
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT  
AND DECISION RECORD  

WILLOW SPRING WATER SAMPLER INSTALLATION  
(DOI-BLM-AZ-A010-2015-0018-EA) 

FONSI: Based on the analysis of potential environmental impacts contained in the above referenced 
environmental assessment, and considering the significance criteria in 40 CFR 1508.27, I have determined 
that the action will not have a significant effect on the human environment. An environmental impact 
statement is therefore not required.  

Decision: It is my decision to approve the proposed Willow Spring water sampler installation, Mohave 
County, Arizona, as described in the proposed action of DOI-BLM-AZ-A010-2015-0018-EA. The U.S. 
Geological Survey will install a small (12” x 10”) water sampler in the existing concrete water trough at 
Willow Spring.  The sampler will be carried to the spring by foot, and there will be no ground disturbance 
associated with the installation, operation, and maintenance of the device. 

Plan Conformance: 
 
The action is in conformance with the Arizona Strip Field Office Resource Management Plan (RMP), 
approved on January 29, 2008.  The action is consistent with the decisions contained within this RMP (see 
Section 1.3 of the EA).  It has also been determined that the action will not conflict with other decisions 
throughout this RMP. 
 
Alternatives Considered: 
 
The EA considered two alternatives: the No Action Alternative and the Proposed Action.  The No Action 
Alternative was not selected because it would not provide temporal data on background water chemistry 
(uranium and trace elements) of the spring or possible uranium mine related impacts to water chemistry.  
The No Action Alternative would not support the 15-year science plan that was developed to support the 
data gaps identified in the Northern Arizona Mineral Withdrawal Record of Decision (2012), nor would it 
provide information to answer questions regarding impacts of uranium mining activity and 
naturally-occurring uranium resources in the region. 
 
Rationale for the Decision: 
 
This decision has been made after considering impacts to the resources described and analyzed in the EA.   
The water sampler will be installed at a location within the Kanab Creek Wilderness.  The USGS water 
sampler was specifically developed to evaluate changing water chemistry at remote locations.  The sampler 
is designed to operate autonomously for up to 6 months at a time, collecting and preserving up to 250 
discrete water samples.  The sampler is relatively small (no larger than a standard 5-gallon bucket), and 3-4 
times smaller than the standard ISCO type water-quality sampler currently in use elsewhere.  There will be 
no ground disturbance associated with installation, operation or maintenance of the mini-sipper, and it will 
be camouflaged by use of a native rock color paint on the exterior of the bucket and installed in the existing 
livestock water trough.  The mechanical sound produced by the mini-sipper when it is collecting a sample is 
very quiet and cannot be heard at a distance of more than 5 feet from the sampler.  The water samples 
collected by the mini-sipper will be evaluated for all of the major ions and trace elements likely to be 
encountered in groundwater that potentially has been in contact with uranium ore bodies, including 



dissolved uranium, occurring either naturally or due to exposure by mining.  With up to 250 discrete water 
samples available that are collected daily, it will be possible to evaluate potential daily, weekly, and seasonal 
patterns in the water chemistry of the spring.  Because the sampler is capable of autonomous operation, the 
number of site visits for maintenance of the sampler and collection of water samples will be limited to 2-3 
trips per year with just one or two people.  All of these factors will help to preserve (i.e., not affect) the 
wilderness characteristics of untrammeled, undeveloped, naturalness, solitude, outstanding opportunities for 
primitive and unconfined recreation, and other natural features.  I have determined that the action does not 
result in any undue or unnecessary environmental degradation and is in conformance with the Arizona Strip 
Field Office RMP.  
 
Administrative Review or Appeal Opportunities: 
 
This decision may be appealed to the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Office of the Secretary, in accordance 
with the regulations contained in 43 CFR, Part 4 and the attached Form 1842-1.  If an appeal is taken, your 
notice of appeal must be filed at the Arizona Strip Field Office, 345 East Riverside Drive, St. George, Utah 
84790, within 30 days from receipt of this decision.  The appellant has the burden of showing that the 
decision appealed from is in error. 

 
If you wish to file a petition (request) pursuant to regulations 43 CFR 4.21(b) for a stay (suspension) of the 
effectiveness of this decision during the time that your appeal is being reviewed by the Board, the petition 
for a stay must accompany your notice of appeal.  A petition for a stay is required to show sufficient 
justification based on the standards listed below.  Copies of the notice of appeal and petition for a stay must 
also be submitted to each party named in this decision and to the Interior Board of Land Appeals and to the 
Office of the Solicitor (Department of the Interior, Office of the Field Solicitor, Sandra Day O’Connor U.S. 
Court House #404, 401 West Washington Street SPC44, Phoenix, AZ 85003-2151) (see 43 CFR 4.413) at 
the same time the original documents are filed with this office.  If you request a stay, you have the burden 
of proof to demonstrate that a stay should be granted. 
  
Except as otherwise provided by law or other pertinent regulations, a petition for a stay of a decision 
pending appeal shall show sufficient justification based on the following standards: 

 
Standards for Obtaining a Stay 
 
1. The relative harm to the parties if the stay is granted or denied, 
2. The likelihood of the appellant’s success on the merits, 
3. The likelihood of immediate and irreparable harm if the stay is not granted, and  
4. Whether the public interest favors granting the stay. 
 
 
Signed by:       January 27, 2016 
Lorraine M. Christian       Date 
Arizona Strip Field Office Manager 
 
 
 


