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INTRODUCTION 
QEP Energy Company (QEP) has submitted an Application for Permit to Drill (APD) and operate the following two 
oil wells from a new well pad: 
LEASE:   14-20-A04-9995 
WELL:   MHA 5-32-29H-150-91 
    MHA 7-32-29H-150-91     
     
    SWSE 32-T150N, R91W 
    Dunn County, North Dakota    
 
An analysis of the environment has been conducted and is documented in the Environmental Assessment (EA) for this 
project (EA number DOI-BLM-MT-C030-2016-023-EA). This proposed action incorporates, by reference, the North 
Dakota Resource Management Plan (RMP), approved on April 22, 1988.  The plan has been reviewed to ensure that 
the proposed action conforms to the land use plan, terms, and conditions, as required by 43 CFR 1610.5-3(a).  For 
reference, see pages 9 & 10 of the Final RMP/EIS (Environmental Impact Statement), Management Guidance 
Common to all Alternatives; pages 161-165 of the Final RMP/EIS, Oil and Gas Lease Stipulations and Leasing 
Restrictions; and page 147 of the Draft RMP/EIS, Oil and Gas Processing Procedures.  See also, page 10 of the 
RMP/EIS Desk Document, Oil and Gas Plan Decisions.  
 
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
There are no significant direct, indirect, or cumulative impacts on the resources associated with the decision being 
made.  The decision being made is to prescribe terms and conditions respecting the reasonable use of the surface.  
A Class III cultural resources inventory was conducted and no cultural resource sites were located within the proposed 
project.  
There were no negative effects to threatened and endangered species.  It was determined from a literature search that 
the proposed action, when mitigation measures developed in the analysis and from lease stipulations are applied 
through Conditions of Approval (COAs), would not negatively affect any raptor nests or sage grouse strutting grounds.  
All the lease stipulations were examined, and with mitigation measures that will be applied, it was determined that 
there would be no significant negative affect to any other resources.   
There would be no negative environmental effect on consumers, civil rights, minority groups, women, men, prime 
farmland, flood plains, or wetlands as a result of any alternative. 
I have reviewed the EA, including the explanation and resolution of any known or potentially significant 
environmental impacts caused by the proposed action.  I have determined that the proposed action, using the mitigation 
measures described in the EA, is not a major federal action, and will have no significant impacts on the human and 
natural environment.  Therefore, an EIS is not required. 
DECISION and RATIONALE 
It is my decision, based on the EA, to select the proposed action, with mitigation as described in the EA and 
incorporated as COAs, as the best alternative, and approve the APDs for the above named oil and gas wells. 
There are additional surface stipulations or COAs to be applied to the APDs at this time beyond those described in the 
EA and the basic COAs attached to the APDs. 
The surface and subsurface protection procedures set forth in the proposed action are included in the APDs.  The 
mitigation measures identified for the proposed action in the attached EA will be incorporated into my approval 
through the use of COAs to drill, and/or other site specific stipulations. 
 
\s\ Loren Wickstrom_________________     10/19/2015_______________ 
Loren Wickstrom        Date 
Field Manager, North Dakota Field Office 
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