if you have questions.

 

Birds Status Has Critical Habitat Condition(s)

Yellow-Billed Cuckoo (Coccyzus

americanus) 

    Population: Western U.S. DPS

Threatened Proposed

Fishes

Bonytail chub (Gila elegans) 

    Population: Entire

Endangered Final designated

Colorado pikeminnow (Ptychocheilus

lucius) 

    Population: Entire, except EXPN

Endangered Final designated

Humpback chub (Gila cypha) 

    Population: Entire

Endangered Final designated

Razorback sucker (Xyrauchen

texanus) 

    Population: Entire

Endangered Final designated

Mammals

Gray wolf (Canis lupus) 

    Population: WY, EXPN population

Experimental

Population, Non-

Essential

United States Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service

Project name: Jonah Year-Round Development Project Area
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Critical habitats that lie within your project area
There are no critical habitats within your project area.

United States Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service

Project name: Jonah Year-Round Development Project Area


