
Categorical Exclusion Documentation
A.  Background

BLM Office: El Centro Field Office 
Lease/Serial/Case File #:CA670-SR16-026

                    CX #: 2016-0015
Project Title: Buzzbomb Team Race
Location:  Plaster City East Open OHV area.
Description and Rationale, including any Stipulations:
The applicant proposes to conduct an OHV race involving bikes and quads within the Plaster City East Open OHV area on Sunday, November 15, 2015 involving approximately 80 entrants and 100 spectators. The racers will attempt as many laps possible within a three hour time limit, around a 17 mile loop course.  The Section 106 status for this project is the following: Exempt. 
B.  Land Use Plan Conformance:








Dates Approved:
California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA) Plan, as amended, 


October 1980
MOU between NAVY/BOR/BLM for the El Centro Naval Air Facility Ranges, 
    09/23/1996

The CDCA Plan’s Recreation Element has a section discussing Organized Competitive Vehicle Events.  These events “...will be allowed in Multiple-Use Class M and I areas and may be permitted to cross some Multiple-Use Class L areas on ‘approved vehicle routes of travel’... All Competitive events will require permits and appropriate resource, safety, and management stipulations. {p.84, California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA) Plan, December 1980, as amended}.
C.  Compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act:
The action is categorically excluded from further documentation under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) in accordance with 516 DM 11.9, Appendix 4(H) 1. 
H. Recreation Management:
1. Issuance of Special Recreation Permits for day use or overnight use up to 14 consecutive nights; that impacts no more than 3 staging area acres; and/or for recreational travel along roads, trails, or in areas authorized in a land use plan. 

This categorical exclusion is appropriate for this action because there are no extraordinary circumstances, potentially having effects that may significantly affect the environment.  The proposed action has been reviewed, and none of the extraordinary circumstances described in 516 DM 2, Appendix 2 apply (see attached).
I considered this plan conformance and NEPA compliance record and have determined that the proposed project is in conformance with the approved land use plan(s) and that no further environmental analysis is required.  It is my decision to approve the proposed event.
D. Signature
________________________________




______________________

Thomas F. Zale










Date

Field Manager

Review of Extraordinary Circumstances

The Department of the Interior Manual 516 2.3A (3) requires review of the following “extraordinary circumstances” (516 DM 2 Appendix 2) to determine if an otherwise categorically excluded action would require additional environmental analysis/documentation.  

1)  Have significant impacts on public health or safety.


( ) Yes   (X) No  

Comments: Promoter will be providing emergency medical services via LESAR and porta potties for sanitation.

2)  Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic characteristics as historic or cultural resources; park, recreation or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural landmarks; sole or principal drinking water aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands (Executive Order 11990); floodplains (Executive Order 11988); national monuments; migratory birds; and other ecologically significant or critical areas.


( ) Yes   (X) No 

Comments: The race course is within an Open OHV area and on culturally surveyed routes and won’t impact any unique natural resource.

3)  Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses of available resources [NEPA Section 102(2) (E)].


( ) Yes   (X) No


Comments: This race will not have highly controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses of available resources.

4)  Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects or involve unique or unknown environmental risks.


( ) Yes   (X) No  


Comments: This race would not have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects or involve unique or unknown environmental risks.

5)  Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in principle about future actions with potentially significant environmental effects.


( ) Yes   (X) No

Comments: Racing within the Plaster City Open OHV area has been allowed since the signing of the CDCA plan in 1980 as amended.

6)  Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively significant environmental effects.


( ) Yes   (X) No


Comments: This race will not have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively significant environmental effects.

7)  Have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing, on the National Register of Historic Places as determined by either the bureau or office. 


( ) Yes   (X) No 


Comments: The race course is within an Open OHV area and on culturally surveyed routes and will not have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing, on the National Register of Historic Places.

8)  Have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, on the List of Endangered or Threatened Species, or have significant impacts on designated Critical Habitat.


( ) Yes   (X) No  

Comments: The race course lies outside of Peninsular Big Horn Sheep (PBHS) critical habitat and is not within a Flat Tailed Horned Lizard (FTHL) management area.

9)  Violate a Federal law, or a State, local, or tribal law or requirement imposed for the protection of the environment.


( ) Yes   (X) No 

     Comments: No laws or requirements for environmental protection will be broken.

10)  Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on low income or minority populations (Executive Order 12898).


( ) Yes   (X) No   

 Comments: This race will not adversely affect low income or minority populations.

11)  Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal lands by Indian religious practitioners or significantly adversely affect the physical integrity of such sacred sites (Executive Order 13007).


( ) Yes   (X) No  

Comments: The race will not limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites.

12)  Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious weeds or non-native invasive species known to occur in the area or actions that may promote the introduction, growth, or expansion of the range of such species (Federal Noxious Weed Control Act and Executive Order 13112).


( ) Yes   (X) No 

Comments: The event is an OHV race within an Open OHV area and will not contribute to the spread of noxious or non-native invasive species.
Reviewers:
















__________________________






______________



Outdoor Recreation Planner  









Date

__________________________          




______________



Supervisory Outdoor Recreation Planner






Date

Decision Record for a Categorically Excluded Action
Introduction and Background
The applicant proposes to conduct an OHV race involving bikes and quads within the Plaster City East Open OHV area on Sunday, November 15, 2015 involving approximately 80 entrants and 100 spectators. The racers will attempt as many laps possible within a three hour time limit, around a 17 mile loop course.  The Section 106 status for this project is the following: Exempt
Compliance with Laws, Regulations, Policies and Land Use Plans:


Dates Approved:
California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA) Plan, as amended, 


October 1980

MOU between NAVY/BOR/BLM for the El Centro Naval Air Facility Ranges, 
    09/23/1996

The CDCA Plan’s Recreation Element has a section discussing Organized Competitive Vehicle Events.  These events “...will be allowed in Multiple-Use Class M and I areas and may be permitted to cross some Multiple-Use Class L areas on ‘approved vehicle routes of travel’... All Competitive events will require permits and appropriate resource, safety, and management stipulations. {p.84, California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA) Plan, December 1980, as amended}.
Decision and Rationale:

It is my decision to approve the proposed action as described in Categorical Exclusion (CX) number DOI-BLM-CA-D070-2016-0015-CX.  I find this action conforms to BLM (516 DM 11.9) Categorical Exclusions with no exceptions.  I further find this action in conformance with applicable land use plans, laws and regulations and that it will not cause unnecessary or undue degradation.t.

Administrative Remedies: 
Administrative remedies may be available to those who believe they will be adversely affected by this decision.  Appeals may be made to the Office of Hearings and Appeals, Office of the Secretary, U.S. Department of Interior, Board of Land Appeals (Board) in strict compliance with the regulations in 43 CFR Part 4.  Notices of appeal must be filed in this office within 30 days after publication of this decision.  If a notice of appeal does not include a statement of reasons, such statement must be filed with this office and the Board within 30 days after the notice of appeal is filed.  The notice of appeal and any statement of reasons, written arguments, or briefs must also be served upon the Regional Solicitor, Pacific Southwest Region, U.S. Department of Interior, 2800 Cottage Way, E-1712, Sacramento, CA 95825.  


_____________________________





______________________


Thomas F. Zale










Date

      Field Manager

