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CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION (CX)
A. BACKGROUND
Project Name / Type: City of Nome Mt. Osborne Communication Site Repeater
NEPA Register Number: DOI-BLM-AK-A010-2016-0002-CX
Case File Number: FF-091605
Location / Legal Description:

Kateel River Meridian, Alaska,
T.6S., R. 33W.,,
Section 3.

Applicant (if any): City of Nome
Description of Proposed Action:

The City of Nome has submitted a request to the Anchorage Field Office to renew their right-of-
way (ROW) grant for another twenty (20) years for an existing repeater site used for search and
rescue purposes in the community of Nome and the Norton Sound region of western Alaska.
The repeater station exists on approximately 0.5 acres of land and contains a six foot wide by six
foot wide, and 8 foot tall (6x6x8), metal fabricated structure. This structure houses six tractor
size lead acid batteries sealed in commercial leak-proof containers, three external mounted solar
panels, a home built VHF antenna and a 35 watt commercial repeater/duplexer used by the
Seward Peninsula Amateur Radio Club.

All equipment materials will be removed from the site before the ROW grant expires or when the
system is not needed. Access to the site will be by helicopter. The site sits atop a hill and is
devoid of trees and brush; therefore, no clearing will be necessary to land a helicopter at the site.

All terms of the existing ROW grant are the same and no new changes or expansions to the
existing site is proposed. The City of Nome will continue to use the site for search and rescue
purpose as well as for the amateur ham radio club.



B. LAND USE PLAN CONFORMANCE

Applicable Land Use Plan: Kobuk-Seward Peninsula Record of Decision and
Approved Management Plan 2008.

The proposed action is in conformance with the plan because it is specifically provided for in the
following planning decisions:

The Proposed Action has been reviewed for conformance with this plan (43 CFR 1610.5, BLM
MS 1617.3).

C. CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION

The proposed action is categorically excluded from further documentation under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) in accordance with United States Department of the Interior
43 CFR 46.210 or United States Department of the Interior Manual, Part 516, Chapter 11, which
provides:

11.9 E (Realty)
(9) Renewals and assignments of leases, permits, or rights-of-way where no additional
rights are conveyed beyond those granted by the original authorizations.

D. EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES

The proposed action must be screened against the Extraordinary Circumstances found in 43 CFR

§ 46.215 (listed below). Any “yes” finding requires that an Environmental Assessment or
Environmental Impact Statement be prepared for the Proposed Action.

EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES YES/NO
1. Have significant adverse impacts on public health or safety. NO
2. Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic NO

characteristics as historic or cultural resources; park, recreation or refuge lands;
wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural landmarks; sole or
principal drinking water aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands (Executive Order
11990); floodplains (Executive Order 11988); national monuments; migratory
birds; and other ecologically significant or critical areas.

3. Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved conflicts NO
concerning alternative uses of available resources [NEPA Section 102(2)(E)].

4. Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects or NO
involve unique or unknown environmental risks.

5. Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in principle about NO
future actions with potentially significant environmental effects.

6. Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant but NO
cumulatively significant environmental effects.

7. Have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing on the NO

National Register of Historic Places as determined by either the bureau or office.




8. Have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, on the List of NO
Endangered or Threatened Species, or have significant impacts on designated
Critical Habitat for these species.

9. Violate Federal law, or a State, local, or tribal law or requirement imposed for NO
the protection of the environment.

10. Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on low income or minority NO
populations (Executive Order 12898).

11. Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal lands by NO
Indian religious practitioners or significantly adversely affect the physical
integrity of such sacred sites (Executive Order 13007).

12. Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of weeds or non- NO

native invasive species known to occur in the area or area or actions that may
promote the introduction, growth, or expansion of the range of such species
(Federal Noxious Weed Control Act and Executive Order 13112).

E. LANDS WITH WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS

1)
2)

3)
4)

Size-roadless areas of over 5000 acres of contiguous BLM lands.

Naturalness-affected primarily by the forces of nature, with the works of humans substantially

unnoticeable to the average visitor

Outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined type of recreation.

Supplemental values-if size, naturalness, and solitude/outstanding opportunities are met, then
consider if the area contains ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, educational,

scenic, or historical value. Supplemental values are not required to be present in order to classify

an area as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics.

The proposed location of the two systems is on the Yukon River and southwest of Holy Cross.

F. SIGNATURE

The proposed action is in conformance with the applicable land use plan and is an action that can
be categorically excluded. The Proposed Action does not trigger any of the Extraordinary

Circumstances found in 516 FM Chapter 2, Appendix 2. |1 recommend that the Proposed Action
be allowed and that no further environmental analysis is required.

/s/ Alan Bittner 1/27/16

Alan Bittner Date
Anchorage Field Manager






